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Law  Enshrines  Indefinite  Military  Detention 


Obama  Ramps  Up 
“War  on  Terror”  at  Home 


Capping  a year  of  full-bore  assaults 
on  the  livelihoods  and  rights  of  work- 
ing people,  on  New  Year’s  Eve  President 
Barack  Obama  signed  a law  sanctioning 
the  indefinite  military  detention  of  any 
persons,  including  U.S.  citizens,  accused 
of  supporting  “terrorism.”  The  National 
Defense  Authorization  Act  (NDAA)  gives 
the  military  legal  authority  to  abduct  and 
imprison  indefinitely  without  charge  any- 
one deemed  a member  of  A1  Qaeda,  the 
Taliban  or  "associated  forces.”  The  elastic 
provisions  of  the  law — a bipartisan  effort 
that  overwhelmingly  passed  Congress — 
extend  to  American  citizens  who  have 
committed  or  supported  a "belligerent 
act"  against  the  U.S.,  whether  they  are 
apprehended'* outside  the  country  or  on 
domestic  soil. 

There  could  hardly  be  a clearer  illustra- 
tion of  how  the  capitalist  rulers’  imperi- 
alist marauding  abroad  is  packaged  with 
attacks  on  the  most  fundamental  rights 
of  the  population  at  home.  The  NDAA  is 
the  annual  military  appropriations  bill, 
funding  the  operations  of  the  Pentagon 
as  well  as  some  1,000  U.S.  bases  around 
the  world.  It  reaffirms  detention  practices 
under  the  September  2001  Authorization 
for  Use  of  Military  Force  resolution  that 
gave  the  president  carte  blanche  to  carry 
out  the  "war  on  terror,”  the  pretext  for  the 
neocolonial  wars  against  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  and  for  the  massive  attacks  on  immi- 
grants and  democratic  rights  generally  in 
the  U.S.  This  year’s  NDAA  allots  billions 
more  to  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan 
and  imposes  additional  punitive  sanc- 
tions against  Iran  for  its  purported  nuclear 
weapons  program. 

Obama  had  threatened  to  veto  earlier 
versions  of  the  bill,  which  he  thought 
constrained  "the  President’s  critical 
authorities" — i.e..  Congress  was  overstep- 
ping by  telling  the  chief  executive  how 
to  conduct  the  “war  on  terror."  Obama 
explained  when  he  signed  the  amended 
bill  that  he  objected  to  "a  rigid  across-the- 
board  requirement  for  military  detention" 
when  that  is  just  one  among  many  weap- 
ons— from  assassination  to  prosecution  in 
civilian  courts — in  his  arsenal.  He  also 
did  not  want  to  invite  "legal  uncertainty" 
over  detainees  since  the  courts  have 
rubber-stamped  virtually  every  applica- 
tion of  executive  authority  in  this  regard. 

Obama  also  piously  intoned  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  "My  Administration  will  not 
authorize  the  indefinite  military  deten- 
tion without  trial  of  American  citizens.” 
Whether  or  not  that  particular  provision 
is  used  by  Obama,  who  before  reaching 
the  White  House  promised  to  close  down 
the  Guantanamo  detention/torture  cen- 
ter, the  law  codifies  prerogatives  already 
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claimed  and  exercised  by  both  the  Bush 
and  Obama  administrations  under  the 
2001  Military  Force  resolution.  The  U.S. 
Commander-in-Chief  is  now  legally  li- 
censed to  disappear  citizens,  a hallmark 
of  police-state  dictatorships. 

A direct  precedent  for  this  body  blow 
to  citizenship  rights  was  set  by  the  Bush 
administration  in  the  case  of  Jose  Padilla, 
a U.S.  citizen  who  was  seized  by  the  mili- 
tary at  Chicago’s  O’Hare  airport  in  May 


Above:  Prisoners 
detained  without 
charges  languishing 
in  U.S.  prison  camp 
at  Guantanamo  Bay. 
Cuba,  2002. 

Left:  Private  Bradley 
Manning  (center) 
taken  from 
courthouse  at  Fort 
Meade,  Maryland, 
December  22. 
Accused  of  providing 
classified  documents 
to  WikiLeaks, 
Manning  could  face 
SSi Am  life  sentence. 


2002,  declared  an  "enemy  combatant" 
and  disappeared  into  a Navy  brig  in  South 
Carolina.  Forbidden  to  meet  with  attor- 
neys or  family,  Padilla  was  subjected  to  a 
variety  of  torture  techniques  and  incurred 
brain  damage.  Only  at  the  end  of  2005 
were  charges  finally  brought  against  him. 
Although  the  government  had  repeatedly 
accused  Padilla  of  planning  to  set  off  a 
radioactive  bomb  inside  the  U.S..  the 
indictment  made  no  mention  of  this  or 


of  any  other  concrete  terrorist  attack  or 
plot.  Instead,  the  government  filed  empty 
"conspiracy”  charges — a vehicle  histori- 
cally used  against  labor  militants,  politi- 
cal dissidents  and  others  when  the  state 
can  find  no  evidence  of  criminal  activity. 
After  a show  trial.  Padilla  was  sentenced 
in  2007  to  more  than  17  years  in  prison. 

The  Spartacist  League  and  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  filed  amici  curiae 
(friends  of  the  court)  briefs  against 
Padilla’s  indefinite  detention,  challenging 
the  entire  construct  of  the  “war  on  ter- 
ror”— a "war”  without  end,  waged  against 
an  undefined  enemy,  that  has  put  un- 
precedented powers  in  the  hands  of  the 
presidency.  Our  briefs  noted  that  the 
“Executive’s  declaration  that  its  ‘war 
against  terrorism’  forfeits  constitutional 
protections  for  designated  individuals" 
amounts  to  the  government  “proclaiming 
the  right  to  disappear  citizens  of  its  choos- 
ing.” We  stated: 

"The  case  of  Jose  Padilla  tests  the  very 
existence  of  the  fundamental  rights  of 
due  process — liberty  of  the  individual 
from  the  arbitrary,  discriminatory  power 
of  the  state — and  the  freedoms  protected 
by  the  First  Amendment.  It  poses  the 
evisceration  of  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  citizenship  embodied  in  the  first  ten 
Amendments  to  the  Constitution  and 
secured  on  the  battlefield  of  the  Civil 
War  and  in  class  and  social  struggle  over 
the  past  hundred  and  more  years.  If  the 
imperial  President  is  upheld,  Padilla’s 
detention  threatens  to  become  the  Dred 
Scott  case  of  our  time,  a declaration  that 
‘Citizens  have  no  rights  that  the  govern- 
ment is  bound  to  respect’." 

Now,  under  Obama,  the  NDAA  fur- 
ther guts  habeas  corpus . due  process  and 
the  Bill  of  Rights.  This  is  not  to  mention 
the  direct  violation  of  the  Posse  Comita- 
tus  Act  of  1878,  which  prohibits  military 
forces  from  engaging  in  domestic  law 
enforcement. 

Former  officials  of  the  Bush  regime 
have  lavished  Obama  with  praise  for 
extending  his  predecessor’s  key  poli- 
cies: detention  of  "enemy  combatants” 
at  Guantanamo.  Bagram  and  elsewhere; 
kangaroo-court  military  commissions  for 
accused  terrorists;  torture  and  extraor- 
dinary rendition;  expansion  of  domes- 
tic wiretapping  and  other  surveillance. 
Obama  has  put  his  own  stamp  on  the 
"war  on  terror,"  from  persecuting  record 
numbers  of  government  whistle-blowers 
in  the  name  of  protecting  "state  secrets” 
to  the  assassination  of  U.S.  citizen  Anwar 
al-Awlaki  in  Yemen  in  September  by  a 
drone  missile  strike.  The  White  House 
ceaselessly  trumpets  the  assassination  of 
Osama  bin  Laden  last  May  as  demonstrat- 
ing this  administration’s  prowess  as  the 
world's  top  cop. 

This  did  not  deter  the  reformist  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP)  from  supporting 
calls  by  sundry  liberal  groups  on  Obama 
to  veto  the  NDAA  ( Workers  World,  23 
December  2011).  The  WWP  was  among 
the  loudest  voices  on  the  reformist  left 
that  cheered  the  election  of  Democrat 
continued  on  page  10 


Free  Birth  Control  on  Demand  for  All! 


White  House  Obstructs  Morning-After  Pill  for  Teens 


It’s  a good  rule  of  thumb  that  if  some- 
one. somewhere,  desperately  needs  help, 
the  government  will  do  its  best  to  make 
sure  they  don’t  get  it.  The  Obama  ad- 
ministration last  month  struck  another 
blow  for  human  misery — perhaps  not  its 
largest  or  worst,  but  painful  enough — by 
refusing  to  allow  girls  under  the  age  of 
17  easy  access  to  morning-after  emer- 
gency contraceptives.  A small  tentacle  of 
rationality  had  crept  out  from  the  Food 
and  Drug  Administration  (FDA)  when 
the  agency  on  December  7 approved 
the  contraceptive  “Plan  B One-Step”  for 
over-the-counter  sales  to  anyone,  regard- 
less of  age,  who  needs  it.  This  move 
toward  humaneness  and  common  sense 
was  promptly  crushed  by  Obama  and 
his  Health  and  Human  Services  secre- 
tary Kathleen  Sebelius  the  same  day 
in  an  unprecedented  overruling  of  the 
FDA.  So  now  women  17  and  older  must 
still  ask  a pharmacist  for  the  pill,  while 
those  younger  must  beg  a doctor  for  a 
prescription,  if  they  can  even  find  one 
willing  to  give  it  to  them  in  time. 


Obama  claimed  patriarchal  privilege 
“as  the  father  of  two  daughters"  in  jus- 
tifying the  ban,  an  obvious  ploy  to  cater 
to  Christian  fundamentalist  voters  for 
this  year’s  elections.  Certainly,  concern 


TROTSKY 


Marx  and  Engels  Were  Right! 

As  Leon  Trotsky  observed  during  the 
1930s  Great  Depression,  the  understanding 
laid  out  by  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
in  the  1847  Communist  Manifesto  that  capi- 
talism is  a system  of  crisis  and  immisera- 
tion  has  been  borne  out  time  and  again.  The 
following  is  taken  from  Trotsky's  introduc- 
tion to  the  first  Afrikaans  translation  of  the 
Communist  Manifesto,  which  was  prepared 
by  his  South  African  comrades. 


LENIN 


The  anatomy  of  capitalism,  as  a specific  stage  in  the  economic  development  of  society, 
was  given  by  Marx  in  its  finished  form  in  Capital  (1867).  But  even  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto  the  main  lines  of  the  future  analysis  are  firmly  sketched:  the  payment  for  labor 
power  as  equivalent  to  the  cost  of  its  reproduction;  the  appropriation  of  surplus  value  by 
the  capitalists;  competition  as  the  basic  law  of  social  relations;  the  ruination  of  interme- 
diate classes,  i.e.,  the  urban  petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  peasantry;  the  concentration  of 
wealth  in  the  hands  of  an  ever-diminishing  number  of  property  owners,  at  the  one  pole, 
and  the  numerical  growth  of  the  proletariat,  at  the  other;  the  preparation  of  the  material 
and  political  preconditions  for  the  socialist  regime. 

The  proposition  in  the  Manifesto  concerning  the  tendency  of  capitalism  to  lower  the 
living  standards  of  the  workers,  and  even  to  transform  them  into  paupers,  had  been  sub- 
jected to  a heavy  barrage.  Parsons,  professors,  ministers,  journalists,  Social  Democratic 
theoreticians,  and  trade  union  leaders  came  to  the  front  against  the  so-called  “theory 
of  impoverishment."  They  invariably  discovered  signs  of  growing  prosperity  among 
the  toilers,  palming  off  the  labor  aristocracy  as  the  proletariat,  or  taking  a fleeting 
tendency  as  permanent.  Meanwhile,  even  the  development  of  the  mightiest  capitalism 
in  the  world,  namely,  U.S.  capitalism,  has  transformed  millions  of  workers  into  paupers 
who  are  maintained  at  the  expense  of  federal,  municipal,  or  private  charity. 

As  against  the  Manifesto,  which  depicted  commercial  and  industrial  crises  as  a series 
of  ever  more  extensive  catastrophes,  the  revisionists  vowed  that  the  national  and  inter- 
national development  of  trusts  would  assure  control  over  the  market,  and  lead  gradually 
to  the  abolition  of  crises.  The  close  of  the  last  century  and  the  beginning  of  the  present 
one  were  in  reality  marked  by  a development  of  capitalism  so  tempestuous  as  to  make 
crises  seem  only  “accidental”  stoppages.  But  this  epoch  has  gone  beyond  return.  In  the 
last  analysis,  truth  proved  to  be  on  Marx's  side  in  this  question  as  well. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “Ninety  Years  of  the  Communist  Manifesto”  (1937) 


AP 

Obama's  Health  secretary  Kathleen 
Sebelius  overruled  FDA  decision  that 
morning-after  pill  be  available  over  the 
counter  to  all  women. 

for  young  girls  has  nothing  to  do  with  it. 
This  is  a vicious  attack  on  young  women, 
particularly  young  black  and  Hispanic 
women  who  have  the  highest  rate  of  teen 
pregnancy,  reflecting  their  limited  access 
to  health  care  in  this  deeply  racist,  class- 
divided  society.  The  vast  majority  of  people 
start  having  sex  in  their  teens  and  almost 
half  of  all  girls  have  had  heterosexual  sex 
before  their  17th  birthday,  most  beginning 
at  age  15  or  16.  Yet  in  this  irrational  society 
abstinence  is  the  agenda  pushed  in  many 
“sex”  education  programs. 

Obama  and  his  “Health”  secretary  float 
above  the  apparently  thorny  issue  of  teen- 
age pregnancy  because  they  don’t  want 
to  deal  with  the  dreaded  “A-word”  (abor- 
tion) or  with  the  real  needs  of  teens  hav- 
ing babies.  As  of  October  2011,  36  states 
require  minors  to  get  parental  consent 
before  seeking  an  abortion,  and  even 
then  nearly  90  percent  of  counties  have 
no  abortion  facilities  at  all. 

Unrestricted  access  to  contraception 
and  abortion  is  essential  for  women, 
including  teenagers,  to  have  control  over 
their  own  fertility.  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader 
with  V.  I.  Lenin  of  the  October  1917  Rus- 
sian Revolution,  wrote  that  birth  control 
and  abortion  are  among  women’s  “most 
important  civil,  political  and  cultural 
rights"  (The  Revolution  Betrayed  (1936]). 
We  call  for  free  abortion  on  demand  as 
part  of  free,  quality  health  care  for  all  as 
well  as  free  24-hour  childcare! 

What  idiotic  justifications  were  made  for 
denying  the  morning-after  pill  to  younger 
teens?  Secretary  Sebelius  claimed  she  was 
worried  that  11-year-olds,  some  10  percent 
of  whom  have  begun  menstruation,  might 


not  understand  the  label  instructions.  Out- 
raged feminist  Katha  Pollitt  pointed  out 
on  her  Nation  blog  (8  December  2011): 
"Here  are  the  instructions,  courtesy  of  an 
alert  commcnter  at  www.nytimes.com: 
‘Plan  B One-Step  dosage  consists  of  a sin- 
gle tablet  taken  once.  A second  tablet  or 
dose  is  not  required.  The  Plan  B One-Step 
tablet  should  be  taken  as  soon  as  possible 
and  not  more  than  72  hours  (3  days)  after 
unprotected  intercourse  or  contraceptive 
failure.'  If  a sixth  grader  can’t  understand 
those  elementary,  crystal-clear  instruc- 
tions, we  should  just  move  back  to  the 
caves,  because  civilization  is  finished.” 

U.S.  civilization  may  not  be  finished, 
but  it  is  moving  backwards  in  a period  char- 
acterized by  vicious  cycles  of  social  reac- 
tion to  buttress  the  decaying  capitalist- 
imperialist  order,  upheld  by  Obama  as 
much  as  by  the  foam-flecked  Republican 
right  he  seeks  to  co-opt.  Katha  Pollitt  and 
the  feminists  aren’t  helping  either;  she 
bitterly  commented  that  Obama  “must 
be  assuming"  that  pro-choice  Democratic 
women  "are  captive  voters — we  have  no 
place  to  go.  That  may  be  true.” 

This  is  an  honest  confession  from  Pollitt 
of  the  losing  lesser-evil  strategy  of  "fight 
the  right."  While  Obama  and  the  Demo- 
crats may  seem  rational  in  comparison  to 
the  frighteningly  demented  bible-thumping 
Republican  lineup,  the  Democrats  repre- 
sent the  interests  of  the  same  bourgeois 
ruling  class.  Both  parties  push  their  anti- 
sex agenda  on  young  women,  effectively 
condemning  teens  to  early  motherhood, 
yet  both  parties  rule  a society  where  poor, 
young,  working-class  women  and  their 
babies  cannot  thrive.  Unemployment  is 
endemic,  higher  education  is  increas- 
ingly unaffordable,  and  police  brutality 
and  imprisonment  are  “the  future"  for 
increasing  numbers  of  minority  youth. 

The  Obama  administration’s  ruling  on 
the  morning-after  pill  shows  that  the 
religion-drenched,  cruel  priorities  of  bour- 
geois electoral  politics  trump  the  needs  of 
some  of  the  most  vulnerable  members  of 
society.  Sexual  repression  is  all  about  social 
control.  The  capitalist  class  seeks  to  but- 
tress the  family — the  main  social  institu- 
tion oppressing  women — which  along  with 
organized  religion  and  the  state  forms  a 
triad  that  props  up  the  exploitation  of  labor. 

Opening  the  road  to  the  expansion  of 
human  freedoms,  including  freedom  of 
sexuality,  requires  socialist  revolution  to 
abolish  the  capitalist  system  of  exploita- 
tion once  and  for  all.  For  women’s  libera- 
tion through  socialist  revolution!  ■ 
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5 December  201 1 
Dear  Workers  Vanguard, 

I appreciated  your  article  in  WV  No. 
989,  “Economics  of  a Workers  State  in 
Transition  to  Socialism”  [Young  Spartacus 
pages].  This  article  helped  me  understand 
that  communism  cannot  be  achieved  in  a 
short  time  although  we  must  be  prepared 
for  a revolution  which  can  strike  rather 
quickly.  It  also  made  clear  that  deformed 
workers  states  such  as  China  do  not  rep- 
resent the  kind  of  revolution  that  Trotsky 
and  Lenin  had  envisioned  when  leading 
the  first  successful  workers  revolution 
in  1917.  “Market  Socialism",  as  comrade 
Seymour  points  out.  is  an  economic  sys- 
tem that  still  leads  to  unemployment, 
shortages  of  items  and  overall  economic 
waste.  These  deformities  are  birthed  by 
the  bureaucracy  that  does  not  have  a pro- 
gram for  international  class  struggle  and 


revolution  that  is  paramount  in  achieving 
communism. 

Many  left  organizations  argue  that 
socialism  means  a fair  share  for  every 
individual  but  this  article  rightly  focuses 
on  the  maximization  of  production.  In 
“Critique  of  the  Gotha  Programme"  Karl 
Marx  makes  the  point  that  because  com- 
munism will  come  out  of  the  womb  of 
capitalism  there  will  still  be  people  who 
make  more  wages  and  have  a higher  stan- 
dard of  living  than  others.  This  is  because 
it  will  take  generations  of  people  work- 
ing communally  under  a society  in  which 
capitalism  is  no  longer  the  system  in 
place,  for  society  to  achieve  the  maximi- 
zation of  production  required  to  achieve 
communism  in  which  Marx  says,  “From 
each  according  to  his  abilities,  to  each 
according  to  his  needs". 

Paul 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Holiday  Appeal  for  Class-War  Prisoners 


“Join  Us  in  the  Fight  to 
Change  the  World!” 


As  part  of  its  26th  annual  Holiday 
Appeal,  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
held  a fundraising  event  at  the  United 
Electrical  workers  union  hall  in  Chicago 
on  December  11.  The  Holiday  Appeal 
provides  support  for  the  PDC’s  program 
of  sending  monthly  stipends  and  holiday 
gifts  to  16  class-war  prisoners— those 
who  have  been  imprisoned  for  stand- 
ing up  to  racist  capitalist  repression 
and  whose  freedom  is  in  the  interest  of 
the  entire  working  class.  The  following 
speech,  edited  for  publication,  was  deliv- 
ered by  Paula  Daniels  on  behalf  of  the 
Chicago  Spartacist  League. 

The  class-war  prisoners  we  are  hon- 
oring tonight  paint  a vivid  and  painful 
picture  of  lives  stolen  from  courageous 
individuals,  locked  away  for  decades  for 
taking  a stand  against  this  racist  capitalist 
system  in  some  way.  These  class-war  pris- 
oners are  a reminder  that  the  bourgeoisie 
does  not  take  lightly  any  challenge  to  its 
order  or  any  infringement  on  its  profits, 
and  eagerly  metes  out  vindictive  punish- 
ment to  those  who  tear  away  at  the  demo- 
cratic facade  to  reveal  the  rotting  beast 
that  is  U.S.  imperialism. 

Persecuting  those  who  buck  the  system 
or  cut  across  the  grain  of  mainstream 
beliefs  is  hardly  new.  Italian  philosopher 
Giordano  Bruno  was  burned  at  the  stake 
for  advocating  the  Copernican  belief  that 
the  Earth  indeed  orbits  the  sun.  John 
Brown  was  indicted  for  “treason  to  the 
Commonwealth”  and  “conspiring  with 
slaves  to  commit  treason  and  murder” 
and  executed  for  his  heroic  fight  against 
slavery.  Many  of  the  most  prescient,  bold 
thinkers  have  been  met  with  scorn  or 
worse  for  their  innovative  and  accurate 
ideas.  This  theme  frames  my  remarks  for 
tonight.  Karl  Marx  was  another  brilliant, 
yet  vilified  thinker.  Marx’s  views  hold 
true  to  this  day  and  their  validity  is  ines- 
capable from  every  angle. 

For  instance,  never  has  it  been  clearer 
what  a losing  strategy  it  is  to  ally  with 
the  class  enemy,  in  this  case  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  of  capitalism,  racism  and  war. 
Obama  bailed  out  the  banks  with  one  hand 
as  he  stuck  it  to  the  workers  and  oppressed 
with  the  other.  What  began  as  Bush’s  "war 
on  terror”  has  continued  under  Obama’s 
leadership:  the  war  in  Afghanistan,  the 
bombing  of  Pakistan,  threats  to  bomb  Iran. 

As  the  first  black  president,  dangerous 
illusions  in  Obama  soared  particularly 
high  and  many  feel  let  down.  But  let’s  be 
clear — he  did  not  betray.  He  is  doing  right 
by  his  class — the  capitalist  ruling  class. 
From  the  White  House  to  the  State  House 
to  City  Hall,  black  Democrats  play  a spe- 
cial role  in  enforcing  racist  oppression 
against  the  black  masses,  acting  as  over- 
seers for  the  white  ruling  class.  There  can 
be  no  justice  for  black  people  in  this  racist 
capitalist  system.  Our  program  of  revolu- 
tionary integrationism  means  mobilizing 
the  tremendous  power  of  the  multiracial 
working  class  against  every  manifestation 
of  racial  oppression — such  as  segregation 
in  schools  and  housing,  mass  incarcera- 
tion, lack  of  jobs — as  part  of  the  fight  for 
black  freedom,  which  means  uprooting 
the  source  of  black  oppression:  capital- 
ism. Black  people  will  only  be  fully  inte- 
grated in  an  egalitarian  society,  through 
workers  revolution. 

The  trade-union  misleaders  play  a 
critical  role  in  keeping  the  working 
class  tied  to  this  same  Democratic  Party. 
Indeed  they  are  a useful  player  with  their 


protectionism,  their  derailing  strikes  and 
ensuring  class  peace.  As  the  next  electoral 
circus  rolls  into  town  with  the  upcoming 
presidential  elections  (complete  with  the 
new  deranged  Tea  Party  tent),  rest  assured 
these  trade-union  misleaders  will  mobi- 
lize thousands. ..to  ring  doorbells  for  the 
Democrats. 


The  aptly  dubbed  "labor  lieutenants  of 
capital"  gave  us  a stunning  display  of  the 
impotence  of  their  class-collaborationist 
politics  last  winter  in  Madison,  Wis- 
consin. Tens  of  thousands  from  unions 
representing  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
unionists  converged  on  Capitol  Square  in 
Madison,  outraged  by  the  anti-labor  leg- 
islation. Encapsulated  in  this  was  massive 
potential  social  power:  men  and  women, 
black,  white,  Hispanic,  Asian  ready  to 
fight.  And  what  were  they  told?  Recall  the 
bad  Republicans,  elect  good  Democrats. 
In  other  words,  don’t  struggle — vote  for 
the  lesser  of  the  capitalist  evils.  Instead 
of  this  losing  strategy,  what  is  needed  is 
some  good  old-fashioned  class  struggle 
to  counter  these  massive  attacks  being 
waged  against  us. 

In  addition,  these  labor  misleaders 
get  help  from  a plethora  of  self-avowed 
socialist  groups  peddling  their  pressure 
politics,  begging  the  powers  that  be  to 
behave  more  humanely.  You’ve  seen  them 
out  there — Progressive  Labor,  Revolu- 
tionary Communist  Party,  Workers  World 
Party,  Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation, 
etc. — pushing  that  tired  reformism.  The 
International  Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
always  seems  to  win  the  Most  Shameless 
award.  You  can  hear  it  in  their  own  words: 
"Obama  had  the  opportunity  to  change 
the  direction  of  U.S.  politics  and  soci- 


ety— and  the  popularity  to  accomplish  it. 
Even  those  on  the  left,  like  us  at  Socialist 
Worker,  who  were  skeptical  of  Obama’s 
promises  concluded  that  the  multiple  cri- 
ses facing  the  White  House  would  compel 
the  president  to  move  away  from  the  free- 
market,  neoliberal  policies  that  character- 
ized not  only  Bush,  but  the  Clinton  admin- 


istration before  him”  ( Socialist  Worker, 
27  January  2010).  Shameless,  right? 

This  short  quote  graphically  shows  the 
ISO’s  touching  faith  in  the  bourgeoisie. 
Not  one  of  these  groups  believes  you  can 
mobilize  the  working  class  on  a revolu- 
tionary program,  so  they  look  to  pressur- 
ing the  bourgeoisie — the  same  bourgeoisie 


running  roughshod  across  the  globe  in 
defense  of  its  profits. 

Economically,  things  are  no  better  in 
capitalist  Europe.  Daily  we  hear  about 
the  fragile  state  of  the  European  Union 
(EU)  and  the  brutal  assault  on  the  work- 
ing class  and  immigrants.  Though  the 
crisis  in  Europe  has  been  met  with  more 
militancy  and  strikes,  the  workers  are 
equally  disarmed  politically  (see  “Eco- 
nomic Crisis  Rips  Europe."  WV  No.  992, 
9 December  2011). 

From  day  one.  we  pointed  out  that  the 
European  Union  was  a reactionary  impe- 
rialist consortium.  The  origins  of  the  EU 
go  back  to  the  1950s  when  the  West  Euro- 
pean imperialists,  led  by  the  U.S.,  sought 
to  consolidate  their  alliance  against  the 
Soviet  Union  through  improved  economic 
cohesion.  In  spite  of  its  degeneration  under 
a parasitic  bureaucratic  caste  led  by  Stalin 
which  appropriated  political  power  start- 
ing in  1924,  the  Soviet  Union  remained  a 
workers  state  based  on  the  expropriation 
of  the  capitalists  and  the  collectivization 
of  the  means  of  production  resulting  from 
the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolution.  That  is 
why  we  Trotskyists  defended  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  why  the  imperialists  wanted 
to  destroy  it  in  order  to  regain  unlim- 
ited access  to  those  markets,  including 
throughout  East  Europe.  Today,  following 
the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92,  the  EU  remains 
committed  to  squeezing  what  it  can  out  of 
the  working  class  and  the  oppressed. 

As  the  capitalist  economies  nose-dive 
internationally,  China’s  economy  is  grow- 
ing. Why?  There  is  a different  economic 
system  in  place  in  China.  It  is  not  capitalist 
and  the  international  imperialist  bourgeoi- 
sie knows  it.  That  is  what  is  behind  the 
China-bashing  and  behind  Obama’s  move 
to  beet  up  the  U.S.  military  presence  in 
Australia,  and  elsewhere.  Despite  China’s 
bureaucratic  deformations,  its  economy 
is  not  based  on  private  ownership  of  the 
means  of  production  and  therefore  is  not 
held  prisoner  to  the  anarchy  of  the  free 
market — which  is  not  to  say  China  is  not 
affected  by  international  market  forces. 
As  with  the  Soviet  Union  when  it  existed, 
we  unconditionally  defend  China  against 
imperialist  attack  or  internal  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  And  key  to  that  defense 
is  calling  for  a political  revolution  to  oust 
the  Chinese  bureaucracy  that  stands  as  a 
continued  on  page  1 1 


26th  Annual  PDC  Holiday  Appeal 


Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners! 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Friday,  January  6 
6 to  9 p.m. 

CWA  Local  1180  Hall 
6 Harrison  Street 
(Manhattan,  1 train  to  Franklin) 

For  info.:  (212)  406-4252 


TORONTO 


Friday,  January  20 
7 to  10  p.m. 

Steelworkers  Hall 
25  Cecil  Street 
(1  block  south  of  College  at 
Ross  St.,  west  of  Queen's  Park  Sta.) 
For  info.:  (416)  593-4138 


Sponsored  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee 

(212)  406-4252  • partisandefense@earthlink.net  • www.partisandefense.org 


Left:  March  2011 
Madison  rally 
against  bill 
attacking 
Wisconsin  public 
employee  unions. 
Below:  Families 
line  up  for  food 
and  toy  giveaway 
in  Chicago 
on  Christmas 
Eve,  2010. 
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Fauqu6/le  Monde 

Left:  Tunisian  president  Moncef  Marzouki  (front,  center)  and  deputies  praying  together  at  first  session  of  Constituent  Assembly,  November  22.  Right:  Unem- 
ployed protesters  from  Gafsa  mining  region  in  November  outside  Tunisian  Chemical  Group  headquarters  in  Tunis. 


Tunisian  Elections: 

Victory  for  Islamic 


The  following  article  is  trans- 
lated from  Le  Bolchdvik  No.  198 
(December  2011),  newspaper  of 
our  comrades  of  the  Ligue  Trots- 
kyste  de  France. 

The  popular  revolt  in  Tunisia  that 
ousted  hated  despot  Ben  Ali  last  Janu- 
ary resulted  in  the  election  of  a new 
constituent  assembly  on  October  23. 
With  the  blessing  of  the  imperialists,  the 


Reactionaries 


investors”  (La  Presse  Tunisi- 
enne,  27  October  201 1).  In  other 
words,  privatization,  austerity 
and  more  grinding  poverty  for 
the  working  masses. 


LE 


BOLCHEVI 


"modernist”  Islamists  of  the  Ennahda 
party  took  89  of  the  217  seats  in  the  new 
assembly,  which  is  now  tasked  with  the 
job  of  running  the  country  for  the  next 
year  as  well  as  drafting  a new  constitu- 
tion. Ennahda,  the  secular  Congress  for 
the  Republic  (CPR),  a bourgeois  party, 
and  Ettakatol  (Democratic  Forum 
for  Labor  and  Freedom),  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  Second  Interna- 
tional, have  formed  a coalition  to  run 
the  country.  However,  the  Islamists 
have  the  real  power  in  the  coalition. 
Ennahda’s  Number  Two,  Hamadi 
Jebali,  was  named  prime  minister  on 
December  14,  and  his  party  got  most 
of  the  key  ministerial  posts,  notably 
that  of  the  police,  as  well  as  the  min- 
istry of  mosques. 

The  ex-Stalinist  Communist  Work- 
ers Party  of  Tunisia  (PCOT),  which  won 
only  three  seats  in  the  assembly,  was 
apparently  also  invited  to  join  the  new 
government  but  declined,  asserting  that 
"remaining  outside  the  government  is  the 
best  choice  for  the  PCOT"  (La  Presse 
de  Tunisie,  19  November  2011).  As  we 
explained  in  our  articles  earlier  this  year, 
while  the  organized  working  class  played 
a quite  significant  role  in  the  popular 
uprising  that  led  to  the  toppling  of  the 
hated  dictator  Ben  Ali,  it  remained  politi- 
cally subordinated  to  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
main  trade-union  federation,  the  General 
Union  of  Tunisian  Workers  (UGTT), 
which  is  led  by  longtime  Ben  Ali  toady 
Abdesselem  Jerad,  has  since  last  January 
engaged  in  various  political  blocs,  subor- 
dinating itself  to  bourgeois  forces,  includ- 
ing the  Islamic  reactionaries  of  Ennahda, 
in  a so-called  “National  Council  to  Safe- 
guard the  Revolution,"  which  was  formed 
on  February  11.  Jerad  & Co.  thus  helped 
build  the  credibility  of  Ennahda,  which 
then  won  the  election.  As  we  wrote  back 
in  March,  “By  thus  chaining  the  work- 
ers to  their  class  enemy,  the  trade-union 


bureaucrats  and  reformists  are  paving  the 
way  to  a bloody  defeat  for  the  workers 
and  the  oppressed.  It  is  necessary  to  break 
with  class  collaboration!”  (Le  Bolchevik 
No.  195,  March  2011). 

Indicative  of  the  increasing  disillu- 
sionment among  the  Tunisian  masses 
over  the  perspectives  offered  by  the  first 
"democratic”  elections  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  the  rate  of  abstention  was  46 
percent  on  average  and  was  especially 
high  in  the  rural  and  less  industrialized 
areas  of  the  country.  Tunisia  has  long 
been  known  as  the  least  religious  and 
most  secular  country  in  the  region.  The 
Ennahda  victory  thus  does  not  as  such 
indicate  a strong  turn  toward  political 


anti-Islam.  In  June,  ultra-conservative 
Salafist  Muslims  attacked  a showing  of 
the  film  Neither  Allah,  Nor  Master!  as 
promoting  secularism  and  issued  death 
threats  against  filmmaker  Nadia  El  Fani. 
In  October,  thousands  of  Islamists  dem- 
onstrated at  the  headquarters  of  a local 
television  station  and  set  it  on  fire  to 
protest  against  its  showing  of  Persepo- 
lis,  an  animated  film  that  denounces  the 
reactionary  impact  of  the  1979  “Islamic 
revolution”  in  Iran  and  that  the  protesters 
claimed  to  be  insulting  to  Islam. 

While  Ennahda  professed  to  denounce 
the  violence  of  the  protests,  Rached  Ghan- 
nouchi  announced  his  support  of  “the 
right  of  the  Tunisian  people  to  defend  its 


Workers  Must  Fight  for 
Their  Own  Class  Rule! 


Islam,  given  that  less  than  one-quarter 
of  the  potential  voters  cast  ballots  for  its 
slates.  However,  this  victory  is  ominous. 

Immediately  following  the  election, 
Ennahda  leader  Rached  Ghannouchi 
pledged  to  maintain  a secular  course, 
arguing  that  his  party  has  no  interest  in 
establishing  sharia  (Islamic)  law  or  alien- 
ating other  parties  in  the  coalition  govern- 
ment. Indeed,  Ghannouchi  chose  to  gov- 
ern in  alliance  with  secular  parties  rather 
than  with  the  populist  Al-Aridah  Chaabia 
("People’s  Petition  for  Liberty,  Justice  and 
Development”),  a bourgeois  party  led  by 
a London  businessman  who  had  been  an 
Ennahda  activist  until  1992  and  reportedly 
forged  close  ties  with  the  Ben  Ali  regime. 

However,  while  Rached  Ghannou- 
chi may  promise,  as  he  did  in  his  first 
post-election  speech,  that  “Tunisia  is  for 
everyone."  attacks  on  basic  rights  are 
sure  to  be  on  the  rise.  On  December  3.  a 
band  of  about  1,000  Islamic  reactionar- 
ies attacked  secular  demonstrators  with 
stones  in  front  of  the  parliament,  wound- 
ing many  people.  Even  before  the  elec- 
tions. Ennahda  supporters  began  to  flex 
their  muscles.  Two  of  the  larger  attacks 
were  against  films  perceived  as  being 


religion”  (I’Humanitt,  19  October  2011). 
Now  it  is  the  manager  of  the  TV  station 
that  showed  Persepolis  who  is  being 
prosecuted  for  “violating  sacred  values 
and  moral  standards  and  disturbing  pub- 
lic order,"  and  he  faces  up  to  three  years 
in  prison  (Le  Monde , 17  November  2011). 
Drop  the  charges! 

In  the  weeks  following  the  elections, 
Ennahda  has  above  all  sought  to  reassure 
the  Tunisian  bourgeoisie  and  Western 
imperialism  of  its  commitment  to  improv- 
ing the  state  of  the  Tlinisian  economy.  One 
of  its  main  concerns  is  to  bolster  the  flag- 
ging tourist  industry,  vowing  to  continue 
to  allow  liquor  and  bikinis  at  the  country’s 
beach  resorts  (while  simultaneously  hint- 
ing that  hotels  should  also  offer  liquor-free 
bookings  for  Muslims).  More  specifically, 
just  a few  short  days  after  the  elections. 
Ennahda  met  with  Tunisian  stock  mar- 
ket representatives  to  discuss  the  imple- 
mentation of  its  program  of  "developing 
and  encouraging  private  sector  initiatives 
while  strengthening  the  market  economy 
by  improving  the  business  environment 
so  that  companies  can  more  easily  access 
financial  markets,  as  well  encouraging 
direct  and  portfolio  investment  by  foreign 


For  Working-Class 
Independence 

There  has  indeed  been  no  improve- 
ment in  the  desperate  material  conditions 
that  led  Mohamed  Bouazizi,  a young 
street  vendor  of  vegetables,  to  set  him- 
self on  fire  in  Sidi  Bouzid  in  December 
2010,  sparking  the  countrywide  revolt 
that  overthrew  Ben  Ali.  A general  wage 
increase  of  4.7  percent  was  largely  eaten 
up  by  consumer  inflation,  which  hit  an 
annual  rate  of  4.5  percent  in  October. 
Unemployment,  which  hits  young  people 
the  hardest,  has  increased  by  more  than 
a third  since  the  beginning  of  2011,  and 
the  number  of  unemployed  could  reach 
one  million  by  the  end  of  201 1.  Con- 
ditions have  been  made  even  worse 
by  the  return  of  tens  of  thousands  of 
Tunisians  who  had  been  working  in 
Libya. 

Strikes,  sit-ins  and  workplace  block- 
ages have  continued  unabated  since 
January  2011  in  just  about  every  sec- 
tor of  the  economy:  in  telecommuni- 
cations, transportation,  education,  the 
phosphate  industry,  oil,  aviation  and 
tourism,  as  well  involving  doctors,  judges, 
postal  workers,  market  vendors,  brewery 
workers — the  list  goes  on.  To  cite  just  one 
example,  the  Financial  Times  (15  August 
2011)  reported  that  in  July  there  had  been 
a total  of  184  protest  roadblocks  across 
Tunisia,  up  from  103  in  June,  and  that  156 
protests  had  blocked  access  to  industrial 
sites,  including  oil  companies,  up  from  78 
in  June.  The  “post-revolutionary"  police 
have  continued  to  brutally  suppress  these 
protests  with  the  help  of  the  army.  Thabet 
Belkacem,  a 14-year-old  youth,  was  killed 
on  July  16  by  the  cops  in  Sidi  Bouzid. 
Again  on  November  23  in  Kasserine,  cops 
firing  their  guns  in  the  air  attacked  sev- 
eral thousand  demonstrators  with  tear  gas 
(tunistribune.com,  24  November  2011). 

There  was  a slight  dip  in  the  number  of 
strikes  in  the  month  before  the  elections,  as 
the  UGTT  obscenely  called  on  the  work- 
ing class  to  avoid  all  strikes  in  the  weeks 
leading  up  to  the  elections — a call  that 
was  only  partially  heeded.  Having  histori- 
cally engaged  in  militant  class  struggle, 
the  UGTT  finally  succumbed  to  years  of 
repression  under  Ben  Ali;  many  of  its  top 
leaders  even  joined  the  leadership  of  his 
Democratic-Constitutional  Rally  (RCD) 
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party.  Today  the  UGTT  claims  to  represent 
more  than  half  a million  members. 

The  Tunisian  working  class  remains 
chained  to  its  own  bourgeoisie  not  only  by 
the  trade-union  bureaucracy  but  also  by  the 
reformist  left  groups,  many  of  which  were 
banned  or  repressed  by  the  Ben  Ali  regime. 
These  include  the  ex-Stalinist  PCOT  and 
the  predecessors  of  the  League  of  the 
Workers  Left  (LGO),  which  has  links  with 
the  New  Anti-Capitalist  Party  of  Olivier 
Besancenot  in  France.  Ettajdid  (the  former 
Communist  Party)  ran  in  the  elections  as 
part  of  the  "Modernist  Democratic  Pole” 
slate,  which  won  five  seats.  While  its  cam- 
paign centered  on  warning  against  the  dan- 
gers of  the  Islamists,  and  Ennahda  in  par- 
ticular. Ettajdid  secretary  general  Ahmed 
Ibrahim  told  Reuters  (12  October  2011) 
that  differences  with  Ennahda  “should  not 
prevent  coexistence  with  it....  Democracy 
means  coexistence  with  everyone,  without 
exception,  including  Ennahda."  Indeed, 
the  fact  that  the  electoral  campaign  was 
dominated  by  the  polarization  between 
“secular”  and  Islamist  forces  helped  mask 
the  utter  failure  of  the  workers  movement 
to  pose. the  real  question:  bourgeois  rule 
(whether  secular  or  not)  or  workers  rule. 
The  Tunisian  proletariat  must  become  a 
class  for  itself,  fighting  for  power  in  its  own 
name:  and  for  this  they  need  a revolution- 
ary Leninist  party. 

As  for  the  LGO,  it  tried  to  build  its  own 
class-collaborationist  alliance  (dubbed  an 
"anti-liberal  and  anti-imperialist  front") 
with  component  parts  of  the  "January  14 
Front,"  a popular  front  including  bour- 
geois formations  such  as  self-proclaimed 
Nasserist  or  Ba'athist  groups  that  was  set 
up  following  Ben  Ali’s  ouster.  Failing 
that,  and  having  also  failed  to  obtain  its 
full  legalization,  the  LGO  issued  a state- 
ment on  October  9 calling  for  a boycott 
of  the  elections  and  complaining  of  "the 
absence  of  the  necessary  conditions  for  a 
democratic  election"  (Tout  est  a nous!  Web 
site.  22  September  and  22  October  2011). 


law,  arranged  marriages  are  frequent  and 
a man  must  pay  a dowry  for  his  future 
wife.  Magic  rituals  called  the  tasfih  are 
performed  to  supposedly  protect  the  vir- 
ginity of  pubescent  girls,  while  hymeno- 
plasty  (surgical  restoration  of  the  hymen 
to  give  the  appearance  of  virginity)  is 
performed  among  petty-bourgeois  layers 
of  society.  Sexual  harassment  is  common- 
place, and  women  are  very  much  discrim- 
inated against  in  inheritance  laws. 

In  the  recent  election,  parties  were 
not  allowed  to  run  unless  half  their  lists 
were  made  up  of  women.  The  number  of 
women  actually  elected  was  just  49  out  of 
the  217  seats — including  42  for  Ennahda, 
many  of  whom  are  veiled  women  who 
believe  that  women  should  live  according 
to  their  view  of  sharia  law.  The  parity 
clause  helped  Ennahda  present  itself  as 
pro-woman.  As  Marxists,  we  are  opposed 
to  the  state  dictating  whom  a political 
party,  including  a revolutionary  party,  is 
allowed  to  put  forward,  whether  male  or 
female,  “citizen"  or  "foreigner.” 

Women  comprise  nearly  30  percent 
of  the  country’s  workforce,  including 
among  the  working  class  (one-third  of 
UGTT  members  are  women).  In  addition, 
the  majority  of  university  students  are 
women,  and  among  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
31  percent  of  lawyers,  40  percent  of  col- 
lege professors  and  42  percent  of  doctors 
are  women.  This  layer  of  highly  quali- 
fied petty-bourgeois  professional  women 
has  generated  numerous  women’s  rights 
groups  acting  largely  as  watchdogs  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  CPS.  Many  of  these 
women  are  now  understandably  wor- 
ried about  what  the  electoral  victory  of 
Ennahda  will  mean  for  women’s  rights. 

Rached  Ghannouchi  has  been  care- 
ful to  insist  that  Ennahda  intends  to 
safeguard  the  rights  of  women  that  cur- 
rently exjst  under  Tunisian  law,  and  he 
maintains  that  women  will  not  be  forced 
to  wear  the  veil.  He  regularly  cites  Tur- 
key’s ruling  Justice  and  Development 
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Meanwhile,  the  PCOT,  in  its  post- 
election declaration,  dedicated  itself  to 
fighting  “for  the  installation  of  a truly 
democratic,  patriotic  and  popular  change” 
( Tout  est  a nous!,  3 November  2011). 
Despite  the  occasional  rhetoric  about 
“revolution,"  none  of  these  reformists  goes 
beyond  a struggle  for  “democracy" — that 
is,  they  hold  to  a program  explicitly  lim- 
ited to  a capitalist  framework. 

Women’s  Rights  Under  Threat 

Compared  to  the  rest  of  the  region, 
TUnisia  boasts  relatively  broad  rights 
for  women,  most  of  them  gained  under 
President  Bourguiba  immediately  follow- 
ing independence  of  Tunisia  from  France 
in  1956.  These  rights  were  specified  in  a 
Code  of  Personal  Status  (CPS),  which,  as 
we  wrote  more  than  two  decades  ago,  rep- 
resents "an  awkward,  fragile  and  revers- 
ible compromise  between  Islamic  law  and 
bourgeois  ‘modernity’”  (Le  Bolchevik 
No.  79.  January  1988).  That  explains  why 
Ennahda  considers  the  code  acceptable. 
It  includes  formal  equality  under  the  law; 
polygamy  is  illegal  and  civil  law  governs 
divorce.  Abortion  rights  exist  and  con- 
traception is  available.  However,  these 
are  not  free,  which  restricts  their  avail- 
ability to  workers  and  the  poorer  layers 
of  society.  In  addition,  single  women  are 
still  subordinate  to  their  fathers  under  the 


Party  (AKP)  as  his  model  for  the  future 
of  TUnisia.  But  as  our  German  comrades 
wrote  following  the  AKP’s  reelection  in 
2007  (see  WV  No.  916,  6 June  2008): 
"New  constitutional  amendments  were 
announced  scrapping  the  longstanding 
ban  on  the  headscarf  in  colleges  and  pub- 
lic institutions  and  replacing  a clause  in 
the  current  constitution  that  obliges  the 
government  to  ‘ensure  equality  for  both 
men  and  women’  with  one  that  describes 
women  as  a 'vulnerable  group  in  need 
of  special  protection.’  Meanwhile,  the 
emboldened  forces  of  Islamic  reaction 
are  starting  to  change  the  political  and 
social  landscape  of  Turkey,  including  in 
cities  like  Istanbul.  Some  government 
offices  are  organizing  work  schedules 
according  to  prayer  times,  and  boys  and 
girls  are  being  separated  in  high  schools, 
a wholly  reactionary  measure....  Today, 
some  form  of  veiling  is  worn  by  more 
than  60  percent  of  TUrkish  women." 

Today,  some  four  years  later,  condi- 
tions are  even  worse:  TUrkey  has  one  of 
the  worst  records  in  Europe  concern- 
ing widespread  violence  against  women 
( Economist . 12  May  2011). 

We  are  opposed  to  the  veil,  no  mat- 
ter what  its  form,  as  both  a symbol  and 
instrument  of  women’s  oppression.  At 
the  same  time,  we  are  equally  opposed  to 
slate  bans  or  restrictions  on  it.  As  Marx- 
ists, we  stand  for  the  separation  of  reli- 
gion and  state  and  call  for  free,  secular 
education  for  all.  But  we  also  recognize 


Tunis,  6 May  2011:  Cops  arrest  demonstrator  protesting  “transitional  govern- 
ment’’ made  up  of  cronies  of  ousted  dictator  Ben  Ali. 


that  Islamic  fundamentalists  will  use 
any  easing  of  the  ban  on  the  veil  to  pres- 
sure women  to  cover  themselves.  This  is 
exactly  what  is  happening  now  in  Tuni- 
sia: there  are  reports  that  female  teachers 
not  wearing  the  veil  have  been  heckled 
to  prevent  them  from  giving  their  class, 
have  had  their  classes  boycotted  and  have 
even  been  physically  attacked.  Women 
working  in  stores  are  approached  by  men 
telling  them  that  they  should  be  at  home 
and  not  working.  At  Gab£s  University 
in  the  southeast  of  the  country,  Salaf- 
ists  succeeded  in  having  the  cafeteria 
divided  into  separate  areas  for  men  and 
for  women.  An  article  in  La  Presse  de 
Tunisie  (7  November  2011)  noted  that 
"harassment  of  women  in  the  street,  at 
the  university  and  in  certain  workplaces 
began,  in  fact,  as  early  as  last  February, 
some  weeks  after  the  revolution  of  lib- 
erty and  dignity.  But  this  harassment  has 
intensified  since  the  October  23  election 
that  gave  Ennahda  a relative  majority  in 
the  constituent  assembly.” 

Ennahda  declares  that  it  has  nothing  to 
do  with  these  attacks  on  women's  rights, 
but  its  spokesmen  have  been  widely  criti- 
cized for  saying  different  things  to  differ- 
ent audiences.  One  of  the  most  prominent 
Ennahda  representatives  during  the  elec- 
tion campaign  was  one  Souad  Abderra- 
him,  a 47-year-old  businesswoman  and 
pharmacist  who  does  not  wear  the  veil 
and  who  is  often  described  as  embody- 
ing the  “glamour”  of  the  modern  Tunisian 
woman.  During  a radio  debate,  Abderra- 
him  announced  that  unmarried  women 
who  have  children  are  "a  disgrace"  and 
“should  not  expect  a legal  framework  that 
protects  their  rights."  She  disgustingly 
added  that  “ethically,  they  have  no  right 
to  exist”  ( Liberation , 10  November  2011). 

For  Abderrahim  and  her  ilk,  only  mar- 
ried women  within  the  confines  of  the 
family  have  the  "right  to  exist"  and  to 
have  children.  This  goes  to  the  very  heart 
of  women’s  oppression,  which  is  rooted  in 
class  society  and  in  the  repressive  institu- 
tion of  the  family.  The  family  is  essential 
to  capitalist  society.  It  cannot  simply  be 
abolished.  Rather,  the  social  functions  that 
it  fulfills,  such  as  housework,  child  rear- 
ing, preparation  of  meals,  etc.,  must  be 
replaced  by  social  institutions.  But  the  per- 
spective of  replacing  the  family  requires 
a tremendous  leap  in  social  development, 
which  can  be  achieved  only  through 
sweeping  away  capitalist  rule  on  a global 
basis  and  replacing  it  with  a rational,  dem- 
ocratically planned  economy.  Because  the 
oppression  of  women  is  integral  to  capital- 
ist property  relations  and  is  ideologically 
bolstered  by  religion,  women’s  oppression 
cannot  be  eradicated  in  capitalist  society. 
At  the  same  time,  without  a struggle  to  end 
women’s  oppression,  which  reinforces  all 
forms  of  social  backwardness,  there  will 
be  no  proletarian  revolution. 

For  Permanent  Revolution 
in  Tunisia 

Tunisia  is  a neocolonial  country  whose 
bourgeoisie,  including  after  the  fall  of 
Ben  Ali,  is  tied  by  a million  threads  to 


world  imperialism.  France,  the  former 
colonial  ruler,  continues  to  benefit  from 
the  deep  oppression  of  Tunisia’s  masses. 
Indeed,  the  subordination  of  Tunisia  to 
imperialism  serves  to  ensure  the  bru- 
tal exploitation  and  oppression  of  its 
people.  In  order  to  win  real  national  and 
social  liberation,  the  proletariat  must 
be  mobilized  against  both  the  imperial- 
ists and  the  domestic  bourgeoisie,  the 
deadly  enemies  of  Tunisia’s  workers  and 
oppressed. 

In  countries  of  belated  capitalist  devel- 
opment like  TUnisia,  the  inherent  weak- 
ness of  the  national  bourgeoisie  ties  it 
so  strongly  to  imperialism  that  even  the 
most  elementary  democratic  tasks,  such 
as  legal  equality  for  women,  complete 
separation  of  religion  and  state  and  agrar- 
ian revolution  to  give  land  to  the  peasants, 
cannot  be  achieved  without  the  overthrow 
of  the  capitalist  order.  Moreover,  the  con- 
solidation of  proletarian  rule  requires  its 
international  extension  to  the  imperialist 
centers,  particularly  France,  the  former 
colonial  oppressor.  This  is  at  bottom  what 
Trotsky’s  theory  of  permanent  revolution 
is  all  about. 

In  an  October  29  statement  (La  Forge , 
November  2011),  the  PCOT  whined 
that  the  dismal  results  of  the  left  in  the 
recent  elections  were  due  to  the  role  of 
money  in  the  form  of  corruption,  vote- 
buying and  partiality  of  the  mass  media, 
as  well  as  voting  instructions  given  in 
the  mosques.  The  truth  is  that  bourgeois 
elections  serve  to  bolster  bourgeois  rule; 
they  cannot  actually  express  the  will  of 
the  masses,  particularly  in  a period  of 
social  turmoil  and  upheaval.  This  was 
once  again  proven  in  a spectacular  fash- 
ion in  the  Tunisian  elections. 

The  call  for  a constituent  assembly  was 
a popular  demand  following  the  overthrow 
continued  on  page  9 
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West  Bengal  After  the  Elections 


Left:  Rival  electoral  posters  in  Kolkata,  May  2011.  Right:  January  2007  protest  against  Nandigram  land  expropriation  carried  out  by  CPI(M)-led  West 
Bengal  government  on  behalf  of  industrial  conglomerate. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted 
from  Spartacist  Canada  No.  171  (Winter 
2011/2012),  newspaper  of  the  Trotsky- 
ist League/Ligue  Trotskyste,  Canadian 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 

SPARTACISTcahaoa^v 

The  humiliating  rout  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party  of  India  (Marxist)  (CPI[M])  in 
the  West  Bengal  elections  last  May  puts 
a harsh  spotlight  on  the  political  bank- 
ruptcy of  Indian  Stalinism  and  its  Mao- 
ist variants.  The  dominant  force  in  the 
Left  Front,  the  CPI(M)  had  ruled  con- 
tinuously since  1977,  wielding  the  repres- 
sive powers  of  the  capitalist  state  against 
the  deeply  impoverished  and  oppressed 
masses  of  West  Bengal.  The  CPI(M)  has 
committed  many  crimes  against- the  toil- 
ers, but  its  bloody  repression  in  Singur 
and  Nandigram  virtually  assured  its  defeat 
at  the  hands  of  the  right-wing  Trinamool 
Congress  (TMC). 

In  December  2006  the  Left  Front 
government  expropriated  land  in  the  Sin- 
gur district  on  behalf  of  Tata  Motors,  one 
of  India's  largest  capitalist  conglomer- 
ates. Those  who  resisted  were  severely 
beaten  and  arrested  and  a young  woman 
activist  was  brutally  raped  and  mur- 
dered. The  following  March,  thousands  of 
police  and  armed  CPI(M)  cadre  assaulted 
peasants  resisting  a forced  land  expro- 
priation in  Nandigram.  At  least  14  were 
killed  and  over  200  injured.  (See  “India: 
The  Nandigram  Massacre,"  WV  No.  929. 
30  January  2009.]  Try  as  they  might, 
oceans  of  lying  CPI(M)  propaganda  could 
not  wash  away  the  blood  of  Singur  and 
Nandigram. 

Trinamool  leader  Mamata  Banerjee 
demagogically  manipulated  the  anger 
over  Singur  and  Nandigram.  but  this  pos- 


turing was  aimed  only  at  wresting  power 
from  the  CP1(M).  A right-wing  split 
from  the  Congress  Party,  Trinamool  is  a 
Bengali  regional  outfit  that  has  repeat- 
edly allied  itself  with  the  communalist 
Hindu-supremacist  Bharatiya  Janata  Party 
(BJP).  Trinamool's  rule  will  be  marked 
by  Hindu  chauvinism,  anti-Communism 
and  intensified  attacks  on  workers  and 
the  poor.  Already  Banerjee  has  called  for 
a law  against  strikes  and  handhs  (street 
protests). 

The  CPI(M)  was  reduced  to  a rump  in 
the  state  legislature,  though  its  30  percent 
of  the  vote  indicates  that  it  still  retains 
the  allegiance  of  millions  of  workers  and 
peasants.  This  is  the  context  for  a wave 
of  political  violence — largely  aimed  at 
the  CPI(M) — that  has  marked  the  post- 
election period  in  West  Bengal.  Report- 
edly, TMC  thugs  have  killed  up  to  30 
leftists,  most  of  them  CPI(M)  supporters, 
and  carried  out  hundreds  of  rapes  and 
thousands  of  assaults,  arsons  and  mass 
evictions.  The  offices  of  non-Trinamool 
trade  unions  have  been  ransacked  and 
taken  over  by  the  ruling  party.  The  work- 
ers movement  must  oppose  all  such  anti- 
worker and  anti-Communist  attacks,  as 
well  as  any  communalist  violence — 
which  often  targets  India’s  large  Muslim 
minority — that  TMC  reactionaries  may 
provoke. 

Grotesquely,  however,  CPI(M)  leader 
Buddhadeb  Bhattacharya  protested  that 
“Instead  of  taking  action  against  the 
Maoists'  the  government  is  acting  against 
us,”  adding  that  the  Maoists  "are  the  real 
danger  to  the  state"  ( People’s  Democracy, 
21  August  2011).  With  this,  the  CPI(M) 
continues  its  criminal  support  to  Opera- 
tion Green  Hunt,  the  Delhi  government’s 
armed  offensive  against  Maoist  guerril- 
las in  India’s  eastern  and  central  inte- 
rior. Trinamool,  needing  no  urging  from 
these  contemptible  hacks,  has  already 


announced  its  own  plans  for  an  "all-out" 
military  offensive  against  the  Commu- 
nist Party  of  India  (Maoist) — hereafter 
referred  to  as  CPI  (Maoist) — and  its  sup- 
porters among  the  adivasi  tribal  peoples. 
As  one  of  her  henchmen  put  it,  “Chief 
minister  Mamata  Banerjee  is  for  devel- 
opment in  the  Maoist-dominated  areas 
and  those  who  oppose  it  will  have  to  face 
the  wrath  of  the  government"  ( Hindustan 
Times,  6 July  2011). 

Permanent  Revolution  vs. 
Stalinist  Betrayal 

Twenty  years  after  capitalist  counter- 
revolution devastated  the  Soviet  Union 
and  East  Europe,  India  is  one  of  the  few 
places  in  the  world  where  parties  pur- 
porting to  be  Communist  continue  to 
have  mass  influence  among  the  work- 
ing class  and  oppressed.  However,  as 
the  events  in  West  Bengal  demonstrate, 
the  politics  of  the  many  parties  that  are 
derived  from  Indian  Stalinism,  including 
the  Maoists,  are  sharply  counterposed  to 
the  revolutionary,  proletarian  and  inter- 
nationalist program  of  authentic  Marx- 
ism. Today,  these  parties  are  entering 
into  significant  political  and  organiza- 
tional crises.  The  question  of  what  way 
forward  for  the  Indian  masses  is  posed 
acutely. 

Without  exception,  the  Stalinist  parties 
espouse  a two-stage  program  of  "demo- 
cratic revolution.”  This  dogma  means 
supporting  brutal  capitalist  exploiters 
while  postponing  the  proletarian  revolu- 
tion to  an  indefinite  future,  i.e.,  never.  The 
end  result  is  not  "democracy,”  much  less 
socialism,  but  the  killing  of  leftists,  work- 
ers and  peasants. 

In  pursuit  of  its  “People’s  Democratic 
Front”  strategy,  the  CPI(M)  has  always 
sought  alliances  with  a mythical  "pro- 
gressive" wing  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The 
official  CPI(M)  program  instructs  work- 


ers to  ally  with  the  “non-big  bourgeoi- 
sie,” stressing  that  "every  effort  must 
be  made  to  win  them  to  the  democratic 
front.”  In  reality,  the  CP1(M)  has  courted 
not  just  the  “non-big,"  but  the  really 
big  bourgeoisie.  The  violent  disposses- 
sion of  the  impoverished  peasants  of  Sin- 
gur and  Nandigram  on  behalf  of  the  Tata 
and  Indonesian  Salim  Group  conglomer- 
ates was  an  application  of  this  political 
logic. 

Nor  are  the  Maoists  an  alternative,  for 
they  share  the  same  fundamental  pro- 
gram. also  routinely  seeking  alliances 
with  bourgeois  forces.  During  the  pro- 
tests against  the  Singur  and  Nandigram 
atrocities,  various  Maoist  groups  allied 
with  Trinamool.  Going  into  the  May 
elections,  the  CPI  (Maoist)  backed  this 
extremely  right-wing  party  as  the  "alter- 
native” to  the  betrayals  of  the  CPI(M) 
"We  will  support  her  [Banerjee]  and  fol- 
low the  roadmap  for  development  drawn 
up  by  her  if  she  comes  to  power,"  they 
vowed  in  a statement  ( The  Hindu,  18  Jan- 
uary 201 1),  only  dropping  this  unabashed 
support  at  the  eleventh  hour. 

In  India,  where  capitalist  development 
is  belated  and  constrained  by  imperial- 
ist subjugation,  the  weak  national  bour- 
geoisie is  dependent  on  its  imperialist 
masters — yesterday  the  British,  today 
the  U.S. — and  above  all  fears  its  “own" 
working  class.  The  only  road  to  libera- 
tion for  the  subjugated  masses  lies  in 
the  successful  struggle  of  the  proletariat 
for  state  power,  at  the  head  of  all  the 
oppressed,  especially  the  vast  peasantry, 
and  under  the  leadership  of  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party.  An  Indian  work- 
ers revolution  would  spark  a revolution- 
ary upsurge  throughout  the  subcontinent, 
from  Pakistan  to  Bangladesh.  Nepal  and 
Sri  Lanka.  Its  survival  and  advancement 
would  hinge  on  the  achievement  of  social 
revolutions  in  the  imperialist  centres: 
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Japan,  North  America  and  West  Europe. 

This  is  the  perspective  of  permanent 
revolution.  First  elaborated  for  countries 
of  combined  and  uneven  development  by 
Leon  Trotsky  around  the  1905  Russian 
Revolution,  it  was  stunningly  confirmed 
by  the  October  1917  Revolution  and  the 
coming  to  power  of  the  working  class 
under  the  leadership  of  the  Bolshevik 
Party.  The  Russian  workers  were  able  to 
take  power  in  1917  thanks  to  the  Bolshe- 
viks* intransigent  struggle  for  class  inde- 
pendence from  the  capitalists.  The  result 
was  a workers  state,  a revolutionary  dicta- 
torship of  the  proletariat  supported  by  the 
peasantry.  Key  to  cementing  the  workers* 
alliance  with  the  peasants  was  the  Bolshe- 
viks’ support  for  peasant  seizures  of  the 
landed  estates  and  the  division  of  the  land 
among  those  who  worked  it. 

Internationalist  to  the  core.  Lenin. 
Trotsky  and  the  other  Bolshevik  leaders 
saw  the  revolution  in  economically  back- 
ward Russia  as  the  first  step  in  a world- 
wide socialist  revolution,  crucially  includ- 
ing the  advanced  capitalist  countries.  But 
the  failure  of  a number  of  revolutionary 
opportunities  in  the  period  after  World 
War  1 — particularly  the  defeat  of  the  1923 
German  Revolution — deepened  the  isola- 
tion of  the  Soviet  state.  This,  combined 
with  the  economic  devastation  of  World 
War  I and  the  subsequent  Civil  War, 
allowed  the  emergence  of  a conservative 
bureaucratic  layer  in  the  party  and  state 
apparatus. 

Beginning  with  a political  counterrev- 
olution in  1923-24,  the  USSR  underwent 
a qualitative  bureaucratic  degeneration 
in  which  the  working  class  was  deprived 
of  political  power.  The  nationally  nar- 
row conservatism  of  the  consolidating 
bureaucratic  caste  was  given  ideologi- 
cal expression  by  Stalin’s  promulgation 
in  late  1924  of  the  theory  that  socialism 
could  be  built  in  a single  country.  Under 
this  anti-Marxist  dogma,  the  struggle  for 
the  international  extension  of  the  revolu- 
tion was  increasingly  shelved  in  favour 
of  the  pipe  dream  of  "peaceful  coexis- 
tence” with  world  imperialism.  The  par- 
ties of  the  Communist  International  were 
transformed — after  ruthless  purges  in 
most  cases — into  reformist  tools  of  class 
collaboration  with  their  “own"  capitalist 
rulers.  In  the  colonial  and  neocolonial 
world  this  meant  the  resurrection  of  the 
old  Menshevik  formula  of  "two-stage” 
revolution — the  very  program  that  had 
been  defeated  and  discredited  in  the  vic- 
torious 1917  Revolution.  The  result  has 
been  defeat  after  defeat  for  the  toiling 
masses. 

The  Origins  of  Indian  Stalinism 

The  original  Communist  Party  of 
India  (CPI),  founded  in  December  1925, 
was  marked  by  class  collaborationism 
from  the  start.  Under  the  guidance  of  the 
pseudo-Marxist  adventurer  M.N.  Roy 
(then  a close  ally  of  Stalin  and  Nikolai 
Bukharin  in  the  leadership  of  the  Com- 
munist International),  the  CPI  set  out 
from  its  inception  to  build  a cross-class 
“Peasants*  and  Workers’  Party"  in  Ben- 
gal. This  party  in  turn  operated  as  a 
pressure  group  on  the  bourgeois  Indian 
National  Congress  of  Mahatma  Gan- 
dhi and  Jawaharlal  Nehru.  Roy’s  aim 
in  this  was  to  capture  the  bourgeois 
Indian  National  Congress  and  make  it  a 
"people’s”  or  “revolutionary  nationalist” 
party  based  on  a democratic  program 
of  national  independence  (see  "M.N. 
Roy:  Nationalist  Menshevik."  Sparta- 
cist [English-language  edition]  No.  62. 
Spring  2011). 

Both  before  and  after  independence, 
the  CPI  time  and  again  gave  politi- 
cal support  to  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
Congress.  For  a period  during  World 
War  II,  it  even  renounced  the  struggle 
for  Indian  independence  in  favour  of  an 
alliance  with  the  "democratic”  British 
imperialist  oppressors,  attacking  Con- 
gress from  the  right.  The  CP1(M),  which 
issued  from  the  CPI  in  1964,  unswerv- 
ingly upholds  this  ingrained  class  col- 
laboration. At  the  all-India  level,  both 
CPs  have  repeatedly  backed  Congress 
and  its  allies,  including  until  2008  the 


Congress-dominated  United  Progressive 
Alliance  government  of  Manmohan  Singh 
in  New  Delhi. 

Like  tsarist  Russia,  present-day  India  is 
marked  by  combined  and  uneven  develop- 
ment. with  stark  contrasts  of  wealth  and 
poverty,  modern  industries  directly  abut- 
ting unspeakable  squalor.  Myriad  forms 
of  special  oppression — based  on  sex, 
caste,  nationality,  religion — are  among 
the  heritages  of  a pre-industrial  past  that 
were  reinforced  and  deepened  by  nearly 
two  centuries  of  brutal  British  colonial 
rule.  This  culminated  in  the  1947  British 
partition  of  the  subcontinent  into  India 
and  Pakistan,  which  unleashed  commu- 
nal ist  slaughter  and  the  forced  migra- 
tion of  millions  of  Muslims,  Sikhs  and 
Hindus.  Since  independence,  and  mainly 
under  the  rule  of  the  nominally  secular 
Congress  Party,  the  Indian  bourgeoisie 
has  continued  to  fan  the  flames  of  every 
kind  of  murderous  division.  It  is  criminal 
and  illusory  to  place  even  a shred  of  con- 
fidence in  this  venal  and  backward  ruling 
class  as  a vehicle  for  liberation. 

From  Naxalbari  to  Nandigram: 
CPI(M)  s History  of  Betrayal 

As  leftist  author  Achin  Vanaik  noted 
in  a recent  New  Left  Review  (July/August 
2011)  article,  the  CPI(M)  and  CPI  are 
“the  principal  legatees  of  the  old  Nehru- 
vian  consensus — the  social-democratic 
vision  of  a strongly  secular,  welfarist  and 
non-aligned,  yet  capitalist  India.  For- 
mal commitment  to  a communist  future 
leaves  no  imprint  on  these  parties’  pro- 
grammes or  behaviour.’* 

The  CPI(M)  has  an  unbroken  and  often 


bloody  history  of  class  betrayal  in  West 
Bengal.  In  1967,  shortly  after  it  joined 
the  “United  Front”  state  government,  a 
peasant  revolt  broke  out  in  the  Naxalbari 
district.  CP1(M)  cadres  who  for  years  had 
organized  tea  estate  workers  in  the  area 
now  began  urging  peasants  to  seize  the 
land.  Many  of  the  impoverished  peasants 
of  Naxalbari  did  so,  and  their  actions 
sparked  land  seizures  across  India.  The 
United  Front  government  responded  with 
bloody  repression. 

The  CPI(M)  leadership  denounced  sup- 
porters of  the  Naxalbari  upheaval  as  CIA 
agents  and  counterrevolutionaries,  expel- 
ling them  from  its  ranks  and  launching 
a bloody  fratricidal  assault  on  these  erst- 
while comrades.  The  revolt  reverberated 
throughout  the  country  and  shook  the 
CPI(M)  to  its  core.  A mass  of  defections 
over  the  party’s  role  in  the  murderous 
vendetta  against  the  Naxalbari  uprising 
led  directly  to  the  birth  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party  of  India  (Marxist-Leninist),  the 
forerunner  of  today’s  CPI  (Maoist). 

The  United  Front  government  was 
soon  thrown  out  of  office  and  replaced 
by  direct  rule  from  the  centre  (“Presi- 
dent’s Rule”),  as  was  a second  United 
Front  government  in  1970.  In  the  years 
that  followed.  West  Bengal  was  wracked 
by  massive  terror  at  the  hands  of  the  rul- 
ing Congress  Party,  which  came  to  power 
in  the  state  in  1972.  In  Calcutta  (today 
Kolkata),  1,800  opponents  of  the  govern- 
ment were  simply  murdered  in  the  early 
1970s.  By  1973,  nearly  18,000  people 
had  been  imprisoned  as  Naxalites.  The 
CPI(M)  itself  was  subjected  to  organized 


June  2009:  Paramilitary  troops  arrest  villagers  in  West  Midnapore  district  of 
West  Bengal  during  crackdown  on  Maoists. 


political  terror  and  tens  of  thousands  of 
its  supporters  were  driven  underground. 

The  repression  in  West  Bengal  was 
supplemented  in  1975  by  Prime  Minister 
Indira  Gandhi’s  brutal  two-year  “Emer- 
gency” rule  which  saw  some  150,000 
people  jailed,  civil  rights  shredded, 
strikes  banned  and  virtually  all  elec- 
tions cancelled.  Little  wonder  then  that 
the  CPI(M)’s  1977  victory  at  the  polls  in 
West  Bengal  aroused  enormous  expecta- 
tions. The  raw  violence  ended,  but  the 
CPI(M)  did  not  hurry  to  empty  the  jails 
of  political  prisoners,  and  ensured  that 


Kolkata, 
August  2011: 
Student 
members  of 
CPI(M)  shout 
at  police  after 
being  arrested 
during  protest 
against 
Trinamool 
party's  attack 
on  left, 
workers. 


the  careers  of  the  police  who  had  become 
notorious  for  torturing  leftists  would  not 
suffer. 

Upholding  capitalist  rule,  and  thus 
incapable  of  mobilizing  the  working 
class  against  the  vicious  caste,  class  and 
communal  oppression  that  has  defined 
nominally  secular  India,  the  CPI(M) 
was  a mirror  of  the  Indian  ruling  class. 
The  Nandigram  massacre  had  a precur- 
sor in  a 1979  massacre  of  dalit  (so-called 
"untouchable”)  Hindu  refugees  from  heav- 
ily Muslim  Bangladesh.  These  refugees, 
some  30,000,  had  tried  to  settle  on  the 


small  island  of  Marichjhapi  in  the  inhos- 
pitable terrain  of  the  Sundarbans,  but  the 
CPI(M)  leaders  declared  their  settlement 
“unauthorized."  After  a starvation  block- 
ade led  to  as  many  as  1,000  deaths,  forc- 
ible removal  began  and  hundreds  were 
simply  massacred.  Settlers  were  tear- 
gassed,  their  huts  razed,  their  fisheries 
and  wells  destroyed.  As  they  were  driven 
out  of  Marichjhapi,  over  4,000  families 
perished. 

At  no  level  could  the  CPI(M)  refor- 
mists solve  the  burning  needs  of  the 
toiling  masses — in  West  Bengal  or  any- 
where else.  Modest  land  reforms  helped 
build  support  for  the  party,  but  without 
a thoroughgoing  agrarian  revolution  to 
expropriate  the  feudal  landlords  and  big 
capitalist  farmers,  the  poor  peasants  still 
had  no  land.  While  the  CPI(M)’s  mass 
support  comes  in  part  from  a reputation 
for  opposing  communalism,  its  repeated 
alliances  with  Congress  have  fuelled 
Hindu  chauvinism,  betraying  the  often 
decent  impulses  of  its  own  militants.  In 
India’s  1999  Kargil  War  against  Pak- 
istan— a war  in  which  the  proletariat 
had  no  side — the  CPI(M)  spewed  vile 
patriotic  gore.  In  CPI(M)-run  West  Ben- 
gal,4he  police  targeted  Muslims,  while 
antiwar  protesters  in  Kolkata  were  first 
attacked  by  Hindu  communalists,  and 
then  arrested. 

The  CPI(M)’s  most  valuable  service 
to  Indian  capitalism  has  been  to  ensure 
that  the  struggles  of  the  proletariat  would 
never  breach  the  limits  of  capitalist  class 
rule.  For  34  years.  West  Bengal’s  capi- 
talists got  class  peace,  as  the  CPI(M) 
served  up  a steady  diet  of  class  collabo- 
ration to  the  workers,  to  be  sure  wrapped 
in  red  flags.  In  the  first  weeks  of  Left 
Front  rule,  according  to  a report  in  Eco- 
nomic and  Political  Weekly  ( 27  August 
1977),  chief  minister  Jyoti  Basu  openly 
assured  the  capitalists  that  he  “would  not 
allow  a rash  of  labour  troubles  to  break 
out"  and  trade  unions  were  told  to  treat 
strikes  as  a “last  resort."  In  recent  years. 

continued  on  page  8 
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West  Bengal... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

CPI(M)  leader  Bhattaeharya  repeatedly 
denounced  "irresponsible”  strikes. 

Mao  and  Stalin  vs. 

Lenin  and  Trotsky 

The  original  Naxalite  movement  of  the 
late  1960s  won  support  from  urban  youth 
who  mistook  the  "revolutionary"  rhetoric 
of  Mao’s  China  for  the  real  thing.  Today, 
some  leftist  youth  are  similarly  animated 
by  the  armed  struggles  of  the  CPI 
(Maoist)  in  the  so-called  “Red  Corri- 
dor.” seeing  in  them  an  alternative  to 
the  flagrantly  pro-capitalist  CPI(M).  But 
behind  the  Maoists’  “protracted  people’s 
war"  rhetoric  is  the  same  basic  pro- 
gram upheld  by  the  CPI(M):  the  quest 
for  alliances  with  a wing  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. The  Maoists'  “New  Democratic 
United  Front”  is  a class-collaborationist 
bloc  embracing,  as  their  leader  Ganapa- 
thy  states,  “four  democratic  classes,  i.e. 
workers,  peasants,  urban  petly-bourgeoisie 
and  national  bourgeoisie”  ( Sanhati , Janu- 
ary 2010). 

These  are  obvious  references  to  “New 
Democracy"  and  the  “bloc  of  four  classes,” 
the  twin  pillars  of  Maoist  faith.  Instead  of 
fighting  for  workers  revolution  and  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  the  CPI 
(Maoist)  presents  the  peasantry  as  the 
epicentre  for  a "democratic”  overthrow  of 
oppressive  Indian  society.  Time  and  again, 
this  strategy  has  meant  that  the  thorough- 
going workers  revolutions  so  desperately 
needed  in  India  and  all  South  Asia  have 
been  deferred,  derailed  and  defeated. 

Maoism  is  a modern  crystallization 
of  the  politics  which  Lenin  and  the  Bol- 
sheviks had  to  combat  in  order  to  plant 
the  banner  of  Marxism  in  tsarist  Russia 
and  then  bring  the  1917  October  Revolu- 
tion to  victory.  In  fighting  to  win  radical 
intellectuals  away  from  the  then  domi- 
nant populism,  founding  Russian  Marxist 
Georgi  Plekhanov  insisted  as  early  as  the 
1880s  that  the  proletariat,  not  the  peas- 
antry, was  destined  to  make  a revolution 
in  Russia.  leading  the  oppressed  masses 
against  the  tsar.  Due  to  its  place  in  pro- 
duction— where  its  collective  labour  is 
exploited  by  the  capitalists  for  profit — the 
working  class  alone  has  both  the  mate- 
rial interest  in  liberating  and  expanding 
socialized  production  based  on  a collec- 
tivized economy,  and  the  social  power  to 
carry  out  the  necessary  revolution. 

India’s  history  has  seen  no  shortage  of 
the  volatile  explosions  of  collective  rage 
that  are  peasant  uprisings.  But  the  peasant 
masses,  highly  stratified  and  dispersed  in 
small  villages  all  over  India,  cannot  cohere 
an  independent  social  policy.  The  decisive 
classes  in  capitalist  society  are  the  bour- 
geoisie and  the  proletariat.  The  peasants 
are  part  of  a heterogeneous  intermediate 
layer,  the  petty  bourgeoisie.  Their  outlook 
and  aspirations  are  proprietary,  not  the 
coherent  and  collectivist  class  interests  of 
the  urban  proletariat.  Thus  peasant  par- 
ties are  at  bottom  pro-bourgeois  or  bour- 
geois. A revolutionary  workers  party  must 
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win  the  poor  and  landless  peasants  to  the 
side  of  the  proletariat,  demanding  expro- 
priation of  the  landlords  and  land  to  the 
tiller,  while  seeking  as  much  as  possible 
to  neutralize  the  middle  and  upper  strata 
of  the  peasantry. 

With  their  inherently  class  collabora- 
tionist “people’s  war”  perspective,  the 
Maoist  guerrillas  of  India  are  unable  to 
root  out  the  intense  backwardness  of  vil- 
lage peasant  life,  be  it  women’s  oppres- 
sion or  the  devastating  oppression  of 
caste.  Moreover,  the  Maoists’  strategy 
of  two-stage  revolution  is  exactly  what 
Lenin  rejected  in  1917.  Following  the 
February  Revolution  that  overthrew  the 
tsar,  Lenin  returned  to  Russia  and  waged 
a fight  in  the  Bolshevik  Party  against  the 
then-leadership  centred  on  Stalin  and 
Kamenev,  who  were  conciliating  the  new 
capitalist  Provisional  Government  and  its 
continued  participation  in  World  War  I. 
In  his  famous  April  Theses , Lenin  argued 
that  power  must  “pass  to  the  proletariat 
and  the  poorest  sections  of  the  peasants 
aligned  with  the  proletariat.” 

A decade  after  the  Russian  October, 
the  tragedy  of  the  Chinese  Revolution 
of  1927  was  a powerful  negative  confir- 


under Mao  himself,  as  seen  in  their  crimi- 
nal alliance  with  U.S.  imperialism  against 
the  Soviet  Union.  In  1972,  as  bombs  were 
raining  down  on  Vietnam,  Mao  hosted 
U.S.  president  Nixon  in  Beijing.  In  1979, 
four  years  after  the  heroic  Vietnamese 
had  defeated  the  U.S.  and  its  Vietnam- 
ese puppets,  Chinese  troops  criminally 
invaded  Vietnam,  acting  in  concert  with 
Washington’s  interests. 

Today.  U.S.  imperialism  sees  India  as 
a strategic  ally  in  its  drive  to  overturn 
the  gains  of  the  Chinese  Revolution.  The 
International  Communist  League  stands 
for  the  unconditional  military  defense  of 
China  against  imperialism  and  counter- 
revolution. At  the  same  time,  we  call  for 
a proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  nationalist,  Stalinist  ruling  caste  in 
Beijing  and  create  a regime  based  on 
workers  democracy  and  revolutionary 
internationalism. 

For  a Workers  India  in  a 
Socialist  Federation  of 
South  Asia! 

For  the  CPI(M),  the  workers  are  vot- 
ing cattle,  buttered  up  with  promises  and 
fake  Marxist  phrases  while  their  struggles 
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October  2011:  Striking  auto  workers  seize  Maruti  Suzuki  plant  in  Gurgaon, 
massive  industrial  area  near  Delhi. 


mation  of  the  theory  of  permanent  revo- 
lution. Stalin  and  Bukharin  (and  their 
agent  M.N.  Roy)  had  ordered  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  (CCP)  to  literally  dis- 
arm the  proletariat,  hold  down  the  class 
struggle  of  workers  and  peasants  against 
the  “anti-imperialist”  bourgeoisie  and 
liquidate  into  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
Guomindang  of  Chiang  Kai-shek.  The 
fruit  of  this  strategy  was  the  defeat  of  the 
revolution  as  the  Guomindang  drowned 
the  Chinese  working  class  in  blood.  It 
was  the  experience  of  this  defeat  that 
caused  Trotsky  to  generalize  his  theory 
of  permanent  revolution  to  countries  of 
belated  capitalist  development. 

In  the  years  that  followed,  the  CCP,  now 
under  Mao  Zedong’s  leadership,  retreated 
from  the  cities  to  the  countryside.  It  was 
only  under  the  highly  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances of  the  immediate  post-World 
War  II  period  that  Mao’s  peasant-based 
People’s  Liberation  Army  was  able  to 
take  the  Cities  and  smash  capitalist  class 
rule  in  1949,  creating  a bureaucratically 
deformed  workers  state  modelled  on  the 
Stalinist-ruled  USSR.  The  deeply  cor- 
rupt Guomindang  regime  had  collapsed 
and  the  working  class,  atomized  by  the 
vicious  repression  of  both  the  Guomin- 
dang and  Japanese  occupation  forces, 
was  not  a factor.  A final  crucial  factor 
was  the  existence  of  the  Soviet  Union,  a 
workers  state  that  could  provide  military 
and  economic  support  to  the  new  People’s 
Republic  of  China. 

The  Chinese  Revolution  shook  the 
world  and  was  a beacon  for  millions  of 
toilers  in  Asia.  Despite  the  bureaucratic 
rule  of  Mao  and  his  successors,  Chi- 
na’s collectivized  economy  has  brought 
immense  gains  for  workers,  peasants  and 
women,  not  least  an  end  to  centuries  of 
chronic  starvation  in  the  countryside.  This 
stands  in  stark  contrast  to  developments  in 
capitalist  India.  But  the  Chinese  Stalin- 
ists’ search  for  “peaceful  coexistence"  has 
meant  conciliating  imperialism,  including 


are  contained  and  betrayed.  To  the  CPI 
(Maoist),  the  workers  are — at  best — just 
another  urban  support  group  for  their  rural 
struggles.  In  practice,  the  Maoists  end  up 
supporting  a section  of  the  bourgeoisie,  as 
with  Trinamool  in  West  Bengal. 

Yet  it  is  the  proletariat — in  the  car  fac- 
tories, mines,  steel  mills  and  railways — 
whose  labour  produces  the  massive  prof- 
its that  enrich  the  Indian  ruling  class. 
This  vibrant  working  class  holds  the  key 
to  the  future.  The  Indian  capitalists  and 
the  imperialists  to  whom  they  answer 
are  sharply  aware  of  the  potential  power 
of  this  sleeping  giant,  and  continually 
work  to  obstruct  or  prevent  the  growth 
of  unions,  especially  in  new  enterprises. 
A new  labour  bill  would  exempt  opera- 
tions with  fewer  than  40  workers  from 
almost  all  basic  laws  governing  mini- 
mum wages,  payment  of  wages,  working 
hours  and  contract  work.  This  would  give 
legal  sanction  to  virtual  slave  conditions 
for  millions  of  workers. 

Indian  workers  have  been  on  the  defen- 
sive in  the  face  of  unremitting  capitalist 
attacks,  and  strike  levels  are  at  record 
lows.  Nevertheless,  labour  battles  in  some 
vital  and  highly  profitable  industries  have 
rattled  the  Indian  bourgeoisie.  In  Gurgaon, 
a massive  industrial  area  near  Delhi, 
workers  have  repeatedly  struck  against  the 
giant  car  producer  Maruti  Suzuki.  Hun- 
dreds of  thousands  of  auto  and  other 
industrial  workers  in  the  area  suffer  brutal 
superexploitation,  as  their  labour  creates 
fabulous  profits  for  Indian,  Japanese, 
American  and  other  capitalist  magnates. 

In  some  of  the  very  areas  where  the 
Maoists  are  leading  peasant  insurgen- 
cies. large  numbers  of  workers  in  coal 
and  other  mines  have  been  waging  hard- 
fought  battles  from  protests  to  strikes  and 
blockades.  In  October,  a one-day  general 
strike  of  some  300,000  workers  against 
Kol kata-based  Coal  India  Ltd.  (CIL).  the 
world’s  largest  coal  producer,  swept  the 
country.  With  record  commodity  prices. 


mining  conglomerates  worldwide  are 
raking  in  the  profits,  and  workers  from 
Chile  to  South  Africa  have  struck  for 
higher  wages.  Just  how  massive  these 
profits  are  may  be  gauged  by  the  fact  that 
the  one-day  strike  against  CIL  cost  the 
company  1.2  billion  rupees  ($25  million). 

A small  spark  could  light  this  enormous 
social  tinder,  but  a revolutionary  Marx- 
ist leadership  that  fights  for  proletarian 
unity  and  class  independence  is  essen- 
tial. The  fighting  power  of  the  proletariat 
is  greatly  undercut  by  the  fact  that  the 
unions  are  divided  politically.  Congress, 
the  Hindu-communalist  BJP  and  various 
of  the  Stalinist-derived  parties,  among 
others,  each  run  their  own  unions  and 
there  are  some  13  separate  labour  cen- 
trals. A working  class  divided  by  caste, 
religion  and  ethnicity  is  further  fractured 
by  these  competing  party-linked  unions. 
An  authentic  proletarian  leadership  would 
fight  for  industrial  unions  which  include 
all  workers  in  an  industry  as  an  elemen- 
tary defense  of  the  working  class. 

The  reality  behind  the  myth  of  “Shin- 
ing India,"  witji  its  start-ups  in  Bangalore 
and  its  tiny  layer  of  fabulously  wealthy  in 
cities  like  Delhi  and  Mumbai,  is  that  the 
Indian  masses  are  even  poorer  than  they 
were  30  years  ago.  Industrial  develop- 
ment and  the  pillaging  of  India’s  natural 
resources  have  destroyed  the  lives  and 
livelihoods  of  millions  of  peasants,  and 
it  is  this  which  fuels  the  almost  continual 
cycle  of  peasant  revolt  and  protest.  The 
working  class — which  has  grown  rapidly 
in  recent  years — toils  under  terrible  con- 
ditions for  miserable  wages. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  the  kind 
of  perspective  fought  for  by  the  Bolshe- 
viks in  the  1917  October  Revolution:  the 
workers  seizing  power  at  the  head  of 
the  oppressed  masses  and  smashing  the 
bourgeois  state,  agrarian  revolution  to 
liberate  the  peasantry,  the  socialization 
and  rational  reorganization  of  the  econ- 
omy in  the  interests  of  human  needs  not 
profit,  and  the  fight  to  extend  socialist 
revolution  internationally,  especially  to 
the  imperialist  heartlands. 

Social  liberation  in  South  Asia  will  not 
come  through  bourgeois  parliamentarism 
and  political  blocs  with  the  parties  of  the 
capitalist  exploiters.  Nor  will  it  come 
through  isolated  struggles  in  the  forests 
and  jungles.  On  the  contrary,  it  requires 
the  mobilization  of  the  urban  proletar- 
iat under  revolutionary  leadership — a 
Leninist-Trotskyist  party.  Such  a party,  a 
genuine  tribune  of  the  people,  will  oppose 
every  kind  of  caste  and  communal  oppres- 
sion, tight  for  land  for  the  peasants  and  be 
in  the  forefront  of  the  struggle  for  wom- 
en’s liberation.  In  the  fight  to  forge  such  a 
leadership,  crucial  lessons  can  be  drawn 
from  the  work  of  the  revolutionaries  of  the 
Bolshevik-Leninist  Party  of  India  (BLPI), 
Indian  section  of  the  Trotskyist  Fourth 
International  during  the  years  of  World 
War  II.  The  BLPI  fought  heroically  for 
a Marxist  proletarian  perspective  and 
sought  to  chart  a path  to  the  Indian  work- 
ers revolution  and  a socialist  federation  of 
South  Asia.  Writing  in  1942  on  the  revo- 
lutionary tasks  of  the  proletariat  in  India, 
these  comrades  stated: 

The  realization  of  the  combined  char- 
acter of  the  Indian  revolution  is  essen- 
tial for  the  planning  of  the  revolutionary 
strategy  of  the  working  class.  Should  the 
working  class  fail  in  its  historic  task  of 
seizing  the  power  and  establishing  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  the  revo- 
lution will  inevitably  recede,  the  bour- 
geois tasks  themselves  remain  unper- 
formed. and  the  power  swing  back  in  the 
end  to  die  imperialists  without  whom 
the  Indian  bourgeoisie  cannot  maintain 
itself  against  the  hostile  masses.  A back- 
ward country  like  India  can  accomplish 
Us  bourgeois-democratic  revolution  only 
through  the  establishment  of  the  dicta- 
torship of  the  proletariat." 

— “Draft  Programme  of  the 
Bolshevik-Leninist  Party 
of  India"  (1942) 

Such  is  the  perspective  we  in  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  fight  for  today.  Forward 
to  the  construction  of  Bolshevik  parties 
in  India,  Pakistan.  Bangladesh  and  Sri 
Lanka!  Forward  to  the  socialist  federa- 
tion of  South  Asia!  ■ 
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Tunisia... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

of  the  Ben  Ali  regime.  It  was  argued  that 
this  was  the  way  that  democratic  demands 
could  be  addressed.  In  fact,  only  proletarian 
power  can  satisfy  these  demands.  We 
insisted  in  our  propaganda  on  the  need 
for  the  working  class  to  establish  “factory 
committees,  organs  of  dual  power  at  the 
point  of  production,  and  from  there  setting 
up  workers  militias,  drawing  in  the  urban 
poor  and  unemployed,  for  self-defense 
against  the  state’s  thugs"  (supplement  to 
Le  Bolchivik , 4 February  201 1 [see  “Tuni- 
sia: Dictator  Flees,  Protests  Continue," 
Wl^No.  973,  4 February  2011]).  However, 
we  also  raised  the  call  for  a revolution- 
ary constituent  assembly  in  the  immediate 
aftermath  of  Ben  Ali’s  removal,  as  well  as 
in  Egypt  shortly  thereafter.  In  examining 
this  question  more  deeply,  we  in  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  have  changed 
our  position.  While  we  have  called  for  a 
constituent  assembly  numerous  times  in 
the  past  in  other  circumstances,  as  did 
our  forebears  in  the  Trotskyist  movement 
(including  Trotsky  himself),  we  felt  it 
necessary  to  question  whether,  in  light  of 
historical  experience,  this  call  is  valid  or 
principled  from  the  standpoint  of  the  pro- 
letarian revolution.  A resolution  recently 
adopted  by  the  International  Executive 
Committee  of  the  ICL  pointed  out: 

“While  the  Constituent  Assembly  played 
a progressive  role  in  the  great  French 
bourgeois  revolution  of  1789,  historical 
experience  since  has  demonstrated  that 
this  ceased  to  be  the  case  thereafter. 
Beginning  with  the  revolutions  of  1848, 
in  every  situation  where  a constituent 
assembly  or  similar  bourgeois  legisla- 
tive body  was  convened  in  the  context 
of  a proletarian  insurgency  its  aim  was 
to  rally  the  forces  of  counterrevolution 


Viktor  Deni 

1922  Soviet  poster  shows  Russian 
counterrevolutionaries  and  imperial- 
ists sailing  under  ragged  banner  of 
Constituent  Assembly. 

against  the  proletariat  and  to  liquidate 
proletarian  power.  This  was  evident  in 
the  Paris  Commune  of  1871,  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917  and  the  German  Rev- 
olution of  1918-19.  Though  never  subse- 
quently codified  by  the  Cl  [Communist 
International)  as  a general  statement  of 
principle,  the  thrust  of  the  Bolsheviks 
under  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  leadership 
following  the  October  Revolution  was  to 
treat  the  constituent  assembly  as  a coun- 
terrevolutionary agency." 

The  ICL  has  thus  rejected  on  prin- 
ciple the  call  for  a constituent  assembly. 
We  have  insisted  in  our  propaganda  on 
Tunisia  on  the  need  to  address  the  burn- 
ing democratic  demands  of  the  masses 
after  decades  of  dictatorial  rule,  as  a 
lever  to  mobilize  the  working  class  and 
the  oppressed  behind  it  for  socialist  revo- 


lution. Such  demands  include  freedom  of 
the  press,  freedom  of  assembly,  a real  sep- 
aration of  church  and  state,  etc.  However, 
the  call  for  a constituent  assembly  is  not 
a democratic  demand  but  a call  for  a capi- 
talist government.  Our  rejection  of  such  a 
call  reflects  both  the  historical  experience 
of  the  proletariat  and  the  extension  of  the 
Marxist  program  over  the  years.  (This  is 
a different  question  than  that  of  running 
candidates  in  such  elections  with  the  aim 
of  using  the  electoral  campaign,  as  well  as 
parliamentary  seats  if  elected,  as  a plat- 
form to  call  on  the  workers  to  organize  as 
a class  for  itself — that  is,  to  struggle  for 
their  own  class  rule.) 

Marx  drew  on  the  experience  of  the 
revolutions  of  1848,  in  which  the  Euro- 
pean bourgeoisies  made  common  cause 
with  the  forces  of  aristocratic  reaction,  to 
propound  the  “revolution  in  permanence." 
Pointing  to  the  treachery  of  the  demo- 
cratic petty  bourgeoisie,  Marx  argued 
that  the  task  was  to  “make  the  revolution 
permanent,  until  all  more  or  less  possess- 
ing classes  have  been  forced  out  of  their 
position  of  dominance,  the  proletariat  has 
conquered  state  power"  and  the  revolu- 
tion spread  internationally  (“Address  of 
the  Central  Authority  to  the  Communist 
League,"  March  1850).  Trotsky  extended 
this  understanding  to  tsarist  Russia  in  his 
writings  of  1904-06  and  then,  at  the  time 
of  the  Second  Chinese  Revolution,  gener- 
alized the  program  of  permanent  revolu- 
tion to  countries  of  combined  and  uneven 
development  globally.  Our  understanding 
of  the  reactionary  character  of  the  bour- 
geoisie. in  the  semicolonial  countries  as 
well  as  the  advanced  capitalist  states, 
means  that  there  can  be  no  revolutionary 
bourgeois  parliament.  The  call  for  a con- 
stituent assembly  consequently  runs  coun- 
ter to  the  permanent  revolution. 


In  the  revolt  in  Tunisia,  the  anger  of 
the  masses,  as  well  as  their  hopes  for  real 
change,  were  channeled  into  calls  forelec- 
tions that  would  simply  change  the  names 
and  faces  of  the  capitalist  oppressors.  In 
fact,  from  its  inception,  the  Tunisian  bour- 
geoisie has  always  wrapped  its  rule  in  the 
envelope  of  a (bourgeois)  constitution.  That 
has  been  the  case  from  the  demand  for  a 
constitution  against  the  colonial-feudalist 
beylicat  [Tunisian  monarchy  prior  to  inde- 
pendence) to  the  constitution  later  crafted 
by  Habib  Bourguiba,  the  strongman  of 
the  early  years  of  the  Tunisian  republic, 
and  to  the  recent  efforts  to  prevent  a pro- 
letarian upheaval.  The  historic  party  of 
the  Tunisian  bourgeoisie  was  long  called 
Neo-Destour  ("destour"  means  “constitu- 
tion" in  Arabic).  The  full  name  of  the  party 
was  the  "New  Tunisian  Constitutional  Lib- 
eral Party";  it  was  renamed  the  “Destour- 
ian  Socialist  Party”  in  1964.  Years  later, 
Ben  Ali  renamed  it... the  “Democratic- 
Constitutional  Rally." 

A workers  revolution  in  TUnisia,  tear- 
ing state  power  from  the  capitalist  class 
in  an  Arab  country,  would  have  tremen- 
dous impact  throughout  the  region.  It 
would  immediately  reverberate  in  the 
imperialist  countries,  notably  in  France, 
where  several  million  people  of  North 
African  origin  live,  concentrated  in  the 
proletariat  and  the  most  oppressed  layers 
of  the  population.  They  constitute  a liv- 
ing bridge  for  socialist  revolution  on  both 
sides  of  the  Mediterranean.  To  fight  for 
the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  order,  the 
working  class  needs  a proletarian  revo- 
lutionary party,  which  can  be  built  only 
in  an  intransigent  struggle  against  all 
bourgeois  forces.  We  fight  to  reforge  the 
Fourth  International  founded  by  Trotsky 
on  the  basis  of  the  legacy  of  the  October 
Revolution.  ■ 
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PDC-initiated  united-front  protest  in  New  York  City,  August  1995.  Worldwide 
protests  joined  by  unions  helped  win  stay  of  execution  for  Mumia. 


Mumia... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

His  black  skin  and  meager  means  are  the 
demographic  of  most  of  those  selected 
for  death  row.  At  the  same  time,  Mumia’s 
radical  political  activism  incensed  the 
bourgeoisie.  And  with  Faulkner’s  shoot- 
ing, the  cops  and  prosecutors  saw  the 
opportunity  to  place  Mumia  in  the  com- 
pany of  executed  labor  militants  and  rad- 
icals— from  the  Haymarket  martyrs  in 
1887  to  Joe  Hill  and  Sacco  and  Vanzetti 
early  last  century. 

As  Marxists,  we  oppose  the  barbaric 
institution  of  capital  punishment  on 
principle — for  the  guilty  as  well  as  the 
innocent.  The  death  penalty  is  the  ulti- 
mate sanction  of  a “justice"  system  that 
is  not  only  stacked  against  workers  and 
the  poor  but  also,  in  a society  founded  on 
slavery  and  maintained  on  a bedrock  of 
black  oppression,  racist  to  its  core.  The 
manifest  unfairness  of  Mumia’s  trial, 
the  racist  and  political  motivation  for  his 
conviction  and  sentence,  the  outrageously 
biased  court  proceedings — all  provided  a 
focus  for  death  penalty  abolitionists.  Most 
compelling  and  magnetic,  however,  was 
the  voice  of  the  man  known  as  the  “voice 
of  the  voiceless."  Mumia’s  incisive,  com- 
passionate and  compelling  commentaries 
from  death  row,  which  appeared  in  black 
press  across  the  country,  inspired  thou- 
sands upon  thousands  to  demand  that 
such  a man  not  be  executed.  Mumia’s 
writings  spoke  as  well  to  the  humanity  of 
those  he  encountered  behind  prison  walls 
and  on  death  row. 

While  placing  no  faith  in  the  rigged 
“justice”  of  the  capitalist  courts,  we  have 
also  advocated  pursuing  all  possible  legal 
proceedings  on  Mumia’s  behalf.  The  legal 
issue  that  removed  Mumia  from  death 
row  was  the  unconstitutional  jury  instruc- 
tions issued  at  his  1982  trial,  which  did 
not  allow  jurors  to  freely  consider  miti- 
gating circumstances  weighing  against  a 
death  sentence.  This  issue  was  first  raised 
in  a 1990  legal  memo  by  PDC  attorney 
Jonathan  Piper  to  Steven  Hawkins  of  the 
NAACP  Legal  Defense  and  Educational 
Fund,  then  part  of  the  legal  team.  This 
was  the  basis  of  a 2001  decision  by  Judge 
William  Yohn,  who  overturned  Mumia’s 


death  sentence  while  upholding  his  frame- 
up  conviction.  After  the  Supreme  Court 
in  October  let  stand  Yohn’s  ruling,  which 
mandated  a new  sentencing  hearing,  the 
D.A.’s  office  called  a halt  to  the  execu- 
tion drive. 

It  has  been  many  years  since  thousands 
took  to  the  streets  for  Mumia.  Now,  as  the 
PDC  declared  in  its  December  10  state- 
ment, “the  state  authorities  hope  with  the 
latest  decision  that  Mumia’s  cause  will  be 
forgotten  and  that  he  will  rot  in  prison  hell 
until  he  dies.  This  must  not  be  Mumia’s 
fate."  In  1927,  James  P.  Cannon,  the  First 
national  secretary  of  the  International 
Labor  Defense,  warned  of  the  lessons  of 
the  cases  of  Tom  Mooney  and  Warren  Bill- 
ings, labor  leaders  falsely  accused  of  mur- 
der in  1916.  In  1918,  Mooney’s  death  sen- 
tence was  commuted  to  life  in  prison,  the 
same  sentence  as  Billings’.  Cannon  wrote: 

“The  workers  who  had  rallied  to  Mooney 
and  Billings  were  soothed  by  the  sinister 
argument  that  imprisonment  for  life  was, 
in  any  event,  better  than  execution.  They 
were  told  that  we  would  have  to  be  satis- 
fied for  the  while  with  one  victory,  and 
that  the  final  release  of  the  two  fighters 
would  be  won  later.  But  after  ten  years 
there  remain  only  a few  who  still  keep 
alive  the  memory  of  these  buried  men 


and  who  are  pledged  to  continue  the 
work  for  their  freedom." 

— Labor  Defender,  July  1927 
The  frame-up  of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was 
not  some  aberration  in  American  “justice" 
but  the  workings  of  a legal  system  that 


defends  the  rule  and  profits  of  the  capital- 
ist class  through  repression  of  the  working 
class  and  oppressed  minorities.  Following 
the  Philly  D.A.’s  decision,  the  New  York 
Times  (12  December  2011)  ran  an  edito- 
rial demanding  that  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania now  move  to  abolish  its  death  pen- 
alty. The  liberals  at  the  Times  have  long 
opposed  capital  punishment  while  favoring 
life  without  parole  as  a "humane” — and 
more  frugal — alternative.  While  the  edi- 
torial was  titled  “The  Abu-Jamal  Case,"  it 
pointedly  said  nothing  about  Mumia’s  case 
beyond  the  issue  of  improper  jury  instruc- 
tions. The  hard  truth  of  Mumia’s  case — 
the  frame-up  of  and  death  sentence  for  an 
innocent  black  man  who  stood  out  as  an 
eloquent  opponent  of  racist  U.S.  imperial- 
ism— cuts  too  close  to  the  bone  of  what  the 
capitalist  state  is  all  about. 

For  the  liberals,  removing  Mumia  from 
the  sanction  of  death  vindicates  their 
belief  in  the  ideal  of  American  justice. 
But  in  no  way  can  this  be  seen  as  just. 
In  continuing  to  publicize  Mumia’s  case 
and  pursue  the  fight  for  his  freedom,  we 
seek  to  imbue  the  multiracial  working 
class  with  the  understanding  that  it  must 
destroy  the  monstrous,  racist  machinery 
of  capitalist  repression  root  and  branch 
and  erect  in  its  place  a workers  state,  in 
which  those  who  labor  rule.  ■ 
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War  on  Terror... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

Obama  in  2008,  declaring  it  "a  trium- 
phant step  forward”  from  the  George  W. 
Bush  regime.  But  Obama’s  interest  in 
cleaning  up  after  the  Bush  gang  always 
was  to  wage  a more  effective  "war  on 
terror."  The  rapturous  reception  attending 
his  election  gave  Obama  political  capital 
to  implement  repressive  measures  that  go 
well  beyond  what  Bush  accomplished. 
And  today  there  is  barely  a squeak  of 
protest  from  the  liberals  and  reformist 
left  over  his  trampling  on  basic  rights. 
So-called  socialists  who  seek  to  pres- 
sure the  Democratic  Party  to  "do  right" 
are  an  obstacle  to  mobilizing  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  oppressed  in  defense 
of  their  rights,  against  the  class  enemy. 
The  capitalist-imperialist  system  has 
been  and  will  continue  to  be  enforced  by 
repression  and  war  until  it  is  swept  away 
through  proletarian  revolution. 

“War  on  Terror”  Means  War  on 
Working  People 

For  the  capitalist  class,  “democracy" 
has  always  served  as  the  velvet  glove  hid- 
ing the  iron  fist  of  its  class  dictatorship 
over  the  working  class,  minorities  and 
the  poor.  The  yawning  abyss  between 
the  tiny  class  of  capitalists — the  own- 
ers of  industry  and  the  banks — and  the 
working  people  they  exploit  for  profit  has 
been  made  even  wider  by  three  years  of 
global  economic  crisis.  Well  aware  that 
galloping  inequality  is  increasing  social 
tensions  that  sow  the  seeds  of  class  strug- 
gle, the  rulers  are  eager  to  use  the  panoply 
of  "anti-terror"  measures  and  laws  to 


Spillers/NY  Times 

U.S.  citizen  Anwar  al-Awlaki,  assas- 
sinated in  Yemen  in  September  on 
orders  from  White  House. 

strengthen  the  repressive  apparatus  of  the 
capitalist  state  against  the  working  class 
and  oppressed.  Ultimately,  the  only  rights 
the  capitalists  are  committed  to  maintain- 
ing are  their  rights  to  hold  property  and 
exploit  labor. 

Following  the  September  11  terrorist 
attacks,  we  warned:  “The  rapidity  with 
which  the  government  rammed  through 
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February  2002:  Oakland  united-front  protest  initiated  by  Labor  Black  League 
and  PDC  against  Patriot  Act  and  Maritime  Security  Act. 


the  new  laws  and  executive  orders  was 
made  possible  by  the  illusion  that  they 
were  intended  for  a specific  small  and 
vulnerable  sector  of  the  population — 
immigrants  from  Muslim  countries.  In 
the  government's  gun  sights,  however,  is 
just  about  everyone  perceived  as  an  oppo- 
nent by  the  capitalist  rulers”  (WV  No.  770, 
7 December  2001).  At  the  same  time,  we 
stressed  that  what  the  government  ulti- 
mately gets  away  with  will  be  determined 
by  class  and  social  struggle. 

We  also  warned  that  black  people  and 
the  labor  movement  would  be  particular 
targets  of  “anti-terror”  repression.  There 
is  a history  to  the  capitalists  going  after 
unions  and  the  left  by  broadening  the 
scope  of  laws  adopted  ostensibly  to  go 
after  much  different  forces.  For  exam- 
ple, the  RICO  “anti-racketeering"  law, 
enacted  in  1970  on  the  pretext  of  battling 
gangland  crime,  was  the  main  lever  by 
which  the  government  assumed  sweep- 
ing control  over  the  Teamsters  and  other 
unions  in  the  1980s  and  ‘90s.  RICO  also 
has  been  repeatedly  invoked  in  lawsuits 
against  striking  unions  for  confronting 
scabs  and  defending  picket  lines. 

Among  the  first  “anti-terror"  measures 
enacted  by  Bush  were  the  USA  Patriot  Act 
and  the  Maritime  Transportation  Security 
Act,  a direct  threat  to  port  and  transporta- 
tion workers.  In  response,  the  Bay  Area 
Labor  Black  League  for  Social  Defense, 
which  is  fraternally  allied  with  the  Spar- 
tacist  League,  and  the  PDC  issued  a call 
for  a labor-centered,  united-front  protest. 
At  the  core  of  the  300-strong  demonstra- 
tion in  Oakland  on  9 February  2002  were 
black  longshoremen  who  were  members  of 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union  (ILWU)  Local  10.  which  endorsed 
the  protest.  The  protest  call,  reprinted  in 
WV  No.  773  (25  January  2002),  urged 
“the  powerful  multiracial  unions  in  the 
Bay  Area  to  mobilize  against  the  govern- 
ment’s war  on  America’s  integrated  work- 
ing class,  on  black  people  and  on  immi- 
grants. Every  bombing  raid  and  missile 
attack  on  Afghanistan  came  together  with 
new  deadly  assaults  on  the  democratic 
rights  of  all  of  us." 

The  West  Coast  ILWU  was  an  early 
target  of  the  government’s  campaign 
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for  “national  unity”  against  “terrorism.” 
During  contentious  contract  negotiations 
in  2002,  the  Homeland  Security  chief 
phoned  the  ILWU  International  president 
to  warn  that  a strike  would  "threaten 
national  security.”  The  White  House  set 
up  a special  task  force  to  manage  its  inter- 
vention into  the  contract  battle,  with  Bush 
explicitly  threatening  to  bring  in  federal 
troops  in  the  event  of  a strike. 

Nationwide,  port  authorities  have  spent 
at  least  $2.6  billion  ramping  up  security 


chorus  condemning  longshoremen  in  this 
small  port  town  as  "terrorists.” 

Now  the  grain  in  the  EGT  terminal, 
which  has  been  worked  by  scabs  from  the 
International  Union  of  Operating  Engi- 
neers Local  701,  is  due  to  be  shipped  out. 
Over  the  past  few  months.  Coast  Guard 
officials  have  shown  up  at  the  Longview 
ILWU  Local  21  hall  threatening  to  revoke 
union  members’  TWIC  cards  if  there  are 
any  union  protests  that  interfere  with 
the  loading  of  the  first  outbound  ship. 
According  to  reports,  the  whole  opera- 
tion is  to  be  overseen  by  the  Department 
of  Homeland  Security.  Here  is  the  union- 
busting  domestic  face  of  the  government’s 
“war  on  terror." 

It  is  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  working 
class  to  fight  against  the  wars,  occupations 
and  domestic  repressive  measures  carried 
out  in  the  name  of  combating  “terror- 
ism.” But  this  runs  straight  up  against  the 
class  collaborationism  of  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy,  which  openly  embraces  the 
"national  security”  interests  of  the  capi- 
talist exploiters  as  its  own  and  chains 
workers  to  the  Democratic  Party.  If  the 
unions  are  to  be  revived  and  transformed 
into  bastions  of  the  class  struggle  that  is 
so  desperately  needed,  they  must  act  in 
defense  not  only  of  themselves  but  also 
immigrants,  black  people  and  all  those 
in  the  crosshairs  of  the  capitalist  state. 
Advancing  the  class  consciousness  and 
solidarity  of  the  proletariat  begins  with 
fighting  for  its  independence  from  the 
Democratic  Party  of  U.S.  imperialism.  A 
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Jose  Padilla  escorted  to  terrorism  show  trial  in  Miami,  January  2006.  SL/PDC 
amici  curiae  brief  on  behalf  of  Padilla  can  be  obtained  for  $.50.  Order  from / 
pay  to:  PDC,  P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  St.  Station,  New  York.  NY  10013. 


over  the  last  decade  to  meet  federal  guide- 
lines. In  2008,  the  Transportation  Work- 
ers Identification  Credential  (TWIC)  pro- 
gram was  first  rolled  out,  vastly  increasing 
the  government’s  ability  to  police  port 
workers.  Longshoremen,  port  truckers 
and  others  were  forced  to  submit  to  exten- 
sive criminal  background  and  immigra- 
tion status  checks.  Tens  of  thousands  were 
officially  turned  down.  Many  port  truck- 
ers, a mostly  immigrant  workforce,  opted 
not  to  apply  out  of  fear  of  deportation  or 
worse.  Among  the  offenses  that  would 
permanently  bar  workers  from  the  water- 
front is  involvement  in  a “transportation 
security  incident.”  This  category  includes 
“transportation  system  disruption  or  eco- 
nomic disruption  in  a specific  area,"  i.e., 
strikes  and  other  labor  actions. 

The  union-busting  threat  of  these  "port 
security"  measures  can  be  seen  at  the  Port 
of  Longview,  Washington.  The  ILWU  has 
been  locked  in  a battle  with  the  giant  EGT 
grain  consortium,  which  is  out  to  break 
the  union’s  decades-long  control  of  all 
loading  and  unloading  of  grain  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest.  Behind  EGT  stands 
the  capitalist  state.  In  response  to  militant 
labor  actions  by  the  ILWU  and  its  allies 
that  had  stopped  grain  shipments  into  the 
EGT  terminal,  ILWU  members  and  their 
supporters  have  been  brutally  assaulted 
by  riot  cops,  subjected  to  over  200  arrests 
and  more  than  $300,000  in  fines  lev- 
ied against  the  union  by  the  courts  (see 
"ILWU  Fights  Deadly  Threat,”  WV  No. 
986,  16  September  2011,  and  "Defend 
Longview  ILWU  Against  Bosses’  Cops 
and  Courts!”  WV  No.  987,  30  Septem- 
ber 2011).  Right-wing  pundits  joined  the 


new  labor  leadership  must  be  forged  as 
part  of  the  struggle  for  a workers  party 
that  fights  for  a workers  government. 

Fight  Criminalization  of 
Political  Dissent! 

The  NDAA  signed  by  Obama  opens 
the  door  to  the  military  detention  of  those 
who  provide  legal  or  medical  services  or 
donate  money  to — or  even  interview — 
someone  the  government  has  branded 
a “terrorist.”  This  is  no  abstract  matter. 
Obama’s  Justice  Department  has  sought  to 
pin  charges  of  "material  support  to  terror- 
ism” on  leftist  supporters  of  Latin  Ameri- 
can guerrillas  and  oppressed  Palestinians, 
following  FBI  raids  on  the  homes  of  Mid- 
west activists  in  September  2010.  Earlier 
that  year,  leftist  attorney  Lynne  Stewart 
was  hauled  off  to  prison  and  resentenced 
to  a much  longer  term  of  ten  years  for  her 
vigorous  defense  of  her  client,  an  Islamic 
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Above:  Aftermath  of  murderous  U.S.  drone  attack  in  northwestern  Pakistan, 
November  2010.  Below:  In  Montgomery  County,  Texas,  sheriff’s  office  adds 
ShadowHawk  surveillance  drone  to  its  arsenal. 
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fundamentalist  cleric.  This  is  effectively  a 
death  sentence  for  the  72-year-old  Stew- 
art, who  suffers  from  cancer. 

Last  month,  in  the  pretrial  hearing 
for  the  court-martial  of  Army  Private 
Bradley  Manning,  the  military  prosecu- 
tors tried  to  make  an  amalgam  between 
Manning.  Julian  Assange  of  WikiLeaks 
and  A1  Qaeda.  Manning  faces  22  charges, 
including  "aiding  the  enemy” — an  offense 
punishable  by  death — for  allegedly  leak- 
ing hundreds  of  thousands  of  government 
and  military  documents,  which  Wiki- 
Leaks began  disseminating  in  early  2010. 
The  material  cast  a modest  but  welcome 
light  on  the  machinations  of  the  U.S. 
imperialists  and  other  capitalist  govern- 
ments. Locked  up  for  over  a year  and  a 
half  by  the  military  after  video  of  a U.S. 
war  crime  in  Baghdad  was  posted  online. 
Manning  has  endured  solitary  confine- 
ment. forced  nakedness,  sleep  deprivation 
and  other  torturous  conditions. 

In  a taste  of  what  Manning  faces  if 
the  court-martial  proceeds,  the  presid- 
ing officer  at  the  hearing  refused  to  hear 
46  of  the  48  witnesses  for  the  defense 
while  granting  the  prosecution  all  its 
witnesses.  The  officer  repeatedly  denied 
defense  requests,  including  one  that  he 
recuse  himself  on  the  grounds  that  he 
also  works  for  the  Department  of  Justice, 
which  has  convened  a grand  jury  to  inves- 
tigate WikiLeaks.  Presenting  no  evidence 
of  actual  “aid”  provided  by  Manning,  the 
lead  prosecutor  pressed  the  case  by  claim- 
ing that  Manning  “had  actual  knowledge" 
that  “foreign  adversaries  like  A1  Qaeda 
and  A1  Qaeda  in  the  Arabian  Peninsula 
would  use  WikiLeaks  to  their  advantage.” 

As  Marjorie  Cohn  observed  in  Coun- 
terPunch  (26  December  201 1):  "If  Man- 
ning had  committed  war  crimes  instead 
of  exposing  them,  he  would  be  a free 
man  today.  If  he  had  murdered  civilians 
and  skinned  them  alive,  he  would  not  be 
facing  the  death  penalty.”  The  Obama 
administration  also  has  its  sights  set  on 
Assange,  who  currently  is  fighting  extra- 
dition to  Sweden  on  trumped-up  sex 
charges.  If  he  loses  his  appeal,  he  could 
face  extradition  to  the  U.S.  In  trying  to 
take  down  Manning  and  WikiLeaks,  the 
military  and  the  White  House  are  send- 
ing the  message  that  any  exposure  or 
even  reporting  of  the  imperialists’  many 
and  varied  crimes  could  bring  the  harsh- 
est punishment.  Free  Bradley  Manning! 
Hands  off  Julian  Assange! 

What  the  capitalist  government  deems 
"material  support  to  terrorism”  and  even 
the  “terrorist”  designation  itself  are  de- 
termined by  its  own  military/political 
purposes.  In  the  1980s,  when  Islamic 
reactionaries  of  the  A1  Qaeda  and  Tal- 
iban ilk  were  throwing  acid  in  the  faces 
of  unveiled  women  in  Afghanistan,  they 
were  hailed  by  Washington  as  "freedom 
fighters”  against  the  Soviet  Union  and 
showered  with  billions  in  aid  to  kill  Red 
Army  soldiers.  At  the  same  time,  the 
African  National  Congress,  then  fight- 
ing apartheid  rule  in  South  Africa,  was 


officially  classified  as  a terrorist  group. 
Today  in  Libya,  former  A1  Qaeda  associ- 
ates are  embraced  as  part  of  the  opposi- 
tion that  served  as  the  ground  troops  for 
NATO  in  overthrowing  the  regime  of 
Colonel  Muammar  el-Qaddafi. 

The  Spartacist  League  has  strenu- 
ously fought  attempts  by  the  government 
to  criminalize  political  dissent,  not  least 
the  branding  of  Marxists  as  “terrorists.” 
In  1981,  we  discovered  that  the  office 
of  California  attorney  general  George 
Deukmejian  had  listed  us  as  “left-wing 
terrorists”  in  a "Report  on  Organized 
Crime.”  Lumping  the  Spartacist  League 
together  with  the  Manson  family,  the 
Hell’s  Angels  and  prison  gangs,  the 
report  portrayed  us  as  some  sort  of  out- 
laws. to  be  blown  away  in  the  dead  of 
night.  We  noted  at  the  time  that  if  the 
report  had  been  issued  ten  years  earlier, 
it  would  have  included  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party,  which  saw  38  of  its  members 
assassinated  and  hundreds  more  locked 
away  in  America’s  dungeons  in  the  Feds’ 
infamous  COINTELPRO  operation. 


We  waged  a legal  battle  that  forced 
California  authorities  to  retract  the  terror- 
ist smear  and  distribute  a statement  to  that 
effect  to  police  and  FBI  offices  nation- 
wide. At  a protest  outside  Deukmejian’s 
San  Francisco  offices,  an  SL  spokesman 
remarked:  "The  efforts  of  the  Spartacist 
League  in  California  and  elsewhere  are 
to  organize  a workers  party  to  struggle 
for  the  immediate  and  ultimate  interests 
of  the  working  class.  The  working  class 
and  its  party  have  the  right  to  organize ” 
(WVNo.  286.  31  July  1981).  Subsequently, 
we  filed  a lawsuit  against  the  FBI’s  1983 
Domestic  Security/Terrorism  guidelines 
equating  left-wing  political  activity  with 
terrorism  and  organized  crime.  As  a result 
of  our  challenge,  the  government  con- 
ceded on  this  issue  and  changed  its  defi- 
nition of  the  SL  to  what  we  are:  a Marxist 
political  organization. 

Terror  by  Drone 

A distinguishing  feature  of  the  Obama 
administration’s  “war  on  terror"  is  its 
reliance  on  targeted  assassinations,  as 


Holiday  Appeal... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

roadblock  to  building  a healthy  workers 
state. 

We  need  a new  ruling  class — the  work- 
ing class!  Karl  Marx  was  right!  Marx  and 
Engels  explained  that  the  only  way  to  end 
the  boom-bust  cycles  inherent  to  capital- 
ism is  for  the  working  class  to  take  control 
of  the  means  of  production  through  social- 
ist revolution  and  institute  a planned,  col- 
lectivized economy.  It  was  true  over  160 
years  ago  and  it  remains  true  today. 

So  to  wrap  it  up:  Galileo,  another  far- 
sighted yet  persecuted  genius,  once  said, 
“All  truths  are  easy  to  understand  once 
they  are  discovered;  the  point  is  to  dis- 
cover them.”  Marxism  is  one  of  those 
truths.  The  truth  is  that  the  interests  of 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  working  class 
are  irreconcilable.  No  one  argues  that  the 
interests  of  the  slave  and  slaveholder  can 
be  united  yet  we  are  supposed  to  believe 
that  the  working  class,  i.e.,  the  wage 


detailed  in  a Washington  Post  (27  Decem- 
ber 2011)  article  headlined  "Under 
Obama,  an  Emerging  Global  Apparatus 
for  Drone  Killing.”  This  apparatus  con- 
sists of  “dozens  of  secret  facilities,  includ- 
ing two  operational  hubs  on  the  East 
Coast,  virtual  Air  Force  cockpits  in  the 
Southwest  and  clandestine  bases  in  at 
least  six  countries  on  two  continents.”  Not 
including  its  RQ-170  stealth  drones,  one 
of  which  recently  crashed  while  spying  in 
Iran,  the  U.S.  fleet  counts  at  least  775 
Predators.  Reapers  and  other  models. 
Under  Obama,  the  number  of  drone 
strikes  in  Pakistan  alone  has  soared  to 
240,  with  at  least  1,600  dead,  among  them 
innumerable  "unintended"  victims.  Two 
weeks  after  four  drones  were  deployed  in 
the  mission  to  assassinate  al-Awlaki,  the 
imperialist  butchers  killed  his  son  in 
Yemen  in  a separate  drone  strike. 

With  the  explosive  growth  in  drone 
technology  and  the  erosion  of  Fourth 
Amendment  safeguards  against  warrant- 
less searches,  all  the  elements  are  align- 
ing for  the  introduction  of  routine  aerial 
surveillance  of  the  American  population. 
Already  the  U.S.  Border  Patrol  oper- 
ates Predator  B drones  along  the  border 
with  Mexico.  The  Los  Angeles  Times 
(10  December  2011)  reported  that  local 
police  departments  have  secretly  made 
use  of  these  drones  for  law  enforcement 
operations.  Meanwhile,  the  Miami  police 
department  and  others  have  received  per- 
mission from  the  federal  government  to 
test  aerial  drones.  Some  of  these  vehicles, 
such  as  an  unmanned  helicopter  acquired 
in  October  by  a sheriffs  department  out- 
side Houston,  are  designed  to  carry  weap- 
ons like  tasers  and  beanbag  guns.  Even 
without  drones,  police  already  have 
access  to  powerful  tools  of  spycraft,  from 
ubiquitous  video  cameras  to  GPS  tracking 
devices  and  satellite  images. 

In  this  way,  too.  measures  first  used 
against  “terrorists”  redound  against  the 
working  people  at  home,  even  as  the  pres- 
ident declares  that  A1  Qaeda  is  “on  the 
path  to  defeat.”  Continuing  to  build  up  the 
forces  of  domestic  repression  is  an  essen- 
tial task  for  the  bourgeoisie  as  it  takes  the 
ax  to  jobs,  wages  and  social  services  in 
an  attempt  to  restore  its  profits.  These  are 
hallmarks  of  the  capitalist  system  in  its 
epoch  of  decay. 

As  V.I.  Lenin  observed  in  his  seminal 
pamphlet  Imperialism:  The  Highest  Stage 
of  Capitalism  (1916):  "Imperialism  is  the 
epoch  of  finance  capital  and  of  monopo- 
lies. which  introduce  everywhere  the 
striving  for  domination,  not  for  freedom. 
Whatever  the  political  system  the  result 
of  these  tendencies  is  everywhere  reac- 
tion.” Lenin’s  Bolshevik  Party  showed 
how  to  defeat  this  reaction,  leading  the 
working  class  of  Russia  to  power  in  the 
October  Revolution  of  1917.  Only  the  vic- 
tory of  proletarian  revolutions  in  the  U.S. 
and  around  the  world  can  end  the  wars 
and  occupations,  the  exploitation  and  rac- 
ist oppression  of  capitalist  class  rule  and 
its  barbaric  state  repression.  ■ 


slaves,  have  a common  interest  with  the 
bosses,  i.e.,  the  capitalists.  The  truth  is 
that  what  is  necessary  is  a political  strug- 
gle to  break  the  multiracial  proletariat 
from  the  class  enemy  and  unleash  work- 
ers’ massive  social  power.  We  must  mobi- 
lize the  proletariat  with  its  own  party,  for 
its  own  interests  and  for  the  interests  of 
all  the  oppressed — fighting  against  racist 
oppression,  for  women’s  rights,  in  defense 
of  gays,  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
immigrants — a "tribune  of  the  people,”  if 
you  will,  independent  of  and  in  opposition 
to  the  bourgeoisie  and  all  of  its  parties. 

Though  I like  Galileo's  remarks,  I like 
these  from  Karl  Marx  even  better.  He 
said,  "Philosophers  have  hitherto  only 
interpreted  the  world  in  various  ways; 
the  point  is  to  change  it."  That’s  what  we 
aim  to  do.  Join  us  in  that  fight  to  change 
the  world  and  open  up  the  possibility 
of  a socialist  future  and  a world  where 
the  terms  property,  economic  crisis  and 
exploitation  would  drop  out  of  use  and 
mankind  can  at  last  cross  the  threshold 
into  true  humanity.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Is  Innocent— Free  Him  Now! 


Lisa  Terry 


After  29  years  and  363  days,  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  no  longer  lives  under  the  exe- 
cutioner’s shadow.  On  December  7,  Phil- 
adelphia district  attorney  Seth  Williams 
announced  that  his  office  was  dropping 
efforts  to  execute  America’s  foremost  class- 
war  prisoner.  While  this  brings  to  an  end  a 
legal  lynching  campaign  that  began  with 
Mumia’s  arrest  and  false  conviction  for 
the  1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  police 
officer  Daniel  Faulkner,  Mumia  remains 
condemned  to  spend  the  rest  of  his  life  in 
prison  with  no  chance  of  parole,  despite 
overwhelming  evidence  of  his  innocence. 

In  a recent  letter  to  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee.  Mumia  aptly  characterized  his 
new  home  at  the  Mahanoy  Correctional 
Institution  in  Frackville,  PA,  as  ‘‘‘slow’ 
Death  Row."  A Black  Panther  Party  leader 
in  his  youth  and  later  an  award-winning 
journalist,  Mumia  has  spent  over  40  years 
fighting  for  the  oppressed.  He  must  not 
be  forgotten  and  left  to  rot  in  prison  hell! 
Trade  unionists,  radical  youth  and  fight- 
ers for  black  rights  must  demand:  Freedom 
now  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 

The  state  forces  that  have  tried  for 
decades  to  silence  this  powerful  voice 
for  the  oppressed  are  certainly  not  going 
to  forget  him.  Appearing  with  Williams 
when  he  made  his  announcement  were 
prosecutors  who  helped  railroad  Mumia 
to  death  row,  officials  of  the  Fraternal 
Order  of  Police  (F.O.P.),  long  the  spear- 
head of  the  drive  to  execute  him,  and 
F.O.P.  mouthpiece  Maureen  Faulkner,  the 
slain  policeman’s  widow.  Spewing  the 
venomous  racism  that  has  motivated  the 
persecution  of  Mumia.  Faulkner  described 
him  as  a "seething  animal”  and  ranted,  "I 


am  heartened  by  the  thought  that  he  will 
finally  be  taken  from  the  protected  clois- 
ter he  has  been  living  in  all  these  years 
and  begin  living  among  his  own  kind;  the 
thugs  and  common  criminals  that  infest 
our  prisons."  This  is  the  voice  of  the  cops 
who  stop  and  throw  black  youth  against 
the  wall  for  "walking  while  black,”  who 
have  consigned  generations  of  young  blacks 
and  Latinos  to  prison  hell  in  the  "war  on 
drugs.”  who  carry  out  street  executions 
with  impunity. 


and  the  Feds,  on  orders  from  black  Demo- 
cratic mayor  Wilson  Goode,  firebombed 
the  Osage  Avenue  home  of  his  comrades 
in  the  predominantly  black  MOVE  back- 
to-nature  commune,  killing  eleven  peo- 
ple, including  five  children.  A little  over 
a decade  later,  Mumia  saw  his  son  Jamal 
Hart  railroaded  to  prison  for  15  years  by 
the  Clinton  administration  on  bogus  gun- 
possession  charges — retaliation  for  Hart’s 
prominent  activism  on  his  father’s  behalf. 
Until  Jamal  Hart’s  release  last  year,  prison 


December  7: 
Philadelphia  D.A. 
Seth  Williams 
announces 
dropping  pursuit 
of  death  sentence 
for  Mumia. 
Joseph  McGill 
(shown  at  left) 
was  prosecutor 
who  helped 
railroad  Mumia 
to  death  row. 


For  Mumia,  being  “cloistered”  on  death 
row  the  past  30  years  has  meant  con- 
finement almost  24  hours  a day  in  an 
eight-by-twelve-foot  cell,  severe  limits 
on  phone  calls,  separation  from  visitors 
by  thick  Plexiglas  and,  until  recently, 
being  manacled  during  visits.  Mumia  has 
been  unable  to  embrace  his  wife  Wadiya 
or  bounce  grandchildren  on  his  knee.  In 
1985,  Mumia  learned  that  the  Philly  cops 


regs  even  prohibited  Mumia  and  his  son 
from  corresponding  with  one  another. 

As  described  in  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  statement  printed  below, 
Mumia  is  an  innocent  man  who  was  sub- 
jected to  a racist  and  political  frame-up. 
For  three  decades,  police,  prosecutors  and 
government  officials  of  both  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  parties  have  been 
screaming  for  Mumia’s  head.  From  the 


right-wing  tabloids  to  the  Philadelphia 
Inquirer  and  New  York  Times,  newsrooms 
across  the  country  have  treated  the  pros- 
ecution’s lying  account  of  Faulkner’s  kill- 
ing as  gospel. 

Court  after  court  has  refused  to  even 
consider  the  massive  amount  of  evidence 
proving  Mumia’s  innocence.  In  2001, 
Mumia’s  attorneys  presented  in  state  and 
federal  courts  the  sworn  confession  of 
Arnold  Beverly  that  “I  was  hired,  along 
with  another  guy,  and  paid  to  shoot  and 
kill  Faulkner.  I had  heard  that  Faulkner 
was  a problem  for  the  mob  and  corrupt 
policemen  because  he  interfered  with  the 
graft  and  payoffs  made  to  allow  illegal 
activity  including  prostitution,  gambling, 
drugs  without  prosecution  in  the  center 
city  area."  At  the  time  of  Faulkner’s  kill- 
ing, the  Philadelphia  police  were  under 
three  corruption  investigations  by  the 
Feds,  encompassing  virtually  the  entire 
chain  of  command  that  oversaw  the 
"investigation"  of  Faulkner's  death. 

First  taking  up  Mumia’s  defense  in  1987, 
the  PDC  and  the  Spartacist  League  made 
his  case  known  to  a wide  range  of  death 
penalty  abolitionists,  student  groups,  black 
activists  and  the  labor  movement  through 
publicity  and  protest.  From  the  beginning, 
we  have  fought  for  the  understanding  that 
the  power  of  labor  must  be  brought  to 
bear  to  win  Mumia’s  freedom.  Indeed,  it 
was  an  outpouring  of  protest  internation- 
ally including  trade  unionists  that  helped 
win  a stay  of  execution  for  Mumia  in 
August  1995. 

Mumia  had  become  a central  focus  of 
the  fight  to  abolish  the  racist  death  penalty 
continued  on  page  9 


The  following  statement  was  issued  by  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee  on  December  10.  The  PDC  is  a 
class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  which  champions  cases  and  causes  in  the 
interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people.  This  pur- 
pose is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the 
Spartacist  League. 

On  December  7,  the  Philadelphia  District  Attorney 
announced  that  he  will  not  seek  another  death  sentence 
for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  America’s  foremost  class-war  pris- 
oner. The  announcement  by  D.A.  Seth  Williams  comes  in 
the  wake  of  the  October  1 1 U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
rejecting  the  D.A.’s  petition  to  reinstate  the  death  sen- 
tence that  was  overturned  in  2001.  This  means  Mumia, 
framed  up  for  the  killing  of  Philadelphia  police  officer 
Daniel  Faulkner  in  1981,  will  be  sentenced  to  life  in 
prison  without  possibility  of  parole.  While  it  is  welcome 
that  Mumia  will  no  longer  be  under  the  threat  of  state 
execution,  it  is  an  abomination  that  this  innocent  man, 
who  has  already  spent  30  years  entombed,  is  condemned 
to  a living  death  in  prison! 

The  government’s  drive  to  execute  Mumia  has  run 
aground,  but  the  vendetta  of  the  prosecution,  cops  and 
capitalist  politicians,  both  Democratic  and  Republican, 
against  Mumia  continues.  There  is  a mountain  of  evi- 
dence. including  Arnold  Beverly’s  confession  that  he 
shot  and  killed  Faulkner,  that  demonstrates  Mumia  is  an 


PDC  Statement 

innocent  man  who  should  never  have  spent  one  day  in 
prison.  The  courts  have  refused  to  consider  this  evidence 
because  it  exposes  Mumia’s  frame-up  as  not  just  some 
aberration  of  a rogue  cop  or  a bad  judge,  but  the  result 
of  the  workings  of  a whole  "justice"  system  whose  real 
purpose  is  the  repression  of  workers,  minorities  and  the 
poor  on  behalf  of  the  capitalist  rulers  (see  the  July  2006 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent!). 

Beginning  in  the  late  1960s,  Mumia  was  targeted  by 
the  police  and  FBI  as  a Black  Panther  leader  and  later 
as  a MOVE  supporter  and  journalist  renowned  for  his 
searing  exposes  of  cop  brutality  and  racist  oppression. 
The  prosecution  railroaded  Mumia  to  death  row  in  1982, 
building  its  case  on  the  basis  of  phony  ballistics  and  other 
manufactured  "evidence."  a "confession"  concocted  by 
cops  and  prosecutors,  massive  police  intimidation  of  wit- 
nesses and  racist  jury  rigging.  His  trial  was  overseen  by 
“hanging  judge"  Albert  Sabo,  who  was  overheard  saying 
he  would  help  the  prosecution  "fry  the  n— -r."  To  secure 
the  death  sentence,  prosecutors  pointed  to  political  state- 
ments made  by  Mumia  as  a 16-year-old  Panther. 

In  December  2001,  federal  judge  William  Yohn  over- 
turned Mumia’s  death  sentence  as  unconstitutional  based 


on  improper  jury  instructions  while  simultaneously  up- 
holding every  aspect  of  the  1982  frame-up  conviction.  As 
for  the  Supreme  Court,  its  2009  denial  of  Mumia’s  peti- 
tion essentially  put  an  end  to  his  legal  efforts  to  overturn 
his  conviction  on  constitutional  grounds. 

During  the  decades  of  his  unjust  imprisonment,  Mumia 
has  remained  unbowed,  speaking  out  for  the  oppressed 
and  the  impoverished  through  his  death  row  commentar- 
ies. Mumia’s  cause  has  been  an  international  focal  point 
ot  the  fight  for  abolition  of  the  death  penalty,  which  in  the 
U.S.  is  the  legacy  ot  black  chattel  slavery  and  represents 
the  pinnacle  ot  state  terror.  When  Mumia  faced  a death 
warrant  in  the  summer  of  1995,  massive  publicity  about 
his  case  and  worldwide  protests  that  were  endorsed  by 
trade  unions  representing  hundreds  of  thousands  of  work- 
ers played  a crucial  role  in  staying  the  executioner’s  hand. 

Now  the  state  authorities  hope  with  the  latest  decision 
that  Mumia’s  cause  will  be  forgotten  and  that  he  will  rot 
in  prison  hell  until  he  dies.  This  must  not  be  Mumia’s 
fate.  As  the  Spartacist  League  and  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  have  always  insisted,  fighters  for  Mumia’s 
freedom  must  look  to  link  his  cause  to  the  class  strug- 
gles of  the  multiracial  proletariat.  Trade  unionists,  oppo- 
nents of  the  racist  death  penalty  and  fighters  for  black 
rights  must  continue  the  fight  to  free  Mumia  from  the 
racist  dungeons  of  Pennsylvania  and  to  abolish  the  racist 
death  penalty  ■ 
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Military  and  Islamists  Target 
Women,  Copts,  Workers 


Reuters,  AFP.  Reuters 

Top:  Supreme  Council  of  the  Armed  Forces,  Cairo,  November  22.  Left:  At  December  20  demonstration,  protester  holds  picture  of 
woman  stripped  and  beaten  by  military  thugs.  Right:  November  22  Tahrir  Square  protest  against  military  regime. 


For  a Workers  and 
Peasants  Government! 


JANUARY  14 — As  the  beginning  of  par- 
liamentary elections  approached  in  Novem- 
ber, almost  a year  after  the  overthrow  of 
Egyptian  dictator  Hosni  Mubarak,  mass 
protests  demanding  an  end  to  military 
rule  broke  out  in  Cairo's  Tahrir  Square 
and  across  urban  Egypt.  Police  and  the 
army  attacked  demonstrators  with  whips, 
tasers,  truncheons  and  live  ammunition, 
killing  dozens.  With  more  rounds  of 
elections  scheduled,  it  is  far  from  clear 
that  the  ruling  Supreme  Council  of  the 
Armed  Forces  (SCAF)  has  any  intention 
of  allowing  a civilian  government  to  be 
established.  Ominously,  Islamists,  the 
largest  organized  opposition,  have  swept 
the  polls,  with  the  reactionary  Muslim 
Brotherhood  and  the  even  more  hardline 
Salafists  winning  some  70  percent  of  the 
vote  between  them. 

Last  winter's  uprising  toppled  Muba- 
rak’s hated,  military-backed  regime,  only 
to  result  in  an  even  more  open  dictator- 
ship of  the  armed  forces.  At  the  time,  the 
bourgeois  media  and  almost  the  entire  left 
internationally  hailed  this  as  the  Egyp- 
tian "revolution.”  Since  taking  power,  the 
SCAF  has  strengthened  the  police  powers 
of  the  capitalist  state  and  cracked  down 
on  social  unrest.  This  is  precisely  what 


we  warned  about  at  the  time,  in  opposi- 
tion to  widespread  illusions  that  "the 
army  and  the  people  are  one  hand." 

The  military’s  repressive  measures 
have  been  aimed  centrally  at  the  res- 
tive working  class.  Within  months  of 
Mubarak’s  ouster,  the  regime  banned 
strikes  and  demonstrations.  In  Septem- 
ber, the  SCAF  expanded  the  hated  emer- 
gency law  to  ban  damaging  state  prop- 
erty, disrupting  work  and  blocking  roads 
with  demonstrations.  Between  February 
and  September,  at  least  12,000  civilians 
were  tried  in  military  courts,  more  than 
under  Mubarak’s  30-year  rule.  With  the 
first  anniversary  of  the  outbreak  of  mass 
protests  approaching,  the  regime  post- 
poned the  verdict  in  the  trial  of  Mubarak 
for  ordering  the  killing  of  protesters. 

The  oppressive  conditions  of  life  in 
neocolonial  Egypt  have  generated  enor- 
mous popular  anger.  In  a country  where 
40  percent  of  the  population  lives  on  $2 
a day  or  less,  many  families  spend  more 
than  half  their  income  on  food.  In  2008, 
when  the  prices  of  basic  foods  doubled, 
riots  broke  out  across  the  country.  Today 
the  military  regime  is  threatening  to  slash 


the  bread  subsidy.  Unemployment  is  per- 
vasive, affecting  a quarter  of  youth  and  60 
percent  of  the  rural  population.  The  peas- 
antry, more  than  30  percent  of  Egypt’s 
population,  toils  in  conditions  that  have 
scarcely  changed  from  the  time  of  the 
pharaohs.  Malnutrition  and  anemia  are 
rampant.  Most  peasants  are  either  small- 
holders with  less  than  one  acre,  tenants 
or  migrant  rural  laborers.  The  terrible 
impoverishment  continues  to  be  enforced 
through  police-state  repression.  As  one 
striking  worker  explained,  there  are  no 
jobs,  no  money,  no  food,  and  those  who 
complain  about  it  are  thrown  in  prison. 

The  leadership  of  last  spring’s  protests 
offered  nothing  to  alleviate  the  mate- 
rial conditions  of  life  for  the  majority 
of  the  population,  instead  subordinating 
everything  to  the  question  of  electoral 
democracy  and  preaching  the  national- 
ist lie  that  Egyptians  of  all  classes  had 
common  interests.  As  we  emphasized 
shortly  before  Mubarak’s  ouster.  “What 
is  urgently  posed  in  Egypt  today  is  that 
the  powerful  proletariat — the  only  class 
with  the  social  power  to  overturn  the  bru- 
tal and  decrepit  capitalist  order — emerge 


as  the  leader  of  all  the  oppressed  masses” 
("Egypt:  Mass  Upheaval  Challenges  Dic- 
tatorship," WTNo.  973, 4 February  201 1). 

The  industrial  working  class  has 
amply  demonstrated  its  social  power 
and  militancy,  particularly  in  the  textile 
industry.  Strike  waves  continue  to  sweep 
the  country.  Bus  drivers,  textile  work- 
ers, government  employees  and  others 
have  fought  in  defense  of  their  unions 
and  their  livelihoods.  But  for  the  prole- 
tariat to  emerge  as  a contender  for  power 
in  its  own  right  will  require  a tremen- 
dous leap  in  political  consciousness.  It 
must  be  broken  from  nationalist  illusions 
and  religious  reaction  and  be  won  to  the 
defense  of  all  those  oppressed  in  capital- 
ist society.  This  requires  the  leadership 
of  a vanguard  workers  party  that  opposes 
all  bourgeois  forces — from  the  military 
and  the  liberal  opposition  to  reactionary 
political  Islam — in  the  fight  for  proletar- 
ian revolution. 

The  Military  and  the  Islamists 

In  the  absence  of  a revolutionary  pro- 
letarian alternative  capable  of  addressing 
the  felt  needs  of  the  mass  of  the  popula- 
tion, the  election  returns  are  giving  a meas- 
ure of  the  grip  that  politically  organized 
religion  has  on  the  downtrodden.  The  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood’s  reactionary  purpose  is 
expressed  in  the  slogan  “the  Koran  is  our 
constitution.”  Promoting  itself  as  a civil- 
ian alternative  to  military  rule,  it  would 
dominate  any  government  elected  today. 

continued  on  page  7 
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Honor 

Liebknecht, 


Lenin, 

Luxemburg! 


This  month  we  honor  the  memory  of 
the  “Three  L’s”:  Bolshevik  leader  V.  I. 
Lenin,  who  died  on  21  January  1924,  and 
Karl  Liebknecht  and  Rosa  Luxemburg, 
who  were  assassinated  on  15  January  1919 
by  reactionary  Freikorps  officers  at  the 
behest  of  the  German  Social  Democratic 
Party  (SPD)  government  of  Friedrich 
Ebert,  Philipp  Scheidemann  and  Gustav 
Noske.  Liebknecht  and  Luxemburg  were 
revolutionary  Marxists  who  upheld  pro- 
letarian internationalism  against  Ebert 
& Co.'s  support  for  German  imperialism 
in  World  War  I.  After  belatedly  splitting 
from  the  SPD  and  its  centrist  spin-off,  the 
Independent  Socialist  Party,  Liebknecht 
and  Luxemburg  went  on  to  play  lead- 
ing roles  in  the  founding  of  the  German 
Communist  Party  (KPD)  in  December 
1918-January  1919.  Their  murders  were 
part  of  the  Ebert  government’s  suppres- 
sion of  the  proletarian  Spartakist  uprising 
of  January  1919. 

We  reprint  below  a call  by  the  Spar- 
takist Groups  and  the  Trotzkistische  Liga 


lutionary  reunification  of  Germany — for 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  the  East 
and  socialist  revolution  in  the  West.  Our 
comrades  emphasized  the  tradition  of 
revolutionary  internationalist  solidarity 
between  the  German,  Polish  and  Rus- 
sian proletariats,  which  the  “Three  L’s" 
embodied. 

An  important  component  of  our  inter- 
vention in  the  DDR  in  1989-90  was  our 
warning  that  the  West  German  SPD — 


embracing  capitalist  reunification  and 
going  on  to  sell  out  the  DDR  workers  state 
to  West  German  imperialism. 

The  following  is  translated  from  the  10 
January  1990  issue  of  Arbeiterpressekor- 
respondenz  ( Workers  Press  Correspon- 
dence), which  was  initiated  by  the  TLD 
and  published,  sometimes  on  a daily  basis, 
as  a collective  organizer  of  the  Spartakist 
Groups  in  the  heat  of  the  battle  against 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  In  January 


14  January  1990: 
As  collapsing 
Stalinist  regime 
opened  door  to 
counterrevolution 
in  DDR, 

Spartakist 
banner  at  mass 
East  Berlin 
demonstration 
to  honor  Karl 
Liebknecht  and 
Rosa  Luxemburg 
reads:  “For  a 
Red  Soviet 
Germany  in  a 
Socialist  Europe!” 


Deutschlands  for  a revolutionary  contin- 
gent at  a 1990  Berlin  demonstration  hon- 
oring Liebknecht  and  Luxemburg.  This 
call  was  part  of  the  International  Commu- 
nist League’s  intervention  into  the  incipi- 
ent proletarian  political  revolution  in  the 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  state 
of  East  Germany  (DDR).  From  November 
1989  on,  we  mobilized  all  the  resources 
at  our  disposal  in  an  attempt  to  give  revo- 
lutionary leadership  to  the  DDR’s  work- 
ing people,  many  of  whom  desperately 
wanted  to  replace  the  collapsing  Stalin- 
ist regime  with  an  egalitarian  socialist 
order.  We  uniquely  fought  against  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  and  for  the  revo- 


lt heirs  of  Ebert,  Scheidemann  and 
Noske — represented  the  Trojan  horse  of 
counterrevolution,  This  was  in  sharp  con- 
trast to  the  DDR’s  Stalinist  ruling  party, 
the  Socialist  Unity  Party  (SED,  renamed 
SED-PDS  in  December  1989),  whose  lead- 
ers increasingly  embraced  social  democ- 
racy. This  included  upholding  the  heritage 
of  Eduard  Bernstein,  notorious  for  his 
anti-revolutionary  revisionism,  and  Karl 
Kautsky,  a centrist  renegade  who  bitterly 
opposed  the  Bolshevik  Revolution.  In  late 
January  1990,  under  the  pressure  of  a coun- 
terrevolutionary onslaught  led  by  the  impe- 
rialists, the  SED-PDS  followed  the  lead 
of  Kremlin  leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev  in 


1990,  the  TLD  and  Spartakist  Groups 
fused  to  form  the  Spartakist  Workers 
Party,  the  ICL’s  German  section. 

* * * 

There  will  be  a mass  demonstration 
Saturday,  January  14,  starting  at  9 a.m. 
at  the  memorial  site  in  Berlin  Friedrichs- 
felde.  in  honor  of  the  revolutionary  work- 
ers’ leaders  Liebknecht  and  Luxemburg 
on  the  71st  anniversary  of  their  murder. 
Following  in  the  footsteps  of  early  Com- 
munist tradition,  the  Spartakist  Groups 
and  the  Trotzkistische  Liga  will  pay  trib- 
ute to  Luxemburg,  Liebknecht  and  also 
Lenin.  We  call  on  all  who  wish  to  honor 
the  “Three  L’s”  of  Bolshevism  to  assem- 
ble around  our  banner  and  attend  the 
Spartakist  public  forum. 

In  the  demonstration  call  of  the  SED- 
PDS.  Karl  and  Rosa  are  characterized 
as  “outstanding  leaders  of  the  German 
Social  Democrats  and  Communists.”  This 
is  closely  connected  to  the  SED’s  current 
notion  equating  Liebknecht  and  Lux- 
emburg with  Kautsky  and  Bernstein.  In 
this  way  the  SED  conceals  the  fact  that  it 
was  precisely  officers  deployed  by  Social 
Democrat  Gustav  Noske  who  killed  these 
Communists  so  as  to  smash  the  Spartakist 
uprising  of  January  1919.  Noske  (“Some- 
one has  to  be  the  bloodhound")  acted  on 
behalf  of  the  government  of  the  Social 
Democrat  Friedrich  Ebert,  who  proudly 
declared  in  1918.  “I  hate  the  revolution 
like  the  plague!” 

For  decades,  the  leaders  of  the  Social 
Democracy  have  attempted  to  cover  up 
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their  bloody  crime,  the  birthmark  of  the 
Weimar  Republic.  To  that  end,  they  have 
done  their  all  to  transform  our  revolu- 
tionary martyrs  into  social-democratic 
reformists.  Stalin,  who  was  equally  fear- 
ful of  proletarian  revolution,  similarly 
tried  to  rob  Luxemburg  of  her  revolution- 
ary honor  and  greatness.  We  Spartak ists, 
who  fight  for  communism  in  the  spirit  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky,  stand  for  the  revolu- 
tionary heritage  of  the  two  cofounders  of 
the  German  Communist  Party. 

Social  democrats,  now  including  those 
in  the  SED-PDS  as  well,  speak  of  “unam- 
biguous warnings"  by  Rosa  Luxemburg  (as 
well  as  by  Kautsky  and  Bernstein!)  about 
the  possibility  of  “a  dictatorial-terroristic 
development  in  the  Soviet  Union,"  not 
under  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  but  dur- 
ing Lenin’s  time!  Here  they  invoke  an 
article  she  wrote  in  prison,  without  any 
access  to  accurate  reports  on  the  events 
in  Russia,  and  never  published.  In  doing 
so,  they  disregard  what  Rosa  stated  at  the 
founding  congress  of  the  KPD  on  Decem- 
ber 31  [1918]: 

“...when  people  approach  us  with  calum- 
nies against  the  Russian  Bolsheviks,  we 
should  never  forget  to  reply:  Where  did 
you  learn  the  ABCs  of  your  current  revo- 
lution? You  got  them  from  the  Russians: 
the  workers  and  soldiers  councils." 

The  social  democrats  seek  to  present 
Karl  as  a petty-bourgeois  pacifist.  But 
Karl  was  raised  by  his  father  Wilhelm 
as  a “soldier  of  the  revolution.”  Speak- 
ing on  May  Day  1916,  he  counterposed 
to  the  Wilhelminian  slogan  “The  war  is 
preferable  to  insurrection"  the  socialist 
slogan  "Insurrection,  revolution  are  pref- 
erable to  the  war!”  And  against  both  the 
SPD’s  warmongering  social  patriotism 
and  Kautsky’s  and  Bernstein’s  pacifism, 
Karl  Liebknecht  took  Lenin’s  side  when 
he  declared  at  his  court-martial:  “Not 
civil  peace  but  civil  war  is  my  slogan!" 

Above  all.  Karl  and  Rosa  were  interna- 
tionalists. Karl — who  courageously  re- 
fused to  vote  for  the  war  credits  on 
2 December  1914,  saying:  “Proletarians 
of  all  countries,  unite  again,  despite 
everything!"  Rosa — who  was  despised 
by  the  reactionaries  of  all  countries  as  a 
Polish  woman,  a Jew  and  a Communist. 
In  combating  reformism  for  decades,  both 
embraced  the  program  of  world  socialist 
revolution.  This  was  the  cornerstone  of 
the  Communist  International  founded  by 
Lenin  and  Trotsky,  feared  by  Kautsky  and 
Bernstein,  buried  by  Stalin. 

Today  the  International  Communist 
League  is  fighting  for  the  rebirth  of  the 
Trotskyist  Fourth  International.  We  are 
well  aware  of  the  mistakes  committed  by 
the  leaders  of  the  revolutionary  socialists 
in  Germany,  in  particular  their  failure  to 
split  early  enough  from  the  reformists 
and  centrists.  It  was  necessary  to  forge 
an  independent  revolutionary  party  as 
the  Bolsheviks  did,  an  act  that  was  deci- 
sive for  the  victory  of  the  1917  October 
Revolution.  But  when  Lenin  applied  to 
Rosa  Luxemburg  the  old  Russian  couplet. 
“Eagles  may  at  times  fly  lower  than  hens, 
but  hens  can  never  rise  to  the  height  of 
eagles."  he  was  passing  judgment  on  the 
hens  Kautsky  and  Bernstein. 

In  the  third  week  of  January  1933, 
shortly  before  Hitler  came  to  power  and 
while  the  Stalinized  KPD  was  still  bat- 
tling “the  remnants  of  Luxemburgism.” 
the  German  Trotskyists  wrote: 

“Outlawed,  hunted.  Lenin.  Liebknecht 
and  Luxemburg  stood  in  battle  against  a 
host  of  enemies  during  the  World  War. 
Nevertheless,  the  power  of  their  idea 
vanquished  reformism,  tsarism  and  the 
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Defend  the  Unions  Through  Class  Struggle! 


Indiana:  Battle  Against  “Right  to  Work” 


JANUARY  16 — More  than  17,000 
unionists  and  their  supporters  have 
rallied  in  Indianapolis  over  the  last 
two  weeks  to  protest  an  anti-union  “right 
to  work"  bill  making  its  way  through  the 
state  legislature.  On  January  10,  protesters 
packed  the  statehouse  during  the  “State 
of  the  State"  address  by  Republican  gov- 
ernor Mitch  Daniels,  a notorious  union- 
buster  who  on  his  first  day  in  office  in 
2005  abolished  collective  bargaining  for 
25,000  state  employees.  As  of  2011,  dues- 
paying  union  membership  plummeted 
90  percent  among  these  workers.  Now 
aiming  his  fire  at  all  unions,  Daniels  has 
taken  up  the  "right  to  work"  crusade  to 
outlaw  the  union  shop  in  Indiana,  which 
lies  in  the  middle  of  the  manufacturing 
belt  stretching  across  the  Great  Lakes 
region. 

The  entire  purpose  of  the  legislation, 
which  is  disguised  as  a job-creation  meas- 
ure, is  to  financially  and  otherwise  cripple 
unions  by  making  union  dues  payments 
optional.  States  with  the  lowest  levels  of 
unionization  are  overwhelmingly  concen- 
trated in  the  22  with  “right  to  work"  laws. 
These  include  practically  the  entire  South 
and  a number  of  Great  Plains  and  Rocky 
Mountain  states.  The  average  income  for 
workers  in  such  states  is  $1,500  a year 
less  than  in  other  states,  to  say  nothing 
of  the  lower  percentage  of  workers  who 
have  health  coverage  and  pensions.  All 
this  represents  billions  of  dollars  in  addi- 
tional profits  annually  for  the  capitalists. 
In  advance  of  next  month’s  Super  Bowl  in 
Indianapolis,  the  NFL  Players  Association 
issued  a statement  denouncing  the  Indiana 
bill  as  a "political  ploy  designed  to  destroy 
basic  workers’  rights.” 

The  2005  decertification  of  the  Indiana 
state  employee  unions  was  a template  for 
attacks  on  public  workers  in  Wisconsin, 
Ohio  and  elsewhere  last  year,  as  state  gov- 
ernments nationwide  pled  poverty  amid 
the  capitalist  economic  downturn.  Feel- 
ing wind  in  their  sails,  “right  to  work” 
forces  are  gunning  for  the  private-sector 
unions  as  well  in  Indiana,  a historic  cen- 
ter of  industrial  unionism.  In  the  face  of 
this  offensive.  Indiana  labor  bureaucrats 
are  following  the  same  losing  playbook 
as  their  counterparts  did  in  Wisconsin 
last  year:  channeling  workers’  anger  over 
union-busting  into  the  dead  end  of  support 
to  the  "lesser  evil"  capitalist  Democratic 
Party.  In  Wisconsin,  tens  of  thousands  of 
working  people  repeatedly  turned  out  at 
the  state  capitol  to  fight  a massive  anti- 
labor assault  on  public  workers  by  the 
Republican-led  state  government.  But 
union  officials  were  dead  set  against  using 
labor’s  strike  weapon,  diverting  work- 
ers’ militancy  into  a campaign  to  recall 
Republican  officeholders.  As  a result,  the 
public  employees  unions  were  clobbered. 

When  the  Indiana  “right  to  work"  bill 
was  on  the  floor  last  February,  state 
Democrats  followed  the  example  of  their 
Wisconsin  colleagues  by  fleeing  to  Illi- 
nois to  prevent  a quorum  for  a vote. 
“They  knocked  out  right  to  work,"  pro- 
nounced AFL-CIO  president  Richard 
Trumka  at  the  time.  Trumka  to  the  con- 
trary, the  bill  is  now  advancing  in  the 
legislature.  In  response,  the  labor  tops 


Hitched  to  Democrats 


have  joined  hands  with  the  Democrats  in 
pleading  that  this  measure  be  made  a 
statewide  referendum  on  election  day  in 
November,  putting  the  unions’  existence 
at  the  mercy  of  voters.  While  a referen- 
dum in  Ohio  last  year  succeeded  in  over- 
turning a newly  enacted  law  limiting  col- 
lective bargaining  for  public  workers, 
union  officials  used  the  campaign  to  fur- 
ther tie  labor  to  the  Democrats. 

No  less  than  the  Republicans,  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party  is  a party  of  the  capitalist 


policies  have  sapped  the  fighting  strength 
of  the  unions  and  demoralized  workers, 
setting  the  stage  for  the  current  anti-labor 
assault.  Indiana  is  a case  in  point.  The 
state  was  the  site  of  countless  pitched 
labor  battles  that  made  it  a stronghold  of 
the  Steelworkers,  the  UAW  and  other 
unions.  But  in  recent  decades  Indiana  has 
seen  a steep  decline  in  union  membership, 
to  10.9  percent  of  the  workforce  in  2010. 
Despite  the  ongoing  deindustrialization  of 
the  Rust  Belt,  there  remains  a concentra- 


January 4:  Protest  at  Indiana  Statehouse  against  attempt  to  pass  union- 
busting  “right  to  work"  legislation. 


class  enemy  and  will  not  hesitate  to  savage 
workers  and  their  organizations.  Follow- 
ing a record  effort  by  the  union  tops  to  put 
him  into  the  White  House,  Barack  Obama 
spearheaded  the  gutting  of  the  United  Auto 
Workers  (UAW),  with  the  obliging  help  of 
the  UAW  bureaucracy,  as  part  of  bailing 
out  the  auto  companies.  He  also  launched 
a war  against  teachers  unions  and  imposed 
a two-year  wage  freeze  on  federal  employ- 
ees. Just  last  October,  Obama  banned  a 
potential  strike  by  tens  of  thousands  of 
freight  rail  workers.  Meanwhile,  Demo- 
cratic governors  have  wrenched  massive 
concessions  from  public  workers  in  New 
York  and  California. 

Posturing  as  "friends  of  labor,”  the  Dem- 
ocrats may  not  favor  getting  rid  of  unions 
altogether,  preferring  instead  to  keep  them 
docile  through  the  agency  of  the  union  offi- 
cialdom, which  provides  them  with  union 
money  and  manpower  for  election  cam- 
paigns. Much  of  the  labor  bureaucracy  is 
itself  a component  part  of  the  Democratic 
Party.  In  Republican-dominated  Indiana, 
since  2005  AFL-CIO  affiliates  have  con- 
tributed more  than  $1.2  million  to  capitalist 
politicians,  almost  all  Democrats,  while  the 
SEIU  has  spent  $2.7  million. 

The  labor  bureaucrats  long  ago  aban- 
doned the  class-struggle  methods  that 
built  the  unions — mass  pickets,  sit-down 
strikes,  secondary  boycotts — in  favor  of  re- 
liance on  the  capitalist  government  and  its 
political  parties.  Their  class-collaborationist 


tion  of  manufacturing  in  the  state.  But 
increasingly  these  jobs  are  non-union, 
including  at  auto  plants  owned  by  Toyota, 
Honda  and  Subaru.  Barely  paying  lip  serv- 
ice to  the  need  to  organize  the  unorgan- 
ized, the  prostrate  union  officialdom  has 
only  further  whetted  the  appetites  of  those 
trying  to  drive  unions  out  of  the  state. 

Providing  cover  for  the  labor  tops  is  the 
reformist  International  Socialist  Organi- 
zation (ISO),  whose  January  4 article  on 
Indiana  on  its  Web  site  raised  not  even  a 
perfunctory  word  of  caution  against  reli- 
ance on  the  Democrats.  At  the  time  of 
the  showdown  in  Wisconsin,  the  ISO  dis- 
paraged the  call  for  a statewide  strike  as 
“unlikely  to  get  very  far.”  Indeed,  for  the 
ISO  and  its  ilk  the  purpose  of  labor  pro- 
test is  to  pressure  the  Democratic  Party 
representatives  of  capital  to  “fight”  for  a 
few  more  crumbs  for  working  people. 

In  its  Indiana  article,  the  ISO  praises 
such  New  Deal  legislation  as  the  1935 
Wagner  Act,  which  supposedly  "codified 
the  legal  rights  of  workers  to  organize 
for  unionization  and  challenge  the  often- 


violent  resistance  of  employers.”  In 
fact,  the  Wagner  Act  was  passed  to 
head  off  and  regulate  the  unions  in  the 
aftermath  of  victorious  general  strikes  in 
Minneapolis,  San  Francisco  and  Toledo  in 
1934,  all  of  which  were  led  by  reds.  Those 
strikes  paved  the  way  for  the  founding  of 
the  CIO  industrial  unions.  Along  with 
other  laws,  the  Wagner  Act  was  designed 
to  wrest  control  of  organizing  drives  from 
union  militants  and  to  set  up  a government 
mechanism  for  putting  the  unions  under 
the  thumb  of  the  capitalist  state. 

To  cover  its  tracks,  the  ISO  offers  that 
“legislation  on  its  own  has  never  built  the 
labor  movement."  In  fact,  all  of  labor  his- 
tory shows  that  no  decisive  gain  for  the 
working  class  has  ever  been  won  through 
Congress,  the  courts,  government  agen- 
cies or  the  ballot  box.  It  has  taken  hard 
and  bitter  class  struggle  to  wrest  anything 
of  value  from  the  capitalist  exploiters. 
For  the  ISO  to  warn  against  relying  on 
legislation  is  sheer  hypocrisy.  For  years, 
this  outfit  promoted  the  Teamsters  for  a 
Democratic  Union  (TDU),  which  helped 
shackle  that  union’s  power  by,  for  exam- 
ple. using  the  courts  to  bring  the  govern- 
ment into  the  union’s  internal  affairs.  The 
TDU  did  so  under  the  Landrum-Griffin 
Act.  a legal  sledgehammer  against  unions 
that  the  ISO  conveniently  disappears  in 
its  narrative. 

The  Wagner  Act  was  amended  in  1947 
by  the  union-busting  Taft-Hartley  Act, 
which  outlawed  labor  solidarity  actions 
like  secondary  boycotts  and  sympathy 
strikes.  Enacted  following  the  post-World 
War  II  strike  wave,  the  largest  in  U.S.  his- 
tory, Taft-Hartley  passed  Congress  with 
the  support  of  a majority  of  Democrats.  Its 
provisions  demanding  loyalty  oaths  from 
union  officials  were  used  to  purge  all  man- 
ner of  reds  from  the  unions,  consolidat- 
ing the  hold  of  the  anti-Communist  labor 
bureaucracy.  Now.  taking  a page  from  the 
Cold  War,  when  anti-Communism  was 
wielded  to  bash  the  unions,  a lurid  full- 
page  ad  in  the  New  York  Times  (5  January) 
equates  unions  with  North  Korea’s  Stalin- 
ist regime  on  the  grounds  that  workers  in 
union  shops  are  not  given  the  option  to  stop 
paying  dues.  The  ad  was  paid  for  by  lob- 
byist Richard  Berman’s  “Center  for  Union 
Facts,”  a shadowy  outfit  funded  by  corpo- 
rate money  committed  to  pushing  “right  to 
work”  laws  and  otherwise  attacking  labor. 

Taft-Hartley  also  banned  closed  shop 
contracts,  which  prohibit  companies  from 
employing  non-union  workers,  and  empow- 
ered states  to  pass  “right  to  work”  laws.  Most 
of  those  statutes  were  adopted  shortly  after 
Taft-Hartley  was  enacted,  overwhelmingly 
in  the  Jim  Crow  South,  where  the  color 
bar  had  long  served  to  divide  workers  and 
keep  unions  out.  They  were  supplemented 
by  “anti-violence"  bills  aimed  at  curbing 
continued  on  page  1 1 


Hohenzollern  (dynasty).  Like  them, 
(he  International  Left  Opposition  finds 
itself  involved  in  an  unequal  struggle: 
here,  with  us.  the  power  of  the  idea — 
there,  the  might  of  the  apparatus.  For  us 
Bolshevik-Leninists  as  well,  swimming 
against  the  stream.  Licbknecht’s  words 
remain  true:  Victory  will  be  ours — 
despite  everything!" 

— from  Permanente  Revolution , 
third  week  of  January  1933 
-Fora  Leninist-communist  party! 
Return  to  the  road  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky! 


— Stop  the  Nazis  through  workers 
united-front  action! 

— Full  citizenship  rights  for  foreign 
workers! 

— Down  with  NATO!  Defend  the  DDR, 
Soviet  Union! 

— For  a planned  economy  under  a 
government  of  workers  and  soldiers 
councils! 

— No  sellout  of  the  DDR!  For  a red 
soviet  Germany  as  part  of  the  socialist 
states  of  Europe!  ■ 


Spartacist  League/Spartacus  Youth  Club 
Black  History  Month  Forum 


Eyewitness  Account  by  an  Activist  from  the  Civil  Rights  Movement 

For  Black  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

• Contradictions  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement: 

A Marxist  Analysis 

• Detroit:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  League  of 
Revolutionary  Black  Workers 


CHICAGO 


Saturday,  February  4,  5 p.m. 

For  info:  (312)  563-0441 
chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 


University  of  Illinois  — Chicago 
Student  Center  East.  Room  713 
750  South  Halsted  St. 

(Take  the  Blue  Line  to 
the  UlC-Halsted  stop) 
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Partisan  Defense  Committee 

The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization  which  champions  cases  and  causes 
in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people.  This  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the  Spartacist  League 


CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 


Rc 


Remembering  the  Life 
and  Struggle  of 
Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt) 


On  January  6,  125  people  packed  the 
Communications  Workers  Local  1180 
union  hall  in  lower  Manhattan  to  take 
part  in  a fund-raiser  with  live  jazz  for  the 
26th  annual  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
Holiday  Appeal.  Along  with  benefits  in 
other  cities,  this  event  helped  support  the 
PDC’s  program  of  annual  stipends  and 
holiday  gifts  to  16  class-war  prisoners — 
former  Black  Panther  Party  (BPP)  mem- 
bers, MOVE  supporters  and  others  singled 
out  and  thrown  behind  bars  for  standing 
up  to  racist  capitalist  oppression.  Our  sup- 
port to  these  prisoners  is  an  expression  of 
non-sectarian,  class-struggle  defense:  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  workers  movement  to 
defend  such  victims  of  capitalist  repres- 
sion irrespective  of  their  particular  politi- 
cal viewpoints. 

The  New  York  fund-raiser  took  place 
just  days  after  President  Obama  signed 
into  law  the  prerogative  of  the  Commander- 
in-Chief  to  "disappear”  into  a military 
brig,  here  or  anywhere  else  in  the  world, 
any  U.S.  citizen  or  foreign  national  whom 
the  government  deems  a supporter  of 
"terrorism.”  In  the  fourth  year  of  a world 
capitalist  economic  crisis  that  is  pounding 
the  working  class  and  the  poor,  the  gov- 
ernment is  intent  on  expanding  its  repres- 
sive powers,  knowing  that  the  massive 
and  growing  inequality  sows  the  seeds  of 
class  and  social  struggle. 

The  audience  heard  taped  greetings 
from  “slow  Death  Row"  by  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  (see  below).  Prosecutors  recently 
dropped  their  decades-long  drive  to  exe- 
cute Mumia,  who  had  already  spent  30 
years  on  death  row,  falsely  convicted 
for  the  December  1981  killing  of  Philly 
police  officer  Daniel  Faulkner  (see  “Drive 
to  Execute  Mumia  Halted,”  WV  No.  993, 
6 January).  Now  Mumia — a BPP  leader  in 
his  youth  and  later  a MOVE  supporter  and 
renowned  journalist  known  as  the  “Voice 
of  the  Voiceless” — is  condemned  to  life  in 
prison  without  parole  despite  massive  evi- 
dence of  innocence.  The  chants  of  “Free 
Mumia!”  that  followed  his  greetings  were 
a sign  of  our  determination  that  he  not 
be  forgotten  and  that  the  struggle  on  his 
behalf  goes  on. 

Ralph  Poynter  read  greetings  from  his 
wife,  Lynne  Stewart,  a 72-year-old  radical 


attorney  who  is  imprisoned  in  Fort  Worth, 
Texas,  for  vigorously  defending  her  client, 
a blind  Egyptian  cleric  convicted  for  an 
alleged  plot  to  blow  up  NYC  landmarks  in 
the  early  1990s.  Stewart,  who  has  cancer, 
is  appealing  the  quadrupling  of  her  sen- 
tence to  ten  years.  Her  resentencing  was 
pushed  by  the  Obama  administration  to 
make  her  an  example  in  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers’ concocted  “war  on  terror.” 

The  NYC  event  also  heard  from  Fran- 
cisco Torres,  a supporter  of  Puerto  Rican 


independence  and  one  of  the  San  Francisco 
8 (SF8).  These  were  former  BPP  members 
whom  the  government  attempted  to  frame 
up  for  the  1971  killing  of  a cop,  finally 
stopping  its  efforts  after  no  less  than  40 
years.  “So  we  had  it  all,”  Torres  said  of  the 
SF8  case,  “the  torture,  the  waterboarding, 
the  electronic  torture.  Prior  to  them  talk- 
ing about  it  happening  in  the  Middle  East 
and  Abu  Ghraib  and  so  forth... it  actually 
started  with  the  Native  Americans  here  in 
America  and  prior  to  that,  of  course,  with 
the  enslavement  of  Africans.”  As  Torres 
said,  "Torture  is  in  the  DNA  of  America.” 
Since  the  PDC  stipends  program  began. 


it  has  provided  support  to  more  than  30 
prisoners  on  three  continents,  trade-union 
militants  and  others;  in  the  U.S.,  a large 
proportion  of  the  prisoners  have  been 
black  activists.  Both  Rosie  Gonzalez  of  the 
NYC  Spartacus  Youth  Club  and  Ed  Jar- 
vis, speaking  for  the  Spartacist  League, 
linked  defense  of  class-war  prisoners  to 
the  fight  to  sweep  away  the  entire  appa- 
ratus of  capitalist  repression  and  replace 
it  with  a workers  state.  As  Jarvis  said, 
“Capitalist  society  as  a prison  for  working 


people  is  also  literally  a prison  for  the  mil- 
lions who  have  been  thrown  behind  bars 
primarily  in  the  ‘war  on  drugs,’  which  tar- 
gets poor  black  and  Latino  ghettos.”  He 
continued,  “It  will  take  a revolution  that 
finishes  the  historic  tasks  of  the  Civil  War 
to  end  black  inequality — that  is  to  say.  it 
will  take  a socialist  revolution." 

A highlight  of  the  evening  was  a trib- 
ute by  the  PDC's  Valerie  West  to  the  life 
of  Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  a former 
Black  Panther  leader  who  died  last  year. 
West’s  remarks,  printed  below  as  edited 
for  publication,  were  based  on  her  work 
with  attorney  Stuart  Hanlon  in  the  legal 
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Geronimo  at  San  Quentin,  1985. 

defense  of  Geronimo,  who  spent  27  years 
in  California  prisons  for  a crime  the  gov- 
ernment knows  he  did  not  commit. 

* * * 

I think  I’m  more  upset  about  Geroni- 
mo’s  death  than  I’ve  been  willing  to  con- 
cede so  far.  So  bear  with  me.  I do  want  to 
say  that  we  were  all  really  saddened.  But 
for  me,  who  knew  Geronimo  pretty  well 
for  about  a decade,  it  was  really  an  unex- 
pected personal  blow.  He  died  in  Tanza- 
nia on  June  2.  Stuart  Hanlon,  who  I spoke 
to  and  who  was  close  to  his  family,  didn't 
know  whether  he  died  of  a heart  attack  or 
a stroke  but  said  that  he  had  contracted 
malaria  and  was  hospitalized.  I want  to 
try  to  recount  some  of  my  experiences 
with  Geronimo. 

I first  met  him  as  a kind  of  still  young 
attorney,  and  I remember  being  very  ner- 
vous going  to  San  Quentin.  It  was  my  first 
trip  to  a California  prison  and  my  first 
meeting  of  Geronimo.  so  I was  pretty 
nervous.  Right  away  Geronimo  had  a big 
smile.  He  was  very  welcoming  and  really 
set  me  at  ease.  Over  the  years  I visited 
him  many,  many  times  and  he  was  great 
company.  Of  course,  we  also  had  dis- 
agreements. But  we  spent  many  hours 
chatting,  laughing,  playing  Scrabble,  as 
well  as  tackling  how  to  increase  expo- 
sure of  his  frame-up  conviction  and  estab- 
lish his  innocence.  He  always  willingly 
endorsed  our  anti-Klan  mobilizations  and 
defense  campaigns.  And.  likewise,  he 
always  asked  me  about  my  aging  mother 
and  told  me  that  I smoked  too  much.  At 
the  end  of  each  visit  inevitably  came  this 
horrible  moment  when  you  had  to  leave, 
and  Geronimo  solved  that  with  big  hugs. 

He  was  a really  easy  person  to  get  to 
know  and  to  visit.  And  in  the  course  of 
getting  to  know  him  I learned  quite  a bit 
about  his  history.  You  can’t  understand 
Geronimo’s  case  without  knowing  about 
the  Black  Panther  Party.  So  I want  to  say 
a bit  about  that. 

They  were  for  sure  the  best  of  a gen- 
eration of  black  militants.  But  they  were 
also  a deeply  contradictory  radical  for- 
mation, genuinely  seeking  black  libera- 
tion but  lacking  the  working-class  per- 
spective that  could  show  them  the  road. 
Their  militant,  organized  stand  for  black 
rights  made  J.  Edgar  Hoover,  head  of 
the  FBI.  truly  apoplectic.  So  in  the  late 
1960s  the  FBI  declared  war  on  the  Pan- 
thers. And  I mean  war.  As  part  of  the 
infamous  Counter-Intelligence  Program 
(COINTELPRO),  Panther  offices  across 
the  country  were  raided  and  38  Panthers 
were  mowed  down  in  the  streets.  Many  of 
the  remaining  leaders  were  jailed.  Not  for 
short  little  stints  either. 

On  December  4.  1969,  two  Chicago 
Panthers,  Fred  Hampton  and  Mark 
Clark,  were  murdered  in  their  sleep.  Four 
days  after  that,  the  LAPD  conducted  an 
hours-long,  Gestapo-type  raid  on  the 
L.A.  Panther  office.  It  was  meant  to  get 
Geronimo  but  it  didn't.  As  a highly  deco- 
rated paratrooper  who  had  served  two 
tours  in  Vietnam  (he  was  wounded  there 
as  well),  and  as  a dynamic  black  leader. 


Greetings  to  PDC  by  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 


A recording  by  Mumia  of  the  follow- 
ing greetings  was  heard  at  the  January 
6 New  York  Holiday  Appeal. 

Partisans  of  the  PDC!  Ona  Move! 

Fraternal  Greetings! 

This  Holiday  Season  is  perhaps  the 
direst  in  memory;  not  because  of  my 
situation,  but  because  of  our  situation. 

A deliberately-created  slump  in  the 
economy;  soul-sucking  wars  abroad; 
the  very  real  specter  of  imperialism  and 
aggression  around  the  world  via  NATO, 
and,  here  at  home,  joblessness,  fore- 
closures, crony  capitalist  looting  gone 
wild,  and  the  growing,  biting  repression 


of  the  State — prisons  bursting  at  the 
seams,  and  police  attacking  the  People 
like  storm-troopers  who’ve  fed  on  gun- 
powder— and  blood. 

All  of  this  under  the  authority  of  the 
nation’s  first  Black  president,  who,  despite 
his  blackness  is  but  a Clinton  clone.  A 
servant  of  big  business,  and  a cudgel 
against  the  Black  Movement,  which  has 
been  rapped  into  a rare  silence — making 
them  aiders  and  abetters  of  imperialism 
abroad  and  powerlessness  at  home. 

And  when  the  historically  most  pro- 
gressive movement  in  the  nation  is  sty- 
mied, other  movements  take  the  hint. 


lowering  their  voices,  tempering  their 
demands  (if  there  are  demands!),  while 
their  lives,  hopes  and  neighborhoods 
slide  into  the  abyss. 

I thank  the  PDC  for  bucking  this 
trend;  for  continuing  to  raise  hell,  and 
for  their  long  and  principled  support  of 
Jamal  ibn  Mumia — my  son. 

This  season  will  continue  to  be  bleak, 
until  we  change  the  temperature — and 
rumble  like  it’s  summertime.  The  only 
thing  we  have  to  lose,  is  our  chains! 

Ona  Move! 

From  “slow"  Death  Row.  this  is 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal. 


NYC  Holiday  Appeal 
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January  6:  PDC  speaker  recounts  struggle  to  free  Geronimo. 
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Eyewitness  to  Mumia’s  Innocence 

In  Honor  of  William  Singletary 


William  Singletary,  who  courageously 
came  forward  with  evidence  of  the  inno- 
cence of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  died  on 
New  Year’s  Eve  at  the  age  of  61.  Single- 
tary was  at  the  scene  of  the  9 December 
1981  killing  of  Philadelphia  police  officer 
Daniel  Faulkner,  for  which  Mumia  was 
falsely  accused  and  sent  to  death  row. 
Years  before  Arnold  Beverly  confessed 
to  killing  Faulkner,  Singletary  testified 
not  only  that  he  saw  someone  other  than 
Mumia  shoot  Faulkner,  but  that  the  cops 
terrorized  Singletary  into  silence.  Mumia, 
America’s  foremost  class-war  prisoner, 
remained  on  death  row  until  this  past 
December,  when  the  Philadelphia  D.A.'s 
office  dropped  its  efforts  to  reinstate  the 
death  sentence,  which  was  overturned  by 
a federal  court  in  2001. 

William  Singletary  paid  a tremendous 
personal  price  for  merely  telling  the  truth 
about  what  happened  that  night.  He  passed 
away  in  North  Carolina,  where  he  had  lived 
for  many  years.  He  found  refuge  there  from 
the  Philadelphia  cops  who,  having  failed  to 
kill  Mumia  in  the  streets,  terrorized  any 
witness  who  posed  an  obstacle  to  his  being 
hustled  onto  an  execution  gurney. 

Singletary  first  came  forward  in  the 
summer  of  1990.  In  a meeting  arranged  by 
Rachel  Wolkenstein,  who  at  the  time  was 
PDC  counsel,  he  gave  a sworn  deposition  to 


Marilyn  Gelb,  the  attorney  during  Mumia’s 
appeal  to  the  Pennsylvania  Supreme  Court, 
which  had  just  been  denied.  Singletary  tes- 
tified, as  he  would  during  Mumia’s  1995 
post-conviction  relief  (PCRA)  hearings, 
that  he  witnessed  Faulkner’s  shooting,  that 
Mumia  did  not  shoot  the  officer,  and  that 
the  shooter  fled  the  scene.  That  could  not 
have  been  Mumia,  who  was  found  on  a curb 
nearby  bleeding  from  a life-threatening 
gunshot  wound.  Singletary  also  confirmed 
that  the  prosecution’s  central  witness.  Cyn- 
thia White,  was  not  physically  present  at 
the  time  of  the  shooting. 

In  his  PCRA  testimony.  Singletary 
recounted  that  he  had  owned  an  auto 
repair  and  tow  company  and  had  friendly 
working  relations  with  cops.  Minutes  after 
Faulkner’s  shooting,  he  volunteered  to  the 
cops  that  he  was  an  eyewitness.  Singletary 
was  then  hauled  in  to  the  notorious  Round- 
house (police  headquarters)  for  interroga- 
tion. He  drafted  statement  after  statement 
describing  what  he  saw,  each  of  which  was 
ripped  to  shreds.  Ultimately,  one  Detective 
Green  "told  me  to  write  what  he  wanted 
me  to  write”  or  "they  would  take  me  to 
the  elevator  and  beat  me  up  and  that  my 
business  would  be  destroyed."  After  five 
hours  of  this  treatment.  Singletary  signed 
a statement,  drafted  and  typed  up  by  the 
cops,  that  he  did  not  see  the  shooting.  He 


was  finally  allowed  to  exit  the  Round- 
house. escorted  by  the  cops,  only  to  then 
find  himself  trapped  in  a cycle  of  police 
harassment  and  terror. 

Singletary  described  a visit  to  his  garage 
a couple  of  days  after  the  shooting  by  four 
cops  claiming  to  be  from  the  burglary 
detail.  With  guns  drawn  they  ordered 
Singletary,  his  employees  and  customers 
down  on  the  floor,  warning.  "This  will 
give  you  something  to  remember.”  Over 
the  following  months,  cops  continued  to 
torment  Singletary,  repeatedly  break- 
ing the  plate  glass  windows  at  his  place 
of  business,  stopping  his  tow  truck  and 
harassing  his  drivers.  All  this  forced  him 
to  close  up  shop  and  flee  Philadelphia. 

At  the  1995  hearing.  Mumia’s  lead 
attorney  Leonard  Weinglass  outrageously 
discredited  Singletary,  declaring  to  the 
court  that  his  eyewitness  account  that 
Mumia  did  not  shoot  Faulkner  was  “inac- 
curate.” The  prosecution  leaped  on  this  in 
its  legal  arguments.  In  2007,  as  Singletary 
continued  his  fight  to  expose  the  truth  of 
what  happened  on  9 December  1981,  he 
recalled,  “I  was  told  to  keep  quiet  by  the 
police,  by  Mr.  Jamal’s  attorneys,  and  peo- 
ple on  the  street  that  I had  always  confided 
in."  In  1999.  Weinglass  suppressed  Arnold 
Beverly’s  confession  that  he.  not  Mumia, 
shot  and  killed  Faulkner.  The  refusal  of 
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Weinglass  to  present  this  and  supporting 
evidence  of  Mumia’s  innocence  compelled 
Wolkenstein  and  Jonathan  Piper,  an  attor- 
ney also  associated  with  the  PDC,  to  leave 
Mumia’s  legal  team. 

Wolkenstein,  who  resigned  from  the 
PDC  and  Spartacist  League  last  year,  cir- 
culated an  obituary  of  Singletary,  citing  his 
final  message,  passed  on  by  his  wife  Jean- 
nette: "I  didn't  know  Mumia  personally,  but 
I love  him  like  a brother.  I know  what  he’s 
gone  through  and  he  is  innocent.  I would 
give  up  everything  for  Mumia  to  be  free." 

Mumia  is  finally  off  death  row,  only  to 
be  subjected  to  a different  type  of  prison 
torture.  We  honor  William  Singletary 
by  carrying  on  the  fight  to  win  Mumia’s 
freedom.  ■ 
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August  1994  L.A.  union  protest  outside  district  attorney's  office  demands 
freedom  for  Geronimo. 


Geronimo  stood  out  as  a particular  target 
for  "neutralization”  by  the  FBI.  That’s  the 
word  they  used.  Geronimo  told  me  once 
that  there  were  so  many  cases  against  him 
in  the  late  1960s  that  it  was  hard  for  him 
to  even  keep  them  straight. 

In  the  end,  the  FBI  concocted  an  elabo- 
rate frame-up  that  charged  Geronimo 
with  robbery  and  the  murder  of  Caroline 
Olsen  at  a Santa  Monica  tennis  court  on 
December  18.  1968.  Kenneth  Olsen,  her 
husband,  was  wounded  in  the  incident  but 
did  not  die.  The  charges  rested  on  the 
lying  accusation  by  one  Julio  Butler — a 
former  sheriff’s  deputy,  onetime  Panther 
and  also  an  FBI/LAPD  informer — who 
claimed  Geronimo  had  confessed  the 
murder  to  him.  This  was  backed  up  by 
police-orchestrated  ID  testimony  (now 
acknowledged  to  be  generally  unreliable 
in  any  case)  from  Olsen's  husband  and  a 
Santa  Monica  storeowner  and  finally  cou- 
pled with  phony  ballistics  evidence  backed 
up  again  by  Julio  Butler.  Geronimo  main- 
tained his  innocence  from  the  beginning. 
He  was  over  400  miles  away  in  Oakland, 
California,  attending  Panther  meetings  at 
the  time  the  murder  took  place. 

At  the  time  of  his  1972  trial.  Geron- 
imo knew  he  had  been  framed  up  but 
he  did  not  know  that  the  FBI  had  orders 
to  "neutralize”  him  in  collusion  with 
the  LA  PD.  To  make  matters  worse,  his 
trial  took  place  months  after  the  1971 
split  in  the  Panthers.  That  split  was  a 
result  of  murderous  internal  factional- 
ism fueled  by  FBI  COINTELPRO  dirty 
tricks.  One  wing  of  the  Panthers,  the 
Huey  Newton  wing,  would  openly  em- 
brace pro-Democratic  Party  politics,  while 
the  Eldridge  Cleaver  wing  adopted  the 
dead-end  program  of  urban  guerrillaism. 

Geronimo  sided  with  the  Cleaver  wing 
and  was  abandoned,  therefore,  by  the 
Newton  wing.  Kathleen  Cleaver  was  the 
sole  Panther  leader  who  backed  up  Geron- 
imo at  trial.  Our  comrade  Don  A.  attended 
portions  of  that  trial  in  Los  Angeles 
and  wrote  about  it  last  year  to  WV  (see 
“Geronimo  Pratt  Refused  to  Bow,”  WV 
No.  988,  14  October  2011).  This  is  what 
he  said:  "Without  exaggeration  I can  say 
that  more  than  any  single  individual  then, 
it  was  seeing  how  Pratt  refused  to  bow 
down  in  that  court  that  made  me  want  to 
stay  in  the  struggle.  He  knew  the  purpose 
of  his  conviction  and  that  it  was  bigger 
than  him." 


Geronimo  was  also  abandoned  by 
much  of  the  reformist  left  as  the  influ- 
ence of  the  Panthers  waned.  We  in  the 
Spartacist  League  and  PDC,  applying 
our  policy  of  non-sectarian  defense  for 
those  cases  and  causes  in  the  interests  of 
the  whole  of  the  working  people,  stood 
in  defense  of  all  these  militants  against 
state  repression  despite  our  many  political 
differences.  And  we  should  be  clear  that 
we  had  many  political  differences.  Unlike 
much  of  the  reformist  left,  who  initially 
simply  cheered  the  Panthers,  we  wrote 
articles  sharply  criticizing  their  radi- 
cal nationalist  politics  in  contrast  to  our 
revolutionary  Marxist  perspective.  Later, 
both  Geronimo  and  Emory  Douglas,  who 
some  may  remember  was  the  cartoonist 
for  The  Black  Panther,  acknowledged 
that  they  remembered  our  sharp  polemi- 
cal criticisms.  Despite  the  depth  of  our 
differences,  Geronimo  welcomed  our 
support  and  defended  us  when  we  were 
attacked  or  excluded  by  political  oppo- 
nents, particularly  those  who  shared  his 
views.  Importantly,  Geronimo  offered  key 
assistance  in  defense  of  Mumia. 

After  his  conviction,  through  a series 
of  partial  Freedom  of  Information  Act 
disclosures  and  a lawsuit  to  get  a few 
more  disclosures,  Geronimo  began  to  be 
able  to  assemble  proof  of  his  frame-up. 
In  1985,  WV  did  an  interview  with  him 
in  which  he  talked  about  his  hearing  in 
federal  court,  where  a former  FBI  agent. 


Wesley  Swearingen,  testified  that  “Pratt 
was  set  up"  and  that  he.  Swearingen,  had 
seen  wiretap  logs  for  Panther  headquar- 
ters in  Oakland  showing  that  Geronimo 
was  there.  The  FBI,  on  the  other  hand. 


On  January  12,  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  sent  the  following  protest 
letter  to  Superintendent  John  Kerestes. 

We  write  to  protest  the  abusive  treat- 
ment of  political  prisoner  Mumia  Abu- 
Jamal  since  his  transfer  to  SCI  Mahanoy. 

For  nearly  30  years,  this  innocent 
man  was  subjected  to  the  torturous 
conditions  of  life  on  death  row.  Follow- 
ing Mr.  Abu-Jamal’s  transfer  to  Maha- 
noy. after  the  Philadelphia  District 
Attorney  announced  that  he  would  not 
hold  a trial  in  an  attempt  to  reinstate 
the  death  sentence,  his  conditions  have 
been  markedly  worse:  solitary  con- 
finement; inadequate  food  and  denial 
of  commissary  access;  shackled  when- 
ever leaving  his  cell — even  to  shower; 
no  regular  access  to  phone  calls  and  to 
his  property  including  legal  materials; 
and  restricted  visitation  rights. 

There  is  absolutely  no  basis  to  jus- 
tify such  treatment.  It  is  patently  clear 


claimed  that  those  logs  were  mysteriously 
missing,  and  Geronimo  got  no  relief. 

In  1986,  after  the  denial  of  Geronimo’s 
federal  petition,  the  PDC  began  a cam- 
paign to  build  support  for  him  in  the  labor 
movement.  For  many  years.  PDC  and 
Labor  Black  League  representatives  spoke 
at  trade-union  executive  boards  and  local 
meetings  to  garner  support  for  Geronimo. 
We  were  actually  quite  successful  in  get- 
ting endorsements  and  support,  particu- 
larly from  unions  with  a significant  black 
membership  that  identified  with  Geroni- 
mo’s struggle.  We  would  explain  that  our 
fight  to  free  Geronimo  and  all  class-war 
prisoners  flowed  from  our  program  to 
build  a multiracial  revolutionary  party  that 
serves  as  a tribune  of  the  people  and  fights 
all  forms  of  social  repression. 

Of  course,  COINTELPRO  harassment 
did  not  stop  even  after  Geronimo  was 
sentenced  to  life;  it  followed  Geronimo  to 
prison  and  caused  him  to  spend  the  first 
eight  years  in  solitary.  His  only  company 
was  a dictionary  during  those  eight  years, 
and  he  memorized  it.  Geronimo  used  to 
joke  that  as  a result  he  was  terrific  at 
continued  on  page  1 1 


to  many  around  the  world  that  the 
imposition  of  these  draconian  condi- 
tions is  retaliation  for  Mr.  Abu-Jamal’s 
successful  efforts  to  stop  his  legal 
lynching.  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  should 
never  have  spent  a day  in  prison — but 
while  he  is  there  we  add  our  voice  to 
the  many  who  demand  an  end  to  the 
vendetta  against  him  and  that  he  be 
accorded  the  same  rights  and  privi- 
leges as  other  prisoners. 

Protests  should  be  sent  to:  John 
Kerestes,  Superintendent,  SCI  Maha- 
noy, 301  More  a Road.  Frackville,  PA 
17932  (fax  570-783-2008);  John  Wetzl. 
Secretary,  Department  of  Corrections, 
2520  Lisburn  Road,  P.O.  Box  598, 
Camp  Hill.  PA  17001-0598  (e-mail: 
ra-contactdoc@pa.gov);  and  Seth  Wil- 
liams, District  Attorney.  Philadelphia. 
Three  South  Penn  Square.  Philadelphia, 
PA  19107-3499  (e-mail:  DA_Central@ 
phila.gov). 


Mumia  Still  in  Solitary: 

Protest  Vindictive  Prison  Conditions 


20  JANUARY  2012 
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Racist  Eugenics  Exposed 


Forced  Sterilization 
in  North  Carolina 


D.L.  Anderson 


Plaque  in  Raleigh  marks  site  where 
Eugenics  Board  oversaw  forced 
sterilization  program. 


"Butchered.  The  doctor  used  that  word." 
This  was  how  Elaine  Riddick  recalled 
being  told  by  a New  York  doctor  that  she 
had  been  a victim  of  North  Carolina’s 
forced  sterilization  program.  In  1967, 
when  she  was  just  13,  Riddick  had  become 
pregnant  after  being  raped  by  a neighbor. 
The  five-person  state  Eugenics  Board  in 
Raleigh,  North  Carolina,  declared  this 
young  black  woman  “feebleminded”  and 
"promiscuous”  and  ordered  her  sterilized 
after  she  gave  birth.  "When  I woke  up,  I 
woke  up  with  bandages  on  my  stomach,” 
she  said  at  a public  hearing  last  summer. 
It  was  only  after  she  was  married  and 
wanted  more  children,  which  she  would 
never  be  able  to  have,  that  she  found  out 
what  had  been  done  to  her.  Riddick  went 
on  to  college  and  later  sued  the  state  of 
North  Carolina.  Her  case  went  all  the  way 
up  to  the  Supreme  Court,  which  refused 
to  hear  it. 

North  Carolina  was  one  of  over  30 
states  that  adopted  eugenics  laws  in  the 
early  part  of  the  20th  century.  Eugenics 
was  popular  with  a layer  of  the  ruling 
class  in  many  capitalist  countries,  pre- 
senting a pseudoscientific  rationale  to 
stigmatize  the  poor  for  their  own  oppres- 
sion. The  movement  reached  its  ultimate 
expression  in  the  genocidal  programs  of 
Nazi  Germany.  In  America,  eugenicists’ 
notion  of  the  "unfit"  was  a loosely  applied 
euphemism  for  "poor  white  trash  ” black 
people  and  immigrants,  especially  Cath- 
olics. The  eugenics  movement  sought  to 
pass  laws  implementing  punitive  meas- 
ures against  these  “undesirables."  In 
North  Carolina,  a bastion  of  Jim  Crow 
segregation,  the  eugenics  movement  was 
driven  by  wealthy  capitalists  including 
hosiery  magnate  James  Hanes  and  the 
heirs  to  the  Procter  & Gamble  and  R.J. 
Reynolds  fortunes. 

The  North  Carolina  Eugenics  Board 
was  disbanded  in  1977,  and  the  state’s  law 
was  finally  repealed  in  2003.  A state  task 
force  has  recently  recommended  to  the 
legislature  a paltry  payment  of  $50,000  to 
each  living  victim  of  the  Eugenics  Board. 
To  date,  North  Carolina  is  the  only  state 
to  consider  compensating  the  victims 
of  forced  sterilization.  But  out  of  some 
2,000  victims  estimated  to  still  be  alive. 


the  state  has  formally  recognized  only  72 
people — less  than  1 percent  of  the  7,600 
sterilized. 

In  the  U.S.,  California  and  Virginia 
sterilized  the  most  people,  but  no  state 
had  a campaign  as  far-reaching  as  North 
Carolina.  Eugenics  laws  in  other  states 
specifically  targeted  those  who  were 
institutionalized  or  incarcerated.  In  North 
Carolina,  the  net  was  cast  much  wider,  as 
the  board  took  recommendations  directly 
from  social  workers  acting  as  snoops  and 
moral  authoritarians. 


right.  I don’t  even  remember  them  shaving 
me  down  there’."  These  stories  and  more 
are  detailed  in  official  documents,  easily 
available  online,  that  are  bone-chilling  in 
their  bureaucratic  matter-of-factness. 

Whereas  in  most  states  with  steril- 
ization laws  the  number  of  procedures 
decreased  after  the  end  of  World  War  II, 
in  North  Carolina  70  percent  of  all  the 
sterilizations  took  place  after  1945.  As  the 
federal  welfare  program  expanded  in  the 
1950s,  a racist  neo-eugenics  framework 
was  established  of  the  “deserving  poor" 


Liddy/News  & Observer 


Raleigh:  Victim  of  forced  sterilization  wipes  tears  as  North  Carolina's  gover- 
nor addresses  Eugenics  Task  Force  meeting,  22  June  2011. 


Charles  Holt,  now  62,  had  a state- 
ordered  sterilization  at  the  age  of  19, 
after  being  committed  to  a state  home  for 
people  with  “mental  and  emotional  prob- 
lems." His  mother  had  been  told  by  a social 
worker  that  sterilization  would  be  in  his 
interests  in  case  he  was  wrongly  accused 
of  fathering  a child.  Like  so  many,  he  did 
not  know  what  was  done  to  him.  As  he 
told  last  summer's  hearing,  "When  I woke 
up  I tried  to  walk,  and  I said:  This  ain’t 


vs.  the  "undeserving  poor,”  i.e.,  poor 
white  widows  as  opposed  to  "lazy”  black 
women.  Railing  that  black  birthrates  were 
supposedly  driving  up  welfare  costs,  leg- 
islators throughout  the  South  drafted 
bills  punishing  welfare  recipients  who 
bore  two  or  more  “illegitimate"  children 
with  incarceration,  sterilization,  a fine  or 
a combination  of  all  three.  Most  of  these 
bills  were  not  enacted,  but  where  there 
was  pre-existing  eugenics  legislation,  they 


were  not  necessary;  in  North  Carolina,  by 
1966  blacks  made  up  64  percent  of  those 
sterilized. 

Nial  Ramirez,  one  victim  who  spoke 
out  recently,  repeated  the  threat  made  to 
her — as  to  so  many  others — by  a social 
worker  in  the  mid  1960s:  “It’s  either  sign 
the  paper  or  mama’s  checks  get  cut  off.” 
One  of  many  children  from  a poor  family, 
she  was  18  at  the  time  and  had  just  given 
birth.  The  social  worker  coerced  her  to  be 
sterilized,  giving  the  false  impression  that 
the  procedure  was  not  permanent.  This 
was  the  “war  on  poverty”  North  Carolina- 
style:  reduce  future  welfare  payments  by 
punitively  sterilizing  the  poor. 

In  Women  and  Revolution  No.  4 (Fall 
1973),  its  first  issue  as  the  journal  of  the 
Women’s  Commission  of  the  Spartacist 
League,  we  demanded  “No  forced  steril- 
ization” in  the  first  point  of  our  statement 
of  program.  In  a later  article,  we  wrote: 
"While  there  are  numerous  examples  of 
forced  sterilizations  of  racial  minorities 
within  the  U S.,  it  is  important  to  make 
a distinction  between  voluntary  birth 
control  and  government  population- 
control  schemes.  The  freedom  to  choose 
whether  or  not  to  have  children  and  how 
many  is  an  elementary  democratic  right. 
The  fight  for  free  contraceptives  and  free 
abortion  on  demand  is  an  important  part 
of  the  struggle  for  free  quality  medical 
care." 

— "Race.  Sex.  Class:  Black  Women 
Against  Triple  Oppression." 
Women  and  Revolution  No.  9, 
Summer  1975 

Under  the  system  of  chattel  slavery, 
black  women  were  treated  as  "breeders" 
as  they  were  the  means  of  producing  the 
next  generation  of  slaves — property  of  the 
racist  masters.  Under  increasingly  decrepit 
capitalism,  impoverished  black  women 
were  specially  targeted  for  sterilization  as 
the  capitalist  masters  have  no  future  to  offer 
their  offspring,  even  the  dwindling  prospect 
of  being  wage  slaves.  To  secure  for  black, 
poor  and  working  women  the  basic  right 
to  control  their  own  fertility  will  take  a 
fundamental  overturn  of  the  capitalist  eco- 
nomic system,  breaking  the  power  of  the 
parasitic  ruling  class.  Overcoming  the  poi- 
sonous racism  and  anti-woman  prejudices 
and  violence  that  permeate  capitalist  soci- 
ety requires  socialist  revolution  to  abolish 
this  oppressive  system  once  and  for  all.  ■ 
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Egypt... 

( continued  from  page  I ) 

Its  self-proclaimed  "tolerance”  for  Coptic 
Christians  is  belied  by  its  long  history  of 
organized  terror.  The  Brotherhood's  his- 
toric aim  of  establishing  an  Islamic  state 
has  often  brought  it  into  violent  conflict 
with  the  Egyptian  government;  nonethe- 
less, successive  regimes  have  encouraged 
the  Islamists  in  countless  ways  and  used 
them  as  a battering  ram  against  workers, 
leftists,  women  and  minorities. 

The  military,  police  and  Islamists  have 
all  joined  in  recent  attacks  on  women  and 
on  the  Coptic  Christian  minority,  which 
constitutes  some  10  percent  of  the  popu- 
lation. On  October  9,  protesters  rallying 
against  the  burning  of  Coptic  churches 
outside  the  Maspero  state  television  studio 
in  Cairo  were  attacked  by  uniformed  mili- 
tary forces  and  Islamist  mobs.  In  collusion 
with  the  army  and  riot  police,  armed  thugs 
roamed  the  streets  seeking  out  Christians, 
including  women  and  children,  killing 
more  than  20  and  maiming  hundreds. 

Women  were  targeted  soon  after  the 
military  takeover.  Thugs  who  were  mobi- 
lized around  slogans  such  as  “the  people 
want  women  to  step  down”  and  “the  Koran 
is  our  ruler”  violently  attacked  a March  8 
International  Women’s  Day  demonstration 
in  Cairo.  In  an  act  of  calculated  humilia- 
tion, women  arrested  at  a protest  the  next 


get.  these  inveterate  tailists  have  contin- 
ued to  pursue  an  alliance  with  the  forces 
of  religious  reaction. 

In  March,  the  military  government 
issued  a law  regulating  the  formation 
of  parties.  With  the  pretense  of  defend- 
ing secularism  against  the  Islamists,  the 
law  targets  organizations  of  the  working 
class  as  well  as  those  that  seek  to  repre- 
sent women  and  oppressed  minorities.  It 
reasserts  a reactionary  1977  ban  on  par- 
ties that  are  based  on  “religion,  class,  sect, 
profession  or  geography"  or  are  estab- 
lished "on  account  of  gender,  language, 
religion  or  creed"  (“The  Main  Features 
of  the  Amended  Law  on  Political  Parties 
2011,”  www.sis.gov.eg). 

As  we  wrote  last  year  in  a polemic 
against  the  RS  and  its  international 
cothinkers,  we  reject  the  “bankrupt 
reformist  framework,  which  posits  that 
the  only  two  ‘choices’  for  the  working 
class  in  Egypt  are  to  capitulate  either  to 
the  ‘secular,’  military-backed  bourgeois- 
nationalist  regime  or  to  political  Islam.  In 
fact,  these  are  alternative  ways  of  prop- 
ping up  capitalist  class  rule,  the  system 
which  ensures  vast  wealth  for  its  rulers 
and  dire  poverty  for  the  urban  and  rural 
masses”  (“Pandering  to  Reactionary  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood,"  WVNo.  974,  18  Febru- 
ary 2011). 

The  three  major  electoral  blocs — those 
representing  the  Muslim  Brotherhood,  the 
Salafists  and  the  bourgeois  liberals — have 


Coptic 
Christians 
protest  outside 
Cairo  High 
Court  last 
May  following 
attacks 
by  Islamists. 


day  were  forced  to  undergo  “virginity" 
tests.  Now.  the  image  of  a young  woman, 
some  of  her  clothing  torn  off,  being  dragged 
through  the  streets  by  military  thugs  in  a 
December  protest  has  become  symbolic 
of  the  public  degradation  of  women.  This 
earned  the  regime  a slap  on  the  wrist  from 
its  U.S.  patron,  with  Hillary  Clinton  com- 
menting that  such  conduct  “dishonors  the 
revolution.” 

Dead-End  Reformism 

In  December,  the  Islamists  launched  a 
vicious  campaign  against  the  Revolution- 
ary Socialists  (RS)  that  was  seized  on  by 
state  security  forces  and  propagated  in 
much  of  the  bourgeois  media.  The  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood’s  newspaper  ran  a front- 
page article  baiting  the  RS  as  violent 
while  the  Salafist  Al-Nour  Party  accused 
the  organization  of  “anarchy”  and  of 
being  funded  by  the  CIA,  setting  it  up  for 
state  repression.  It  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
whole  working  class  to  defend  the  RS  and 
to  defeat  such  slanderous  attacks,  which 
are  meant  to  send  a message  to  all  leftists 
and  the  workers  movement  as  a whole. 

Along  with  its  cothinkers  of  the  inter- 
national tendency  founded  by  the  late 
Tony  Cliff,  the  RS  countered  the  attack 
by  organizing  a public  defense  cam- 
paign. At  the  same  time,  they  were  taken 
aback  that  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  had 
joined  in  the  witchhunt  against  them: 
“The  attack  on  the  Revolutionary  Social- 
ists by  prominent  Brotherhood  members 
sparked  outrage  because  the  RS  played 
such  a central  role  in  defending  the 
Brotherhood  at  the  height  of  Mubarak’s 
campaign  against  the  Islamists"  (social- 
istworker.co.uk,  26  December).  In  the 
mass  protests  last  year,  the  RS  embraced 
the  Brotherhood  as  allies  in  the  struggle 
against  dictatorship,  even  posting  on  the 
RS  Web  site  a statement  by  the  Brother- 
hood, complete  with  the  Brotherhood’s 
emblem  of  crossed  swords  cradling  the 
Koran.  Even  when  the  RS  itself  is  the  tar- 


all taken  aim  at  the  working  class  in  their 
election  campaigns,  explicitly  condemn- 
ing strikes.  While  the  widespread  strikes 
and  protests  of  the  last  year  have  given 
leftist  organizations  an  opening  to  operate 
more  publicly,  the  situation  has  also  made 
clear  how  the  reformist  organizations 
act  as  an  obstacle  to  the  fight  to  build  a 
revolutionary  party  that  champions  the 
working  class,  poor  peasants  and  all  the 
oppressed. 

The  Democratic  Workers  Party  (DWP), 
which  is  associated  with  the  RS,  pro- 
motes itself  as  representing  the  interests 
of  the  working  class.  Along  with  other  left 
organizations  and  prominent  figures  like 
feminist  author  Nawal  El-Saadawi,  the 
DWP  has  called  to  boycott  the  elections 
in  protest  against  the  military  regime’s 
brutality.  The  DWP’s  program  makes  no 
pretense  of  socialism,  instead  demand- 
ing "the  establishment  of  a parliamen- 
tary republic”  ( International  Socialism, 
28  June  2011).  This  is  simply  a call  for  a 
species  of  bourgeois  government. 

In  promoting  the  call  for  a parliamen- 
tary republic,  the  reformists  falsely  tie  the 
democratic  aspirations  of  the  population  to 
the  class  rule  of  the  Egyptian  bourgeoisie. 
In  Egypt,  where  successive  parliaments 
have  served  as  fig  leaves  for  military  dic- 
tatorship, the  desires  of  the  masses  for 
political  democracy,  including  freedom 
of  the  press  and  freedom  of  assembly,  are 
just  and  deeply  felt.  However,  the  burn- 
ing needs  of  the  Egyptian  masses — from 
fundamental  democratic  rights  to  women’s 
emancipation  and  eradicating  the  desper- 
ate urban  and  rural  poverty — cannot  be 
addressed  except  by  uprooting  the  capital- 
ist order  and  establishing  a workers  and 
peasants  government.  As  Bolshevik  leader 
V.I.  Lenin  wrote: 

“The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  alone 
can  emancipate  humanity  from  the  oppres- 
sion of  capital,  from  the  lies,  falsehood 
and  hypocrisy  of  bourgeois  democracy — 
democracy  for  the  rich — and  establish 
democracy  for  the  poor,  that  is.  make  the 
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blessings  of  democracy  really  accessible 
to  the  workers  and  poor  peasants,  whereas 
now  (even  in  the  most  democratic — bour- 
geois— republic)  the  blessings  of  democ- 
racy are,  in  fact,  inaccessible  to  the  vast 
majority  of  working  people. 

— V.I.  Lenin,  "'Democracy'  and 
Dictatorship"  (December  1918) 

Imperialism  and  the  Mask  of 
“Human  Rights” 

The  imperialist  rulers  are  past  masters  at 
cloaking  their  bloody  depredations  in  the 
rhetoric  of  “human  rights”  and  “democ- 
racy.” Bourgeois  liberals,  the  supposedly 
"non-governmental  organizations"  (NGOs) 
and  the  reformist  left  have  done  their  bit  to 
embellish  this  image.  In  Libya,  the  impe- 
rialists carried  out  the  terror  bombing  that 
led  to  the  ouster  and  assassination  of  Colo- 
nel Muammar  Qaddafi  under  a “humani- 
tarian” banner,  with  the  authorization  of 
the  United  Nations.  Cheerleading  for  the 
“Arab  revolution”  against  dictatorship, 
much  of  the  reformist  left  internationally 
fell  into  line  with  the  imperialists’  cam- 
paign, hailing  the  Libyan  "rebels"  who 
were  willing  tools  for  the  NATO  attack. 
The  RS  enthused  over  rebel-controlled 
“liberated  Libya,"  where  “all  the  institu- 
tions, including  the  courts,  military  forces, 
police  and  prisons,  are  under  the  popular 
democratic  control"  (Center  for  Socialist 
Studies,  4 March  2011). 

The  Libyan  “rebels"  comprised  a col- 
lection of  defectors  from  the  Qaddafi 
regime,  monarchists,  Islamic  fundamen- 
talists, former  CIA  assets,  tribal  chiefs 
and  others.  They  gave  a pretext  for  the 
imperialist  bombing,  acted  as  the  ground 
troops  for  the  imperialists  and  carried 
out  pogroms  against  black  African  immi- 
grants in  the  territories  they  had  seized. 
In  a statement  issued  the  day  after  the 
imperialist  bombing  began,  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  put  forward  a 
perspective  of  proletarian  international- 
ism, giving  no  political  support  to  Qad- 
dafi but  calling  on  “workers  around  the 
world  to  take  a stand  for  military  defense 
of  semicolonial  Libya."  We  added:  “From 
Indochina  and  the  Korean  peninsula  to  the 
U.S.-led  occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghan- 
istan today,  the  ‘democratic’  imperialist 
rulers  wade  in  the  blood  of  millions  upon 
millions  of  their  victims”  (“Defend  Libya 
Against  Imperialist  Attack!"  WVNo.  977, 

1 April  2011). 

Egypt  was  and  remains  a top  recipient 
of  U.S.  military  aid,  to  the  tune  of  $1.3 
billion  a year.  At  the  same  time,  provok- 
ing bitter  complaints  from  the  SCAF, 
the  imperialists  have  also  cultivated 
"democratic”  opposition  groups  to  give 
a humanitarian  guise  to  their  operations 
and  to  influence  protest  movements.  And 
now  that  the  Islamists  are  riding  high 
on  their  electoral  victory,  the  Obama 
administration  has  held  high-level  meet- 


ings with  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  in  an 
attempt  to  forge  closer  ties. 

Since  Mubarak’s  overthrow,  the  U.S. 
has  given  more  than  $40  million  to  Egyp- 
tian “human  rights”  groups.  In  December, 
Britain  announced  plans  to  double  the 
amount  of  aid  it  gives  to  NGOs  in  the  Near 
East.  A major  sponsor  of  NGOs  around 
the  world  is  the  United  Nations,  which 
itself  was  set  up  to  give  a humanitarian 
veneer  to  the  depredations  of  imperialism, 
particularly  American  imperialism.  The 
NGOs,  sanctioned  by  and  receiving  fund- 
ing from  the  imperialists,  are  hardly  inde- 
pendent from  their  bourgeois  sponsors. 

Showing  how  little  tolerance  it  has  for 
political  activity  even  when  it  is  backed  by 
its  own  imperialist  patrons,  Egypt’s  mili- 
tary regime  raided  the  offices  of  17  NGOs 
on  December  29.  These  included  the  Kon- 
rad Adenauer  Foundation,  linked  to  Ger- 
man chancellor  Angela  Merkel’s  Christian 
Democratic  party,  as  well  as  the  notorious 
CIA  conduit  Freedom  House.  After  the 
U.S.  State  Department  announced  it  was 
“deeply  concerned”  and  threatened  to  cut 
military  aid  to  Egypt,  the  regime  prom- 
ised to  return  all  of  the  seized  materials 
and  allow  the  NGOs  to  return  to  normal 
operations. 

A 14  April  2011  article  on  the  “Arab 
Spring"  in  the  New  York  Times  report- 
ed that  “the  United  States’  democracy- 
building campaigns  played  a bigger  role 
in  fomenting  protests  than  was  previously 
known,  with  key  leaders  of  the  move- 
ments having  been  trained  by  the  Ameri- 
cans.” One  vehicle  for  this  is  the  Center 
for  Applied  NonViolent  Action  and  Strat- 
egies (CANVAS),  which  has  advised 
“pro-democracy"  activists  on  overthrow- 
ing regimes  that  are  in  the  imperialists’ 
crosshairs,  from  Zimbabwe  to  Iran  to 
Venezuela.  In  Egypt,  the  role  of  organi- 
zations such  as  CANVAS  is  to  steer  mass 
protests  in  directions  acceptable  to  the 
imperialists. 

CANVAS  describes  itself  in  the  vagu- 
est of  terms,  stating  that  it  does  not  receive 
funding  from  any  government  and  that 
“our  agenda  is  educational,  not  political" 
(www.canvasopedia.org).  But  CANVAS’S 
purpose  is  amply  illustrated  by  its  history. 
It  was  founded  by  Slobodan  Djinovic,  the 
head  of  Serbia’s  largest  private  Internet 
and  phone  company,  and  Srdja  Popovic,  a 
former  member  of  parliament.  Both  were 
leaders  of  the  Serbian  student  opposition 
group  Otpor,  which  received  funds  from 
imperialist  conduits  such  as  the  National 
Endowment  for  Democracy,  a CIA  front, 
and  the  U.S.  Agency  for  International 
Development,  another  CIA  conduit.  Otpor 
spearheaded  the  protests  that  toppled  Ser- 
bian president  Slobodan  Milosevic  in  the 
fall  of  2000.  These  protests  amounted  to 
a continuation  by  other  means  of  the  1999 
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Egypt... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

NATO  “human  rights”  bombing  cam- 
paign against  Serbia,  carried  out  under 
the  pretense  of  defending  the  Kosovar 
Albanians.  The  April  6 Youth  Movement, 
hailed  in  the  bourgeois  media  for  its  role 
in  the  Egyptian  "revolution."  modeled 
its  logo  on  Otpor’s  and  used  CANVAS’s 
materials  to  train  its  membership. 

April  6 is  part  of  the  Revolution  Youth 
Council  (RYC).  a bloc  that  formed  last 
winter  and  claimed  to  speak  on  behalf 
of  protesters  in  Tahrir  Square.  The  RYC 
also  includes  representatives  of  the  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood  and  supporters  of  "demo- 
cratic" oppositionist  Mohamed  ElBaradei. 
The  U.S.  International  Socialist  Organiza- 
tion, former  affiliates  of  the  Cliff  tenden- 
cy, hailed  them  as  “Egypt’s  young  revolu- 
tionaries.” Both  April  6 and  the  RYC  have 
demanded  that  the  SCAF  hand  power  to 
a "national  salvation  government”  headed 
by  ElBaradei.  who  announced  today  that 
he  was  withdrawing  from  the  presiden- 
tial race,  saying  that  the  military  was  not 
about  to  hand  power  to  elected  rulers. 
ElBaradei  has  proved  his  usefulness  to 
the  imperialists:  While  head  of  the  UN’s 
nuclear  watchdog,  he  led  the  charge  to 
investigate  Iraq’s  supposed  “weapons  of 
mass  destruction"  in  the  run-up  to  the  U.S. 
invasion  in  2003. 

For  Trade  Unions  Independent 
of  the  Capitalist  State! 

In  the  decade  leading  to  Mubarak’s 
ouster,  the  Egyptian  proletariat  engaged 
in  a wave  of  struggle  that  included  over 
two  million  workers  participating  in  over 
3,000  strikes,  sit-ins  and  other  actions. 
These  were  carried  out  in  defiance  of  the 
corrupt  leadership  of  the  state-run  Egyp- 
tian Trade  Union  Federation  (ETUF), 
the  only  legally  recognized  union  body, 
whose  predecessor  was  established  by 


Colonel  Gamal  Abdel  Nasser  in  1957.  For 
over  two  decades,  it  was  customary  for 
the  federation’s  president  to  serve  as  the 
Minister  of  Labor.  Acting  as  the  Egyptian 
dictatorship’s  lieutenants  within  the  labor 
movement,  the  ETUF  leadership  refused  to 
approve  strikes,  sabotaged  workers  strug- 
gles and  informed  on  militants,  setting 
them  up  for  repression. 

Since  Mubarak’s  fall,  a number  of  new 
trade  unions  have  flourished.  According 
to  historian  Joel  Beinin,  “Some  independ- 
ent unions — like  the  Cairo  Joint  Transport 
Authority  union  of  bus  drivers  and  garage 
workers  and  the  RETA  [Real  Estate  Tax 
Authority]  workers’  union — are  quite 
large  and  command  the  loyalty  of  a great 
majority  of  the  potential  bargaining  unit. 
Others  have  only  fifty  to  one  hundred 
members  in  factories  employing  hundreds 
or  thousands"  ("What  Have  Workers 
Gained  from  Egypt’s  Revolution?"  For- 
eign Policy,  20  July  2011).  The  Egyptian 
Federation  of  Independent  Trade  Unions 
(EFITU),  founded  last  January,  has  been 
feted  by  the  tops  of  the  AFL-CIO  and 
the  British  Trades  Union  Congress,  labor 
bureaucrats  who  act  as  the  agents  of  their 
imperialist  ruling  classes,  as  well  as  by 
reformist  “socialists.” 

Although  the  EFITU  is  not  directly 
run  by  the  Egyptian  state,  it  is  not  politi- 
cally independent  from  the  capitalist  rul- 


ers. Beinin  approvingly  reports  that  the 
EFITU  and  other  organizations  filed  a 
court  suit  calling  on  the  military  regime 
to  dissolve  the  ETUF  and  seize  its  assets, 
which  the  military  did.  This  was  an  open 
invitation  for  the  bosses’  state  to  attack 
not  only  the  ETUF  unions  but  the  work- 
ers movement  more  broadly,  serving  to 
renew  labor’s  ties  to  the  state.  The  devel- 
opment of  a new,  class-struggle  leader- 
ship in  the  unions — one  that  would  fight 
for  strong  industrial  unions  independent 
of  the  capitalist  state — is  a crucial  part 
of  the  struggle  to  build  the  revolutionary 
workers  party  that  is  urgently  needed. 

Bankrupt  Nationalism  Breeds 
Religious  Reaction 

Born  of  a history  of  imperialist  subjuga- 
tion. Egyptian  nationalism  has  long  served 
the  country’s  capitalist  rulers  by  obscur- 
ing the  class  divide  between  the  tiny  layer 
of  filthy  rich  at  the  top  and  the  brutally 
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exploited  and  impoverished  working  class. 
Rather  than  struggling  to  break  the  work- 
ing class  from  these  illusions,  left  organi- 
zations including  the  RS  have  bolstered 
them.  Harking  back  to  the  1950s-60s, 
when  the  left-nationalist  strongman  Nasser 
wielded  substantial  influence  in  the  Near 
East,  the  RS  proclaimed.  "Revolution  must 
restore  Egypt’s  independence,  dignity  and 
leadership  in  the  region”  (see  "Egypt:  Mil- 
itary Takeover  Props  Up  Capitalist  Rule." 
WV  No.  974,  18  February  2011). 

Nasser’s  bourgeois  regime,  which  con- 
tinues to  be  idealized  by  the  Egyptian 
left  today,  came  to  power  in  a military 
coup  during  a period  of  mass  protests 
and  strikes  that  followed  World  War  II. 
Military  forces  led  by  Colonel  Nasser 
overthrew  the  monarchy  of  King  Farouk 
in  1952.  followed  shortly  afterward  by 
the  departure  of  British  troops.  While 
Nasser  won  wide  recognition  as  an  "anti- 
imperialist,” especially  with  the  national- 
ization of  the  Suez  Canal,  Egypt  remained 
an  impoverished  country  ultimately  sub- 
ordinated to  imperialism. 

Nasser  succeeded  in  stabilizing  the 
rule  of  the  capitalist  class,  in  part  through 
concessions — such  as  a partial  land  redis- 
tribution, raising  wages  and  expanding 
access  to  health  care  and  education — but 
most  characteristically  through  brutal 
repression.  To  consolidate  his  rule.  Nasser 


suppressed  the  Communists,  imprisoning, 
torturing  and  killing  them.  But  even  as  he 
brutalized  them,  the  Stalinist  Communist 
Party  continued  its  class-collaborationist 
support  to  Nasser,  liquidating  into  his 
Arab  Socialist  Union  in  1965.  The  Soviet 
Union  provided  economic  and  military 
aid  to  Nasser’s  regime,  allowing  him  a 
degree  of  independence  from  imperialist 
control  that  would  not  be  possible  today. 

The  bankruptcy  of  both  secular  nation- 
alism and  Stalinism,  forces  that  were  once 
dominant  among  the  poor  and  oppressed 
in  the  region,  fed  the  dramatic  rise  of 
political  Islam.  Generously  funded  by 
Saudi  Arabia  and  other  Gulf  states,  the 
Islamists,  even  while  nominally  banned, 
built  a mass  base  in  large  part  by  provid- 
ing charity  and  social  services  to  masses 
of  people  to  whom  the  bourgeois  state  has 
nothing  to  offer  except  abject  poverty  and 
police  repression.  American  journalist 
Mary  Anne  Weaver  described  her  experi- 
ence in  Cairo's  Imbaba  slum: 

“The  Islamists,  led  by  the  Brotherhood, 
had  built  their  own  social  and  wel- 
fare system  here,  rivalling  that  of  the 
state.  (The  hardline  Islamist)  Gama’a- 
controlled  ‘popular’  mosques  had  set 
up  discount  health  clinics  and  schools, 
day-care  centers,  and  furniture  factories 
to  employ  the  unemployed,  and  they  pro- 
vided meat,  at  wholesale  prices,  to  the 
poor.  Despite  an  aggressive  $10  million 
social  program  launched  by  the  govern- 
ment at  the  end  of  1994.  the  Islamists' 
institutions  remained  generally  far  more 
efficient  and  far  superior  to  run-down 
government  facilities." 

— A Portrait  of  Egypt  ( 1999) 

Today  the  Islamists  are  once  again 
trying  to  establish  a base  among  the 
organized  working  class,  where  they  his- 
torically have  had  little  support.  In  1946. 
when  they  did  have  a hearing  among  a 
layer  of  industrial  workers,  they  played  a 
strikebreaking  role.  The  Muslim  Brother- 
hood opposed  major  strikes  in  the  Shubra 
al-Khayama  textile  plant  while  its  news- 
paper spread  anti-Communist  and  anti- 
Semitic  poison.  When  the  strike  leaders 
were  arrested  during  a strike  in  January 
of  that  year,  the  Brotherhood  condemned 
them,  saying  they  were  "members  of 
communist  cells  headed  by  Jews."  Dur- 
ing a June  strike  in  the  same  plant,  the 
Brotherhood  “informed  the  police  of  the 
names  and  addresses  of  the  strike  com- 
mittee" (Joel  Beinin  and  Zachary  Lock- 
man,  Workers  on  the  Nile  [1998]). 

Cliffites  and  Islam:  Feeding 
the  Hand  That  Bites  Them 

The  RS  and  its  cothinkers  in  the  Brit- 
ish Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  have 
gone  out  of  their  way  to  bolster  illusions 
in  the  Muslim  Brotherhood,  promoting  it 
as  a potential  ally  of  the  working  class  in 
the  fight  against  imperialism  and  capital- 
ist oppression.  In  an  article  titled  “Com- 
rades and  Brothers”  published  in  Middle 
East  Report  (Spring  2007),  RS  spokes- 
man Hossam  El-Hamalawy  boasted  that 
his  organization  "pushed  for  close  coordi- 
nation" with  the  Brotherhood  and  praised 
its  “brotherly  spirit."  Half  a year  ago,  in 
an  article  printed  in  the  SWP’s  Socialist 
Review  (June  2011)  titled  "The  Islamists 
and  the  Egyptian  Revolution,"  Egyptian 
Cliffite  Sameh  Naguib  complained  about 
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the  “state  of  hysteria"  among  the  left  and 
liberals  over  the  resurgent  Islamist  move- 
ment. Naguib  went  so  far  as  to  denounce 
those  "lured  into  debates  over  Article  2 
of  the  constitution,  which  enshrines  Islam 
as  ‘the  religion  of  the  state... and  Islamic 
law  as  the  principal  source  of  legislation’." 

Long  before  that,  in  the  seminal  Inter- 
national Socialism  (Autumn  1994)  article 
“The  Prophet  and  the  Proletariat."  SWP 
leader  Chris  Harman  went  to  some  lengths 
to  present  political  Islam  favorably  for  seek- 
ing "to  transform  society,  not  to  conserve 
it  in  the  old  way"  and  for  “anti-imperialist 
slogans  and  some  anti-imperialist  actions 
which  have  embarrassed  very  important 
national  and  international  capitalist  inter- 
ests." This  was  the  criminal  line  taken  by 
the  bulk  of  the  left  internationally  in  sup- 
porting Ayatollah  Khomeini’s  forces  in 
the  mass  upsurge  in  Iran  in  the  late  1970s 
against  the  bloody,  U.S.-backed  Shah.  The 
result  was  the  beheading  of  the  militant 
working  class,  as  Communists  and  other 
leftists  were  butchered,  women  were 
further  enslaved,  and  national  and  other 
minorities  were  brutally  repressed  by  the 
new  Islamic  regime. 

While  the  SWP  can  fill  reams  of  paper 
with  nonsense  about  the  Brotherhood’s 
"anti-imperialist  stance"  Islamists,  in- 
cluding the  Brotherhood,  have  histori- 
cally been  the  willing  tool  of  imperial- 
ism against  Communists,  modernizing 
nationalists  and  secular  liberals.  Fol- 
lowing World  War  II,  U.S.  imperialism 
promoted  and  funded  the  Brotherhood  as 
part  of  its  Cold  War  drive  against  Com- 
munism. This  was  one  expression  of  the 
policy  described  in  1950  by  John  Foster 
Dulles,  who  would  later  serve  as  Eisen- 
hower’s Secretary  of  State:  “The  religions 
of  the  East  are  deeply  rooted  and  have 
many  precious  values.  Their  spiritual  be- 
liefs cannot  be  reconciled  with  Commu- 
nist atheism  and  materialism.  That  creates 
a common  bond  between  us,  and  our  task 
is  to  find  it  and  develop  it." 

The  Cliff  tendency  has  a long  history  of 
siding  with  the  forces  of  Islamic  reaction, 
including  cheering  the  mujahedin — anti- 
Soviet  "holy  warriors” — in  Afghanistan 
in  the  1980s.  The  imperialists  funneled 
vast  quantities  of  arms  and  money  to 
these  Islamist  terrorists  in  the  largest 
CIA  operation  in  history.  The  Muslim 
Brotherhood  provided  a major  contingent 
of  the  mujahedin,  whose  jihad  against  a 
Soviet-backed,  modernizing  nationalist 
government  was  sparked  when  the  regime 
introduced  such  reforms  as  lowering  the 
bride  price.  In  the  first  war  in  modern  his- 
tory in  which  the  status  of  women  was  a 
central  issue,  the  Soviet  Red  Army  battled 
Islamic  fundamentalists  who  threw  acid 
in  the  faces  of  unveiled  women  and  killed 
teachers  who  taught  young  girls  to  read. 

We  hailed  the  Red  Army  in  Afghani- 
stan. Its  presence  opened  the  possibility 
of  extending  the  gains  of  the  1917  Russian 
Revolution  to  Afghanistan,  just  as  those 
parts  of  Central  Asia  that  were  incorpo- 
rated into  the  Soviet  Union  progressed 
centuries  beyond  the  medieval  conditions 
that  prevailed  in  Afghanistan.  The  with- 
drawal of  Soviet  troops  in  1988-89  was  a 
betrayal  by  the  Moscow  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy that  left  the  country  mired  in  back- 
wardness and  internecine  bloodletting. 
The  Soviet  withdrawal  from  Afghanistan 
was  the  precursor  to  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union  itself. 

Although  deformed  by  the  parasitic 
rule  of  a bureaucratic  caste,  the  Soviet 
Union  represented  the  dictatorship  of 
the  working  class.  When  the  USSR  was 
destroyed  through  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution in  1991-92,  the  SWP  welcomed 
this,  proclaiming  “Communism  has  col- 
lapsed" and  adding  “It  is  a fact  that  should 
have  every  socialist  rejoicing”  ( Socialist 
Worker  [Britain],  31  August  1991).  A 
grave  defeat  for  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  internationally,  the  end  of  the 
Soviet  Union  has  meant  a more  dangerous 
world,  where  U.S.  imperialism  has  a free 
hand  and  forces  of  religious  and  social 
reaction  have  grown  stronger. 

Permanent  Revolution 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution  was  a defin- 
ing event  of  the  20th  century.  The  work- 
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ing  class  took  state  power,  leading  the 
peasantry,  national  minorities  and  all  of 
the  oppressed  in  overthrowing  bourgeois 
rule,  sweeping  away  as  well  the  tsarist 
autocracy  and  the  state  church.  It  estab- 
lished the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat, 
liberating  the  working  people  from  capi- 
talist exploitation.  The  Revolution  con- 
firmed the  theory  of  permanent  revolution 
developed  by  Leon  Trotsky  in  1904-1906. 
Trotsky  had  projected  that,  despite  its 
economic  and  social  backwardness.  Rus- 
sia was  already  part  of  a world  capitalist 
economy  that  was  ripe  for  socialist  trans- 
formation, requiring  proletarian  revolution 
not  only  in  backward  countries  like  Russia 
but  especially  in  the  advanced  capitalist 
states.  The  workers  in  Russia,  who  were 
small  in  number  but  strategically  concen- 
trated in  large  industry,  could  come  to 
power  before  the  country  had  undergone 
an  extended  period  of  capitalist  develop- 
ment. Moreover,  the  workers  in  Russia 
would  have  to  come  to  power  if  Russia 
was  to  be  liberated  from  the  yoke  of  its 
feudal  past. 

As  Trotsky  wrote  in  1929  in  The  Per- 
manent Revolution: 

"With  regard  to  countries  with  a belated 
bourgeois  development,  especially  the 
colonial  and  semi-colonial  countries,  the 
theory  of  the  permanent  revolution  signi- 
fies that  the  complete  and  genuine  solu- 
tion of  their  tasks  of  achieving  democracy 
and  national  emancipation  is  conceiv- 
able only  through  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  as  the  leader  of  the  subjugated 
nation,  above  all  of  its  peasant  masses.  .. 
“The  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  which 
has  risen  to  power  as  the  leader  of  the 
democratic  revolution  is  inevitably  and 
very  quickly  confronted  with  tasks,  the 
fulfillment  of  which  is  bound  up  with 
deep  inroads  into  the  rights  of  bourgeois 
property." 


In  the  same  work,  Trotsky  stressed  that 
“the  socialist  revolution  begins  on  the 
national  arena,  it  unfolds  on  the  inter- 
national arena,  and  is  completed  on  the 
world  arena.  Thus,  the  socialist  revolution 
becomes  a permanent  revolution  in  a newer 
and  broader  sense  of  the  word;  it  attains 
completion  only  in  the  final  victory  of  the 
new  society  on  our  entire  planet.” 

In  articles  on  the  uprisings  in  Tlinisia 
and  Egypt  a year  ago,  we  raised  the  call 
for  a revolutionary  constituent  assembly 
along  with  a series  of  democratic  demands 
while  centrally  stressing  the  need  for  the 
working  class  to  establish  factory  com- 
mittees and  other  organs  of  dual  power. 
As  a result  of  subsequent  discussion,  the 
ICL  rejected  on  principle  the  call  for  a 
constituent  assembly,  which  can  be  noth- 
ing other  than  a form  of  bourgeois  state. 
As  we  wrote  in  “Tunisian  Elections:  Vic- 
tory for  Islamic  Reactionaries”  (WV  No. 
993, 6 January):  “Our  understanding  of  the 
reactionary  character  of  the  bourgeoisie,  in 
the  semicolonial  countries  as  well  as  the 
advanced  capitalist  states,  means  that  there 
can  be  no  revolutionary  bourgeois  parlia- 
ment. The  call  for  a constituent  assembly 
consequently  runs  counter  to  the  perma- 
nent revolution.” 

Permanent  revolution  provides  the  only 
program  for  resolving  the  fundamental 


questions  posed  in  Egypt  and  throughout 
the  Near  East  today.  The  region  is 
marked  by  abject  poverty,  benighted 
enslavement  of  women,  the  dispossession 
of  the  Palestinian  people  by  Israel  and 
the  oppression  of  numerous  other  na- 
tional and  religious  minorities  by  the 
Arab-nationalist  and  Islamist  regimes. 
This  legacy  of  social  backwardness  and 
oppression  is  reinforced  by  domination 
by  the  imperialist  powers,  whose  overrid- 
ing concern  is  control  of  the  supply  of 
oil.  Egypt,  the  most  populous  Arab  nation 
and  site  of  the  strategically  important 
Suez  Canal,  is  ruled  by  a venal  bourgeoi- 
sie that  has  been  a willing  pawn  of  U.S. 
imperialism  and,  since  1979,  a stalwart 
ally  of  Israel.  In  recent  years,  Egypt’s 
capitalist  rulers  have  aided  in  the  starva- 
tion blockade  of  the  Palestinians  in  Gaza, 
including  by  sealing  the  border  in  Sinai. 

Today,  almost  60  years  after  the  with- 
drawal of  the  last  British  colonial  troops, 


Egypt  is  mired  in  some  $35  billion  of  for- 
eign debt.  Over  the  past  ten  years,  $24 
billion  in  debt  servicing  payments  has 
been  bled  from  the  country,  while  its  debt 
burden  has  increased  by  15  percent.  Under 
the  “structural  adjustment  programs” 
imposed  by  the  International  Monetary 
Fund,  Nasser-era  state  control  of  industry 
has  been  progressively  rolled  back  and 
factories  sold  off  below  cost  to  Mubarak's 
cronies  and  foreign  investors.  At  the  same 
time,  the  military  has  retained  extensive 
holdings,  although  their  extent  is  kept 
secret.  Journalist  Joshua  Hammer  de- 
scribed them:  "The  military  controls  a 
labyrinth  of  companies  that  manufacture 
everything  from  medical  equipment  to 
laptops  to  television  sets,  as  well  as  vast 
tracts  of  real  estate. . .with  command  of  as 
much  as  40  percent  of  the  Egyptian  econ- 
omy” (New  York  Review  of  Books , 18 
August  2011). 

The  neoliberal  “reforms”  that  led  the 
World  Bank  to  declare  Egyptian  agricul- 
ture a "fully  privatized  sector”  by  2001 
have  vastly  increased  the  misery  of  the 
rural  population.  Since  the  mid  '90s, 
tenant  farmers'  rents  have  shot  up  from 
an  equivalent  of  about  $4  an  acre  annu- 
ally to  as  high  as  $60,  the  equivalent  of 
three  months’  earnings.  Some  five  mil- 
lion peasants  and  their  families  have 


been  forced  into  penury  after  having  been 
evicted  because  they  were  unable  to  pay 
their  rent  or  because  of  state-sanctioned 
land  grabs.  Dispossessed  peasants  were 
driven  into  the  slums  and  shantytowns  of 
major  cities,  where  they  became  a fertile 
recruiting  ground  for  the  Islamic  reaction- 
aries. Resistance  to  the  land  “reform”  has 
continued  over  the  years:  peasants  have 
marched  in  demonstrations,  blocked  main 
roads,  set  landlords’  houses  on  fire  and 
attacked  government  offices.  The  govern- 
ment has  responded  with  severe  repres- 
sion, with  police  and  armed  gangs  attack- 
ing peasants,  seizing  crops  and  occupying 
fields  by  force. 

The  end  of  legal  protections  on  land 
tenure  opened  the  way  for  foreign  com- 
panies to  purchase  huge  tracts.  The  past 
two  decades  saw  a tenfold  rise  in  agricul- 
tural exports  as  production  shifted  away 
from  staples  for  domestic  consumption 
to  high-cash  produce  for  sale  in  Europe. 


Once  capable  of  producing  enough  food 
to  feed  its  population,  Egypt  is  now  the 
world’s  biggest  importer  of  wheat,  leaving 
the  impoverished  population  at  the  mercy 
of  the  world  market,  which  is  dominated 
by  U.S.  agribusiness. 

In  a country  where  more  than  90  per- 
cent of  women,  both  Muslim  and  Chris- 
tian, are  subjected  to  genital  mutilation, 
courts  run  under  Islamic  law  adjudicate 
family  disputes  and  “honor  killing”  runs 


rampant.  For  Marxists,  the  question  of 
women’s  liberation  cannot  be  separated 
from  the  struggle  to  emancipate  the  whole 
of  the  working  class.  Women  workers  are 
a vital  part  of  the  Egyptian  proletariat. 
They  have  been  prominent  in  the  wave  of 
strikes  that  has  swept  Egypt  over  the  past 
decade,  especially  in  the  textile  industry. 
Won  to  a revolutionary  program,  they 
will  have  a leading  role  to  play  in  break- 
ing the  chains  of  social  backwardness 
and  religious  obscurantism.  As  Trotsky 
stressed  in  his  1924  speech  “Perspectives 
and  Tasks  in  the  East,"  "There  will  be 
no  better  communist  in  the  East,  no  bet- 
ter fighter  for  the  ideas  of  the  revolution 
and  for  the  ideas  of  communism  than  the 
awakened  woman  worker.” 

For  Proletarian  Internationalism! 

The  liberation  of  the  Egyptian  masses 
requires  the  overthrow  not  simply  of  the 
military  but  of  the  capitalists,  landlords, 
Islamic  clergy  and  imperialists  who  profit 
from  the  grinding  oppression  of  the  pop- 
ulace. The  power  to  do  this  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  working  class,  whose  con- 
sciousness must  be  transformed  from  that 
of  a class  in  itself,  fighting  to  improve 
its  status  within  the  framework  of  capi- 
talism, to  a class  for  itself,  realizing  its 
historic  potential  to  lead  all  the  oppressed 
in  a revolutionary  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  system.  Crucially,  this  includes 
the  mobilization  of  the  working  class  in 
the  imperialist  centers  to  overthrow  their 
“own”  exploiters.  The  capitalist  economic 
crisis  that  has  ravaged  the  lives  and  live- 
lihoods of  working  people  from  North 
Africa  and  the  Near  East  to  Europe, 
North  America  and  Japan  only  further 
underscores  the  necessity  for  a perspec- 
tive that  is  at  once  revolutionary,  proletar- 
ian and  internationalist. 

In  Egypt,  the  struggle  of  the  prole- 
tariat must  be  welded  to  the  defense  of 
the  many  oppressed  layers  in  the  soci- 
ety, including  women,  youth  and  Coptic 
Christians  as  well  as  Bedouins.  Nubians 
and  other  minority  groups.  A workers  and 
peasants  government  would  expropriate 
the  capitalist  class,  including  the  land- 
lords, and  establish  a planned,  collectiv- 
ized economy.  A planned  economy  on  an 
international  scale  would  open  the  way 
to  develop  industry  at  the  highest  level, 
providing  jobs  for  the  impoverished  urban 
masses  and  applying  the  most  advanced 
technology  to  agriculture. 

The  struggle  against  imperialist  domina- 
tion and  the  oppressive  rule  of  the  sheiks, 
kings,  colonels,  ayatollahs,  nationalist  and 
Zionist  rulers  throughout  the  region  can- 
not be  resolved  under  capitalism.  There 
will  be  no  end  to  ethnic  and  national 
oppression,  no  emancipation  of  women, 
no  end  to  the  exploitation  of  working 
people  short  of  a thoroughgoing  proletar- 
ian revolution  that  opens  the  road  to  the 
establishment  of  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East,  as  part  of  the  struggle  for 
world  proletarian  revolution.  To  bring  this 
perspective  to  the  working  class  requires 
the  construction  of  a Leninist  vanguard 
party,  which  will  be  forged  in  combat 
against  the  reformist  “socialists"  and  oth- 
ers who  seek  to  subordinate  the  working 
class  to  the  imperialists,  nationalists  and 
forces  of  Islamic  reaction.  The  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  is  dedicated  to 
forging  such  parties.  ■ 
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1979  Soviet  military  intervention  opened  road  to  emancipation  of  Afghan  women.  Left: 
Troops  from  Soviet  Central  Asia  made  up  large  component  of  Red  Army  in  Afghani- 
stan. Above:  At  Kabul  University  in  1980s,  more  than  half  of  students  were  women. 
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Defend  China... 


(continued  from  page  12) 

to  defend  the  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialist  attack  and  internal 
capitalist  counterrevolution  is  crucial  to 
bringing  to  the  proletariat  in  Australia  as 
well  as  in  Japan,  Europe  and  the  U.S.  the 
consciousness  necessary  to  overthrow 
their  own  exploiters. 

Smash  ANZUS  Through 
Workers  Revolution! 

Obama’s  visit  to  Australia  was  timed  to 
coincide  with  the  60th  anniversary  of  the 
blood-drenched  ANZUS  [Australia,  New 
Zealand,  United  States]  alliance.  The 
signing  of  the  ANZUS  agreement  in  1951, 
just  two  years  after  the  Chinese  Revolu- 
tion and  in  the  midst  of  the  Korean  War, 
followed  the  Australian  capitalist  rulers 
switching  their  dependence  from  Britain 
to  the  U.S.  at  the  end  of  World  War  II. 
ANZUS  immediately  became  a Cold  War 
weapon,  particularly  targeting  the  Soviet 
Union  and  Vietnam.  Under  this  alliance, 
the  U.S.  and  Australian  military  have  car- 
ried out  the  slaughter  of  millions  of  work- 
ers and  peasants  in  counterrevolutionary 
wars  from  Korea  to  Vietnam  as  they  acted 
to  “contain”  pro-Communist  insurgencies 
rolling  across  Asia  in  the  wake  of  the 
unravelling  of  British  and  other  colonial 
rule,  and  the  defeat  of  Japanese  imperial- 
ism in  the  Pacific  War. 

In  Indonesia,  Australia’s  security  forces 
collaborated  with  the  CIA  to  help  or- 
chestrate the  1965-66  military-led  anti- 
communist massacre,  serving  to  “stabi- 
lise” Southeast  Asia  under  the  imperialist 
yoke  at  the  cost  of  more  than  a million 
lives.  The  subsequent  stinging  military 


control  and  capitalist  “stability”  in  the 
region.  This  includes  its  police/military 
occupations  of  East  Timor  and  the  Solo- 
mon Islands,  Butterworth  airforce  base 
in  Malaysia,  training  of  special  forces 
in  Indonesia,  and  training  troops  in  the 
southern  Philippines. 

Under  ANZUS,  Australia  hosts  the  top- 
secret  Pine  Gap  satellite  spy  base  and  pro- 
vides U.S.  access  to  the  Geraldton  track- 
ing station  and  other  facilities  that  were 


Australian 
imperialist 
occupation  force 
in  East  Timor, 
May  2006. 


defeat  of  U.S.  and  Australian  imperial- 
isms in  1975  by  the  heroic  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants  was  a great  victory 
for  the  working  people  of  the  world.  Not 
least,  it  punctured  a hole  in  this  country’s 
“culture”  of  racist  white  supremacy.  The 
proletariat  here  owes  a special  debt  to  the 
Vietnamese  masses — a debt  they  will  be 
in  the  forefront  of  helping  to  repay  when, 
under  the  leadership  of  a revolutionary 
party,  they  sweep  away  Australian  capi- 
talist rule  and  establish  a workers  state. 

Today,  Australian  imperialism  plays  an 
aggressive  role  as  a counterrevolutionary 
gendarme  under  the  U.S.  umbrella,  act- 
ing to  help  shore  up  U.S.  and  Australian 
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key  to  the  imperialists’  counterrevolution- 
ary Cold  War  II  offensive  against  the  for- 
mer Soviet  Union.  Pine  Gap  is  part  of  a 
string  of  U.S.  military  installations  from 
South  Korea  to  Central  Asia  that  assist 
in  bloody  imperialist  interventions  while 
targeting  the  deformed  workers  states, 
particularly  China.  In  2010,  WikiLeaks 
revelations  confirmed  that  Australian 
spy  agencies  target  the  Chinese  military 
and  Canberra’s  beefing  up  of  Australian 
naval  capabilities  is  aimed  at  countering 
China’s  influence,  including  in  the  Asia- 
Pacific.  Leaked  cables  also  report  on  for- 
mer Labor  prime  minister,  now  foreign 
affairs  minister,  Kevin  Rudd  advising 
U.S.  secretary  of  state  Hillary  Clinton  to 
be  prepared  to  use  force  against  China. 

As  part  of  its  military  encirclement  of 
China,  the  U.S.  is  strengthening  a web  of 
reactionary  alliances,  from  South  Korea 
to  Japan  to  the  Philippines,  Indonesia, 
Thailand  and  the  Indian  subcontinent, 
with  Australia  as  a southern  anchor.  In 
the  words  of  Hillary  Clinton,  America  is 
“expanding  our  alliance  with  Australia 
from  a Pacific  partnership  to  an  Indo- 
Pacific  one,  and  indeed  a global  part- 
nership” ("America’s  Pacific  Century,” 
November  2011).  This  is.  in  part,  about 
dominating  vital  sea  lanes,  including  the 
Strait  of  Malacca,  the  narrow  channel 
between  Malaysia  and  Indonesia  through 
which  40  percent  of  the  world’s  trade 
passes,  including  most  of  China’s  oil 
and  a significant  portion  of  its  iron  ore 
imports.  Now  the  U.S.  is  using  China’s 
dispute  with  neighbouring  regimes  over 
the  potentially  resource-rich  Spratly 


Islands  in  the  South  China  Sea  to  ramp 
up  further  military  and  other  pressure 
against  the  Chinese  deformed  workers 
state.  Beijing  claims  the  U.S.  is  sending 
ships  into  these  waters  to  collect  intelli- 
gence close  to  China's  coastal  territories. 
Indeed,  in  April  2001  the  U.S.  was  caught 
out  engaging  in  military/espionage  mis- 
sions off  China’s  coastline  (see  “U.S.  Spy 
Plane  Provocation:  Defend  China!”  WV 
No.  756,  13  April  2001). 

Our  American  section  carries  out  a 
particular  obligation  to  oppose  the  mili- 
tary machinations  of  its  own  ruling  class, 
which  emerged  from  World  War  II  on 
top  among  the  imperialist  powers;  this 
top  cop  of  the  world  is  the  main  military 
threat  to  the  deformed  workers  states  and 
chief  enemy  of  the  peoples  of  the  world. 
As  proletarian  internationalists  we  fight 
to  smash  the  ANZUS  military  alliance 
through  workers  revolution!  We  say:  No 
U.S.  Marines  to  Darwin!  All  U.S.  bases 
and  military  installations  out  now!  We 
stand  for  class-struggle  opposition  to  the 
Australian  imperialist  military.  In  the  tra- 
dition of  our  revolutionary  communist  fore- 
bears— Rosa  Luxemburg,  Karl  Liebknecht 
and  Lenin — we  demand  not  one  person, 
not  one  cent  for  the  Australian  imperial- 
ist military!  Implacably  opposed  to  Aus- 
tralian imperialism,  we  demand  that  U.S./ 
NATO/Australia  get  out  of  Afghanistan 
and  Pakistan  and  that  the  Australian  mili- 
tary get  out  of  Malaysia,  the  Philippines, 
East  Timor  and  the  Solomons  and  keep  its 
bloody  hands  off  the  South  Pacific! 

Today’s  militarisation  of  Australia’s 
north  not  only  targets  the  working  masses 
of  the  region  and  particularly  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state  but  has  also  sharp- 
ened deep  racist  reaction  within  capitalist 
Australia.  Since  2007,  scores  of  Aboriginal 
communities  in  the  Northern  Territory 
have  been  occupied  by  police  and  military 
in  a land  grab  serving  the  bourgeoisie’s 
desire  for  unhindered  access  to  mineral 
resources  on  land  previously  under  some 
measure  of  Aboriginal  self-government. 
Meanwhile  desperate  refugees  have  been 
intercepted  on  the  high  seas  by  heavily 
armed  Australian  naval  vessels  and  turned 
back  or  redirected  to  Indonesia.  The  brutal 
"White  Australia”  capitalist  order  was 
built  on  the  slaughter  and  degradation  of 
the  indigenous  inhabitants  and  the  system- 
atic exclusion  of  Asian  and  dark-skinned 
people.  As  part  of  the  fight  against  the 
whole  capitalist-imperialist  system,  the 
multiracial  Australian  working  class  must 
champion  the  cause  of  the  deeply  oppressed 
Aboriginal  people  and  refugees.  We  say: 
Full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants! 
No  deportations!  Cops  and  military  get  out 
of  Aboriginal  communities  now! 

Nationalist  Laborite 
Anti-Communism 

Renewed  sabre  rattling  against  China 
has  been  met  with  disquiet  by  sections 
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of  the  Australian  bourgeoisie  who  have 
accrued  massive  wealth  from  mineral 
resource  sales  to  China.  In  fact,  it  is  only 
due  to  China’s  booming  resource  markets 
that  Australia’s  economy  has  not  been 
plunged  into  recession  like  most  of  the 
capitalist  world — across  the  U.S.,  Japan 
and  Europe,  millions  have  been  thrown 
out  of  work  and/or  made  homeless.  While 
China  cannot  avoid  the  pressures  of  the 
world  economy  in  which  it  now  plays  a 
significant  part,  it  is  not  subject  to  the 
wild  swings  of  those  market-driven  econ- 
omies which  are  based  on  private  own- 
ership of  the  banks,  mines  and  factories. 
Its  economy  continues  to  grow  at  a rate 
unmatched  by  any  capitalist  country. 

With  China  now  Australia’s  largest 
two-way  trading  partner,  companies  were 
reportedly  lining  up  for  a meeting  with  the 
Chinese  vice-president  when  he  visited 
here  in  2010.  In  contrast,  the  Australian 
Financial  Review  (AFR)  reported  that  the 
state  dinner  with  President  Obama  was 
largely  ignored  by  CEOs,  with  the  heads 
of  [mining  conglomerate]  BHP,  the  major 
banks  and  airline  companies  all  declin- 
ing invitations.  One  company  director 
remarked,  “Corporate  Australia  recog- 
nises our  economy  is  fundamentally  tied 
to  China,  not  America.”  However,  what- 
ever conjunctural  concern  that  sections  of 
Australia’s  capitalist  class  may  have  about 
Obama’s  recent  visit,  they  deeply  share 
U.S.  and  Australian  imperialisms’  strate- 
gic aim  to  restore  capitalist  rule  in  China. 

When  the  Chinese  state-run  Global 
Times  responded  to  Obama's  visit  by 
warning  that  “Australia  surely  cannot 
play  China  for  a fool”  and  that  it  could 
“be  caught  in  the  crossfire,”  Kevin  Rudd 
sharply  responded,  “Our  national  secu- 
rity orientation  is  a matter  of  Australian 
national  sovereignty  and  we  believe  in 
a strong  Australia"  (AFR,  17  November 
2011).  In  the  ALP,  with  its  thoroughly  pro- 
capitalist and  staunchly  anti-communist 
leadership  and  program,  the  bosses  have 
a government  deeply  committed  to  the 
imperialists’  counterrevolutionary  goals. 
In  1949,  the  same  year  the  Chifley  Labor 
government  sent  troops  to  smash  the  pow- 
erful coal  miners  strike,  it  also  dispatched 
warships  to  take  supplies  up  China's  Yang- 
tze River  to  Chiang  Kai-shek’s  counter- 
revolutionary forces.  Backed  by  virtually 
the  entire  reformist  left  in  this  country, 
one  of  the  ALP's  greatest  crimes  against 
the  working  class  was  its  loyal  service  to 
the  imperialists’  drive  to  restore  capital- 
ism in  the  Soviet  Union,  leading  to  the 
counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
world’s  first  workers  state  in  1991-92. 

Today,  while  the  ALP  government 
marches  in  lockstep  with  the  U.S.-led  mili- 
tarism against  China,  the  pro-capitalist 
Laborite  union  misleaders  continue  to  push 
anti-China  protectionism.  Last  August, 
just  prior  to  BlueScope  Steel  announcing 
more  than  1,000  job  cuts,  pro-ALP  union 
tops,  including  Paul  Howes  from  the  Aus- 
tralian Workers  Union,  sought  to  pressure 
the  Gillard  government  to  back  the  U.S. 
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Storia  lllustrata 


People's  Liberation  Army  enters  Beijing  in  January  1949.  Social  revolution 
smashed  landlord/capitalist  rule,  established  workers  state  deformed  by 
Stalinist  bureaucracy. 


campaign  for  China  to  revalue  the  yuan 
in  order  to  protect  Australian  manufac- 
turers. Fostering  the  lie  that  the  workers 
and  the  bosses  share  common  interests, 
they  called  for  a joint  campaign  with  the 
manufacturing  bosses  to  demand  the  gov- 
ernment “muscle  up  to  China."  The  union 
tops  work  overtime  to  tie  workers  to  Aus- 
tralian capitalism  by  portraying  Chinese 
manufacturing  as  a threat  to  jobs.  With 
slogans  like  “Make  it  here,  or  jobs  disap- 
pear," these  nationalist  union  misleaders 
demand  government  subsidies  for  Aus- 
tralian capitalists  and  do  next  to  nothing 
to  mobilise  their  base  in  industrial  action 
against  the  bosses'  attacks  and  govern- 
ment’s anti-union  laws. 

In  opposition  to  this  poisonous 
Laborite  nationalism  and  class  collabora- 
tion. we  fight  to  build  an  internationalist 
revolutionary  workers  party  that  mobi- 
lises the  working  class  in  struggle  in 
complete  political  independence  from  the 
capitalist  exploiters.  Such  a party  will 
stand  on  the  important  but  all  too  rare 
examples  of  international  class-struggle 
action  by  the  organised  labour  move- 
ment, especially  maritime,  including  soli- 
darity with  the  Indonesian  independence 
struggle  in  the  1940s  and  with  the  Viet- 
namese Revolution  in  the  1960s.  Such 
traditions  and  practices  must  be  revived 
and  put  into  practice  around  an  interna- 
tionalist class-struggle  program.  A Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  will  be  built  by  splitting 
the  working-class  base  of  the  ALP  from 
the  pro-capitalist  leadership,  centrally 
through  the  political  fight  to  replace  the 
social-democratic  union  misleaders  with 
a class-struggle,  revolutionary  leadership. 

Reforge  the  Fourth  International! 

In  a 23  November  Lateline  interview 
on  the  ABC,  former  Labor  prime  minister 
Paul  Keating  criticised  the  fact  that 
Obama  delivered  his  anti-China  speech  in 
federal  parliament,  complaining  that  the 
Australian  government  should  not  have 
allowed  itself  to  be  “verballed”  and  "part 
of  that  particular  kabuki  show.  Not  to  be 
fingerprints  all  over  it.”  While  strongly 
backing  the  U.S./Australia  alliance,  Keat- 
ing opined  that  “the  whole  notion  of  Aus- 
tralia as  a middle  power  trying  to  project 


Indiana... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

picketing.  The  Indiana  Chamber  of  Com- 
merce’s first  "right  to  work"  campaign  got 
its  start  in  1955  after  scabs  opened  fire  on 
striking  UAW  workers  at  a piston  ring  plant 
in  New  Castle,  sparking  an  armed  confron- 
tation that  left  several  wounded. 

Two  years  later,  Indiana  became  the  first 
Northern  industrial  state  to  join  the  "right 
to  work”  fold.  A bastion  of  racist  bigotry, 
the  state  was  a natural  fit  for  organizations 
that  combined  vicious  anti-unionism  with 
virulent  racism  in  pushing  for  these  laws.  In 
the  1920s,  Indiana  was  a center  of  Ku  Klux 
Klan  terror  and  murder.  By  the  middle  of 
that  decade,  over  half  the  General  Assem- 
bly, the  governor  and  other  high-ranking 
government  officials  were  Klansmen.  In 
1965,  amid  the  social  ferment  of  the  civil 


an  independent  foreign  policy  was  hugely 
inhibited  by  what  happen[ed]  this  week ." 
Such  nationalist  views  are  widely  imbibed 
by  the  Laborite  reformist  left  in  this 
country,  including  the  Communist  Party 
of  Australia  (CPA)  and  SA. 

The  CPA  welcomed  the  U.S.  presiden- 
tial election  of  Democratic  Party  can- 
didate Obama,  and  the  election  of  the 
Rudd/Gillard  federal  ALP  governments 
here,  in  both  instances  betraying  the  class 
interests  of  workers.  Now  they  complain 
that  Rudd,  Gillard  and  Obama  have  “not 
delivered  on  the  promise  for  change”  and 
moan  that  “Australia’s  sovereignty  was 
torn  to  shreds  last  week  in  Canberra”  by 
Obama’s  visit.  Similarly  peddling  nation- 
alist bourgeois  pacifism,  SA  declare  “US 
bases  in  Australia  a setback  for  peace"  (30 
November  2011)  and  call  for  "a  foreign 
policy  that  serves  the  99%  in  Australia." 
Opposed  to  independent  class  opposition 
to  imperialist  militarism  and  worried  that 
Australian  imperialism’s  interests  are 
being  overlooked  for  those  of  its  U.S.  big 
brother,  these  “little  Australia"  national- 


rights  movement,  the  “right  to  work”  stat- 
ute was  repealed,  after  struggles  in  defense 
of  the  union  shop  by  the  UAW  and  other 
unions  had  largely  rendered  it  a dead  letter. 

With  vicious  racism  a fault  line  in  the 
U.S.  to  this  day.  black  rights  and  union 
rights  will  either  go  forward  together  or 
fall  back  separately.  It  is  crucial  for  the 
working  class  to  defend  every  gain  it  has 
won,  beginning  with  the  very  existence 
of  the  unions.  TUrning  back  the  ruling- 
class  war  against  labor,  black  people  and 
other  minorities  requires  breaking  the 
labor  movement  from  its  political  subser- 
vience to  the  Democrats.  The  fight  for  a 
class-struggle  leadership  of  the  unions  is 
an  integral  part  of  forging  a revolutionary 
workers  party,  the  necessary  instrument 
to  lead  all  the  exploited  and  the  oppressed 
in  overthrowing  the  decaying  capitalist 
system  and  replacing  it  with  a planned 
economy  under  a workers  government.  ■ 


ist  opponents  of  revolutionary  Marxism 
echo  and  regularly  call  for  a vote  to  the 
anti-Communist,  anti-China  Greens,  who 
have  long  demanded  to  bring  Australian 
“troops  home”  from  Afghanistan  in  order 
to  defend  bloody  Australian  imperialist 
interests  in  the  region.  This  in  fact  dove- 
tails with  the  militarisation  of  the  Asia- 
Pacific  sought  by  Obama  and  Gillard. 

The  imperialist  build-up  comes  at  a 
time  when  sharp  economic  crisis  grips  the 
capitalist  world  and  underlines  how  capi- 
talism in  its  epoch  of  imperialist  decay 
leads  inexorably  to  war,  unless  the  prob- 
lem is  destroyed  at  its  roots  by  socialist 
revolution.  Under  the  system  of  capital- 


Geronimo... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Scrabble.  I can  attest  to  this  because  we 
played  many  games,  and  once  in  a while 
he  let  me  win. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  convey,  simul- 
taneously, the  deadly  nature  and  the  absur- 
dity of  the  COINTELPRO  lies  that  made 
their  way  into  Geronimo’s  prison  file.  They 
claimed  that  he  participated  in  a scheme  to 
kill  guards  with  poison  darts  and  to  kidnap 
guards’  children  and  hold  them  hostage. 
But  these  lies  greatly  inflamed  guards  and 
endangered  his  life,  so  he  had  to  fight  the 
lies,  and  he  did  so  vigilantly. 

It  had  taken  a federal  case  to  gain  his 
release  from  solitary,  but  that  did  not  stop 
the  lies  and  the  vendetta.  Beginning  in  1989, 
as  PDC  staff  counsel,  I represented  Geron- 
imo, along  with  his  longtime  counsel  Stu- 
art Hanlon  (who  also  represented  one  of  the 
SF8)  in  a federal  suit.  The  suit  was  aimed 
at  stopping  the  retaliation  against  Geronimo 
for  his  fighting  to  expose  COINTELPRO. 
and  also  at  literally  keeping  him  alive.  The 
suit  was  against  officials  of  the  California 
Department  of  Corrections  (CDC),  who 
got  in  the  habit  not  only  of  lying  about 
Geronimo  but  of  transferring  him  from 
prison  to  prison,  away  from  his  family,  as 
a prime  tool  of  retaliation.  From  1989  until 
his  release  in  1997, 1 traveled  up  and  down 
the  state,  from  the  Sierra  foothills  to  the 
Tehachapi  Mountains  to  the  Mexican  bor- 
der. visiting  Geronimo  and  fighting  the 
CDC.  Stuart  Hanlon  and  I were  kicked  out 
of  Tehachapi  Prison  for  eating  potato  chips, 
routinely  permitted,  because  such  a vin- 
dictive atmosphere  had  been  whipped  up 
against  Geronimo. 

We  in  the  PDC,  LBL  and  SL  publicized 
the  suit  against  the  CDC  and  gained  an 
ever-widening  circle  of  labor  support  to 
free  Geronimo.  By  about  1994,  unions  rep- 
resenting hundreds  of  thousands  were  on 
record  on  his  behalf.  That  support,  together 
with  the  very  important  assistance  of  sev- 
eral particularly  friendly  journalists,  was 
critical  in  keeping  Geronimo’s  case  in  the 
public  eye.  Geronimo  kept  at  it,  and  we 
kept  at  it.  We  hoped  for  a break,  and  finally 
one  came  in  1996.  At  the  time,  many  of  the 
frame-up  perpetrators  were  either  dead  or 
retired,  and  the  D.A.’s  office  in  L.A.  was  in 
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Beijing,  October  2009:  Anti-aircraft  missile  vehicles  in  parade  on  60th  anni- 
versary of  Chinese  Revolution. 


ist  imperialism,  the  ruling  classes  of  the 
richest  capitalist  countries  are  compelled, 
through  their  very  inner  workings  and 
thirst  for  profits,  into  an  unrelenting  drive 
for  new  markets,  ever-greater  supplies  of 
natural  resources  and  sources  of  cheap 
labour  in  the  neocolonial  countries.  The 
various  imperialist  bourgeoisies  enforce 
their  neocolonial  looting  and  protect  their 
spheres  of  exploitation  through  the  expan- 
sion of  their  military  might.  As  Karl  Marx 
made  clear,  the  workers  of  all  countries 
must  unite,  rejecting  the  divide-and-rule 
capitalist  machinations  parroted  by  the 
current  misleaders  of  the  working  class, 
to  throw  out  their  exploiters  and  take  the 
future  in  their  own  hands. 

Since  the  1991-92  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union,  a world-historic  defeat  for 
the  international  proletariat,  the  working 
class  has  been  taking  a beating  with  few 
workers  today  identifying  their  struggles 
with  the  ideals  of  socialism.  However, 
contrary  to  the  wishes  of  the  capitalist- 
imperialist  rulers,  class  struggle  cannot  be 
legislated  or  repressed  out  of  existence  but 
is  a product  of  class-divided  society.  As 
long  as  capitalist  exploitation  and  oppres- 
sion exists  new  struggles  will  inevitably 
break  out,  including  against  imperialist 
militarism. 

Like  our  comrades  in  the  U.S.,  Japan 
and  other  sections  of  the  ICL.  comrades 
of  the  Spartacist  League  of  Australia  fight 
to  build  a revolutionary  vanguard  party 
to  lead  the  multiracial  working  people  in 
this  country  in  sweeping  away  the  capital- 
ist rulers  and  establishing  their  own  class 
rule.  This  requires  an  intransigent^  prole- 
tarian internationalist  perspective.  Down 
with  Australian  imperialism!  Defend  the 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state!  For  a 
workers  republic  of  Australia,  part  of  a 
socialist  Asia!  ■ 


much  need  of  a facelift  after  the  Rodney 
King  debacle.  Some  of  you  may  not  know 
what  that  is  but  you  can  ask  later.  It  was 
bad  for  the  Los  Angeles  D.  A.  A lower  court 
judge  in  L.A.  granted  Geronimo  a hearing, 
which  ultimately  led  to  his  release  in  June 
1997  when  the  conviction  was  overturned, 
unfortunately  on  the  narrowest  possible 
grounds.  A dismissal  of  the  charges  fol- 
lowed a couple  of  years  later. 

Through  27  years  of  California  prison 
hell  Geronimo  remained  unbroken  and 
unbowed.  He  fought  the  prison  officials 
who  regularly  endangered  his  life,  he 
fought  to  prove  his  innocence,  and  he 
fought  to  assist  other  victims  of  capitalist 
injustice.  Now  I want  to  say  to  all  of  you 
out  there:  As  you  know,  we  live  in  a period 
of  increased  state  repression,  and  the  state 
has  pretty  much  unlimited  resources.  We 
need  your  help  to  continue  the  fight  to 
free  the  class-war  prisoners  and  to  defend 
those  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of 
the  whole  of  the  working  people.  A small 
but  fitting  tribute  to  Geronimo  would  be 
for  those  of  you  who  aren’t  PDC  sustain- 
ed to  become  sustained  tonight.  I hope 
that  you  will  consider  that.  ■ 
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Defend  China  Against  Imperialism, 
Capitalist  Counterrevolution! 


U.S.,  Australia  Reinforce 
Alliance  Against  China 


Left:  Barack  Obama  with  Australian  prime  minister  Julia  Gillard  on  November  17  at  air  force  base  in  Darwin,  Australia 
where  2,500  U.S.  Marines  are  to  be  stationed.  Right:  Guided  missile  destroyer  USS  Stethem  leads  Indonesian  ships 
in  Indian  Ocean  exercise,  November  20. 


At  the  Pentagon  on  January  5.  Barack 
Obama,  surrounded  by  top  military  brass, 
announced  a shift  in  military  strategy 
that,  he  made  clear,  puts  China  more 
directly  in  U.S.  imperialism’s  crosshairs. 
While  Washington  is  planning  nearly 
$500  billion  in  spending  cuts,  this  would 
still  make  U.S.  military  spending  greater 
than  that  of  the  next  ten  countries  com- 
bined. As  it  firms  up  its  imperialist  alli- 
ances with  Japan  and  Australia  with  its 
turn  toward  the  Asia-Pacific  region,  the 
Obama  White  House  promises  a “leaner 
and  meaner”  military,  centrally  to  target 
China,  the  largest  and  most  powerful  of 
those  countries  today  that  have  overthrown 
capitalist  rule.  Obama  also  renewed  U.S. 
threats  against  capitalist  Iran,  which  has 
been  subjected  to  increasing  imperialist 
sanctions  and  provocations.  Below  we 
reprint  an  article,  edited  for  publication 
in  WV,  from  Australasian  Spartacist  No. 
215  (Summer  2011/12),  newspaper  of  the 
Spartacist  League  of  Australia. 

Australasian - 

SPARTACIST  % 

On  17  November,  in  an  address  to  the 
Australian  federal  parliament,  visiting  U.S. 
president  Barack  Obama  announced  that 
American  imperialism  intends  to  make  its 
“presence  and  mission  in  the  Asia  Pacific  a 
top  priority."  “The  United  States  is  a Pacific 
power,  and  we  are  here  to  stay,”  declared  the 
U.S.  Commander-in-Chief.  The  day  before, 
in  a direct  provocation  against  the  People’s 
Republic  of  China,  Obama  and  Labor  Party 
(ALP)  prime  minister  Julia  Gillard  jointly 
announced  a deepening  of  U.S.  military 
ties  with  Australia.  The  agreement  includes 
expanded  U.S.  access  to  air  and  naval  bases 
in  the  Northern  Territory  and  Western  Aus- 
tralia, and  a permanent  troop  presence  in 
Darwin  of  2,500  Marines  by  2016-17. 

In  2009  the  ALP  government  released 
a Defence  White  Paper  that  outlined  a 
vast  program  of  military  spending  while 
hawkishly  targeting  China.  Alongside 
Canberra’s  increasing  militarisation  of 
the  north,  this  build-up  is  designed  to 
work  in  concert  with  the  expansion  of 
U.S.  military  forces  in  Australia  under 
the  reactionary  U.S./Australia  alliance. 
A second-rate  jackal  imperialist  power, 
Australia  looks  to  the  U.S.  for  protection. 
As  such.  Canberra  has  offered  its  services 
in  countless  dirty  murderous  operations, 
including  the  U.S.-led  wars  and  occupa- 
tions in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  while  pur- 
suing its  own  predatory  interests  in  the 
region.  The  projected  Marine  air  ground 
taskforce  in  Darwin  will  provide  Wash- 
ington with  a rapid  intervention  force  to 
carry  out  whatever  forward  imperialist 
dirty  work  is  required. 

Obama’s  “strategic  decision"  for  U.S. 
imperialism  to  play  a larger,  long-term 
role  in  “shaping  this  region  and  its  future" 
is  ominous  for  the  worker  and  peasant 
masses  of  Asia.  Having  now  withdrawn 


troops  from  Iraq  and  projecting  to  scale 
down  in  Afghanistan,  Washington  is  once 
again  focusing  its  gun  sights  on  China 
after  being  temporarily  deflected  follow- 
ing September  11,  2001.  Obama  demands 
China  “play  by  the  rules"  of  capitalism  and, 
using  language  straight  out  of  the  1950s 
Cold  War  and  1980s  Cold  War  II  against 
the  Soviet  Union,  lectures  that  "prosperity 
without  freedom  is  just  another  form  of 
poverty"!  For  the  imperialists,  "freedom” 
means  being  at  liberty  to  loot  impover- 
ished and  subjugated  nations,  fomenting 
racism  and  communalist  slaughter  as  they 
ensure  their  continued  class  rule  over  the 
exploited  masses. 

The  proletariat  of  the  U.S.,  Australia 
and  throughout  Asia  have  a vital  interest 
in  vigorously  opposing  this  imperialist 
militarism.  We  Trotskyists  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  have  long 
stressed  that  the  future  for  workers  in 
Australia  lies  in  common  struggle  with 
the  working  masses  of  Asia  against  capi- 
talist exploitation.  Our  fight  for  a workers 
republic  of  Australia  is  part  of  our  per- 
spective for  socialist  revolutions  through- 
out Southeast  Asia  and  beyond.  Key  to 
this  proletarian  internationalist  perspec- 
tive is  our  unconditional  military  defence 
of  the  Chinese  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state  against  imperialist  attack 
and  internal  capitalist  counterrevolution. 

In  1949,  China  experienced  a profound 
social  revolution  as  the  peasant-based  Peo- 
ple’s Liberation  Army  (PL A)  led  by  Mao 
Zedong’s  Communist  Party  (CCP)  over- 
threw the  imperialist-backed  bourgeois- 


nationalist  regime  of  Chiang  Kai-shek’s 
Guomindang.  The  victory  of  Mao’s  PLA 
destroyed  the  Chinese  capitalist  state, 
smashing  the  rule  of  the  Chinese  bourgeoi- 
sie and  landlords,  and  liberated  the  Chi- 
nese masses  from  the  yoke  of  imperialist 
subjugation.  It  led  to  the  development  of  a 
collectivised  economy  that  laid  the  basis 
for  massive  social  progress  for  the  worker 
and  peasant  masses,  particularly  women. 

However,  unlike  the  1917  Russian  Rev- 
olution, which  was  carried  out  by  a class- 
conscious proletariat  guided  by  the  Bolshe- 
vik internationalism  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky, 
the  1949  Chinese  Revolution  was  bureau- 
cratically deformed  from  its  inception 
under  the  rule  of  Mao  Zedong’s  Stalinist 
peasant-based  CCP  regime.  Resting  atop 
the  workers  state,  this  parasitic  nationalist 
bureaucratic  caste  modelled  itself  on  the 
Stalinist  regime  in  Russia  that,  beginning 
with  a political  counterrevolution  in  1923- 
24,  usurped  political  power  from  the  work- 
ing class.  Despite  decades  of  the  bureauc- 
racy’s “market  reforms,”  China’s  economy 
remains  dominated  by  state-controlled 
banks  and  the  core  of  its  heavy  industry 
remains  collectivised,  an  historic  gain  for 
the  world’s  working  class  that  the  imperi- 
alists have  long  sought  to  overthrow. 

The  imperialists  want  to  return  China 
to  the  pre-1949  days  of  unbridled  imperi- 
alist exploitation.  In  seeking  to  restore 
capitalist  rule,  they  pursue  a multi-pronged 
strategy  of  economic  and  political  subver- 
sion combined  with  intensifying  military 
pressure  against  China.  In  contrast  to  social- 
democratic  reformists  such  as  Socialist 


Alliance  (SA),  who  pronounce  China  cap- 
italist and  join  with  pro-imperialist  coun- 
terrevolutionary causes  from  “Free  Tibet” 
to  "independence”  for  the  anti-communist 
bastion  of  Taiwan,  we  Marxists  declare 
that  it  is  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  inter- 
national proletariat  to  defend  China  and 
other  countries  where  capitalism  has  been 
overthrown — today,  North  Korea,  Laos, 
Vietnam  and  Cuba.  This  includes  sup- 
porting North  Korea’s  and  China’s  devel- 
opment and  testing  of  nuclear  weapons 
and  their  delivery  systems  as  a deterrent 
against  the  threat  of  annihilation  by  the 
nuclear-armed  imperialists  in  Washing- 
ton, backed  by  their  lackeys  in  Canberra. 

At  the  same  time,  the  ICL  fights  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  the  de- 
formed workers  states  to  oust  the  Stalinist 
misleaders,  whose  bureaucratic  misman- 
agement and  conciliation  of  imperialism 
pave  the  way  for  counterrevolution.  The 
Chinese  bureaucracy,  in  its  pursuit  of 
"peaceful  coexistence"  with  imperialism, 
have  supported  the  U.S.-led  "war  on  ter- 
ror under  which  banner  the  imperialists 
have  occupied  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  while 
threatening  one  of  China’s  main  oil  sup- 
pliers, Iran.  Proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion, establishing  regimes  based  on  work- 
ers democracy  and  an  internationalist 
perspective,  would  be  a beacon  for  the 
oppressed  working  masses  of  Asia  and 
the  entire  world.  Ultimately,  to  defend  and 
extend  the  gains  of  these  social  revolu- 
tions requires  fighting  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion in  the  imperialist  centres.  The  fight 
continued  on  page  10 
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Iraq  Hellhole 

Made  in  U.S.A, 


Shift  Military  Forces 


Imperialists 


All  U.S.  Troops,  Mercenaries  Out  of 
the  Near  East,  Afghanistan  Now! 


Left:  Falluja  flattened,  depopulated  in  2004  by  U.S.  military.  Right:  Sectarian 
bomb  attack  in  Nassiriya,  January  5.  Imperialist  occupation  unleashed  com- 
munal warfare  in  Iraq. 


On  December  18.  the 
U.S.  rulers  withdrew 
virtually  all  uniformed 
soldiers  from  Iraq,  after 
having  subjected  that 
country  to  over  a decade 
of  starvation  sanctions, 
two  devastating  wars 
and  brutal  military  occu- 
pation. In  announcing  the  withdrawal, 
which  frees  up  the  U.S.  military  to  focus 
its  firepower  elsewhere  and  in  no  way 
marks  the  end  of  U.S.  intervention  in 
Iraq,  President  Barack  Obama  hailed  the 
country  as  a “model  for  the  entire  region." 
But  the  reality  is  that  Iraq,  once  one  of 
the  more  advanced  countries  in  the  Near 
East  and  a regional  cultural  center,  lies  in 
ruins,  a testament  to  the  nature  of  capital- 
ism in  its  imperialist  stage  of  decay. 

By  some  estimates,  more  than  1.2  mil- 
lion people  have  been  killed  in  Iraq  since 
the  2003  U.S.  invasion,  in  addition  to  some 
1.5  million  killed  earlier  through  starva- 
tion sanctions  under  the  aegis  of  the  UN. 
Repeated  U.S.  military  attacks  on  civilian 
neighborhoods  and  the  communal  war- 
fare, especially  between  Sunni  and  Shi’ite 
Arabs,  unleashed  by  the  occupation  have 
driven  roughly  five  million  people  from 
their  homes.  With  the  country’s  infrastruc- 
ture demolished,  electrical  shortages  are 
the  norm,  40  percent  of  the  population 
lacks  access  to  potable  water  and  many 
families  live  in  desperate  poverty  with- 
out sufficient  food.  According  to  the  UN, 
almost  one-third  of  Iraqi  children  between 
the  ages  of  six  months  and  five  years  suf- 
fer from  acute  or  chronic  malnutrition. 

An  estimated  30,000  detainees,  a third 
of  whom  were  turned  over  to  Iraqi  forces 
by  the  departing  U.S.  troops,  rot  in  pris- 


ons with  no  hope  of  a trial  or  even,  in 
many  cases,  contact  with  their  families. 
According  to  Amnesty  International  and 
the  Red  Cross,  the  hideous  tortures  com- 
monly used  to  extract  “confessions” — 
which  in  hundreds  of  cases  have  served 
as  the  basis  for  death  sentences — include 
electric  shocks,  suffocation,  breaking 
limbs,  ripping  out  fingernails,  piercing 
the  body  with  drills  and  rape  using  sticks 
or  bottles.  Such  sadistic  acts  closely  paral- 
lel those  that  were  routinely  carried  out  by 
U.S.  forces  at  detention  centers  through- 
out Iraq,  such  as  the  notorious  Camp 
Nama  on  the  outskirts  of  Baghdad,  where 
the  torture  inflicted  on  detainees  was  far 
more  gruesome  than  that  documented  in 
photos  from  Abu  Ghraib  prison. 

Exemplifying  the  impunity  with  which 
U.S.  troops  have  indiscriminately  killed 
Iraqi  civilians,  the  Marine  who  in  2005 
led  the  coldblooded  massacre  of  24  men, 
women  and  children  in  Haditha  was 
recently  let  off  with  a simple  reduction  in 
rank.  Even  Washington’s  puppet  regime  in 
Baghdad  considered  it  impolitic  last  fall  to 
extend  the  agreement  granting  U.S.  troops 
immunity  from  Iraqi  prosecution.  The 
Obama  administration  chose  not  to  leave 
regular  troops  in  Iraq  but  instead  to  main- 
tain a small  army  of  5,500  mercenaries 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State  Depart- 
ment, which  is  running  an  11,000-person 
embassy.  The  U.S.  also  is  operating  a fleet 
of  surveillance  drones  in  Baghdad.  By  this 
arrangement,  the  mercenaries  will  report- 


edly be  granted  diplomatic  immunity. 

Throughout  the  occupation,  the  U.S. 
imperialists  manipulated  and  reinforced 
sectarian  divisions,  including  by  mobiliz- 
ing Shi’ite  militias  and  the  Kurdish  pesh 
merga  to  crush  Sunni  insurgents  in  Falluja 
in  2004  as  U.S.  forces  leveled  that  city. 
Bombings  of  residential  neighborhoods, 
assassinations  of  religious  pilgrims  and 
other  forms  of  interethnic  bloodletting, 
while  not  reaching  the  gory  levels  of  five 
years  ago,  have  escalated  in  recent  weeks. 
Throughout  the  occupation.  Christians 
and  other  smaller  minorities  have  been 
victims  of  violence. 

Helping  to  touch  off  the  renewed  wave 
of  communalist  slaughter,  in  October 
the  Shi'ite-dominated  government  of 
Prime  Minister  Nuri  al-Maliki  launched 
a roundup  of  hundreds  of  mainly  Sunni 
Muslims  accused  of  being  former  mem- 
bers of  Saddam  Hussein’s  Ba’ath  Party 
and  issued  an  arrest  warrant  for  Vice 
President  Tariq  al-Hashimi,  the  coun- 
try’s highest-ranking  Sunni  official.  With 
the  Shi’ite  dominance  of  the  government 
in  Baghdad,  Iran  has  gained  significant 
influence  in  Iraq  while  itself  being  a tar- 
get of  increased  imperialist  economic 
sanctions  and  U.S./Israeli  military  threats. 
The  deepening  sectarian  bloodshed  under- 
lines the  fact  that  Iraq  is  not  a nation  but 
rather  a patchwork  of  different  peoples 
and  ethnicities — primarily  Shi’ite  Arabs, 
Sunni  Arabs  and  Kurds — carved  out  of 
the  collapsing  Tbrkish  Ottoman  Empire 


by  the  British  imperial- 
ists at  the  end  of  the  First 
World  War. 

The  nightmare  that 
has  been  inflicted  upon 
the  Iraqi  peoples  by  both 
Democratic  and  Repub- 
lican administrations  in 
Washington  reflects  the 
normal  workings  of  imperialism — from 
the  massacres  by  U.S.  troops  in  the  Phil- 
ippines following  the  Spanish-American 
War  to  the  slaughter  of  millions  of  work- 
ers and  peasants  by  American  and  other 
imperialists  during  counterrevolutionary 
wars  against  Korea  and  Vietnam.  The 
scramble  among  the  capitalist-imperialist 
powers  for  markets,  natural  resources  and 
sources  of  cheap  labor  necessarily  pro- 
duces a drive  toward  war — colonial-style 
wars  as  well  as  interimperialist  conflicts 
(e.g..  World  Wars  I and  II).  Along  with 
exploiting  the  working  class  at  home, 
the  capitalist  classes  of  North  America, 
Europe  and  Japan  exploit  and  oppress  the 
downtrodden  masses  of  Asia,  Africa  and 
Latin  America,  imposing  inhuman  condi- 
tions on  billions  of  people. 

Defeat  U.S.  Imperialism 
Through  Workers  Revolution! 

As  with  the  2001  attack  on  Afghani- 
stan, when  the  U.S.  launched  the  invasion 
of  Iraq,  it  was  asserting  its  right  to  run 
roughshod  over  the  planet.  The  Spartacist 
League/U.S.  declared  (WV  No.  800,  28 
March  2003): 

"It  is  in  the  class  interest  of  the  inter- 
national proletariat  to  clearly  take  a 
side  in  defense  of  Iraq  without  giving 
any  political  support  to  the  bloody  Sad- 
dam Hussein  regime.  Every  victory  for 
the  U.S.  imperialists  can  only  encour- 
age further  military  adventures.  In  turn, 
every  humiliation,  every  setback,  every 
defeat  they  suffer  will  serve  to  assist 
the  struggles  of  working  people  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  globe.” 

We  continue  to  demand  the  immediate  and 
continued  on  page  2 


Oakland 

JANUARY  30 — Two  days  ago,  the  Oak- 
land Police  Department  (OPD) — aided  by 
14  other  police  agencies — turned  down- 
town streets  into  a virtual  war  zone,  fir- 
ing tear  gas,  smoke  bombs,  flash-bang 
grenades  and  "less  lethal"  beanbag  and 
rubber  bullets  at  Occupy  Oakland  dem- 
onstrators. The  protesters  had  assembled 
to  take  over  an  abandoned  building  and 
turn  it  into  a neighborhood  community 
center.  By  the  end  of  the  night,  the  cops, 
with  batons  swinging,  had  trapped  hun- 
dreds of  protesters  outside  a downtown 
YMCA.  In  total,  some  400  people  were 
arrested,  many  for  “failure  to  disperse." 
even  as  the  trapped  demonstrators  were 
chanting,  "Let  us  leave!”  A 19-year-old 
woman  was  hospitalized  with  internal 


Cops  Attack  Occupy  Protesters,  Again 


bleeding  after  being  beaten  by  the  cops. 
Free  the  protesters!  Drop  all  the  charges! 

At  a press  conference  the  next  day. 
Democratic  mayor  Jean  Quan  denounced 
the  protesters  as  “violent"  while  City 
Council  member  Ignacio  De  La  Fuente 
accused  them  of  engaging  in  “domestic 
terrorism.”  Coming  in  the  wake  of  Obama's 
National  Defense  Authorization  Act. 
which  enshrines  into  law  the  indefinite 
detention  of  American  citizens,  this  is  a 
deadly  serious  charge. 

It  is  the  OPD  that  terrorizes  the  streets 
of  Oakland,  attacking  protesters,  occupy- 
ing the  ghettos  and  gunning  down  blacks 
and  other  minorities  with  impunity.  The 
brutality  of  the  OPD  is  so  notorious  that  it 
is  being  threatened  with  federal  receiver- 


ship. This  stems  from  the  nearly  decade- 
old  settlement  of  the  infamous  Oakland 
"Riders"  case,  where  a murderous  gang  of 
cops  (named  after  the  KKK  nightriders) 
was  unleashed  on  the  West  Oakland 
ghetto  as  part  of  the  racist  “war  on  drugs.” 
Such  federal  interventions  are  not  about 
"justice”;  they  are  a con  game  designed 
to  clean  up  the  image  of  the  police.  As  a 
Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth  Club  comrade 
underlined  at  an  October  29  Occupy  Oak- 
land rally  held  to  protest  the  police  attack 
that  left  Iraq  war  veteran  Scott  Olsen 
fighting  for  his  life  (see  WV  No.  990,  1 1 
November  2011):  "Along  with  the  courts, 
prisons  and  military,  the  cops  make  up 
the  armed  fist  of  the  state,  which  defends 
the  property  and  profits  of  the  capitalist 


ruling  class.  Cops  are  not  workers,  they 
are  strikebreakers.  They  shot  Oscar  Grant 
down  in  cold  blood.  Cops  are  not  potential 
allies,  they  are  our  enemy." 

Addressing  the  populist  politics  of  the 
Occupy  movement,  our  comrade  continued: 
“The  slogan  ‘We  are  the  99  percent'  actu- 
ally blurs  the  class  line  and  disguises  the 
class  nature  of  the  capitalist  state  and  all 
its  political  parties.... 

“The  current  economic  crisis  has  sparked 
the  mass  protests.  But  to  actually  end 
exploitation  and  oppression,  you  have 
to  do  something  fundamentally  differ- 
ent. We  are  fighting  to  build  a multi- 
racial revolutionary  workers  party  that 
will  lead  the  workers  in  smashing  the 
capitalist  state,  expropriating  the  banks 
and  corporations  and  building  a socialist 
world  in  which  those  who  labor  rule."  ■ 


Iraq... 

(continued  from  page  1 ) 

unconditional  withdrawal  of  U.S.  troops 
and  mercenaries  from  Iraq,  Afghanistan 
and  the  Near  East. 

Above  all,  we  stressed  that  the  chief 
means  of  defending  neocolonial  Iraq 
against  the  overwhelming  military  might 
of  American  imperialism  was  through 
international  class  struggle,  particularly 
in  the  U.S.  The  U.S.  rulers'  devastation 


of  Iraq — carried  out  in  the  name  of  the 
“war  on  terror” — went  hand  in  hand  with 
their  onslaught  against  working  people  at 
home,  from  gutting  union  rights  and  slash- 
ing health  care  to  driving  down  wages. 
This  open-ended,  concocted  “war"  has 
also  served  as  the  pretext  for  shredding 
democratic  rights  at  home  and  massively 
increasing  the  state’s  repressive  powers, 
targeting  not  only  Muslim  immigrants 
but  also  black  people  and  the  multiracial 
working  class  as  a whole.  Centrally,  we 
have  sought  to  promote  the  understanding 


that  the  historic  task  of  the  working  class 
is  to  sweep  away  the  imperialist  order 
through  socialist  revolution. 

Our  revolutionary  perspective  stands 
in  stark  contrast  to  that  of  reformist 
"socialists”  like  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO),  Workers  World 
Party  and  Party  for  Socialism  and  Libera- 
tion. These  groups  built  a liberal-pacifist 
“antiwar  movement"  designed  to  mobilize 
masses  of  people  in  the  streets  to  pressure 
the  imperialist  rulers  to  "stop  the  war”  in 
Iraq.  Seeking  to  forge  a political  alliance 
with  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie  that  saw 
the  Iraq  quagmire  as  a losing  proposition 
for  U.S.  imperialism,  the  various  antiwar 
coalitions  set  up  by  the  reformists  never 
raised  the  basic  demand  to  defend  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan  against  imperialist  attack. 

The  reformists  and  their  antiwar  coali- 
tions promoted  such  slogans  as  “money 
for  jobs  and  health  care,  not  war” — as  if 
it  is  possible  to  convince  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers to  reorder  their  priorities  to  serve 
human  needs.  Contrary  to  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  myth  of  government  "by  and 
for  the  people.”  the  policies  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism are  determined  not  by  the  elector- 
ate or  by  pressure  from  mass  demonstra- 
tions but  by  the  interests  of  the  capitalist 
ruling  class,  as  overseen  by  the  Republi- 
cans and  Democrats  alike.  By  sowing  the 
illusion  that  the  Democrats  in  office  could 
be  pressured  to  carry  out  a humanitarian 
foreign  policy  and  to  meet  the  needs  of 
working  people  at  home,  the  reformists 
act  to  retard  the  political  consciousness  of 
workers  and  radical-minded  youth,  oppos- 
ing the  perspective  of  proletarian  revolu- 
tion as  the  only  way  out  of  imperialist 
war,  racist  oppression  and  poverty. 

Pentagon  Changes  Focus 

The  "Anybody  but  Bush”  sentiment 
pushed  by  the  ISO  and  other  reformists 
at  the  antiwar  protests  came  to  full  flower 
with  their  enthusiasm  for  Obama  in  2008, 
who  will  undoubtedly  enjoy  at  least  their 
backhanded  support  this  November  as  a 
“lesser  evil.”  During  the  election  cam- 
paign, Obama  promised  that  as  president 
he  would  draw  down  troop  levels  in  Iraq 
and  escalate  the  war  in  Afghanistan.  As 
president,  Obama  has  stepped  up  military 
incursions  in  Pakistan,  joined  in  launch- 
ing a war  against  Muammar  Qaddafi's 
Libya  and  carried  out  murderous  drone 
strikes  in  half  a dozen  countries.  Today, 
the  withdrawal  of  forces  in  Iraq  has  coin- 
cided with  a sharp  buildup  of  U.S.  combat 
troops  and  warships  in  the  Persian  Gulf  as 
the  U.S.  and  European  powers  ratchet  up 


military  and  economic  pressure  aimed  at 
forcing  Iran  to  abandon  its  nuclear  pro- 
gram. Stationed  within  85  miles  of  the 
Iranian  border,  the  U.S.  contingent  in 
Kuwait  has  been  transformed  into  a major 
“quick  reaction”  force  of  15,000  troops. 

On  January  23,  the  European  Union 
imposed  a total  ban  on  oil  purchases  from 
Iran  that  is  to  start  on  July  1,  adding  to  the 
sanctions  imposed  in  November  by  Wash- 
ington. When  Iran  threatened  to  respond 
by  closing  the  Strait  of  Hormuz,  through 
which  nearly  35  percent  of  globally  traded 
oil  passes,  U.S.  officials  threatened  to 
"take  action”  and  sent  an  aircraft  car- 
rier, accompanied  by  British  and  French 
warships,  through  the  strait  as  a warn- 
ing. Meanwhile.  Israeli  officials  continue 
to  threaten  the  possibility  of  air  strikes 
against  nuclear  research  sites  in  Iran. 

The  stated  purpose  of  these  belligerent 
moves  is  to  stop  Iran’s  purported  attempts 
to  develop  nuclear  weapons.  Workers  must 
oppose  any  economic  sanctions  against 
Iran,  which  are  an  act  of  war.  Iran  has 
repeatedly  stated  that  its  nuclear  program 
is  intended  solely  for  peaceful  purposes. 
In  fact,  in  the  face  of  imperialist  nuclear 
blackmail  and  continuing  military  threats, 
it  would  be  entirely  rational  and  neces- 
sary for  Iran  to  pursue  developing  nuclear 
weapons  and  adequate  delivery  systems  to 
deter  attack. 

In  the  event  of  any  military  attack  by 
the  U.S.  or  Israel  on  Iran,  working  people 
and  the  oppressed  internationally  must 
not  be  neutral  but  must  take  a clear  side 
with  Iran.  As  Marxists,  we  do  not  give  an 
iota  of  political  support  to  the  reaction- 
ary Islamic  regime  in  Iran.  But  it  is  the 
nuclear-armed  U.S.  imperialists  who  are 
the  main  enemy  of  the  world’s  working 
people  and  oppressed. 

The  unrivaled  military  dominance  of 
the  U.S.  today  is  the  result  of  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92,  which  removed  a vital 
counterweight  to  American  imperialism. 
The  rape  of  Iraq  is  one  of  the  grim  con- 
sequences of  that  world-historic  defeat  for 
the  international  working  class.  Currently, 
the  U.S.  is  stepping  up  its  years-long  drive 
toward  military  encirclement  of  China,  the 
largest  of  the  remaining  countries  that  have 
overthrown  capitalist  rule  and  as  such  the 
chief  strategic  target  of  U.S.  imperialism. 
Although  bureaucratically  deformed  from 
its  inception  in  the  1949  Revolution,  the 
Chinese  workers  state  is  based  on  a collec- 
tivized economy  and  represents  a historic 
gain  for  the  world  proletariat. 

With  the  U.S.  redirecting  its  forces  from 


Soviet  Defensism  and 
World  Revolution 

Seventy-five  years  ago,  Leon  Trotsky,  co- 
leader with  V.l.  Lenin  of  the  1917  October 
Revolution,  made  a statement  denouncing 
the  ongoing  Moscow  Trials  and  bloody 
purges  of  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  which 
usurped  political  power  from  the  Soviet  pro- 
letariat beginning  in  1923-24.  That  address, 
excerpted  below,  was  read  out  to  a mass 
meeting  in  New  York  City  and  spurred  the 
formation  of  the  Dewey  Commission,  which 
investigated  and  refuted  Stalin's  sinister  frame-up  charges  that  Trotsky  had  conspired 
with  Hitler  to  destroy  the  Soviet  Union.  As  Trotsky  stressed,  it  was  Stalinist  bureau- 
cratic rule  that  fatally  undermined  the  Soviet  workers  state.  In  Trotsky’s  footsteps,  the 
1CL  fought  to  the  end  against  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  the  USSR  and  carries 
forward  the  fight  for  new  October  Revolutions  worldwide. 

The  fundamental  acquisitions  of  the  October  Revolution,  the  new  forms  of  property 
which  permit  the  development  of  the  productive  forces,  are  not  yet  destroyed,  but  they 
have  already  come  into  irreconcilable  conflict  with  the  political  despotism.  Socialism 
is  impossible  without  the  independent  activity  of  the  masses  and  the  flourishing  of  the 
human  personality.  Stalinism  tramples  on  both.  An  open  revolutionary  conflict  between 
the  people  and  the  new  despotism  is  inevitable.  Stalin’s  regime  is  doomed.  Will  the  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  or  workers’  democracy  replace  it?  History  has  not  yet  decided 
this  question.  The  decision  depends  also  upon  the  activity  of  the  world  proletariat.... 

If  our  generation  happens  to  be  too  weak  to  establish  socialism  over  the  earth,  we 
will  hand  the  spotless  banner  down  to  our  children.  The  struggle  which  is  in  the  offing 
transcends  by  far  the  importance  of  individuals,  factions,  and  parties.  It  is  the  struggle 
for  the  future  of  all  mankind.  It  will  be  severe.  It  will  be  lengthy.  Whoever  seeks  physi- 
cal comfort  and  spiritual  calm,,  let  him  step  aside.  In  time  of  reaction  it  is  more  con- 
venient to  lean  on  the  bureaucracy  than  on  the  truth.  But  all  those  for  whom  the  word 
socialism  is  not  a hollow  sound  but  the  content  of  their  moral  life — forward!  Neither 
threats,  nor  persecutions,  nor  violations  can  stop  us!  Be  it  even  over  our  bleaching 
bones,  the  truth  will  triumph!  We  will  blaze  the  trail  for  it.  It  will  conquer!  Under  all 
the  severe  blows  of  fate,  I shall  be  happy,  as  in  the  best  days  of  my  youth,  if  together 
with  you  I can  contribute  to  its  victory!  Because,  my  friends,  the  highest  human  happi- 
ness is  not  the  exploitation  of  the  present  but  the  preparation  of  the  future. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “I  Stake  My  Life!"  (1937),  reprinted  in 
Leon  Trotsky  Speaks  (1972) 
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Mumia  Out  of  Solitary 


On  January  27,  class-war  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  was  finally  re- 
leased from  solitary  confinement  into 
the  general  prison  population  at  SCI 
Mahanoy  in  Frackville,  Pennsylva- 
nia. In  the  last  issue  of  WV,  we  pub- 
lished a letter  by  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  protesting  that  prison 
authorities  had  vindictively  kept 
Mumia  in  solitary  under  onerous  spe- 


cial restrictions  following  the  decision 
by  the  Philadelphia  district  attorney  to 
not  seek  a new  death  sentence.  In  a 
message  thanking  those  who  signed 
petitions  on  his  behalf — some  5,500 
people,  according  to  freemumia.com 
— or  wrote  statements  of  support. 
Mumia  noted  that  "this  is  only  part 
one”  in  the  struggle  for  freedom.  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Our  beloved  comrade  Fred  Zierenberg  died 
in  Berlin  of  brain  cancer  on  January  19,  two 
weeks  before  his  63rd  birthday.  Fred  fought  for 
35  years  as  a communist  cadre  and  leader  of 
our  party.  At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  a 
member  of  the  International  Executive  Com- 
mittee of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  and  of  the  Central 
Committee  of  the  Spartakist  Workers  Party  of 
Germany  (SpAD).  All  the  sections  of  our  inter- 
national feel  pain  and  sorrow  at  Fred’s  death. 

Our  thoughts  are  with  his  wife  and  comrade, 
Birgit,  and  their  best  friend.  Wolf. 

Fred  was  born  3 February  1949  in  West  Ber- 
lin. NATO’s  front-line  city  in  the  Cold  War.  His 
parents  were  metal  workers.  Like  thousands  of 
students  and  working-class  youth,  he  was  polit- 
icized in  the  1960s  during  a wave  of  radical- 
ization  spurred  in  large  part  by  the  May  1968 
general  strike  in  France  and  revulsion  against 
the  U.S.  wtir  in  Vietnam.  In  Germany,  this  layer 
of  youth  began  to  reject  the  anti-communism  of 
the  Social  Democratic  Party  (SPD).  But  those 
in  search  of  a path  to  genuine  Marxism  in  Ger- 
many were  hindered  by  the  complete  break  in 
revolutionary  continuity  that  was  precipitated 
by  the  Nazi  destruction  of  the  German  work- 
ers movement.  Trotskyist  cadre  in  Europe  were 
killed,  imprisoned  or  driven  underground  by 
the  Nazis,  as  well  as  being  targets  of  the  Stalin- 
ists. As  a result,  developments  in  the  Trotsky- 
ist movement  internationally  from  1933  to  1945 
were  not  accessible  to  those  emerging  from  the 
wreckage  of  Nazi  Germany.  Nor  were  Trotsky’s 
writings  widely  available. 

Toward  the  end  of  1968,  Fred  and  other 
youth  coalesced  into  a group  that  became  the 
International  Communists  of  Germany  (IKD) 
and  its  affiliated  Communist  Youth  Organiza- 
tion (KJO).  In  his  early  twenties.  Fred  became 
a leader  of  the  KJO,  which  at  times  mobilized 
thousands  of  students  and  working-class  youth. 

The  IKD/KJO  were  formed  in  opposition  to  the 
policy  of  deep  entrism  into  the  SPD  that  had 
been  championed  by  the  Pabloist  United  Secre- 
tariat of  Ernest  Mandel.  In  the  course  of  mak- 
ing a complete  break  from  liquidationist  Pabloism, 
which  rejects  the  necessity  of  building  independent 
Trotskyist  parties  worldwide,  Fred  was  won  over  to 
the  Spartacist  tendency’s  fight  for  the  rebirth  of  the 
Fourth  International.  Fred  also  had  to  break  from  the 
idea,  shared  by  much  of  the  left,  that  the  SPD  was  a 
capitalist  party,  becoming  convinced  of  Lenin’s  analy- 
sis that  it  is  a bourgeois  workers  party.  He  came  to 
understand  that  the  strategic  task  of  revolutionaries  in 
Germany  is  to  split  the  proletarian  base  of  the  SPD, 
a historic  mass  party  of  the  working  class,  from  its 
pro-capitalist  leadership. 

In  1975  Fred  became  a sympathizer  of  the  Trotskyist 
League  of  Germany  (TLD),  a predecessor  of  the  SpAD. 
After  joining  in  1977,  he  made  decisive  contributions 


to  building  the  German  section  and  forging  our  inter- 
national tendency,  helping  to  restore  revolutionary  con- 
tinuity in  Germany  by  bridging  the  gap  in  knowledge 
about  the  Marxists  of  the  19th  century  and  those  of  the 
early  20th.  In  1979,  he  became  a full  member  of  the 
TLD’s  Central  Committee.  Later,  as  an  International 
Executive  Committee  member,  he  also  intervened 
into  key  political  fights  in  other  sections,  especially  in 
France,  where  he  lived  and  worked  in  the  mid  1980s. 
Fred  also  worked  closely  with  the  Spartacist  Group  of 
Poland,  playing  a central  role  in  advancing  the  Marxist 
education  of  our  comrades  in  Warsaw. 

At  a January  1980  student  government  teach-in  on 
Afghanistan  at  Frankfurt  University,  Fred  suffered 
a near-fatal  knife  wound  to  his  back  when  Mao- 


ists and  reactionary  Islamists  staged  a deadly 
attack  on  TLD  comrades  and  sympathizers. 
The  prior  month,  the  Soviet  Army  had  inter- 
vened into  Afghanistan  at  the  invitation  of  the 
left-nationalist  Afghani  government  to  prevent  a 
CIA-backed  Islamic  fundamentalist  takeover 
of  the  country.  Uniquely  on  the  left,  our 
party  forthrightly  declared,  "Hail  Red  Army  in 
Afghanistan!  Extend  the  social  gains  of  the 
October  Revolution  to  the  Afghan  peoples!" 
During  Fred's  months-long  recovery,  there  was 
a huge  outpouring  of  protest  internationally 
against  the  cowardly  attack,  including  from 
dozens  of  trade  unionists. 

A key  to  becoming  a Marxist  revolutionary 
in  Germany  is  breaking  free  of  the  pervasive 
view  that  the  entire  German  people — regard- 
less of  class — were  responsible  for  the  Nazis, 
World  War  II  and  the  Holocaust.  Fred,  along 
with  other  comrades  in  the  SpAD  and  ICL, 
fought  for  years  to  arm  our  German  section 
against  this  lie  of  “collective  guilt.”  In  a 2005 
educational,  he  explained  that  “collective  guilt” 
is  a central  ideological  means  used  by  the  Ger- 
man bourgeoisie,  the  SPD  and  the  Greens  to 
“let  those  who  are  really  guilty  off  the  hook: 
the  German  bourgeoisie,  the  ruling  class  at  that 
time  and  today.” 

At  the  ICL’s  Second  International  Conference 
in  1992,  Fred  gave  a presentation  on  the  fight 
for  the  continuity  of  the  Fourth  International, 
in  which  he  emphasized  the  destructive  role 
of  Pabloism  in  Germany.  He  dedicated  his  last 
two  years  to  deepening  his  study  of  the  history 
of  German  Trotskyism,  especially  that  of  our 
tendency.  Fred  sought  to  make  comprehensible, 
particularly  to  younger  comrades,  the  debates 
within  post-war  German  Trotskyism  and  how 
and  why  he  came  to  Spartacist  politics. 

In  November  2009,  shortly  before  he  was 
diagnosed  with  cancer,  Fred  was  the  main 
reporter  at  an  SpAD  day  school  in  Berlin  focus- 
ing on  our  fight  in  1989-90  against  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  East  German  deformed 
workers  state.  This  struggle  for  the  revolution- 
ary reunification  of  Germany  represented  the 
largest-ever  deployment  of  our  forces  internationally, 
and  Fred  was  part  of  its  leadership.  Printed  in  Spar- 
takist  No.  181  (January  2010),  his  talk  concludes,  "Our 
banner  is  unsullied.  We  say  that  we  are  the  party  of 
the  Russian  Revolution,  which  means:  We  have  main- 
tained the  continuity  of  the  Bolshevik  program  of 
Lenin  and  we  strive  to  apply  it  in  class  struggles.  Our 
task  is  to  reforge  the  Fourth  International,  the  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution." 

Fred  was  loved  and  respected  for  his  breadth  of 
knowledge  as  well  as  his  humor,  warm  humanity 
and  integrity.  There  can  be  no  better  tribute  to  Fred 
than  to  continue  the  struggle  to  which  he  devoted  his 
life:  the  building  of  an  internationalist  revolutionary 
workers  party. 


Iraq,  Commander-in-Chief  Obama  on  Jan- 
uary 5 unveiled  a new  Pentagon  strategy 
document  that  calls  for  a “rebalance”  of 
the  U.S.  military  “toward  the  Asia-Pacific 
region”  to  counter  China.  In  recent  years, 
Washington  has  strengthened  military  ties 
with  the  Japanese  imperialists  and  has  con- 
tinued to  buttress  capitalist  Taiwan.  Adding 
to  the  U.S.  military  bases  encircling  China, 
from  South  Korea  and  Japan  to  Afghanistan 
and  Kyrgyzstan,  Obama  announced  plans 
in  November  to  deploy  2,500  Marines  to 
Darwin  in  northern  Australia  (see  “U.S., 
Australia  Reinforce  Alliance  Against 
China,”  WVNo.  994,  20  January). 

Ultimately,  the  aim  of  the  U.S.  and 
other  imperialists  is  to  destroy  the  Chi- 
nese workers  state  and  restore  bourgeois 
rule  in  order  to  turn  the  mainland  into  one 
gigantic  sweatshop  for  the  generation  of 
capitalist  profits.  It  is  in  the  direct  interest 
of  the  international  proletariat  to  defend 
China  against  the  imperialists  and  internal 
forces  of  capitalist  counterrevolution.  At 
the  same  time,  as  Trotskyists  we  fight  for 
proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
parasitic  Stalinist  bureaucrats  and  to  estab- 
lish a regime  based  on  workers  democracy 
and  revolutionary  internationalism. 

The  imperialist  fervor  against  China  and 
Iran  will  continue  to  heat  up  as  the  Novem- 
ber elections  draw  nearer.  Adding  fuel  to 
the  fire  is  the  trade-union  officialdom, 
which  wallows  in  chauvinist  anti-China 
trade  protectionism  and  pro-imperialist 


flag-waving.  Avid  supporters  of  the  capital- 
ist Democratic  Party,  this  bureaucracy  is  the 
central  obstacle  to  winning  the  U.S.  work- 
ing class  to  the  understanding  that  it  has  the 


social  power  to  eradicate  capitalist  imperi- 
alism and  the  wars  this  system  breeds.  It  is 
through  political  struggle  against  the  pro- 
gram of  class-collaborationism  put  forward 


by  the  leaders  of  the  working  class  and  the 
reformist  left  that  the  revolutionary  workers 
party  necessary  to  lead  the  working  class  to 
power  will  be  forged.  ■ 


Honoring  Three  Women  Leaders  of  the  ICL 


Prometheus  Research  Series  No.  6 is  a tribute  to  the  lives  and  work 
of  three  top  women  cadres  of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist).  This  month  marks  the  20th  anniversary  of 
the  death  of  one  of  these  exceptional  comrades,  Martha  Phillips. 

Martha  was  murdered  in 


Martha  Phillips 
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February  1992  at  her  post 
in  Moscow,  where  she  was 
a prominent  leader  of  the 
ICL’s  struggle  to  reimplant 
the  revolutionary  program 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolshevik  Party  in  the 
Soviet  Union,  then  in 
the  throes  of  capitalist 
counterrevolution. 

We  honor  Martha  Phillips, 
Susan  Adams  and 
Elizabeth  King  Robertson, 
whose  lifelong  commitment 
to  reforging  the  Fourth 
International  remains 
an  inspiration. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Left:  Student  protester  denounces  Zionist  butcher  Michael  Oren  at  UC  Irvine,  8 February  2010.  Right:  Aftermath  of  bloody  Israeli  assault  on 
Gaza,  2008. 


Victimized  for  Protesting  Israeli  War  Criminal 


Overturn  the  Convictions  of 


the  Irvine  1 1 / 


LOS  ANGELES— On  23  September  2011, 
an  Orange  County.  California,  court  con- 
victed ten  of  eleven  Muslim  students 
charged  with  "conspiracy  to  disrupt  a 
public  meeting”  and  “disruption  of  a 
public  meeting"  for  protesting  Michael 
Oren,  Israel’s  Ambassador  to  the  U.S., 
during  his  speech  on  8 February  2010  at 
University  of  California  Irvine  (UCI).  For 
the  crime  of  exposing  this  Zionist  butcher, 
who  the  students  decried  as  an  “accom- 
plice to  genocide,”  they  were  each  sen- 
tenced to  three  years  of  informal  proba- 
tion, 56  hours  of  community  service  and 
$270  in  fines!  The  ten  defendants  have 
filed  to  appeal  their  convictions.  We  in 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  demand:  Over- 
turn the  convictions! 

The  students  are  fully  justified  in 
denouncing  the  likes  of  Michael  Oren. 
A former  paratrooper  and  Israel  Defense 
Forces  (IDF)  spokesman,  Oren  coordi- 
nates Israeli  and  U.S.  bloody  interests  in 
the  Near  East  and  shares  responsibility  for 
the  relentless  oppression  of  the  Palestin- 
ian people.  This  war  criminal  praises  the 
IDF  massacre  of  some  1,400  Palestinians 
during  its  heinous  assault  on  the  Gaza 
Strip  in  2008  and  lauds  Israeli  comman- 
dos who  slaughtered  nine  people  aboard 
the  Turkish  aid  ship  Mavi  Marmara  in 
May  2010.  Among  the  many  victims  of 
the  2008  attack  on  the  Gaza  Strip  were 
cousins  of  one  of  the  Irvine  protesters. 

The  legal  offensive  against  the  Irvine 
11  followed  in  the  wake  of  discipline  by 
the  UCI  administration.  Based  on  big- 
brother  surveillance  of  e-mail  traffic, 
UCI  accused  the  Muslim  Student  Union 
(MSU)  of  organizing  the  protest  against 
Oren.  The  administration  suspended  the 
group  for  a quarter,  placed  it  on  proba- 
tion for  another  two  years  and  ordered 
its  members  to  collectively  perform  100 
hours  of  community  service.  The  UCI 
administration,  the  D.A.  and  the  courts 
are  making  it  clear  that  they  will  tolerate 
no  protest  against  Washington’s  alliance 
with  Israel.  U.S.  imperialism’s  staunch- 
est ally  in  the  Near  East.  As  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee,  the  class-struggle 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 


associated  with  the  Spartacist  League, 
stated  in  a 14  February  2011  letter  sent 
to  the  D.A.,  “These  prosecutions  serve  as 
well  to  engender  an  atmosphere  of  para- 
noia and  hysteria,  especially  targeting 
Muslims,  and  to  intimidate  into  silence 
anyone  who  speaks  out  against  the  brutal 
colonial  occupation  of  Iraq  or  Afghani- 
stan, or  who  defends  the  Palestinians 
against  murderous  assault  by  the  Zionist 
state.”  Down  with  the  UCI  administra- 
tion’s disciplinary  measures  against  the 
MSU!  Reinstate  the  MSU! 

To  manufacture  a case  against  the 
Irvine  11,  the  D.A.  issued  five  search 
warrants  for  the  private  e-mails  of  the 
defendants  and  other  UC  Irvine  students 
without  their  or  their  lawyers’  knowl- 
edge. Among  the  thousands  of  e-mails 
read  by  the  D.A.  and  turned  over  to  the 
court  were  those  supposedly  protected 
by  attorney-client  privilege.  Since  the 
case  was  based  entirely  on  this  illegally 
obtained  communication,  prosecutors 
dropped  the  charges  against  one  of  the 
students  in  exchange  for  community 
service.  The  D.A.  also  attempted  to 
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Pro-Palestinian  Columbia  University 
professor,  Joseph  Massad,  targeted 
in  2005  Zionist  campus  witchhunt. 


intimidate  students  to  testify  against  their 
peers,  in.  at  least  one  case  sending  the 
D.A.’s  Special  Prosecutions  Unit  to  bang 
on  a student’s  windows  at  7 a.m.  yelling. 
"Police,  open  up!"  In  another  instance, 
they  went  to  the  house  of  a student’s 
grandmother  and  accused  her  of  hiding 
her  granddaughter. 

The  MSU  is  a religious  organization 
that  has  sponsored  public  events  at  UCI 
in  defense  of  the  Palestinians.  These 
events  have  featured  speakers  espousing 
generally  liberal  politics,  including  anti- 
Zionist  rabbis  and  capitalist  politicians 
like  Cynthia  McKinney.  Religion  and 
nationalism  are  bourgeois  ideologies, 
and  in  the  Near  East  they  are  the  main 
obstacles  to  the  workers  achieving  class 
consciousness.  But  regardless  of  political 
differences,  students  and  workers  must 
defend  everyone  who  is  targeted  by  the 
capitalist  state  and  reactionary  forces 
for  protesting  U.S.  imperialism  and  its 
bloody  allies  and  for  expressing  solidar- 
ity with  the  oppressed. 

The  outrageous  criminal  conviction  of 
the  Irvine  11  for  "disrupting”  Michael 
Oren  occurs  in  the  context  of  the  decade- 
long  "war  on  terror.”  which  began  under 
Republican  George  W.  Bush  and  has  been 
continued  with  a vengeance  by  Democrat 
Barack  Obama.  Designed  to  justify  wars 
abroad,  at  home  the  “war  on  terror"  has 
provided  a new  justification  for  gov- 
ernment repression  against  its  perceived 
opponents.  For  example,  the  recently 
passed  National  Defense  Authorization 
Act  (NDA  A)  gives  the  state  nearly  unlim- 
ited powers  to  abduct  and  imprison  any- 
one it  deems  as  a threat,  including  U.S. 
citizens  (see  "Obama  Ramps  Up  'War  on 
Terror’  at  Home,"  WV  No.  993, 6 January). 

Zionist  groups  on  campuses  across  the 
country  have  for  years  smeared  anyone 
who  dares  even  suggest  the  Palestinian 
people  have  a right  to  exist  as  an  "anti- 
Semite”  or  “terrorist.”  At  UCI,  groups 
like  the  Zionist  Organization  of  America 


(ZOA)  and  StandWithUs  have  undertaken 
a years-long  campaign  against  the  MSU. 
In  2004,  when  a few  dozen  Muslim  UCI 
students  wore  green  stoles  with  Arabic 
writing  at  graduation,  the  ZOA  com- 
plained that  the  stoles  incited  terrorism 
against  Jews  and  Israel.  That  year,  the 
ZOA  also  filed  complaints  against  the 
university  with  the  U.S.  Education 
Department’s  Office  for  Civil  Rights, 
alleging  that  talks  given  by  speakers 
invited  by  the  MSU  were  anti-Semitic. 
And  when  the  MSU  invited  George  Gal- 
loway (then  a British  Member  of  Parlia- 
ment) to  come  to  UCI  and  raise 
money  for  medical  aid  to  the  people  of 
Gaza,  the  ZOA  wrote  to  the  Chief  Cam- 
pus Counsel  claiming  that  the  MSU  was 
using  the  university  as  a fund-raising 
base  for  Hamas!  In  today’s  climate,  being 
accused  of  supporting  a “terrorist”  group 
has  led  to  imprisonment,  or  even  disap- 
pearance into  the  torture  chambers  of  a 
military  brig. 

Defend  the  Palestinians  and 
Their  Supporters! 

As  revolutionary  Trotskyists,  we  seek 
to  win  students  and  youth  to  a Marxist 
worldview,  to  taking  a side  with  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  against  capitalist 
imperialism.  Against  Zionism  as  well  as 
all  variants  of  Arab  nationalism,  we 
understand  that  the  only  solution  to  the 
problem  of  Israel/Palestine,  where  two 
peoples  have  valid,  conflicting  claims  to 
a small  territory,  lies  through  the  joint 
struggle  of  Jewish  and  Palestinian  Arab 
workers,  connected  to  class  struggle 
throughout  the  region.  A just  solution  is 
not  possible  under  capitalism.  The  only 
road  to  peace  in  the  Near  East  is  socialist 
revolution.  This  requires  a revolutionary 
struggle  not  only  against  the  Zionist 
butchers  and  the  various  dictators,  mul- 
lahs and  monarchs  who  rule  the  rest  of 
the  region,  but  also  against  the  paymaster 
of  oppression  in  the  Near  East — the 
American  bourgeoisie.  Defend  the  Pales- 
tinians! All  Israeli  troops  and  settlers  out 
of  the  Occupied  Territories!  Down  with 
U.S.  imperialism!  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Young  Spartacus 


Only  Workers  Revolution 
Can  End  Capitalist  Immiseration 


SYC  Speaker  at  NY  Holiday  Appeal 


Young  Spartacus 

27th  annual  PDC  Holiday  Appeal  at  union  hall  in  lower  Manhattan,  January  6. 


We  print  below  a speech,  edited  for 
publication,  by  Rosie  Gonzalez  of  the  New 
York  Spartacus  Youth  Club.  The  speech 
was  given  on  January  6 at  the  Partisan 
Defense  Committee's  Holiday  Appeal  for 
Class-War  Prisoners  in  New  York. 

Welcome!  My  name  is  Rosie  and  this 
is  my  third  Holiday  Appeal.  I joined 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Club  a little  over 
a year  ago,  after  I broke  from  radical- 
liberal  activism.  I came  to  understand 
the  class  nature  of  the  capitalist  state,  the 
social  power  of  the  labor  movement,  and 
based  on  this  I learned  that  it  is  simply 
not  enough  to  just  have  good  intentions 
and  to  put  your  body  on  the  street.  One 
must  have  a party  based  on  a Marxist 
program,  developed  through  the  study  of 
victories  and  defeats  of  the  past.  Now  1 
can  stand  here  and  say:  We  Trotskyists 
of  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  demand  the 
immediate  freedom  of  all  class-war  pris- 
oners and  all  fighters  against  capitalist 
oppression!  We  say  they  should  not  have 
spent  one  second  in  jail. 

We  do  not  rely  on  the  capitalist  injustice 
system  to  free  these  brave  men  and  women. 
The  SYCs  fight  against  any  illusions  in  the 
bourgeois  state  on  the  campuses,  in  dem- 
onstrations, and  in  the  streets.  We  fight 
to  win  youth  to  the  side  of  the  working 
class — this  is  where  the  social  power  lies 
in  the  struggle  for  the  liberation  of  blacks, 
women  and  all  of  the  oppressed.  We  of 
the  SYC  understand  that  only  through 
workers  revolution  will  the  racist  horrors 
of  American  capitalism  be  tossed  into  the 
dustbin  of  history — all  the  fighters  against 
oppression,  the  women  and  men  that  are 
behind  bars  today,  tomorrow  will  be  free. 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  are  the  youth 
groups  of  the  Trotskyist  Spartacist  League, 
the  U.S.  section  of  the  International  Com- 


munist League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 
We  intervene  into  social  struggles  armed 
with  a revolutionary-internationalist  pro- 
gram. At  Zuccotti  Park  we  intervened 
into  different  demonstrations  surrounding 
the  “Occupy"  movement.  We  did  sales, 
gave  a presentation  about  Marxism  to  a 
left-wing  group  called  “Class  War  Camp" 
and  we  protested  the  police  repression  of 
the  Occupiers. 

We  also  took  students  and  other  youth 
with  us  to  the  Verizon  strike  pickets  to 
show  them  some  class  struggle  and  why 
the  defense  of  unions  is  so  central.  The 
working  class  has  been  on  the  defensive  for 
years  now,  particularly  since  the  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union.  At 


the  same  time,  every  strike  is  an  opening 
for  the  Spartacist  League  to  show  the  need 
to  fight  for  class-struggle  leadership. 

The  politics  of  the  protesters  whom  we 
met  at  Occupy  Wall  Street  ranged  any- 
where from  open  patriotism  to  anarchoid 
idealism.  We  found  that  the  best  way  to 
show  them  the  power  of  the  revolutionary 
working  class  was  to  study  the  Russian 
Revolution.  We  encountered  real  interest 
at  our  class  series  on  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution at  City  College  (CCNY).  We  pre- 
sented the  lessons  of  this  world-historic 
working-class  victory  as  a counterposition 
to  the  stupefying,  populist,  anti-Marxist 
slogan  of  “We  are  the  99  percent,”  which 
does  not  recognize  the  sharp  class  divi- 


sions in  society  and  instead  disguises  the 
class  nature  of  the  capitalist  state  and  all 
of  its  political  parties.  It  lumps  the  work- 
ing class  together  with  the  petty  bourgeoi- 
sie and  even  parts  of  the  capitalist  class  as 
well.  The  truth  is  that  the  problem  is  not 
the  “greed"  of  the  bankers  (although  there 
is  plenty  of  that);  the  problem  is  the  whole 
capitalist  system  itself.  What  is  really  nec- 
essary is  the  mobilization  of  the  working 
class  against  the  property-owning  capital- 
ist class.  The  working  class  has  the  social 
power  and  the  historic  interest  to  over- 
throw the  whole  capitalist  profit  system 
and  lay  the  basis  for  a socialist  society 
free  from  exploitation  and  oppression. 

The  Russian  Revolution  showed  us  how 
the  Bolsheviks  led  the  workers,  organized 
in  soviets,  to  power  and  threw  off  the 
chains  of  oppressive  imperial  Russia.  The 
working  class  took  state  power  and  got  rid 
of  the  capitalist  profit  system  altogether. 
This  is  our  model — for  new  October  Rev- 
olutions worldwide! 

This  sets  us  apart  from  so-called  social- 
ists like  Workers  World  Party  and  the 
International  Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
who  are  lapping  up  the  liberal  politics  of 
the  Occupy  movement.  Workers  World 
called  the  Occupy  protests  a “fledgling 
revolution”  and  the  ISO  recently  stated 
that  they  had  “fundamentally  shifted  the 
political  landscape  in  the  U.S.”  Tell  that 
to  workers  like  the  militant  ILWU  pick- 
ets in  Longview,  Washington,  who  were 
attacked  by  the  cops  last  year.  That’s  the 
political  landscape!  So  the  question  is 
why  would  these  self-proclaimed  social- 
ist organizations  be  uncritically  hailing 
a movement  that  has  no  intention  of  dis- 
mantling capitalism?  Because  they  have 
no  interest  in  dismantling  capitalism.  In 
continued  on  page  10 


Cops  Shoot  Down  Students  in 


Mexico 


We  print  below  a translation  of  a 17  De- 
cember 201 1 leaflet  issued  by  our  comrades 
of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League,  and  its  youth  group,  Juventud 
Espartaquista.  The  leaflet  denounces  the 
brutal  state  repression  against  student  pro- 
testers in  the  southwestern  Mexican  state  of 
Guerrero.  The  murderous  cop  attack  was 
ordered  by  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolu- 
tion (PRD)  state  governor  Angel  Aguirre 
and  by  the  federal  government  of  the  right- 
wing  clericalist  National  Action  Party 
(PAN).  As  opposed  to  much  of  the  left, 
which  capitulates  to  the  bourgeois-populist 
PRD,  we  Marxists  fight  for  the  political 
independence  of  the  Mexican  proletariat. 
As  the  statement  explains,  the  PAN.  PRD 
and  Institutional  Revolutionary  Party 
(PRI) — which  ran  the  country  for  seven 
decades  until  its  2000  electoral  defeat — 
are  all  bourgeois  parties  whose  differences 
“can  be  reduced  to  how  best  to  administer 
the  capitalist  system  of  exploitation." 

* * * 

17  DECEMBER  201 1— At  least  since  last 
November,  students  at  the  Rural  Teachers 
College  in  Ayotzinapa,  Guerrero,  have 


December  12: 
Victim  of 
cop  assault 
lies  dead 
on  highway 
in  Guerrero. 


kept  up  a movement  to  demand  an  increase 
in  admissions,  higher  food  stipends,  job 
assignments  upon  graduating,  and  a guar- 
antee that  their  school  will  not  be  shut 
down.  PRD  governor  Angel  Aguirre,  to- 
gether with  the  PAN  federal  government, 
responded  to  these  basic  demands  on 
December  12  by  unleashing  police  terror 
against  a student  protest  on  the  Autopista 
del  Sol  [Mexico  City-Acapulco  highway!. 
The  repressive  forces  of  the  state — fed- 
eral, municipal  and  judicial  police — 
opened  fire  on  the  students,  killing  two 
of  them:  four  more  were  wounded,  22 


arrested,  and  20  have  been  reported  dis- 
appeared (La  Jornada , 14  December). 
Although  21  of  the  arrested  are  now  free, 
one  of  them,  Gerardo  Perez  Torres,  is  still 
in  jail — accused  of  firing  at  the  students! 
Active  and  massive  solidarity  with  the 
students  of  Guerrero  is  needed,  in  partic- 
ular mobilizing  the  support  of  the  work- 
ing class.  An  injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to 
all!  Free  Gerardo  Perez  Torres  now! 

The  demands  of  rural  teachers  college 
students  have  changed  very  little  in  the 
last  50  years,  and  in  all  this  time  the 
response  of  the  ruling  Capital ists/land- 


Guerrero 

owners — especially  but  not  only  in  Guer- 
rero— has  varied  from  class  disdain  to 
more  abject  police/military  brutality.  It  is 
no  accident  that  none  other  than  [former 
PRI  governor]  Ruben  Figueroa,  member 
of  a long  line  of  brutal  Guerrero  caciques 
[local  political  bosses]  who  is  responsible 
for  the  1995  massacre  in  the  town  of 
Aguas  Blancas,  has  come  out  in  defense 
of  Governor  Aguirre.  The  bourgeoisie 
allocates  resources  for  education  in  pro- 
portion to  what  its  own  priorities  require 
for  the  training  of  capitalist  society’s 
future  administrative,  technical  and  ideo- 
logical personnel.  Aside  from  that,  they 
couldn’t  care  less  about  the  general  educa- 
tion of  the  masses  of  exploited  and 
oppressed — especially  poor  peasants  and 
indigenous  people.  We  communists  fight 
for  free,  quality  education  for  all — in  the 
city  and  in  the  countryside — with  open 
admissions  and  student  stipends.  Placing 
education  at  the  service  of  the  workers 
and  peasants  requires  putting  an  end  to 
the  system  of  capitalist  exploitation, 
which  is  dedicated  to  producing  profits 
for  the  numerically  small  bourgeoisie, 
through  a socialist  revolution  that  expro- 
priates the  bourgeoisie  and  establishes  a 
collectivized,  planned  economy  to  satisfy 
the  needs  of  the  population. 

The  calls  for  "punishment  for  the 
guilty"  and  against  impunity  only  sow 
illusions  in  the  capitalist  state,  which 
continued  on  page  II 
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State,  Media  Cover  Up  Murders  of  Immigrants 


The  Fourth  Reich  and  Its  Nazis 


Germany 


The  following  article  is  translated  from 
Spartakist  No.  191  (January  2012),  news- 
paper of  our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist- 
Arbeiterpartei  Deutschlands. 

In  early  November,  it  was  revealed 
that  a Nazi  terror  group,  calling  itself  the 
"National  Socialist  Underground”  (NSU), 
had  murdered  eight  immigrants  of  Turk- 
ish and  Kurdish  descent  and  one  of  Greek 
origin  between  2000  and  2006.  A single 
pistol  was  used  in  all  the  murders.  Enver 
Simsek,  Abdurrahim  Oziidogru,  Suley- 
man Taskopru,  Habil  Kilic,  Mehmet 
Turgut,  Ismail  Yasar,  Theodoros  Boulga- 
rides,  Mehmet  Kubasik  and  Halit  Yozgat 
were  executed  outright  in  plain  view  of 
the  bourgeois  state.  The  same  Nazi  kill- 


SPARTAKIST 


ers  are  also  responsible  for  a 2004  bomb 
attack  on  Cologne's  Keupstrasse,  a street 
with  mostly  immigrant  residents,  which 
left  22  people  injured,  some  of  them 
severely. 

Now  there  are  reports  of  links  between 
the  NSU  and  the  Nazi  milieu  both  in  Lud- 
wigshafen,  where  an  arson  attack  in  2008 
killed  eight  residents  of  Turkish  origin, 
and  in  the  Saarland  town  of  Volklingen. 
where  over  the  last  five  years  there  have 
been  countless  arson  attacks  on  immi- 
grants' homes  that  have  injured  20  people. 
Ties  between  the  Verfassungsschutz  [VS, 
domestic  intelligence  service|  and  the 
Nazi  murder  gangs  have  come  to  light, 
and  there  is  enormous  anger — not  only 
among  ethnic  minorities — over  the  deep 
involvement  of  the  bourgeois  state  in  the 
murderous  Nazi  terror. 

Only  last  summer,  the  mass  murder 
of  social-democratic  youth  and  others  in 
Norway  by  the  fascist  Anders  Breivik  was 
dismissed  as  "the  deed  of  an  individual," 
and  Breivik  was  declared  “insane."  In  the 
Italian  city  of  Florence,  a fascist  recently 
murdered  two  Senegalese  street  vendors 
and  injured  three  other  immigrants.  Here 
too,  the  mayor  of  Florence,  Matteo  Renzi. 
spoke  of  the  "insane  act  of  an  individual," 
although  the  murderer  was  at  least  associ- 
ated with  the  fascist  Ezra  Pound  group. 
Back  in  1980,  the  state  presented  a fas- 
cist attack  on  Oktoberfest  that  killed  13 
people  and  injured  211  as  the  act  of  an 
“insane  individual"  while  dismissing  any 
link  to  the  Nazi  "Hoffmann  gun  club." 
We  wrote  in  Spartakist  No.  33  (Novem- 
ber 1980),  "The  top  priority  was  to  return 
to  business  as  usual  in  the  election  cam- 
paign: the  fascist  German  past  has  been 
‘dealt  with,’  the  ‘real'  terror  comes  from 
the  left — against  the  state." 

In  the  context  of  the  ongoing  and  deep- 
ening financial  crisis,  rightist  populist  and 
fascist  parties  have  been  growing  through- 
out Europe.  Using  anti-Muslim  dema- 
goguery and  racist  terror,  these  parties  are 
attempting  to  redirect  the  anger  over  the 
capitalist  crisis  toward  minorities.  On  the 
other  hand,  there  has  been  massive  resis- 
tance by  the  working  class  in  a number  of 
countries  to  the  attacks  of  the  capitalists, 
who  are  shifting  the  costs  of  the  crisis  on 
to  the  shoulders  of  the  working  people. 
The  capitalist  state  protects  the  fascists  as 
shock  troops  should  the  normal  mecha- 
nisms of  bourgeois  democracy — decep- 
tion, bribery  and  police  terror — no  longer 
suffice  to  contain  the  working  class  and 
guarantee  bourgeois  order. 

In  the  last  few  decades,  the  bourgeoi- 


sie has  mainly  used  the  fascists’  murder- 
ous terror  to  push  and  orchestrate  racist 
campaigns.  The  brazen  announcement  by 
the  NPD  [the  fascist  National  Democratic 
Party  of  Germany]  that  it  intends  to  mobi- 
lize on  May  Day  this  year  in  Dortmund, 
where  these  Nazi  thugs  attacked  a DGB 
[Confederation  of  German  Trade  Unions] 
demonstration  two  years  ago,  underlines 
the  fact  that  the  fascists  are  the  mortal 
enemies  of  the  entire  workers  movement. 
The  fascists  must  be  stopped  by  mobiliza- 


tions of  the  working  class  at  the  head  of 
all  their  potential  victims,  mobilizations 
that  are  independent  of  the  bourgeoisie 
and  its  state.  This  struggle  must  be  an 
integral  part  of  the  fight  to  smash  capi- 
talism, which  breeds  fascism. 

Nazi  State  Informants 

The  Nazis  Beate  Zschape.  Uwe  Mund- 
los  and  Uwe  Bohnhardt,  who  suppos- 
edly formed  the  core  of  the  NSU  (which 
now  is  said  to  have  some  20  supporters), 
were  part  of  the  Jena  section  of  the  fas- 
cist "Thuringia  Home  Defense."  This 
group,  in  turn,  was  built  by  Tino  Brandt, 
a V-Mann  [informant]  for  the  Verfas- 
sungsschutz and  NPD  vice  chairman  for 
the  state  of  Thuringia.  Through  this  VS 
informant  alone,  200,000  deutschmarks 
in  state  funds  had  been  funneled  to  the 
Nazi  milieu  by  2001. 

In  January  1998,  a bomb  factory  was 
found  during  a police  raid  in  a garage 
Zschape  had  rented.  Shortly  thereafter  an 
arrest  warrant  was  issued,  and  the  three 
fascists  went  underground.  Between  1998 
and  1999,  they  were  tracked  down  by 
Thuringia  police  investigators,  but  as  the 
radio  station  MDR  reported  (18  November 
201 1),  the  work  of  a special  task  force  of 
the  State  Office  of  Criminal  Investigation 
(LKA)  was  stopped  and  the  investigators 
were  withdrawn.  When  the  LKA  officers 
involved  objected,  there  was  a discus- 


sion between  "high-level  representatives 
of  the  Interior  Ministry”  and  the  cops.  In 
the  Frankfurter  Allgemeine  Sonntagszei- 
tung  (12  November  2011),  the  Christian 
Democratic  (CDU)  interior  minister  for 
Thuringia,  Jorg  Geibert,  reported  that 
there  was  a 2001  note  in  a case  file  by  an 
LKA  investigator  stating  that  one  of  the 
three  Nazis  was  protected  by  a govern- 
ment agency  and  was  a VS  asset. 

When  the  21-year-old  Halit  Yozgat  was 
murdered  in  Kassel  on  6 April  2006,  a 


VS  employee  who  had  regularly  visited 
Yozgat’s  Internet  cafd  was  at  the  scene. 
This  VS  agent,  Andreas  Temme,  disap- 
peared furtively  from  the  crime  scene 
but  was  tracked  down  on  the  basis  of 
DNA  evidence.  A well-known  Nazi  who 
went  by  the  nickname  of  "little  Adolf’ 
in  his  hometown  of  Hofgeismar,  Temme 
was  promptly  released.  The  lie  was  then 
spread  that  he  had  left  the  cafd  a minute 
before  the  murder.  The  public  prosecutor 
dropped  the  investigations  in  2007,  and 
Temme  is  now  working  for  a municipal 
government  in  Hesse.  The  series  of  mur- 
ders supposedly  stopped  after  that — or  in 
any  case,  the  Nazi  killers  didn’t  use  the 
same  pistol  any  more.  Now  the  March 
2006  murder  of  a 68-year-old  Tlirkish 
immigrant,  who  was  shot  directly  in 
the  head  in  front  of  a mosque  in  Rheda- 
Wiedenbriick,  is  being  examined. 

When  two  of  the  NSU  Nazi  killers  were 
threatened  with  arrest  following  a bank 
robbery  on  November  4,  they  allegedly 
committed  suicide.  Besides  the  guns  used 
to  kill  the  nine  immigrants  and  a police- 
woman, illegal  “genuine”  identification 
was  also  found  in  their  possession.  This 
ID  could  only  have  been  issued  by  state 
authorities.  Zschape  turned  herself  in  on 
November  8. 

Although  the  VS  claims  that  the  num- 
ber of  informants  in  the  NPD  was  sig- 
nificantly reduced  after  the  failure  of 


2003  proceedings  to  ban  the  NPD.  Der 
Spiegel  (1 1 December  2011)  reported  that 
130  are  still  active  today.  The  system  of 
informants  funnels  funds  to  the  Nazis  esti- 
mated at  millions  of  euros  (not  to  men- 
tion official  state  subsidies  that  in  2005 
amounted  to  1.2  million  euros  for  the 
NPD  and  1.3  million  euros  for  the  [fas- 
cist] Republikaner  Party).  According  to 
the  Federal  Office  for  Political  Education, 
“no  more  than  15  percent  of  the  leadership 
of  the  NPD  are  informants,  about  30  out 
of  200”  ( Aus  Politik  und  Zeitgeschichte, 
2005).  With  unusual  candor,  the  Federal 
Constitutional  Court  cited  the  NPD’s  “lack 
of  Staatsfreiheit"  [i.e.,  its  lack  of  indepen- 
dence from  the  state]  to  justify  discontinu- 
ing the  proceedings  to  ban  it. 

Bourgeois  State  Uses  Nazi 
Murders  for  Racist  Campaign 

But  it  is  not  only  at  this  level  that  the 
bourgeois  state  is  responsible  for  Nazi  ter- 
ror. For  many  years,  the  police  investiga- 
tions into  the  series  of  murders  and  the 
press  campaigns  accompanying  them  cov- 
ered up  their  racist  character  and  blamed 
the  victims  for  the  crimes.  Indeed,  the 
Nazi  murders  were  used  to  incite  racial 
hatred  and  embolden  the  genocidal  scum. 
The  description  of  the  murders  in  the 
bourgeois  press  as  “Doner  murders"  [re- 
ferring to  a common  Turkish  dish]  itself 
speaks  volumes  about  the  racist  contempt 
of  this  capitalist  society  for  ethnic  minor- 
ities. Just  a year  ago,  Der  Spiegel  (21  Feb- 
ruary 2011)  was  fulminating  against  "an 
alliance  of  Turkish  nationalists,  gangsters 
and  secret  service  agents”  who  were  sup- 
posedly behind  the  murders.  The  very 
title  of  this  article,  "Murky  Parallel 
Worlds,"  was  an  anti-Muslim  battle  cry. 

Although  the  only  connection  between 
the  victims  was  their  non-German  de- 
scent, politics  dictated  that  there  was 
never  any  search  for  Nazis.  In  contrast, 
after  the  bomb  attack  on  Keupstrasse. 
the  Kolner  Stadtanzeiger  (9  June  2004) 
reported:  “At  least  one  person  thinks  he’s 
got  the  answer.  ‘I  presume  it  was  the  right- 
wing  extremists — because  of  the  Euro- 
pean elections  on  Sunday.'  speculates 
a guest  in  the  ‘Paradise  Cafe,’  which  is 
directly  adjacent  to  the  scene  of  the  inci- 
dent. Amazingly,  this  cafd  was  completely 
undamaged.  “It  certainly  can’t  have  been 
Al-Qaida,'  says  another  guest.  ‘Only 
Muslims  live  on  Keupstrasse’.”  The  racist 
names  of  the  special  police  commissions, 
"Bosporus"  and  “Ali  Baba."  were  an  ex- 
pression of  their  program.  The  victims 
of  the  Nazis  were  slanderously  treated 
as  possible  drug  dealers,  and  the  Kurd- 
ish PKK  [Kurdistan  Workers  Party]  and 
the  "Tbrkish  mafia”  were  race-baited  and 
investigated  as  suspects.  When  the  police- 
woman was  murdered  by  Nazis  in  2007, 
suspicion  was  directed  at  the  "Sinti-Roma 
[gypsy]  milieu.” 

All  this  served  to  sow  hatred  and  dis- 
trust between  immigrants  of  different 
nationalities  and  origins  while  vilifying 
them  all  as  potential  criminals.  Racism 
is  also  being  fueled  by  the  "war  on  ter- 
ror," which  places  the  whole  Muslim 
population  in  the  crosshairs  of  the  state 
as  potential  terrorists.  The  capitalists  and 
their  state  fan  racism  not  just  to  create 
scapegoats  for  the  social  misery  of  capi- 
talism but  centrally  to  divide  the  multi- 
ethnic proletariat.  Thus,  workers  of  Ger- 
man descent  are  pitted  against  workers 
from  Tbrkey,  while  the  ban  of  the  PKK 
and  dozens  of  Kurdish  associations  also 
pits  Turkish  against  Kurdish  workers. 

It  is  essential  that  the  working  class  and 
its  unions  mobilize  against  every  form  of 
racist  discrimination.  This  starts  with  the 
struggle  for  full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
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10  December  2011:  Demonstration  in  Kassel,  Germany,  against  Nazi  murders 
and  years  of  cover-up  by  bourgeois  state. 
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who  have  made  it  here.  Down  with  all 
“foreigner  laws”!  Down  with  the  anti- 
terror laws,  down  with  [anti-terrorist] 
paragraphs  129a  and  129b!  It’s  also  nec- 
essary to  fight  the  ban  of  the  PKK  and 
of  all  Kurdish  associations  along  with  the 
ban  on  leftist  TUrkish  organizations,  such 
as  the  DHKP-C  [Revolutionary  People’s 
Liberation  Party-Front]  and  the  THKP-C 
[Turkish  People’s  Liberation  Party-Front]. 

Social  Democracy  Whitewashes 
Capitalist  State 

This  cover-up  of  Nazi  murders  is  not 
an  isolated  case.  We  recall  the  1996  arson 
attack  against  a hostel  in  Lubeck  hous- 
ing asylum  seekers,  which  killed  seven 
children  and  three  adults.  It  took  protest 
campaigns  to  halt  the  deportation  of  the 
survivors.  Instead  of  going  after  the  four 
German  Nazis  who  were  high-profile 
suspects,  the  state  dragged  Safwan  Eid, 
a Lebanese  man  who  survived  the  attack, 
through  the  courts  for  years  before  he 
finally  attained  his  freedom. 

Then  there  was  a fire  in  Ludwigshafen 
on  3 February  2008,  in  which  four  women 
and  five  children  of  TUrkish  origin  per- 
ished. Although  many  indications  pointed 
to  a Nazi  arson  attack,  the  minister- 
president  of  Rhineland-Westfalia,  Kurt 
Beck  of  the  Social  Democratic  Party 
(SPD),  was  able  to  establish  immedi- 
ately that  there  was  no  racist  motive.  Six 
months  later,  the  investigation  was  dis- 
continued. Further  arson  attacks  on  the 
homes  of  ethnic  minorities  followed. 

Nazis  have  been  murdering  immi- 
grants, leftists  and  others  for  decades  in 
this  country.  In  most  of  these  murders, 
the  state  has  covered  up  the  Nazi  links. 
According  to  the  Amadeu  Antonio  Foun- 
dation, named  after  the  Angolan  con- 
tract worker  beaten  to  death  by  Nazis  in 
Eberswalde  on  25  November  1990,  there 
were  182  known  victims  of  Nazi  violence 
between  1990  and  2009,  yet  the  official 
statistics  speak  of  47.  The  true  figure  is 
certainly  even  higher. 

In  view  of  the  state’s  involvement,  the 
bourgeois  parties — with  the  crucial  sup- 
port of  the  bourgeois  workers  parties,  the 
SPD  and  Left  Party — are  at  pains  to  re- 
establish the  national  unity  of  “all  demo- 
crats” and  the  country’s  reputation  abroad. 
At  a special  session,  the  Bundestag  [Ger- 
man parliament]  passed  a hypocritical 
resolution  in  which  it  wept  crocodile 
tears  for  the  murder  victims,  promised  an 
“analysis  of  the  mistakes”  and  demanded 
that  consideration  be  given  to  banning  the 


» — n - 


PERMANENT! 

REVOLUT 


ArbcUerl  Alarm! 


SchUtzt  und  verteidigt  die  KPD! 


OffenerBrle#  an  ------ 

S^“jdas  ZK  der  RKP  — “ 


German  newspaper  of  the  Trotskyist 
Left  Opposition  in  January  1933  called 
on  workers  to  defend  Communist  Party 
against  Nazi  stormtroopers. 


NPD.  In  his  speech,  [Left  Party  leader] 
Gregor  Gysi  hailed  the  resolution  (the  first 
time  that  the  Left  Party  has  been  allowed 
to  join  in  submitting  a motion),  stating 
“that  in  spite  of  our  diverse  opinions  on 
many  questions,  we  say  to  the  rightist  ter- 
rorists in  Germany:  You  will  fail  with  all 
of  us  working  together  from  the  CSU  to 
the  left.”  This  demonstrates  the  role  of 
the  social  democracy — i.e.,  the  SPD  and 
the  Left  Party,  which  as  bourgeois  work- 
ers parties  are  based  in  the  working  class 
but  have  an  entirely  bourgeois  program. 
These  parties  chain  workers,  immigrants 
and  youth  to  this  capitalist  system,  which 
breeds  the  Nazis,  and  subordinate  them 
politically  to  the  bourgeois  state,  which 
protects  and  supports  the  Nazis. 

The  Left  Party  and  the  SPD  are  now 
calling  for  an  investigation,  with  the  Left 
Party  even  demanding  the  dissolution  of 
the  Verfassungsschutz.  But  they  act  as  if 
the  bourgeois  state  has  made  a "mistake” 


Dortmund, 

Germany: 

After  attacking 
a May  Day  2009 
trade-union 
mobilization, 
Nazi  mob 
watches  cops 
beat  up 
immigrant 
protester. 


2011).  The  illusions  in  the  possible  anti- 
fascism of  the  police  being  sown  today 
by  the  SAV  resemble  those  of  the  SPD  at 
the  time  of  the  Weimar  Republic.  In  his 
groundbreaking  1932  work,  "What  Next? 
Vital  Questions  for  the  German  Proletar- 
iat,” Trotsky  explained: 

"In  case  of  actual  danger,  the  Social 
Democracy  banks  not  on  the  iron  Front’ 
but  on  the  Prussian  police.  It  is  reckon- 
ing without  its  host!  The  fact  that  the 
police  was  originally  recruited  in  large 
numbers  from  among  Social  Democratic 
workers  is  absolutely  meaningless.  Con- 
sciousness is  determined  by  environment 
even  in  this  instance.  The  worker  who 
becomes  a policeman  in  the  service  of 
the  capitalist  state,  is  a bourgeois  cop, 
not  a worker.  Of  late  years  these  police- 
men have  had  to  do  much  more  fighting 
with  revolutionary  workers  than  with 
Nazi  students.  Such  training  does  not  fail 
to  leave  its  effects.  And  above  all:  every 
policeman  knows  that  though  govern- 
ments may  change,  the  police  remain.” 


that  can  be  corrected.  This  lie  is  intended 
to  whitewash  the  bourgeois  state  and  their 
own  role  as  its  administrators.  Thus,  nei- 
ther the  SPD  nor  the  Left  Party  and  their 
hangers-on  mentions  that  as  interior  min- 
ister between  1998  and  2005,  Otto  Schily 
from  the  SPD  was  top  boss  of  the  Verfas- 
sungsschutz, the  Federal  Criminal  Police 
Office  (BKA)  and  the  police  when  these 
agencies  were  supplying  an  official  pass- 
port to  one  of  the  NSU  murderers,  cover- 
ing the  Nazis’  bloody  tracks  with  "false 
inquiries”  and  who  knows  what  else. 
And  in  2001  the  SPD/Green  government 
launched  the  “war  on  terror,”  intensify- 
ing the  anti-Muslim  racism  that  nurtures 
the  Nazis. 

Thus,  it’s  simply  sickening  to  witness 
the  immense  hypocrisy  shown  by  SPD 
spokesman  Frank- Walter  Steinmeier  when 
he  stated:  "It  is  the  task  of  the  state — this 
is  beyond  debate — to  ensure  that  citizens 
can  live  in  safety.  Our  state  has  failed 
shamefully  in  key  functions,  and  that 
must  have  consequences."  As  head  of 
the  chancellor’s  office,  Steinmeier  was 
responsible  for  keeping  Murat  Kurnaz. 
a German  citizen,  locked  up  in  the  U.S. 
torture  hell  of  Guantdnamo  from  2002  to 
2006.  Steinmeier  chaired  a "high-level 
discussion"  involving  the  heads  of  the  VS, 
BND  [foreign  intelligence  service],  BKA 
and  others  that  rejected  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment’s 2002  offer  to  extradite  Kurnaz  to 
Germany.  In  “2007,  Steinmeier  stated  to 
Der  Spiegel:  “I  would  not  decide  differ- 
ently today.” 

When  the  Left  Party  was  a part  of 
the  Berlin  government,  the  police  were 
deployed  to  brutally  clear  a path  for 
NPD  marches.  These  efforts  often  failed 
because  of  the  courageous  resistance  of 
leftist  demonstrators,  who  blocked  the 
Nazi  mobilizations  and  were  then  sub- 
jected to  trumped-up  charges.  Last  spring, 
Berlin’s  interior  ministry  and  the  police 
conspired  with  the  NPD  to  conceal  the 
fascists’  planned  march  through  the  heart 
of  Kreuzberg,  a Berlin  district  where 
many  immigrants  and  leftists  live.  When 
some  information  leaked  to  the  public,  the 
Berlin  cops  violently  wielded  batons  and 
pepper  spray  to  protect  some  100  Nazis 
from  the  500  or  so  leftists  who  stood  in 
their  way  and  stopped  them.  Thirty-eight 
leftists  were  arrested.  This  provocation 
was  intended  to  terrorize  and  intimidate 
immigrant  workers  and  the  whole  work- 
ing population  of  the  city,  who  are  suf- 
fering under  the  Berlin  government’s 
assaults  on  social  services. 

No  to  Suicidal  Appeals 
to  Ban  the  Nazis! 

In  lockstep  with  the  SPD  and  Left  Party, 
the  reformist  DKP  [German  Communist 
Party]  is  also  beating  the  drums  to  ban  the 
NPD.  It  demands  “implementation  of  the 
ban  on  fascism  anchored  in  the  Constitu- 
tion and  penal  code”  and  calls  for  “ban- 
ning the  NPD”  (Junge  Welt,  1 December 
2011).  The  aim  of  the  constitution  of  this 
capitalist  state  is  to  defend  private  owner- 
ship of  the  means  of  production  by  the 
capitalist  class.  Appeals  to  the  bourgeois 
state  to  ban  the  Nazis  merely  serve  to 
strengthen  the  state  and  give  it  even  more 
powers.  In  view  of  the  all-round  involve- 
ment of  state  authorities  in  Nazi  terror, 
such  appeals  are  not  just  a mockery  but 


also  represent  a deadly  threat  to  leftists, 
since  it  is  against  them  that  laws  against 
“extremism”  will  be  used.  Meanwhile,  the 
chummy  relations  between  the  state  and 
the  fascists  will  remain  unchanged. 

Thus,  a Kurdish  demonstration  planned 
for  November  26  in  Berlin  was  banned 
because  it  was  supposedly  "a  propaganda 
event  on  the  occasion  of  the  anniversary 
of  the  founding  of  the  Kurdish  separatist 
organization  PKK.”  The  PKK  has  now 
been  banned  in  Germany  for  18  years, 
as  a result  of  which  countless  Kurds 
have  been  dragged  before  the  courts  and 


RSB  Calls  for  Dissolution  of 
the  Secret  Services 

In  Avanti  (1  December  2011),  the  Revo- 
lutions Sozialistischer  Bund  (RSB)  pays 
lip  service  to  opposing  illusions  in  the 
bourgeois  state,  only  to  promote  them 
in  the  same  breath:  “It  is  useless  to  hope 
that  the  state  organs  of  repression  should 
fight  fascism.  What  we  need  is  not  a ban 
of  the  NPD  but  the  dissolution  of  the 
Verfassungsschutz.  If  one  in  seven  NPD 
functionaries  is  an  agent  of  the  Verfas- 
sungsschutz— which  is  also  probably  true 


Florence,  Italy:  Immigrants  demonstrate  after  fascist  murdered  two  Senegalese 
street  vendors,  13  December  2011. 


numerous  cultural  associations  have  also 
been  banned.  At  the  time,  the  ban  on  the 
PKK  was  introduced  under  the  cover  of 
a ban  on  the  fascist  FAP  outfit,  whose 
members  were  able  to  reorganize  unhin- 
dered in  the  NPD,  etc. 

The  example  of  Dortmund  shows  how 
appeals  for  bans  demobilize  and  politi- 
cally disarm  the  workers.  Before  the 
May  Day  demo  in  2009,  the  DGB  district 
chairman,  Eberhard  Weber,  had  appealed 
to  the  police  to  protect  the  demo  from  the 
Nazis.  When  it  became  known  on  May 
Day  that  300  Nazi  thugs  were  on  their 
way,  the  DGB  leadership  had  the  demo  of 
2,500  people  simply  march  away,  crimi- 
nally leaving  the  contingents  of  TUrkish 
and  Kurdish  workers  at  the  back  of  the 
demo  pretty  much  on  their  own  to  fend  off 
the  Nazis.  Cops  brutally  attacked  those 
workers  who  were  trying  to  defend  the 
DGB  demo.  TV  footage  showed  a worker 
being  pinned  to  the  ground  and  kicked  in 
the  head  by  a cop  in  riot  gear.  The  NPD’s 
threat  to  once  again  march  in  Dortmund 
this  May  Day  confirms  the  warning  in  our 
article,  “Nazi  Thugs  Attack  DGB  May 
Day  Demos"  ( Spartakist  No.  178,  July 
2009):  “The  workers  are  chained  to  the 
state  of  the  class  enemy,  thereby  encour- 
aging the  Nazis  to  carry  out  new,  more 
audacious  provocations." 

The  pseudo-Trotskyist  SAV  [Sozialis- 
tische  Alternative,  associated  with  Social- 
ist Alternative  in  the  U.S.]  appeals  to  the 
bourgeois  police  by  pointing  out  that 
Nazis  also  killed  a cop:  “Every  civil  ser- 
vant in  uniform  must  ask  himself  why 
he  follows  commands  to  protect  Nazis 
who  resort  to  such  terror  but  attacks  anti- 
fascists” ( sozialismus.info , 14  November 


of  other  Nazi  structures — then  its  disso- 
lution would  plunge  the  NPD  into  a deep 
existential  crisis."  Of  course,  the  Verfas- 
sungsschutz is  a rightly  hated  organiza- 
tion of  informants  whose  filthy  business 
is  directed  against  leftists  and  the  workers 
movement,  to  which  end  it  collaborates 
with  the  Nazis.  But  wanting  to  weaken 
the  NPD  by  dissolving  the  Verfassungs- 
schutz is  only  another  variant  of  deceiving 
the  workers  into  believing  that  the  Nazis 
can  be  stopped  short  of  the  independent 
mobilization  of  labor. 

continued  on  page  1 1 
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Soldier  guards  oil  processing  facility  in  South  Sudan,  Novem- 


WV  map  adapted  from  Cambridge  University  Press 


South  Sudan... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

to  the  reactionary  Khartoum  regime  of 
Omar  Hassan  al-Bashir. 

Sudan’s  Multiple  Conflicts: 

A Legacy  of  Colonial  Rule 

Southern  and  northern  Sudan  were 
first  drawn  into  a single  political  econ- 
omy in  the  1820s  when  joint  Turkish 
and  Egyptian  forces,  in  search  of  gold 
and  slaves,  invaded  the  country,  de- 
feated the  Sudanese  kingdoms  of  the 
central  Nile  valley  and  established 
Turko-Egyptian  rule.  Before  the  Tbrkish- 
Egyptian  invasion,  southern  Sudan  had 
been  largely  unaffected  by  the  succes- 
sion of  kingdoms  that  ruled  the  North, 
whose  southward  expansion  was  effec- 
tively halted  by  the  Dinka  and  the  Shil- 
luk  kingdoms.  As  Douglas  Johnson 
wrote  in  The  Root  Causes  of  Sudan's 
Civil  Wars  (2007): 

"It  was  only  Egyptian  power  which  was 
able  to  penetrate  beyond  these  into  the 
Upper  Nile  basin,  bringing  in  its  wake 
European.  Egyptian  and  northern  Suda- 
nese merchants  and  adventurers  for  the 
commercial  exploitation  of  the  South... 
The  incorporation  of  the  whole  of  the 
South  as  the  state's  exploitable  hinter- 
land, the  intensification  of  racial  stratifi- 
cation and  the  widespread  identification 
of  people  from  the  South  with  low  status 
were  thus  consequences  of  the  economic 
and  political  system  of  Tbrco-Egyptian 
colonialism." 

All  Sudanese  peoples  have  their  pri- 
mary roots  in  black  African  tribes.  In 
physical  appearance,  the  black  popula- 
tion in  the  North,  which  has  intermixed 
for  many  centuries  with  Arab  settlers 
and  traders,  is  very  similar  to  the  black 
Africans  of  the  Sudanic  belt  that  cuts 
across  the  continent  from  the  Red  Sea  to 
the  Atlantic  Ocean.  However,  the  elite  of 
the  central  Nile  valley,  including  Sudan’s 


bourgeois  rulers,  identify  themselves  as 
Arabs  and  seek  to  impose  that  identity 
throughout  the  country,  holding  sway  over 
the  myriad  of  ethnic  minorities. 

About  70  percent  of  the  population  in 
Sudan  are  Muslims.  In  South  Sudan,  the 
majority  of  the  cattle  herders,  fishermen 
and  poor  farmers  follow  various  indige- 
nous African  religious  beliefs,  while 
most  of  the  small  number  of  profession- 
als were  educated  in  missionary  schools 
and  belong  to  Christian  denominations. 
Arabization  and  Islamization  of  the  kind 
that  transformed  the  North  did  not  extend 
to  the  South.  Contact  between  the  two 
parts  of  the  country  was  largely  char- 
acterized by  hostilities,  ranging  from 
centuries-old  invasions  by  slave-hunters 
from  the  North  to  attempts  by  succes- 
sive governments  to  expand  their  domain 
southward. 

Islam  was  first  brought  into  the  coun- 
try by  itinerant  Arab  traders  during  the 
seventh  century  but  did  not  spread  widely 
until  the  15th  century,  when  the  indigenous 
ruling  classes  of  the  Sudanic  kingdoms 
adopted  Islam  to  avert  an  Arab  invasion 
from  Egypt.  It  was  Tbrko-Egyptian  rule 
that  dragged  Sudan  into  the  larger  Islamic 
world  of  the  Ottoman  Empire.  In  1885, 
when  British-ruled  Egypt  still  held  Sudan, 
a revolt  led  by  the  Mahdi,  an  Islamic 
religious  leader,  achieved  independence. 


ber  2010. 

The  Mahdi  established  a brutal  theocratic 
state  based  on  sharia  law.  a precursor  to 
today’s  reactionary  Islamist  regime. 

After  a three-month  siege  of  what 
is  now  Khartoum,  the  Mahdi’s  forces 
stormed  the  city  and  executed  British 
governor-general  Charles  Gordon.  In  re- 
venge, British  imperialist  forces  under 
Herbert  Kitchener  slaughtered  tens  of 
thousands  of  Sudanese.  Britain  finally 
seized  Sudan  in  1898.  It  was  the  impe- 
rialist “scramble  for  Africa’’  in  the  latter 
part  of  the  19th  century  that  shaped  the 
current  borders  of  Sudan  and  other  coun- 
tries, as  rival  European  powers  tore  the 
tribal  structures  and  agrarian  societies  of 
the  continent  apart.  Setting  the  stage  for 
decades  of  ethnic  and  religious  bloodlet- 
ting, Sudan  was  artificially  carved  out 
of  a myriad  of  peoples,  with  more  than 
400  ethnic  and  linguistic  groups  lumped 
together  within  its  borders. 

Through  their  colonial  policy  of  divide 
to  better  rule,  the  British  exacerbated 


regional,  religious  and  racial  divisions 
among  the  population.  In  1922,  in  what 
became  known  as  the  "Southern  Policy,” 
the  British  administration  declared  that 
the  South  would  be  considered  "Closed 
Districts,"  thereby  segregating  the  area 
into  what  some  commentators,  dripping 
with  racist  contempt,  called  an  “anthro- 
pological zoo.”  Islamic  proselytizers 
were  banned  while  Christian  missionar- 
ies were  welcomed  to  convert  southern- 
ers and  teach  them  English.  Use  of  the 
Arabic  language  was  discouraged,  as  was 
the  wearing  of  Arab  clothing.  Arab  mer- 
chants were  repatriated  to  the  North,  and 
all  Egyptian  and  Sudanese  Muslim  offi- 
cers were  withdrawn  and  replaced  with 
British  officers.  Interaction  between  the 
peoples  of  the  North  and  the  South  was 
not  allowed. 

The  “Southern  Policy"  kept  the  South 
hideously  backward  economically,  as  the 
British  concentrated  resources,  roads  and 
schools  in  the  North.  The  trend  was  con- 
tinued after  Sudan  achieved  independence 
in  1956.  Successive  regimes  in  Khartoum 
neglected  the  South  as  well  as  Darfur, 
Blue  Nile,  South  Kordofan  and  other 
provinces,  while  focusing  investment  in 
the  economy,  infrastructure  and  social 
services  in  the  central  Nile  valley,  the  so- 
called  Golden  Triangle.  The  pattern  of 
unequal  development  had  a marked  effect 


in  blocking  the  social  and  political  inte- 
gration of  the  undeveloped  regions.  Thus 
northern  and  southern  Sudan  remained 
ethnically,  economically  and  culturally 
distinct,  with  hardly  anything  in  common. 

The  deep  racism  against  the  peoples 
of  the  South  is  itself  a heritage  of  ancient 
social  conflicts,  reinforced  by  British 
colonial  rule.  Racism  is  deeply  embedded 
in  northern  Sudanese  elite  culture  and  is 
pervasive  through  the  use  of  the  pejor- 
ative epithet  abd  (Arabic  for  “slave") 
for  a southerner.  It  has  its  roots  in  the 
centuries-old  practice  of  slavery,  which 
continued  until  modern  times.  The  pagan 
and  Christian  kingdoms  of  northern  and 
central  Sudan  were  active  in  raiding  their 
southern  hinterland  for  slaves.  The  Mus- 
lim kingdoms  established  along  the  Blue 
Nile  and  the  central  Nile  valley  in  the 
16th  century  raided  the  Ethiopian  foot- 
hills, the  Nuba  Mountains  and  the  White 
Nile  plains,  incorporating  slaves  into 
their  armies.  Under  Tbrko-Egyptian  rule, 
the  whole  of  southern  Sudan  was  opened 
up  for  slave  raids  and  for  the  exploitation 
of  resources. 

By  1860,  an  estimated  12,000  to  15,000 
slaves  were  sent  north  every  year.  Slave- 
raiding and  trade  continued  during  the 
Mahdist  regime.  And  while  the  British 
rulers  gave  lip  service  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery,  the  colonial  authorities  in  Sudan 
allowed  slave-raiding  to  continue.  While 
the  practice  of  slavery  mainly  died  out 
at  the  time  of  Sudan’s  independence, 
slave-raiding  was  revived  in  the  civil  war 
against  the  SPLM  and  others  in  the  late 
1980s-early  ’90s,  when  militias  backed  by 
Khartoum  kidnapped  and  enslaved  more 
than  15.000  women  and  children  from  the 
South. 

Sudan’s  Independence  and  the 
Outbreak  of  Civil  War 

Western  bourgeois  media  portrayed  the 
civil  war  in  Sudan  as  “Arabs  against  Afri- 
cans” or  "Muslims  against  Christians.” 
While  neatly  fitting  into  the  anti-Arab  and 


anti-Muslim  racism  of  the  imperialists’ 
global  "war  on  terror,"  those  scenarios 
covered  up  the  actual  roots  of  the  conflict. 
These  included,  not  least,  the  legacies  of 
Turko-Egyptian  and  British  rule  and  the 
historic  enslavement  of  southern  peoples, 
imperialist  machinations  in  the  anti-Soviet 
Cold  War  and  conflicts  over  resources, 
especially  oil.  Far  from  being  the  product 
of  a "clash  of  civilizations  ” the  southern 
struggle  has  been  driven  by  resistance  to 
economic  domination  and  cultural  and 
political  oppression.  The  fact  that  southern 
independence  fighters  were  joined  in  the 
1980s  and  ’90s  by  non-Arab  Muslims  in 
the  North — e.g.,  the  Nuba  of  South  Kor- 
dofan, the  Ingassana  of  Blue  Nile  state  and 
the  Bega  in  the  Eastern  Region — refutes 
the  claim  that  the  war  has  been  a conflict 
of  Muslims  against  Christians. 

The  seeds  of  the  southern  struggle 
were  sown  as  the  departing  British  impe- 
rialists began  to  hand  over  administra- 
tive posts  to  northerners  in  1954.  The 
proposal  for  a federalist  government  was 
scrapped,  and  southerners  were  excluded 
even  from  administration  of  the  South 
itself.  In  the  eyes  of  southerners,  north- 
ern rule  was  a transfer  of  colonial  control 
from  the  British  to  the  South’s  traditional 
enemies. 

Rumbles  of  discontent  began  soon 
after  northerners  assumed  administrative 
posts  in  the  South,  triggering  an  armed 
rebellion  in  the  city  of  Torit  in  1955.  In 
the  aftermath,  the  central  government 
unleashed  a campaign  of  terror  and 
bloody  repression,  summarily  executing 
mutineers,  arresting  and  torturing  civil- 
ians and  burning  down  villages.  In  bru- 
tally retaining  the  South  within  Sudan's 
borders.  Khartoum  pursued  ruthless 
methods  of  Arabization  and  Islamization 
that  included  forced  conversions.  The 
government  expelled  all  foreign  Chris- 
tian missionaries  in  1964  and  took  over 
their  schools.  Arabic  was  imposed  as  the 
only  official  language  of  administration 
and  increasingly  introduced  as  a medium 
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of  school  instruction.  State  funds  were 
advanced  to  build  Islamic  religious 
schools  and  mosques,  and  the  Sabbath 
was  changed  from  Sunday  to  Friday.  As 
the  South  experienced  an  influx  of  Mus- 
lim clergy  and  Arab  teachers,  traders  and 
army  and  police  agents,  southerners  liv- 
ing in  the  North  were  subjected  to  dis- 
crimination and  pogromist  violence. 

In  the  face  of  bloody  repression,  a 
guerrilla  struggle  broke  out  in  the  South 
in  the  late  1950s,  developing  into  a full- 
blown civil  war.  Southern  fighters  were 
able  to  widen  their  military  activity  and 
inflict  heavy  casualties  on  the  Suda- 
nese army,  largely  through  the  supply  of 
weapons  and  military  training  by  Israel. 
In  1972,  the  central  government  agreed 
to  negotiate  with  the  guerrilla  fighters. 
The  two  parties  signed  what  became 
known  as  the  Addis  Ababa  agreement, 
which  provided  for  regional  autonomy  of 
the  South,  and  hostilities  ceased  for  the 
next  eleven  years. 

This  situation  changed  with  the  discov- 
ery of  oil  in  the  Upper  Nile  province,  one 
of  the  areas  under  dispute  today.  In  the 
early  1980s,  Khartoum  moved  to  redraw 
the  agreed-upon  borders  to  exclude  some 
oil-rich  areas  from  the  southern  autono- 
mous region.  In  addition,  the  government 
imposed  sharia  law  over  the  entire  coun- 
try, despite  southern  protest,  in  1983. 
In  response  to  these  developments,  the 
SPLM  and  its  SPLA  guerrilla  force  were 
formed  under  the  leadership  of  Colonel 
John  Garang.  A fully  fledged  second 
round  of  war  was  touched  off  that  would 
continue  to  rage  for  the  next  22  years. 

While  the  first  civil  war  was  confined 
to  the  South,  the  second  extended  to  sev- 
eral northern  territories.  Exploiting  the 
grievances  of  oppressed  ethnic  minorities 
in  the  North,  many  of  them  Muslim,  the 
SPLM/A  claimed  in  its  1983  Manifesto 
that  it  was  fighting  not  for  secession  but. 
as  one  historian  describes,  for  “liberation 
of  the  whole  country  from  the  tyranny  of 
the  minority  elite  of  riverine  Arabs"  (Jok 
Madut  Jok.  Sudan:  Race,  Religion  and 
Violence  [2007]).  Dropping  references  to 
southern  independence  was  at  bottom  a 
tactical  ploy  designed  to  win  support 
from  not  only  oppressed  northern  minor- 
ities but  also  African  bourgeois  regimes 
that  opposed  the  breakup  of  Sudan. 
Those  regimes  were  well  aware  that  they 
ruled  countries  carved  out  by  the  imperi- 
alists without  regard  to  ethnic  and 
national  makeup,  creating  an  unending 
source  of  internal  conflicts. 

The  SPLM/A  succeeded  in  recruiting 
many  minorities  to  its  ranks,  enabling  it 
to  extend  the  war  to  parts  of  the  North  and 
open  new  fronts  in  the  Nuba  Mountains, 
the  Eastern  Region  and  the  southern  Blue 
Nile  state,  capturing  wide  territories  and 
disrupting  oil  production.  In  2005,  the 
central  government — exhausted  militar- 
ily and  economically  and  feeling  pressure 
from  Washington — agreed  to  sign  the 
Comprehensive  Peace  Agreement,  which 
stipulated  autonomy  for  the  South  and  a 
referendum  on  self-determination,  along 
with  a sharing  of  oil  revenue.  Abandon- 
ing its  northern  allies,  the  SPLM  dropped 
its  demands  for  "liberation"  of  the  whole 
country  along  with  its  stated  commit- 
ment to  a secular  Sudan.  The  scrapping 
of  sharia  law  was  confined  to  the  South 
as  the  SPLM  agreed  to  give  up  opposition 
to  its  imposition  in  the  North. 

UN/AU  “Peacekeepers”: 

Cops  for  Imperialism 

For  all  but  eleven  of  the  56  years  since 
independence  from  Britain,  Sudan  has 
been  ruled  by  a series  of  ruthless  mili- 
tary regimes.  The  bourgeois  ruling  class 
has  needed  military  rule  to  subdue  the 
cauldron  of  myriad  restive  ethnic  groups 
that  took  up  arms  against  the  central  gov- 
ernment at  different  times.  The  conflict 
in  Darfur  set  groups  of  Muslim  nomadic 
peoples,  backed  by  the  central  govern- 
ment in  Khartoum,  against  a largely  farm- 
ing Muslim  population,  resulting  in  mass 
slaughter  and  displacement.  Last  year,  an 
offensive  by  the  Sudanese  army  against 
rebel  groups  in  the  Nuba  Mountains, 
South  Kordofan  and  the  Blue  Nile  pro- 
vided the  “save  Darfur"  crowd,  which  is 


mainly  composed  of  liberal  celebrities,  the 
American  Christian  right  and  Zionists,  an 
opportunity  to  renew  their  call  for  escalat- 
ing UN/imperialist  intervention  in  Sudan. 

Throughout  its  history,  the  UN  has 
served  as  a fig  leaf  for  the  U.S.  and 
other  imperialist  powers.  To  list  but  a 
few  examples:  the  1950-53  Korean  War. 
which  took  the  lives  of  upwards  of  three 
million  Koreans;  the  1960  military  inter- 
vention in  the  Congo,  under  the  cover  of 
which  the  CIA  and  Belgian  imperialists 
assassinated  nationalist  leader  Patrice 
Lumumba;  the  1990s  starvation  sanctions 
against  Saddam  Husseins  Iraq.  The  AU 
as  well  marches  to  the  beat  of  its  impe- 
rialist overlords.  As  we  wrote  in  polemi- 
cizing  against  the  pro-imperialist  "save 
Darfur"  campaign  ("No  to  UN/Imperial- 
ist  Intervention  in  Sudan!"  WV  No.  877, 
29  September  2006): 

“The  dominant  members  of  the  UN 
besides  the  U.S.  are  those  very  European 
nations — Britain,  Germany,  France — that 
along  with  Belgium  historically  bled, 
enslaved  and  exploited  Africa,  carving 
it  up  to  suit  their  imperialist  interests. 
Britain  itself  conquered  Sudan  through 
the  slaughter  of  hundreds  of  thousands 
of  people.  Calling  on  the  imperialists  to 
bring  peace  and  freedom  to  Darfur  is  like 
expecting  the  fox  not  only  to  protect  the 
henhouse  but  to  deliver  the  feed.” 

The  U.S.  labels  the  Khartoum  regime 
as  a supporter  of  “terrorism”  and  has 
enforced  economic  sanctions  against  it 
for  the  past  15  years.  But  today’s  "terror- 
ists” were  yesterday’s  CIA  assets.  In  the 
1980s,  the  blood-soaked  military  regime 
of  Gaafar  Nimeiri  was  the  third-largest 
recipient  of  U.S.  foreign  aid,  mainly  in 
the  form  of  modern  weaponry  and  other 
military  assistance,  as  the  Reagan  admin- 
istration cultivated  Sudan  as  a regional 
counterweight  to  Qaddafi’s  Libya  and 
Soviet-backed  Ethiopia.  For  the  U.S. 
at  the  time,  the  southern  rebels  were  a 
"communist"  organization  set  up  by  the 
Soviet  Union  to  destabilize  a pro-Western 
regime.  Following  the  collapse  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92,  U.S.  attentions 
shifted  southward.  After  giving  substan- 
tial aid  to  southern  fighters,  Washington 
played  a major  role  in  bringing  about  and 
enforcing  the  2005  peace  agreement. 

Behind  the  imperialists’  support  for 
South  Sudan  is  their  eagerness  to  improve 
their  position  in  the  heart  of  the  conti- 
nent and  tap  into  oil,  minerals  and  other 
resources.  After  the  peace  deal,  the  U.S. 
began  pouring  millions  of  dollars  into 
southern  Sudan  to  bolster  the  regional 
government  and  to  "build  and  transform 
the  Sudan  People’s  Liberation  Army  in 
Southern  Sudan  from  a guerilla  army  to 
a professional  military  force”  ( Foreign 
Policy  in  Focus,  17  May  2010).  General 
Carter  Ham,  head  of  the  U.S.  African 
Command  (AFRICOM),  visited  South 
Sudan  twice  in  the  six  weeks  that  fol- 
lowed its  declaration  of  independence. 

In  no  small  part,  U.S.  interests  in  Sudan 
and  the  broader  region  are  determined  by 
the  imperialists’  drive  to  counter  the  grow- 
ing influence  of  the  Chinese  deformed 
workers  state.  Beijing  has  struck  numerous 
agreements  with  Sudan  and  other  African 
countries,  through  which  China’s  state- 


owned  industries  are  supplied  with  raw 
materials.  China  has  invested  heavily  in 
Sudan,  building  roads,  pipelines,  bridges, 
dams,  hospitals  and  an  oil  refinery.  The 
state-owned  China  National  Petroleum 
Corporation  is  the  largest  foreign  inves- 
tor in  Sudan  and  South  Sudan’s  energy 
sectors,  accounting  for  half  of  their  oil 
exports. 

The  International  Communist  League 
calls  for  the  unconditional  military  defense 
of  China  against  imperialism  and  internal 
capitalist  counterrevolution.  From  that 
standpoint,  as  we  explained  in  “Hue  and 
Cry  over  China's  Role  in  Africa”  ( WV 
No.  987,  30  September  2011),  we  support 
China's  right  to  trade  in  order  to  procure 
what  it  needs  to  further  its  development. 
We  recognize,  however,  that  the  Beijing 
Stalinist  bureaucracy’s  trade  programs  are 
driven  not  by  proletarian  internationalism 
but  by  its  own  narrow  nationalist  inter- 
ests. Our  article  pointed  out,  “Opposed 
to  the  perspective  of  international  pro- 
letarian revolution,  the  CCP  regime  has 
accommodated  imperialism... while  mili- 
tarily and  politically  supporting  ‘friendly’ 
bourgeois  rulers  in  Africa  and  elsewhere 
who  brutally  repress  workers  and  the  rural 
and  urban  poor.”  We  call  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  Chinese 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  and  replace  it  with 
a government  of  workers  and  peasants 
councils  committed  to  the  struggle  for 
world  socialism. 

A stark  demonstration  of  the  Chinese 
Stalinists’  conciliation  of  imperialism  is 
China’s  role  in  UN  “peacekeeping" — i.e., 


murderous  repression  and  the  imposition 
of  imperialist  diktat.  Today,  of  all  the 
permanent  members  of  the  UN  Security 
Council,  China  is  the  largest  contributor 
of  forces  to  UN  "peacekeeping"  missions. 
We  demand  that  China  end  its  participa- 
tion in  UN  military  missions. 

For  Permanent  Revolution! 

South  Sudan  is  one  of  the  poorest  and 
least  developed  places  on  earth.  The 
degree  of  social  misery  defies  descrip- 
tion. Most  of  the  population  ekes  out  a 
living  on  less  than  75  cents  a day.  One  in 
ten  children  die  before  their  first  birth- 
day. An  estimated  80  percent  of  adults, 
including  92  percent  of  women,  cannot 
read  or  write.  The  billions  of  dollars 
expected  from  oil  revenue  arc  not  about 
to  trickle  down  to  the  desperately  impov- 
erished masses,  while  the  corrupt  ruling 
elite  will  be  gorging  itself  on  the  spoils. 
The  weight  of  backwardness  is  enor- 
mous, modern  industry  scarcely  exists, 
and  there  is  no  working  class  to  speak  of. 

Key  to  the  fate  of  the  masses  of  South 
Sudan  is  the  struggle  for  proletarian  revo- 
lution in  Sudan  and  beyond.  There  is  a 
small  but  combative  Sudanese  proletariat 
consisting  chiefly  of  oil,  textile,  dock  and 
rail  workers.  With  only  scant  manufactur- 
ing industries,  the  bourgeoisie  consists 
mainly  of  generals,  government  ministers, 
contractors  and  merchants.  While  lord- 
ing over  an  impoverished  population,  the 
Sudanese  bourgeoisie  is  utterly  subordi- 
nated to  imperialism.  The  Bashir  regime 
is  currently  on  the  outs  with  Washington. 
But  less  than  five  years  ago  it  was  hailed 
by  the  U.S.  State  Department  as  a "strong 
partner  in  the  war  on  terror”  as  it  secretly 
worked  with  the  CIA,  assembled  a net- 
work of  informants  to  spy  on  insurgents  in 
Iraq  and  detained  suspects  as  they  passed 
through  Khartoum  for  interrogation  by 
U.S.  agents  ( Los  Angeles  Times,  1 1 June 
2007).  Bashir,  who  took  power  in  a 1989 
coup,  has  murdered,  imprisoned  and  tor- 
tured thousands  of  Communists,  workers 
and  secular  nationalists. 

Yet  the  reformist  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP)  in  the  U.S.  acts  as  apologists  for 
the  Bashir  regime,  constantly  promoting 
its  supposed  "independence”  from  Wash- 
ington. In  a 9 January  2011  article  on  its 
workers.org  Web  site  titled  “U.S.  Seeks 
to  Influence  Sudan  Referendum,”  the 
WWP  opined,  “The  division  of  Sudan 
and  the  intensification  of  military  con- 
flict can  only  enhance  the  capacity  of  the 
imperialist  states  to  set  the  terms  for  the 
future  of  the  region."  The  WWP’s  back- 
handed  support  to  Sudan’s  oppressive 
continued  on  page  10 
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South  Sudan... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

retention  of  the  South  was  a real  measure 
of  its  political  support  to  Bashir's  blood- 
drenched  rule.  In  the  age  of  imperialism, 
the  colonial  and  semicolonial  bourgeoi- 
sies can  exist  only  as  middlemen  and 
brokers  for  imperialism,  and  Bashir  is 
just  that. 

In  a world  economy  dominated  by  the 
imperialist  powers,  the  economically 
backward,  neocolonial  African  countries 
have  no  chance  of  achieving  significant 
economic  and  social  development.  The 
key  to  achieving  social  equality  and  qual- 
itative economic  progress  in  backward 
countries  is  provided  by  the  perspective 
of  permanent  revolution  developed  by 
Leon  Trotsky.  As  shown  by  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917  in  Russia,  in  countries 
of  belated  capitalist  development  only 
the  seizure  of  power  by  the  proletariat, 
supported  by  the  mass  of  poor  peas- 
ants, can  achieve  key  democratic  tasks 
such  as  agrarian  revolution  on  the  way 
to  beginning  the  socialist  reconstruction 
of  society.  To  lay  the  basis  for  achieving 
socialism — a society  of  material  abun- 
dance— requires  the  extension  of  prole- 
tarian revolution  to  the  major  advanced 
capitalist  countries,  which  possess  the 
technological  and  other  material  wealth 
necessary  for  all-around  development. 

Short  of  the  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat. there  can  be  no  liberation  for 
the  Sudanese  masses.  North  and  South, 
from  the  yoke  of  imperialist  domination 
and  mass  poverty.  At  the  same  time,  any 
perspective  for  socialist  development  in 
Sudan  is  crucially  dependent  on  the  fight 
for  workers  revolution  in  neighboring 
Egypt,  with  which  Sudan  shares  a long 
and  tortured  history,  and  South  Africa, 
which  along  with  Egypt  has  the  great- 
est proletarian  concentration  in  Africa. 
Above  all.  the  struggle  for  the  socialist 
transformation  of  Africa  must  be  linked 


to  the  fight  for  proletarian  power  in  the 
imperialist  heartlands. 

Bitter  Lessons  of  History 

To  peel  the  Sudanese  proletariat  away 
from  poisonous  bourgeois  nationalism 
and  religious  reaction  requires  the  forging 
of  a Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party. 
This  can  only  be  done  by  drawing  the 
lessons  of  history,  including  the  crushing 
defeat  suffered  by  the  proletariat  under 
the  leadership  of  the  Stalinist  Sudanese 
Communist  Party  (SCP)  in  1971. 

Founded  in  the  mid  1940s  as  an  offshoot 
of  the  Egyptian  communist  movement, 
the  Sudanese  Movement  for  National 
Liberation,  later  the  SCP,  rapidly  estab- 
lished itself  as  a mass  party,  becoming 
one  of  the  largest  Communist  parties  on 
the  continent.  Historically,  it  was  second 
in  size  and  influence  only  to  the  South 
African  Communist  Party.  The  hege- 
monic party  of  the  proletariat,  the  SCP 
also  had  a broad  following  among  the 
intelligentsia  and  urban  petty  bourgeoisie 
as  well  as  peasants,  enabling  the  election 
of  several  party  members  to  parliament. 
In  Sudan's  patchwork  of  myriad  national, 
ethnic  and  religious  minorities,  the  SCP 
was  about  the  only  political  organiza- 
tion with  a base  that  cut  across  national 
and  religious  lines,  with  supporters  in 
both  the  North  and  the  South.  It" is  also 
credited  with  electing  the  first  woman  to 
parliament  in  Sudan.  However,  following 
the  Menshevik/Stalinist  schema  of  “two- 
stage  revolution,”  the  SCP  subordinated 
the  militant  proletariat  to  an  allegedly 
“progressive,”  “anti-imperialist”  national 
bourgeoisie. 

The  SCP  broke  with  the  Egyptian 
communists  over  their  support  to  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  regime  headed  first 
by  Mohammed  Naguib  and  then  Colonel 
Abdel  Nasser.  The  SCP  called  Nasser  & 
Co.  “running  dogs  of  American  imperi- 
alism” while  indulging  in  class  collabo- 
ration on  its  own  terrain,  either  support- 
ing or  participating  in  several  bourgeois 


governments.  Due  to  its  role  in  leading  a 
general  strike  that  brought  down  the  mili- 
tary regime  of  General  Ibrahim  Abboud 
in  1964,  the  SCP  and  its  supporters  were 
awarded  a majority  of  ministerial  posi- 
tions in  a transitional  bourgeois  govern- 
ment. As  it  became  increasingly  mired  in 
class  collaboration,  the  SCP  accommo- 
dated to  the  northern  rulers'  insistence  on 
enforced  unification.  The  SCP  dropped 
its  earlier  call  for  self-determination  for 
the  South  in  favor  of  the  demand  for 
regional  autonomy — i.e.,  keeping  the 
South  oppressed  within  a unified  Sudan. 

After  general  elections  were  held  in 
1965,  one  of  the  new  parliament’s  first 
acts  was  to  dissolve  the  SCP  and  expel 
its  parliamentary  deputies.  The  demise 
of  the  SCP  came  at  the  hands  of  Colo- 
nel Nimeiri,  who  took  power  in  1969 
with  the  support  of  SCP  military  offi- 
cers. Nimeiri  soon  turned  to  the  right, 
throwing  SCP  officers  out  of  the  mili- 
tary regime  and  jailing  key  party  lead- 
ers. After  the  SCP  staged  a failed  coup 
in  1971,  the  majority  of  the  party  leader- 
ship was  executed  and  thousands  of  SCP 
cadres  were  imprisoned.  In  1985,  the 
underground  SCP  was  a leading  force  in 
a general  strike  against  Nimeiri.  But  the 
SCP  never  broke  from  the  treacherous 
“two-stage"  program.  The  SCP’s  crimi- 
nal betrayals  in  disarming  the  working 
class  and  tying  it  to  its  exploiters  fostered 
an  atmosphere  of  despair  and  a sense  of 
defeat  that  paved  the  way  for  the  ascen- 
dance of  the  Islamic  fundamentalists 
who  now  rule  the  country. 

Today  the  SCP  is  a shadow  of  its  former 
self.  The  party  has  been  reduced  to  the 
status  of  a junior  partner  in  the  National 
Democratic  Alliance,  an  umbrella  of  all 
the  parties  opposed  to  the  current  regime, 
including  an  Islamic  fundamentalist  fac- 
tion that  split  from  the  ruling  National 
Congress  Party.  As  shown  by  bitter  expe- 
rience in  Sudan  and  elsewhere,  “two-stage 
revolution”  ends  with  the  bourgeoisie 
murderously  repressing  the  Communists 


Abdel  Khaliq  Mahjub,  secretary  gen- 
eral of  Sudanese  Communist  Party, 
executed  in  1971  by  Nimeiri  regime. 


and  their  working-class  base,  while  the 
second  “stage” — socialist  revolution — 
never  comes. 

In  almost  all  of  sub-Saharan  Africa  there 
are  only  marginal  pockets  of  industrializa- 
tion. Nevertheless,  there  are  oil  workers 
in  Nigeria.  Angola,  Guinea-Bissau  and 
Sudan;  dock  and  rail  workers  in  Kenya; 
miners  in  Zambia  and  the  Congo.  Such  iso- 
lated but  potentially  powerful  sections  of 
the  international  proletariat  must  become 
a human  link  to  the  industrial  proletariat 
of  South  Africa  and  Egypt,  which  are  key 
to  a revolutionary  perspective  on  the  con- 
tinent. For  that  to  happen,  revolutionary 
workers  parties  must  be  forged  throughout 
the  region  that  break  the  proletariat  from 
the  bourgeois-nationalist  regimes,  oppo- 
sition parties  and  reactionary  religious 
forces  to  which  it  is  presently  politically 
subordinated.  The  International  Commu- 
nist League  (Fourth  Internationalist)  is 
dedicated  to  building  such  parties  as  sec- 
tions of  a reforged  Fourth  International, 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution.  ■ 


SYC  Speaker... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

essence,  these  groups  lend  ardent  sup- 
port to  bourgeois  democracy.  Just  take, 
for  example,  the  enthusiastic  support  the 
ISO  gave  to  the  Libyan  “rebels"  last  year. 
These  “rebel”  forces  were  supported  by 
U.S.  imperialism  and  its  Commander-in- 
Chief,  Obama,  who  bombed  Tripoli  in 
the  name  of  “democracy.”  At  home,  the 
reformist  left’s  support  to  the  Occupy 
movement  is  just  another  expression  of  its 
“fight  the  right”  agenda,  which  amounts 
to  nothing  more  than  building  illusions  in 
and  support  for  the  Democrats. 

The  Occupy  protesters  constantly  talk 
about  “reclaiming  our  democracy.”  This 
country  was  founded  on  the  enslavement 
of  blacks  and  the  genocide  of  Native 
Americans.  Its  history  is  riddled  with  the 


bodies  of  working-class  fighters  killed  at 
the  hands  of  the  police  or  the  courts.  The 
purpose  of  this  government  has  always 
been  to  defend  the  property  and  profits 
of  the  ruling  class. 

We,  as  communist  revolutionaries, 
always  ask  the  question — democracy  for 
which  class?  The  facade  of  democracy 
serves  to  obscure  the  fact  that  the  capitalist 
state  is  an  instrument  of  organized  vio- 
lence— at  its  core  the  police,  military, 
courts  and  prisons — for  maintaining  capi- 
talist rule.  From  CCNY  to  Zuccotti  Park, 
we  are  constantly  arguing  against  illusions 
in  the  cops.  Cops  are  not  workers — they 
are  strikebreakers  who  act  in  the  interest  of 
the  fundamentally  racist  ruling  class,  the 
bourgeoisie.  And  that’s  why  we  read  and 
teach  Lenin’s  The  State  and  Revolution. 

In  November,  at  a demonstration  at 
City  College,  students  protested  a planned 
tuition  hike  and  we  led  the  chants,  "Cops 
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off  campus!  Free  quality  education!  Abol- 
ish the  administration!”  We  raised  the  call 
for  worker/teacher/student  control  of  the 
schools.  The  student  protesters,  many  of 
whom  were  black  and  Latino,  had  picked 
up  some  of  our  slogans.  These  chants  were 
counterposed  to  the  politics  of  the  liberal 
leadership  of  the  demonstration.  Students 
United  for  a Free  CUNY,  who  accept  the 
framework  of  capitalism  by  begging  for  a 
few  crumbs. 

Our  starting  point  is  to  have  a clear 
class  opposition  to  capitalist  politicians 
like  Obama  and  the  Democratic  Party. 
The  Democrats  were  once  the  party  in 
defense  of  slavery  and  later  the  party 
of  Jim  Crow.  They  aim,  as  does  the 
bourgeoisie  as  a whole,  to  “divide  and 
conquer"  so  their  profits  will  rise.  Rac- 
ism is  all  part  and  parcel  of  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  capitalist  order.  The  “war 
on  terror,”  the  “war  on  drugs,”  the  war 
against  abortion  rights — these  are  wars 
on  blacks,  women  and  the  working  class 
as  a whole!  Just  look  at  Obama’s  outra- 
geous ban  on  over-the-counter  access  to 
morning-after  pills  for  teenagers.  These 


are  young  women  under  17  years  old  who 
will  not  have  easy  access  to  a simple  pill, 
making  it  harder  for  them  to  avoid  hav- 
ing children.  This  is  criminal!  It  serves 
to  tighten  the  grip  of  social  control  and 
enforce  the  sexual  repression  of  young 
women.  Again  and  again  you  can  see  that 
the  Democrats  are  really  just  the  other 
party  of  capitalism  and  war.  This  is  why 
we  have  always  and  consistently  raised 
the  slogan  “Break  with  the  Democrats!” 
and  why  we  call  to  build  a multiracial 
workers  party  that  fights  for  a workers 
government. 

The  only  way  out  of  this  hell  is 
through  workers  revolution.  The  vic- 
tory of  the  socialist  revolution  in  this 
country  will  be  achieved  only  through 
the  struggle  of  the  multiracial  working 
class,  under  the  leadership  of  the  revo- 
lutionary vanguard  party.  In  the  course 
of  the  struggle,  unbreakable  bonds  will 
be  forged  between  these  different  sec- 
tions of  the  working  class.  Then,  we  will 
ensure  at  last  the  end  of  wage  slavery, 
racism,  and  exploitation.  Join  this  fight! 
Join  the  Spartacus  Youth  Club!  ■ 
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Berlin, 
January  15: 
Spartakist 
contingent  at 
Lenin- 
Luxemburg- 
Liebknecht 
commemora- 
tion. Sign  in 
front  reads: 
“Mobilize 
Workers  and 
Ethnic  Minori- 
ties to  Stop 
the  Nazis!” 


Germany... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

The  bourgeois  state  as  a whole  does 
not  act  to  "preserve  free  civil  rights” 
but  rather  the  rule  of  the  capitalist  class. 
Lenin  had  leftists  like  the  RSB  in  mind 
when  he  polemicized  in  The  State  and 
Revolution  in  1917: 

“According  to  Marx,  the  state  is  an  organ 
of  class  rule,  an  organ  for  the  oppression 
of  one  class  by  another;  it  is  the  creation 
of  ‘order,’  which  legalises  and  perpetu- 
ates this  oppression  by  moderating  the 
conflict  between  the  classes.  In  the  opin- 
ion of  the  petty-bourgeois  politicians, 
however,  order  means  the  reconciliation 
of  classes,  and  not  the  oppression  of  one 
class  by  another;  to  alleviate  the  con- 
flict means  reconciling  classes  and  not 
depriving  the  oppressed  classes  of  defi- 
nite means  and  methods  of  struggle  to 
overthrow  the  oppressors." 

The  bourgeoisie  needs  the  Nazis  as 
a means  of  pressure  and  terror,  keeping 
them  in  reserve.  That  is  why  the  bour- 
geois state,  as  the  organ  of  capitalist  class 
rule,  fries  to  make  it  impossible  for  the 
oppressed  class,  the  proletariat,  to  smash 
its  reserve  army,  its  Nazis. 

The  Class  Continuity  of  the 
Fourth  Reich 

It  would  be  totally  illusory  to  believe 
that  the  bourgeois  state  would  renounce 
spying  on  its  "own"  populace,  especially 
the  left  and  the  working  class.  Even  if  the 
VS  were  dissolved — which  is  a long  way 
off  in  spite  of  the  blatant  evidence  of 
VS-Nazi  plots — the  same  dirty  work 
would  be  carried  out  by  the  same  people 
under  a different  cover,  as  the  very  his- 
tory of  the  police,  BKA,  BND  and  VS 
proves.  After  the  Red  Army’s  heroic  vic- 
tory that  smashed  the  Third  Reich,  the 
capitalist  slate  was  rebuilt  in  West  Ger- 
many with  the  same  people  who  had 
served  the  Third  Reich.  The  BND  was 
formed  out  of  Reinhard  Gehlen’s  Nazi 
espionage  organization  "Foreign  Armies 
East,”  and  the  whole  pack — the  BKA. 
police  and  VS — were  established  with 
cadres  from  the  SS,  Gestapo,  SD  [Secu- 
rity Service],  etc. 

When  the  Nazis  seized  power  in  1933, 
they  were  also  largely  able  to  take  over 
the  existing  capitalist  state  of  the  Weimar 
Republic — police,  army,  civil  service. 
This  continuity  is  a class  continuity,  i.e., 
from  the  Second  Kaiserreich  [empire] 
through  the  Weimar  Republic  and  the 
Third  Reich  to  today’s  Fourth  Reich, 
the  bourgeoisie  has  ruled  continuously 
through  its  state.  The  exception  was  East 
Germany,  where  the  bourgeoisie  was 
expropriated  after  the  Second  World  War 
and  the  DDR  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state  established. 


Sometimes  the  left  does  write  about 
the  Nazi  past  of  the  BND,  VS.  etc.  For 
instance,  under  the  social-patriotic  head- 
line, "Disgrace  for  Germany,”  one  can 
read  in  Junge  Welt  (24  November  2011), 
“According  to  serious  research,  500  to 
800  Nazi  activists  were  working  in  the 
offices  of  the  Verfassungsschutz.  Some 
of  them  carried  out  frightful  crimes.” 
But  the  collaboration  of  the  VS  with  the 
NSU  and  the  NPD  is  presented  solely  as 
a remnant  of  the  Nazi-era  mentality:  “The 
main  cause  of  the  failure  is  rather  to  be 
attributed  to  the  ideology  and  mindset  of 
the  employees  of  the  organs  of  repression. 
This  is  expressed  in  an  underestimation 
of  the  rightist  danger,  has  historical  roots 
and  still  has  an  impact  generations  later." 
Thus,  the  material  basis  of  this  continu- 
ity, i.e.,  the  continued  rule  of  capitalism, 
is  covered  up. 

Two  additional  important  points  refute 
the  notion  that  this  is  a question  merely 
of  aftereffects.  First,  the  collaboration 
between  the  secret  services  and  the  fas- 
cists, the  state  cover-ups  of  fascist  terror 
and  state  protection  of  fascist  mobiliza- 
tions are  not  purely  German  phenomena. 
Rather,  these  practices  were  and  are 
features  of  all  modern  capitalist  states, 
including  the  World  War  II-era  Axis  pow- 
ers, the  countries  they  victimized  and  the 
bourgeois-democratic  Allies.  Whether  in 
Britain  or  the  U.S.,  Germany  or  Italy: 
Everywhere  the  fascists  terrorize  leftists 
and  ethnic  minorities,  and  everywhere  the 
cops  protect  fascist  mobilizations  and 
bludgeon  their  opponents. 

Second,  with  the  expropriation  of  the 
bourgeoisie  in  the  DDR,  the  root  cause 
of  fascism — capitalism — was  removed. 
Unlike  in  West  Germany,  the  state  there 
wasn’t  erected  by  the  Nazi  criminals.  His- 
torically progressive,  the  DDR’s  planned 


economy  made  it  possible  to  achieve  enor- 
mous social  gains,  such  as  the  eradication 
of  homelessness  and  joblessness;  universal 
access  to  health  care,  care  for  the  elderly 
and  kindergartens;  virtually  full  employ- 
ment for  women,  etc.  However,  political 
power  in  the  DDR,  as  in  the  Soviet  Union 
on  which  it  was  modeled,  was  in  the  hands 
of  a bureaucratic  caste,  which  spread  the 
lie  that  socialism  can  be  built  separately  in 
each  individual  country. 

Capitalist  Reunification 
Fueled  Nazi  Terror 

At  the  time  of  the  incipient  proletar- 
ian political  revolution  in  the  DDR  in  the 
fall  of  1989,  we  fought  with  all  our  forces 
to  mobilize  the  workers  against  capitalist 
counterrevolution.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Nazis  crawled  out  of  their  rat  holes.  They 
were  against  the  workers  state  and  its 
social  foundations,  whereas  in  the  “demo- 
cratic" capitalist  West  they  were  protected 
by  the  state  because  they  defended  its 
social  foundations:  private  ownership  of 
the  means  of  production.  At  the  rally  that 
we  initiated  to  protest  the  Nazi  desecra- 
tion of  the  Treptow  monument  honoring 
the  Red  Army  soldiers  who  fell  liberating 
Berlin,  a united  front  with  the  [DDR’s  rul- 
ing Stalinist  party]  SED-PDS.  we  warned: 
“Resurgent  fascism  is  still  an  extrem- 
ist fringe  phenomenon.  It  would  again 
threaten  all  mankind  as  soon  as  the  first 
crises  in  a reunified  Grossdeutschland. 
Today,  however,  the  SPD/SDP  is  the 
chief  instrument  to  bring  about  such  a 
Greater  Germany.  Throttling  the  hydra- 
headed fascist  monster  now  is  to  blunt 
this  Social  Democratic  penetration." 

— Spartakist  No.  66,  3 January 
1990  [reprinted  in  Special 
Supplement  to  Workers 
Vanguard , 12  January  1990] 

In  fact,  in  the  south  of  the  DDR,  the  SPD 
was  demonstrating  with  counterrevolution- 


ary nationalist  slogans  calling  for  "Ger- 
many One  Fatherland"  alongside  Nazis 
who  had  purged  the  demos  of  communists. 

As  a result  of  the  counterrevolutions  in 
East  Europe  and  the  former  Soviet  Union 
from  1990  to  1992,  social  immiseration 
was  accompanied  by  a murderous  rise 
in  nationalism  and  Nazi  terror.  In  Gcr 
many  in  the  summer  of  1992,  following 
months  of  racist  hysteria  against  refu- 
gees, a pogrom  in  Rostock-Lichtenhagen 
was  sanctioned  by  the  state.  A raging 
Nazi  mob  terrorized  a refugee  hostel  and 
then  tried  to  immolate  the  refugees,  all 
under  the  eyes  of  the  nearby  police  (see 
Spartakist  No.  97,  September  1992,  or 
WV  No.  558,  4 September  1992).  At  the 
same  time,  the  SPD  party  leadership,  with 
the  significant  participation  of  [former 
SPD  chairman  and  cofounder  of  the  Left 
Party]  Oskar  Lafontaine,  voted  for  the 
Petersberg  Resolutions,  which  in  practice 
abolished  the  right  to  asylum.  The  Nazi 
arson  murders  in  Molln  and  Solingen  fol- 
lowed. During  our  struggle  in  1989-90 
against  capitalist  reunification  and  for  the 
revolutionary  reunification  of  Germany 
through  proletarian  political  revolution  in 
the  DDR  and  socialist  revolution  in  West 
Germany,  we  warned  against  precisely 
these  consequences. 

Today,  the  Nazis  have  the  weight  of  a 
fly  in  comparison  with  the  trade  unions, 
which  include  millions  of  German,  ex- 
Yugoslav,  Kurdish  and  TUrkish  workers, 
along  with  their  children  and  grandchil- 
dren. In  the  highly  indebted  EU  coun- 
tries, such  as  Greece,  Ireland,  etc.,  the 
German  bourgeoisie  in  collaboration  with 
the  local  bourgeoisies  is  forcing  brutal 
austerity  measures  down  the  throats  of 
working  people.  It  is  only  a matter  of  time 
before  the  crisis  reaches  Germany  again, 
and  the  attacks  intensify.  While  this  will 
call  forth  defensive  struggles  by  the  work- 
ing class,  it  will  also  put  wind  in  the  sails 
of  racist  demagogues  and  the  Nazis.  The 
Nazi  spawn  must  be  crushed  while  they 
are  still  relatively  small! 

The  unions  must  mobilize  their  mem- 
bers at  the  head  of  all  the  potential  victims 
of  the  fascists  to  smash  Nazi  provocations 
in  disciplined  united-front  actions,  inde- 
pendent of  the  capitalists  and  their  state. 
Ethnically  integrated  workers  defense 
groups  are  needed  to  defend  the  trade 
unions  and  their  rallies,  strikes  and  facili- 
ties, as  well  as  to  defend  heavily  immi- 
grant districts.  Because  capitalist  misery 
spawns  this  scum,  the  struggle  against 
Nazi  terror  must  be  inextricably  linked  to 
the  struggle  to  smash  capitalism  through 
socialist  revolution.  This  requires  break- 
ing with  the  social-democratic  politics  of 
appeals  to  the  state  and  forging  a multi- 
ethnic revolutionary  workers  party  as  part 
of  a reforged  Fourth  International.  ■ 
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Wednesday,  February  8,  7 p.m. 
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Saturday,  February  11,3  p.m. 
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MSU  Student  Union,  3rd  Floor 
Lake  Erie  Room 
Information  and  readings: 
lansingsyc@gmail.com 
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NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  February  21,  7:30  p.m. 

From  the 

Civil  Rights  Movement 
to  the  Black  Panthers 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 

Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
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Thursday,  February  9,  6 p.m. 

Only  Socialist  Revolution 
Can  End  Imperialist  War 

U of  T,  Sidney  Smith,  Room  2116 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings: 

(416)  593-4138  • spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  February  15,  6:30  p.m. 
Hue  and  Cry  over 
China’s  Role  in  Africa 

UBC,  Student  Union  Bldg.,  Room  211 
Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 


Mexico... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

cannot  grant  “justice”  to  the  exploited 
and  oppressed  masses.  The  state  consists 
fundamentally  of  armed  bodies  of  men  at 
the  service  of  the  bourgeoisie  to  repress 
the  workers  and  the  poor.  What  this  attack 
shows — once  again — is  that  the  PRD. 
like  the  PAN  and  the  PRI,  is  a party  of 
capital  that  has  no  qualms  about  unleash- 
ing repressive  force  against  the  workers 
and  poor.  As  we  Spartacists  have  always 
insisted,  the  PRD,  including  AMLO 
[Andres  Manuel  L6pez  Obrador],  is  a 
bourgeois  party,  whose  differences  with 
the  PRI  and  PAN  can  be  reduced  to  how 
best  to  administer  the  capitalist  system  of 
exploitation.  The  bourgeois  state  cannot 
be  reformed  and  its  nature  will  not  change 
because  it  is  headed  by  one  or  another 
capitalist  politician.  To  end  once  and  for 
all  the  murderous  state  violence  directed 
against  workers,  poor  peasants  and  other 
oppressed  sectors,  the  working  class — the 
only  class  with  the  social  power  and  the 
interest  to  bring  down  capitalism — must 
destroy  the  bourgeois  state  and  replace  it 
with  its  own  rule:  a workers  and  peasants 
government,  i.e.,  the  dictatorship  of  the 
proletariat  supported  by  the  peasantry. 
To  achieve  the  above  it  is  necessary  for 


the  proletariat  to  break  with  all  bourgeois 
parties  and  politicians  and  forge  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  that  can  lead  the 
struggle  to  end  capitalism.  This  is  the  aim 
of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico, 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist).  ■ 


ESPARTACO 


f I capltaltamo  en  crisis:  Karl  Man  lama  razor. 


iNecesitamos  una  nueva  clase 
dominante:  la  clase  obrera! 


Publication  of  the  Grupo 
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No.  34,  Fall  2011,  $.50  (24  pages) 
Subscription:  $2  for  4 issues 

(includes  Spanish-language  Sparlacist) 
Order  from/make  checks  payable  to: 
Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1 377  GPO,  New  York,  NY  1 01 1 6 
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UN,  African  Union  Troops  Out  of  Sudan,  North  and  South! 


South  Sudan:  Independence  and 
the  Bloody  Legacy  of  Imperialism 


struggle  against  the  North.  It  is  of  vital 
importance  that  the  proletariat  in  Sudan 
oppose  any  attempts  by  its  bourgeois 
rulers  to  strangle  South  Sudan  and  put 
it  back  under  the  northern  yoke.  Unlike 
in  South  Sudan,  there  is  a small  but  his- 
torically militant  proletariat  in  the  North 
that  has  the  potential  to  be  mobilized  in 
revolutionary  struggle  as  part  of  the  fight 
for  a world  socialist  order.  One  particu- 
lar demand  that  workers  organizations  in 
Sudan  must  champion  is  that  the  hundreds 
of  thousands  of  southerners  living  there 
have  the  same  citizenship  rights  as  north- 
erners. By  the  same  token,  workers  in 
Egypt — the  country  with  by  far  the  larg- 
est proletariat  in  North  Africa — should 
defend  the  Sudanese  minority  there,  who 
suffer  systematic  discrimination  and  such 
murderous  violence  as  the  2005  massa- 
cre of  at  least  23  refugees  by  security 
forces  in  Cairo. 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we  demand 
the  withdrawal  of  all  UN  and  AU  troops 
from  Sudan  and  South  Sudan  and  an  end 
to  imperialist  sanctions  against  Khar- 
toum. It  is  particularly  important  for  the 
American  working  class  to  demand:  All 
U.S.  special  forces  out  of  Africa!  At  pres- 
ent, there  is  no  military  conflict  between 
the  UN/AU  troops  and  the  Sudanese  gov- 
ernment. However,  this  could  change.  For 
example,  Bloomberg.com  (18  January) 
reports  that  with  the  conflict  in  the  states 
of  South  Kordofan  and  Blue  Nile  exac- 
erbating the  threat  of  famine,  the  White 
House  is  considering  launching  an  “aid" 
operation  in  the  border  region  without 
Khartoum’s  approval,  posing  a possible 
military  conflict  between  Sudan  and  U.S. 
imperialism. 

In  any  military  conflict  over  South 
Sudan  between  imperialist  forces — e.g., 
the  U.S.,  UN  and  its  AU  adjuncts — and 
Sudan,  the  question  of  the  independence 
of  the  South  Sudanese  would  be  subordi- 
nated to  the  struggle  against  imperialism. 
In  that  case,  the  workers  of  the  world  must 
stand  with  Sudan  against  the  imperial- 
ists without  giving  any  political  support 
continued  on  page  8 


the  bourgeois  ruling  party.  Nor  do  we  pre- 
tend that  the  Dinka,  the  Nuer  and  other 
tribes  are  anything  more  than,  perhaps, 
an  embryo  of  a nation  at  the  very  earli- 
est stages  of  formation.  There  must  be 
no  illusions  that  the  rulers  of  the  South 
will  be  fundamentally  different  from  the 
bourgeois  regimes  in  Sudan,  Uganda. 
Kenya  and  Ethiopia,  which  have  brutally 
repressed  trade  unions,  subjugated  minor- 
ity tribes  and  fattened  their  purses  with 
the  spoils  of  the  state  bureaucracy. 

Championing  the  equality  of  all  nations. 
Marxists  understand  that  upholding  the 
democratic  right  to  self-determination 
is  particularly  important  in  enabling  the 
working  class  of  oppressor  states  to 
mobilize  for  the  overthrow  of  its  own 
bourgeois  rulers.  As  V.I.  Lenin,  the 
principal  leader  of  the  proletarian  1917 
October  Revolution  in  Russia,  pointed 
out  in  Critical  Remarks  on  the  National 
Question  (1913):  "To  throw  off  the  feu- 
dal yoke,  all  national  oppression,  and  all 
privileges  enjoyed  by  any  particular  nation 
or  language,  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the 
proletariat  as  a democratic  force,  and  is 
certainly  in  the  interests  of  the  proletar- 
ian class  struggle,  which  is  obscured  and 
retarded  by  bickering  on  the  national 
question." 

This  applies  with  full  force  in  regard  to 
Sudan’s  historic  oppression  of  the  South 
Sudanese,  a pre-national  group  of  dispa- 
rate peoples  who  largely  were  brought 
together  through  the  many  years  of  armed 


Clockwise  from  top 
left:  Independence 
celebration  in  South 
Sudan  capital,  Juba, 
9 July  2011. 
Refugee  camp  near 
Bunj,  South  Sudan, 
December  2011. 
South  Sudan 
president  Salva  Kiir 
Mayardit  with 
Obama  in  New  York, 
September  2011. 


of  the  Chinese  deformed  workers  state 
in  South  Sudan  and  the  broader  region. 
Already  the  imperialists  are  administer- 
ing state  affairs  in  Juba  through  so-called 
“non-governmental  organizations”  and 
aid  agencies  while  policing  the  border 
area  through  United  Nations  and  African 
Union  (AU)  troops,  part  of  a 30.000-strong 
UN/AU  force  in  Sudan  and  South  Sudan. 
In  addition  to  beefing  up  the  American 
diplomatic  presence  in  Juba,  the  Obama 
administration  announced  in  October  that 
small  contingents  of  U.S.  special  forces 
would  be  deployed  in  South  Sudan  as  well 
as  Uganda,  the  Central  African  Republic 
and  the  Democratic  Republic  of  Congo. 
The  U.S.  Air  Force  has  also  been  flying 
drones  based  in  southern  Ethiopia  and 
Djibouti  as  part  of  a proxy  war  against 
the  al-Shabab  militia  in  Somalia  and  to 
attack  targets  in  Yemen. 

In  a January  2011  referendum,  the  peo- 
ple of  southern  Sudan  voted  overwhelm- 
ingly for  independence.  The  referendum 
was  stipulated  by  an  imperialist-brokered 
2005  peace  agreement  between  Khar- 
toum and  southern  rebel  forces,  ending 
a civil  war  that  had  raged  intermittently 
for  more  than  50  years.  Given  the  over- 
whelming popular  support  for  indepen- 
dence, as  proletarian  internationalists 
we  support  secession  and  the  establish- 
ment of  a separate  state  for  the  South 
Sudanese. 

At  the  same  time,  we  do  not  give  the 
least  political  support  to  the  SPLM,  now 


JANUARY  25 — Barely  six  months  after 
attaining  independence.  South  Sudan  is 
being  torn  by  renewed  warfare  between 
the  cattle-herding  Murle  and  Nuer  tribes. 
Estimates  of  those  killed  range  as  high 
as  3.000.  The  newly  formed  government 
of  South  Sudan,  whose  secession  from 
Sudan  capped  a multi-decade  armed 
struggle  against  northern  oppression,  is 
itself  a melange  of  officeholders  from 
the  Nuer,  Zande.  Shilluk  Dinka  and  other 
peoples.  There  is  also  a continuing  threat 
of  military  conflict  with  Sudan.  As  inde- 
pendence approached,  armed  groups  were 
battling  Sudanese  government  forces  in 
the  South  Kordofan  and  Blue  Nile  bor- 
der states,  which  remain  part  of  Sudan. 
Those  groups  had  formerly  fought  with 
the  Sudan  People’s  Liberation  Movement 
(SPLM) — the  main  force  in  the  struggle 
for  southern  independence.  Fighting  along 
the  border  had  become  so  severe  by  last 
month  that  the  South  Sudan  government, 
based  in  the  capital  Juba,  warned  that  it 
was  on  the  brink  of  war. 

The  border  region  is  a complex  mosaic 
of  ethnic  groups  with  loyalties  divided 
between  North  and  South.  Sudan’s  north- 
ern rulers  in  Khartoum  have  not  been 
shy  about  their  intention  to  annex  whole 
chunks  of  this  territory,  which  is  par- 
ticularly rich  in  oil  and  fertile  soil.  Cur- 
rently oil  from  South  Sudan  and  border 
areas  like  the  Abyei  region  is  piped  to  the 
North,  refined  there  and  exported.  With 
Khartoum  and  Juba  yet  to  reach  agree- 
ment on  sharing  oil  revenues,  the  land- 
locked South  has  struck  a deal  with  Kenya 
to  build  a pipeline  to  its  Lamu  port.  On 
January  23,  South  Sudan  started  shutting 
down  oil  production,  some  350,000  bar- 
rels per  day,  accusing  Sudan  of  seizing 
$815  million  worth  of  crude. 

The  existence  of  South  Sudan's  govern- 
ment is  based  mainly  on  aid  from  the  U.S. 
and  other  imperialist  powers,  which  see 
in  this  deeply  impoverished  country — one 
that  lacks  the  most  basic  modern  infra- 
structure— the  potential  for  fabulous  prof- 
its through  looting  its  oil  reserves.  The 
U.S.  also  aims  to  counter  the  influence 
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ILWU  Holds  the  Line  Against  Union  Busting 


. _ werin/Longview 

Grain  freighter  escorted  by  Coast  Guard  and  police  boats  docks  at  EGT  terminal  in  Longview,  Washington,  on  February  7 Belo 
Local  21  members  and  supporters  face  off  against  cops  in  fight  to  defeat  union-busting,  7 September  2011. 


Lessons  of  the 
Battle  of  Longview 


Brock  Lile 


On  February  7,  members  of  Interna- 
tional Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  21  began  loading  wheat 
destined  for  South  Korea  on  the  first  ship 
to  pull  into  the  new,  high-tech  EGT  termi- 
nal in  Longview,  Washington.  Two  days 
later,  a five-year  contract  settlement  cov- 
ering both  maintenance  and  production  at 
the  terminal  was  approved  by  Local  21 
members.  The  scabs  of  Operating  Engi- 
neers Local  701  are  out  and  the  ILWU  is 
in.  This  marks  the  end  of  a nearly  two- 
year-long  showdown  pitting  the  ILWU 
against  the  giant  EGT  grain  conglomer- 
ate and,  behind  it,  finally,  the  full  forces 
of  the  capitalist  state. 

We  salute  the  militancy  and  determina- 
tion of  the  ILWU  members  who  fought  so 
hard,  centrally  those  of  Local  21.  Earlier  in 
this  battle,  the  union  and  its  allies  flexed 
their  muscle  in  the  kind  of  labor  action  not 
seen  in  this  country  for  decades.  Mass  pick- 
ets were  mobilized  to  block  trains  bringing 
grain  into  the  terminal.  The  cops  retaliated 
with  a vendetta  of  harassment,  intimidation 
and  multiple  arrests  against  ILWU  mem- 
bers and  their  supporters.  When  police 
attacked  the  union’s  lines  on  September  7, 
ILWU  International  president  Robert 
McEllrath,  who  had  been  brutally  man- 
handled by  the  cops,  called  to  disperse  the 
picket  and  wait  for  the  backing  of  other 
longshoremen.  Ports  in  the  region  were  shut 
down  the  following  day  as  ILWU  members 
poured  into  Longview  to  give  EGT,  its 
hired  security  thugs  and  the  strikebreaking 
cops  a real  taste  of  union  power.  With  the 
labor-hating  media  screaming  that  thou- 
sands of  tons  of  grain  had  been  dumped  on 
the  tracks,  EGT,  backed  by  Obama’s 


National  Labor  Relations  Board,  went  to 
the  courts,  which  leveled  over  $300,000  in 
fines  against  the  union. 

The  ILWU  International  leadership 
backed  off,  retreating  to  filing  suits  in 
the  capitalist  courts  and  pushing  a ref- 
erendum appealing  for  the  recall  of  the 
local  Cowlitz  County  sheriff.  Trainloads 
of  grain  were  driven  unhindered  into  the 
terminal,  where  it  was  unloaded  by  scabs 
from  Operating  Engineers  Local  701.  By 
late  last  year,  the  company  was  moving 
to  get  the  grain  shipped  out,  with  the 
backing  of  the  Obama  administration’s 
"Homeland  Security”  apparatus.  The  union 
was  now  looking  down  the  barrels  of  a 
flotilla  of  armed  Coast  Guard  ships  and 
helicopters  being  mobilized  to  escort  the 
first  ship  up  the  Columbia  River  to  the 
EGT  terminal.  Citing  the  ILWU’s  previ- 
ous "violent"  actions,  the  Coast  Guard 
ordered  a temporary  “safety  zone"  around 
the  terminal  and  any  incoming  ships,  giv- 


ing itself  authority  to  take  whatever  action 
was  necessary  to  enforce  it.  Any  violation 
could  bring  fines  of  up  to  $250,000  and 
six  years  in  prison. 

The  Cowlitz-Wahkiakum  Counties 
Central  Labor  Council  issued  a “Call  to 
Action"  urging  workers  and  their  allies 
to  mobilize  in  Longview  when  the  first 
ship  came  in.  McEllrath  wrote  a letter  to 
all  ILWU  locals  calling  on  them  to  be 
prepared  for  protest  action.  The  populist 
Occupy  movement  was  organizing  for 
caravans  from  the  Pacific  Northwest  and 
down  the  West  Coast.  Individual  unions 
and  labor  councils  around  the  country 
passed  motions  and  sent  letters  protest- 
ing the  deployment  of  the  U.S.  military 
against  the  ILWU. 

A showdown  pitting  military  forces 
deployed  by  the  Obama  administration 
against  unionists  and  Occupy  protest- 
ers could  have  damaged  the  Democrat’s 
political  fortunes  in  the  lead-up  to  the 


2012  presidential  elections.  With  news 
spreading  of  the  imminent  arrival  of  the 
first  ship,  Washington  State’s  Democratic 
Party  governor  stepped  in  and  brokered 
a tentative  agreement  between  the  ILWU 
and  EGT. 

The  “Partnership”  of  Labor  and 
Capital  Is  a Lie! 

The  ILWU’s  International  president  is 
now  saluting  "the  partnership  between 
the  ILWU  and  EGT”  as  the  beginning  of 
“many  years  of  safe,  productive  operation 
at  the  facility,  and  stability  in  the  Pacific 
Northwest  grain  export  industry.”  But  the 
whole  battle  at  Longview  gives  the  lie  to 
the  bureaucracy’s  promotion  of  a “part- 
nership" between  the  longshoremen  and 
the  EGT  owners,  a lie  that  is  at  the  heart 
of  the  virtually  unchallenged  offensive 
by  the  bosses  and  their  state  that  has  gut- 
ted the  unions  in  this  country. 

The  "stability"  of  the  multibillion  dol- 
lar U.S.  grain  industry,  the  biggest  and 
most  profitable  in  the  world,  means  sky- 
rocketing food  prices  and  the  starvation 
and  death  of  millions  around  the  globe. 
The  world’s  grain  supply  is  controlled  by 
a handful  of  agribusiness  giants,  including 
U.S.-based  Cargill  and  Archer-Daniels- 
Midland.  At  home,  their  profits  are  created 
through  the  increasing  exploitation  of  the 
working  class,  which  is  why  EGT  was  out 
to  bust  the  ILWU  at  its  Longview  terminal. 
They  didn’t  succeed.  The  West  Coast-wide 
organization  of  the  union,  and  the  jobs  at 
the  Longview  port  the  union  has  worked 
for  80  years,  were  preserved. 

ILWU  Local  21  president  Dan  Coff- 
man told  Workers  Vanguard  that  the 
union  prevailed  in  its  demand  that  the 
company  pay  into  the  ILWU/Pacific 
Maritime  Association  (PMA)  health  and 
welfare  package  and  pay  into  the  pen- 
sion plan  as  well.  EGT  will  also  pay  the 
continued  on  page  8 


Letters 


On  Posse  Comitatus  Law 


January  14,  2012 
Editor,  Workers  Vanguard: 

In  discussing  the  erasure  of  democratic 
rights  under  the  rubric  of  the  "war  on  ter- 
ror". the  lead  article  in  WV  993,  "Obama 
Ramps  Up  ‘War  on  Terror’  at  Home", 
stales:  "This  is  not  to  mention  the  direct  vio- 
lation | by  the  NDAA — National  Defense 
Authorization  Act]  of  the  Posse  Comita- 
tus Act  of  1878,  which  prohibits  military 
forces  from  engaging  in  domestic  law 
enforcement."  Two  problems  with  this:  1. 
It’s  technically  incorrect.  The  Posse  Comi- 
tatus Act  (PCA)  prohibits  use  of  military 
forces  domestically  except  when  approved 
by  Congress  or  explicitly  allowed  in  the 
U.S.  constitution.  Since  the  NDAA  was 
passed  by  Congress,  its  implementation 
would  not  be  in  violation  of  the  PCA.  2. 
As  for  the  NDAA  violating  the  spirit  of  the 
PCA,  the  PCA  was  a post-Reconstruction 
law  of  racist  and  reactionary  intent, 
designed  to  prevent  local  Reconstruction 
governments  from  appealing  to  the  Federal 


government  for  protection  against  the  ter- 
ror that  overthrew  the  democratic  gains  of 
the  Reconstruction  period.  It  is  not  exactly 
something  one  should  refer  to  as  an  his- 
torical standard  of  bourgeois-democratic 
rights,  such  as  habeas  corpus,  which  WV 
properly  cited  in  the  previous  sentence.  So 
why  is  this  being  cited  in  WV? 

Comradely. 

J.H. 

WV  replies: 

It  may  indeed  have  been  more  precise  for 
the  article  to  state  that  President  Obama's 
signing  of  the  NDAA  further  eroded — 
rather  than  "directly  violated” — the  Posse 
Comitatus  Act.  J.H.’s  second  objection, 
though,  is  historically  inaccurate  as  there 
were  no  Reconstruction  governments 
left  to  defend,  which  is  not  to  deny  that 
the  Act  served  a reactionary  purpose. 
J.H.  misses  the  main  point.  Eliminating 
the  formal  restrictions  on  the  military 
engaging  in  domestic  law  enforcement 
could  only  have  dangerous  consequences 


Black  Liberation: 

A Key  Task  of  Proletarian  Revolution 

To  celebrate  Black  History  Month,  we 
print  below  an  excerpt  from  a 1933  docu- 
ment by  Max  Shachtman,  then  a leader  of 
the  U.S.  Trotskyist  movement.  Addressing 
the  central  importance  of  the  fight  against 
black  oppression,  the  document  was  written 
a few  years  before  the  explosive  class  battles 
by  black  and  white  workers  that  built  indus- 
trial unions  in  this  country.  What  Shacht- 
man stressed  at  a time  of  Jim  Crow  segrega- 
tion in  the  South  is  just  as  true  today:  the 
liberation  of  black  people  in  the  U.S.  can  be  achieved  only  through  the  overthrow  of 
capitalism  by  the  revolutionary  proletariat. 

The  Civil  War  and  the  Reconstruction  Period,  so  far  as  the  bourgeoisie  was  concerned, 
completed  the  bourgeois  democratic  revolution  commenced  in  1776  with  the  declara- 
tion of  independence  from  England.  For  the  Negro  masses,  this  second  revolution — to 
destroy  the  stranglehold  of  slavocracy  over  the  unfoldment  of  industrial  capitalism — 
yielded  all  that  the  democratic  revolution  in  this  country  will  ever  yield  them.  It  gave 
them  “legal”  rights;  it  freed  them  from  chattel  slavery.  It  ended  with  their  betrayal:  the 
“legal”  rights  were  confined  to  paper;  the  emancipation  ended  with  the  partial  restitution 
in  parts  of  the  South  of  semi-serfdom  instead  of  with  converting  the  plantation  slaves 
into  free  landed  peasants,  as  the  French  bourgeois  revolution  did.  More  than  this,  the 
bourgeoisie  could  not  give.  Since  that  time,  these  outdated  economic  forms  have  been 
merged  into  the  general  capitalist  economy  of  a decadent,  parasitic  imperialism.... 

There  is  only  one  correct  way  of  formulating  the  problem  of  the  remnants  of  slavery 
and  serfdom  under  which  hundreds  of  thousands  of  southern  Negroes  live  to  this  day, 
and  it  gives  the  key  to  the  whole  problem:  the  Negro  was  liberated  from  chattel  slavery 
as  a by-product  of  the  military-political  struggle  of  the  progressive  northern  bourgeoi- 
sie to  consolidate  the  nation  on  a modern  capitalist  basis,  free  from  the  fetters  of  a reac- 
tionary slavocracy.  The  Negro  will  not  only  be  liberated  from  the  wage  slavery  of  today 
but  the  survivals  of  feudalism  and  slavery  will  be  exterminated,  as  a “by-product”  of 
the  military-political  struggle  of  the  last  progressive  class  in  American  society — the 
class  of  black  and  white  proletarian — to  establish  a socialist  nation  by  means  of  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  The  historical  aims  of  the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  are  not 
incompatible  with  the  preservation  of  social  and  caste  inequality  for  oppressed  peoples, 
or  with  the  preservation  of  antiquated  modes  of  production  and  exchange.  The  histori- 
cal aims  of  the  socialist  proletariat  are  incompatible  with  the  maintenance  of  any  anti- 
democratic institutions,  of  any  capitalist  or  pre-capitalist  modes  of  production.  In  this 
fact  lies  the  only  guarantee  that  the  victorious  working  class  will  truly  and  cpmpletely 
emancipate  the  Negro  masses  by  emancipating  itself. 

— Max  Shachtman,  "Communism  and  the  Negro”  (1933), 
reprinted  as  Race  and  Revolution  (Verso,  2003) 
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for  the  workers  and  oppressed.  We  want 
to  defend  such  restrictions  against  any 
attempt  to  limit  or  repeal  them. 

The  U.S.  bourgeoisie  has  long  upheld 
the  formal  separation  of  the  military  from 
domestic  repressive  duties  as  a benefit 
of  bourgeois  democracy  as  distinct  from 
a military  police-state  dictatorship.  The 
Posse  Comitatus  Act  stands  as  a center- 
piece  of  this  distinction.  We  have  no  illu- 
sions that  this  or  any  other  law  will  restrain 
the  bourgeoisie  from  unleashing  the  mili- 
tary when  it  perceives  a sufficient  threat 
to  its  class  rule.  Over  the  years,  the  gov- 
ernment has  come  up  with  many  ways  of 
restricting  the  Posse  Comitatus  Act  or  get- 
ting around  it  by  militarizing  police  forces, 
providing  them  with  armed  personnel  car- 
riers, drones,  etc.  There  have  been  quite 
a few  amendments  to  the  Act,  including 
authorizing  the  president  to  call  out  the 
armed  forces  to  restore  order  in  cases  of 
civil  disturbance,  to  assist  in  the  "war  on 
drugs”  and  to  aid  enforcement  of  the  racist 
immigration  laws.  We  trust  that  J.H.  agrees 
that  these  are  not  positive  developments. 

Posse  Comitatus,  meaning  the  “force  of 
the  county,"  dates  back  to  English  com- 
mon law.  Carried  over  to  North  America, 
it  authorized  local  sheriffs  to  compel 
members  of  the  community  to  assist  in 
making  arrests  and  maintaining  order. 
Federal  posse  comitatus  originated  with 
the  Fugitive  Slave  Act  of  1850,  which 
“commanded"  all  citizens  to  “aid  and 
assist”  U.S.  marshals  in  the  capture  of 
escaped  slaves.  By  the  time  the  slavoc- 
racy was  defeated  in  the  Civil  War,  the 
state  power  was  no  longer  in  the  business 
of  catching  slaves.  For  a brief  and  unique 
period  in  American  history — Reconstruc- 


tion—its  job  in  the  South  was  enforcing 
the  newly  won  rights  of  black  people. 
Since  few  white  southerners  could  be 
pressed  into  defending  these  rights,  this 
left  federal  troops  to  be  the  "posse.” 

By  1877,  the  last  of  the  Reconstruction 
governments  had  already  been  replaced 
by  the  white  Southern  "Redeemers,"  in 
some  cases  following  bloody  massacres 
of  recently  freed  blacks  during  which  the 
second  Grant  administration  refused  to 
dispatch  additional  troops.  By  the  time 
the  remaining  federal  troops  were  with- 
drawn from  the  South  in  1877,  the  North- 
ern bourgeoisie  had  already  aligned  with 
the  remnants  of  the  slavocracy  to  force  the 
freed  slaves  back  onto  the  former  planta- 
tions as  brutally  exploited  tenants  or  share- 
croppers. As  KKK  nightriders  were  terror- 
izing the  South,  the  Posse  Comitatus  Act 
was  enacted  the  following  year  to  prevent 
the  use  of  the  military  to  protect  black  peo- 
ple and  enforce  their  civil  rights.  The  law 
codified  what  was  already  a ruling-class 
consensus.  The  Civil  War  and  Reconstruc- 
tion were  the  last  progressive  acts  of  the 
U.S.  bourgeoisie,  which  would  rapidly 
develop  into  an  imperialist  capitalist  class, 
marking  its  emergence  as  such  with  the 
1898  Spanish-American  War. 

The  military  could  no  longer  play  any 
progressive  role.  Continuing  a military 
campaign  against  American  Indians  that 
followed  the  tail  end  of  the  Civil  War,  some 
of  the  troops  withdrawn  from  the  South 
following  Reconstruction  were  dispatched 
to  drive  the  Nez  Perc£  from  their  home 
in  Oregon.  Others  were  sent  to  break  the 
1877  strike  by  thousands  of  rail  workers — 
the  first  nationwide  strike  in  this  country. 

continued  on  page  4 


Against  Sexual  Puritanism 


January  6,  2012 

Letter  of  appreciation  from  Colombia: 

To  Workers’  Vanguard: 

I felt  such  a sense  of  relief — and  amaze- 
ment— to  see  your  article  “Sentenced  to 
Life  in  Child-Porn  Witchhunt”,  p.  2 Work- 
ers’ Vanguard  Nov.  2011,  which  has  just 
arrived  out  here  in  the  Colombian  jungle. 

I have  railed  for  decades  against  the  New 
Suffocating  Puritanism  and  the  shameful 
unanimity  in  all  sectors  of  society  and 
all  groups  regarding  it...  most  especially 
the  utterly  ridiculous  fascistic  "Age  of 
Consent"  laws  that  have  ruined  so  many 
people’s  lives,  not  to  mention  the  vicious 


insane  "child  abuse”  swoops  on  commu- 
nities in  the  70s  and  onward,  of  which  we 
ourselves  were  victims  (which  was  why  we 
moved  to  the  mal-named  "third  world"  so 
we  could  bring  up  our  kids  in  freedom). 

I am  particularly  impressed  (as  in 
many  other  areas  of  your  writings)  with 
your  bravery  in  the  face  of  the  present- 
day  asphyxiating  new  wave  puritanism 
and  violent  reactions  to  expression  of  any 
opposition  to  it. 

I have  forwarded  your  article  with  full 
acknowledgement  and  praise  for  WV  to 
my  political  and  personal  mailing  lists. 

Congratulations. 

Jenny  J. 


• Contradictions  of  the  Civil  Rights  Movement:  A Marxist  Analysis 

• Detroit:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the  League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers 


OAKLAND 


Saturday,  Feb.  18, 2 p.m. 

Methodist  Church  at 
303  Hudson  St. 

(Across  from  Rockridge  Library,  5 blocks 
south  of  Rockridge  BART,  College  Ave 
at  Manila,  enter  on  Manila) 

For  info:  (510)  839-0851 
slbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  Feb.  25, 3 p.m. 
Mount  Hollywood 
Congregational  Church 
4607  Prospect  Ave. 

(1  block  east  of  Vermont,  near 
Vermont-Sunset  Red  Line  Station) 

For  info:  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


The  Poison  of  “Separate  but  Equal” 

The  Rehabilitation  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
in  Racist  Capitalist  America 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  March  6,  7 p.m. 


322  W.  48th  St.,  1st  Floor,  Manhattan 
(Between  8th  and  9th  Avenues 
Take  A,  C or  E train  to  42nd  St.) 


For  info:  (212)  267-1025,  nysl@tiac  net 
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TV  Executive  on  Trial  for  Blasphemy 

Islamist  Furor  over  Persepolis 


AP 

Nabil  Karoui,  prosecuted  for  broadcasting  animated  film  Persepolis,  leaves 
Tunis  courthouse,  January  23. 


Following  on  the  popular  revolt  that 
ousted  haled  despot  Ben  Ali  early  last 
year,  a ruling  coalition  dominated  by  the 
Islamist  Ennahda  party  was  brought  to 
power  in  elections  last  fall.  In  an  ominous 
sign  of  what  the  Islamists  have  in  store 
for  the  Tunisian  population,  Nabil  Karoui. 
the  director  of  the  TV  station  Nessma,  is 
facing  up  to  eight  years  in  prison.  His 
‘‘crime"  was  to  air  the  French  movie 
Persepolis , which  recounts  the  childhood 
of  an  Iranian  woman  during  the  last  years 
of  the  Shah  and  brilliantly  captures  the 
terror  that  followed  the  rise  to  power  of 
the  Islamic  hierarchy  under  Ayatollah 
Khomeini  in  1979.  Following  the  broad- 
cast, thousands  of  Islamists  stormed  the 
TV  station,  setting  it  on  fire.  They  later 
firebombed  Karoui’s  house,  claiming  that 
the  fantasy  scenes  in  the  movie  where 
God  is  seen  talking  to  a young  girl  are  an 
insult  to  Islam.  Ennahda  leader  Rached 
Ghannouchi  hailed  these  reactionaries  as 
“defenders  of  Islam." 

Karoui  has  been  charged  with  “insulting 
sacred  values,  offending  decent  morals  and 
causing  political  unrest."  While  the  gov- 
ernment is  eager  to  prosecute  him,  it  was 
forced  to  postpone  the  trial  several  times 
in  the  face  of  massive  support  for  Karoui. 
Huge  crowds  of  supporters  have  been 
gathering  at  the  courthouse,  and  on  Janu- 
ary 28.  thousands  marched  through  the 
capital,  Tbnis,  in  one  of  the  biggest  dem- 
onstrations in  recent  months.  On  February 
1,  the  National  Union  of  Tunisian  Journal- 
ists joined  with  media  associations  such 
as  Independent  Radio  Stations  in  a one- 
day  nationwide  strike  in  support  of  press 
independence  and  freedom  of  expression 
and  in  defense  of  the  rights  of  journalists 
and  communicators.  As  we  demanded  in 
our  article  “Tunisian  Elections:  Victory 
for  Islamic  Reactionaries — Workers  Must 
Fight  for  Their  Own  Class  Rule!"  (WVNo. 
993, 6 January):  Drop  the  charges!  Stop  the 
persecution  of  Nabil  Karoui! 

Persepolis  is  an  award-winning  ani- 
mated film  based  on  the  Iranian  artist 
Maijane  Satrapi’s  autobiographical  graphic 
novel,  which  has  sold  over  a million  cop- 


ies and  been  translated  into  dozens  of 
languages.  The  movie,  which  has  been 
seen  by  millions,  is  alive  with  humor 
and  warmth.  What  might  have  infuriated 
the  Islamists  is  not  the  depiction  of  God 
as  an  old  bearded  man;  rather  it  was  the 
movie’s  presentation  of  Satrapi  as  a rebel- 
lious, fiercely  independent  young  woman 
straining  against  the  forces  of  intolerance 
and  superstition.  When  she  is  not  preach- 
ing communism,  she  is  predicting  her 
future  as  a religious  prophet,  or  she  is  out 
in  the  streets  of  Tehran  buying  contraband 
western  pop  tapes  and  wearing  a Michael 
Jackson  button.  When  she  was  14  years 
old,  her  parents  sent  her  to  Europe  to 
study,  where  she  discovered  boys,  booze 
and  drugs. 

More  galling  for  the  reactionaries 
are  the  representations  of  her  intellec- 
tual family:  her  charismatic  father,  who 
adores  his  wine  and  life  of  luxury  as 
much  as  his  Marxist-Leninist  ideology; 
her  thoroughly  modernized  mother;  her 
sexy  grandmother,  who  used  to  bathe 
her  breasts  in  a bowl  of  ice  water  to 
keep  them  firm;  and  her  beloved  uncle, 
a Communist  who  was  involved  in  the 
establishment  of  the  short-lived  Demo- 
cratic Republic  of  Azerbaijan  during 
World  War  II  and  was  later  executed 


by  the  mullahs’  regime.  The  Islamists 
were  no  doubt  further  incensed  by  Satra- 
pi’s depiction  of  a dream  where  Karl 
Marx  gets  God  to  repeat:  “The  struggle 
continues.” 

Since  the  fall  of  the  Ben  Ali  regime. 
Islamists  in  Tunisia,  which  was  long 
regarded  as  the  most  secular  country 
in  North  Africa,  have  been  targeting 
unveiled  women,  secular  intellectuals  and 
journalists.  In  February  2011,  hundreds 
armed  with  Molotov  cocktails  and  knives 
raided  the  red-light  district  of  Abdal- 
lah Guech  Street  in  Tunis,  torching  the 
brothels,  yelling  insults  at  prostitutes  and 
declaring  that  Tunisia  was  now  an  Islamic 
state.  Brothels  in  other  cities  were  also 
attacked.  The  red-light  districts  in  Tuni- 
sia have  thrived  since  they  were  regulated 
and  legalized  by  the  Ottoman  Empire  in 
the  19th  century. 

Islamists  occupied  a university  cam- 
pus in  Manouba,  near  the  capital,  for  two 
months  until  their  eviction  last  month. 
They  were  demanding  segregation  of  the 
sexes  in  classes  and  the  lifting  of  the  ban 
on  wearing  the  full-face  veil  on  campuses. 
We  are  opposed  to  the  veil,  no  matter 
what  form  it  takes,  as  both  a symbol  and 
instrument  of  women’s  oppression.  At  the 
same  time,  we  are  equally  opposed  to 


state  bans  or  restrictions  on  it.  The  real- 
ity is  that  these  bans  mean  the  expulsions 
of  Muslim  girls  and  women  from  schools, 
universities  and  the  workforce,  deepening 
their  isolation  from  society  and  oppres- 
sion within  the  confines  of  the  family. 

As  Marxists,  we  uphold  the  democratic 
principle  of  separation  of  religion  and 
state,  everywhere.  Islamic  fundamental- 
ists will  use  any  easing  of  bans  on  the 
veil  to  exert  social  pressure  on  women 
to  cover  themselves.  Nonetheless,  we 
oppose  state  interference  in  private  reli- 
gious practices,  which  paves  the  way  for 
broader  intrusions  by  the  state  into  other 
aspects  of  social  life.  It  is  the  task  of  the 
workers  movement  to.champion  the  rights 
of  women  and  all  those  under  attack  by 
the  forces  of  religious  reaction. 

The  historic  aim  of  the  Ennahda  party 
is  to  establish  a theocratic  state  ruled  by 
sharia  (Islamic  law).  Following  the  Octo- 
ber election,  Rached  Ghannouchi  pledged 
to  maintain  a secular  course,  declaring 
that  his  party  has  no  interest  in  establish- 
ing sharia.  However,  Hamadi  Jebeli,  sec- 
retary general  of  Ennahda  and  currently 
the  head  of  the  government,  was  more 
forthright  when  he  told  a rally  in  the  city 
of  Sousse:  “We  are  in  the  sixth  caliph- 
ate, God  willing,”  referring  to  reviving 
an  Islamic  state.  One  can  practically 
hear  Mahdi,  the  hero  of  Haydar  Haydar’s 
Arabic-language  novel  Banquet  for  Sea- 
weed, screaming,  “In  the  age  of  the  atom, 
space  exploration  and  the  triumph  of  rea- 
son. they  rule  us  with  the  laws  of  the  Bed- 
ouin gods  and  the  teaching  of  the  Koran. 
Shit.”  (For  a review  of  this  book,  see 
“Islamist  Furor  in  Egypt  Over  ’Heretical’ 
Novel,”  WVNo.  770.  7 December  2001). 

The  aftermath  of  the  mass  upheavals 
in  Tunisia  and  Egypt  last  year  has  been 
marked  by  the  growing  influence  and 
dominance  of  Islamic  fundamentalists. 
In  the  absence  of  an  established  revolu- 
tionary Marxist  leadership,  the  working 
class  in  Tunisia  and  Egypt,  whose  strikes 
played  a major  role  in  bringing  down 
their  despotic  rulers,  has  been  politically 
engulfed  by  the  forces  of  Islamic  reac- 
tion and  bourgeois  nationalism.  The  fight 
against  such  reactionary  forces  is  inte- 
gral to  the  proletariat  becoming  a class 
for  itself,  fighting  for  the  liberation  of  all 
the  oppressed.  ■ 


Defend  Electric  Power  Unionists! 


Greece 

The  following  February  4 protest  let- 
ter was  sent  by  the  Komitee  fur  soziale 
Verteidigung  (Committee  for  Social 
Defense),  which  is  associated  with  the 
Spartakist  Workers  Party  of  Germany,  to 
Greek  prime  minister  Lucas  Papademos 
and  to  his  Labor  and  Justice  ministers. 

The  Komitee  fur  soziale  Verteidi- 
gung strongly  protests  the  outrageous 
persecution  of  15  trade  unionists  of  the 
Greek  public  power  company  union. 
GENOP-DEH,  including  its  president. 
Nikos  Photopoulos.  The  unionists  had 
occupied  the  offices  of  the  state  power 
company  DEH,  to  stop  the  company 
printing  letters  cutting  off  the  electric- 
ity supply  to  thousands  of  families  who 
refuse  to  pay  the  new  property  tax  and 
thousands  more  who  can  no  longer  pay 
their  bills.  Squads  of  riot  police  vio- 
lently removed  the  unionists,  who  were 


LabourStart 


Electrical  workers  union  president 
Nikos  Photopoulos  at  prosecutor’s 
office. 

then  charged  with  trespass,  “obstructing 
the  functioning  of  a public  institution" 
and  “obstructing  the  forces  of  order.” 
For  their  courageous  action  in  defense 


of  working  and  poor  families  they  now 
face  possible  jail  terms  of  up  to  five 
years. 

The  Greek  capitalist  government’s 
agencies  of  repression  are  carrying  out 
the  dictates  of  the  European  Union, 
which  is  dominated  by  German  impe- 
rialism. From  its  formation,  the  purpose 
of  the  European  Union  was  to  serve  the 
interests  of  the  imperialist  powers  and 
their  junior  partners  in  squeezing  their 
own  working  classes  and  attacking  their 
unions,  and  more  effectively  dominat- 
ing the  weakest  countries  like  Greece. 
The  multiethnic  working  class  in  Ger- 
many has  also  seen  its  wages,  pensions 
and  living  standards  driven  down  by  the 
German  capitalists’  drive  to  rule  Europe. 

Class-conscious  workers  in  Germany 
applaud  the  actions  of  the  victimized 
trade  unionists.  The  KfsV  will  make  this 
case  known  to  workers  here.  In  solidar- 
ity with  our  class  brothers  in  Greece,  we 
demand:  Drop  all  charges  against  the 
Greek  power  worker  unionists! 
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Burying  History  of  Chicanos  and  All  Oppressed 

Tucson  School  Book  Ban 


June  2011: 
Phoenix 
protest  in 
defense 
of  Tucson 
ethnic  studies 
program. 


In  another  chapter  out  of  Arizona's 
Anglo-chauvinist,  anti-immigrant  hand- 
book, last  month  Tiicson  Unified  School 
District  (TUSD)  officials  stormed  into 
classrooms  to  confiscate  books  used  in 
the  Mexican  American  Studies  (MAS) 
program,  effectively  banning  them.  The 
pretext  was  that  books  such  as  Occupied 
America:  A History  of  Chicanos,  Critical 
Race  Theory  and  Rethinking  Columbus: 
The  Next  500  Years  violated  a 2010  state 
law  axing  ethnic  studies.  Specifically, 
the  law  prohibits  any  courses  that  are 
“designed  primarily  for  pupils  of  a par- 
ticular ethnic  group,"  “advocate  ethnic 
solidarity"  or  allegedly  “promote  resent- 
ment toward  a race  or  class  of  people.” 
Presumably,  the  texts  are  to  be  replaced 
by  the  likes  of  Little  House  on  the  Prairie. 

In  signing  the  2010  law.  Republican 
governor  Jan  Brewer — notorious  for  the 
earlier  apartheid-style  anti-immigrant 
law  SB1070 — aimed  her  fire  at  the  MAS 
program  in  Tbcson,  where  60  percent  of 
the  student  body  is  Latino.  Signaling  the 
likelihood  of  broader  censorship,  the  lan- 
guage in  the  law  also  goes  after  courses 
that  supposedly  “promote  the  overthrow 
of  the  U.S.  government."  Consequently. 
Pedagogy  of  the  Oppressed  by  Brazilian 
radical  intellectual  Paulo  Freire.  which 
references  the  term  “oppression”  as  used 
in  the  1848  Communist  Manifesto,  was 
added  to  the  list  of  forbidden  works. 

Although  a state-ordered  audit  last  year 
concluded  that  the  TUcson  MAS  program 
broke  no  law  and  cultivated  a climate 
"conducive  to  student  achievement,"  Ari- 
zona Superintendent  of  Public  Instruction 
John  Huppenthal  was  determined  to  bring 
the  program  down.  Threatening  to  pull 
around  $14  million  of  state  funding  from 
the  school  district,  Huppenthal  declared 
that  MAS  courses  promote  the  “harm- 
ful, dispiriting  message”  that  “Latino 
minorities  have  been  and  continue  to  be 
oppressed  by  a Caucasian  majority.”  This 
in  Arizona,  of  all  places,  where  for  years 
“English  fluency  police”  were  sent  in  to 
monitor  teachers,  threatening  them  with 
dismissal  for  having  heavy  accents! 

Last  month,  angry  students  marched  to 


Letters... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

Federal  troops  have  been  repeatedly  sent 
to  put  down  strikes:  from  the  1894  Pull- 
man strike  by  the  newly  formed  American 
Railway  Union  to  the  1899  miners  strike 
in  Coeur  d’Alene,  Idaho,  to  the  seizure 
of  railroads  and  coal  mines  ordered  by 
Democratic  president  Truman  in  1946  to 
break  a strike  by  400.000  coal  miners.  Just 
recently,  the  Coast  Guard  was  deployed, 
along  with  other  forces  of  the  state,  to 
escort  a ship  up  the  Columbia  River  to 
the  Port  of  Longview,  Washington,  to  pre- 
vent any  interference  from  ILWU  long- 
shoremen in  their  battle  against  the  EGT 
bosses  (see  article  in  this  issue).  In  this,  the 
military  was  true  to  its  purpose  as  a core 
component  of  the  capitalist  state,  which 
is  to  defend  the  class  rule,  interests  and 
profits  of  the  bourgeoisie,  internationally 
and  domestically. 

When  struggles  for  black  rights  emerged 
following  World  War  II,  they  were  met 
with  brutal  KKK  and  state  terror.  The  lib- 
eral leaders  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
epitomized  by  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  and 
tailed  by  reformist  socialist  organizations, 
called  for  federal  troops  to  the  South,  sow- 
ing the  deadly  illusion  that  the  imperialist 
army  that  was  smashing  workers  and  peas- 
ants in  Vietnam  would  somehow  defend 
fighters  for  black  freedom  at  home.  We  are 
opposed  to  such  calls  on  the  armed  forces  of 
the  capitalist  state.  In  1957,  Eisenhower’s 
troops  were  sent  to  put  down  an  upheaval 


the  TUSD  headquarters  in  protest  against 
the  suspension  of  MAS.  Assistant  Super- 
intendent Lupita  Garcia  railed  at  them 
that  Mexico  is  where  Mexican  studies  is 
taught,  “this  country  is  called  America 
and  we  study  U.S.  history.”  In  fact,  U.S. 
history  includes  the  far  from  minor  detail 
that  the  entire  Southwest,  including  Ari- 
zona. and  more  was  stolen  from  Mexico. 
Imitating  Newt  "let  poor  kids  scrub  toi- 
lets" Gingrich,  administrators  punished 
protesters  by  assigning  them  to  Saturday 
janitorial  duties — a glaring  demonstration 
of  the  utter  racist  contempt  the  bourgeois 
authorities  have  for  the  Latino  poor. 

The  banning  of  MAS  and  its  instruc- 
tional texts  is  part  and  parcel  of  an  ongo- 
ing crackdown  on  immigrants  across  the 
country.  In  states  like  Arizona  and  Ala- 
bama. police  have  been  given  free  rein  to 
interrogate  and  detain  anyone  appearing 
to  be  a “foreigner.”  There,  and  everywhere 
else,  the  cops  continue  their  racial  profil- 
ing of  blacks,  Latinos,  Muslims  and  other 
minorities.  As  Republican  presidential 
hopefuls  bait  each  other  on  who  can  be 
the  most  virulently  bigoted  against  immi- 
grants. it  is  the  federal  government  under 
Democrat  Barack  Obama  that  is  the  main 
enforcer  of  anti-immigrant  repression. 
Last  year,  the  government  set  a record  of 
some  400,000  deportations,  due  largely  to 


of  the  Little  Rock,  Arkansas,  black  popu- 
lation, which  was  fighting  to  defend  black 
students  against  racist  mobs.  The  troops 
thus  prevented  the  total  rout  of  the  retreat- 
ing racists.  From  the  1943  racist  riots  in 
Detroit  to  Birmingham,  Alabama,  in  1963, 
federal  troops  were  sent  in  only  after  blacks 
armed  and  mobilized  to  defend  themselves. 
In  1967,  the  82nd  Airborne  was  brought 
in  to  suppress  the  Detroit  ghetto  explosion. 

As  Marxists,  we  assess  laws  such  as  the 
Posse  Comitatus  Act  not  by  the  motivations 
of  their  authors  but  by  how  they  concretely 
impact  class  and  social  struggles.  From  the 
same  vantage  point,  we  judge  what  legal  pro- 
tections exist  from  how  they  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed. 
Thus,  while  we  recognize  habeas  corpus 
as  an  important  democratic  right  in  most 
periods,  we  support  Lincoln’s  suspension 
of  habeas  corpus  during  the  Civil  War  as  a 
necessary  measure  to  put  down  forces  act- 
ing in  support  of  the  secessionist  South  in 
a war  over  slavery.  Similarly,  many  of  the 
democratic  protections  embodied  in  the 
Bill  of  Rights  emerged  from  the  experience 
of  winning  independence  from  the  British 
monarchy,  subsequent  social  struggle  and 
hostility  to  a centralized  state  power  in  a 
society  divided  between  slave  and  free  labor 
social  systems. 

These  protections,  including  the  right 
to  bear  arms  and  later  formal  restrictions 
on  military  police  powers,  are  important 
gains  for  the  working  class,  which  must 
defend  the  rights  won  through  struggle 
against  the  rulers’  inevitable  attempts  to 
restrict  or  reverse  them.  ■ 


the  expansion  of  the  “Secure  Communi- 
ties" program  initiated  by  George  W.  Bush. 

The  capitalist  rulers’  crackdown  has 
fueled  nativist  rants  painting  immigrants 
as  criminals  and  bemoaning  the  14th 
Amendment — a central  gain  of  the  Civil 
War  granting  citizenship  to  children  born 
on  American  soil — in  order  to  go  after 
so-called  “anchor  babies.”  Against  both 
the  Republican  and  Democratic  parties 
of  capital,  we  say  that  anyone  who  has 
made  it  to  this  country  should  have  the 
same  rights  as  those  born  here:  Full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  all  immigrants!  And 
after  socialist  revolution  rips  power  from 
the  U.S.  capitalist  rulers,  a workers  gov- 
ernment would  return  to  Mexico  certain 
contiguous  regions  of  the  Southwest  that 
were  seized  from  Mexico. 

Illustrating  the  ideological  thrust  of  the 
campaign  against  “un-American"  ethnic 
studies,  Huppenthal  singled  out  a MAS 
classroom  that  had  a poster  of  Che  Gue- 
vara, telling  Democracy  Now  (18  January) 
that  students  were  being  “indoctrinated  into 
a Paulo  Freirean-Marxian  kind  of  style  of 
thinking  about  racial  attitudes  and  creating 
hatred.”  When  it  suits  his  purposes,  Hup- 
penthal, who  ran  for  Superintendent  on  a 
campaign  to  “stop  La  Raza ,”  also  compares 
the  MAS  texts  to  Hitler’s  Mein  Kampf — 
this  from  Arizona’s  chief  book-burner! 

Programs  like  ethnic  studies  are  the 
result  of  social  struggle — especially  the 
civil  rights  and  Vietnam  antiwar  move- 
ments and  other  movements  of  the  ’60s 


On  February  9,  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  sent  the  following  protest  let- 
ter on  behalf  of  Jalil  Muntaqim  (Anthony 
Bottom),  a former  member  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  and  then  the  Black  Lib- 
eration Army.  Muntaqim  was  one  of 
the  New  York  3 who  were  convicted  in 
1975  in  a COINTELPRO  frame-up  on 
charges  of  killing  two  New  York  City 
cops  in  1971.  Muntaqim  was  also  tar- 
geted in  the  recent  campaign  against  for- 
mer Panthers  known  as  the  San  Francisco 
8 (see  " COINTELPRO  Charges  Dropped 
Against  Four  SF8  Defendants " in  WV 
No.  941,  28  August  2009). 

We  are  writing  to  protest  the  campaign 
of  harassment  being  meted  out  to  Anthony 
Bottom,  also  known  as  Jalil  Muntaqim, 
since  his  transfer  to  Attica  Correctional 
Facility.  Mr.  Bottom  has  now  been  sen- 
tenced to  six  months  in  Special  Housing 
Unit  (SHU)  on  the  outrageous  pretext 
that  he  possessed  photographs  taken  at 
memorials  for  former  Black  Panthers. 
These  were  confiscated  as  supposedly 
“gang-related,”  or  representative  of  an 
"unauthorized  organization.” 

The  false  characterization  of  the  Black 


and  ’70s — and  not  the  "benevolence”  of 
an  enlightened  ruling  class.  In  fact,  Tlic- 
son’s  MAS  program  resulted  from  a 1974 
federal  desegregation  order  following  a 
suit  by  black  and  Latino  families.  But  with 
the  rollback  of  school  integration  and  the 
ratcheting  up  of  anti-immigrant  racism, 
the  bourgeois  authorities  are  increasingly 
burying  any  teaching  of  the  long  history  of 
racial  and  ethnic  oppression  in  this  country. 
We  defend  ethnic  studies  courses  as  part  of 
our  defense  of  the  oppressed  and  our  fight 
for  free,  quality,  integrated  education  for 
all,  from  preschool  to  postgraduate. 

While  ethnic  studies  programs  cover 
the  history  of  blacks.  Native  Americans 
and  other  minorities — a history  not 
otherwise  taught  through  whitewashed 
U.S.  textbooks — they  do  not  fundamen- 
tally challenge  the  dominant  ideology 
of  the  racist  capitalist  system.  In  fact, 
such  programs  are  typically  packaged 
to  promote  the  myth  that  one  can 
escape  oppression  and  become  “empow- 
ered" by  being  represented  in  this  so- 
called  "democracy."  The  education  sys- 
tem as  a whole  reinforces  bourgeois 
ideology,  serving  the  interests  of  the  rul- 
ing class. 

The  uncensored  truth  is  that  racial 
oppression  and  national  chauvinism  are 
endemic  to  capitalism,  wielded  by  the 
ruling  class  to  divide  the  proletariat — i.e., 
the  working  class — and  weaken  its  strug- 
gles. As  a Marxist  newspaper  offering  a 
revolutionary  perspective,  we  quote  what 
Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  laid  out 
in  the  Communist  Manifesto: 

“The  proletariat  will  use  its  political 
supremacy  to  wrest,  by  degrees,  all  capi- 
tal from  the  bourgeoisie,  to  centralise  all 
instruments  of  production  in  the  hands 
of  the  State,  i.e.,  of  the  proletariat  organ- 
ised as  the  ruling  class....  In  place  of  the 
old  bourgeois  society,  with  its  classes 
and  class  antagonisms,  we  shall  have  an 
association,  in  which  the  free  develop- 
ment of  each  is  the  condition  for  the  free 
development  of  all.” 

It  will  take  workers  revolution  to  usher 
in  the  dawn  of  socialist  society.  As  we 
stated  in  a previous  article  on  the  ban  of 
ethnic  studies  in  Arizona  (WV  No.  963, 
27  August  2010):  “It  will  ultimately  re- 
quire the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem to  end  oppression — and  for  the  real 
history  of  the  struggles  against  oppression 
and  exploitation  to  be  taught.”  ■ 


Panther  Party  as  a "gang”  has  long  been 
used  by  prison  authorities  as  a means 
to  repress  outspoken  advocates  of  black 
rights  incarcerated  throughout  the  coun- 
try. This  continues  even  at  a time  when 
the  Black  Panther  Party  has  ceased  to  be 
a social  force  for  many  decades  now. 

That  Mr.  Bottom’s  photos  were  not  in 
any  way  contraband  is  attested  by  the  fact 
they  were  transferred  to  him  by  the  prison’s 
Correspondence  Department.  Clearly  this 
persecution  is  due  to  his  political  beliefs 
and  past  affiliations.  We  demand  that 
Anthony  Bottom  be  taken  out  of  SHU,  that 
all  his  photographs  be  returned  to  him  and 
this  campaign  of  harassment  be  stopped. 

* * * 

Protests  should  be  sent  to:  New  York 
Attorney  General  Eric  Schneiderman, 
Office  of  the  Attorney  General,  The  Capi- 
tol. Albany.  NY  12224-0341;  and  Com- 
missioner Brian  Fischer,  NYS  Depart- 
ment of  Corrections  and  Community 
Supervision,  Building  2.  1220  Washington 
Avenue.  Albany,  NY  12226-2050.  Letters 
should  reference  Anthony  "Jalil”  Bottom, 
Attica  inmate,  DIN  number  77A4283.  ■ 


Protest  Prison  Vendetta 
Against  Jalil  Muntaqim 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


On  the  Murder  of  Women 


in  Ciudad  Juarez 


A Correction 


In  their  most  recent  issue  of 
Espartaco  (No.  34,  Fall  2011),  our 
comrades  in  the  Grupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico  corrected  a wrong  posi- 
tion taken  in  print  on  the  notorious 
murders  of  women  in  the  border  city  of 
Ciudad  Judrez,  situated  just  across  from 
El  Paso,  Texas.  The  correction  centers  on 
how  we  undercut  our  Marxist  politics  by 
embracing  the  bourgeois  liberal  frame- 
work of  the  Judrez  campaign  against 
“femicide,"  thereby  politically  accommo- 
dating the  feminists  as  well  as  the  Catho- 
lic church.  Of  the  three  separate  articles 
on  this  theme  appearing  in  Espartaco  over 
the  last  12  years,  one  was  translated  and 
printed  in  Workers  Vanguard  in  2003  (see 
“Capitalism  and  Anti-Woman  Terror.” 
WV  No.  812,  24  October  2003). 

Espartaco  initially  addressed  the  situa- 
tion for  women  in  Ciudad  Judrez  in  1999, 
several  years  after  the  implementation 
of  the  NAFTA  “free  trade”  agreement 
brought  a maquiladora  factory  expansion 
to  Mexico-U.S.  border  cities.  With  cross- 
border  commerce  on  the  rise,  the  popula- 
tion boomed  and  women — mostly  from 
poor,  rural  regions  of  Mexico — flooded 
the  labor  market.  Ciudad  Judrez  soon 
became  known  for  its  economic  immiser- 
ation,  drug  trafficking  and  crime.  Along- 
side this,  the  homicide  rate  skyrocketed 
for  both  men  and  women. 

Soon  a campaign  emerged  surrounding 
the  murders  of  women,  some  of  whom 
were  reportedly  raped,  tortured  and  even 
mutilated.  The  campaign  encompassed  a 
broad  range  of  liberal  and  feminist  organ- 
izations both  in  Mexico  and  the  U.S.,  in- 
cluding NGOs,  religious  groups  and  so- 
called  socialist  groups.  The  famous  2001 
documentary  Senorita  Extraviada  [Young 
Woman  Missing]  by  Lourdes  Portillo  early 
on  popularized  the  idea  that  these  mur- 
ders were  part  of  an  organized  conspiracy. 
In  our  article  from  2003,  we  praised  Por- 
tillo’s documentary  and  wrongly  accepted 
as  fact  that  these  murders  might  be  a 
result  of  a serial  killer  or  a high-level  gov- 
ernment plot — or  even  possibly  involve 
some  kind  of  “ritual.” 


The  correction  in  Espartaco  explains: 

"As  revolutionary  Marxists  we  under- 
stand...that  violence  against  women — 
including  violent  crime — is  inherent 
to  capitalism.  Far  from  the  tabloid  sto- 
ries of  serial  killings  or  an  orchestrated 
terror  campaign  against  women,  this 
phenomenon  is  based  on  much  broader 
social  problems,  including  the  growing 
level  of  criminal  and  state  violence  in 
the  region  throughout  approximately  the 
last  decade  and  a half." 

In  fact,  according  to  liberal  Ameri- 
can writer  Debbie  Nathan — who  criti- 
cally analyzed  some  of  the  fundamental 
assertions  of  the  Juarez  “anti-femicide” 
campaign — in  most  of  the  270  murder 
cases  presented  by  Lourdes  Portillo  in 
her  documentary,  the  killers  were  a rela- 


tive or  a partner  of  the  victim  (“Missing 
the  Story,”  Texas  Observer,  30  August 
2002).  Espartaco  further  notes  that  the 
majority  of  the  3,726  women  murdered  in 
the  whole  of  Mexico  between  December 
2006  and  October  2009  were  victims  of 
domestic  abuse.  Clearly,  anti-woman  vio- 
lence is  not  unique  to  the  border  cities  of 
the  north;  in  the  city  of  Toluca  in  central 
Mexico,  the  murder  rate  of  women  nearly 
triples  that  of  Ciudad  Judrez. 

Today,  Ciudad  Judrez  is  considered 
one  of  the  most  violent  cities  in  the 
world.  The  “drug  wars,”  which  have 
claimed  almost  50,000  lives  in  Mexico 
since  2006,  have  been  the  pretext  for 
the  Mexican  government’s  militarization 
across  the  country,  leading  to  increased 
bloodletting  and  state  repression  against 
the  working  class  and  the  poor.  But  con- 
trary to  the  notion  that  women  are  being 
killed  in  disproportionate  numbers,  dur- 
ing the  last  decade  and  a half  the  mur- 
ders of  men  have  constituted  the  over- 
whelming majority  of  total  homicides 
in  Ciudad  Judrez.  One  analysis  based 
on  death  certificates  and  other  data  con- 
cluded that  942  men  were  killed  between 
1994-1997  while  143  women  were  killed 
in  the  same  period.  More  recently,  in 
2010  out  of  some  3,000  total  homicides 
in  Ciudad  Judrez  306  were  women. 

Since  its  inception  in  the  ’90s,  the 
“anti-femicide”  campaign  has  called  for 
increased  military  presence  and  govern- 
ment support  to  bring  “justice”  to  the 
victims  and  their  families.  The  correc- 
tion in  Espartaco  states: 

“The  entire  movement  around  Judrez 

has  been  characterized  from  the  begin- 


ning by  calls  ‘against  impunity,’  for  the 
capitalist  state  to  mobilize  to  protect 
women,  to  do  'its  job’  right,  etc.  Indeed, 
the  perspective  of  massive  police  mobili- 
zation and  draconian  legislation  suppos- 
edly aimed  at  ‘protecting’  women  is  a 
fundamental  part  of  feminist  ideology. 
In  fact,  one  of  the  purposes  of  the 
term  ‘femicide’ — popularized  by  the  re- 
actionary bourgeois  feminist  Diana  Rus- 
sell, who  made  a career  out  of  her  anti- 
pornography  campaigns — is  to  appeal 
to  the  authorities  to  strengthen  penal 
legislation.” 

The  capitalist  state — at  its  core  the  cops 
and  army  as  well  as  the  prisons  and 
the  courts — is  the  biggest  force  for  vio- 
lence in  society.  The  central  role  of  the 
state  is  to  keep  the  ruling  class  in  power 
through  repression  and  terror.  It  cannot 


be  reformed  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the 
workers  and  the  oppressed,  including 
women. 

The  article  printed  in  WV  No.  812 
correctly  warned  against  deadly  illu- 
sions in  the  state,  but  at  the  same  time 
asserted  that  “we  completely  solidarize 
with  the  demands  for  justice  from  the 
families  of  the  victims  and  from  organi- 
zations like  Mujeres  de  Negro  [Women 
in  Black]  and  Casa  Amiga  [Friendly 
Home].”  These  demands  included  call- 


ing for  a "binational  task  force"  of  the 
U.S.  and  Mexican  governments  to  inves- 
tigate the  crimes  and  for  the  declaration 
of  a “national  state  of  emergency”  (i.e., 
the  restriction  of  rights  and  the  massive 
mobilization  of  the  armed  forces).  As 
Marxists,  we  should  not  have,  and  can- 
not, solidarize  with  such  demands. 

The  feminist  organizations  got  what 
they  asked  for.  In  2003,  then-president 
Vicente  Fox  authorized  the  deploy- 
ment of  the  Federal  Preventive  Police 
to  Juarez.  This  set  the  stage  for  current 
president  Calderdn  to  put  the  city  under 
military  occupation  in  the  escalation 
of  the  “war  against  el  narco  [drug  traf- 
ficking].” The  result  has  been  a surge 
in  brutal  army  abuses  against  labor  and 
the  poor — including  illegal  searches  and 
arrests  without  cause,  rape,  sexual  abuse, 
torture  and  killings. 

Women’s  oppression  is  not  simply  a 
question  of  backward  ideology  or  the 
denial  of  democratic  rights.  Male  chau- 
vinism is  propagated  to  justify  the  eco- 
nomic oppression  and  subjugation  of 
women  within  the  institution  of  the 
family.  Espartaco  explains  how  femi- 
nism views  the  main  division  in  soci- 
ety as  that  between  men  and  women 
as  opposed  to  that  between  the  exploit- 
ers and  the  exploited,  i.e.,  between  the 
classes.  It  goes  on  to  observe  that  the 
“anti-femicide”  campaign  around  Judrez 
promotes  “the  feminist  perspective  of  the 
oppression  of  women  as  something  that 
can  be  eliminated  within  the  framework 
of  capitalism  by  means  of  reforms  and  a 
change  of  attitudes,  while  extolling  the 
bourgeois  nuclear  family,  one  of  the  fun- 
damental pillars  of  women’s  oppression.” 

The  centrality  of  the  family  in  class 
society  flows  from  its  role  in  the  inheri- 
tance of  property  along  the  male  line, 
which  requires  women’s  sexual  monog- 
amy and  social  subordination.  For  the 
working  masses  and  the  poor  who  have 
no  wealth  to  pass  on  to  new  genera- 
tions, the  family  serves  to  raise  the  next 
generation  of  wage  slaves.  Alongside 
other  institutions  such  as  the  church,  the 


family’s  role  is  to  teach  respect  for 
authority,  enforce  sexual  “norms," 
regiment  the  population  (especially 
youth)  and  instill  adherence  to  bour- 
geois morality. 

In  her  2002  article  about  Ciudad 
Juarez.  Nathan  observed  that  the  cam- 
paign— which  adopted  a pink  cross  as 
its  symbol — is  imbued  with  the  pious 
moralism  rampant  in  Catholic-dominated 
Mexico.  She  stated: 

"Infuriatingly,  Mexico  is  still  a place 
where  politicians,  police,  and  society  in 
general  love  to  hunt  for  reasons  why  a 
young  woman  who  experiences  sexual 
violence  is  a whore  who  ‘deserved’  to  be 
raped  and  even  killed.  Things  arc  proba- 
bly even  worse  in  Judrez,  with  its  special 
hatred  of  prostitutes.  The  state  governor 
during  the  1990s,  Francisco  Barrio,  said 
the  city’s  females  were  inviting  their 
own  murders  by  hanging  out  with  the 
wrong  crowd  at  bars.  The  state  assistant 
attorney  general,  Jorge  Lopez  Molinar, 
blamed  staying  out  late  and  skimpy 


dress.  Between  a rock  and  a hard  place, 
families  are  thus  loath  to  deal  with  the 
fact  that  many  beloved  daughters  do  go 
to  cantinas,  and  many  do  communicate 
sexuality  through  their  clothing.  Yet  to 
acknowledge  this  is  to  imply  that  one's 
child  is  a slut  undeserving  of  redress.  It’s 
a cruel  conundrum  that  has  forced  activ- 
ists in  Judrez  to  use  a public  rhetoric  in 
which  victims  are  all  church-going,  girl- 
ish innocents.” 

By  uncritically  retailing  the  notions  of 
the  campaign  around  the  Judrez  dead,  we 
in  fact  diverted  attention  away  from  the 
gruesome,  everyday  reality  for  women, 
i.e.,  the  misery,  abuse  and  social  back- 
wardness endemic  to  the  capitalist  system 
of  exploitation  and  oppression.  The  liber- 
ation of  women  can  be  realized  only  with 
the  victory  of  socialist  revolution,  which 
will  lay  the  material  basis  to  free  women 
from  age-old  family  servitude,  eliminate 
all  forms  of  social  oppression  and  reor- 
ganize society  in  the  interest  of  all.  ■ 
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Massive  federal  police  column  descends  on  Ciudad  Juarez,  March  2009. 
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of  Women 
in  Black 
in  Ciudad 
Juarez 
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One  More,” 
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2009. 
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Myth  of  Solidarnosc  “Left”  Falls  Flat 


Polish  Elections  and 
the  Bogus  Labor  Party 


Rencistow-Weterani  Pracy 


Left:  Polish  Labor  Party  (PPP),  heir  to  counterrevolutionary  Soli- 
darnosc, with  banner  “We  Will  Not  Pay  for  Your  Crisis,”  February 
2009.  Above:  Warsaw  PPP  office  with  flags  of  imperialist  European 
Union,  November  2009. 


The  following  article  was  written  by 
the  Spartakusowska  Grupa  Polski,  Polish 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist). 

Shortly  after  Poland’s  parliamentary 
election  in  October,  the  daily  Gazeta 
Wyborcza  (18  November  2011)  declared 
that  the  economic  crisis  raging  through 
Europe  meant  that  "prime  ministers  fall 
not  as  a result  of  elections  but  because  of 
the  economic  situation,  external  pressure 
and  the  pronouncements  of  rating  agen- 
cies." Yet  the  Polish  elections  resulted  in 
the  return  of  the  incumbent  government 
for  the  first  time  since  the  restoration  of 
capitalism  in  1989-90.  So  far.  Poland  has 
been  spared  the  sort  of  violent  assaults  on 
the  masses’  standard  of  living  that  have 
been  seen  in  Greece,  Hungary  and  many 
other  European  countries.  In  Hungary,  the 
right-wing  Fidesz  party  not  only  ousted 
the  ex-Stalinist  Socialist  Party  from 
power  in  elections  nearly  two  years  ago 
but  has  now  pushed  through  a new  con- 
stitution that  brands  the  Socialist  Party 
with  “responsibility"  for  its  predecessor 
"criminal  organizations.” 

In  Poland,  with  a turnout  of  only  half 
the  electorate  the  Civic  Platform  (PO)  of 
prime  minister  Donald  1\isk  won  40  per- 
cent of  the  vote  and  again  formed  a coali- 
tion with  the  PSL  peasant  party.  Tlisk's  PO 
is  for  “European  integration.”  as  opposed 
to  the  deeply  chauvinist  Law  and  Justice 
party  of  Jaroslaw  Kaczynski,  which  came 
in  second  with  30  percent  of  the  vote. 
Despite  the  Tbsk  government’s  recent  cuts 
in  social  spending,  the  social-democratic 


Alliance  of  the  Democratic  Left  (SLD), 
heir  to  the  Stalinist  party  that  had  ruled 
the  former  deformed  workers  state,  had 
its  worst  showing  ever.  The  SLD’s  former 
drawing,  which  was  largely  based  on  the 
nostalgia  of  the  masses  for  the  social  secu- 
rity of  “People’s  Poland,”  dissipated  after 
SLD  prime  minister  Leszek  Miller  led 
Poland  into  the  European  Union  in  2004. 
Emboldened  by  Civic  Platform’s  electoral 
victory,  Thsk  announced  further  cuts  in 
social  benefits,  e.g.,  by  gradually  extend- 
ing the  pension  age  of  women  and  men 
to  67  years  (now  60  and  65  respectively). 

The  SLD  came  in  behind  even  the 
newly  established  liberal  bourgeois  Pa- 
likot’s  Movement  (RP),  which  got  10  per- 
cent of  the  vote.  The  RP  was  founded  by 
a wealthy  capitalist  and  Civic  Platform 
parliamentarian,  Janusz  Palikot.  The  RP 
recruited  the  leader  of  a large  youth  pro- 
test in  the  summer  of  2010  against  the 
placing  of  a crucifix  in  front  of  the  Presi- 
dential Palace  in  Warsaw.  The  RP  also 
recruited  several  bourgeois  feminist,  gay 
movement  and  anti-clerical  activists  who 
had  earlier  worked  with  the  SLD. 

In  a situation  where  the  pressure  of  public 
opinion  compelled  the  government  to  dis- 
solve the  Property  Commission  for  the  Cath- 
olic church,  RP  proved  to  be  more  clearly 
anti-Kaczynski  and  anti-clerical  than  the 
SLD.  For  the  past  20  years,  that  commission 
had  been  handing  over  vast  properties  to 
the  church,  ostensibly  as  compensation  for 
church  property  nationalized  under  the 
deformed  workers  state.  Meanwhile,  not  so 
long  ago,  RP  leader  Palikot  was  the  publisher 


of  a strongly  Catholic-nationalist  paper. 
Ozon,  and  took  an  oath  in  the  Sejm  (lower 
house  of  parliament)  calling  on  god  to  help 
him  in  his  role  as  a Civic  Platform  MP. 

The  SLD’s  misfortune  eclipsed  another 
result  of  the  October  elections:  the  fall 
of  the  myth  that  the  Polish  Labor  Party 
(PPP)  is  a left-wing  workers  party.  The 
PPP  (officially  called  PPP-Sierpien 
lAugust]  80)  is  the  political  arm  of  the 
“Free  Trade  Union”  WZZ  Sierpien  80,  a 
splinter  from  Lech  Walesa’s  counterrevo- 
lutionary Solidamo&5  movement.  Until 
recently,  this  bogus  “labor”  party  had  been 
enthusiastically  embraced  by  a number  of 
fake-Trotskyist  social  democrats  who  had 
earlier  supported  Solidarno&5.  Among 
these  were  the  Revolutionary  Left  Move- 
ment (NLR),  publishers  of  Dalej!,  who  are 
associated  with  the  United  Secretariat  of 
the  late  Ernest  Mandel;  the  Group  for  a 
Workers  Party  (GPR),  affiliated  to  Peter 
Taaffe’s  Committee  for  a Workers’  Inter- 
national (CWI);  and  Employee  Democ- 
racy (PD),  linked  to  the  British  Socialist 
Workers  Party  of  the  late  Tony  Cliff. 

A little  over  a year  ago,  in  November 
2010,  the  GPR  rhapsodized  over  “the  per- 
spective of  evolution”  of  the  PPP,  in  which 
these  “Trotskyists”  were  ensconced,  “into 
a mass  workers  party,  capable  of  present- 
ing an  alternative  to  capitalism”  (www. 
wladzarobotnicza.pl).  But  the  PPP’s  leftist 
apologists  panicked  when  it  came  out  with 
an  electoral  slate  featuring  contemporary 
proponents  of  the  viciously  chauvinist 
and  anti-Semitic  National  Democracy 
(Endek),  which  predated  the  establish- 


ment of  the  deformed  workers  state.  An 
August  201 1 statement  of  the  erstwhile 
Group  for  a Workers  Party  announcing  a 
“Change  of  Name"  to  Socialist  Alterna- 
tive (AS)  offered: 

“The  experience  of  the  Polish  Labor 
Party  demonstrates  that  it’s  not  enough 
to  build  a party  which  is  composed  of 
workers  and  says  that  it  wants  to  repre- 
sent them.  A workers  party  also  must 
have  a socialist  program,  which  strives 
to  overthrow  capitalism.” 

This  was  followed  by  a September  7 state- 
ment titled  "Socialist  Alternative  Resigns 
from  Polish  Labor  Party,”  which  declared: 
“The  fact  that  PPP  started  to  collaborate 
with  nationalists  and  anti-Semitic  ele- 
ments is  shocking  to  us....  Such  people 
are  being  placed  on  the  electoral  lists 
now,  while  socialists  are  being  removed." 
As  long  as  there  were  places  on  the  PPP’s 
slate  for  these  “socialists,”  it  somehow 
did  not  inconvenience  them  that  this 
“workers  party”  was  built  by  nationalist 
and  anti-Semitic  elements,  with  whom 
the  Taaffeites  cohabited  for  years!  Did 
they  not  notice  that  the  membership 
statement  they  signed  upon  joining  the 
PPP  committed  them  to  “embrace  the 
precedence  of  the  national  interest"? 

Then  there  is  the  PD,  which  cynically 
admitted  in  an  11  September  2011  open 
letter  to  PPP:  “We  knew,  of  course,  about 
the  collaboration  of  part  of  the  WZZ  Sier- 
pien 80  leadership  with  various  forces  of 
the  right  wing  in  the  past."  This  did  not. 
of  course,  stop  these  dyed-in-the-wool 
opportunists  from  defending  the  honor  of 
the  PPP  against  critics  who  pointed  to  its 
unsavory  connections  and  from  promoting 


Solidarnosd  leader  Lech  Walesa  praying  in  front  of  Gdansk  shipyard,  1980. 
Solidarnosc  spearheaded  drive  for  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  East 
Europe,  Soviet  Union. 
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its  "essentially  leftist  positions"  in  elec- 
tions: "Thus  we  had  been  actively  sup- 
porting those  campaigns,  e.g.,  by  organiz- 
ing public  meetings  with  the  participation 
of  the  party’s  electoral  candidates  several 
times  ” But  “after  the  electoral  lists  were 
published."  the  Polish  Cliffites  could  no 
longer  squirm  out  of  the  fact  that  "this 
time  there  were  candidates  on  them  not 
only  with  a right-wing  past,  but  persons 
actively  propagating  nationalist  politics." 

For  its  part,  Dalej!,  an  early  advocate 
for  Sierpien  80,  published  an  article  as  far 
back  as  its  May/June  2010  issue  describ- 
ing the  PPP  as  an  "agency"  of  the  fascistic 
KPN  (Confederation  for  an  Independent 
Poland),  delicately  sidestepping  its  own 
years  of  support  for  the  PPP.  And  while 
politely  foreswearing  support  for  the  PPP 
in  their  statement  on  the  October  elec- 
tions. Dalej!  could  not  help  but  laud  its 
"many  social  slogans  which  deserve  sup- 
port" (www.pismodalej.pl). 

Accomplices  to  Solidarnosc 
Counterrevolution 

The  fake  Trotskyists’  policy  of  camou- 
flaging the  PPP  as  a leftist  organization 
was  fully  in  keeping  with  their  earlier 
betrayal  of  the  proletariat’s  interests  by 
supporting  the  forces  of  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  East  Europe  and  the 
USSR,  first  of  all  Solidamosd.  That  mass 
clerical-nationalist  movement,  born  out  of 
a wave  of  strikes  in  the  summer  of  1980. 
consolidated  at  its  first  national  congress 
in  September  1981  around  an  open  pro- 
gram of  capitalist  restoration,  marked  by 
appeals  for  “free  elections”  and  "free  trade 
unions,"  a battle  cry  of  Cold  War  anti- 
Sovietism.  Not  by  accident.  Solidamos'c 
had  support  from,  among  others,  imperi- 
alist leaders  Reagan.  Thatcher  and  Mit- 
terrand as  well  as  the  "Polish  pope,”  John 
Paul  II.  An  analysis  of  the  development 
of  Solidamo^d  can  be  found  in  Platforma 
Spartakusowcow  [PS]  No.  14  (Summer 
2007),  which  includes  a Polish  translation 
of  the  October  1981  Spartacist  pamphlet, 
Solidamofd:  Polish  Company  Union  for 
CIA  and  Bankers. 

True  to  the  Trotskyist  position  of  uncon- 
ditional military  defense  of  the  workers 
states,  our  comrades  of  the  international 
Spartacist  tendency  (forerunner  of  the 
ICL)  raised  the  call:  "Stop  SoIidamo&5 
counterrevolution!"  At  the  same  time, 
we  indicted  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
for  driving  the  mass  of  the  historically 
socialist  Polish  proletariat  into  the  arms 
of  clerical  reaction,  pointing  to  the  need 
for  proletarian  political  revolution.  While 
the  military-police  action  of  General 
Wojciech  Jaruzelski  in  December  1981, 
which  we  supported,  checked  Solidamo&f 
drive  to  power,  in  1989  these  same  Stalin- 
ists (backed  by  Soviet  president  Mikhail 
Gorbachev)  organized  “free  elections”  as 
the  first  step  to  handing  power  over  to  the 
counterrevolution.  This  defeat  was  sealed 
when  Walesa  replaced  Jaruzelski  as  presi- 
dent in  1990. 

It  was  necessary  for  Marxists  to  seek  to 
break  a section  of  Solidamo&5’  working- 
class  base  from  the  clerical-nationalist 
leaders  before  they  embarked  on  an  open 
drive  for  counterrevolution.  But  such 
a split  could  only  be  carried  out  by  a 
party  based  on  the  program  of  Trotsky- 
ist internationalism,  not  by  left  apologists 
for  clerical-nationalism.  As  members  of 
the  Young  Left  Movement  (RML)  who 
went  on  to  fuse  with  the  ICL  and  found 
the  Spartakusowska  Grupa  Polski  wrote 
in  a July  1990  letter  to  the  ICL’s  German 
section:  “In  the  Trotskyist  movement  in 
Poland,  we  often  meet  with  activists  who 
have  a ’Solidamo&f  pedigree,  or  in  any 
case  put  all  their  hopes  in  ‘Solidamo<<5.’... 
It  is  increasingly  more  difficult  for  us 
to  have  a common  language  with  them" 
(quoted  in  "Spartacist  Group  of  Poland 
Founded,"  Spartacist  [English-language 
edition]  No.  45-46,  Winter  1990-91). 

For  the  Taaffeites,  Mandelites  and 
Cliffites.  support  to  Solidamo^d  was  an 
expression  of  their  capitulation  to  “demo- 
cratic” imperialism.  Similarly,  they  sup- 
ported the  counterrevolutionary  coup  led 
by  Boris  Yeltsin  and  his  imperialist  pa- 
tron, George  Bush,  in  the  USSR  in  August 
1991;  Taaffeites  were  even  present  at  the 
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Yeltsin  barricades  in  Moscow.  These  trai- 
tors to  the  cause  of  the  working  class 
alibied  their  support  to  Solidarno&5  coun- 
terrevolution with  the  line  that  "ten  mil- 
lion Polish  workers  can’t  be  wrong." 

When,  once  in  power,  Walesa  and  Co. 
immediately  proceeded  to  implement  capi- 
talist “shock  therapy,”  becoming  discred- 
ited in  the  eyes  of  millions  of  workers,  the 
pseudo-Trotskyists,  especially  the  NLR, 
turned  to  Solidamosd  80,  which  came  out 
of  a 1989  split  headed  by  Marian  Jurczyk,  a 
SolidamoSd  leader  in  Szczecin.  The  oppor- 
tunists preferred  not  to  remember  that  in 
1981  Jurczyk  declared  that  three-quarters 
of  the  Stalinist  leadership  were  really  Jews 
who  had  changed  their  names,  and  that 
in  his  opinion  “a  couple  of  gallows  would 
come  in  handy”  for  those  "traitors  to  Polish 
society.”  They  preferred  not  to  remember 
the  pogromist  cries  of  Solidamo&5  mobs 
in  the  1980s:  "And  on  the  trees  instead  of 
leaves  will  be  hanging  communists!" 

When  Sierpien  80  emerged  from  a 
split  in  Solidamosd  80  in  1993  with  a 
sizable  base  among  the  Silesian  miners, 
it  became  the  new  hope  for  the  pseudo- 
Trotskyists  intent  on  maintaining  illu- 
sions regarding  a supposed  “left  wing” 
of  Solidamo&5  reaction.  Having  fulfilled 
its  role  as  the  battering  ram  for  coun- 
terrevolution, Solidarno&5  lost  much  of 
its  middle-class  and  peasant  base  and 
became  more  proletarian  in  composi- 
tion, leading  some  defensive  labor  strug- 
gles while  continuing  to  be  a “political 
movement  closely  allied  to  the  Catho- 
lic hierarchy  and  explicitly  right-wing 
nationalist  parties”  ("Right  Wing  Wins 
Polish  Elections,”  PS  No.  13.  December 
2005;  printed  in  WV  No.  857,  28  October 
2005).  Likewise,  the  Sierpien  80  trade 
union  was  dominated  from  its  inception 
by  socially  reactionary  forces. 

The  PPP  issued  out  of  an  electoral 
coalition,  the  Alternative  Social  Move- 
ment, set  up  in  2001  with  extreme  right- 
ists, including  the  fascist  National  Revival 
of  Poland  (NOP).  At  the  end  of  2001,  the 
Alternative  Social  Movement  was  trans- 
formed into  Alternative-Labor  Party.  In 
May  2002,  this  outfit  sent  a contingent  of 
Polish  miners  to  Paris  to  join  a march  by 
the  fascist  Le  Pen's  National  Front  against 
the  European  Union.  When  it  changed  its 
name  to  the  Polish  Labor  Party  in  2004, 
adopting  the  image  of  an  allegedly  social- 
democratic  party,  this  gave  the  pseudo- 
Trotskyists  a last  chance  at  maintaining 
their  tattered  fiction  that  Solidamo<<5  had 
ever  had  a socialist  wing. 

The  truth  is  that  the  PPP  was  never 
even  a reformist  workers  party.  Against 
the  likes  of  the  GPR,  PD,  NLR  and  the 
pro-Stalinist  Communist  Party  of  Poland, 
which  all  supported  the  PPP  in  the  2005 
parliamentary  elections,  we  insisted  in 
our  2005  article:  "Judged  by  its  politi- 
cal program  and  history,  the  PPP  is  a 
bourgeois  formation"  steeped  in  Polish 
nationalism  and  clerical  reaction.  Finally, 
it  is  now  no  longer  possible  to  ignore  or 
cover  up  the  facts,  irrespective  of  how 
much  the  various  leftist  orphans  chasing 
after  an  imaginary  pro-socialist  wing  of 
Solidamotfd  have  tried.  Remember  that 
the  Cliffite  PD  even  called  itself  Social- 
ist Solidamo.<<5  at  one  time!  Those  groups 


are  an  obstacle  on  the  road  to  building  a 
Leninist-Trotskyist  party  in  Poland.  Like 
its  Marxist  predecessors,  such  a party 
will  be  established  as  a fusion  of  revolu- 
tionary intellectuals  with  the  most  class- 
conscious workers. 

October  Revolution: 

Our  Tradition 

It  would  be  wrong  to  believe  that,  after 
the  scandal  of  Endek  nationalists  being 
placed  on  the  PPP’s  electoral  list,  there 
are  no  more  fake  communists  in  the  serv- 
ice of  that  bourgeois  party.  The  SGP 
received  an  invitation  from  the  editorial 
staff  of  the  Internet  site  Wtadza  Rad 
(Soviet  Power)  for  a meeting — in  the 
PPP’s  Warsaw  office — on  the  occasion 
of  the  94th  anniversary  of  the  October 
Revolution.  Wtadza  Rad,  a self-avowed 
“Marxist  portal,"  writes  about  the  “coun- 
terrevolution executed  on  the  initiative 
and  in  the  interest  of  the  ruling  stratum 
described  as  the  ’red  bourgeoisie’  or  ‘Sta- 
linist bureaucracy’,"  without  even  men- 
tioning Solidarnosd  (www.1917.net.pl). 

In  a presentation  to  the  meeting,  a 
Wtadza  Rad  representative  described 
themselves  as  "Trotskyists”  and  referred 
to  the  tradition  of  early  American  Com- 
munists James  Cannon  and  John  Reed. 
Cannon  went  on  to  become  the  founder 
of  the  American  Trotskyist  movement, 
and  Reed  became  famous  for  his  account 
of  the  October  Revolution,  Ten  Days  That 
Shook  the  World.  One  wall  was  painted 
all  in  red  and  a banner  featured  portraits 
of  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  A 
second  presentation  was  given  by  Dawid 
Jakubowski,  a candidate  on  the  PPP’s 
electoral  list  who  was  placed  20  positions 
behind  one  of  the  Endek  nationalists.  That 
was  the  place  for  the  PPP’s  leftist  losers. 

While  Socialist  Alternative  and  Em- 
ployee Democracy  absented  themselves 
from  the  meeting,  among  those  present 
was  Zbigniew  Kowalewski,  who  was  con- 
nected for  a number  of  years  with  the  Rev- 
olutionary Left  Movement  and  the  United 
Secretariat.  Kowalewski  was  a delegate  to 
the  1981  Solidamo&f  congress  and  culti- 


vates the  myth  that  the  Solidarno!v<5  of  that 
time  had  the  character  of  “a  workers’  revo- 
lution conducted  in  the  name  of  authenti- 
cally socialist  values”  ( International  View- 
point online,  September  2005).  In  2007, 
Kowalewski  became  a member  of  the  Pro- 
grammatic Council  of  the  PPP  attached  to 
party  chairman  Boguslaw  Zietek. 

We  reprint  below  an  excerpt  of  the 
intervention  by  an  SGP  spokesman  during 
the  floor  discussion  at  the  Wtadza  Rad 
meeting.  After  our  comrade  spoke  first  on 
the  discussion  round,  those  in  attendance 
were  encouraged  to  take  a break  at  the 
sandwich  table.  We  didn’t  avail  ourselves. 

* * * 

This  is  a supposed  celebration  of  the 
October  Revolution  and,  as  expressed  in 
the  invitations,  “ideological  integration.” 
Yet  there  is  one  very  small  problem:  I’m 
sorry,  but  the  tradition  of  Cannon,  the 
tradition  of  Reed,  the  tradition  of  the 
October  Revolution  is  not  the  tradition 
of  Wtadza  Rad\  Why?  Well,  the  recent 
parliamentary  elections  exposed  some 
things  pretty  well.  Members  of  Wtadza 
Rad  here  have  been  seen  many  times  at 
various  demonstrations  with  flags  and 
propaganda  of  PPP-Sierpien  80.  in  whose 
headquarters,  by  the  way,  we  are  at  the 
moment.  As  an  interesting  detail.  I can 
say  that  here  on  this  wall,  not  so  long  ago, 
a white  eagle  was  visible,  which  is  in  the 
PPP  logo  and  is  the  symbol  of  the  Polish 
bourgeois  state.  Really,  a very  interesting 
place  to  celebrate  the  anniversary  of  the 
October  Revolution! 

In  2005,  we  wrote  in  our  press  what 
the  PPP  was  in  fact.  And  here  I’m  quoting 
from  our  press,  which  by  the  way  is  avail- 
able here  if  somebody  is  interested;  I rec- 
ommend it  very  much.  1 quote:  "Sierpien 
80’s  political  arm,  the  PPP,  originated  in 
March  2001  before  the  parliamentary  elec- 
tions as  an  electoral  bloc  of  the  right-wing, 
anti-Semitic”  organizations.  “In  2004.  the 
PPP  refurbished  its  image....  This  ‘turn  to 
the  left’  is  meant  to  provide  the  PPP  with 
access  to  the  social-democratic  salons — 
and.  no  doubt,  money — of  the  Party  of 
European  Socialists  in  the  European  Par- 
liament." “The  PPP  is  a bourgeois  forma- 
tion. To  call  for  a working-class  vote  to 
these  Polish  nationalists  and  clerical  reac- 
tionaries amounts  to  betraying  the  inter- 
ests of  the  Polish  proletariat”  [PS  No.  13, 
December  2005]. 

The  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist)  from  the  begin- 
ning opposed  Solidamo&5  counterrevolu- 
tion. Our  perspective  is  the  struggle  for 
new  October  Revolutions.  We  strive  to 
build  new  Leninist  parties,  like  the  Bol- 
shevik Party  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  And 
as  Lenin  himself  wrote  in  What  Is  To  Be 
Done?,  this  party  is  built  through  fusions 
and  splits,  not  through  tailing  bourgeois 
parties.  I’m  sorry.  I’m  saying  this  here 
mainly  to  young  subjective  socialists,  who 
were  invited  here,  so  that  they  don’t  let 
themselves  be  deceived  by  the  helpers  of 
PPP-Sierpien  80.  The  October  Revolution 
is  our  tradition  and  not  the  tradition  of 
Wtadza  Rad.  ■ 
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Longview... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

overtime  rate  for  any  work  over  eight 
hours  per  day.  Nonetheless,  the  fact  that 
EGT  can  mandate  ILWU  members  to 
work  12-hour  shifts  is  a real  threat  to  the 
workers’  health  and  safety.  (The  ILWU’s 
contract  with  the  PM  A allows  shifts  of  at 
most  ten  hours,  and  then  only  if  the  ship 
is  scheduled  to  sail  immediately.)  More- 
over. EGT  will  pay  straight  time  for  night 
shifts  instead  of  the  standard  time-and-a- 
third  shift  differential. 

The  union  also  beat  back  EGT’s 
refusal  to  recognize  maintenance/repair 
and  other  inside  workers  in  the  terminal 
as  members  of  the  ILWU.  These  work- 
ers were  selected  and  separately  hired  by 
the  company  from  the  Local  21  hall  as 
permanent  "steady  men.”  They  were  then 
required  to  decide  on  whether  they  would 
be  represented  by  the  ILWU.  Steady  men. 
who  are  guaranteed  work  with  individual 
shipping  and  stevedoring  companies,  have 
long  been  allowed  under  the  ILWU  con- 
tract with  the  PMA,  subverting  the  union 
hiring  hall  and  rotary  dispatch  system. 
Those  gains  of  the  historic  1934  strike 
that  forged  the  union  are  designed  to 
equalize  work  opportunities  for  ILWU 
members.  Coffman  also  told  us  that  the 
union  lost  its  demand  to  man  the  control 
room  in  the  EGT  terminal,  which  means 
that  the  central  operations  will  be  run  by 
the  company. 

With  unions  like  those  of  public  sector 
workers  in  Wisconsin  being  mowed  down 
by  the  capitalist  union-busters,  it  is  a real 
achievement  that  the  ILWU  in  Longview 
was  able  to  hold  the  line  against  EGT. 
But  the  fight  is  hardly  over.  The  ILWU  is 
still  saddled  with  more  than  $300,000  in 
fines,  which  it  is  appealing  in  the  federal 
courts.  While  the  courts  acquitted  some 
of  those  arrested,  there  are  still  ILWU 
members  facing  charges,  including  fel- 
ony counts.  The  ILWU  and  its  supporters 
must  fight  for  all  of  these  charges  to  be 
dropped!  And  the  next  battle  will  be  with 
other  grain  exporting  companies  when 
the  Grainhandlers’  Agreement  with  the 
ILWU  comes  up  on  October  1. 

EGT’s  $200  million  Longview  facil- 
ity is  the  first  new  grain  terminal  to  be 
built  in  25  years  in  the  U.S.  It  is  equipped 
to  handle  an  average  load  rate  of  3,000 
metric  tons  per  hour,  far  surpassing  the 
750  to  2,500  metric  ton  rate  of  other  grain 
export  elevators  in  the  Pacific  Northwest. 
Expected  to  load  150  to  200  ships  a year 
at  Longview,  EGT — a multinational 
conglomerate  of  St.  Louis-based  Bunge 
North  America,  the  Japanese  Itochu  Cor- 
poration and  the  South  Korean  STX  Pan 
Ocean  shipping  company — is  positioned 
to  come  out  on  top  of  the  profit  bonanza 
that  will  flow  from  the  projected  increase 
of  U.S.  corn,  wheat  and  soybean  exports 
to  Asia.  Faced  with  such  competition,  the 
other  grain  exporters  will  be  looking  to 
take  their  losses  out  of  the  hide  of  the 
ILWU. 

Grain  handling  by  the  ILWU  in  the 
Pacific  Northwest,  overwhelmingly  bulk 
cargo,  is  covered  by  agreements  that  are 


September  7:  Cops  attack  unionists  blocking  train  en  route  to  EGT’s 
Longview  terminal. 


separate  from  the  ILWU’s  contract  with 
the  PMA,  which  is  dominated  by  con- 
tainer shipping  companies.  That  contract 
is  up  in  2014,  and  the  PMA  will  be  care- 
fully watching  the  grain  negotiations  in 
order  to  press  any  advantage  against  the 
ILWU.  With  the  newly  enlarged  Panama 
Canal  scheduled  to  open  the  same  year, 
the  PMA  will  be  playing  to  fears  that 
the  shipping  companies  will  send  their 
container  ships  directly  to  the  East  Coast 
instead  of  offloading  containers  in  the 
West  Coast  ports  and  shipping  them  by 
rail  across  the  continent.  The  APM  Ter- 
minal at  Hampton  Roads,  Virginia,  which 
opened  in  2007,  is  highly  automated  com- 
pared to  West  Coast  ports  and  is  the  third- 
largest  container  terminal  in  the  country. 
Shipping  companies  on  both  coasts  seek 
to  pit  the  International  Longshoremen’s 
Association  (ILA),  which  organizes  East 
Coast  and  Gulf  Coast  ports  and  whose 
master  contract  expires  September  30, 
against  the  relatively  more  powerful 
ILWU,  in  a race  to  the  bottom  over  jobs. 

The  ILWU  and  ILA  are  both  increas- 
ingly isolated  union  outposts  amid  a sea 
of  low-wage,  non-union  workers  in  the 
ever-growing  chain  of  world  trade,  from 
port  truckers  to  warehouse  and  intermodal 
rail  facility  workers  to  sailors  manning 
the  mammoth  cargo  ships.  The  strength 
of  the  longshore  unions  has  been  further 
and  increasingly  eroded  by  the  allegiance 
of  their  leaderships  to  the  profitability 
and  national  interests  of  America’s  capi- 
talist rulers.  The  power  of  workers  united 
on  the  basis  of  their  own  class  interests 
in  struggle  against  the  employers  was 
seen  in  the  mass  pickets  and  other  actions 
in  Longview.  But  this  initial  militancy  ran 
straight  up  against  the  class  collabora- 
tionism  of  the  union  misleaders. 

Front  Lines  of  an 
International  Class  Battle 

The  ILWU  leadership  portrayed  the 
fight  against  EGT  as  that  of  a small  com- 
munity against  a “foreign”  multinational 
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corporation.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  a class 
battle  pitting  the  workers  against  the  capi- 
talist owners  of  EGT.  In  any  such  battle, 
the  owners  can  depend  on  the  forces  of 
the  capitalist  state,  which  exists  precisely 
to  defend  their  interests — from  "commu- 
nity" cops  and  sheriff’s  departments  all 
the  way  up  to  the  forces  of  "Homeland 
Security”  and  the  military.  The  workers’ 
power  lies  in  their  collective  organization 
and  ability  to  stop  production  and  shut 
off  the  flow  of  profits.  In  marshaling  this 
strength,  solidarity  actions  between  dif- 
ferent unions  and  with  workers  interna- 
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tionally  are  crucial.  This  is  all  the  more 
so  with  just-in-time  delivery  and  increas- 
ingly interconnected  global  production. 
It  is  precisely  because  such  actions  as 
"hot-cargoing”  and  solidarity  strikes  are 
so  effective  that  they  have  been  outlawed. 

As  in  any  other  conflict,  the  question 
of  who  wins  or  loses  is  decided  by  the 
relative  strength  of  the  opposing  forces. 
The  union’s  power  lay  in  its  ability  to 
stop  grain  coming  in  or  going  out  of  the 
EGT  terminal.  At  the  height  of  the  grain 
harvest  season  in  late  summer  and  early 
fall,  the  company  was  particularly  vul- 
nerable. The  ILWU  urgently  needed  the 
backing  of  the  strength  and  solidarity  of 
other  unions,  most  importantly  those  in 
the  EGT  grain  cargo  chain. 

Early  on,  the  union  and  its  allies  mo- 
bilized mass  pickets  that  stopped  trains 
carrying  grain.  These  trains  were  driven 
by  members  of  the  Brotherhood  of 
Locomotive  Engineers  (BLE),  which  is 
affiliated  with  the  Teamsters.  When  the 
ILWU  backed  down  in  the  face  of  mas- 
sive police  repression,  the  trains  started 
rolling  in.  Teamsters  president  Jimmy 
Hoffa  Jr.  sent  a letter  pledging  support 
to  the  ILWU  in  its  fight  with  EGT.  But 
the  most  elementary  solidarity  was  for 
the  BLE  to  stop  the  train  shipments.  That 
would  have  meant  defying  Taft-Hartley 
and  the  myriad  other  laws  banning  such 
actions.  Defiance  of  anti-labor  laws,  with 
workers  battling  the  cops  and  other  strike- 
breaking forces,  was  how  the  unions  were 
built  in  this  country.  And  just  as  surely, 
they  have  been  decimated  by  sacrificing 
labor's  weapons  of  struggle  on  the  altar  of 
capitalist  legality. 


Operating  Engineers  Local  701,  which 
supplied  the  scab  labor  for  EGT.  was 
given  cover  by  AFL-CIO  president  Rich- 
ard Trumka.  Trumka  declared  that  this 
was  simply  a “jurisdictional"  dispute 
between  two  unions  that  needed  to  be 
resolved  in  the  chambers  of  the  national 
labor  traitors!  As  we  wrote  in  “ILWU 
Fights  Deadly  Threat”  (WV  No.  986,  16 
September  2011):  "The  only  ‘jurisdic- 
tional’ dispute  in  Longview  is  between 
capital  and  labor!  And  Trumka  has  taken 
the  side  of  the  bosses."  This  treachery  was 
in  service  to  the  Democratic  Party,  which 
is  every  bit  as  much  a party  of  the  bosses 
as  the  Republicans  but  one  to  which  the 
labor  officials  pledge  their  allegiance, 
peddling  the  Democrats  as  the  “friends 
of  labor."  Trumka  didn't  want  a big  class 
battle  in  Longview  upsetting  Obama’s 
electoral  fortunes.  When  it  came  down  to 
it,  neither  did  the  ILWU  tops. 

The  union  was  in  a tough  spot.  It  is  not 
easy  to  prevail  in  the  face  of  the  full  force 
of  the  capitalist  state.  But  the  union’s 
capacity  to  fight  was  undermined  by  its 
leadership's  support  for  the  very  forces 
of  “national  security”  the  ILWU  was  up 
against.  In  2002,  the  ILWU  International 
leadership  collaborated  in  the  drafting  of 
the  Maritime  Transportation  Security  Act, 
which  is  aimed  at  policing  the  docks  as 
part  of  the  government’s  “war  on  terror.” 
Despicably  pointing  a finger  at  the  largely 
immigrant,  non-union  port  truckers  as  a 
potential  “security”  threat,  the  ILWU  tops 
acquiesced  to  the  implementation  of  the 
Transport  Workers  Identification  Creden- 
tial (TWIC),  objecting  only  after  it  had 
been  implemented.  Forced  to  submit  to 
criminal  background  and  immigration 
status  checks,  tens  of  thousands  of  port 


workers  were  denied  "security"  clearance. 
Many  immigrant  truckers  chose  not  to 
apply,  fearing  deportation. 

Among  the  offenses  that  would  per- 
manently bar  workers  from  the  water- 
front under  TWIC  is  involvement  in  a 
"transportation  security  incident”  includ- 
ing “transportation  system  disruption  or 
economic  disruption  in  a specific  area." 
Coast  Guard  officials  showed  up  at  the 
Longview  ILWU  Local  21  hall  threat- 
ening to  revoke  union  members’  TWIC 
cards  if  there  were  any  union  protests 
interfering  with  the  loading  of  the  grain 
ship. 

In  the  face  of  the  military  might  of  its 
"own”  government,  the  ILWU  desper- 
ately needed  to  appeal  for  international 
working-class  solidarity.  Last  fall,  there 
had  been  small  solidarity  protests  against 
EGT’s  union-busting  in  Japan,  Korea  and 
Australia.  These  needed  to  translate  into 
action  by  appealing  to  dock  workers  in 
Korea  and  throughout  Asia  to  refuse  to 
unload  scab  grain  shipped  from  EGT's 
Longview  terminal.  But  the  ILWU  was 
not  well  positioned  to  do  so  when  its 
leadership  was  braying  that  the  union 
was  defending  the  U.S.  grain  export 
industry  against  a “foreign"  multina- 
tional. Grain  and  other  food  exports  are 
wielded  as  weapons  by  U.S.  imperialism 
against  the  workers  and  oppressed  of  the 
world  and  to  keep  less  developed  coun- 
tries under  the  boot  of  the  “world’s  only 
superpower." 

The  very  nature  of  longshore  work, 
which  is  dependent  on  world  trade,  under- 
lines that  labor’s  fight  is  international. 
Longshore  and  other  transport  workers 
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Spartacist  Speaker  at  Occupy  Oakland  Forum 

No  Illusions  in  Police  “Reform”— 
For  Workers  Revolution! 


OAKLAND — The  city  administration 
and  Oakland  Police  Department  (OPD), 
backed  by  the  local  bourgeois  media,  have 
been  on  a campaign  of  arrests,  smears  and 
intimidation  against  Occupy  Oakland  pro- 
testers. Following  the  arrest  of  409  people 
at  a January  28  protest,  a dozen  activists 
have  been  charged  with  a combination  of 
felonies  and  misdemeanors.  “Stay  away" 
orders  bar  them  from  being  within  300 
yards  of  City  Hall  and  Frank  Ogawa  Plaza 
(renamed  Oscar  Grant  Plaza  by  protesters 
in  remembrance  of  the  young  black  worker 
killed  by  a BART  transit  cop  in  2009). 

At  least  one  activist,  a black  man  known 
as  Truth,  has  been  in  jail  since  his  arrest 
the  night  of  the  November  2 mass  protest 
at  the  Oakland  port.  Marcel  Johnson,  a 
black  homeless  man  better  known  as  Khali 
who  was  part  of  the  Occupy  Oakland 
encampment,  has  been  incarcerated  since 
his  arrest  on  December  16  and  could  face 
a life  sentence  under  California’s  draco- 
nian "three  strikes”  law.  Free  Truth,  Khali 
and  all  Occupy  protesters!  Drop  all  the 
charges! 

At  a February  1 Occupy  Oakland  press 
conference,  many  of  those  arrested  re- 
counted the  horrors  they  experienced  after 
being  trapped  and  rounded  up  by  police 
the  week  before.  Dozens  were  crammed 
into  cells  designed  to  hold  five  people  at 
most.  Several  were  held  for  50  hours  or 
more  without  charges.  Many,  including 
people  with  HIV,  were  denied  their  med- 
ication. Meanwhile,  the  media  has  joined 
Democratic  mayor  Jean  Quan  and  the 
City  Council  in  accusing  protesters  of 
“violence,"  particularly  targeting  anar- 
chists. In  a menacing  move,  the  San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle  posted  on  its  Web  site  the 
names  and  addresses  of  several  of  those 
arrested  on  January  28.  What  really  drove 
the  Oakland  city  administration  and  local 
media  crazy  was  that  some  protesters 
had  burned  an  American  flag  they  found 
inside  City  Hall.  Several  Occupy  Oakland 
activists  have  since  taken  to  carrying 
American  flags  at  demonstrations  in  an 
effort  to  show  their  patriotic  credentials. 

A February  7 City  Council  meeting 
was  convened  to  vote  on  a resolution 
allowing  the  use  of  any  “lawful”  means  to 
prevent  future  shutdowns  at  the  port  and 
strengthening  police  enforcement  powers 
against  protesters  overall.  Representatives 
of  the  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 


house Union  spoke  against  the  resolution, 
pointing  out  that  it  would  be  aimed  against 
the  union.  The  resolution,  which  failed, 
had  been  introduced  by  Councilman 
Ignacio  De  La  Fuente,  who  earlier  de- 
nounced Occupy  Oakland  for  engaging  in 
“domestic  terrorism.” 

Addressing  the  City  Council  meeting, 
prominent  Occupy  Oakland  activist  Baru- 
cha  Peller  stated:  “I  know  you  guys  used 
to  be  progressive.  But  right  now  you’re 
on  the  wrong  side  of  history”  ( San  Fran- 
cisco Chronicle , 8 February).  The  idea 


weapon  to  smear  the  whole  movement" 
("The  Backlash  Against  Occupy  Oakland,” 
socialistworker.org,  6 February).  In  fact, 
the  ISO  is  handing  the  bourgeois  media 
and  politicians  more  ammunition  by 
echoing  the  violence-baiting  dished  out 
against  protesters. 

The  brutality  of  the  OPD  has  become 
so  infamous  that  a federal  judge  is  threat- 
ening to  put  the  department  under  receiv- 
ership. This  stems  from  a nearly  decade- 
old  settlement  of  the  case  of  the  Oakland 
"Riders” — a gang  of  cops  unleashed  on 


Reuters 


Cops  brutalize  Occupy  Oakland  protester  on  January  28. 


that  these  capitalist  politicians  could  ever 
represent  anything  but  the  interests  of  the 
bourgeoisie  is  a stark  expression  of  how 
the  populist  notion  of  the  “99  percent” 
promotes  illusions  in  American  bourgeois 
democracy  and  its  representatives. 

Under  the  guise  of  debating  “tactics” 
for  "our  movement,”  the  reformist  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
treacherously  denounced  the  few  dozen 
protesters  who  went  to  City  Hall  late  at 
night  on  January  28  after  braving  hours 
of  police  tear  gas,  flash-bang  grenades 
and  rubber  bullets.  Accusing  them  of 
"vandalism”  and  “stupid  and  inexcusable” 
actions,  the  ISO  lectured  that  "this  irre- 
sponsible and  backward  behavior  handed 
city  officials  and  the  media  a perfect 


the  West  Oakland  ghetto.  The  repeated 
cop  attacks  against  Occupy  Oakland 
activists  have  .brought  increased  attention 
to  the  OPD,  which  has  been  ordered  to 
comply  with  various  "reforms.” 

When  a Citizens  Police  Review  Board 
meeting  originally  scheduled  for  February 
9 was  “indefinitely  postponed,”  Occupy 
Oakland  organized  its  own  “forum  on 
police  actions,"  which  was  attended  by  up 
to  500  people.  A video  presentation  pow- 
erfully showed  the  brutality  meted  out  to 
protesters  since  late  October,  and  many 
individuals  spoke  at  the  end  of  the  forum 
about  the  violence  they  regularly  face  at 
the  hands  of  the  cops,  whether  as  demon- 
strators or  as  residents  of  Oakland’s  ghet- 
tos. But  the  political  focus  of  the  event. 


exemplified  by  the  official  speakers, 
including  members  of  the  review  board, 
was  how  best  to  "reform"  the  OPD  and 
bring  it  under  "community  control.”  Police 
Chief  Howard  Jordan  was  even  invited 
to  a "Q&A"  session  (of  course,  he  did  not 
show).  We  print  below  the  remarks  of  a 
Spartacist  League  comrade  during  the 
“public  speaking  section"  at  the  end  of 
the  forum. 


* * * 

I am  speaking  for  the  Spartacist 
League;  some  of  you  may  have  seen  our 
paper.  Workers  Vanguard.  We  are  here  to 
say  that  we  defend  Occupy  Oakland  pro- 
testers against  police  repression  and 
demand  that  everyone  who’s  been  arrested 
be  released  and  that  all  charges  be 
dropped.  Plain  and  simple,  the  cops  are 
the  enemy.  They’re  part  of  the  capitalist 
state,  which  exists  to  defend  the  interests 
and  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie  against  the 
workers  and  the  oppressed.  And  no 
amount  of  civilian  review  boards,  com- 
munity control  or  federal  oversight  or 
takeover  is  going  to  change  that.  All  these 
things  are  a sham,  designed  to  whitewash 
the  cops  while  giving  the  illusion  of 
accountability.  They’re  designed  to  clean 
up  their  image  so  the  cops  can  carry  out 
their  repression  all  the  more  effectively. 

The  cops  that  killed  Oscar  Grant  and 
terrorize  the  ghettos  are  part  of  the  same 
capitalist  system  that  imprisons  over  two 
million  people,  most  of  them  black  and 
Latino,  in  this  country  and  wages  war 
abroad.  And  it  doesn’t  matter  whether  it’s 
a Republican  or  a Democrat  in  the  White 
House.  When  Quan  was  running,  you 
were  sold  a bill  of  goods  that  she  was 
“progressive.”  The  same  bill  of  goods  was 
sold  about  Obama.  In  fact,  Obama's  mes- 
sage to  black  people  is  racial  oppression. 
His  message  to  immigrants  is  deportation. 
His  message  to  working  people  is  union- 
busting.  His  message  to  the  population  is 
to  shred  our  rights.  And  his  message  to 
the  world  is  imperialist  war.  There's  been 
a lot  of  hand-wringing  about  the  flag  that 
was  burned  outside  of  City  Hall.  Well,  the 
truth  is,  from  Haiti  to  the  Philippines, 
Korea,  Vietnam,  that  flag  is  dripping  with 
the  blood  of  millions  of  American  impe- 
rialism’s victims. 

Their  styles  might  be  different,  but  the 
Democrats  and  the  Republicans  are  capi- 
talist parties  and  they  serve  the  same 
capitalist  class,  and  you  better  remember 
that  when  the  elections  come  around  and 
they  try  to  sell  you  the  poison  pill  of 
“lesser  evilism.”  But  the  “99  percent” 
populism  of  Occupy  disguises  the  class 
nature  of  the  capitalist  state  and  its  par- 
ties. It  is  counterposed  to  the  understand- 
ing that  the  fundamental  class  divide  in 
society  is  between  the  working  class  and 
the  capitalist  class.  What  we  need  is  a 
workers  party  to  fight  for  a socialist  revo- 
lution. What  we  need  is  a new  ruling 
class,  the  workers.  ■ 


in  the  global  cargo  chain  have  immense 
potential  social  power.  This  was  laid  out 
in  an  article  by  JoAnn  Wypijewski  titled 
"On  the  Front  Lines  of  the  World  Class 
Struggle — -The  Cargo  Chain”  (Counter- 
Punch,  1 March  2010): 

"As  important  as  productivity  is  to  the 
shipping  industry’s  fortunes,  all  the 
speed  of  automated  ports  is  worthless 
if  there  are  ruptures  anywhere  in  the 
relay  from  factory  to  consumer.  ..  In  the 
U.S.A  that  means  smooth  acquiescence 
not  only  from  60,000  longshore  workers, 
but  also  from  28,000  tugboat  operators 
and  harbor  pilots.  60.000  port  truckers. 
850,000  freight  truckers,  165.000  rail- 
road workers.  2 million  warehouse  and 
distribution  workers,  370,000  express 
package  delivery  people,  and  160,000 
logistic  planners — and  from  similarly 
interlocked  clusters  of  workers  all  around 
the  world.  They  are  not  all  organized, 
but  then  they  would  not  all  have  to  say 
No:  just  enough  of  them,  acting  in  con- 
cert at  vital  points  in  the  chain." 

But  thanks  to  the  treachery  of  the  trade- 
union  misleaders,  there  were  no  such  rup- 
tures in  the  cargo  chain  bringing  grain  in 
and  unloading  it  in  the  EGT  terminal. 
The  one  notable  and  honorable  exception 


when  it  came  to  getting  the  grain  shipped 
out  was  the  Inland  Boatmen’s  Union  (part 
of  the  ILWU),  which  refused  to  man  the 
tugs  to  take  the  ship  in  and  out.  With  its 
back  up  against  the  wall  in  the  face  of 
U.S.  military  forces,  the  ILWU  leader- 
ship’s “America  first"  patriotism  cuts 
across  their  ability  to  appeal  for  interna- 
tional solidarity. 

Let  those  union  militants  and  their 
allies  who  fought  so  courageously  draw 
the  lessons  to  prepare  for  future  battles.  If 
the  unions  are  to  be  instruments  of  strug- 
gle against  the  bosses,  they  must  break  the 
chains  forged  by  the  labor  misleaders  that 
have  shackled  the  workers  to  the  interests 
of  the  capitalist  exploiters  and  their  politi- 
cal parties.  The  continued  existence  of  the 
ILWU  as  a powerful  industrial  union  cries 
out  for  a class-struggle  fight  to  unionize 
the  masses  of  unorganized  workers,  such 
as  the  port  truckers,  which  would  require 
combating  anti-immigrant  chauvinism 
and  organizing  them  at  full  union  pay, 
benefits  and  working  conditions.  For  two 
weeks,  hundreds  of  truckers  at  the  Port  of 
Seattle  have  been  on  strike  against  their 


unbearable  working  conditions,  demand- 
ing their  right  to  unionize. 

The  red-white-and-blue  bureaucrats 
must  be  ousted  in  a fight  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership,  one  whose  banner 
will  be  the  red  flag  of  working-class  inter- 


nationalism! Such  a leadership  will  arm 
the  workers  for  some  hard-fought  battles 
against  the  capitalist  exploiters  and  lay 
the  basis  for  forging  a multiracial  work- 
ers party,  one  that  will  fight  for  a socialist 
continued  on  page  10 
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Longview... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

revolution  to  uproot  the  whole  system  of 
wage  slavery,  racial  oppression,  poverty 
and  imperialist  war. 

Substituting  the  Populist  Occupy 
Movement  for  Class  Struggle 

It  is  a measure  of  the  betrayals  by 
the  labor  misleaders  that  the  populist 
Occupy  movement  has  emerged  as  the 
central  locus  of  any  protest  against  the 
ravages  of  the  economic  catastrophe  cre- 
ated by  Wall  Street  financiers  and  corpo- 
rate magnates.  Occupy  overwhelmingly 
believes  in  the  myth  of  some  “good  old 
days"  of  American  capitalist  rule,  with  a 
government  that  represented  the  “will  of 
the  people."  Yet  much  of  the  “socialist" 
left  in  this  country  has  opportunistically 
hailed  Occupy  as  the  key  to  revitalizing 
the  labor  movement.  On  the  contrary,  its 
"99  percent”  populism — which  extends  to 
the  racist,  strikebreaking  cops — dissolves 
any  understanding  of  the  fundamental 
class  line  between  the  workers  and  their 
capitalist  exploiters. 

In  the  Bay  Area,  left-talking  labor  fak- 
ers like  retired  ILWU  bureaucrat  Jack 
Heyman  and  former  Local  10  executive 
board  member  Clarence  Thomas  pro- 
moted the  “community  pickets"  by  the 
Occupy  movement  that  blockaded  the 
Oakland  port  on  November  2 and  again 
on  December  12.  In  the  lead-up  to  the 
December  12  Occupy  blockades,  which 
also  shut  down  the  ports  in  Longview 
and  Portland  in  proclaimed  solidar- 
ity with  the  ILWU’s  fight  in  Longview, 
Heyman  argued:  “If  Occupy  is  success- 
ful now,  then  momentum  for  a coastwide 
shutdown  by  longshore  workers  is  highly 
likely  when  the  scab  ship  arrives."  But 
far  from  building  any  such  “momentum,” 
the  blockade  reduced  the  workers  to  at 
best  being  passive  observers,  standing  by 
awaiting  a decision  by  an  arbitrator  as  to 
whether  crossing  these  picket  lines  was  a 
threat  to  their  health  and  safety. 

As  enthusiastically  described  by  the 
International  Socialist  Organization’s 
Socialist  Worker  (13  December  2011), 
there  was  much  cheering  in  Oakland  on 
December  12  when  it  was  announced  that 
the  arbitrator  had  ruled  and  “workers  had 
headed  home.”  What  a farce!  The  workers 
were  little  more  than  pawns  in  a game  of 
media  and  legal  theater.  This  is  not  a new 
game  for  Heyman  and  Thomas,  who  have 
built  their  “militant”  reputations  with  the 
Bay  Area  rad-lib  milieu  through  such 
community  pickets. 

As  symbolic  actions  that  pose  the  need 
for  the  workers  to  champion  solidarity 
with  the  struggles  of  their  class  broth- 
ers and  sisters,  such  pickets  can  episodi- 
cally be  an  effective  tactic.  But  they  do 
little  to  raise  workers’  consciousness  of 
their  social  power  and  class  interests. 
Although  upheld  as  evidence  of  the  mili- 
tancy of  the  ILWU,  these  pickets  of  left- 
ists, liberals  and  other  forces  are  premised 
on  the  same  acquiescence  to  anti-labor 
laws  behind  which  the  ILWU  and  other 
union  tops  hide  their  sellouts  of  militant 
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labor  action.  This  was  expressed  by  an 
“Occupy  the  Ports”  statement  building  for 
December  12  arguing  that  “labor  unions 
are  constrained  under  reactionary,  anti- 
union federal  legislation. ..from  taking  job 
actions  on  the  basis  of  solidarity.” 

Picket  lines  are  not  public  relations 
shows  on  behalf  of  the  workers.  Nor 
are  they  actions  of  civil  disobedience 
by  masses  of  petty-bourgeois  and  other 
declassed  elements  in  Occupy  who  have 
no  relation  to,  or  corresponding  power  at, 
the  point  of  production.  They  are  battle 
lines  in  the  class  struggle  between  the 
workers  and  the  capitalists  who  derive 
their  profits  from  the  exploitation  of  labor. 


Their  success  is  predicated  on  the  con- 
sciousness and  organization  of  the  work- 
ers mobilized  as  a class  against  their  class 
enemy. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  ILWU 
Longview  local  appreciated  the  attention 
that  Occupy  protests  drew  to  their  fight 
against  the  EGT  union-busters.  And  who 
can  blame  them?  When  the  ILWU  Inter- 
national retreated,  the  Longview  workers 
were  taking  all  the  casualties  while  EGT 
was  riding  high  in  the  saddle,  its  terminal 
being  filled  with  grain  and  the  forces  of 
Obama’s  federal  government  at  its  back  to 
get  it  shipped  out.  Solidarity  with  labor  on 
the  part  of  Occupy  activists  is  certainly 
welcome.  But  the  Occupy  blockades  were 
no  substitute  for  the  mobilization  of  the 
class  power  of  the  workers  in  struggle. 
Whatever  the  intention  of  the  protesters, 
their  pickets  could  easily  end  up  pitting 
the  protesters  against  the  workers  and 
their  union.  That  is  precisely  the  program 
of  the  more  “radical”  wing  of  Occupy 
exemplified  by  the  Black  Orchid  anar- 
chist collective  in  Seattle,  which  openly 
counterposes  the  largely  petty-bourgeois 
Occupy  forces  as  a “new  movement  of  the 
working  class”  to  the  unions. 

Evidently  this  is  no  problem  for  Jack 
Heyman.  A central  speaker  at  a January 
6 Seattle  Occupy  meeting  to  mobilize 
for  a caravan  to  Longview  when  the  first 
ship  pulled  into  the  EGT  terminal,  Hey- 
man embraced  Occupy  “sister  Barucha" 
who  “thinks  that  trade  unions  are  capi- 


talist institutions."  This,  Heyman  went  on 
to  argue,  is  “the  wonderful  thing  about 
this  Occupy  movement....  We  have  dif- 
ferent tendencies  in  it  and  we  can  raise 
our  differences  and  yet  come  together 
for  one  goal,  which  is  to  win  victory  for 
the  Longview  longshoremen."  It’s  kind 
of  hard  to  win  such  a victory  for  workers 
fighting  to  preserve  their  union  with  peo- 
ple who  think  that  unions  are  capitalist 
institutions!  But  Heyman  has  been  ped- 
dling his  credentials  as  a union  “militant” 
to  liberal  radicals  for  so  long  that  he  can’t 
even  recognize  the  class  line. 

Like  the  U.S.  labor  bureaucracy  as  a 
whole,  the  ILWU  International  embraced 


Occupy’s  “99  percent”  populism,  no  doubt 
hoping  that  it  would  further  Obama’s 
chances  of  re-election.  But  the  longshore 
union  tops  were  hostile  to  the  December 
12  port  shutdown.  In  his  January  3 let- 
ter to  ILWU  locals  about  protesting  when 
the  first  ship  arrived,  McEllrath  warned 
longshoremen  to  approach  those  organiz- 
ing for  Occupy  caravans  to  Longview 
with  “extreme  caution.”  Several  ILWU 
local  bureaucrats  and  members  from  the 
Pacific  Northwest  attended  the  January  6 
Seattle  Occupy  meeting  and  demanded 
that  this  letter  be  read.  After  being  made 
to  wait  for  close  to  two  hours,  they  got 
out  of  their  seats  to  protest  and  a melee 
ensued.  In  putting  off  the  request  by 
regional  officials  of  the  union  under  fire, 
the  event  organizers  had  invited  such  a 
confrontation. 

In  fact,  the  Black  Orchid  Collective 
seems  to  have  relished  it.  In  a state- 
ment issued  after  the  event  titled  “Unity 
vs.  Union  Goons,"  they  condemned  the 
ILWU  officials  for  “trying  to  prevent 
us  from  transcending  their  dying  struc- 
tures.” In  the  aftermath  of  the  confron- 
tation, the  Seattle  local  of  the  ILWU 
passed  a motion  banning  its  members 
from  “all  support  for  ‘Occupy’  formally 
or  informally,"  laying  the  basis  to  witch- 
hunt ILWU  members  who  have  worked 
with  Occupy.  Such  a witchhunt  could  be 
in  the  offing,  and  it  should  be  rejected  by 
the  ILWU. 

The  Internationalist  Group  (IG),  which 


cheerleads  for  Heyman,  subsequently 
wrote  us  asking  “where  the  Spartacist 
League  stands  on  this  disruption"?  As  we 
had  made  perfectly  clear  in  writing  to  the 
IG:  “We  stand  on  the  side  of  the  defense 
of  the  union  against  EGT’s  union-busting 
offensive,  backed  by  the  military  and 
other  police  forces  of  the  federal  govern- 
ment, not  with  those  in  the  Occupy  move- 
ment who  share  the  belief  that  the  unions 
should  be  eliminated.” 

While  describing  the  politics  of 
Occupy  as  “bourgeois  populism,”  the  IG 
simultaneously  condemns  it  for  trying  to 
go  around  the  union  bureaucracy  “when 
what  is  needed  is  a fight  to  defeat  and 
drive  out  these  ‘labor  lieutenants  of  the 
capitalist  class’.”  But  Occupy  is  not  part  of 
the  labor  movement,  which  is  where  such 
a fight  has  to  be  waged.  Our  struggle  with 
the  labor  bureaucrats  is  a political  one. 
in  opposition  to  its  subordination  of  the 
unions  to  the  national  interests  and  profits 
of  America's  capitalist  rulers.  Those  like 
Heyman,  the  IG  and  others  who  promote 
the  Occupy  movement — whose  populist 
politics  in  fact  mirror  those  of  the  labor 
misleaders — as  a substitute  for  the  union 
reaped  the  fruits  of  their  own  grotesque 
opportunism  at  the  Seattle  meeting. 

Those  Who  Labor  Must  Rule! 

Occupy  is  not,  and  cannot  be.  the 
vehicle  for  revitalizing  the  American 
labor  movement.  That  is  the  task  of  the 
workers  themselves.  What  is  posed  is  not 
simply  the  preservation  of  the  existing 
unions,  many  of  which  have  already  been 
reduced  to  a mere  shadow  of  their  former 
existence,  but  the  struggle  to  transform 
them  into  workers’  battalions  of  class 
struggle.  The  majority  black  member- 
ship of  Bay  Area  ILWU  Local  10  bridges 
a key  fault  line  in  U.S.  society,  giving 
the  union  the  ability  to  harness  its  social 
power  to  the  anger  of  the  masses  of  the 
inner  cities  whose  lives  have  been  writ- 
ten off  as  worthless  to  American  capital- 
ism. Likewise,  the  Latino  members  in  the 
ILWU’s  L. A. /Long  Beach  local  provide 
a key  link  to  the  huge  number  of  Latino 
immigrants  in  Los  Angeles.  This  would 
be  a key  to  the  fight  to  organize  the  non- 
union, majority  immigrant  port  truckers 
who  are  vital  to  shutting  down  the  ports. 

To  wage  such  battles,  the  union  must 
inscribe  on  its  banner  the  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants  and 
champion  the  cause  of  black  freedom.  But 
the  union  itself  is  rent  by  the  same  racial 
and  ethnic  fault  lines  that  the  shipping 
bosses  play  on  to  divide  and  weaken  the 
ILWU,  pitting  the  overwhelmingly  white 
ILWU  workers  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
the  black  members  in  the  Bay  Area  and 
the  Latino  members  in  L.A.  against  each 
other.  It  was  a coast  wide  strike  in  1934 
that  laid  the  basis  for  the  founding  of  the 
ILWU,  uniting  longshoremen,  seamen  and 
other  maritime  workers.  In  San  Francisco, 
where  the  longshore  struggle  sparked  a 
general  strike,  the  union  leadership  con- 
sciously appealed  to  the  oppressed  black 
population  and  fought  against  the  bosses’ 
attempts  to  use  racial  and  ethnic  divisions 
to  break  the  workers’  struggle. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


China... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

with  the  result  that  amid  the  worldwide 
Great  Depression  of  the  1930s  the  Soviet 
workers  experienced  no  unemployment 
and  the  economy  continued  to  grow. 
As  a military  and  industrial  power,  the 
Soviet  workers  state  also  acted  as  a coun- 
terweight to  the  rapacious  imperialists. 
However,  decades  of  imperialist  military 
and  economic  pressure,  combined  with 
Stalinist  bureaucratic  mismanagement 
and  betrayals  of  revolutionary  opportuni- 
ties around  the  world,  prepared  the  fall 
of  the  Soviet  workers  state  to  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  1991-92. 

The  post-World  War  II  revolutions  in 
China.  Vietnam,  North  Korea,  Laos  and 
Cuba  were  deformed  by  bureaucratic  rule 
from  their  inceptions,  but  nevertheless, 
the  overthrow  of  their  respective  capi- 
talist masters  set  the  stage  for  advances 
not  seen  in  similarly  backward  circum- 
stances in  Asia.  Africa  or  Latin  Amer- 
ica. It  is  not  fundamentally  the  growing 
economic  power  of  China  that  infuriates 
America’s  rulers  but  the  continued  exis- 
tence of  its  social  revolution,  which  the 
imperialists  are  dead  set  on  overturning. 

The  list  of  economic  concessions 
sought  by  the  full  spectrum  of  Ameri- 
can manufacturers  and  financiers  reflects 
their  aspiration  to  return  China  to  some- 
thing akin  to  its  former  colonial  status. 
Efforts  to  strengthen  the  military  vise 
around  China — e.g.,  the  shift  of  U.S. 
armed  forces  to  the  Pacific  Rim,  the 
recent  strengthening  of  military  alliances 
with  Japan,  Australia  and  the  Philip- 
pines and  the  continued  arming  of  capi- 
talist Taiwan — are  another  prong  of  that 
attack,  along  with  the  promotion  of  coun- 
terrevolutionary forces  inside  China.  Just 
as  workers  in  the  U.S.  must  defend  their 
unions  against  the  bosses  despite  the  sell- 
out labor  leadership,  it  is  the  duty  of  the 
international  working  class,  especially  in 
the  U.S.,  to  defend  China  against  imperi- 
alism and  internal  counterrevolution. 

When  the  U.S.  rulers  launched  the 
Cold  War  against  the  Soviet  Union  in 
the  aftermath  of  WWII,  anti-Communist 
hysteria  swept  the  nation,  and  reds  and 
other  militants  were  purged  from  the 
unions  that  they  had  played  a crucial  role 
in  building.  The  U.S.  labor  bureaucracy 
picked  up  the  cudgels  for  the  imperial- 
ists, particularly  by  wielding  the  banner 
of  “free  trade  unions.”  One  of  its  noto- 
rious instruments  was  the  American 
Institute  for  Free  Labor  Development 
(AIFLD),  a front  for  the  CIA  that  helped 
engineer  right-wing  coups  throughout 
Latin  America.  Among  the  AIFLD’s 
godfathers  was  Irving  Brown,  an  Ameri- 
can Federation  of  Labor  operative  for 
the  CIA  who  planted  agents,  bought 
union  officials  and  hired  goon  squads 
to  crush  left-led  unions  in  Europe  and 
elsewhere.  In  the  1980s,  the  AFL-CIO 
hierarchy  funneled  millions  of  dollars 
in  CIA  money  to  Polish  Solidamo&5 — a 


The  San  Francisco  general  strike  was 
not  the  only  major  class  battle  of  1934. 
There  was  also  a mass  strike  sparked  by 
auto  parts  workers  in  Toledo  and  truck 
drivers’  strikes  in  Minneapolis,  out  of 
which  the  Teamsters  was  forged  as  a pow- 
erful industrial  union.  They  were  all  led  by 
reds.  As  James  P.  Cannon,  the  founder  of 
American  Trotskyism,  whose  supporters 
led  the  Minneapolis  strikes,  wrote  in  an 
article  on  the  1936  West  Coast  maritime 
strike  (printed  in  Notebook  of  an  Agita- 
tor, 1958),  a contract  settlement  “is  only  a 
temporary  truce  and  the  nature  of  such  a 
settlement  is  decided  by  power;  ‘justice’ 
has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  workers 
will  not  have  justice  until  they  take  over 
the  world....  The  bosses  are  powerful  in 
the  first  place,  because  they  own  the  ships 
and  the  docks,  and  the  workers  have  not 
yet  challenged  their  fraudulent  claim  to 
such  ownership.  And  because  they  own 
the  ships  the  bosses  own  the  government." 

The  workers  struggle  against  increas- 
ingly brutal  exploitation  will  not  end 
short  of  getting  rid  of  a system  based 


Chengdu,  China;  Steel  workers  on  strike  against  low  wages,  January  4. 


ened  by  counterrevolution,  it  may  act  to 
defend  the  gains  of  the  revolution.  In  a 
like  manner,  the  trade-union  tops  in  capi- 
talist countries  are  occasionally  capable 
of  resisting  by  strike  action  the  bosses’ 
attacks  on  the  membership  whose  dues 
pay  their  exorbitant  salaries.  Fundamen- 
tally, however,  both  these  bureaucratic 
strata  seek  to  prosper  and  maintain  their 
status  by  accommodation  to  the  imperial- 
ist world  order. 

For  decades,  the  union  bureaucrats  in 
this  country  have  prostrated  themselves 
to  almost  each  and  every  demand  of  the 
bosses.  Today,  some  public  employee 
unions,  which  together  make  up  the  larg- 
est remaining  unionized  sector  of  the 
working  class,  are  on  the  verge  of  extinc- 
tion. In  the  case  of  those  unions  stripped 
of  any  role  in  contract  negotiations,  many 
of  their  members  are  simply  failing  to 
pay  their  dues.  In  this  demoralized  atmos- 
phere, not  a few  workers  question  the 
value  of  unions. 

The  preference  of  the  Republican  Party 
is  to  crush  the  unions  outright,  while  that 
of  the  Democrats  is  to  maintain  them  as 
stockyards  for  voting  cattle,  at  least  as 
long  as  they  remain  prostrate  before  capi- 
tal. The  very  capacity  of  the  working  class 
to  resist  any  of  the  depredations  of  the 
capitalist  system  requires  revitalizing  the 
unions  based  on  the  understanding  that  the 
working  class  shares  no  common  cause 
with  its  capitalist  exploiters.  Fundamen- 


tal to  this  perspective  is  the  Fight  to  break 
labor  from  the  parties  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  wrenching,  grinding  worldwide  eco- 
nomic crisis  starkly  illuminates  Trotsky's 
statement  in  the  1938  Transitional  Pro- 
gram. the  founding  document  of  the  Fourth 
International:  “The  question  is  one  of 
guarding  the  proletariat  from  decay, 
demoralization  and  ruin. ...  If  capitalism  is 
incapable  of  satisfying  the  demands  inevi- 
tably arising  from  the  calamities  generated 
by  itself,  then  let  it  perish.”  It  is  urgently 
necessary  to  reforge  the  Fourth  Interna- 
tional, world  party  of  socialist  revolution, 
to  weld  together  the  vanguard  forces  of  the 
proletariat  from  the  U.S.  to  China  in  the 
fight  for  a world  socialist  order.  ■ 


reactionary  movement  masquerading  as  a 
trade  union  that  was  in  the  forefront  of 
the  drive  for  capitalist  restoration  in  East 
Europe.  (For  more  on  Solidamotfd,  see 
the  article  on  page  6.) 

Far  from  a pot  of  gold  for  American 
workers,  the  alliance  of  the  trade-union 
tops  with  their  imperialist  masters  is 
responsible  for  the  current  desperate 
straits  of  organized  labor.  As  regards 
China,  it  sets  workers  here  against  the 
increasingly  militant  Chinese  proletar- 
iat. In  recent  months,  workers  in  China 
have  engaged  in  a renewed  strike  wave  to 
improve  their  economic  well-being  and 
organizational  strength,  in  the  process 
squaring  off  with  police  forces  deployed 
by  the  Stalinist  Chinese  Communist  Party 
(CCP).  The  current  wave  of  class  struggle 
points  to  the  need  for  unions  independent 
of  bureaucratic  domination  and  devoted  to 
the  defense  of  the  gains  of  the  revolution. 

In  recent  years  China  has  helped  fuel 
its  continued  growth  by  emerging  as 
an  infrastructure  powerhouse,  even  fab- 
ricating key  sections  of  the  new  San 
Francisco-Oakland  Bay  Bridge.  The  U.S. 
labor  bureaucracy’s  protectionist  cam- 
paign is  its  reactionary  response  to  the 
fact  that  steel  and  auto  parts  production  in 
China  is  increasingly  integral  to  the  U.S. 
auto  industry.  Where  the  pro-capitalist 
labor  bureaucrats  scream  about  a threat 
to  American  workers,  Marxists  see  in  the 
Chinese  proletariat  a potentially  powerful 
international  ally  of  the  U.S.  working  class. 

The  Chinese  bureaucracy  is  respon- 
sible for  introducing  virtually  untram- 
meled capitalist  exploitation  in  sections 
of  the  economy.  Xi  Jinping,  who  has  held 
posts  in  four  provinces,  is  all  but  certain 
to  ascend  to  the  presidency  as  a reward 
for  his  successes  in  attracting  foreign 
investment  and  expanding  government 
support  for  model  entrepreneurs.  He  is 
the  first  “princeling"  (the  contemptu- 
ous term  for  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
old  party  leaders  whose  connections 
have  greased  their  access  to  wealth  and 
power)  to  be  tapped  to  rule  the  country. 
His  meeting  with  Obama  is  seen  as  a test 
of  his  mettle  in  standing  up  to  this  leader 


of  bullying  U.S.  imperialism.  Insofar  as 
he  does  so,  it  is  a good  thing. 

But  whatever  transpires,  it  will  mark 
a continuation  of  the  CCP’s  longstand- 
ing conciliation  of  imperialism  based 
on  the  Stalinist  dogma  of  “socialism  in 
one  country”  and  its  corollary,  “peaceful 
coexistence.”  Its  many  ties  to  the  capital- 
ist exploiters,  as  well  as  the  increasing 
corruption  that  permeates  the  top  levels 
of  the  party  regime,  ultimately  pose  the 
threat  of  the  overturn  of  the  1949  Revo- 
lution. The  answer  is  a working-class 
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political  revolution  that  ousts  this  para- 
sitic caste  and  replaces  it  with  organs  of 
proletarian  political  power,  workers  and 
peasants  councils  modeled  after  the  sovi- 
ets that  played  an  instrumental  role  in  the 
October  Revolution. 

For  Internationalist 
Proletarian  Leadership! 

In  the  1930s,  revolutionary  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  frequently  pointed  to  the 
similarity  between  reformist  trade  unions 
in  capitalist  countries  and  the  bureau- 
cratically degenerated  workers  state  in 
the  USSR — that  is,  to  their  contradictory 
nature.  Insofar  as  the  bureaucracy’s  rule 
in  the  deformed  workers  states  is  threat- 


on production  for  profit  and  establish- 
ing a workers  government  that  will  take 
the  means  of  production  out  of  the  hands 
of  the  rapacious  capitalist  owners  and 
make  it  the  collective  property  of  soci- 
ety. Then,  advances  in  automation  and 
other  technology,  which  are  now  wielded 
as  clubs  against  workers’  jobs  and  liveli- 
hoods, will  be  used  to  reduce  their  work- 
load and  lead  to  vast  improvements  in  the 
conditions  of  life  for  the  population  as  a 
whole. 

The  road  forward  lies  in  the  fight  to 
forge  a new  class-struggle  leadership  of 
the  unions  that  will  wage  the  battles  out  of 
which  a revolutionary  workers  party  can 
be  built.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  to  forge  the  nucleus  of  such  a 
party  as  the  U.S.  section  of  a revolution- 
ary working-class  international  organiza- 
tion. As  Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels 
wrote  over  150  years  ago  in  the  Commu- 
nist Manifesto:  “The  proletarians  have 
nothing  to  lose  but  their  chains.  They 
have  a world  to  win.  Working  men  of  all 
countries  unite!''! 
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Serving  the  Democrats,  Selling  Out  the  Workers 


Left:  United  Steelworkers  president 
Leo  Gerard  at  protectionist  rally  at 
U.S.  Capitol,  September  2010. 

Inset:  Barack  Obama’s  January  24 
State  of  the  Union  address  indicted 
China  for  not  playing  by  trade  “rules." 


Down  With  Labor  Tops’ 

China  Bashing! 


On  the  heels  of  President  Obama’s 
January  24  State  of  the  Union  address, 
a coalition  of  union  officials,  rust-belt 
Democratic  Party  politicians  and  trade 
advocacy  groups  is  promising  a campaign 
against  China’s  supposedly  nefarious 
trade  policies,  with  particular  focus  on 
the  auto  industry.  Once  again,  the  labor 
bureaucrats  espouse  not  the  weapons  of 
class  struggle  but  the  poison  of  anti-China 
protectionism — at  a time  when  General 
Motors  has  resumed  its  status  as  the 
world’s  leading  maker  of  cars  and  Ford, 
Chrysler  and  leading  U.S.  auto  parts  man- 
ufacturers are  well  in  the  black.  Hoping 
to  pressure  Obama  to  take  up  their  plight 
in  his  February  14  Washington  meeting 
with  Chinese  president-in-waiting  Xi  Jin- 
ping, the  union  leaders  were  gaga  over  the 
State  of  the  Union,  in  which  the  president 
vowed  to  stand  tough  against  competitors 
who  “don't  play  by  the  rules,”  specifically 
indicting  China. 

In  a statement  the  day  after  Obama’s 
address,  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW) 
president  Bob  King  crowed,  “The  recov- 
ery of  the  American  automotive  industry 
is  one  of  our  country’s  greatest  economic 
success  stories."  Attributing  this  salvation 
to  Obama’s  “bet  on  U.S.  workers,"  King 
proceeded  to  pledge  to  "work  to  re-elect 
President  Barack  Obama  in  November.” 
King’s  greatest  “success”  to  date  has  been 
to  deliver  Ford  the  same  massive  conces- 
sions that  were  granted  to  bankrupt  GM 
and  Chrysler  as  part  of  the  2009  bailout 
overseen  by  the  White  House.  Then  UAW 
head  Ron  Gettelfinger,  King  & Co.  worked 
hand  in  glove  with  Obama  to  achieve  the 
layoffs,  wage/benefits  slashing,  no-strike 
pledge  and  second-class  union  member- 
ship demanded  by  the  industry’s  bosses. 

The  America  first  and  foremost  chau- 
vinists at  the  top  of  the  UAW,  the  United 
Steelworkers  (USW)  and  other  unions  are 
especially  exercised  over  China’s  recent 


imposition  of  steep  tariffs  of  $4.9  billion 
a year  on  imports  of  sport  utility  vehicles 
and  large  cars  from  the  U.S.,  as  well  as 
its  supposedly  illegal  restrictions  on  the 
export  of  rare  earth  metals,  97  percent  of 
which  are  mined  in  China.  Helping  lead 
the  charge  against  China  is  the  Alliance 
for  American  Manufacturing,  formed  by 
the  USW  and  the  steel  bosses.  This  class- 
collaborationist  combine  projects  a virtual 
Armageddon  for  American  automakers, 
claiming  that  1.6  million  jobs  in  the  indus- 
try are  at  risk  and  that  the  “global  domina- 
tion” of  auto  parts  manufacture  by  China 
looms  in  the  near  future. 

If  this  doomsday  scenario  smells  a 
little  like  “weapons  of  mass  destruction" 
hype,  it’s  because  it’s  no  less  ridiculous 
and  similarly  designed  to  mask  reality. 
To  be  forgotten  is  that  the  massacre  of 


jobs  and  social  benefits  and  the  grinding 
poverty  that  now  stalks  this  land  are  in 
the  purest  sense  "made  in  America”  by 
its  rapacious  ruling  class,  which  is  driven 
to  exploit  and  oppress  in  the  quest  for 
profits,  the  motive  force  of  the  capitalist 
system.  One  must  forget,  too,  that  these 
rulers  are  not  only  unscathed  by  this  car- 
nage but  are  rolling  in  dough,  their  well- 
being aided  and  abetted  by  the  policies 
of  their  government  and  the  imperialist 
Commander-in-Chief.  Barack  Obama. 
Most  importantly  from  the  standpoint 
of  the  trade-union  tops,  the  workers  are 
to  forget  that  in  the  face  of  the  attacks, 
not  least  the  accelerating  decimation  of 
the  unions,  these  types  have  refused  to 
mobilize  labor’s  power,  including  for  the 
crucial  fight  to  organize  the  roughly  90 
percent  of  workers  who  are  non-union. 


They  have  also  openly  collaborated  with 
the  bosses  in  packaging  and  selling  to  the 
union  rank  and  File  such  savageries  as  the 
corporation  heads  demand. 

The  stock  in  trade  of  these  "labor 
lieutenants  of  capital,”  who  in  this  coun- 
try are  largely  a constituent  part  of  the 
Democrats,  one  of  the  dual  parties  of 
the  bourgeoisie,  is  the  holy  union  of  the 
bosses  and  the  proletariat  against  the  for- 
eign "enemy.”  This  poison  is  dished  out 
through  protectionism  and  its  ultimate 
extension,  working-class  support  for  the 
wars  of  the  U.S.  imperialist  rulers.  Under 
Republicans  and  especially  Democrats, 
the  U.S.  since  World  War  11  has  engaged 
in  a virtually  unending  series  of  military 
actions  and  all-out  wars  with  millions 
upon  millions  of  corpses  left  in  their 
wake.  The  victimization  of  working  and 
poor  people  here  is  but  the  domestic  coun- 
terpart of  the  conflagrations  abroad  in  the 
service  of  this  decaying  imperialist  order. 

Defend  the  Gains  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution! 

The  current  China-bashing  is  intended 
in  part  to  establish  which  candidate  for 
the  presidency  will  be  the  most  resolute  in 
advancing  the  claims  of  the  U.S.  against 
its  "enemies."  And  from  the  standpoint  of 
the  U.S.  imperialists,  China  is  not  just  any 
enemy.  It  is  the  largest  and  strongest  of 
the  remaining  societies  in  which  capital- 
ist rule  was  overthrown  and  private  own- 
ership of  the  means  of  production  was 
replaced  by  nationalized  planning. 

Such  societies  owe  their  existence  to 
the  1917  October  Revolution  in  Russia 
and  the  working-class  state  power,  the 
USSR,  which  issued  from  it.  Although 
that  power  was  vitiated  by  the  bureau- 
cratic usurpation  of  proletarian  political 
rule,  the  historically  progressive  social 
content  of  the  Soviet  Union  prevailed, 
continued  on  page  II 


U.S  Navy 

July  2010:  Aircraft  carrier  USS  George  Washington  en  route  to  joint  military 
exercises  with  South  Korea.  U.S.  is  strengthening  military  vise  around 
Chinese  deformed  workers  state. 
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Bishops,  Bigots  and  Birth  Control 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 

For  Full,  Free  Access  to  Contraception! 


Left:  Clerics  attack  contraception  in  guise  of  religious  freedom  at  February 
16  House  committee  hearing.  Right:  Obama  and  Health  and  Human  Services 
Secretary  Kathleen  Sebelius  offer  olive  branch  to  anti-woman  reactionaries 
at  February  10  press  conference. 


The  Catholic  church’s 
campaign  to  oppose  cost- 
free  health  insurance  cov- 
erage for  contraception 
for  women  employed  in 
its  universities  and  hos- 
pitals is  a frontal  attack 
on  the  rights  that  women 
gained  in  the  wake  of  the  social  struggles 
for  civil  rights  and  against  the  Vietnam 
War.  Cost  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
same  bishops  who  seek  to  achieve  an 
exception  to  such  coverage  in  the  name 
of  "religious  freedom”  cannot  even  obtain 
voluntary  compliance  from  Catholics  in 
this  country,  almost  all  of  whom  use 
effective  birth  control  methods  instead  of 
Vatican  roulette  (the  rhythm  method). 

The  bishops  quickly  found  allies  from 
among  the  Republican  candidates  for  the 
presidency — most  notably  Rick  "Sancto- 
rum," who  runs  as  an  open  proponent  of 
Catholic  theology.  Joining  in  were  the  right- 
wing  Christian  fundamentalists  who  cur- 
rently constitute  the  core  of  that  party,  as 
well  as  Orthodox  Jewish  rabbis.  Santorum 
has  now  made  the  virtually  unprecedented 
declaration  that  separation  of  church  and 
state  in  the  U.S.  is  not  "absolute.”  It  needs 
to  be  noted  that  religious  freedom  in  the 
U.S.  is  in  fact  based  on  the  separation  of 
church  and  state,  not  on  the  "freedom" 
of  the  clergy  of  whatever  stripe  to  dictate 
their  superstitious  restraints  on  sexuality. 

The  attack  on  the  availability  of  con- 
traception is  a part  of  the  decades-long 
assault  on  women’s  rights,  centrally  on 
the  right  to  abortion  that  was  suppos- 
edly guaranteed  by  the  1973  Roe  v.  Wade 
Supreme  Court  decision.  It  is  an  attack  on 
the  very  way  women  live  today.  Ninety- 
nine  percent  of  women  with  sexual  expe- 
rience have  used  contraception,  with  69 
percent  of  those  using  highly  effective 
measures  like  the  Pill.  At  the  same  time, 
almost  half  of  the  first  births  in  this  coun- 


try are  to  unmarried  women,  and  not  a 
small  number  of  those  are  unplanned. 
Additionally,  the  Pill  is  the  treatment  of 
choice  for  a variety  of  medical  conditions. 

The  Catholic  hierarchy’s  attack  on  con- 
traception is  one  of  myriad  attempts  to 
enjoin  the  sexual  freedom  of  women  and 
maintain  them  as  breeding  stock.  Pending 
in  over  a dozen  states  are  “personhood" 
bills  that  define  human  life  as  beginning 
at  conception  and,  thus,  threaten  legalized 
abortion  and  contraception.  Many  slates 
already  have  laws  severely  limiting  access 
to  abortion,  with  some  requiring  ultra- 
sounds for  any  woman  seeking  the  proce- 
dure. Planned  Parenthood  has  been  under 
siege  for  the  "crimes”  of  making  con- 
traception available  and  providing  some 
access  to  abortion  to  those  without  means. 

But  all  is  not  well  for  the  apostles  of 
religious  fundamentalism.  A personhood 
bill  that  seemed  a shoo-in  was  recently 
tabled  in  Virginia,  and  a similar  bill  failed 


last  year  in  a statewide  referendum  in 
Mississippi,  normally  a reliable  outpost 
of  racial  and  religious  reaction.  Recently 
the  Susan  G.  Komen  foundation,  which 
is  dedicated  to  eradicating  breast  cancer, 
reversed  its  decision  to  end  its  donations 
to  Planned  Parenthood  following  substan- 
tial public  outcry  and  objections  of  some 
of  its  wealthy  patrons. 

The  vast  majority  of  women  today  are 
not  about  to  accept  being  forced  back  into 
the  pre-Pill  1950s,  with  its  straitjacket  of 
sexual  “morality.”  Nonetheless,  the  notion 
that  consensual  sexual  activity  no  matter 
how  it  is  wrapped  or  stimulated  is  a private 
affair  and  should  be  free  of  state  interfer- 
ence is  hardly  as  American  as  apple  pie. 
Laws  against  contraception  remained  on 
the  books  in  many  states  well  after  the 
Pill  was  available  by  prescription.  Until 
1965,  it  was  illegal  for  married  people 
in  Connecticut  to  use  birth  control.  It 
took  seven  more  years  for  single  people 


to  legally  use  birth  con- 
trol in  Massachusetts, 
and  not  only  there.  Bill 
Baird,  a heroic  fighter  for 
women's  right  to  abortion 
and  contraception,  spent 
three  months  in  jail  in 
Massachusetts  for  giv- 
ing a package  of  contraceptive  foam  and 
a condom  to  a Boston  University  student 
as  a challenge  to  the  law.  Baird's  case  later 
went  to  the  Supreme  Court  and  helped 
lay  the  basis  for  the  right  to  privacy — the 
main  legal  argument  behind  Roe  v.  Wade 
(see  “Fifty  Years  After  the  Pill:  Still  a 
Long  Way  to  Go,”  WV  No.  968. 5 Novem- 
ber 2010). 

Democrats  No  Answer  to 
Christian  Right 

The  just  outrage  of  most  women  over 
the  fundamentalist  barrage  on  their  rights 
is  likely  to  be  reflected  in  the  November 
presidential  election  in  a manner  that  will 
not  please  the  Republican  candidate.  As 
G.O.P.  strategist  Alex  Castellanos  told 
Maureen  Dowd  of  the  New  York  Times  (25 
February),  "Republicans  being  against  sex 
is  not  good.  Sex  is  popular.”  To  be  sure,  at 
present  the  Republican  primary  scene  has 
been  peopled  with  seeming  troglodytes,  as 
exemplified  by  the  quip  from  Rick  Santo- 
rum’s  wealthy  benefactor  that  in  the  good 
old  days  cheap  birth  control  consisted  of 
"gals”  putting  an  aspirin  between  their 
continued  on  page  2 


Honor  Malcolm  X,  Militant  Voice  of  Black  Struggle 


Manning  Marable’s  Malcolm?# 
A Liberal’s  “Reinvention” 


See  Page  6 


Adol, 
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Birth  Control... 

(continued  from  page  I ) 

knees.  Santorum's  war  on  sex  moved  Dowd 
to  write  three  days  earlier:  ‘Rick  Santo- 
rum  has  been  called  a latter-day  Savon- 
arola. That’s  far  too  grand.  He’s  more  like 
a small-town  mullah.’’  (Girolamo  Savon- 
arola |1452-1498|  was  a Dominican  monk 
who.  as  the  leader  of  a Christian  state  in 
Florence,  led  mobs  in  burning  books  and 
crusaded  against  vice  and  frivolity.) 

As  they  openly  dish  out  bigotry  and 
contempt  for  working  people,  women 
and  minorities,  the  Republicans  are  mak- 
ing it  easy  for  the  Democrats  to  strike 
their  pose  as  the  last  refuge  for  labor 
and  the  oppressed.  It  is  to  be  expected 
that  the  feminists,  along  with  the  sellout 
labor  bureaucracy,  will  do  their  bit  for 
the  re-election  of  the  Democrat  Obama 
as  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  capitalist 
order. 

It  should  be  recalled  that  it  was  not  a 
Republican  president  but  the  Democrat 
Jimmy  Carter  (1977-1981)  who  hyped  the 


virtues  of  Christian  fundamentalism  as  a 
weapon  to  roll  back  the  gains  of  the  civil 
rights  and  other  social  struggles  of  the 
1950s  and  ’60s.  For  America’s  capitalist 
rulers,  who  had  suffered  a huge  defeat  at 
the  hands  of  the  Vietnamese  workers  and 
peasants,  the  radicalism  associated  with 
the  1960s  was  a dangerous  bubble.  Above 
all,  they  feared  that  a recurrence  of  social 
protest  could  spill  over  into  an  aroused 
labor  movement. 

To  counter  “permissiveness”  and  restore 
confidence  in  the  U.S.  ruling  class,  in  the 
1970s  a major  ideological  assault  was 
launched,  aimed  at  instilling  an  unques- 
tioning acceptance  of  capitalism,  God  and 
family,  including  the  desirability  of  dying 
for  one’s  country.  It  was  under  the  "born 
again"  Carter  that  the  Hyde  Amendment 
cutting  off  federal  funding  of  abortions 
for  poor  women  was  enacted,  coinciding 
with  a rollback  of  black  rights. 

Since  that  time,  bourgeois  politics 
under  both  the  Democrats  and  Republi- 
cans have  moved  even  farther  to  the  right, 
and  today  Obama  & Co.  occupy  ground 
once  claimed  by  mainstream  Republicans. 


Marxism  and  the 
Emancipation  of  Women 

In  honor  of  International  Women’s  Day. 

March  8,  we  print  below  excerpts  of  an  article 
by  Clara  Zetkin,  who  played  a historic  role 
in  the  international  working  women's  move- 
ment. Zetkin  was  a leading  figure  in  the  Ger- 
man Social  Democratic  Party  and  later  the 
Communist  Party  as  well  as  a personal  friend 
of  Bolshevik  leader  V.I.  Lenin.  Marking  the 
20th  anniversary  of  the  death  of  Karl  Marx,  LENIN 

her  article  underlines  how  Marx's  materialist 
understanding  of  society  laid  the  basis  for  a program  of  women's  liberation  through  pro- 
letarian revolution.  Through  developing  the  productive  forces  in  a planned  economy,  the 
institution  of  the  family,  the  central  source  of  women 's  oppression,  will  be  replaced  with 
collective  childcare  and  housework  as  part  of  an  egalitarian  socialist  society. 

To  be  sure,  Marx  never  dealt  with  the  women's  question  "per  se’’  or  “as  such."  Yet  he 
created  the  most  irreplaceable  and  important  weapons  for  the  women's  fight  to  obtain 
all  of  their  rights.  His  materialist  concept  of  history  has  not  supplied  us  with  any  ready- 
made formulas  concerning  the  women’s  question,  yet  it  has  done  something  much  more 
important:  It  has  given  us  the  correct,  unerring  method  to  explore  and  comprehend  that 
question.  It  was  only  the  materialist  concept  of  history  which  enabled  us  to  understand 
the  women’s  question  within  the  flux  of  universal  historical  development  and  the  light  of 
universally  applicable  social  relationships  and  their  historical  necessity  and  justification. 
Only  thus  did  we  perceive  its  driving  forces  and  the  aims  pursued  by  them  as  well  as 
the  conditions  which  are  essential  to  a solution  of  these  problems. 

The  old  superstition  that  the  position  of  women  in  the  family  and  in  society  was  for- 
ever unchangeable  because  it  was  created  on  moral  precepts  or  by  divine  revelation  was 
smashed.  Marx  revealed  that  the  family,  like  all  other  institutions  and  forms  of  existence, 
is  subjected  to  a constant  process  of  ebb  and  flow  which  changes  with  the  economic 
conditions  and  the  property  relationships  which  result  from  them.... 

Das  Kapital  shows  most  convincingly  that  there  are  incessant  and  irresistible  histori- 
cal forces  at  work  in  today’s  society  which  are  revolutionizing  this  situation  from  the 
bottom  up  and  will  bring  about  the  equality  of  women.  By  masterfully  examining  the 
development  and  nature  of  capitalist  production  down  to  the  most  refined  details,  and 
by  discovering  its  law  of  motion,  i.e.,  the  Theory  of  Surplus  Value,  he  has  conclusively 
proven  in  his  discussions  of  women  and  child  labor  that  capitalism  has  destroyed  the  basis 
for  the  ancient  domestic  activity  of  women,  thereby  dissolving  the  anachronistic  form  of 
the  family.  This  has  made  women  economically  independent  outside  of  the  family  and 
created  a firm  ground  for  their  equality  as  wives,  mothers  and  citizens.  But  something  else 
is  clearly  illustrated  by  Marx’s  works:  The  proletariat  is  the  only  revolutionary  class  which 
by  establishing  Socialism,  is  able  to  and  must  create  the  indispensable  prerequisites  for  the 
complete  solution  of  the  women’s  question.  Besides  the  fact  that  the  bourgeois  suffragettes 
neither  want  nor  are  able  to  achieve  the  social  liberation  of  women  proletarians,  they  are 
incapable  of  solving  the  serious  new  conflicts  which  will  be  fought  over  the  social  and 
legal  equality  of  the  sexes  within  the  capitalist  order.  These  conflicts  will  not  vanish  until 
the  exploitation  of  man  by  man  and  the  contradictions  arising  therefrom  are  abolished. 

— Clara  Zetkin,  “What  the  Women  Owe  to  Karl  Marx"  (March  1903), 
reprinted  in  Clara  Zetkin:  Selected  Writings  (1984) 
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TROTSKY 


Left: 

Democrat 
Jimmy  Carter 
helped  bring 
Christian 
fundamentalism 
into  political 
mainstream 
in  1970s. 

Right: 
Arch-bigot 
Rick  Santorum 
campaigning 
in  Florida, 
January  25. 


As  Salon.com  columnist  Glenn  Greenwald 
put  it,  “Because  Obama  has  governed  as  a 
centrist  Republican,  these  GOP  candidates 
are  able  to  attack  him  as  a leftist  radical 
only  by  moving  so  far  to  the  right  in  their 
rhetoric  and  policy  prescriptions  that  they 
fall  over  the  cliff  of  mainstream  accept- 
ability, or  even  basic  sanity"  (London 
Guardian,  27  December  2011). 

In  response  to  the  bishops’  outrage  at 
being  supposedly  forced  to  fund  "sin.” 
Obama  renegotiated  the  terms,  leaving 
the  women  workers  of  Catholic  affiliates 
to  find  contraception  elsewhere,  suppos- 
edly via  insurance  companies.  The  “com- 
promise” is  patently  at  the  expense  of  the 
women  workers  involved.  Yet  it  hasn’t 
silenced  such  opponents  as  the  attorney 
generals  of  Texas,  Florida,  Michigan, 
Nebraska,  Ohio.  Oklahoma  and  South 
Carolina,  who  jointly  filed  a suit  in  a U.S. 
District  Court  seeking  to  block  even  the 
compromised  requirement  that  insurance 
plans  cover  contraception. 

During  last  April’s  budget  fight,  the 
Republicans  fought  to  ban  federal  funding 
for  Planned  Parenthood  and  to  reinstate 
a ban  on  the  District  of  Columbia  using 
its  own  money  to  fund  elective  abortion 
through  Medicaid.  The  first  was  tempo- 
rarily set  aside,  but  the  Obama  White 
House  okayed  the  ban  on  D.C.  funding 
for  abortions,  particularly  sacrificing 
the  rights  and  health  of  black  women.  In 
fact,  the  Democrats  have  ensured  that  for 
most  of  the  last  20  years  the  ban  was  in 
effect.  Clinton  signed  the  ban  into  law  six 
times,  and  Obama  and  the  Democratic- 
controlled  House  and  Senate  upheld  it  in 
2009.  As  we  noted  in  our  article  on  the 
D.C.  ban:  “In  regard  to  abortion,  the  ‘pro- 
choice’  Democrats’  strategy  has  been  to 
keep  it  safe  and  legal  for  the  wealthy,  but 
to  hell  with  the  poor  and  minorities"  (WV 
No.  979,  29  April  2011). 

And  to  hell  with  young  people.  In 
December,  Obama  and  Health  and  Hu- 
man Services  Secretary  Kathleen  Sebe- 
lius  overruled  the  FDA  when  that  agency 
approved  the  "morning-after”  pill  for 


over-the-counter  sales  to  anyone,  regard- 
less of  age.  So  now  women  younger  than 
17  must  chase  down  a doctor  immediately 
after  intercourse  and  beg  for  a prescrip- 
tion. Obama  claimed  patriarchal  privilege 
“as  the  father  of  two  daughters"  in  justi- 
fying the  ban,  an  obvious  ploy  to  cater  to 
Christian  fundamentalist  voters  for  this 
year’s  elections.  Above  all,  the  Democrats 
want  to  avoid  the  “A-word"  (abortion). 
Since  Roe  v.  Wade,  under  both  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  administrations, 
access  to  abortion  has  been  rolled  back 
to  such  an  extent  that  nearly  90  percent  of 
counties  have  no  abortion  facilities  at  all. 
On  top  of  that.  36  states  require  minors  to 
get  parental  consent. 

Obama  and  the  Democrats  created  a 
health  "reform”  package  that  insurance 
executive-turned-whistleblower  Wendell 
Potter  quipped  might  more  aptly  be  called 
“The  Insurance  Industry  Profit  Protection 
and  Enhancement  Act.”  In  May  2009, 
speaking  at  the  Notre  Dame  commence- 
ment, Obama  proclaimed  his  support  to 
a “sensible  conscience  clause"  that  would 
allow  health  care  providers  to  withhold 
abortion  or  other  services  that  conflicted 
with  their  religious  beliefs.  Forsaking  any 
semblance  of  a genuine  "public  option"  let 
alone  the  kind  of  “single-payer”  system 
as  exists  in  Canada  and  much  of  Europe, 
Obama  also  made  clear  that  the  plan 
would  not  cover  “illegal"  immigrants  and 
their  families  and  that  no  federal  dollars 
would  be  used  to  fund  abortions,  in  line 
with  the  reactionary  Hyde  Amendment. 

People  in  this  country — including  immi- 
grants— need  free  quality  health  care  with 
no  exceptions.  Free  abortion  and  contracep- 
tion must  be  available  to  all,  irrespective  of 
age.  These  necessities  will  not  be  gained 
through  playing  the  shell  game  by  which 
the  interests  of  workers  and  the  oppressed 
are  tied  to  the  “lesser  evil”  Democratic 
Party  of  American  capitalism.  Such  gains 
for  women  as  have  been  wrested  were  not 
due  to  the  electoral  pressure  politics  of 
the  bourgeois  National  Organization  for 
continued  on  page  9 


Spartacist  Forums 


Egypt  and  the  Struggle  for 
Women’s  Liberation 


Speaker:  Amy  Rath,  editor  of  Women  and  Revolution 

The  Women  s Building.  3543  18th  St. 
(Near  Valencia.  16th  St./Mission  BART) 

Saturday,  March  31, 3 p.m.  For  info:  (510)  839-0851  • slbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


The  Poison  of  “Separate  but  Equal” 

The  Rehabilitation  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
in  Racist  Capitalist  America 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

Speaker:  Don  Alexander,  Spartacist  League  Central  Committee 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


322  W.  48th  St.,  1st  Floor,  Manhattan 
(Between  8th  and  9th  Avenues 
Tuesday,  March  6,  7 p.m.  Take  A.  C or  E train  to  42nd  St.) 

For  info:  (212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 
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Gunning  Down  Blacks,  Spying  on  Muslims 

NYPD  Racist  Rampage 


Harbus/NY  Daily  News 

February  6:  Family  of  Ramarley  Graham  (inset)  leads  march  to  47th  Precinct 
in  Bronx  to  protest  his  killing  by  cops. 


A spate  of  terror  carried  out  by  the  New 
York  Police  Department  against  black 
youth  in  recent  weeks  gives  a raw  picture 
of  life  in  Barack  Obama’s  “post-racial" 
America.  On  February  2,  cops  gunned 
down  Ramarley  Graham,  a black  Bronx 
teenager.  Graham  had  run  when  police 
tried  to  stop  him.  since  the  small  quan- 
tity of  marijuana  he  was  carrying  could 
have  meant  jail  time.  Cops  from  the  Street 
Narcotics  Enforcement  Unit  chased  after 
Graham,  smashed  into  his  home,  beat  his 
grandmother  and  fatally  shot  him  in  the 
chest — another  stolen  life  in  the  racist 
“war  on  drugs."  He  was  the  third  person 
gunned  down  within  a week  by  the  NYPD. 

Two  weeks  before,  four  cops  savagely 
beat  Jatiek  Reed  in  broad  daylight  on  a 
busy  street  in  the  Bronx.  The  gruesome 
scene,  with  this  black  youth  lying  help- 
less on  the  sidewalk  as  cops  thrashed  him 
with  nightsticks  and  passersby  screamed 
in  protest,  was  filmed  and  posted  on  the 
Internet.  Reed’s  mother  told  the  press, 
“His  whole  back  is  black  and  blue  like 
they  were  beating  on  a slave.” 

On  February  6,  some  500  people  gath- 
ered in  the  Bronx  to  protest  Ramar- 
ley Graham’s  execution.  At  the  protest, 
Graham’s  older  sister  told  the  truth:  “This 
is  not  just  about  Ramarley.  This  is  about 
all  young  black  men."  Just  the  day  before 
Graham’s  killing,  cops  in  the  Chicago 
suburb  of  Calumet  City  stormed  into  the 
home  of  Stephon  Watts,  an  autistic  black 
15-year-old,  and  killed  him  with  two  bul- 
lets to  the  chest.  The  cops  gave  the  usual 
lie  that  they  shot  in  self-defense.  Stephon’s 
mother,  Danelene  Powell-Watts,  a union- 
ized auto  worker,  rightly  called  her  son’s 
death  a “coldblooded  murder." 

Ramarley  Graham’s  fate  is  the  lethal 
result  of  the  NYPD  “stop  and  frisk"  cam- 
paign, which  last  year  alone  victimized 
some  686,000  people , the  overwhelming 
majority  of  them  black  or  Latino.  Work- 
ing to  defuse  anger  over  Graham’s  kill- 
ing, a spokesman  for  black  Democrat 
A1  Sharpton’s  National  Action  Network 
declared,  “The  police  are  not  our  enemy; 
they  are  here  to  protect  us,  but  the  sys- 
tem is  insensitive  to  our  community  and 
it  needs  to  be  overhauled”  ( Amsterdam 
News,  16  February). 

The  fact  is  that  the  NYPD  is  an  army  of 
occupation  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios  and 
the  strikebreaking  enforcer  of  capitalist 
"law  and  order”  against  the  entire  work- 
ing class.  No  amount  of  "overhaul"  or  “sen- 
sitivity training”  will  ever  change  that. 
The  brutalization  and  killings  of  minor- 
ity youth  are  not  an  aberration  but  part  of 
the  everyday  workings  of  the  system  of 
capitalist  repression.  The  cops  are  paid  to 
protect  the  interests  of  the  tiny  class  of 
exploiters — the  0.01  percent — that  lords 
it  over  working  people  and  minorities. 
The  same  police  force  that  shoots  down 
inner-city  youth  hauled  off  the  leader  of 
the  TWU  transit  union  Local  100  when  it 
defied  the  state’s  Taylor  Law  and  went  on 
strike  in  2005. 

Muslims  Targeted 

It  is  a clear  and  present  danger  to  black 
people,  immigrants  and  the  labor  move- 
ment that  the  powers  of  the  NYPD,  along 
with  police  agencies  coast  to  coast,  have 
been  augmented  under  Washington’s  “war 
on  terror."  In  NYC.  this  is  exemplified  by 
an  elaborate  campaign  of  espionage  and 
surveillance  against  Muslims  that  was 
developed  after  the  September  1 1 attacks. 

In  a plan  designed  and  taught  by  CIA 
agents,  policemen  of  Near  Eastern  and 
South  Asian  background  along  with  Paki- 
stani cab  drivers  (many  of  whom  were 
blackmailed  into  becoming  informants) 
have  worked  as  “rakers"  and  “mosque 
crawlers.”  They’ve  been  trolling  ethnic 


bookstores  and  beauty  shops  in  search  of 
“suspicious  activity"  and  loitering'  in  res- 
taurants, hookah  bars  and  mosques,  eaves- 
dropping on  conversations  and  listening  to 
sermons.  These  spies  became  an  integral 
part  of  the  NYPD/CIA  “Demographic 
Unit.”  which  was  partly  modeled  on  how 
Israeli  authorities  operate  against  Palestin- 
ians in  the  West  Bank.  The  NYPD  also 
has  a special  program  to  spy  on  Shi’ite 
Muslims  in  a domestic  application  of  U.S. 
imperialism’s  escalating  threats  against 
Iran.  Now  an  uproar  is  building  on  cam- 
puses following  revelations  that  New  York 
police  have  been  systematically  spying  on 
Muslim  student  groups  at  16  universities 
in  at  least  four  states. 

Shining  some  light  on  this  racist  cam- 
paign. Tim  Robbins  reported  in  the  Vil- 
lage Voice  (19  January  2011)  that  NYPD 
brass  were  showing  officers  The  Third 
Jihad,  a “documentary"  that  purports  the 
existence  of  a 1,400-year-old  Muslim  con- 
spiracy to  take  over  the  planet.  The  film 
features  interviews  with  various  officials, 
from  the  CIA  and  FBI  to  NYC  police  com- 
missioner Raymond  Kelly.  The  fantasti- 
cal web  of  conspiracy  it  weaves  includes 
groups  like  the  Muslim  Student  Associa- 
tion, the  Council  on  American-Islamic 
Relations  and  university  Middle  Eastern 
Studies  departments.  For  good  measure, 
the  film's  narrator  smears  Muslim  women 
“whose  highest  aspiration  is  to  send  their 
children  on  Jihad  missions.” 

Police  spokesmen  initially  reacted  to 
the  revelations  by  dismissing  the  film  as 
a “wacky  movie"  that  no  one  watched. 
But  it  was  later  reported  that  the  film 
was  shown  to  1,500  NYC  cops  as  part  of 
"counter-terrorism"  training.  While  Mus- 
lims became  a special  target  after  Septem- 
ber 11,  2001,  the  NYPD  has  a long  history 
of  “profiling”  specific  ethnic  populations 
to  carry  out  political  witchhunts.  As  Sam 
Roberts  of  the  New  York  Times  reported 
in  a January  3 blog,  in  1919,  two  years 
after  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  in  Rus- 
sia, a New  York  State  legislative  com- 
mittee headed  by  Clayton  Lusk  zeroed 
in  on  immigrants  as  part  of  “a  sweep- 
ing investigation  into  organizations  and 
individuals  suspected  of  being  socialist, 
communists  or  anarchists.”  The  NYPD 
and  state  police  prepared  maps  identify- 
ing “enclaves  of  Germans.  Irish,  Russian 
Jews,  Austro-Hungarians,  Syrians  and 
blacks,  among  other  groups." 

Today,  although  "Muslim  terrorists" 
have  replaced  “reds"  as  Public  Enemy 
No.  1,  black  Americans  are  yet  again  in 
the  cross  hairs,  appearing  as  the  only 
native-born  group  on  an  NYPD  report 
listing  “ancestries  of  interest.”  The  Third 
Jihad  hones  in  on  black  American  Mus- 


lims when  invoking  the  spectre  of  "home- 
grown terrorists." 

The  film  also  shows  clips  of  liberal 
antiwar  demonstrations,  zooming  in  on  a 
contingent  of  the  reformist  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO).  The  impli- 
cation that  such  protesters  are  accom- 
plices or  associates  of  terrorists  is  a threat 
to  the  entire  workers  movement.  When 
it  comes  to  repressing  dissent,  the  fish 
truly  stinks  from  the  head.  As  part  of  the 
concocted  "war  on  terror,”  the  Obama 
White  House  has  gone  after  leftists  asso- 
ciated with  defense  of  the  Palestinians 
and  signed  a defense  authorization  bill 
allowing  the  military  detention  of  U.S. 
citizens.  Expanding  police  powers  at  home 
is  but  the  domestic  reflection  of  U.S.  im- 
perialism’s murderous  terror  in  Afghani- 
stan and  elsewhere  around  the  world. 

No  Illusions  in 

Police  “Reform”  Schemes 

At  a February  3 protest  against  the 
Muslim  surveillance  program,  black  City 
Councilman  Charles  Barron  raised  the 
call,  “Ray  Kelly  must  go!"  As  a bourgeois 
politician  with  a radical  veneer,  Barron’s 
role  (when  he’s  not  praising  the  NYPD  for 
doing  an  "excellent  job”)  is  to  derail  strug- 
gle against  cop  terror  into  schemes  to  get 
rid  of  the  “bad  apples”  or  otherwise  “clean 
up"  the  department.  He  played  this  role  in 
2006  after  the  NYPD  gunned  down  Sean 
Bell  in  a hail  of  50  bullets,  touching  off 
thousands-strong  protests.  Barron  declared 
that  without  an  indictment  against  the  cops 
who  killed  Bell,  "there  is  going  to  be  an 
explosion."  Barron  got  the  indictment  he 
asked  for  and  the  cops  were  put  on  trial. 
The  result  was  that  Bell’s  killers  walked 
free — in  other  words,  business  as  usual.  To 
the  capitalist  rulers  and  their  courts,  the 
cops  were  doing  their  job. 


Tailing  behind  Barron  and  other  bour- 
geois reformers,  the  ISO  hailed  protests 
calling  for  Kelly’s  resignation  as  “positive 
First  steps"  (“Islamophobes  in  Blue,"  social- 
istworker.org,  6 February).  The  ISO  whines 
that  the  police  brass  had  no  plans  for  "cor- 
rective training  for  officers"  who  watched 
The  Third  Jihad,  intoning  that  “this  isn’t  the 
first  time  that  police  have  been  subjected  to 
these  warped  and  racist  views."  The  inane 
appeal  for  some  consciousness-raising  in 
the  NYPD  echoes  calls  raised  by  Sharp- 
ton  and  others  for  "sensitivity  training"  for 
cops.  This  has  been  implemented,  and  what 
it  amounts  to  was  seen  in  June  2009.  At 
the  same  time  that  Sharpton  and  “militant" 
black  preacher  Herbert  Daughtry  were  giv- 
ing the  cops  training  in  “multiculturalism" 
at  the  Apollo  Theater,  police  were  tasering 
a black  woman  lying  on  a Harlem  street  in 
her  underwear. 

Offering  a more  left-sounding  version 
of  police  "reform,"  the  Party  for  Socialism 
and  Liberation  responded  to  the  killing 
of  Ramarley  Graham  by  raising  the  call, 
“Jail  all  racist,  killer  cops!”  For  the  police 
enforcers  of  capitalist  rule,  racist  killing 
comes  with  the  territory.  As  we  noted  after 
the  2009  police  killing  of  Oscar  Grant  in 
Oakland,  California.  “Even  if  one  cop 
were  charged  and  imprisoned,  it  wouldn’t 
stop  police  brutality  and  terror”  (“Oscar 
Grant  Killed  in  Cold  Blood  by  BART 
Cop,”  WV  No.  928.  16  January  2009). 
That  atrocity  touched  off  a series  of  large, 
angry  protests,  and  due  to  its  notoriety  the 
courts  made  a rare  move  by  finding  Oscar 
Grant’s  executioner  guilty  of  “involuntary 
manslaughter."  Having  been  given  this 
slap  on  the  wrist,  the  killer  cop  walked 
out  of  prison  after  eleven  months. 

The  reformists  reinforce  the  lie  that  the 
interests  of  workers  and  the  oppressed  can 
be  met  under  this  murderous  capitalist 
system  if  only  enough  pressure  is  brought 
to  bear,  particularly  through  the  agency  of 
the  Democratic  Party.  In  counterposition 
to  those  who  channel  anger  over  racist  cop 
terror  right  back  into  the  very  “justice” 
system  that  upholds  state  violence,  we 
wrote  in  the  aftermath  of  the  Sean  Bell 
killing  ( WV  No.  884,  19  January  2007): 
“The  fight  for  justice  for  the  count- 
less victims  of  cop  terror  demands  the 
independent  mobilization  of  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  oppressed  against  the 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties  of 
capital.  Integral  to  that  task  is  combatting 
the  illusions  in  American  democracy — 
the  political  shell  for  the  dictatorship  of 
the  U.S.  capitalist  class  over  the  working 
class  and  the  poor — that  are  reinforced  by 
reformist  ‘leftists.'  As  Marxists,  we  fight 
to  forge  the  revolutionary  workers  party 
that  is  essential  to  leading  the  multiracial 
proletariat  in  the  overturn  of  the  murder- 
ous capitalist  system.  Nothing  short  of 
a socialist  revolution  that  smashes  the 
capitalist  state  machinery  and  replaces  it 
with  a workers  state — where  those  who 
labor  rule — can  disarm  the  killer  cops 
and  open  the  road  to  black  liberation.’  ■ 


WV  Photo 


February  3:  City  Councilman  Charles  Barron  pushes  bankrupt  police  “reform" 
schemes  at  downtown  Manhattan  protest  against  anti-Muslim  NYPD  spying 
program. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Karl  Marx  Was  Right! 


World  Economic  Crisis- 
Workers  Must  Fight  for  Power 


Left:  Locked-out  members  of  Canadian  Auto  Workers  and  supporters  picket  Electro-Motive  plant  in  London,  Ontario,  January  2.  Right:  Striking  workers  from 
Freeport-McMoRan  copper  and  gold  mine  march  in  West  Papua,  Indonesia,  October  10. 


We  reprint  below  a presentation  on 
Marxist  economics  given  by  Tynan  Mad- 
dalena,  editor  of  Spartacist  Canadas, 
Young  Spartacus  pages.  The  presentation 
was  originally  given  to  a 24  September 
201 1 Trotskyist  League  of  Canada/Sparta- 
cus  Youth  Club  day  school  in  Toronto  and 
published  in  Spartacist  Canada  No.  171 
(Winter  2011/2012). 

As  the  economic  crisis  that  began  in 
2007-2008  continues  around  the  globe, 
the  post-Cold  War  myth  that  capitalism  is 
the  final  stage  in  human  progress  and  can 
continue  to  grow  without  limit  is  shatter- 
ing before  our  eyes.  In  the  United  States, 
millions  of  workers  have  been  thrown  into 
the  ranks  of  the  unemployed,  millions 
have  lost  their  homes,  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  immigrants  are  deported  every 
year,  and  youth  are  burdened  with  huge 
student  debt  with  dwindling  prospects  of 
getting  a job.  For  those  who  see  no  future 
under  capitalism,  Marx’s  analysis  is  an 
essential  tool  to  understand  the  world  we 
live  in  today — and  change  it. 

Since  this  presentation  was  given,  pop- 
ulist Occupy  Wall  Street  protests  against 
inequality  and  austerity  spread  further 
around  the  country.  The  Occupy  organiz- 
ers have  argued  that  they  have  no  clear 
political  agenda,  affiliation  or  even  a fixed 
set  of  demands,  but  in  fact  they  do  have  a 
program:  liberal  reform,  especially  of  the 
financial  sector,  and  “democratization"  of 
capitalism.  But  capitalism  cannot  be  fun- 
damentally reformed.  There  is  a funda- 
mental class  divide  in  society  between  the 
capitalists — the  tiny  number  of  families 
that  own  industry  and  the  banks — and  the 
working  class,  whose  labor  is  the  source 
of  the  capitalists’  profits. 

In  this  election  year.  Occupy  protest- 
ers and  others  will  be  told  to  swallow  the 
poison  pill  of  "lesser  evilism,"  as  attempts 
will  be  made  to  corral  them  into  support  for 
Obama  and  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party. 
Posturing  as  the  "friends"  of  labor  and  the 
oppressed,  the  Democrats  are  in  reality  no 
less  committed  than  the  Republicans  to  the 
maintenance  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
pursuit  of  bloody  imperialist  wars. 


To  students  and  young  workers  seek- 
ing a revolutionary  program  for  the  de- 
struction of  capitalism,  as  opposed  to  seek- 
ing only  liberal  reform.  Young  Spartacus 
offers  Marxism.  The  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  train  the  next  generation  of  revo- 
lutionary socialists — the  future  cadre  of 
a multiracial  workers  party  built  in  oppo- 
sition to  all  capitalist  parties  and  their 
sycophants.  Led  by  such  a party  and 
armed  with  a revolutionary  program,  the 
working  class  can  vanquish  this  system  of 
exploitation  and  war,  laying  the  basis  for 
a global  communist  society  of  abundance 
and  human  freedom. 

* * * 

SPARTACIST 

As  stock  markets  crash  and  the  world 
economy  stands  on  the  precipice  of  a 
second  "Great  Recession,”  consider  that 
the  collapse  of  2008-09,  the  worst  global 
economic  crisis  since  the  1930s,  added 
130  million  people  to  the  ranks  of  the 
chronically  malnourished  and  hungry. 
That  brings  the  total  number  to  over  one 
billion.  In  so  many  words,  one-seventh  of 
the  human  race  is  starving.  One-seventh 
and  counting. 

Across  the  European  Union,  23  million 
workers  are  out  of  work.  In  Spain,  which 
was  recently  rocked  by  general  strikes  and 
enormous  protest  movements,  youth  unem- 
ployment is  over  44  percent.  In  Greece, 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  jobs  are  gone, 
homelessness  is  through  the  roof,  and  many 
people,  especially  pensioners,  line  up  at 
soup  kitchens  in  order  to  survive. 

Every  so-called  bailout  for  every  finan- 
cial crisis  across  the  eurozone — from 
Greece  to  Ireland  to  Portugal — brings 
with  it  unrelenting  attacks  on  the  living 
standards  of  the  masses,  who  seethe  with 
discontent.  The  IMF,  the  European  Cen- 
tral Bank,  the  governments  of  Germany, 
France  and  the  United  States  all  chau- 
vinistically  chastise  the  peoples  of  these 
countries  in  crisis  as  living  beyond  their 


means  or  lazy.  In  reality,  the  financial 
powers  are  only  bailing  out  themselves — 
their  own  failed  banking  systems — on  the 
backs  of  workers  and  the  poor. 

Here  in  North  America,  we  hear  a lot 
of  talk  about  an  economic  recovery.  It  is 
a jobless  recovery,  a wageless  recovery,  a 
fragile  recovery,  a “still  nascent”  recov- 
ery. At  the  end  of  July,  the  American 
government  revised  its  statistics:  the  2008 
recession  was  deeper  than  reported,  and 
the  “recovery"  was  even  more  dubious 
than  reported.  As  for  the  Canadian  econ- 
omy, we  recently  learned  that  it  shrank  by 
0.4  percent  in  the  second  quarter  of  this 
year.  Scotiabank  released  a report  two 
weeks  ago  forecasting  another  drop  in  the 
third  quarter  which  could  be  as  great  as 
2.5  percent.  "Canada  could  be  among  the 
first  of  the  world’s  advanced  economies 
to  fall  into  a technical  recession,”  warned 
the  CBC  [Canadian  Broadcasting  Corpo- 
ration]. That’s  rich.  We’ve  had  a jobless, 
wageless,  fragile,  still  nascent  recovery, 
but  don't  worry,  the  coming  recession  is 
going  to  be  only  a "technical"  one! 

In  human  terms,  one  in  six  Americans 
is  now  unemployed,  with  the  average  time 
out  of  work  close  to  ten  months.  Forty- 
five  million  people  are  on  food  stamps, 
and  that  has  increased  more  than  30 
percent  during  the  two  years  of  this  spe- 
cious recovery.  Since  the  housing  bubble 
burst  in  the  U.S.,  there  have  been  over 
seven  million  home  foreclosures.  Enforc- 
ing them  is  a brutal  act  of  state  repression: 
the  police  come  to  a home,  haul  the  fur- 
niture and  other  possessions  onto  the 
street  and  lock  the  family  out.  The  bour- 
geois media  would  have  you  believe  that 
the  worst  was  over  by  2008.  The  truth  is 
that  932,000  of  those  foreclosures  came 
in  the  first  quarter  of  2010,  and  that  was 
an  increase  of  16  percent  over  the  pre- 
vious year.  And  under  racist  American 
capitalism,  blacks  and  Latinos,  one-third 
of  whose  households  have  no  net  worth, 
always  suffer  disproportionately.  In  some 
largely  black  and  Latino  neighbourhoods 
of  South  Chicago,  as  well  as  across  the 
Detroit  metropolitan  area,  one  of  every  20 


households  was  in  foreclosure. 

In  Canada,  well  over  a quarter  million 
manufacturing  jobs  have  been  lost  since 
2002.  This  underscores  the  decades-long 
deindustrialization  of  North  America, 
represented  in  the  rusted  wreckage  of 
steel  mills  and  the  shells  of  auto  plants. 
As  Karl  Marx  put  it:  "Thus  the  forest  of 
uplifted  arms  demanding  work  becomes 
ever  thicker,  while  the  arms  themselves 
become  ever  thinner." 

At  the  same  time,  corporate  profits 
have  reached  record  levels.  Ed  Clark, 
chief  executive  officer  of  the  Toronto- 
Dominion  Bank,  whose  profits  recently 
rose  to  a staggering  $1.45  billion,  recently 
joined  billionaire  capitalist  parasites  War- 
ren Buffett  and  George  Soros  in  advocat- 
ing higher  taxes  for  the  rich.  Their  only 
concern,  of  course,  is  to  better  preserve 
the  capitalist  system,  including  by  giving 
it  a facelift — though  that  did  not  prevent 
right-wing  demagogues  from  labeling 
Buffett  and  Soros  "socialists.”  As  they 
say,  truth  is  stranger  than  fiction. 
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It  should  come  as  no  surprise  that  the 
Conservatives,  now  with  a majority  gov- 
ernment, are  moving  rapidly  against  the 
unions.  The  government  ended  a lockout 
by  Canada  Post  [the  postal  service]  this 
spring  by  legislating  wage  levels  that  were 
even  lower  than  the  employer’s  final  offer. 
Recently,  two  different  unions  at  Air  Can- 
ada were  threatened  with  strikebreaking 
legislation. 

The  bailouts  of  the  banks — in  some 
cases  to  the  tune  of  trillions  of  dollars — 
were  enacted  uniformly  by  every  govern- 
ment in  the  imperialist  West  and  Japan  at 
the  expense  of  the  working  class.  These 
measures  point  to  an  elementary  truth  of 
Marxism-Leninism:  that  the  executive  of 
the  modern  state  is  but  a committee  for 
deciding  the  common  affairs  of  the  rul- 
ing class  as  a whole.  Or  look  at  Export 
Development  Canada’s  agreement  to  lend 
$1  billion  to  the  Vale  mining  conglomer- 
ate. This  came  after  a year-long  strike  at 
Vale’s  Sudbury  nickel  mines,  during  which 
the  company  claimed  that  funds  simply 
weren't  available  to  meet  the  union’s  mod- 
est demands. 

Various  reformists  and  even  self- 
professed  Marxists  claim  that  the  way 
forward  is  to  look  for  “concrete”  solutions 
“in  the  here  and  now,"  i.e.,  liberal  palli- 
atives. The  problem  is  that  any  reform 
wrested  from  the  capitalists  today  will 
only  be  taken  away  tomorrow — and  today 
the  rulers  aren't  even  offering  the  pretense 
of  reform.  The  reformists  especially  drag 
out  their  cant  about  “real  world”  solutions 
when  they  want  to  express  disdain  for 
the  theory  and  program  of  revolutionary 
Marxism,  which  they  dismiss  as  "abstract.” 

In  fact,  the  reformists'  perspective  is 
counterposed  to  the  only  road  that  can  end 
the  hunger,  poverty  and  social  degradation 
that  are  intrinsic  to  capitalism.  Vladimir 
Lenin,  who  along  with  Leon  Trotsky  led 
the  October  Revolution  of  1917,  warned: 
“Champions  of  reforms  and  improvements 
will  always  be  fooled  by  the  defenders  of 
the  old  order  until  they  realise  that  every 
old  institution,  however  barbarous  and  rot- 
ten it  may  appear  to  be,  is  kept  going  by 
the  forces  of  certain  ruling  classes”  (“The 
Three  Sources  and  Three  Component 
Parts  of  Marxism,"  1913).  Lenin  stressed 
that  "there  is  only  one  way  of  smashing  the 
resistance  of  those  classes,  and  that  is  to 
find,  in  the  very  society  which  surrounds 
us,  the  forces  which  can — and,  owing  to 
their  social  position,  must — constitute  the 
power  capable  of  sweeping  away  the  old 
and  creating  the  new,  and  to  enlighten  and 
organise  those  forces  for  the  struggle."  As 
scientific  socialists,  we  fight  for  workers 
revolution  to  establish  an  international, 
centrally  planned  economy  based  on  sat- 
isfying human  want. 

Marxist  Theory  and 
the  Class  Struggle 

Lenin  called  Marxist  theory  the  “gran- 
ite foundation”  of  the  Bolshevik  Party. 
Without  revolutionary  theory,  he  ex- 
plained, there  can  be  no  revolutionary 
movement.  The  core  of  Marxism  is  the 
labour  theory  of  value,  elaborated  by  Marx 
in  the  first  volume  of  Capital.  Not  a breeze 
to  read.  But  when  it  comes  to  the  theory 
that  all  value  in  a capitalist  economy 
derives  solely  from,  or  is  indeed  synony- 
mous with,  labour,  whether  or  not  someone 
wants  to  learn  this  hinges  to  a great  extent 
on  their  sympathies  for  the  working  class. 
It  was  Marx’s  commitment  to  the  modern 
industrial  proletariat  that  allowed  him  to 
unlock  the  secret  of  value  that  underlies 
commodity  circulation.  As  we  Spartacists 
say,  program  generates  theory. 

Capitalist  production  developed  from 
commodity  circulation.  People  have 
always  had  to  come  together  to  pro- 
duce for  their  needs.  However,  as  the 
techniques  of  production  developed  and 
diversified,  people  no  longer  produced 
goods  solely  for  their  own  groups,  but  for 
trade  with  others  through  the  medium  of 
exchange.  Thus  Marx  called  commodities 
a relationship  between  people  expressed 
as  a relationship  between  things. 


Obviously,  there  would  be  no  need  for 
someone  to  trade  their  product  for  some- 
thing they  already  had.  In  order  to  be 
exchanged,  two  commodities  must  have 
different  uses  to  satisfy  different  wants. 
At  the  same  time,  they  must  on  some 
level  be  equivalent:  they  must  possess 
equal  value,  otherwise  there  would  be  no 
basis  for  each  person  to  voluntarily  give 
up  their  product  for  someone  else’s.  The 
great  discovery  of  Karl  Marx  was  that  the 
basis  for  this  equivalence  is  that  all  com- 
modities are  the  product  of  labour,  labour 
in  the  most  abstract  and  general  sense. 

Go  to  an  economics  lecture  at  a uni- 


exist from  one  generation  to  the  next. 

Taken  together,  the  labour  required 
for  these  measures  constitutes  the  value 
of  labour  power.  The  gist  of  capitalist 
exploitation  is  that  the  proletariat  gener- 
ates far  more  value  than  is  required  for  the 
production  and  reproduction  of  its  labour 
power.  In  other  words,  the  peculiarity  of 
the  commodity  of  labour  power,  its  unique 
attribute,  is  that  it  is  a source  of  value. 
The  difference  between  the  total  value  the 
worker  adds  to  the  product  and  the  value 
of  labour  power  is  called  surplus  value. 
Exactly  how  much  of  the  total  value  goes 
to  the  capitalist  and  how  much  goes  back 
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Signs  at  October  5 Occupy  demonstration  in  New  York  City  express  populist 
illusions  in  bourgeois  democracy. 


versity  and  you  may  learn  that  people 
exchange  things  solely  because  they  have 
different  uses.  But  why  not  just  get  it 
yourself?  The  answer  is  that  it  has  to  be 
produced:  it  takes  work  to  acquire  it.  A 
slightly  more  sophisticated  version  of  the 
same  bourgeois  argument  is  that  you  can’t 
get  it  yourself  because  it  is  scarce.  That 
reflects  a certain  truth.  However,  it  is  a 
rigid,  static  view  of  the  truth  that  is  con- 
ditioned by  the  values  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
which  is  an  idle  class.  Anyone  who  works 
readily  understands  that  all  commodities 
are  scarce  until  they  are  brought  into  exis- 
tence by  labour. 

It  has  never  been  the  case  that  people 
have  produced  commodities  on  a level 
playing  field.  Capitalism  did  not  begin 
with  a clean  slate,  but  was  built  up  on 
the  previously  existing  systems  of  feu- 
dalism and  slavery.  Large  sections  of  the 
ruling  classes  of  these  societies  capital- 
ized their  wealth,  whereas  the  slaves 
remained  dispossessed  and  the  peasants 
were  often  brutally  robbed  of  what  little 
they  had.  Through  market  competition, 
the  larger,  more  efficient  producers  drove 
the  smaller,  weaker  ones  out  of  business, 
bought  out  their  capital  and  conquered 
their  share  of  the  market.  Those  who  were 
amassing  the  wealth  became  capitalists — 
the  bourgeoisie.  Those  who  had  nothing 
left  to  sell  but  their  own  sweat  and  blood 
were  the  workers — the  proletariat. 

It’s  often  said  that  workers  sell  their 
labour.  In  fact,  they  are  not  permitted  to 
do  even  that.  The  prerequisites  for  labour 
in  an  industrial  society — machines  and 
factories,  the  core  of  which  can  be  sci- 
entifically termed  the  means  of  produc- 
tion— belong  to  the  capitalist.  The  worker 
cannot  work  without  first  receiving  per- 
mission from  the  capitalist.  What  the 
worker  actually  sells  is  therefore  not  his 
labour,  but  rather  his  potential  to  labour. 
That  is  what  Marxists  call  labour  power. 

Labour  power  is  bought,  sold  and  con- 
sumed. It  is  a commodity,  but  there  is 
something  peculiar  about  it.  The  price  of 
any  commodity  is  based  roughly  on  its 
value,  or  the  amount  of  labour  necessary 
for  its  reproduction.  What  is  the  value  of 
labour  power  ? The  cost  of  reproducing  the 
ability  of  the  worker  to  perform  his  labour. 
That  consists  of  food,  shelter,  clothing, 
some  means  of  relaxation  and  of  acquir- 
ing the  skills  necessary  for  doing  the  job. 
And  finally,  enough  to  support  a family 
so  that  the  working  class  can  continue  to 


to  the  labourer?  This  is  determined  by 
living  factors,  by  a contest  of  forces — in 
other  words,  by  the  class  struggle. 

Take  Freeport-McMoRan  Copper  & 
Gold.  Their  operation  in  Indonesia  faced 
a strike  last  July.  Reuters  news  agency, 
which  is  anything  but  Marxist,  made  the 
following  calculation:  the  workers'  wages 
were  $1.50  an  hour,  the  price  of  gold. 
$1,500  an  ounce:  therefore,  the  gold  out- 
put lost  during  the  eight-day  strike  could 
have  covered  three  times  the  workers’ 
annual  wages. 

To  begin  to  determine  the  rate  of 
exploitation  of  these  miners — otherwise 
known  as  the  rate  of  surplus  value — 
you  would  need  to  know  the  value  of 
the  machinery  and  fuel  used  up  during 
production  and  subtract  it  from  the  total 
product.  Otherwise,  you  could  not  verify 
the  total  amount  of  value  the  workers 
add  to  the  product  through  their  labour. 
However,  the  fact  stands  that  these  gold 
mines  yield  137  times  the  workers'  annual 


wages  each  year,  and  Indonesian  mines 
are  not  famous  for  being  high-tech.  Since 
based  on  our  present  knowledge  we  are 
confined  to  being  somewhat  less  than  sci- 
entific, let’s  just  say  that  someone  is  being 
taken  advantage  of  here,  and  it’s  not  the 
capitalist. 

There  can  be  no  fair  division  of  the 
social  product  between  the  worker  and 
the  capitalist.  As  Trotsky  explained:  “The 
class  struggle  is  nothing  else  than  the 
struggle  for  surplus-product.  He  who 
owns  surplus-product  is  master  of  the 
situation — owns  wealth,  owns  the  state, 
has  the  key  to  the  church,  to  the  courts, 
to  the  sciences  and  to  the  arts"  (“Marx- 
ism in  Our  Time”  1939).  There  can  be  no 
such  thing  as  equality,  fairness,  freedom 
or  democracy  between  the  slaves  and  the 
slave  masters. 

Exploitation  and  Capitalist  Crisis 

So  what  are  social  classes?  Lenin 
defined  them  as  “large  groups  of  people 
differing  from  each  other  by  the  place 
they  occupy  in  a historically  determined 
system  of  social  production,  by  their  rela- 
tion (in  most  cases  fixed  and  formulated 
in  law)  to  the  means  of  production,  by 
their  role  in  the  social  organisation  of 
labour,  and,  consequently” — only  conse- 
quently— "by  the  dimensions  of  the  share 
of  social  wealth  of  which  they  dispose 
and  the  mode  of  acquiring  it”  (“A  Great 
Beginning,”  1919). 

Social  class  does  not  derive  from  a state 
of  mind,  nor  is  it  even  fundamentally  a 
question  of  the  rich  and  the  poor.  For 
example,  a skilled  unionized  worker  in  a 
modern  factory  in  an  imperialist  country 
may  under  exceptional  cases  make  over 
$100,000  per  year.  Yet  because  labour 
productivity  is  so  high,  his  or  her  rate  of 
exploitation  is  likely  much  higher  than  that 
of  far  more  oppressed  and  impoverished 
labourers  in  a semicolonial  country.  More- 
over. a unionized  worker  in  the  trades  may 
make  as  much  as  or  more  than  a yuppie 
supervisor  in  an  office.  Nevertheless,  the 
worker  still  has  an  economic  interest  in 
overthrowing  his  capitalist  exploiter,  while 
the  supervisor  is  an  accessory  to  capitalist 
production  and  thus  bound  to  it  materially 
and,  you  could  say,  spiritually. 

Just  about  anyone  can  criticize  capi- 
talism from  the  standpoint  of  reason  or 
morality.  Yet  Marx  criticized  capitalism 
from  the  standpoint  of  maximizing  labour 
productivity , which  is  generally  promoted 
by  capitalism's  ideological  defenders  as  its 
strong  point.  Marx  proved  that  capitalist 
production  increasingly  puts  the  brakes 
continued  on  page  11 
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BAY  AREA 


Wednesday,  March  14,  7 p.m. 
Trotskyism  vs.  Stalinism 

The  Fight  Against  the 
Bureaucratic  Degeneration 
of  the  USSR 

San  Francisco  State  University 
Meet  at  Malcolm  X Plaza 
Information  and  readings: 

(510)  839-0851  •sycbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


LANSING,  Ml 


Saturday,  March  17,  3 p.m. 

The  Leninist  Struggle 
Against  Imperialism 

MSU  Student  Union,  3rd  floor 
Lake  Michigan  Room 
Information  and  readings: 
lansingsyc@gmail.com 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  March  20,  7:30  p.m. 
The  Vietnam  War  and  the 
Student  Movement 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 

Information  and  readings: 

(212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 


TORONTO 


Thursday,  March  15,  6 p.m. 

For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand! 
For  Women’s  Liberation 
Through  Socialist  Revolution! 

U of  T,  Sidney  Smith.  Room  2116 
100  St.  George  Street 
If  CUPE  3902  goes  on  strike 
we  will  have  the  class  off  campus. 
Picket  lines  mean  don't  cross! 
Information  and  readings. 

(416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  March  7,  6:30  p.m. 
Women's  Oppression,  “Honour"  Killings 
and  Anti-Muslim  Bigotry 

Defend  Women’s  Rights, 
Defend  Immigrant  Rights! 

UBC,  Student  Union  Bldg.,  Room  211 
Information  and  readings 
(604)  687-0353 

trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 
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Honor  Malcolm  X,  Militant  Voice  of  Black  Struggle 


Manning  Marable’s  Malcolm  X: 
A Liberal’s  “Reinvention” 


Malcolm  X was  one  of  the  most  coura- 
geous political  voices  of  the  second  half  of 
the  20th  century.  At  the  time  of  his  assas- 
sination in  Harlem’s  Audubon  Ballroom  in 
1965,  when  he  was  not  yet  40  years  old, 
he  was  the  most  admired  and  respected, 
the  most  hated  and  feared,  black  man  of 
his  generation.  He  spoke  truths  that  other 
black  leaders  refused  to  say.  Rejecting  the 
pacifism  of  the  liberal  civil  rights  establish- 


PART  ONE 


ment,  he  was  the  voice  of  self-defense  for 
black  people.  While  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  Bayard  Rustin,  A.  Philip  Randolph  and 
others  looked  to  Democratic  politicians 
like  John  F.  Kennedy  and  Lyndon  B.  John- 
son to  grant  black  rights,  Malcolm  forth- 
rightly denounced  the  Democratic  Party, 
North  and  South,  as  racist  to  the  core. 

On  the  20th  anniversary  of  Malcolm’s 
assassination.  Young  Spartacus . news- 
paper of  the  Spartacist  League’s  youth 
organization  at  the  time,  wrote: 

"At  a critical  moment  in  contemporary 
American  history  Malcolm  X was  the 
voice  of  black  militancy.  His  impor- 
tance and  appeal  lay,  in  particular,  in 
his  intransigent  opposition  to  the  'white 
man’s  puppet  Negro  “leaders".'  as  he 
called  them.  Martin  Luther  King  told  the 
world  that  black  people  loved  the  white 
oppressor  and  would  answer  the  rac- 
ists’ bombings  and  beatings  with  Chris- 
tian forgiveness....  The  idea  that  blacks 
had  to  prove  to  the  'good  white  massa’ 
that  they  were  peaceable  folk  and  god- 
fearing Christians  enraged  Malcolm  to 
the  depths  of  his  being.  It  was  degrad- 
ing. Like  the  sheep  reminding  the  wolf 
when  it’s  time  for  dinner.  Malcolm  X cut 
through  the  sanctimonious  claptrap  and 
foot-shuffling  hypocrisy  of  the  'respect- 
able' black  leaders  like  a sharp  knife 
going  through  a tub  of  butter." 

— "Malcolm  X:  Courageous 
Fighter  for  Black  Liberation," 
reprinted  in  Black  History  and 
the  Class  Struggle  No.  2 (1985) 
In  the  decades  since  his  assassination, 
Malcolm  X has  been  claimed  by  people 
espousing  almost  every  sort  of  politics.  As 
early  as  November  1965,  Rustin,  a social 
democrat  who  for  decades  embodied  the 
“moderate’’  black  leadership  that  Mal- 
colm X castigated  as  doing  the  bidding 
of  the  white  rulers,  asserted:  "Malcolm 
was  moving  toward  the  mainstream  of  the 
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civil  rights  movement  when  his  life  was 
cut  short,"  although  he  “still  had  quite  a 
way  to  go"  (Down  the  Line:  The  Collected 
Writings  of  Bayard  Rustin  [1971]).  Mal- 
colm X:  A Life  of  Reinvention  by  Man- 
ning Marable  is  the  latest  in  this  genre. 

For  more  than  a decade,  Marable,  a pro- 
fessor at  Columbia  University  and  a lead- 
ing liberal  black  intellectual,  had  been 
working  on  this  biography;  he  died  just 
before  Viking  published  it  last  spring.  The 
book  is  now  out  in  paperback.  Marable 


the  black  liberal  establishment.  In  fact, 
Malcolm  X admitted  that  he  did  not  yet 
know  what  his  overall  political  philoso- 
phy was  at  that  point.  Marable’s  pur- 
pose is  the  same  one  that  liberals  and 
social  democrats  have  always  pursued: 
to  counsel  against  militant  struggle  by 
black  people  and  youth  and  to  imbue 
them  with  faith  in  the  lie  that  they  can 
achieve  social  equality  within  the  con- 
fines of  the  American  capitalist  system. 

In  our  obituary  in  Spartacist  No.  4, 
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MARABLE 


promised  that  his  book  would  shatter 
everybody’s  view  of  Malcolm  X.  While 
his  research  has  yielded  some  interest- 
ing details  that  fill  in  Malcolm’s  life,  the 
book  mainly  covers  ground  dealt  with 
more  convincingly  in  The  Autobiography 
of  Malcolm  X , published  shortly  after  his 
assassination. 

What  Marable's  book  does  offer  is 
truly  a “reinvention”  of  the  political  views 
of  Malcolm  X,  a contradictory  figure. 
Marable  does  his  best  to  recast  Malcolm 
as  moving  toward  conventional  liberal 
protest  politics.  As  he  puts  it,  at  the  time 
of  his  death  Malcolm  was  approaching 
"the  idea  that  perhaps  blacks  could  some- 
day become  empowered  within  the  exist- 
ing system.”  Marable  casts  Malcolm  X in 
today’s  terms  as  "a  multicultural  Ameri- 
can icon"  and  “a  man  who  emphasized 
grassroots  and  participatory  politics.”  As 
Marable  would  have  it,  he  cultivated  “alli- 
ances with  Third  World  nations"  so  that 
"black  Americans  could  gain  leverage  to 
achieve  racial  empowerment.”  Beneath 
the  trendy  terminology,  there  is  politics: 
Marable’s  book  packages  Malcolm  X for 
the  era  of  Barack  Obama. 

As  is  well  known,  after  Malcolm  broke 
with  Elijah  Muhammad’s  Nation  of  Islam 
(NOI),  he  went  on  a pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
There  he  was  welcomed  by  Muslims  of  all 
races,  leading  to  his  renunciation  of  all 
racism.  This  was  an  important  step.  But 
for  Professor  Marable  and  many  others 
before  him,  it  was  important  because  it 
presaged  Malcolm’s  supposedly  being 
reborn  as  a liberal  integrationist.  In  other 
words,  since  Malcolm  had  supposedly 
broken  from  the  NOI’s  black  nationalism, 
then  he  must  have  been  moving  closer  to 


May-June  1965  (reprinted  on  page  7),  we 
termed  Malcolm  X a “heroic  and  tragic 
figure”  and  summarized: 

“Malcolm  could  move  men  deeply.  He 
was  the  stuff  of  which  mass  leaders  are 
made.  Commencing  his  public  life  in  the 
context  of  the  apolitical,  irrational  religi- 
osity and  racial  mysticism  of  the  Muslim 
movement,  his  break  toward  political- 
ness and  rationality  was  slow,  painful 
and  terribly  incomplete.  It  is  useless  to 
speculate  on  how  far  it  would  have  gone 
had  he  lived....  At  the  time  of  his  death 
he  had  not  yet  developed  a clear,  explicit, 
and  rational  social  program.  Nor  had  he 
led  his  followers  in  the  kind  of  transi- 
tional struggle  necessary  to  the  creation 
of  a successful  mass  movement.” 

Never  breaking  from  black  national- 
ism, Malcolm  X was  far  removed  from 
our  revolutionary  Marxist  worldview.  For 
us.  his  significance  was  his  ability  to  cut 
through  the  self-serving  hypocrisy  of 
bourgeois  political  discourse  and  expose 
the  racism  and  oppression  at  the  heart  of 
this  society.  At  his  most  effective,  he  mer- 
cilessly attacked  the  idea  that  black  people 
seeking  freedom  should  link  their  cause  to 
the  Democratic  Party.  He  identified  with 
the  black  masses  who  were  being  held  in 
check  by  "preachers  and  the  educated 
Negroes  laden  with  degrees”  (Autobiog- 
raphy) and  exposed  these  leaders’  subor- 
dination to  the  Democrats.  This  lesson 
remains  no  less  crucial  today  and  is  for  us 
the  enduring  legacy  of  Malcolm  X. 

“Reinvention”  and  Reconciliation 

In  the  epilogue  to  his  book,  Marable 
criticizes  “a  tendency  of  historical  revi- 
sionism,” namely,  attempts  "to  interpret 
Malcolm  X through  the  powerful  lens  of 
Dr.  Martin  Luther  King,  Jr:  that  Malcolm 


was  ultimately  evolving  into  an  integra- 
tionist, liberal  reformer."  He  calls  this 
"not  only  wrong,  but  unfair  to  both  Mal- 
colm and  Martin.”  Yet  in  the  very  next 
paragraph.  Marable  claims  of  Malcolm 
that  “at  the  end  of  his  life  he  realized  that 
blacks  indeed  could  achieve  representa- 
tion and  even  power  under  America’s  con- 
stitutional system.” 

Marable’s  evidence  is,  first,  what  he 
terms  "black  encouragement."  He  draws 
a line  from  the  "Black  Power"  movement 
that  began  in  the  mid  1960s  to  black 
politicians  from  Chicago  mayor  Harold 
Washington  in  the  1980s  and  Jesse  Jack- 
son  up  to  Obama  himself.  (Marable  refer- 
ences Obama  no  less  than  four  times  in 
the  epilogue.)  Second,  Marable  approv- 
ingly looks  upon  the  2001  United  Nations 
World  Conference  Against  Racism.  This 
was  a ludicrous  appeal  to  the  UN — that 
den  of  imperialist  thieves,  their  accom- 
plices and  their  victims — to  turn  itself 
into  a force  against  racial  oppression. 
Though  Marable  doesn't  quite  sign  on  to 
Obama’s  view  that  American  society  is 
"post-racial,"  he  speculates  that  if  Mal- 
colm X were  alive  today  he  would  "have 
to  radically  redefine  self-determination 
and  the  meaning  of  black  power.”  What- 
ever Malcolm  X might  have  thought  had 
he  lived  to  see  it.  it’s  clear  that  for  Pro- 
fessor Marable,  Obama’s  empowerment 
signified  black  power. 

Manning  Marable  was  a social  demo- 
crat— in  other  words,  a reformist  "social- 
ist"— of  some  distinction.  He  had  been 
a founding  vice  chair  of  the  Democratic 
Socialists  of  America.  Later  he  was  an 
initiator  of  the  Committees  of  Correspon- 
dence, a lash-up  of  various  social  demo- 
crats and  former  members  of  the  Com- 
munist Party.  In  the  late  1990s,  he  was  a 
founder  of  the  Black  Radical  Congress. 
Whatever  their  differences,  the  perspec- 
tive of  all  these  groups  has  been  to  try  to 
pressure  the  Democratic  Party — currently 
the  ruling  party  of  American  capitalism — 
to  the  left  in  order  to  serve  the  interests  of 
workers,  minorities  and  the  poor. 

Of  course,  Marable  voted  for  Obama 
in  2008,  calling  this  Wall  Street  Demo- 
crat "a  progressive  liberal"  who  “has  read 
left  literature,  including  my  works,  and  he 
understands  what  socialism  is”  (Socialist 
Review , December  2008).  Barack  Obama 
is  a servant  of  the  capitalist  system  of 
exploitation  and  oppression  and  thus  a 
committed  enemy  of  socialism,  which 
means  the  revolutionary  working-class 
overthrow  of  the  class  he  represents.  He 
campaigned  to  become  the  first  black 
Commander-in-Chief  by  explicitly  prais- 
ing the  anti-Soviet  Cold  War  and  the 
presidential  record  of  Ronald  Reagan  in 
carrying  that  out. 

The  main  way  that  millions  of  youth, 
black  and  white,  have  learned  about  Mal- 
colm X is  through  his  Autobiography,  a 
product  of  collaboration  between  Mal- 
colm and  black  writer  Alex  Haley  (who 
would  go  on  to  write  the  best-selling 
Roots).  The  Autobiography  was  recently 
named  by  Time  magazine  as  the  13th 
most  influential  nonfiction  book  writ- 
ten in  English  since  1923.  Marable  was 
particularly  disdainful  toward  Haley  and 
the  Autobiography.  In  a 2009  interview, 
he  denounced  Haley  as  “deeply  hostile  to 
Malcolm  X’s  politics"  because  he  “was 
a Republican,  he  was  opposed  to  Black 
nationalism,  and  he  was  an  integrationist” 
(International  Socialist  Review,  January- 
February  2009). 
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Marable  promised  to  present  the  real 
Malcolm,  the  one  Haley  had  suppos- 
edly hidden.  But  on  the  whole,  his  book 
rehashes  material  that  is  already  known. 
Much  of  the  controversy  about  Marable’s 
book  among  black  commentators  has  cen- 
tered on  its  "exposd"  that  Malcolm,  when 
he  was  a young  hustler  and  petty  crimi- 
nal, supposedly  engaged  in  ‘‘homosexual 
encounters"  for  money,  or  that  later  on 
Malcolm  and  his  wife,  Betty  Shabazz,  had 
marital  problems.  The  furor  about  these 
"revelations"  (which  have  been  around 
since  at  least  the  early  1990s)  only  under- 
scores how  distant  these  talking  heads  are 
from  even  the  memory  of  black  struggle. 

Black  Oppression  in 
Capitalist  America 

What  does  come  through  strongly  in 
Marable’s  book  is  a picture  of  how  deeply 
torn  Malcolm  X was  between  the  Nation 
of  Islam,  with  its  rejection  of  political  and 
social  struggle,  and  his  passion  to  join  the 
battles  taking  place  to  finally  free  black 
people  and  complete  the  unfinished 
promise  of  the  Civil  War. 

Black  oppression  has  always  been  cen- 
tral to  the  American  capitalist  system.  The 
Civil  War  (1861-65)  destroyed  the  slave 
system  in  the  South.  But  the  Northern 
bourgeoisie,  acting  on  its  class  interests, 
went  on  to  make  peace  with  the  South- 
ern planters,  and  blacks  were  forced  into 
backbreaking  labor  on  the  land  as  share- 
croppers and  tenant  farmers.  Following 
the  end  of  Union  Army  occupation  of 
the  South  during  Reconstruction,  naked 
white-supremacist  rule  was  restored.  By 
the  late  19th  century,  the  white  propertied 
classes  had  imposed  and  legally  enshrined 
Jim  Crow  segregation,  enforced  by  what 
was  virtually  a racist  police  state,  and 
further  backed  by  night-riding  Klan  ter- 
ror and  lynching.  Black  people  were  con- 
solidated anew  as  a specially  oppressed 
race-color  caste,  forcibly  segregated  at  the 
bottom  of  the  social  and  economic  struc- 
ture of  American  capitalism. 

In  the  “Great  Migration"  that  started 
during  World  War  I.  millions  of  black 
people  moved  to  the  North  in  search  of 
greater  freedom  and  to  escape  dire  pov- 
erty. In  the  Northern  cities,  they  became 
increasingly  integrated  into  the  indus- 
trial economy  while  facing  segregation 
in  housing  and  throughout  social  life.  In 
World  War  II  black  servicemen  served 
in  separate  units.  But  many  came  home 
vowing  to  get  some  of  the  “democracy" 


they  supposedly  had  fought  for. 

By  the  1950s,  when  the  civil  rights 
movement  arose,  the  mechanization  of 
agriculture  had  undermined  the  viability 
of  Southern  subsistence  farming  by  share- 
croppers. A significant  black  proletariat 
existed  in  Southern  cities  like  Birming- 
ham, Alabama,  in  industries  like  steel. 
Furthermore,  in  its  pursuit  of  the  Cold 
War  against  the  Soviet  Union,  the  U.S. 
government  was  finding  the  overt,  offi- 
cial discrimination  against  black  citizens 
and  the  images  of  brutal  sheriffs  and  rac- 
ist mobs  an  acute  embarrassment  inter- 
nationally. In  1954,  the  Supreme  Court 
issued  its  famous  Brown  decision  that 
overturned  school  segregation,  without 
creating  any  way  to  actually  integrate 
schools  (or  anything  else  in  American 
society).  More  and  more  working  people 
and  students  were  becoming  involved  in 
protests  against  segregation  in  the  South, 
which  were  ruthlessly  suppressed. 

From  the  outset,  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment was  dominated  by  a black  middle- 
class  leadership  allied  to  Democratic 
Party  liberalism.  Its  aim  was  to  pressure 
the  federal  government  to  grant  formal 
legal  equality  to  the  Southern  black  popu- 
lation. The  Reverend  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.,  with  his  Christian  religious  appeals  to 
the  conscience  of  those  in  power,  became 
the  exemplar  of  this  wing  of  the  move- 
ment. Riding  on  their  coattails,  along 
with  the  reformist  Communist  Party,  were 


the  leaders  of  the  very  right-wing  social 
democracy  in  the  U.S.,  such  as  A.  Philip 
Randolph  and  Bayard  Rustin.  These  were 
Manning  Marable's  ideological  forebears. 
By  pledging  nonviolence.  King  and  the 
other  "mainstream"  civil  rights  leaders 
were  pledging  the  movement's  allegiance 
to  the  white  power  structure,  promising 
that  it  would  not  go  beyond  the  bounds 
set  for  it  by  the  liberal  wing  of  the  rul- 
ing class.  Advocacy  of  nonviolence  dove- 
tailed with  the  belief  that  black  people 
could  achieve  equality  and  justice  by 
relying  on  the  government  and  "working 
within  the  system." 

Malcolm  X denounced  these  mislead- 
ers  from  the  perspective  of  black  national- 
ism. Strongly  influenced  by  the  struggles 
in  colonial  and  neocolonial  countries  for 
emancipation  from  imperialist  subjugation, 
Malcolm  viewed  the  American  black  strug- 
gle as  one  of  the  liberation  of  an  oppressed 
nation  inside  an  imperialist  metropolis.  In 
one  of  his  most  influential  speeches,  “Mes- 
sage to  the  Grass  Roots"  (November  1963), 
he  espoused  “revolution"  and  defined  it 
in  these  terms:  “Revolution... is  based  on 
land.  A revolutionary  wants  land  so  he 
can  set  up  his  own  nation,  an  independent 
nation.”  For  Malcolm,  nationalism  was 
the  key  dividing  line  between  his  ideology 
and  that  of  the  liberal  leaders  marching  for 
integration:  “These  Negroes  aren’t  asking 
for  any  nation — they're  trying  to  crawl 
back  on  the  plantation.” 


Black  nationalism  is  premised  on  the 
false  idea  that  the  doubly  oppressed  black 
population  in  the  U.S.  constitutes  a sepa- 
rate nation.  As  a doctrine,  nationalism 
can  sometimes  attract  militants  who  are 
deeply  alienated  from  this  racist  soci- 
ety and  have  no  illusions  that  it  can  be 
reformed.  Historically,  it  has  meant  for 
many  of  its  proponents  that  black  Ameri- 
cans should  be  given  their  own  country, 
with  some  saying  it  should  be  situated  in 
the  so-called  Southern  "black  belt."  where 
black  people  were  the  majority.  To  others, 
it  meant  a homeland  “back”  in  Africa. 

However,  in  the  1960s  the  term 
"black  nationalism"  became  a synonym 
for  various  forms  of  racial  separatism 
within  the  existing  American  capitalist 
state.  (For  Elijah  Muhammad’s  Nation 
of  Islam,  this  had  taken  the  form  of  a 
religious  sect.)  Under  the  rubric  of  “com- 
munity control,”  the  main  body  of  young 
self-styled  black  “nationalists”  sought  to 
become  government-funded  overseers  of 
the  ghettos.  Such  types  were  denounced 
as  “pork-chop  nationalists”  and  “dashiki 
Democrats”  by  the  militants  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party,  which  was  founded  in  1966 
in  Oakland.  California.  Considering  them- 
selves “Marxist-Leninists"  along  the  lines 
of  the  Stalinist  Mao  Zedong,  the  Panthers 
advocated  the  right  to  armed  self-defense 
and  raised  calls  such  as  "black  power." 
The  Panthers  sought  to  establish  a para- 
military organization  in  the  ghettos  co- 
existing with  and  restraining  the  racist 
police.  This  effort,  while  heroic,  resulted 
in  their  murderous  repression  given  the 
existing  balance  of  political  forces. 

Overwhelmingly,  the  thrust  of  black 
people’s  struggles  has  been  for  social 
equality  in  this  society,  not  separation.  At 
bottom,  black  nationalism  is  an  expression 
of  hopelessness  stemming  from  defeat, 
reflecting  despair  and  the  belief  that  the 
labor  movement  will  never  take  up  a fight 
for  black  rights.  Black  nationalism  rejects 
the  basic  truth  that  the  fundamental  divi- 
sion in  capitalist  society  is  that  between 
the  bourgeois  ruling  class,  which  owns 
the  means  of  production,  and  the  work- 
ing class,  whose  labor  is  exploited  by  the 
capitalists  for  profit.  Moreover,  the  idea 
that  the  U.S.  ruling  class  can  be  shamed 
or  coerced  into  ceding  a black  homeland 
inside  these  borders  is  fantastical.  Just  as 
unrealistic  is  the  notion  that  the  bulk  of 
the  U.S.  black  population  should  renounce 
their  claims  to  this  country,  which  along 
continued  on  page  8 
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Of  all  the  national  Negro  leaders  in 
this  country,  the  one  who  was  known 
uniquely  for  his  militancy,  intransigence, 
and  refusal  to  be  the  liberals'  front-man 
has  been  shot  down.  This  new  political 
assassination  is  another  indicator  of  the 
rising  current  of  irrationality  and  indi- 
vidual terrorism  which  the  decay  of 
our  society  begets.  Liberal  reaction  is 
predictable,  and  predictably  disgusting. 
They  are,  of  course,  opposed  to  assassi- 
nation, and  some  may  even  contribute  to 
the  fund  for  the  education  of  Malcolm's 
children,  but  their  mourning  at  the  death 
of  the  head  of  world  imperialism  had  a 
considerably  greater  ring  of  sincerity 
than  their  regret  at  the  murder  of  a black 
militant  who  wouldn’t  play  their  game. 

Black  Muslims? 

The  official  story  is  that  Black  Mus- 
lims killed  Malcolm.  But  we  should  not 
hasten  to  accept  this  to  date  unproved 
hypothesis.  The  New  York  police,  for 
example,  had  good  cause  to  be  afraid  of 
Malcolm,  and  with  the  vast  resources 
of  blackmail  and  coercion  which  are 
at  their  disposal,  they  also  had  ample 
opportunity,  and  of  course  would  have 
little  reason  to  fear  exposure  were  they 
involved.  At  the  same  time,  the  Mus- 
lim theory  cannot  be  discounted  out 
of  hand  because  the  Muslims  are  not 
a political  group,  and  in  substituting 
religion  for  science,  and  color  mysticism 
for  rational  analysis,  they  have  a world 
view  which  could  encompass  the  effi- 
cacy and  morality  of  assassination.  A 


man  who  has  a direct  pipeline  to  God 
can  justify  anything. 

No  Program 

The  main  point,  however,  is  not  who 
killed  Malcolm,  but  why  could  he  be 
killed?  In  the  literal  sense,  of  course, 
any  man  can  be  killed,  but  why  was 
Malcolm  particularly  vulnerable?  The 
answer  to  this  question  makes  of  Mal- 
colm’s death  tragedy  of  the  sharpest 
kind,  and  in  the  literal  Greek  sense.  Lib- 
erals and  Elijah  have  tried  to  make  Mal- 
colm a victim  of  his  own  (non-existent) 
doctrines  of  violence.  This  is  totally 
wrong  and  totally  hypocritical.  Mal- 
colm was  the  most  dynamic  national 
leader  to  have  appeared  in  America  in 
the  last  decade.  Compared  with  him 
the  famous  Kennedy  personality  was  a 
flimsy  cardboard  creation  of  money, 
publicity,  makeup,  and  the  media.  Mal- 
colm had  none  of  these,  but  a righteous 
cause  and  iron  character  forged  by  white 
America  in  the  fire  of  discrimina- 
tion, addiction,  prison,  and  incredible 
calumny.  He  had  a difficult  to  define 
but  almost  tangible  attribute  called 
charisma.  When  you  heard  Malcolm 


speak,  even  when  you  heard  him  say 
things  that  were  wrong  and  confusing, 
you  wanted  to  believe.  Malcolm  could 
move  men  deeply.  He  was  the  stuff  of 
which  mass  leaders  are  made.  Com- 
mencing his  public  life  in  the  context  of 
the  apolitical,  irrational  religiosity  and 
racial  mysticism  of  the  Muslim  move- 
ment, his  break  toward  politicalness  and 
rationality  was  slow,  painful,  and  terri- 
bly incomplete.  It  is  useless  to  speculate 
on  how  far  it  would  have  gone  had  he 
lived.  He  had  entered  prison  a burglar, 
an  addict,  and  a victim.  He  emerged  a 
Muslim  and  a free  man  forever.  Elijah 
Muhammed  and  the  Lost-Found  Nation 
of  Islam  were  thus  inextricably  bound  up 
with  his  personal  emancipation.  In  any 
event,  at  the  time  of  his  death  he  had 
not  yet  developed  a clear,  explicit,  and 
rational  social  program.  Nor  had  he  led 
his  followers  in  the  kind  of  transitional 
struggle  necessary  to  the  creation  of 
a successful  mass  movement.  Lacking 
such  a program,  he  could  not  develop 
cadres  based  on  program.  What  cadre  he 
had  was  based  on  Malcolm  X instead. 
Hated  and  feared  by  the  power  structure, 
and  the  focus  of  the  paranoid  feelings  of 


his  former  colleagues,  his  charisma 
made  him  dangerous,  and  his  lack  of 
developed  program  and  cadre  made  him 
vulnerable.  His  death  by  violence  had  a 
high  order  of  probability,  as  he  himself 
clearly  felt. 

Heroic  and  Tragic  Figure 

The  murder  of  Malcolm,  and  the 
disastrous  consequences  flowing  from 
that  murder  for  Malcolm's  organization 
and  black  militancy  in  general,  does  not 
mean  that  the  militant  black  movement 
can  always  be  decapitated  with  a shot- 
gun. True,  there  is  an  agonizing  gap 
in  black  leadership  today.  On  the  one 
hand  there  are  the  respectable  ser- 
vants of  the  liberal  establishment;  men 
like  James  Farmer  whose  contemptible 
effort  to  blame  Malcolm’s  murder  on 
"Chinese  Communists”  will  only  hasten 
his  eclipse  as  a leader,  and  on  the  other 
hand  the  ranks  of  the  militants  have  yet 
to  produce  a man  with  the  leadership 
potential  of  Malcolm.  But  such  leader- 
ship will  eventually  be  forthcoming. 
This  is  a statistical  as  well  as  a social 
certainty.  This  leadership,  building  on 
the  experience  of  others  such  as  Mal- 
colm. and  emancipated  from  his  religi- 
osity, will  build  a movement  in  which 
the  black  masses  and  their  allies  can 
lead  the  third  great  American  revolu- 
tion. Then  Malcolm  X will  be  remem- 
bered by  black  and  white  alike  as  a 
heroic  and  tragic  figure  in  a dark  period 
of  our  common  history. 

— Spartacist  No.  4,  May-June  1965 
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Malcolm  X... 

( continued  from  page  7) 

with  the  working  class  as  a whole  they 
helped  to  build,  and  emigrate  to  Africa. 

The  Marxist  program  for  black  lib- 
eration is  that  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism:  the  struggle  against  all  forms 
of  racist  discrimination  and  violence  and 
for  the  integration  of  black  people  into  an 
egalitarian,  socialist  society.  As  a race- 
color  caste  whose  special  oppression  is 
integral  to  the  workings  of  the  American 
capitalist  economy  and  every  social  insti- 
tution, the  black  population  cannot  win 
equality  except  through  socialist  revolu- 
tion. Black  oppression  and  its  legitimiza- 
tion through  racist  ideology  are  priceless 
tools  for  the  exploiters  in  keeping  work- 
ing people  divided,  blinded  and  unable 
to  organize  to  overthrow  our  common 
enemy.  There  can  be  no  revolutionary 
workers  party  built  in  this  country  that 
does  not  grasp  the  strategic  character 
of  the  fight  for  black  emancipation.  In 
building  such  a party,  black  workers  are 
determined  by  history  to  play  a vanguard 
role.  This  view  stands  flatly  counterposed 
to  both  liberal  integrationism  and  black 
nationalism. 

Malcolm  X and 
the  Nation  of  Islam 

The  contours  of  Malcolm’s  life  are  well 
known.  As  "Detroit  Red,"  Malcolm  was 
a street  hustler  and  petty  criminal  dur- 
ing the  1940s  in  Boston  and  Harlem.  He 
converted  to  the  Nation  of  Islam  while 
in  prison  in  Massachusetts,  changing  his 
name  from  Malcolm  Little  to  Malcolm  X. 

The  Nation  was  a small  sect  under 
the  leadership  of  Elijah  Muhammad 
that  combined  religious  superstition  and 
black  nationalism.  In  the  1950s  and  early 
1960s.  Malcolm  became  its  most  vis- 
ible and  effective  spokesman.  He  made 
the  group  known  by  his  denunciations 
of  the  "respectable”  civil  rights  leaders. 
He  organized  several  mosques,  including 
in  Harlem,  the  primary  center  of  black 
politics  and  culture  in  the  U.S.  As  activ- 
ists were  beaten  and  murdered.  Malcolm 
was  the  only  prominent  black  leader  who 
asserted  that  black  people  should  not  beg 
to  be  integrated  into  American  society.  His 
denunciations  of  the  liberal  sellouts  struck  a 
chord  among  the  ghetto  poor  and  working- 
class  blacks.  But  the  Nation  accepted  the 
idea  that  America  was  a white  man’s  coun- 
try and  opposed  integration. 

Marable  describes  the  political  roots 
of  the  Nation  of  Islam  in  the  movement 
founded  by  Marcus  Garvey  in  Jamaica  in 
1914.  Garvey's  Universal  Negro  Improve- 
ment Association  grew  rapidly  in  the  U.S. 
during  the  1920s,  when  it  seemed  to  many 
that  no  black  struggle  for  social  integra- 
tion and  equality  could  succeed.  This  was 
a heyday  of  the  KKK,  exemplified  by  the 
40,000  robed  and  hooded  Klansmen  who 
paraded  openly  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in 
1925.  Jim  Crow  segregation  was  the  law 
of  the  South  and  was  enforced  by  terror. 


Marcus  Garvey  (inset) 
was  leader  of  separatist 
Universal  Negro  Improvement 
Association,  shown  on  parade 
in  Harlem  in  1924. 


legal  and  extralegal,  as  black  men  and 
women  were  lynched  for  not  "knowing 
their  place.”  Anti-Communist  red  scares 
were  viciously  waged  in  response  to  the 
1917  Bolshevik  Revolution  in  Russia.  The 
period  was  marked  by  aggressive  union- 
busting.  with  notorious  frame-ups  of 
labor  militants  and  prosecutions  of  unions 
under  "criminal  syndicalism”  laws.  Labor 
radicals  and  other  immigrant  workers 
were  rounded  up  and  deported. 

Garvey's  political  philosophy  was  for 
complete  black  separation  from  whites, 
including  the  demand  for  an  independ- 


destruction of  Marcus  Garvey’s  organi- 
zation, its  appeal  was  decisively  undercut 
when  working-class  struggle  exploded 
in  the  1930s.  Black  workers  played  a 
vanguard  role  in  heroic  strikes  which 
organized  industrial  unions  in  the  CIO — 
inclusive  unions  that  sought  to  organize 
all  workers  in  a given  industry,  break- 
ing down  craft  categories  and  organizing 
skilled  and  unskilled  workers  across  eth- 
nic and  racial  divisions.  As  the  working 
class  emerged  fighting  out  of  the  doldrums 
of  the  Great  Depression,  the  illusory  sol- 
ace offered  by  Garvey’s  brand  of  black 


ent  black  state  in  Africa.  He  emphasized 
the  development  of  black-owned  busi- 
nesses— i.e.,  a black  middle  class  that 
would  profit  from  its  monopoly  of  the 
patronage  of  black  consumers.  Marable 
notes  Garvey’s  continuity  with  the  con- 
servative, business-oriented  philosophy 
of  Booker  T.  Washington,  pointing  out 
that  both  Garvey  and  Washington  were 
"accommodationists”  who  accepted  seg- 
regation and  did  not  challenge  black  dis- 
enfranchisement or  separate  schools  for 
blacks  and  whites. 

While  other  factors  contributed  to  the 
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Nation  of  Islam 
leader  Elijah 
Muhammad 
with  Malcolm  X 
in  1961. 


nationalism  tended  to  lose  its  appeal. 

The  Nation  of  Islam,  which  sprang  up 
later,  was  primarily  a religious  organi- 
zation. But  its  ideology  was  similar  to 
Garvey’s.  Explicitly  disavowing  organ- 
ized political  activism,  the  Nation  es- 
poused separate  “development"  of  blacks 
in  "white"  America.  Dedicated  cadres  of 
Garvey’s  movement.  Malcolm’s  parents 
relocated  repeatedly,  from  Philadelphia  to 
Omaha,  Nebraska,  and  elsewhere  before 
settling  in  Lansing.  Michigan,  where 
Malcolm  Little  was  raised. 

By  the  early  1960s  the  Nation  had 
begun  to  grow  rapidly,  attracting  con- 
verts from  diverse  backgrounds.  Malcolm 
X was  personally  responsible  for  a huge 
number  of  recruits,  not  only  to  Temple 
(later  Mosque)  No.  7 in  Harlem,  which 
he  headed  for  years,  but  in  many  other 
cities,  traveling  the  country  as  the  NOI’s 
National  Minister. 

Despite  its  opposition  to  participat- 
ing in  organized  protest,  its  religiosity 
and  its  advocacy  of  black  capitalism,  the 
NOI  was  viewed  as  some  kind  of  radical 
organization.  In  this  racist  country,  black 
radicals  or  those  perceived  as  such  will 
always  be  a target  for  the  political  police 
(who  especially  fear  the  intersection  of 
blacks  and  communism).  The  FBI  and  the 
New  York  police  red  squad  were  all  over 
the  NOI.  employing  constant  surveillance 
and  infiltration  as  well  as  provocations 
seeking  to  fan  the  flames  of  jealousy  and 
distrust  among  its  leaders.  The  sect  was 
denied  legal  protections  afforded  other 
religions,  and  salesmen  of  its  newspaper. 
Muhammad  Speaks,  were  harassed  by  the 
cops.  One  of  the  strengths  of  Marable’s 
book  is  its  use  of  police  records  to  dem- 
onstrate the  extent  of  state  surveillance. 
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harassment  and  provocation  of  black  mili- 
tants, including  Malcolm  X. 

The  Crucible  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Struggles 

The  civil  rights  movement  helped  to 
undermine  the  reactionary  Cold  War  con- 
sensus of  the  1950s.  Seen  as  a struggle 
against  entrenched  racial  oppression  and 
for  equality,  it  drew  many  thousands  of 
workers  and  youth  into  the  streets  of  cities 
and  towns  in  the  South  and  inspired  soli- 
darity worldwide.  As  the  struggle  sharp- 
ened and  racist  atrocities  against  blacks 
multiplied,  NAACP  organizer  Robert  F. 
Williams  in  North  Carolina  undertook 
armed  self-defense.  Williams  was  sus- 
pended from  the  NAACP,  and  in  1961 
government  repression  drove  him  to  flee 
the  country  to  Cuba,  where  the  revolution 
had  just  expropriated  the  capitalists  in  the 
face  of  U.S.  imperialist  hostility.  In  Loui- 
siana, the  Deacons  for  Defense,  many  of 
whom  were  Korean  War  veterans,  organ- 
ized to  protect  civil  rights  demonstrators. 

In  response  to  an  emerging  mass  move- 
ment that  showed  increasing  willingness 
to  openly  defy  the  Jim  Crow  police  state, 
dominant  sections  of  the  Northern  bour- 
geoisie saw  that  it  was  time  for  the  South 
to  adopt  the  same  formal  democratic- 
norms  as  the  rest  of  the  country.  It  is 
to  this  wing  of  the  bourgeoisie  that  the 
leaders  of  the  civil  rights  movement  hand- 
cuffed the  fight  for  black  freedom.  The 
civil  rights  struggles  won  partial  gains  for 
black  people  in  the  South,  such  as  access 
to  public  facilities,  voting  rights  and  a 
degree  of  school  integration.  But  these 
gains  did  not  challenge  capitalist  class 
rule.  And  when  the  movement  came  North 
and  tried  to  take  on  the  conditions  of  the 
segregated  inner  cities — widespread  pov- 
erty and  unemployment,  racist  cop  brutal- 
ity, inferior  housing  and  schools,  etc. — it 
foundered.  These  conditions  of  oppres- 
sion and  capitalist  immiseration  could  not 
be  ameliorated  by  more  speeches  or  new 
laws.  Beginning  with  Harlem  in  1964,  the 
Northern  ghettos  exploded,  registering  the 
depth  of  anger  and  disappointed  hopes. 

It  was  in  the  period  of  the  civil  rights 
movement  that  Malcolm  X came  of  age 
politically,  and  this  would  throw  him  into 
an  irreconcilable  conflict  with  the  NOI. 
The  Nation's  philosophy  of  black  busi- 
ness helped  enrich  Muhammad  (suppos- 
edly God’s  messenger)  and  his  family,  but 
offered  no  solution  to  black  oppression. 
The  NOI  was  a religious  movement  in  a 
political  time;  for  all  its  inflammatory 
rhetoric,  it  stood  aside  from  the  struggle 
for  civil  rights,  preaching  individual  reli- 
gious enlightenment  and  renunciation  of 
“sinful"  conduct. 

For  Malcolm  X.  this  religious  ideol- 
ogy, which  he  deeply  believed,  became  a 
wrenching  contradiction  with  his  passion- 
ate commitment  to  fight  white  supremacy, 
injustice  and  hypocrisy.  He  felt  the  pres- 
sure from  young  people  who  thought  he 
ought  to  join  them  in  militant  action, 
stating  in  the  Autobiography.  "I  felt  that, 
wherever  black  people  committed  them- 
selves in  the  Little  Rocks  and  Birming- 
hams  and  other  places,  militantly  disci- 
plined Muslims  should  also  be  there.’’ 
But  for  the  NOI  to  have  participated  in 
struggles  for  integration  would  have  vio- 
lated their  precepts  and  their  very  reason 
for  existence. 

Malcolm  X gave  voice  to  young  activ- 
ists’ increasing  dissatisfaction  with  the 
housebroken  civil  rights  leaders.  Where 
liberals  swooned  as  Reverend  King  in- 
toned "I  have  a dream”  at  the  1963  March 
on  Washington,  Malcolm  X termed  the 
event  “a  circus,  a performance  that  beat 
anything  Hollywood  could  ever  do."  This 
was  more  than  irreverence,  it  was  an  attack 
on  the  pro-Democratic  Party  politics  of 
the  organizers.  He  named  the  individual 
black  leaders,  closely  tied  to  the  Kennedy 
administration,  who  worked  overtime  to 
keep  any  militancy  out  of  the  march. 

For  Marable,  the  March  on  Washing- 
ton was  a marvelous  mass  movement 
that  nobody  in  his  right  mind  could  have 
resisted:  “The  supposedly  ‘Uncle  Tom’ 
leaders  like  Rustin.  Randolph,  and  King 
had  mobilized  a quarter  of  a million 
people,  he  writes.  Marable  goes  on  to 
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say:  “Malcolm  argued  that  the  Kennedy 
administration  decided  to  ‘co-opt’  the 
demonstration....  Malcolm’s  thesis  was 
that  the  civil  rights  leaders  were  so  cra- 
ven and  bankrupt  that  they  were  duped 
by  whites  in  power.  This  version  of  events 
was  a gross  distortion  of  the  facts — yet 
it  contained  enough  truth  to  capture  an 
audience  of  unhappy  black  militants.” 
The  facts  are  that  what  could  have  been 
an  angry  outpouring  was  turned  into  an 
appeal  for  conscience  and  reconciliation. 
John  Lewis  of  the  Student  Nonviolent 
Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC),  which 
had  begun  to  reject  the  preachers’  alle- 
giance to  nonviolence,  was  prevented 
from  delivering  even  a mild  criticism  of 
the  Democrats.  (Lewis  later  became  a 
Democratic  Congressman.) 

Malcolm  Breaks  with 
Elijah  Muhammad 

Malcolm  had  by  this  time  become 
increasingly  alienated  from  Elijah  Mu- 
hammad. He  was  shocked  by  the  stories 
that  could  not  be  suppressed  of  the  NOI 
leader’s  sexual  relations  with  young 
women  who  were  his  secretaries.  But  fun- 
damentally the  sources  of  friction  were 
political:  Malcolm  chafed  at  the  Nation’s 
aloofness  from  political  activity,  while 
Elijah  Muhammad  increasingly  resented 
and  feared  Malcolm’s  popularity. 

The  conflict  came  to  a head  after  the 
assassination  of  President  Kennedy  in 
1963.  Muhammad,  not  wanting  to  attract 
attention,  ordered  his  supporters  to  say 
nothing  whatsoever  about  the  assassina- 
tion. But  Malcolm  famously  declared  that 


Left:  Police 
attack  civil 
rights  march  in 
Birmingham, 
1963. 

Right: 

Robert  F. 
Williams  (center), 
shown  with 
other  members 
of  Monroe, 

North  Carolina, 
NAACP  in  1957, 
organized  armed 
self-defense 
against  KKK 
terror. 


Kennedy’s  assassination  was  a case  of  the 
“chickens  coming  home  to  roost,"  adding 
that  “chickens  coming  home  to  roost  never 
did  make  me  sad;  they’ve  always  made  me 
glad.”  This  disobedience  infuriated  Elijah 
Muhammad,  but  won  Malcolm  increased 
authority  among  the  more  militant  black 
activists. 

At  that  time,  the  most  militant  and 
politically  conscious  activists  sympa- 
thized with  the  Cuban  Revolution  and  sol- 
idarized  with  other  struggles  for  national 
and  social  liberation.  Few  of  them  shed 
any  tears  for  U.S.  imperialism’s  slain 
Commander-in-Chief,  the  man  who  had 
ordered  the  CIA-organized  Bay  of  Pigs 
invasion  of  Cuba  in  1961  and  had  sent 
the  Green  Berets  into  South  Vietnam.  So 
when  Malcolm  made  his  "coming  home 
to  roost”  comment,  many  black  militants 
applauded,  even  if  they  were  not  them- 
selves ready  to  go  that  far. 

Marable’s  tactic  of  falsification  by  omis- 
sion is  especially  clear  in  his  treatment 
of  the  1960-61  Cuban  Revolution,  which 
had  created  a workers  state,  although  one 
that  was  bureaucratically  deformed  from 
its  inception.  Marable  recounts  Malcolm’s 
strong  sympathy  and  support  for  the  revo- 
lution and  the  government  of  Fidel  Cas- 
tro, who  had  won  plenty  of  support  among 
American  blacks  when  he  decided  to  stay 
in  Harlem’s  Hotel  Theresa  on  a trip  to 
address  the  United  Nations.  But  nowhere 
in  Marable’s  book  is  there  any  mention 
of  the  Democrat  Kennedy’s  relentless 
efforts  to  overthrow  the  Cuban  govern- 
ment, including  engaging  the  Mafia  in  an 
attempt  to  assassinate  Castro. 


Martin  Luther  King  Jr.  (second  from  left)  and  other  civil  rights  luminaries  at 
White  House  with  John  F.  Kennedy,  28  August  1963,  the  day  of  the  march 
that  Malcolm  X called  the  “Farce  on  Washington.” 


Elijah  Muhammad  purged  Malcolm 
from  the  Nation  and  NOI  leaders  relent- 
lessly denounced  him,  including  Mal- 
colm’s former  protdgd,  Louis  X (today  the 
reactionary  demagogue  Louis  Farrakhan), 
who  proclaimed  him  “worthy  of  death." 
Marable’s  book  describes  the  NOI’s  ven- 
detta against  Malcolm,  relying  heavily  on 
an  interview  with  Farrakhan  and  present- 
ing the  latter’s  version  of  the  events  lead- 
ing to  the  1965  assassination. 

That  Malcolm  felt  liberated  by  his  split 
from  Elijah  Muhammad  was  underlined 
by  his  telegram  to  American  Nazi  leader 
George  Lincoln  Rockwell,  which  Mal- 
colm read  out  to  a rally  in  Harlem  on  24 
January  1965.  The  NOI's  racial  separatism 
had  led  it  to  recognize  “common  ground" 
with  fascists  and  other  segregationists,  as 


Marable  documents.  Malcolm’s  message 
read: 

"This  is  to  warn  you  that  I am  no 
longer  held  in  check  from  fighting 
white  supremacists  by  Elijah  Muham- 
mad’s separatist  Black  Muslim  move- 
ment. and  that  if  your  present  racist 
agitation  against  our  people  there  in 
Alabama  causes  physical  harm  to  Rev- 
erend King  or  any  other  black  Ameri- 
cans who  are  only  attempting  to  enjoy 
their  rights  as  free  human  beings,  that 
you  and  your  Ku  Klux  Klan  friends  will 
be  met  with  maximum  physical  retalia- 
tion from  those  of  us  who  are  not  hand- 
cuffed by  the  disarming  philosophy  of 
nonviolence,  and  who  believe  in  assert- 
ing our  right  of  self-defense — by  any 
means  necessary." 

Between  his  split  from  the  Nation 
and  his  murder.  Malcolm  lived  barely  a 
year.  Much  of  this  was  spent  abroad, 
including  his  pilgrimage  to  Mecca. 
Although  he  founded  two  organiza- 
tions in  rapid  succession — the  Muslim 
Mosque  Inc.  and  the  Organization  of 
Afro-American  Unity — they  had  no  real 
program  beyond  the  eclectic  views  ex- 
pressed in  his  speeches.  While  eventually 
millions  would  become  aware  of  his  im- 
pact, the  organizations  he  founded  prob- 
ably never  included  more  than  a few  hun- 
dred. Yet  his  impact  on  black  activists 
and  the  nascent  New  Left  radicalism  was 
undeniable. 

Malcolm  X’s  speeches  and  his  Autobi- 
ography were  hugely  influential  for  thou- 
sands of  militants  who  would  never  have 
dreamed  of  attending  a meeting  of  the 
Nation  of  Islam.  His  appeal  lay  precisely 
in  his  debunking  of  liberal  hypocrisy  on 
the  part  of  the  Democratic  politicians 
and  especially  his  exposure  of  the  main- 
stream civil  rights  leaders  as  servants  of 
the  system. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 


Birth  Control... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

Women  but  rather  through  mass  struggle. 
What  is  needed  is  a fight  to  build  a workers 
party  based  on  the  understanding  that  the 
working  class  shares  no  interests  with  its 
capitalist  exploiters.  Acting  as  a tribune  of 
the  people,  a class-struggle  workers  party 
would  champion  the  liberation  of  women, 
the  emancipation  of  the  black  population 
from  its  race-caste  oppression  and  the 
elimination  of  all  social  inequality  in  the 
fight  for  socialist  revolution. 

Capital,  Church,  Family: 

Unholy  Trinity 

The  great  French  utopian  socialist 
Charles  Fourier  observed:  "Social  progress 
and  changes  of  period  are  brought  about 
by  virtue  of  the  progress  of  women  toward 
liberty,  and  social  retrogression  occurs  as 
a result  of  a diminution  in  the  liberty  of 
women”  (The  Utopian  Vision  of  Charles 
Fourier).  Writing  in  the  aftermath  of  the 
French  Revolution,  when  priests  were 
driven  out  of  the  churches  and  sometimes 
executed,  Fourier  would  see  in  the  U.S. 
today  a profound  retrogression.  On  a world 
scale,  the  counterrevolutionary  overthrow 
of  the  October  Revolution  in  the  USSR  in 
1991-92  fed  the  bonfires  of  social  reaction. 

Religious  fundamentalism  is  by  no 
means  restricted  to  the  Islamic  world. 
From  Santorum’s  obsession  with  sex  and 


Satan  to  Obama’s  pious  quotations  of 
Christian  scripture  at  the  National  Prayer 
Breakfast — itself  an  annual  affront  to  the 
separation  of  church  and  state — American 
bourgeois  politics  have  been  and  continue 
to  be  increasingly  saturated  with  God. 
This  type  of  rampant  religiosity  is  often  a 
characteristic  of  decaying  societies. 

Religion — especially  but  not  only  the 
Roman  Catholic  church — is  the  strongest 
ideological  force  against  birth  control  and 
abortion  in  its  upholding  of  the  sanctity 
of  the  family.  Woman-hating  strictures 
against  contraception  and  abortion,  poi- 
sonous bigotry  against  gays,  witchhunt- 
ing of  “deviant”  sex,  relentless  pressure  on 


youth  to  somehow  refrain  from  giving  in 
to  their  raging  hormones — all  these  ema- 
nate from  and  reinforce  the  institution  of 
the  family  as  well  as  religion,  buttressing 
the  rule  of  an  exploiting  class.  As  com- 
munists, we  oppose  attempts  to  fit  human 
sexuality  into  legislated  and  decreed 
“norms.”  We  say:  Government  out  of  the 
bedroom!  The  guiding  principle  for  sexual 
relations  between  people  should  be  that  of 
effective  consent — that  is,  nothing  more 
than  mutual  agreement  and  understanding 
as  opposed  to  coercion.  Defend  the  separa- 
tion of  church  and  state! 

The  family  is  not  an  immutable,  time- 
less institution  but  rather  a social  relation 
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subject  to  historical  change.  In  his  clas- 
sic 1884  work  The  Origin  of  the  Family, 
Private  Property,  and  the  State,  Friedrich 
Engels  traced  the  centrality  of  the  fam- 
ily back  to  its  role  in  ensuring  “legitimate 
heirs”  for  the  patriarchal  inheritance  of 
property,  which  required  women’s  sexual 
monogamy  and  social  subordination.  The 
revolutionary  overthrow  of  the  imperialist- 
dominated  world  order  by  the  proletariat 
will  lay  the  material  basis  to  free  women 
from  age-old  family  servitude  and  reorgan- 
ize society  in  the  interest  of  all.  The  social 
functions  of  the  family — housework,  child 
rearing,  preparation  of  food.  etc. — will  be 
replaced  by  collectivized  institutions. 

Even  under  conditions  of  dire  scarcity, 
imperialist  invasion  and  civil  war,  the 
Bolshevik  Party  under  Lenin  and  Trotsky 
strove  to  implement  such  collectiviza- 
tion in  the  early  Soviet  workers  state.  It  is 
the  goal  of  the  International  Communist 
League  to  build  Bolshevik-type  workers 
parties  around  the  world  to  lead  the  fight 
for  new  October  Revolutions.  As  we  wrote 
in  “In  Defense  of  Science  and  Technology” 
(WV  No.  843,  4 March  2005):  "Commu- 
nism will  elevate  the  standard  of  life  for 
everyone  to  the  highest  possible  level.  By 
eliminating  scarcity,  poverty  and  want, 
communism  will  also  eliminate  the  great- 
est driving  force  for  the  prevalence  of  reli- 
gion and  superstition — and  the  attendant 
backwardness,  which  defines  the  role  of 
women  as  the  producers  of  the  next  genera- 
tion of  working  masses  to  be  exploited."  ■ 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

But  the  national  organiser  of  AMCU  has 
denied  having  anything  to  do  with  the 
strike,  responding,  “How  can  we  want  to 
be  part  of  the  strike?”  ( Business  Report, 
17  February).  And  who  ever  heard  of  over 
17.000  workers  being  "intimidated  by  a 
small  number  of  troublemakers”  as  the 
NUM  officials  claim?! 

The  NUM  leaders  rant  against  “non- 
recognised  unions”  and  "unscrupulous 
forces"  in  order  to  deflect  from  their  own 
class-collaborationist  betrayals.  It  is  these 
betrayals  which  have  led  the  union  rank 
and  file  in  Rustenburg  to  revolt  against 
their  misleaders.  Rather  than  doing  any- 
thing to  mobilise  the  desperately  needed 
solidarity  with  the  Implats  strikers,  the 
NUM  bureaucracy  has  openly  sided  with 
the  company.  Their  accusations  of  “intim- 
idation" and  complaints  that  strikers  are 
“preventing"  people  from  going  to  work 
are  clearly  an  invitation  for  the  bourgeoi- 
sie and  its  government  to  violently  attack 
the  sacked  workers.  NUM  leaders  have 
treacherously  called  for  increased  "secu- 
rity" for  those  wanting  to  scab  on  the 
strike — a call  which,  not  surprisingly,  has 
now  been  taken  up  by  the  Implats  CEO! 

It  is  crucial  for  union  militants  who 
want  to  fight  against  the  NUM  leader- 
ship's sellouts  to  clearly  understand  and 
break  from  the  broader  reformist  politics 
which  are  at  the  root  of  these  betrayals. 
The  NUM  and  COSATU  bureaucracies 
are  a key  component  of  the  ANC/SACP/ 
COSATU  Tripartite  Alliance,  a bourgeois 
alliance  through  which  the  workers  are 
chained  to  their  own  capitalist  exploiters 
and  the  reformist  leaders  of  the  SACP  and 
COSATU  assume  direct  responsibility  for 
administering  racist  neo-apartheid  capi- 
talism. The  “new”  South  Africa  is  now 
the  most  unequal  society  in  the  world. 
The  apartheid  wage  gap  has  not  closed, 
but  become  a gaping  chasm.  At  the  same 
time  as  the  attacks  on  union  members’ 
livelihoods  and  general  social  misery  are 
increasing,  the  COSATU  union  bureauc- 
racy has  itself  become  integrated  into 
the  new  black  elite  and  “gravy  trainers" 
who  have  been  showered  with  privileges 
by  the  (still  mainly  white)  capitalist  rul- 
ers in  return  for  upholding  their  class 
rule  against  the  (mainly  black)  working- 
class  base.  This  is  the  basic  cause  of  the 
increasingly  harsh  clashes  between  the 
union  tops  and  their  membership. 

These  clashes  have  not  been  limited 
to  the  NUM,  as  a long  line  of  wretched 
betrayals  by  the  union  bureaucracies  have 
fuelled  the  union  members’  anger  toward 
their  leaders.  In  2000  the  National  Union 
of  Metalworkers  (NUMSA)  bureaucracy 
openly  sided  with  the  Volkswagen  bosses, 
who  fired  1,300  workers  in  retaliation 
against  a wildcat  strike  which  4,000 
NUMSA  members  had  waged  in  defence 
of  their  shop  stewards.  Prominent  roles 
in  this  betrayal  were  played  by  current 
COSATU  general  secretary  Zwelinzima 
Vavi  and  NUMSA  leader  Irvin  Jim.  In 
2003  a big  chunk  of  Chemical,  Energy, 
Paper,  Print.  Wood  and  Allied  Workers 
Union  broke  with  their  leaders  over  the 
support  of  the  ANC  capitalist  government 
to  form  the  General  industrial  Workers 
Union  (G1WUSA).  In  2010  public  sector 
workers  clashed  with  their  leaders  who. 
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after  refusing  to  follow  through  on  threats 
of  solidarity  secondary  strikes  by  the  more 
strategic  unions  in  mining,  manufacturing 
and  commerce,  bureaucratically  strangled 
the  strike,  going  behind  the  membership’s 
back  to  seal  a sellout  deal. 

Vavi  and  Co.  make  a lot  of  noise 
about  “fighting  corruption,"  but  this  is 
just  intended  to  divert  attention  from 
the  biggest  swindle  of  the  "new"  South 
Africa — the  fact  that  the  same  Randlord 
capitalist  rulers,  along  with  their  imperi- 
alist backers,  continue  to  reap  fabulous 
profits  from  the  superexploitation  of 
mainly  black  labour.  The  biggest  politi- 
cal corruption  is  that  perpetrated  by  Vavi 
and  the  other  reformist  misleaders,  who 
sacrifice  the  working  class’s  needs  in  the 
interest  of  South  African  capitalism.  In 
fact,  corruption  and  graft  are  inseparable 
from  neo-apartheid  capitalism,  with  the 
black  elite  enriching  themselves  through 
controlling  state  institutions  and  acting 
as  front  men  for  the  dominantly  white 
capitalist  ruling  class.  Even  in  the  1980s, 
the  apartheid  rulers  saw  the  need  to 
counter  the  liberation  struggle  by  foster- 
ing the  development  of  a black  elite  to  act 
as  a buffer  between  the  privileged  white 


the  capitalist  government  and  its  armed 
thugs — who  at  this  very  moment  are 
mobilising  to  smash  the  workers’  pick- 
ets— means  accepting  the  same  dead-end 
reformism  and  class  collaboration  that 
has  brought  the  NUM  bureaucrats  into 
such  sharp  conflict  with  the  workers  they 
are  supposed  to  represent.  The  capitalist 
state  is  not  a neutral  arbiter  between  the 
capitalist  exploiters  and  their  working- 
class  wage  slaves,  but  an  apparatus  of 
organised  violence — based  centrally  on 
the  police,  military  and  prisons — that  is 
wielded  on  behalf  of  the  filthy  rich  ruling 
class  against  the  majority  black  masses 
they  exploit  and  oppress.  Break  with 
the  bourgeois  Tripartite  Alliance!  Cops, 
prison  guards  and  security  guards  out  of 
the  unions! 

For  a Class-Struggle  Fight 
Against  Implats  Strikebreaking! 

The  Implats  wage-slave  owners  have 
taken  full  advantage  of  the  opportunity 
created  by  the  NUM  leaders’  abandon- 
ment of  their  members  to  open  the  flood- 
gate of  attacks.  They  dismissed  work- 
ers without  paying  them  a cent  of  their 
final  settlement  payouts  like  pension  or 
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minority  and  impoverished  black  major- 
ity. The  trade-union  bureaucracy  is  now 
an  integral  part  of  this  black  elite  as  well 
as  the  ruling  Tripartite  Alliance.  From 
former  union  leaders  like  Cyril  Rama- 
phosa,  Gwede  Mantashe  and  others  who 
have  become  capitalists  or  top  ANC/gov- 
ernment  officials,  to  endless  stories  of 
union  bureaucrats  looting  union  pension 
funds — the  sellout  tops  have  enriched 
themselves  by  betraying  their  members. 

It  is  necessary  to  build  a class-struggle 
leadership  to  replace  the  current  crop 
of  sellout  bureaucrats  and  unleash  the 
potential  power  of  the  NUM  and  other 
unions  of  industrial  workers  in  an  all-out 
struggle  against  capitalist  misery.  The 
starting  point  for  this  is  the  need  to  break 
the  bourgeois  Tripartite  Alliance  along 
class  lines,  and  for  proletarian  indepen- 
dence from  the  capitalists,  their  state, 
and  all  their  political  parties — including 
in  particular  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
ANC.  Dismissed  workers  at  Implats  told 
us  that  their  interim  committee  was  try- 
ing to  meet  with  the  minister  of  mineral 
resources,  Susan  Shabangu,  to  ask  for 
her  mediation,  and  now  there  are  also 
reports  of  the  committee  appealing  to  the 
police  for  “mediation.”  Such  reliance  on 
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unemployment  funds.  Coupled  with  other 
attacks  like  shutting  the  canteen,  using 
cops  to  evict  workers  from  the  hostel  and 
no  wages  because  of  dismissals,  it  is  clear 
that  the  bosses’  strategy  is  to  starve  these 
workers  into  submission.  Striking  workers 
reported  that  police  thugs  in  unmarked 
uniforms  were  deployed  to  evict  the  5,000 
workers  who  were  sacked  in  the  first  wave 
of  dismissals.  Between  350  and  400  work- 
ers have  been  arrested  and  are  facing 
court  dates  at  different  times,  including 
over  100  who  will  appear  in  court  on 
March  8.  Drop  all  the  charges! 

Most  of  the  workers  who  have  been 
evicted  or  threatened  with  eviction  are 
migrant  labourers  from  other  parts  of 
South  Africa  and  neighbouring  countries 
like  Mozambique,  Lesotho  and  Swazi- 
land, with  no  families  in  the  area  that  can 
offer  them  alternative  accommodation. 
Among  the  first  victims  of  evictions  were 
the  widows  of  mineworkers  who  died  on 
duty  in  these  mines.  These  women  end 
up  being  trapped  in  these  labour  com- 
pounds because  they  do  not  have  money 
to  return  to  their  families  as  it  often 
takes  two  years  or  more  to  receive  pay- 
ments owed  to  their  late  husbands. 

The  desperate  plight  facing  the  dis- 
missed mineworkers  and  their  families 
points  to  the  urgent  need  to  link  up  the  wage 
demands  and  union  struggles  in  defence  of 
the  workers’  immediate  economic  interests 
with  a fight  against  the  capitalist  misery 
and  oppression  which  hit  broader  layers  of 
society.  The  potential  for  this  is  palpable 
in  Rustenburg,  which  is  one  reason  for  the 
massive  state  mobilisation  to  smash  the 
strike.  Residents  in  the  squalid  squatter 
camps  near  the  Rustenburg  mines  have 
demonstrated  in  support  of  the  Implats 
workers.  On  February  17.  thousands  of 
unemployed  residents  of  Brits,  which  is 
also  in  North  West  province,  marched  to 
the  headquarters  of  Xstrata  mines  demand- 
ing sharing  of  wealth  and  jobs. 

The  NUM  and  COSATU  bureaucra- 
cies’ class  collaboration  and  reliance  on 
the  capitalist  state  has  also  meant  aban- 


doning the  countless  service  delivery 
protests  of  mostly  unemployed  township 
residents  to  cop  repression,  in  addition  to 
selling  out  their  own  members  on  a regu- 
lar basis.  In  contrast,  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership would  link  the  social  power  of  the 
unions  to  the  anger  in  the  townships  and 
squatter  camps,  fighring  for  demands  like 
jobs  for  all  through  dividing  up  the  avail- 
able work  at  no  loss  in  pay;  affordable, 
quality  housing;  free,  quality  education 
with  a living  stipend  for  all;  free,  quality 
health  care;  and  public  transport  through 
a massive  public  works  programme;  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants  and 
organising  the  unorganised.  This  would 
be  a powerful  blow  against  the  recent 
upsurge  of  anti-immigrant  attacks  in 
townships  throughout  the  country,  which 
have  pitted  the  poor  against  the  most  vul- 
nerable and  desperate  in  a struggle  over 
pitiful  crumbs  from  the  capitalists. 

Immediately  after  carrying  out  the 
mass  firings,  Implats  announced  that  it 
would  begin  rehiring  striking  workers  on 
a case-by-case  basis  at  downgraded  con- 
ditions. This  is  a lactic  to  not  only  break 
the  strike,  but  also  slash  wages  and  weed 
out  suspected  union  militants.  Some  of  the 
sacked  workers  we  talked  with  had  been 
working  for  the  company  almost  40  years 
and  are  only  a few  years  away  from  retire- 
ment— for  them  this  deal  could  be  flat-out 
robbery.  While  the  workers  have  vowed  not 
to  accept  anything  short  of  reinstatement 
under  their  previous  conditions  and  terms 
of  employment,  the  NUM  leaders  have 
assisted  the  Implats  bosses’  blatant  strike- 
breaking maneuver  by  trying  to  convince 
striking  workers  to  apply  for  rehiring. 

This  is  a tactic  which  the  bosses  are 
increasingly  using  to  break  strikes.  As  the 
bourgeoisie’s  paper  Business  Day  (8  Feb- 
ruary) put  it  in  an  article  about  the  trend  of 
mass  firings  and  rehirings:  "This  enables 
the  company  to  stop  a strike  swiftly  and 
decrease  its  workforce,  and  cut  costs."  In 
May  2011,  the  world’s  third-largest  plati- 
num producer,  Lonmin,  fired  9,000  work- 
ers— who  were  also  NUM  members — 
and  then  offered  to  rehire  them  as  "new" 
employees.  This  followed  an  industrial 
action  started  following  a union  branch 
leadership  dispute.  At  Lonmin  the  NUM 
bureaucracy  also  treacherously  sided 
with  the  bosses  against  the  union’s  own 
members,  with  NUM  spokesman  Lesiba 
Seshoka  grotesquely  declaring,  "Unfor- 
tunately, the  company  cannot  have  such 
people  and  has  to  let  them  go."  Recently, 
some  300  bus  drivers  for  the  Gautrain 
service  were  sacked  in  Johannesburg  fol- 
lowing a wildcat  strike,  with  the  bureauc- 
racy of  the  South  African  Transport  and 
Allied  Workers  Union  siding  with  the 
company  against  striking  workers. 

Expropriate  the  Mines! 

For  a Black-Centered 
Workers  Government! 

The  mining  sector  has  seen  a substan- 
tial amount  of  labour  unrest  in  the  past 
period  and  the  bureaucrats  are  fearful  that 
such  an  environment  can  threaten  "busi- 
ness as  usual."  As  the  largest  affiliate  of 
the  biggest  union  federation  COSATU, 
the  NUM  is  a key  strategic  union  that — 
with  its  hands  on  the  economy’s  central 
resources  of  gold,  diamonds,  platinum, 
coal  and  electricity  generation — has  the 
social  power  to  bring  the  economy  to  a 
standstill.  With  a bold,  revolutionary  lead- 
ership pursuing  an  independent  working- 
class  policy,  this  power  could  also  be  used 
to  rip  the  mines  and  mining  capital  out 
of  the  hands  of  the  bloodsucking  mining 
bosses  like  Implats,  and  to  begin  running 
the  economy  on  a socialist  basis,  with  the 
aim  of  serving  the  needs  of  the  working 
people.  Expropriating  the  mines  could 
have  a huge  impact  in  helping  to  lift  the 
majority  out  of  misery  and  poverty,  but 
tor  this  it  must  be  linked  to  establishing 
workers  control  and  economic  planning 
throughout  the  country  through  a black- 
centred  workers  government.  This  has  noth- 
ing in  common  with  bourgeois  nationalisa- 
tion schemes  like  those  advanced  by  Julius 
Malema  and  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
ANC  Youth  League. 

The  fight  for  a black-centred  workers 
government  requires  a revolutionary  van- 
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Crisis... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

on  historical  development,  at  the  same 
time  as  it  creates  its  own  gravedigger,  the 
proletariat. 

Day  in  and  day  out.  the  proletariat  con- 
tinues to  produce.  It  cannot  use  its  own 
labour  to  get  ahead  as  a class,  because  it 
is  only  paid  what  is  necessary  to  allow  it 
to  continue  producing.  Everything  neces- 
sary to  get  ahead  goes  to  the  capitalists.  As 
Marx  put  it:  "If  the  silk  worm  were  to  spin 
in  order  to  continue  its  existence  as  a cater- 
pillar. it  would  be  a complete  wage-worker." 

As  capitalism  develops,  the  bourgeoisie 
amasses  more  and  more  capital.  Technol- 
ogy advances.  Machinery  becomes  more 
and  more  sophisticated  and  extensive  and 
labour  productivity  rises.  The  capital- 
ist devotes  an  increasingly  large  ratio  of 
his  wealth  toward  acquiring  machinery, 
and  a correspondingly  declining  ratio 
toward  employing  workers.  In  Marx’s 
words,  the  organic  composition  of  capital 
increases.  The  effect  of  this  is  contradic- 
tory. On  one  hand,  the  rate  of  exploitation 
increases.  On  the  other  hand,  the  rate  of 
profit  decreases.  That’s  the  dilemma  the 
capitalist  faces.  Even  if  he  ratchets  up  the 
rate  of  exploitation,  the  rate  of  profit  still 
tends  to  go  down.  That  is  why  the  capital- 
ist has  no  future.  Let’s  take  a closer  look. 

Say  you’ve  got  your  engineering  degree 
and  you’re  looking  for  a job  in  your  field. 
Off  you  go  to  the  Celestica  factory  at  Don 
Mills  and  Eglinton  to  pave  the  informa- 
tion superhighway,  one  transistor  at  a time, 
for  $1 1.75  an  hour  on  six-month  contracts 
with  no  benefits.  (And  your  boss  can  call 
you  a few  hours  before  your  shift  starts  to 
tell  you  to  stay  home  without  pay.) 

So  there  you  are  with  your  co-workers 
paving  the  information  superhighway  with 
these  transistors;  array  enough  together  in 
the  right  way  and  you  get  a flip-flop,  an 
edifice  of  the  binary  logic  used  on  a grand 
scale  in  computers.  It’s  nowhere  near  as 
glamorous  as  it  sounds  in  Wired  magazine 
or  those  trendy  post-Marxist  academic 
seminars.  Away  you  work.  Eventually, 
the  company  replaces  the  soldering  irons 
that  each  of  you  uses  with  a wave  solder 
machine.  A chunk  of  your  co-workers  gets 
laid  off.  You’re  producing  way  more  circuit 
boards  than  before,  only  your  wage  is  the 
same.  Since  most  of  your  friends  were  laid 
off,  the  company’s  spending  on  wages  has 
gone  way  down.  The  rate  of  exploitation 
overall  has  increased  astronomically.  Good 
times  for  the  capitalist,  right?  Not  so  fast. 

At  first,  the  company  will  have  an 
advantage  over  its  competitors.  Soon,  how- 
ever, that  new  machinery  will  become  the 
standard  across  the  industry.  Even  though 
the  rate  of  exploitation  has  gone  up,  the 
rate  of  profit  will  go  down.  It  all  comes 


back  to  labour  being  the  sole  source  of 
value.  One  capitalist  can  sell  another  capi- 
talist a machine,  but  that  exchange  does 
not  increase  the  total  amount  of  value 
in  the  economy.  The  value  just  changes 
hands.  It's  only  once  the  capitalist  pur- 
chases labour  power,  and  consumes  it  by 
having  the  worker  do  his  job,  that  any 
new  value  is  added  to  the  economy.  The 
lower  the  ratio  of  the  capitalist’s  wealth 
that  is  spent  on  wage  labour,  the  lower 
is  the  ratio  of  surplus  value  to  his  total 
expenses.  More  and  more  of  his  wealth 
gets  tied  up  in  replacing  and  maintain- 
ing machinery — what  Marx  evocatively 
termed  "dead  labour." 

As  I said,  the  rate  of  exploitation  is 
going  up.  but  the  rate  of  profit  is  going 
down.  The  capitalist  does  not  resign  him- 
self to  that  fate  peacefully,  however.  He 
panics  and  slashes  wages  like  a madman, 
doing  whatever  he  can  to  transfer  the 
burden  of  his  decaying  system  onto  the 
backs  of  the  people  he  exploits.  When  that 
capitalist  can  no  longer  produce  at  a com- 
petitive rate  of  profit,  he  simply  ceases  to 
produce.  He  throws  his  workers  onto  the 
street.  Like  Malcolm  X said  of  the  slave 
master,  he  worked  them  like  dogs  and 
dropped  them  in  the  mud.  Production  is 
in  chaos.  The  empty  factories  rust. 

Once  the  slave  escapes  his  master,  he 
is  no  longer  a slave;  once  the  serf  gets  his 
plot  of  land,  he  is  no  longer  a serf.  But 
even  after  the  proletarian  punches  his 
time  card  for  the  final  time  and  quits  (or 
loses)  his  job,  he  remains  a proletarian. 
The  modern  slave,  the  wage  slave,  is  slave 
to  the  entire  capitalist  class.  The  proletar- 
iat cannot  escape  this  exploiting  class  but 
must  overthrow  it  in  its  entirety,  world- 
wide. and  in  so  doing  liberate  everyone 
who  is  oppressed  by  capitalism. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

What  has  been  placed  on  the  agenda  is 
proletarian  revolution,  even  if  this  seems 
far  off  today.  We  look  above  all  to  the  leg- 
acy of  the  Russian  Revolution.  As  Trotsky 
noted  about  the  early  years  of  the  Soviet 
Union: 

"Socialism  has  demonstrated  its  right  to 
victory,  not  on  the  pages  of  Das  Kapi- 
tal,  but  in  an  industrial  arena  comprising 
a sixth  part  of  the  earth’s  surface — not 
in  the  language  of  dialectics,  but  in  the 
language  of  steel,  cement  and  electricity. 
Even  if  the  Soviet  Union,  as  a result  of 
internal  difficulties,  external  blows  and 
the  mistakes  of  its  leadership,  were  to 
collapse — which  we  firmly  hope  will  not 
happen — there  would  remain  as  an  ear- 
nest of  the  future  this  indestructible  fact, 
that  thanks  solely  to  a proletarian  revolu- 
tion a backward  country  has  achieved  in 
less  than  ten  years  successes  unexampled 
in  history.” 

— The  Revolution  Betrayed  (1936) 

We  Trotskyists  fought  against  the 
Stalinist  degeneration  of  the  USSR,  and 


against  its  final  counterrevolutionary  col- 
lapse in  1991-92.  Nevertheless,  that  col- 
lapse did  occur,  and  the  ideologues  of  the 
bourgeoisie  have  done  everything  they 
can  to  bury  the  lessons  of  the  October 
Revolution,  which  remains  our  model. 

The  key  political  instrument  for  vic- 
tory is  the  revolutionary  vanguard  party 
as  developed  by  Lenin.  Trotsky  explained: 
"The  class,  taken  by  itself,  is  only  mate- 
rial for  exploitation.  The  proletariat  as- 
sumes an  independent  role  only  at  that 
moment  when  from  a social  class  in  itself 
it  becomes  a political  class  for  itself.  This 
cannot  take  place  otherwise  than  through 
the  medium  of  a party.  The  party  is  that 
historical  organ  by  means  of  which  the 
class  becomes  class  conscious"  ("What 
Next?  Vital  Questions  for  the  German  Pro- 
letariat,” 1932).  We  seek  to  win  the  work- 
ing class,  starting  with  its  most  advanced 
layers,  to  understand  the  necessity  of 
sweeping  away  capitalist  rule  and  estab- 
lishing what  Marx  called  the  dictatorship 
of  the  proletariat.  That  is  the  only  road  to 
communism,  a global  high-tech  society 
of  material  abundance  where  classes,  the 
state  and  family  no  longer  exist,  and  where 
thereby  social  inequality  based  on  sex  is 
eradicated  and  the  social  significance  of 
race,  nation  and  ethnicity  abolished. 

Where  to  get  started?  We  come  full 
circle  to  the  question  of  what  to  do  con- 
cretely in  the  here  and  now.  We  can  now 
approach  that  question  scientifically,  from 
the  standpoint  of  the  historic  interest  of 
the  proletariat  as  a class.  We  can  avoid  the 
pitfall  of  do-gooder  moralism,  of  becom- 
ing, as  Lenin  warned,  “the  foolish  victims 
of  deception  and  self-deception  in  poli- 
tics," whether  in  the  form  of  right-wing 
religious  demagogy  or  social-democratic 
opportunism. 

The  class  consciousness  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  its  will  to  struggle  have 
been  greatly  undermined  by  the  social- 
democratic  misleadership  of  the  labour 
movement,  exemplified  by  the  New  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  Three  years  ago.  the  now- 
deceased  NDP  leader  Jack  Layton — 
who,  unlike  the  reformist  left,  we  do 
not  eulogize — called  on  workers  to  have 
the  “courage”  to  “take  a pay  cut  so  your 
friends  at  the  plant  can  keep  their  job.” 
This  is  one  of  many  reasons  why  we  said 
"No  vote  to  the  NDP”  in  the  May  fed- 
eral election,  and  we  say  so  again  for  the 
upcoming  Ontario  election. 

The  NDP  is  based  not  merely  on  a 
bad  set  of  ideas.  It  is  rooted  materially  in 
the  trade-union  bureaucracy  of  English 
Canada.  That  bureaucracy  expresses  the 
interests  of  a stratum  of  the  working  class 
that  Marxists  term  the  labour  aristocracy. 
Where  does  the  labour  aristocracy  come 
from?  It  lives  off  scraps  from  the  super- 
profits the  capitalists  in  imperialist  coun- 
tries tear  out  of  the  semicolonial  coun- 


tries. Thus,  to  Marxists,  it  was  no  surprise 
that  the  NDP  voted  with  both  hands  for 
NATO’s  war  on  Libya.  The  NDP  is  what 
Marx’s  close  collaborator  Friedrich  Engels 
called  a bourgeois  workers  party:  it  may 
be  linked  to  the  organizations  of  the  work- 
ing class,  but  it  is  thoroughly  pro-capitalist 
in  its  leadership  and  outlook. 

What  is  needed  is  something  com- 
pletely different:  a class-struggle  workers 
party  that  understands  that  the  interests  of 
the  capitalists  and  the  workers  have  noth- 
ing in  common.  Such  a party  would  be. 
in  Lenin’s  words,  a tribune  of  the  people, 
which  understands  that  the  working  class 
can  only  emancipate  itself  by  ultimately 
abolishing  all  forms  of  oppression. 

A revolutionary  workers  party  would 
intervene  into  the  class  struggle  as  the  most 
historically  conscious  and  advanced  ele- 
ment of  the  proletariat.  It  would  advocate 
Quebec  independence  to  oppose  the  domi- 
nant Anglo  chauvinism  and  get  the  stifling 
national  question  off  the  agenda,  making 
way  for  a higher  level  of  class  struggle.  It 
would  champion  free  abortion  on  demand 
and  fight  for  the  perspective  of  women’s 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution, 
including  among  the  more  backward  layers 
of  the  proletariat.  To  combat  mass  unem- 
ployment, it  would  demand  the  sharing  of 
available  work,  with  no  loss  of  pay,  and  a 
massive  program  of  public  works. 

To  unmask  the  exploitation,  robbery 
and  fraud  of  the  capitalist  owners  and  the 
swindles  of  the  banks,  a class-struggle 
workers  party  would  demand  that  the 
capitalists  open  their  books.  Raising  the 
call  for  the  expropriation  of  branches  of 
industry  vital  for  national  existence,  it 
would  explain  that  this  must  be  linked  to 
the  fight  for  the  seizure  of  power  by  the 
working  class,  as  against  the  reformist 
misleaders  for  whom  the  call  for  nation- 
alization is  merely  a prescription  for  bail- 
ing out  bankrupt  capitalist  enterprises. 
As  Trotsky  argued  in  opposition  to  the 
capitalists  and  their  reformist  agents  in 
the  Transitional  Program  (1938): 

"If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  satisfying 
the  demands  inevitably  arising  from  the 
calamities  generated  by  itself,  then  let 
it  perish.  ‘Realizability’  or  'unrealiza- 
bility’  is  in  the  given  instance  a question 
of  the  relationship  of  forces,  which  can  be 
decided  only  by  the  struggle.  By  means 
of  this  struggle,  no  matter  what  its  imme- 
diate practical  successes  may  be.  the 
workers  will  best  come  to  understand  the 
necessity  of  liquidating  capitalist  slavery.” 
That  is  the  task  to  which  we  of  the 
Trotskyist  League  and  the  Spartacus 
Youth  Clubs  are  dedicated.  In  the  trough 
of  the  reactionary  political  period  follow- 
ing the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union,  it’s 
a task  with  few  immediate  rewards.  But 
let’s  be  sober  and  scientific  about  this — 
there  is  an  overhead  to  historical  progress. 
And  on  the  grounds  of  that  necessity,  we 
urge  you  to  join  us  in  that  struggle.  ■ 


guard  party  basing  itself  on  the  complete 
political  and  organisational  independence 
of  the  proletariat  from  the  bourgeoisie.  We 
fight  to  build  such  a party  in  intransigent 
struggle  against  the  pro-capitalist  politics  of 
the  SACP  and  COSATU  misleaders,  win- 
ning militants  from  the  working-class  ranks 
to  a genuinely  communist  programme.  The 
class-collaborationist  policies  of  the  SACP 
and  COSATU  leaders  subordinate  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  workers  to  their  capitalist 
class  enemies  through  the  alliance  with  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  ANC.  These  labour 
reformists  shamelessly  exploit  the  weight  of 
national  oppression  of  the  black  majority 
in  order  to  sell  the  workers  this  treach- 
erous alliance  with  a party  of  the  class 
enemy.  This  is  what  the  programme  of 
"swelling  the  ranks  of  the  ANC"  and 
“the  ANC’s  leading  role  in  the  National 
Democratic  Revolution" — supported  by 
the  misleaders  of  both  COSATU  and 
SACP — is  all  about. 

The  continued  degradation  of  the  black 
majority  is  not  just  a trade-union  ques- 
tion that  can  be  resolved  through  fighting 
for  better  wages  and  other  improvements 
in  the  conditions  of  employment.  It  is 
inherent  in  the  very  structure  and  devel- 
opment of  the  South  African  capitalist 
system,  under  which  the  national  oppres- 
sion of  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 


population — the  black  masses — came  to 
be  carried  out  not  by  a foreign  colonial 
power,  but  by  a native  white  bourgeoisie 
tied  closely  to  the  Anglo-American  impe- 
rialists. The  white  supremacist  system  of 
apartheid,  whose  underlying  class  and 
social  structure  remains  in  place  today, 
was  in  a sense  a form  of  colonial  oppres- 
sion within  one  country.  And  the  purpose 
of  this  "colonial"  subjugation  is  for  the 
local  capitalists  and  imperialists  to  extract 
profits  from  the  superexploitation  of  the 
black  proletariat. 

The  peculiar  development  of  South 
African  capitalism,  resulting  in  the  almost 
complete  overlap  of  race  and  class,  pro- 
vides a certain  paradigm,  or  model,  for  the 
applicability  of  Leon  Trotsky’s  theory  of 
permanent  revolution.  The  capitalist  class 
is  dominantly  white  while  the  working 
class  is  overwhelmingly  black.  The  demo- 
cratic task  of  liberating  the  black  major- 
ity from  its  enslaved  and  degraded  condi- 
tion is  inextricably  linked  to  the  need  to 
overthrow  the  capitalist  system.  A black- 
ccntred  workers  government  would  not 
be  racially  exclusive — there  would  be  an 
important  role  and  full  democratic  rights 
for  coloureds,  Indians  and  other  Asians, 
and  those  whites  who  accept  a govern- 
ment centrally  based  on  the  black  work- 
ing people.  In  this  sense,  a black-centred 


workers  government  represents  liberation 
for  the  oppressed  coloured  and  Indian 
minorities  as  well. 

A black-centred  workers  government 
here  must  be  linked  to  the  toilers  through- 
out the  region  in  a socialist  federation 
of  Southern  Africa,  and  it  would  fight 
like  hell  to  extend  workers  power  to  the 
advanced  capitalist  countries — especially 
to  the  imperialist  centres  in  the  U.S., 
Western  Europe  and  Japan — where  the 


workers  are  currently  being  ravaged  by 
the  capitalist  economic  crisis  and  vicious 
austerity  attacks.  On  the  basis  of  interna- 
tional socialist  planning,  we  can  build  a 
truly  humane  society  where  the  brutality 
and  exploitation  associated  with  the  rule 
of  the  mining  magnates  and  imperialist 
bloodsuckers  are  a relic  of  the  past.  For 
a Leninist-Trotskyist  vanguard  party  as  a 
section  of  a reforged  Fourth  International, 
world  party  of  socialist  revolution!  ■ 
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Strikers  Defy  State  Repression,  Betrayal  by  Union  Tops 


South  Africa 


Platinum  Miners  Fight 

Mass  Firings 

Left:  Strikers  and  township  residents  confront  police  near  Impala  Platinum’s 
Rustenburg  mine,  February  16.  Right:  Striking  workers  outside  Implats  mine. 


FEBRUARY  25 — The  following  article 
is  reprinted  from  a 21  February  supple- 
ment to  Sparlacist  South  Africa , news- 
paper of  the  South  African  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist).  Our  comrades 
have  distributed  over  1.300  copies  of  the 
supplement  to  striking  mineworkers  who 
are  locked  in  a fierce  battle  over  wages 
and  working  conditions  at  an  Implats 
platinum  mine  some  60  miles  northwest 
of  Johannesburg. 

The  strikers  are  fighting  not  only  the 
bosses  and  the  capitalist  state  but  the 
leadership  of  the  National  Union  of  Mine- 
workers  and  the  COSATU  trade-union 
federation.  Four  days  ago,  COSATU  gen- 
eral secretary  Zwelinzima  Vavi  showed 
up  outside  Implats’  Number  Six  shaft  to 
demand  that  strikers  get  “‘Back  to  Work 
or  Else’,”  as  the  headline  in  South  Africa’s 
Mail  & Guardian  (24  February)  put  it. 
Vavi,  who  had  recently  tried  to  stop  a strike 
by  the  SADTU  teachers  union  in  Eastern 
Cape  province,  menacingly  reminded  the 
mineworkers  of  his  role  in  siding  with  the 
Volkswagen  bosses  in  Uitenhage  in  2000 
when  he  told  workers  to  end  their  “illegal" 
strike.  Such  treachery  is  part  and  parcel  of 
the  COSATU  bureaucracy’s  participation 
in  the  capitalist  Tripartite  Alliance  gov- 
ernment along  with  the  African  National 
Congress  (ANC)  and  the  South  African 
Communist  Party  (SACP). 

* * * 

spartacisT  SAFRICA^fr 

In  a vicious  strikebreaking  attack,  Impala 
Platinum  (Implats),  the  world’s  second- 
largest  platinum  producer,  sacked  a total 
of  17,200  striking  underground  workers 
between  late  January  and  early  February. 
The  workers,  employed  at  Implats'  mines 
in  Rustenburg,  North  West  province,  have 
refused  to  buckle  in  the  face  of  this  mas- 
sive intimidation  by  the  bosses.  They  have 
overwhelmingly  rejected  the  company’s 
attempt  to  break  the  strike  by  "rehiring” 
the  dismissed  workers  at  poorer  conditions. 

With  the  wildcat  strike  almost  a month 
old  and  causing  a loss  in  production  esti- 
mated at  R1.2  billion  [$154  million!,  the 
forces  of  the  capitalist  state  are  being 
mobilised  on  an  unprecedented  scale  to 
attack  the  workers  and  restore  the  flow  of 


profits  to  the  Implats  bosses.  Last  week, 
police  helicopters  and  tanks  with  water 
cannons  were  brought  in  to  quell  the 
upheaval,  which  had  extended  to  include 
solidarity  protests  by  the  community  of 
nearby  Freedom  Park.  A satellite  police 
station  was  torched,  roads  blockaded, 
and  even  the  army  had  to  be  mobilised 
to  prevent  workers  from  shutting  down 
one  of  the  mine  shafts.  Hundreds  of 
striking  workers  have  been  arrested  in 
recent  weeks.  An  article  on  the  Platinum 
Weekly  website  (17  February)  summed 
up  the  platinum  bosses'  attitude  with  the 
headline,  “Anarchy!  This  Is  WAR...” 

The  entire  labour  movement  has  a 
vital  interest  in  the  victory  of  the  striking 
Rustenburg  mineworkers — their  immedi- 
ate reinstatement  and  granting  of  full  wage 
demands  including  the  R9,000  across  the 
board  minimum,  with  all  other  previ- 
ously won  working  conditions  and  wage 
increases  honoured,  and  the  scrapping  of 
all  criminal  charges  and  other  reprisals 
for  actions  in  defence  of  the  strike.  If  the 
Implats  bosses  are  allowed  to  get  away  with 
this  assault — the  scale  of  which  is  unprec- 
edented in  recent  decades — it  will  only 
embolden  the  capitalist  bosses  and  their 
government  to  launch  a broader  offensive 
against  organised  labour.  What’s  needed  is 
hard  class  struggle  against  the  strikebreak- 
ing of  the  Implats  bosses  and  the  capitalist 
state,  mobilising  the  social  power  of  union 
workers  throughout  the  mining  and  manu- 
facturing sectors  in  labour  solidarity:  An 
injury  to  one  is  an  injury  to  all! 

Mineworkers  Revolt  Against  NUM 
Misleaders’  Collusion  with  Bosses 

From  the  beginning  of  the  struggle, 
the  workers  at  Implats  have  had  to  go  up 
against  the  bureaucracy  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM) — the 
largest  and  most  powerful  affiliate  of  the 
Congress  of  South  African  Trade  Unions 
(COSATU)  and  the  only  recognised  trade 
union  at  Implats.  The  strike  in  late  Janu- 


ary by  5,000  rock  drill  operators  was 
triggered  when  those  workers  discovered 
that  the  company  had  secretly  given  an 
18  percent  wage  increase  to  workers  in 
the  so-called  “miners"  pay  category,  who 
are  already  paid  much  higher  wages  than 
the  rock  drillers  and  others  in  lower  cat- 
egories. This  divide-and-rule  deal  was 
hatched  by  the  Implats  bosses  right  at 
the  end  of  a long,  bitter  round  of  wage 
negotiations  lasting  from  May  to  October 
2011,  during  which  the  company  pleaded 
bankruptcy  to  extort  concessions  from 
the  union  on  the  increases  in  the  workers’ 
miserably  low  wages  (meanwhile,  Implats 
has  now  reported  a 67  percent  increase  in 
headline  earnings  for  the  6-month  period 
ending  in  December  2011!). 

When  the  workers  approached  their 
union,  NUM  officials  said  they  did  not 
negotiate  the  secret  deal  but  were  merely 
informed  by  management  about  the  18 
percent  increase  for  “miners”  only.  The 
company  claimed  it  negotiated  the  deal 
with  NUM  officials.  In  any  case,  the 
union  members  were  angry  that  their 


leaders  had  kept  the  deal  a secret, 
strengthening  their  suspicion  that  the 
NUM  tops  were  colluding  with  man- 
agement behind  their  backs.  Workers 
who  spoke  to  Sparlacist  South  Africa 
reported  a long  history  of  frustration  with 
NUM  officials  who  consistently  fail  to 
represent  their  grievances,  either  “sweep- 
ing them  under  the  carpet"  or  keeping 
them  their  business  with  the  bosses  and 
failing  to  report  to  members.  When  NUM 
leaders  attempted  to  end  a wildcat  strike 
at  Implats  in  2009,  they  were  stoned  by 
workers  and  an  NUM  deputy  president 
apparently  lost  an  eye  in  the  process. 

When  they  went  on  strike  in  2012,  union 
members  elected  an  interim  committee  to 
represent  them  in  their  further  dealings 
with  the  company,  vowing  that  they  do  not 
want  anything  to  do  with  NUM  officials. 
But  the  company  has  refused  to  meet  with 
this  committee,  claiming  that  there  is  no 
one  to  negotiate  with  in  order  to  justify 
strong-arm  tactics  like  the  mass  firings 
to  break  the  strike.  Both  the  company 
and  NUM  officials  have  been  peddling 
the  line  that  the  strike  was  incited  by  a 
competing  union — the  Association  of 
Mineworkers  and  Construction  Union 
(AMCU),  which  split  from  the  NUM  in 
1998 — which  they  claim  is  challenging 
the  NUM’s  jurisdiction  and  “intimidat- 
ing” the  Implats  workers  into  striking. 

continued  on  page  10 
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February  21:  Top  COSATU  bureaucrat  Zwelinzima  Vavi  shows  up  in  Rusten- 
burg to  tell  defiant  miners  to  end  strike. 
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U.S./NATO  Troops  Out  Now! 


Afghanistan:  Women  Under 


Left:  Women  line  up  for  food  on  International  Women  s Day  (March  8)  in  Baghlan,  Afghanistan.  Right:  American  Marines  patrol  streets  in  Helmand  Province 
last  March. 


On  March  6,  two  days  before  Inter- 
national Women’s  Day,  Washington’s 
Afghan  puppet  president  Hamid  Karzai 
announced  that  he  had  approved  a new 
“code  of  conduct”  issued  by  the  Ulema 
Council  of  senior  Muslim  clerics.  This 
edict  legally  confines  women  to  their 
homes,  barring  them  from  going  out  with- 
out a male  guardian  or  mingling  with  men 
in  schools,  offices  or  markets.  It  also  offi- 
cially condones  wife-beating.  “Men  are 
fundamental  and  women  are  secondary.” 
said  the  statement,  which  Karzai  saluted 
as  “the  sharia  law  of  all  Muslims  and  all 
Afghans.” 

Throughout  the  past  ten  years  of  U.S. 
occupation,  Afghanistan  has  been  a living 
hell  for  women.  To  sell  their  predatory  war 
in  retribution  for  the  September  1 1 attacks, 
the  U.S.  and  its  NATO  allies  pointed  to 
the  crimes  against  women  under  the  then- 
ruling  Taliban,  pledging  that  an  American- 
led  takeover  would  bring  liberation.  After 
U.S.  forces  seized  control  of  the  country 
in  2002,  George  W.  Bush  proclaimed  that 
“today,  women  are  free."  In  reality,  the  U.S. 
rulers  merely  handed  power  to  another  wing 
of  the  anti-woman  fundamentalist  forces 
that  they  had  backed  against  the  Soviet 
Union  and  the  leftist  regime  of  the  People’s 
Democratic  Party  of  Afghanistan  (PDPA) 
from  the  late  1970s  to  the  early  ’90s. 

In  Afghanistan  today,  women  are  forced 
to  wear  the  suffocating  head-to-toe  burqa 
almost  everywhere.  The  sight  of  women 
begging  for  money  to  feed  their  starving 
families  is  commonplace  on  the  streets 
of  Kabul,  the  capital  city.  To  survive  or 
pay  off  debts,  families  sell  their  daughters 
in  marriage  or  to  the  many  brothels  serv- 


icing U.S.  troops  and  contractors.  More 
than  half  of  all  girls  are  forced  into  mar- 
riage before  the  age  of  16. 

There  is  a saying  in  Afghanistan  that 
a woman  belongs  either  to  her  husband’s 
house  or  to  her  grave.  Half  of  the  inmates 
at  the  Badam  Bagh  women’s  prison  in 
Kabul  have  been  imprisoned  for  years  for 
refusing  to  marry  or  for  fleeing  abusive 
husbands.  Returned  runaways  are  often 
shot  or  stabbed  by  family  members  in 
"honor  killings.”  Other  women  are  jailed 
for  being  victims  of  rape  or  assault.  For  a 


woman  in  Afghanistan,  any  sex  outside 
marriage  is  considered  a crime — includ- 
ing when  she  is  raped.  The  rapist,  mean- 
while, almost  always  goes  unpunished. 

Barely  a quarter  of  Afghan  girls  go  to 
school.  Religious  fanatics  attack  those 
who  do,  including  by  spraying  acid  in  their 
faces,  as  happened  at  a school  in  Kanda- 
har in  2008.  The  following  year,  the  edu- 
cation ministry  reported  that  nearly  500 
schools,  mostly  schools  for  girls,  had  been 
destroyed,  damaged  or  forced  to  close. 
Between  March  and  October  2010,  at  least 


126  students  and  teachers  were  killed. 
The  literacy  rate  for  women  is  12  percent, 
while  their  average  life  expectancy  is  44, 
some  24  years  below  the  world  average. 
To  escape  their  unbearable  lives,  many 
women  turn  to  suicide.  Even  according 
to  official  Afghan  statistics,  some  2,300 
women  and  girls  kill  themselves  every 
year — more  than  six  each  day.  The  most 
common  method  is  self-immolation  with 
cooking  oil. 

The  atrocities  endured  by  Afghan  women 
continued  on  page  10 


We  Said:  Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan! 


Paris  Match 

Left:  1979  Soviet  military  intervention  opened  road  to  emancipation  of  Afghan  women.  Right:  Young  Afghan 
women  in  civilian  brigade  took  up  arms  against  CIA-backed  mujahedin  during  Soviet  military  presence. 


Protest  State  Vendetta  Against 
Longview  ILWU  and  Its  Allies! 


In  our  article  “Lessons  of  the  Battle 
of  Longview”  (WV  No.  996,  17  Feb- 
ruary). we  addressed  the  fight  by  the 
International  Longshore  and  Warehouse 
Union  (ILWU)  Local  21  against  an  all- 
out  union-busting  attack  by  the  giant 
multinational  grain  conglomerate  EGT 
in  Longview,  Washington.  Backed  by 
forces  ranging  from  the  local  police  to 
the  federal  courts  and  the  armed  might 
of  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  EGT’s  aim  was 
to  drive  ILWU  Local  21  out  of  jobs  at  the 
port  the  union  has  worked  for  80  years. 
The  union  held  the  line  against  this  union- 
busting  offensive.  But  the  struggle  is  far 
from  over.  ILWU  members  and  their 
supporters  continue  to  be  subjected  to  a 
relentless  campaign  of  persecution  by  the 
courts,  cops  and  Cowlitz  County  District 
Attorney’s  office.  The  union  itself  is  fac- 
ing more  than  $300,000  in  fines  leveled 
at  the  behest  of  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board. 

In  the  course  of  their  battle  against  EGT, 
ILWU  members  and  their  allies  engaged 
in  the  kind  of  militant  labor  struggle  not 
seen  in  this  country  in  years.  In  retalia- 
tion, leaders  and  members  of  ILWU  Local 
21  were  met  by  a campaign  of  police  vio- 
lence, detentions  and  surveillance.  More 
than  200  arrests  were  made,  including 
several  on  felony  counts.  These  workers 


are  being  dragged  through  the  courts  with 
many  being  pressured  to  plead  guilty  to 
misdemeanors  or  face  more  serious  felony 
charges. 

Even  now,  after  a settlement  has  been 
reached  between  the  ILWU  and  EGT, 
Cowlitz  County  prosecutor  Susan  Baur, 
working  hand  in  glove  with  the  county 
sheriffs  department  and  local  police, 
continues  to  escalate  the  anti-union  ven- 
detta. New  charges,  including  felonies, 
are  being  manufactured  over  events  that 
occurred  many  months  ago.  This  vindic- 
tive prosecution  is  a shot  at  all  of  labor, 
aimed  at  creating  a chilling  effect  on  trade 
unionists  who  were  inspired  by  the  power 
ILWU  members  brought  to  bear  during 
their  fight  against  EGT’s  union-busting  in 
Longview. 

These  longshoremen  and  their  sup- 
porters fought  with  courage  and  deter- 
mination. Now  we  must  fight  for  them! 
The  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a non- 
sectarian,  class-struggle  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League,  has  written  a protest 
letter  to  the  Cowlitz  County  prosecutor 
demanding  that  all  charges  be  dropped 
immediately.  We  urge  unions,  both  nation- 
ally and  internationally,  as  well  as  all 
opponents  of  the  bosses'  war  against  the 
unions,  to  do  the  same. 


Bourgeois  Hypocrisy  on 
Women’s  Equality 

When  the  U.S.  launched  its  occupation  of 
Afghanistan  in  2001,  feminists  joined  gov- 
ernment spokesmen  in  covering  this  impe- 
rialist depredation  with  cynical  platitudes 
concerning  Afghan  women  who  are  horribly 
oppressed  by  Islamic  fundamentalist  forces. 

Those  forces  were  themselves  recipients  of 
U.S.  money  and  arms  in  the  1980s.  Bolshe- 
vik leader  V.l,  Lenin  punctured  such  bour- 
geois hypocrisy  in  an  article  marking  the 
advances  made  toward  women's  emancipation  in  the  two  years  following  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


In  words  bourgeois  democracy  promises  equality  and  freedom,  but  in  practice  not 
a single  bourgeois  republic,  even  the  more  advanced,  has  granted  women  (half  the 
human  race)  and  men  complete  equality  in  the  eyes  of  the  law,  or  delivered  women 
from  dependence  on  and  the  oppression  of  the  male. 

Bourgeois  democracy  is  the  democracy  of  pompous  phrases,  solemn  words,  lavish 
promises  and  high-sounding  slogans  about  freedom  and  equality . but  in  practice  all  this 
cloaks  the  lack  of  freedom  and  the  inequality  of  women,  the  lack  of  freedom  and  the 
inequality  for  the  working  and  exploited  people. 

Soviet  or  socialist  democracy  sweeps  away  these  pompous  but  false  words  and  declares 
ruthless  war  on  the  hypocrisy  of  “democrats.”  landowners,  capitalists  and  farmers  with 
bursting  bins  who  are  piling  up  wealth  by  selling  surplus  grain  to  the  starving  workers 
at  profiteering  prices. 

Down  with  this  foul  lie!  There  is  no  "equality,"  nor  can  there  be,  of  oppressed  and 
oppressor,  exploited  and  exploiter.  There  is  no  real  “freedom,"  nor  can  there  be.  so  long 
as  women  are  handicapped  by  men’s  legal  privileges,  so  long  as  there  is  no  freedom 
for  the  worker  from  the  yoke  of  capital,  no  freedom  for  the  labouring  peasant  from  the 
yoke  of  the  capitalist,  landowner  and  merchant. 

— V.  I.  Lenin,  “Soviet  Power  and  the  Status  of  Women,"  November  1919 
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Letters  demanding  that  all  charges  be 
dropped  and  fines  and  other  penalties 
rescinded  should  be  sent  to: 

Susan  Baur 

Cowlitz  County  Prosecuting  Attorney 

Hall  of  Justice.  Room  105 

312  SW  1st  Avenue 

Kelso,  WA  98626 

Fax:  (360)  414-9121 

Copies  should  be  sent  to: 

Governor  Christine  Gregoire 
P.O.  Box  40002 
Olympia,  WA  98504-0002 
Fax:  (360)  753-4110 

Washington  State  Attorney  General 
Rob  McKenna 
1125  Washington  Street  SE 
P.O.  Box  40100 
Olympia,  WA  98504-0100 
Fax:  (360)  664-0228 


Additional  copies  should  be  sent  to: 

President  Dan  Coffman, 

Executive  Board  and 
Members  of  ILWU  Local  21 
617  14th  Avenue 
Longview,  WA  98632 
Fax:  (360)  423-0642 
E-mail:  ilwu21@iinet.com 

President  Robert  McEllrath,  IEB 
and  Coast  Committeemen 
ILWU  International 
1188  Franklin  Street,  4th  Floor 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109-6800 
Fax:  (415)  775-1302 
E-mail:  Info@ilwu.org 

Partisan  Defense  Committee 

P.O.  Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station 

New  York,  NY  10013-0099 

Fax:  (212)  406-2210 

E-mail:  partisandefense@earthlink.net 


Tugboat  Unions 
Stood  By  ILWU 


In  our  last  article  on  the  labor  battle 
in  Longview  (WV  No.  996,  17  February), 
we  reported  that  the  Inland  Boatmen’s 
Union  (IBU)  was  “the  one  notable  and 
honorable  exception”  to  the  failure  of 
union  leaders  to  pledge  concrete  acts  of 
solidarity  with  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU)  Local  21 
in  its  battle  with  the  EGT  grain  consor- 
tium. The  IBU  had  refused  to  man  the 
tugs  required  to  take  the  first  grain  ship 
in  and  out  of  the  Columbia  River  port  of 
Longview,  Washington,  where  the  newly 
opened  EGT  grain  terminal  is  located. 


After  longshore  workers  approved  a 
contract  settlement  with  EGT,  a Work- 
ers Vanguard  sales  team  visiting  Wash- 
ington and  Oregon  port  cities  learned 
from  a Seattle  ILWU  official  that  the 
Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots  (MMP)  union 
organizes  tug  and  barge  workers  on 
the  Columbia  River.  WV  subsequently 
confirmed  that  both  the  MMP  and  the 
IBU  man  tugs  on  the  river  and  refused 
in  advance  to  tow  the  EGT  ship  when  it 
called  at  the  grain  terminal.  The  MMP 
deserves  credit  for  this  elementary  act  of 
labor  solidarity.  ■ 


Spartacist  Forum 


Egypt  and  the  Struggle  for 
Women’s  Liberation 


Speaker:  Amy  Rath,  editor  of  Women  and  Revolution 


SAN  FRANCISCO 


Saturday,  March  31 , 3 p.m. 


The  Women's  Building,  3543  18th  St 
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Full  Citizenship  Rights  for  All  Immigrants! 


Berkeley:  Latino  Unionists 
Fired  in  Desktop  Raid 
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Left:  GMP  union  members  at  Pacific  Steel  Casting  striking  for  benefits  and  higher  pay,  22 
March  2011.  Above:  February  17  march  in  support  of  steel  workers  fired  in  anti-immigrant 
sweep. 


More  than  400  people,  including  union- 
ists and  Occupy  activists,  joined  a Febru- 
ary 17  march  in  Berkeley  in  support  of 
over  200  unionized  Latino  workers  who 
were  fired  following  a “desktop  raid" 
computer  check  of  social  security  numbers 
by  Immigration  and  Customs  Enforce- 
ment (I.C.E.).  The  majority  of  these  work- 
ers, members  of  Glass,  Molders,  Pottery, 
Plastics  and  Allied  Workers  (GMP)  Local 
164B,  had  worked  at  the  West  Berkeley 
plant  of  Pacific  Steel  Casting  for  anywhere 
from  5 to  20  years.  With  the  cloud  of  pos- 
sible deportation  hanging  over  their  heads, 
these  workers  are  barred  from  applying  for 
other  jobs  and  collecting  unemployment 
benefits,  while  their  health  insurance  ben- 
efits have  been  cut  off. 

Jesus  Navarro,  who  had  worked  at 
Pacific  Steel  for  14  years,  had  been  at  the 
top  of  the  list  for  a kidney  transplant  at 
the  University  of  California  San  Fran- 
cisco (UCSF)  medical  center  when  he  was 
fired.  But  he  found  himself  denied  this 
lifesaving  operation,  even  though  a donor 
was  available  and  he  had  kept  his  health 
insurance  by  paying  $1,100  a month. 
UCSF  argued  that  it  wouldn’t  foot  the 
bill  if  this  “illegal”  immigrant  was  denied 
government  assistance  for  post-surgery 
care  or  lost  his  health  insurance.  This 
literal  death  sentence  was  only  reversed  in 
the  face  of  a massive  outcry,  including  a 
protest  petition  signed  by  140,000  people. 

In  a statement  to  the  Berkeley  protest, 
the  Pacific  Steel  bosses  hypocritically 
declared  their  support  for  “a  peaceful 
expression  of  frustration  with  the  policies 
and  actions  of  the  federal  government.” 
They  went  on  to  “strenuously  object  to 
criticism  that  the  company  was  in  any 
way  complicit”  in  the  firings.  The  work- 
ers say  otherwise.  Speaking  at  the  rally, 
one  of  the  fired  workers.  Ana  Castano, 
told  protesters  that  the  company  began 
hiring  new  workers  early  last  year  amid 
contract  negotiations  with  the  union.  The 
I.C.E.  audit  of  the  social  security  num- 
bers of  the  workforce,  which  was  aimed 
at  driving  out  undocumented  workers, 
began  in  February  2011.  A month  later, 
the  union  went  on  strike  for  three  days 
over  health  care  benefits  and  wages,  forc- 
ing Pacific  Steel  to  acquiesce  to  most 
of  their  demands.  But  in  October,  the 
company  began  firing  workers — most  of 
them  active  participants  in  the  strike — in 
groups  of  20  at  a time. 

Despite  the  evident  complicity  of  Pacific 
Steel  in  getting  rid  of  these  workers,  Igna- 
cio De  La  Fuente,  the  International  Vice- 


President  of  their  union,  declared  that 
“the  company  had  no  choice"  in  the  fir- 
ings, arguing  that  the  Obama  administra- 
tion was  ramping  up  such  raids  because 
“it’s  a presidential  election  year."  More 
than  1.2  million  people  have  been  de- 
ported under  the  Obama  administration, 
the  highest  number  in  more  than  50  years. 
De  La  Fuente  is  himself  a Democratic 
Party  Oakland  City  Council  member,  and 
one  notorious  for  his  support  to  the  racist 
Oakland  cops  who  run  amok  in  the  ghet- 
tos and  barrios.  He  has  led  the  charge  in 
City  Council  meetings  for  greater  police 
repression  of  Occupy  Oakland  after  ear- 
lier accusing  them  of  engaging  in  “domes- 
tic terrorism,”  even  as  some  Occupy  activ- 
ists have  taken  up  the  cause  of  the  Pacific 
Steel  workers. 

Not  surprisingly,  De  La  Fuente  has  not 
gone  to  bat  for  the  immigrant  members  of 
his  own  union.  Other  than  filing  a com- 
plaint with  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board,  the  GMP  leadership  has  barely 
lifted  a finger  in  defense  of  the  fired  work- 
ers. At  first,  the  union  tops  insultingly 
offered  to  provide  them  with  “rice,  beans 
and  tortillas”  (and  even  that  was  never  ful- 
filled). Not  one  GMP  official  was  present 
at  the  recent  Berkeley  protest  or  a Decem- 
ber rally  in  defense  of  the  workers. 

De  La  Fuente  is  the  literal  embodi- 
ment of  the  labor  bureaucracy’s  subor- 
dination of  the  unions  to  the  Democratic 
Party,  which  no  less  than  the  Republicans 
represents  the  interests  of  the  capitalist 
class  enemy.  The  200  Latino  immigrants 
thrown  out  of  their  jobs  by  Obama’s 
I.C.E.  police  are  part  of  the  growing 
army  of  working  people  whose  lives  have 
been  destroyed  by  the  labor  misleaders’ 
alliance  with  the  Democrats. 

Hoping  to  win  back  disillusioned 
Latino  voters,  Obama  is  now  promis- 
ing to  “ease  the  transition"  to  citizen- 
ship for  undocumented  immigrants  and 
their  families.  But  while  the  Republicans 
scream  that  this  is  a “backdoor  amnesty," 
the  truth  is  that  the  Obama  administra- 
tion has  outdone  the  Bush  Republican 
regime  not  only  in  deportations  but  also 
in  busting  up  immigrant  families  with 
U.S.-born  children.  Between  1998  and 
2007,  only  8 percent  of  those  deported 
were  parents  of  U.S.  citizens;  in  the  first 
half  of  2011  they  totaled  22  percent.  The 
Democratic  Party  president  has  also 
vastly  expanded  Bush’s  "Secure  Commu- 
nities" program,  a federal  dragnet  whose 
purpose  is  to  round  up  immigrants  as 
suspected  “criminals”  for  detention  and 


possible  deportation.  Under  this  pro- 
gram, even  Latinos  who  are  U.S.  citi- 
zens have  been  kept  in  jail  for  the  most 
minor  offenses,  with  many  held  for  days 
before  they  are  allowed  to  contact  any- 
one. Immigration  detention  centers  are 
a living  hell,  with  widespread  reports  of 
abuse,  beatings  and  rapes,  leading  many 
to  sign  deportation  papers  just  to  get  out. 

The  Obama  administration  cynically 
packages  the  “desktop  raids,”  like  that 
at  Pacific  Steel,  as  going  after  “unscru- 
pulous employers.”  But,  as  an  article  by 
David  Bacon  titled  "Increasing  Reliance 
on  Guest  Worker  Programs"  (cipamericas. 
org,  14  January)  pointed  out,  the  raids  are 
often  aimed  at  unions  and  their  supporters: 
"The  DHS  (Department  of  Homeland 
Security)  workplace  enforcement  wave  is 
focusing,  not  on  low-wage  employers,  but 
on  high  wage  and  often  unionized  ones. 
There  is  a long  history  of  anti-union  ani- 
mus among  immigration  authorities. 
Agents  have  set  up  roadblocks  before 
union  elections  in  California  fields,  con- 
ducted raids  during  meatpacking  or- 
ganizing drives  in  North  Carolina  and 
Iowa,  audited  janitorial  employers  and 
airline  food  plants  prior  to  union  con- 
tract negotiations,  and  helped  companies 
terminate  close  to  a thousand  apple  pack- 
ers when  they  tried  to  join  the  Teamsters 
Union  in  Washington  state....  Deporta- 
tions, firings  and  guest  worker  programs 
all  make  labor  cheaper  and  union  organ- 
izing harder.” 

The  capitalist  rulers  are  getting  away 
with  such  attacks  thanks  to  the  treachery 
of  the  labor  tops.  A statement  building 
for  the  February  17  Berkeley  rally  noted 
that  these  workers  “feel  abandoned  by 
their  union.”  And  they  have  been.  Such 
betrayals  only  further  open  the  door  for 


the  bosses  to  use  undocumented  immi- 
grants as  a club  against  the  unions  and  to 
heighten  the  increasingly  brutal  exploita- 
tion of  all  of  labor. 

Defense  of  immigrants  is  of  vital  im- 
portance for  the  defense  and  revitalization 
of  the  unions.  There  will  be  no  effec- 
tive resistance  to  the  immiseration  of 
the  working  people  without  the  unity  in 
struggle  of  the  multiracial  labor  move- 
ment and  the  black  and  Latino  poor.  Such 
unity  was  crucial  to  the  successful  2008 
union  organizing  of  the  massive  Smith- 
field  pork  processing  plant  in  Tar  Heel, 
North  Carolina,  after  a 15-year  battle. 
What  we  need  is  a class-struggle  fight 
against  deportations  and  workplace  raids 
and  a drive  to  organize  immigrant  work- 
ers into  the  unions  with  full  rights  and 
protections.  A fighting  labor  movement 
would  inscribe  on  its  banner  the  call  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants! 

Latino  and  other  immigrant  workers 
often  bring  militant  traditions  from  their 
countries  that  can  serve  as  a catalyst  for 
class  and  other  social  struggles  as  well 
as  providing  a human  bridge  to  workers 
internationally.  Out  of  such  struggles  the 
basis  can  be  laid  for  ousting  the  sellout 
labor  misleaders  and  forging  a new  class- 
struggle  leadership  of  the  unions.  Our  aim 
as  Marxists  is  to  advance  the  solidarity 
and  consciousness  of  the  entire  working 
class — black,  white.  Latino;  native-born 
and  foreign-born — in  the  struggle  to  build 
a workers  party  in  opposition  to  all  the  par- 
ties of  capitalist  class  rule.  A revolutionary 
internationalist  workers  party  is  the  neces- 
sary instrument  to  lead  the  working  class 
in  the  fight  for  its  own  class  rule.  ■ 
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Labor  Government  Backs 
Anti-Union  Attacks  at  Qantas 


Australia 

The  following  article,  datelined  Decem- 
ber 20.  is  reprinted  from  Australasian 
Spartacist  No.  215  (Summer  2011/12), 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacist  League  of 
Australia.  In  the  latest  round  of  an  ongo- 
ing assault  against  the  unionized  work- 
force at  Qantas,  the  airline’s  management 
announced  on  February  16  that  they 
intend  to  cut  a further  500  engineering, 
maintenance  and  catering  jobs,  with  the 
possibility  of  many  more  to  come.  These 
job  cuts  occur  in  the  context  of  the  contin- 
ued ban  on  industrial  action  by  two  prin- 
cipal Qantas  unions  that  was  imposed  by 
the  federal  Australian  Labor  Party  (ALP) 
government’s  workplace  relations  tribu- 
nal. One  of  the  three  unions  that  had  been 
involved  in  the  dispute,  the  Australian 
Licensed  Aircraft  Engineers  Association, 
cut  a deal  with  Qantas  in  December. 

Far  from  taking  up  the  fight  to  defend 
jobs,  the  pilots  union  has  ruled  out  “any 
stop-work  action  for  long-haul  pilots  in 
2012."  For  its  part,  the  Transport  Work- 
ers Union  issued  a February  23  statement 
declaring,  "An  Australian  Icon  such  as  the 
Flying  Kangaroo  deserves  the  best  work- 
force to  keep  Australian  skies  safe.  TWU 
will  keep  up  the  fight  to  retain  quality 
Jobs  in  Australia.  Only  then  Qantas  can 
still  call  Australia  home.”  Bowing  to  the 
bosses’  state  and  peddling  nationalist 
protectionism  stand  counterposed  to  the 
necessity  for  international  class  struggle 
against  the  profit-gouging  airline  bosses. 

* * * 

SPARTACIST  H 


After  months  of  bitter  negotiations  with 
the  Australian  Licensed  Aircraft  Engi- 
neers Association  (ALAEA),  Australian 
and  International  Pilots  Association 
(AIPA)  and  the  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU).  at  5 p.m.  on  29  October  Qantas 
CEO  Alan  Joyce  grounded  the  airline’s 
entire  domestic  and  international  fleet 
while  threatening  a lockout  if  unions  did 
not  accede  to  management’s  push  to  slash 
at  least  1.000  jobs  and  drive  down  labour 
costs.  Not  satisfied  with  an  increase  in 
pre-tax  profits  of  more  than  $550  mil- 
lion (US$577  million]  last  financial  year, 
and  having  just  received  a hefty  $2  mil- 
lion pay  increase,  Joyce  carried  out  this 
union-busting  act  as  a deliberate  ploy  to 
bring  about  the  intervention  of  the  federal 
ALP  government  and  a ban  on  all  indus- 
trial action  at  Qantas. 

Qantas  management’s  actions  in  shut- 
ting down  the  airline  have  been  compared 
to  media  mogul  Rupert  Murdoch’s  attack 
on  the  British  print  unions  in  1986,  and 
the  attack  on  the  Maritime  Union  of  Aus- 
tralia (MUA)  in  1998,  when  Patrick  Ste- 
vedores boss,  Chris  Corrigan,  sacked  the 
unionised  workforce  and  replaced  them 
with  scabs.  Reminiscent  of  the  tactics 
employed  in  the  Patrick  dispute,  Qantas 
has  been  training  an  Australian-based 
strikebreaking  force  of  baggage  handlers 
and  ground  staff  in  Los  Angeles  and 
locally.  In  their  insatiable  thirst  for  ever- 
greater  profits,  the  Qantas  bosses'  goal  is 
to  break  this  historically  highly  union- 
ised workforce,  if  not  smash  the  unions 
outright.  And  in  Qantas  chairman  Leigh 
Clifford,  they  have  their  perfect  anti- 
union crusader. 

For  years,  the  execrable  Clifford  directed 
Rio  Tinto’s  campaign  to  destroy  union 
power  in  the  mining  sector  and  impose 
individual  contracts  on  workers.  This 
included  the  1997  battle  at  the  New 
South  Wales  (NSW]  Hunter  Valley  No.  1 
Coalmine,  which  resulted  in  a defeat  for 


the  mining  and  maritime  unions,  not  least 
due  to  the  treachery  of  the  Laborite  union 
tops  (see  “Hunter  Valley  Miners’  Strike 
Knifed  by  Union  Tops,"  Australasian 
Spartacist  No.  161,  Spring  1997).  This 
defeat  ultimately  paved  the  way  for  the 
broader  decimation  of  jobs  and  conditions 
in  the  mining  industry  and  the  assault  on 
the  MUA  in  1998. 

Far  from  the  necessary  hard  fought 
class-struggle  defence  of  jobs,  including 
strikes  and  pickets  to  shut  down  Qan- 
tas, the  pro-capitalist  union  tops  have 
pushed  nationalist  protectionist  poison 
while  acceding  to  the  federal  Labor  gov- 
ernment’s draconian  anti-union  laws  all 


ber  2011,  the  government  applied  for  an 
emergency  meeting  of  Fair  Work  Austra- 
lia (FWA),  the  national  workplace  rela- 
tions tribunal  established  to  enforce  the 
government’s  draconian  anti-union  laws. 
By  early  Monday  morning  FWA  had  done 
exactly  what  Qantas  knew  they  would  and 
banned  all  industrial  action  while  direct- 
ing both  parties  into  a 21 -day  negotiating 
period.  Obeisant  to  the  government  and 
the  bosses’  courts.  Unions  NSW  (statewide 
labor  federation]  immediately  cancelled  a 
rally  in  support  of  Qantas  workers  called 
for  later  that  day.  The  Australian  Council 
of  Trade  Unions  (ACTU)  misleaders  “wel- 
comed" the  termination  of  all  industrial 


Left:  Qantas  bosses 
Alan  Joyce  (standing) 
and  Leigh  Clifford 
grounded  all  Qantas 
flights  in  attempt 
to  bust  its  unions. 
Below:  Passengers 
stranded  at 
Singapore  airport. 


along  the  line.  In  late  June,  ALAEA  fed- 
eral secretary,  Steve  Purvinas,  offered  to 
mobilise  rostered-off  ALAEA  members 
as  strikebreakers  if  the  union  carried  out 
rolling  stoppages!  Purvinas  explained, 
"we  think  it  important  that  it  is  clear  that 
the  Australian  national  interest  would  be 
catered  for  with  our  campaign  by  making 
options  available  for  Qantas  to  avoid  dis- 
ruptions" (www.aviationbusiness.com.au, 
28  June  2011).  This  outrageous  proposal 
for  union  scabherding  was  never  put  into 
practice,  not  least  because  the  union  tops 
called  off  stoppages  planned  for  July. 

Indeed,  following  the  Qantas  shut- 
down, the  union  misleaders  boasted  how 
little  industrial  action  had  been  taken. 
In  a 30  October  2011  statement,  newly- 
elected  federal  ALP  vice-president  and 
TWU  national  secretary,  Tony  Sheldon, 
bragged  that  "TWU  members  have  taken 
a total  of  eight  hours  industrial  action 
throughout  the  course  of  this  dispute 
over  eight  months  of  negotiations.”  A day 
later  AIPA  president.  Barry  Jackson,  de- 
clared on  the  ABC  Lateline  program 
that  pilots  "were  taking  very  low-range 
industrial  action,  wearing  red  ties  and 
making  positive  PAs  (public  announce- 
ments]....” Such  abject  grovelling  only 
serves  to  embolden  the  bosses  to  step  up 
their  attacks. 

Labor’s  ‘Fair  Work”  Arbitration 
Death  Grip 

Within  an  hour  of  Joyce  stranding  some 
70,000  passengers  worldwide  on  29  Octo- 


action. With  typical  class-collaborationist 
and  nationalist  zeal.  ACTU  secretary  Jeff 
Lawrence  declared: 

"Our  immediate  priority  now  is  to  work 
with  management  to  get  the  planes  back 
in  the  air.  but  then  we  will  approach 
negotiations  in  a genuine  spirit  of  con- 
ciliation and  expect  Qantas  management 
to  do  the  same. 

"The  key  issue  for  negotiation  is  the 
future  of  Qantas  jobs  in  Australia,  and 
there  must  be  a continuing  role  for  the 
government  during  these  talks  to  ensure 
job  security." 

— ACTU  website.  31  October  2011 
As  expected,  talks  between  the  unions 
and  management  collapsed  and  the  dis- 
pute was  directed  to  compulsory  arbi- 
tration. a graveyard  for  union  struggles. 
The  arbitration  courts  are  no  "indepen- 
dent umpire"  but  a part  of  the  capitalist 
state  apparatus,  which  straitjackets  union 
struggles  in  almost  every  sphere.  The 
meaning  of  the  unions’  acceptance  of 
forced  arbitration  was  captured  by  Mur- 
doch’s Australian,  which  gleefully  trum- 
peted on  25  November  201 1 that  Qan- 
tas would  now  be  “strike-free  for  four 
years.”  Down  with  compulsory  arbitra- 
tion! For  a class-struggle  fight  to  defend 
the  unions  against  the  ALP  government 
and  bosses’  FWA  union-busting! 

The  bourgeoisie  have  seized  on  the 
Qantas  dispute  to  increase  pressure  on 
the  minority  ALP  government  to  tighten 
its  anti-union  legislation  and  enforce  ear- 
lier state  intervention  against  unions  in 
industrial  disputes.  Meanwhile  bosses 
throughout  the  country  aim  to  emulate 


Qantas.  As  an  article  in  the  30  October 
201 1 Melbourne  Age  pointed  out,  "For 
the  many  Australian  companies  that  have 
been  wanting  to  destroy  unions  for  years, 
it  will  be  an  exciting  ride.” 

In  early  November  it  was  revealed  that 
the  Victorian  Liberal/National  Coalition 
government,  currently  in  dispute  with  the 
Australian  Nursing  Federation  (ANF) 
over  wages  and  staff-patient  ratios,  were 
planning  to  lock  out  nurses  “Qantas-style" 
if  they  took  part  in  industrial  action. 
In  contrast  to  the  Qantas  unions,  nurses 
twice  defied  FWA  rulings  and  continued 
industrial  action  that  closed  hospital  beds. 
After  the  third  FWA  ruling,  the  ANF  tops 
capitulated  to  the  anti-strike  judgment 
and  recommended  instead  a series  of 
impotent  lunchtime  “community  pickets" 
outside  hospitals. 

In  a further  escalation  of  the  anti-union 
attacks,  on  13  December  2011  stevedor- 
ing company  POAGS  locked  out  hundreds 
of  wharfies  at  Fremantle  and  Bunbury  in 
Western  Australia  and  Port  Kembla  in 
New  South  Wales,  in  response  to  MUA 
bans  and  stoppages  over  wages  and  safety 
conditions.  Chaired  by  union-buster  Chris 
Corrigan,  POAGS  helicoptered  in  man- 
agement scabs  over  the  pickets  of  strik- 
ing workers  at  Port  Kembla,  and  has 
reportedly  used  management  scabs  at 
Bunbury  and  contracted  out  work  at  Fre- 
mantle to  Patrick  Stevedores,  Corrigan’s 
former  company.  Almost  immediately 
upon  being  sworn  in  as  Labor’s  new  fed- 
eral workplace  relations  minister,  Bill 
Shorten  intervened  and  brokered  a deal 
for  the  MUA  and  POAGS  to  enter  four 
weeks  conciliation  before  FWA.  Bowing 
to  arbitration  and  FWA,  the  MUA  tops 
immediately  agreed  to  drop  all  indus- 
trial action.  Once  again,  due  to  the  union 
tops’  treacherous  reliance  on  the  courts, 
the  bosses  got  exactly  what  they  wanted. 
Commenting  that  the  company  would 
be  able  to  resume  normal  operations, 
POAGS  managing  director  declared  "We 
are  very  grateful  for  the  intervention  of 
the  minister  and  Fair  Work  Australia...” 

( Australian , 15  December  201 1). 

What  the  capitalists  can  get  away  with 
depends  on  the  outcome  of  class  strug- 
gle. Last  month  workers  at  the  Baiada 
Poultry  plant  in  the  Melbourne  suburb 
of  Laverton  struck  against  the  company’s 
employment  of  casual  labour  for  as  little 
as  $8  an  hour.  The  heavily  immigrant 
workforce,  organised  by  the  National 
Union  of  Workers,  shut  down  production 
with  a militant  picket  line  that  repelled 
police  and  scab  attempts  to  break  it.  This 
enabled  the  workers  to  win  site  rates  for 
all.  From  Qantas  to  the  waterfront,  from 
the  New  South  Wales  public  sector  to  Vic- 
torian nurses,  workers  are  eager  to  fight 
back  against  the  escalating  anti-union 
attacks.  The  chief  obstacle  to  bringing 
proletarian  power  to  bear  is  the  current 
misleadership  of  the  unions.  Committed 
to  preserving  capitalist  rule,  the  union 
tops  peddle  nationalist  poison  and  divert 
working-class  struggles  into  parliamen- 
tary and  legalistic  channels.  To  repel  the 
bosses'  growing  attacks  it  is  necessary  to 
mobilise  independently  of  the  capitalist 
state  and  intransigently  take  up  the  fight 
against  capitalist  oppression. 

It  is  necessary  to  forge  a leadership 
that  will  not  bow  to  the  bosses’  anti-union 
laws  and  arbitration  courts,  which  serve 
only  to  keep  workers’  struggles  firmly 
within  the  bounds  of  what  is  acceptable 
to  the  capitalist  ruling  class.  In  stark  con- 
trast to  the  existing  Laborite  union  mis- 
leaders, a class-struggle  leadership  would 
fight  to  win  workers  to  the  understand- 
ing that  the  capitalist  state — consisting 
at  its  core  ot  police,  prisons,  courts  and 
military— exists  to  enforce  the  rule  of 
the  bourgeoisie  who  grow  fat  from  the 
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profits  generated  by  the  exploitation  of 
workers  labour  power.  As  Russian  revo- 
lutionary leader  V.I.  Lenin  spelled  out  in 
his  1917  pamphlet.  State  and  Revolution, 
the  state  cannot  be  reformed  or  pressured 
into  acting  on  behalf  of  workers  and  the 
oppressed.  It  must  be  shattered  by  work- 
ers revolution  and  replaced  by  a workers 
state  that  expropriates  the  capitalist  class. 

The  ALP-loyal  union  bureaucracy  works 
hand  in  glove  with  their  Labor  parliamen- 
tary brethren.  The  ALP  is  a bourgeois 
workers  party.  While  it  has  a pro-capitalist 
leadership  and  program,  it  is  based  on  and 
organically  tied  to  the  trade  unions.  When 
in  power  the  ALP  rules  for  the  capitalists. 
It  was  entrusted  by  the  bourgeoisie  to  run 
Australia  during  both  imperialist  world 
wars  last  century.  In  1949  Labor  prime 
minister  Ben  Chifley  sent  troops  into  the 
mines  to  break  the  coal  strike.  Follow- 
ing in  Chifley 's  footsteps,  in  1989  the 
Hawke  Labor  government  embarked  on  a 
scabherding  operation  by  using  the  mili- 
tary against  the  pilots’  union.  In  political 
struggle  against  the  Laborite  union  tops, 
who  time  and  again  sell  out  workers’  inter- 
ests for  the  bosses’  profits,  the  SL/A  fights 
to  win  the  working-class  base  of  the  ALP 
away  from  its  pro-capitalist  leadership  in 
the  struggle  to  build  a multiracial  revolu- 
tionary workers  party. 

For  Class  Struggle  Against 
Union-Busting  “Outsourcing”! 

As  part  of  its  attempts  to  drive  down 
labour  costs  and  extract  various  conces- 
sions from  its  unionised  workforce,  over 
the  last  decade  Qantas  has  been  establish- 
ing new  airline  subsidiaries  where  work- 
ers are  paid  less  and  have  worse  condi- 
tions than  at  Qantas.  Such  is  the  case  at 
Jetstar,  Qantas’  low-fare  domestic  carrier, 
and  at  international  subsidiaries  includ- 
ing Jetstar  Asia  and  Jetstar  Pacific,  based 
in  Singapore  and  Vietnam  respectively, 
and  at  Jetconnect,  which  carries  passen- 
gers between  New  Zealand  and  Austra- 
lia. Hoping  to  gain  greater  access  to  the 
booming  intra-Asian  passenger  traffic, 
Qantas  has  also  declared  its  intention  to 
establish  a low-cost  premium  subsidiary 
airline  operation  out  of  Singapore,  or  a 
code-share  alliance  with  Malaysian  Air- 
lines operating  out  of  Kuala  Lumpur. 

In  Australia,  Qantas  is  increasingly 
using  cheap  contract  labour  to  work  over- 
time. This  is  a wedge  against  the  pay  and 
conditions  of  the  already  lowly-paid  per- 


manent staff  organised  by  the  TWU,  which 
represents  baggage  handlers  and  ramp  serv- 
ices staff,  including  caterers.  Recognising 
that  their  jobs,  wages  and  conditions  are 
increasingly  on  the  line,  AIPA  pilots  and 
TWU  workers  have  correctly  demanded 
those  employed  by  Qantas  subsidiaries, 
and  those  contracted  by  labour-hire  com- 
panies to  do  ground  service  work,  must  get 
the  same  wages  as  the  currently  unionised 
workers. 

A class-struggle  leadership  of  the  unions 
would  fight  to  organise  the  unorganised 
into  the  unions,  with  full  union  rates, 
conditions  and  responsibilities.  In  doing 
so  it  would  stand  opposed  to  the  parasitic 
labour-hire  companies  and  fight  for  trade- 
union  control  of  hiring  and  training.  This 
is  the  only  way  to  undercut  the  bosses’ 


attempts  to  manipulate  hiring  as  a tool 
to  divide  the  working  class  along  racial, 
national  and  religious  lines,  or  as  a means 
of  screening  out  pro-union  militants.  It  is 
crucial  to  the  unity  and  integrity  of  the 
working  class  that  unionised  permanent 
full-time  workers  champion  the  rights 
of  those  forced  into  contract  and  casual 
employment — disproportionately  women, 
immigrants  and  the  most  oppressed  layers 
of  the  class.  Such  a struggle  would  not 
only  reverse  the  decline  in  union  mem- 
bership but  draw  into  the  unions  new  and 
powerful  sources  of  fighting  strength. 
Recruiting  new  layers  of  immigrant  work- 
ers would  provide  a bridge  to  proletarian 
struggles  overseas,  not  least  in  the  inter- 
national airline  industry. 

It  is  also  vital  that  Qantas  workers, 
organised  in  multiple  unions,  overcome 
craftist  divisions  and  fight  for  "One  out! 
All  out!”  backed  by  mass  pickets  that 
no  one  dares  cross.  Against  the  Qantas 
bosses’  attempts  at  scabherding,  the  air- 
line unions  must  mobilise  jointly  and 
fight  in  defence  of  casual  workers  and  the 
unemployed,  bringing  them  onto  picket 
lines  and  into  the  unions.  This  is  how  the 
vitally  necessary  industrial  unions  will 
be  forged.  In  Australia  there  should  be  an 
industrial  union  of  airline  workers — from 
cleaners  to  pilots — who  are  organised  and 
fight  together  in  the  one  union. 

Capitalist  Attacks  on  Workers 
Jettison  Safety 

There  are  few  industries  in  which  the 
relationship  between  working  conditions, 
passenger  service  and  safety  is  as  direct 
as  it  is  in  air  transport.  The  savage  compe- 
tition inherent  to  capitalism  drives  airline 
companies  to  compromise  on  comfort 
and  safety  in  order  to  boost  their  bottom 
line.  Passengers  are  crowded  into  planes 
while  the  workers  handling  their  luggage, 
the  flight  attendants  serving  them  and 
the  maintenance  workers  and  pilots  are 
overworked  and  driven  to  exhaustion.  As 
Qantas  has  ramped  up  its  attacks  against 
the  unions  it  has  been  beset  by  a series 
of  frightening  and  potentially  deadly 
incidents. 

In  July  2008,  a Qantas  Boeing  747  car- 
rying almost  350  passengers  was  forced 
to  make  an  emergency  landing  in  Manila 
after  an  oxygen  tank  exploded  on  board 
and  ripped  a gaping  hole  in  the  fuselage 
the  “size  of  a mini-van.”  In  October  of 
the  same  year,  the  flight  computer  sys- 


tem on  a Qantas  A330-300  Airbus  carry- 
ing more  than  300  passengers  went  hay- 
wire and  the  plane  “dropped  like  a brick" 
plunging  toward  the  earth.  More  than  100 
people  were  injured,  14  seriously.  Report- 
edly, pilots  have  taken  to  calling  Qantas’ 
new  A380  Airbuses,  “scarebuses.”  A little 
more  than  a year  ago,  an  engine  on  a Qan- 
tas A380  Airbus  exploded  on  a flight  out 
of  Singapore,  forcing  Qantas  to  ground 
its  entire  fleet  of  these  superjumbo  jets. 
Then,  last  April,  an  A380  suffered  two 
tyre  blow-outs  on  landing  in  Sydney,  due 
to  a problem  with  its  brakes.  During  the 
dispute  Qantas  has  opposed  ALAEA’s 
demand  for  maintenance  checks  on  new 
aircraft  between  arrival  and  departure, 
declaring  these  unnecessary  because 
new  planes  have  an  electronic  system  that 
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30  September  2011:  Philippine  Air- 
lines (PAL)  ground  crew  workers  rally 
near  Manila  airport.  Placard  reads: 
“Protect  the  workers!  Stop  sacking  of 
PAL  workers!" 

alerts  the  airline  when  there  is  a problem. 
One  might  ask  who  checks  the  electronic 
systems?  It  is  in  the  direct  and  immedi- 
ate interests  of  passengers  and  airline 
workers  that  unions  fight  for  union  safety 
committees  with  the  power  to  shut  down 
unsafe  aircraft  and  airlines. 

Responding  to  Qantas’  push  to  “off- 
shore” maintenance  tasks,  ALAEA’s  Steve 
Purvinas  declared,  “We  know  that  the 
dramatic  increase  in  the  number  of  safety 
incidents  involving  Qantas  jets  coincides 
with  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  work 
that  is  no  longer  carried  out  in-house.”  The 
capitalists  will  exploit  cheaper  sources  of 
labour,  under  worse  conditions,  when  and 
wherever  they  can  get  it.  However  rather 
than  aiding  in  the  organisation  of  engi- 
neers in  other  countries  and  helping  them 
enforce  union-run  training  and  safety  reg- 
ulations, the  union  bureaucrats  here  have 
lined  up  to  promote  Qantas  as  a "national 
icon.”  Thus  they  appeal  to  parliament  to 
strengthen  the  1992  Qantas  Sale  Act  to 
compel  both  Qantas  and  its  subsidiaries 
to  retain  their  "main  operational  base”  in 
Australia. 

This  parliamentarist  belly-crawling 
and  “Australia-first”  protectionism  was 
summed  up  by  one  ALAEA  spokesman 
who  declared  more  than  a week  before  the 
Qantas  shutdown,  “If  the  Prime  Minister 
were  to  look  at  intervening  they  should 
look  at  the  Qantas  sale  act  and  should  be 
making  sure  the  Qantas  board  do  the  right 
thing  and  protect  Australian  jobs”  ( Her- 
ald Sun,  20  October  2011).  More  recently, 
in  the  gross  traditions  of  “White  Austra- 
lia,” TWUer  Tony  Sheldon  despicably 
railed  against  the  “Asianisation”  of  Qan- 
tas. Such  xenophobic,  chauvinist  poison, 
which  lines  workers  up  behind  their  own 
exploiters,  is  an  obstacle  to  organising 
the  multiracial  proletariat  in  defence  of 
jobs  and  conditions.  It  divides  the  inter- 
national working  class  and  is  thus  utterly 
suicidal  in  an  industry  that  is  international 
in  scope. 

On  19  December  2011  it  was  reported 
that  ALAEA  had  agreed  to  a deal  with 
Qantas  management  that  gives  engineers 
a piddling  three  percent  pay  rise  over  the 
next  three  years — effectively  a reduction 
in  real  wages — while  allowing  the  air- 
line to  cut  costs  and  weaken  conditions. 
“Hand-in-hand"  with  Qantas  manage- 
ment on  the  agreement,  the  union  tops 
claim  the  deal  will  “secure  the  jobs  of 
our  members  on  shore”  and  retain  the 
practice  of  licensed  engineers  inspecting 
every  aircraft  before  take  off.  In  reality, 
however,  this  deal  opens  the  way  for  the 
introduction  of  lower  paid  and  less  quali- 
fied A-licence  workers  to  perform  basic 
maintenance  tasks,  which  at  present  must 
be  done  by  licensed  engineers.  The  union 
also  abandoned  its  claim  for  the  construc- 
tion of  a hangar  to  service  Qantas’  fleet  of 
A380s.  It  is  little  wonder  that  an  ebullient 
Alan  Joyce  declared  the  agreement  “does 
not  contain  any  of  the  restrictive  demands 


that  would  have  handed  control  of  parts 
of  the  airline  to  the  union,”  and  renewed 
calls  for  adopting  new  practices,  i.e., 
lower  maintenance,  for  modern  aircraft. 

Airline  workers  have  enormous  social 
power — the  world  economy  could  not 
function  without  them.  But  instead  of 
airline  unions  wielding  that  power  by 
standing  united  at  home  and  mobilising 
for  international  class  solidarity  abroad, 
internationally  they  have  been  picked  off 
one  by  one  by  ruthless  national-based  car- 
riers. On  1 October  2011,  2,600  Filipino 
workers  organised  by  the  Philippine  Air- 
lines Employees  Association  (PALEA) 
were  locked  out  and  sacked  by  Philippine 
Airlines  (PAL)  after  they  protested  the 
airline’s  attempt  to  slash  wages,  destroy 
job  security  and  bust  the  union  through 
"outsourcing”  jobs.  If  PAL  gets  its  way 
more  than  60  percent  of  the  PALEA 
unionists  will  be  thrown  out  of  work. 

Against  the  drive  of  airline  bosses  to 
force  workers  into  a “race  to  the  bottom” 
in  order  to  keep  their  jobs,  airline  workers 
must  strive  to  find  allies  among  unionised 
labour  overseas,  including  among  those 
workers  in  struggle  at  foreign  carriers.  As 
the  PALEA  declared  in  an  October  state- 
ment of  solidarity  with  Qantas  workers: 
“...only  industrial  action  can  force  employ- 
ers to  heed  the  demands  of  workers.... 
“PALEA  is  not  alone.  And  Qantas  workers 
are  not  alone.  Our  supporters  in  the  Phil- 
ippines say  'We  are  all  PALEANS.’  To 
you,  we  say  ‘We  are  all  Qantas  workers'." 

While  there  have  been  numerous  pro- 
tests in  solidarity  with  Qantas  workers  by 
International  Transport  Workers  Federa- 
tion affiliates  across  the  globe,  and  a del- 
egation from  Doro-Chiba  (Japan  Railway 
workers)  picketed  the  Philippine  Embassy 
in  Tokyo  in  solidarity  with  PALEA  work- 
ers, such  actions  need  to  be  turned  into  a 
campaign  of  labour  struggles.  For  Qan- 
tas and  PAL  workers,  victory  may  well 
depend  on  international  working-class 
solidarity  actions  to  prevent  these  union- 
busting  airlines  from  moving  their  air- 
craft, thus  affecting  profit  margins.  Marx- 
ists declare:  the  workers  have  no  country. 
Workers  of  the  world  unite! 

For  a Revolutionary 
Internationalist  Workers  Party! 

The  contradiction  between  the  inher- 
ently international  character  of  the  air- 
line industry  and  how  it  is  operated  by 
nationally-based  rival  carriers  provides 
a crystalline  example  of  the  generalised 
anarchy  of  capitalist  production  for  profit. 
With  the  crazed  capitalist  rulers  the  world 
over  seeking  to  bust  unions  and  destroy 
workers  livelihoods  in  order  to  pay  for 
their  global  economic  crisis,  class  strug- 
gle is  the  only  road  to  defending  workers 
against  this  assault.  To  prepare  for  the 
battles  ahead,  there  needs  to  be  a politi- 
cal fight  to  replace  the  union  bureaucrats 
with  a leadership  committed  to  mobilis- 
ing the  proletariat’s  power  independently 
of  the  capitalist  state  and  politicians, 
in  the  interests  of  all  the  exploited  and 
oppressed.  This  fight  is  part  of  forging  a 
multiracial  revolutionary  workers  party 
capable  of  leading  struggles  to  not  only 
improve  present  conditions  but  to  do  away 
with  the  entire  system  of  capitalist  wage 
slavery. 

In  Australia,  the  ALP  remains  the  main 
obstacle  on  the  road  to  workers  power.  As 
we  stated  in  1989  when  the  Hawke  gov- 
ernment mobilised  the  military  as  scabs 
against  the  pilots’  union: 

"From  its  parliamentary  wing,  which 
today  administers  the  capitalist  state,  to 
its  trade  union  leaders  who  police  the 
working  class  for  the  bosses,  it’s  a party 
whose  sole  purpose  is  to  save  the  capi- 
talist system.  Workers  need  their  own. 
revolutionary  party,  built  in  struggle 
against  the  ALP  through  splitting  its 
working  class  base  from  the  scabherding 
pro-capitalist  tops.  Only  such  a revolu- 
tionary party  can  lead  all  the  oppressed 
in  the  conquest  of  state  power,  expro- 
priating the  capitalists  who  have  looted 
the  country  and  run  its  plants  into  the 
ground,  and  through  planned  social- 
ist reconstruction  build  a society  with 
justice,  decency  and  freedom  for  all:  a 
workers  republic  of  Australia  as  part  of 
a socialist  Asia.” 

— "All  Out  to  Shut  Down  the 
Airports!"  (ASp  Supplement. 

8 September  1989)  ■ 


AFP 


Manila,  July  2008:  Qantas  pilot  inspects  damage  after  oxygen  tank  exploded 
in  mid-flight.  Airline  attacks  on  unions  compromise  safety. 
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Honor  Malcolm  X, 


ant  Voice  of  Black  Struggle 


Manning  Marable’s  Malcolm  X: 
A Liberal’s  “Reinvention” 


Part  One  of  this  article  appeared  in 
WV  No.  997  (2  March). 

Malcolm  X was  greatly  influenced 
by  the  colonial  revolutions  that  followed 
World  War  II,  particularly  in  Africa  and 
Asia.  He  and  other  militants  were  also 
deeply  affected  by  the  Cuban  Revolution, 
which  expropriated  the  capitalists  in  the 
face  of  American  imperialist  hostility 
in  1960  and  opened  the  road  to  massive 
social  advances  benefiting  working  peo- 
ple and  the  poor.  It  was  not  lost  on  people 
like  Malcolm  X that  the  Cuban  regime 
uprooted  the  island’s  own  version  of  Jim 
Crow  segregation. 

Malcolm  and  many  other  black  activists 
and  leftists  grasped  that  the  fight  against 
black  oppression  in  the  U.S.  was  linked 
to  the  struggle  against  U.S.  violence  and 
warfare  abroad.  Malcolm  denounced  the 
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U.S.  as  “the  chief  imperialist  nation  of 
the  world"  and  "the  leader  of  a pack  of 
white  imperialist  nations”  (quoted  in 
Carlos  Moore.  Pichon:  A Memoir:  Race 
and  Revolution  in  Castro’s  Cuba  [2008]). 
He  was  astute  in  his  denunciation  of  the 
assassination  of  Congolese  independence 
leader  Patrice  Lumumba  in  a plot  organ- 
ized by  the  CIA.  which  later  installed 
the  murdering  despot  Moise  Tshombe  as 
prime  minister. 

Malcolm  believed  that  the  dark-skinned 
colonial  peoples  of  the  world  had  liber- 
ated themselves  or  were  about  to  liberate 
themselves  from  Western  imperialism.  He 
felt  that  the  states  of  Asia  and  Africa  were 
becoming  powerful  enemies  of  Washing- 
ton and  naively  expected  them  to  use  what 
power  they  had  on  behalf  of  the  American 
black  population.  This  view  was  consis- 
tent with  seeing  the  U.S.  black  struggle 
as  a colonial  liberation  struggle  within  the 
imperialist  metropolis. 

Social  revolutions  had  occurred  in 
China,  North  Korea,  North  Vietnam  and 
Cuba,  expropriating  the  local  bourgeois 
ruling  classes  and  liberating  these  coun- 
tries from  imperialist  bondage.  Based  on 


A Review  by 

peasant  insurgencies,  with  the  working 
class  removed  as  a factor,  those  revolu- 
tions resulted  in  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  states  under  the  rule  of  nationalist 
Stalinist  regimes.  But  in  a far  larger  num- 
ber of  former  colonial  countries,  independ- 
ence struggles  resulted  in  the  rule  of 
indigenous  bourgeois  classes. 


As  Marxists,  we  champion  struggles 
for  national  liberation  against  direct  im- 
perialist rule.  But  we  recognize  that  under 
the  rule  of  bourgeois  nationalist  regimes, 
those  societies  remain  dependent  on  the 
handful  of  capitalist-imperialist  states  of 
North  America,  Europe  and  Japan.  As 
clients  of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state,  nationalist  regimes  such  as  Colonel 
Nasser’s  in  Egypt  were  able  to  act  with  a 
certain  independence  from  the  imperial- 
ists while  remaining  subordinated  to  the 
capitalist  world  market.  With  the  counter- 
revolutionary destruction  of  the  Soviet 
Union  in  1991-92,  the  main  impediment 
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to  untrammeled  imperialist  plunder  was 
removed,  reinforcing  the  intense  poverty 
and  dependence  of  neocolonial  Third 
World  societies. 

In  a speech  in  Cairo  to  the  Organiza- 
tion of  African  Unity,  Malcolm  naively 
implored  this  collection  of  bloodthirsty 
militarists,  venal  nationalist  demagogues 


and  tribal  chiefs  to  step  up,  lamenting: 
“What  makes  our  African  brothers  hesi- 
tate to  bring  the  United  States  govern- 
ment before  the  United  Nations?”  An 
interesting  chapter  in  Manning  Marable’s 
Malcolm  X:  A Life  of  Reinvention  makes 
clear,  based  on  letters  by  Malcolm  to 
family  members  during  his  1964  trip  to 
Africa,  that  the  cordial  relations  he  expe- 
rienced with  representatives  of  the  ruling 
elites  were  wide-ranging.  Marable  docu- 
ments Malcolm’s  mutually  appreciative 
encounters  with  Prince  Faisal  of  the  reac- 
tionary Saudi  monarchy,  the  Grand  Mufti 
of  Jerusalem,  a Nigerian  cabinet  minister, 
the  Muslim  Brotherhood  in  Lebanon,  and 
the  parliament  of  Ghana,  among  others. 

The  strength  of  Malcolm  X was  that  he 
saw  and  spoke  the  truth  about  American 
social  reality.  He  saw  through  liberal  poli- 
ticians (white  and  black)  and  indicted  U.S. 
government  hypocrisy  as  no  one  else  did, 
although  he  was  also  not  above  engaging 
in  occasional  anti-Semitism.  But  when  he 
looked  at  Africa  through  the  prism  of  race, 
not  class,  he  did  not  see  the  same  hypocrisy 
of  their  ruling  elites  when  they  professed 
concern  for  the  welfare  of  the  people. 

There  are  powerful  concentrations  of  the 
proletariat  in  many  parts  of  the  neocolo- 
nial world.  It  is  those  working  classes  that, 
under  the  leadership  of  Leninist  vanguard 
parties,  can  unite  all  the  impoverished 
toilers  in  a fight  to  sweep  away  the  local 
bourgeois  rulers  and  liberate  their  countries 
from  imperialist  subordination  as  part  of 
the  struggle  for  world  socialist  revolution. 

Marable  Falsifies  Malcolm  X: 

The  Democratic  Party 

At  bottom.  Manning  Marable’s  Mal- 
colm X:  A Life  of  Reinvention  does  indeed 
reinvent  Malcolm  X,  falsely  portraying 
him  as  moving  toward  mainstream  liber- 
alism during  the  tumultuous  civil  rights 
struggles  of  the  1960s.  This  serves  to  jus- 
tify Marable’s  conviction  that  there  were 
no  options  other  than  pro-Democratic 


Party  pressure  politics  on  the  one  side 
and  passivity  or  sectarian  abstentionism 
on  the  other.  In  Marable’s  eyes,  once  Mal- 
colm X broke  from  the  do-nothing  policy 
of  the  Nation  of  Islam  (NOI),  allegiance 
to  “working  within  the  system”  was  sure 
to  follow.  He  forecloses  any  possibility 
of  revolutionary  struggle  against  the  rac- 
ist capitalist  order,  both  during  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  now. 

Let’s  look  at  two  concrete  examples  of 
how  Marable’s  politics  distort  Malcolm’s 
record.  One  is  Marable’s  presentation  of 
the  presidential  election  of  1964.  The 
other  is  his  comparison  of  two  of  Mal- 
colm’s most  famous  speeches.  “Message 
to  the  Grass  Roots”  and  “The  Ballot  or 
the  Bullet.” 

According  to  Marable,  Malcolm  sup- 
ported Arizona  Republican  Senator  Barry 
Goldwater  in  his  race  against  Demo- 
cratic president  Lyndon  B.  Johnson.  Gold- 
water  was  an  extremely  right-wing,  anti- 
communist libertarian  who  had  voted 
against  the  Civil  Rights  Act.  He  devised 
what  was  known  as  the  Republican’s 
“Southern  Strategy,"  appealing  to  white 
Democratic  voters  in  the  South  on  the 
basis  of  opposition  to  the  civil  rights 
movement.  Goldwater  lost  in  a landslide, 
but  Republicans  went  on  to  use  this  strat- 
egy with  great  success  starting  with  Rich- 
ard Nixon  in  the  next  presidential  election. 

The  civil  rights  leadership  pushed  blacks 
to  vote  for  Johnson.  Martin  Luther  King 
Jr.  called  Goldwater  “the  most  dangerous 
man  in  America”  (Playboy,  January  1965), 
and  Bayard  Rustin  wrote  that  Mississippi 
Senator  James  Eastland,  a notorious  racist, 
and  Goldwater  were  “the  main  enemies” 
(Commentary,  February  1965).  A record 
94  percent  of  black  voters  cast  their  ballots 
for  the  Democrat  Johnson. 

As  for  Malcolm  X,  Marable  asserts: 
“Nearly  alone  among  prominent  black 
leaders,  he  continued  to  support  Barry 
Goldwater  as  the  better  candidate  to  ad- 
dress blacks’  interests."  Marable’s  only  evi- 
dence is  the  claim  that  Alex  Haley,  who  co- 
authored The  Autobiography  of  Malcolm  X, 
“cited  an  article  by  Malcolm,  ‘Why  I Am 
for  Goldwater’.”  While  there  is  no  class  dif- 
ference between  a Republican  and  a Demo- 
crat, it  would  still  be  surprising  if  Malcolm 
X had  supported  an  arch-reactionary  for 
president — except  that  it  is  not  true. 

When  one  goes  to  the  source  of  the  sup- 
posed article  in  support  of  Goldwater — in 
Malcolm's  papers  at  the  Schomburg  Center 
in  Harlem — one  finds  no  article  by  Mal- 
colm. In  fact,  Haley  was  pitching  to  his 
literary  agent  something  he  imagined  that 
Malcolm  might  write  (Alex  Haley  to  Paul 
Reynolds,  21  June  1964.  Malcolm  X Col- 
lection, reel  3).  What  Malcolm  did  write 
was  an  article  in  the  Saturday  Evening  Post 
(12  September  1964)  in  which  he  made 
clear  his  opposition  to  both  candidates: 

"1  feel  that  as  far  as  the  American  black 
man  is  concerned.  [Johnson  and  Gold- 
water]  are  both  just  about  the  same.  It's 
just  a question  of  Johnson,  the  fox.  or 
Goldwater,  the  wolf....  Since  these  are 
the  choices,  the  black  man  in  America. 

I think,  only  needs  to  pick  which  one  he 
chooses  to  be  eaten  by,  because  they  both 
will  eat  him.” 

He  added: 

“I  wouldn’t  put  myself  in  the  position  of 
voting  tor  either  one.  or  of  recommending 
to  any  black  man  to  do  so.  I'm  just  talking 
about  if  America’s  white  voters  do  install 
Goldwater.  the  black  people  will  at  least 
know  what  they  are  dealing  with." 

With  his  slander  of  Malcolm’s  position 
on  the  elections,  Marable  echoes  the  New 
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Malcolm  X speaking  at  New  York  City  rally,  June  1963. 
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York  Times  (8  September  1964),  which  ran 
a piece  titled  "Malcolm  X Article  Favors 
Goldwater."  What  upset  both  the  liberals 
at  the  Times  and  Marable  was  that  Mal- 
colm dared  to  point  out  the  real  nature  of 
the  Democrats.  Malcolm  X did  not  oppose 
Johnson  in  class  terms,  in  other  words, 
as  a representative  of  the  capitalist  rul- 
ing class.  But  he  understood  that  Johnson 
and  the  Democrats  were  enemies  of  black 
rights.  And  for  Marable,  if  you  don’t  vote 
Democrat,  you  support  the  Republicans. 

Marable  Falsifies  Malcolm  X: 
Electoralism 

Central  to  Marable's  book  is  the  case  he 
tries  to  make  that  Malcolm  in  his  last  years 
was  moving  toward  garden-variety  liberal 
politics  and  electoralism.  This  he  does  by, 
for  example,  contrasting  “Message  to  the 
Grass  Roots"  (10  November  1963),  which 
Malcolm  delivered  right  before  breaking 
from  the  Nation  of  Islam,  and  “The  Bal- 
lot or  the  Bullet,”  a speech  he  gave  six 
months  later.  The  way  Marable  tells  it, 
"Message”  was  a militant  call  for  revolu- 
tion, and  "Ballot”  a call  for  black  peo- 
ple to  vote.  Marable  states  that  "Ballot” 
starts  off  with  “an  appeal  for  black  unity 
despite  ideological  quarrels”  and  claims 
that  "this  sentiment  directly  contradicted 
the  ‘Message  to  the  Grassroots,’  which 
had  ridiculed  King  and  other  civil  rights 
activists."  In  fact,  rhetorical  appeals  to 
black  unity  combined  with  attacks  on  lib- 
eral leaders  were  integral  to  both  speeches. 

Marable  deplores  exactly  what  made 
Malcolm  X such  an  important  figure.  He’s 
right  to  focus  on  "Grass  Roots,"  which 
nailed  the  role  of  King,  A.  Philip  Ran- 
dolph. James  Farmer  and  others  by  name 
in  co-opting  the  August  1963  March  on 
Washington: 

“This  is  what  they  did  with  the  march 
on  Washington.  They  joined  it.  They 
didn't  integrate  it,  they  infiltrated  it. 
They  joined  it,  became  a part  of  it.  took 
it  over.  And  as  they  took  it  over,  it  lost 
its  militancy.  It  ceased  to  be  angry.  , why. 
it  even  ceased  to  be  a march.  It  became 
a picnic,  a circus.  Nothing  but  a circus, 
with  clowns  and  all  ...  They  controlled 
it  so  tight,  they  told  those  Negroes  what 
time  to  hit  town,  how  to  come,  where  to 
slop,  what  signs  to  carry,  what  song  to 
sing,  what  speech  they  could  make,  and 
what  speech  they  couldn't  make;  and 
then  told  them  to  get  out  of  town  by  sun- 
down And  every  one  of  those  Toms  was 
out  of  town  by  sundown.” 

“Grass  Roots"  is  also  where  Malcolm 
cogently  pointed  out  that  it  was  when  the 
black  population  of  Birmingham,  Ala- 
bama, began  to  fight  back  against  racist 
terror  just  three  months  before  the  D.C. 
march  that  President  Kennedy  sent  in 
federal  troops  to  restore  order. 

It  is  false  to  see  a big  political  differ- 
ence between  “Grass  Roots"  and  “Bal- 
lot.” According  to  Marable,  in  the  second 
speech  Malcolm  made  a turn,  urging  that 
“Black  people  must  forget  their  differences 
and  discuss  the  points  on  which  they  can 
agree.”  But  why  is  this  so  different  from 
the  position  put  forward  in  “Grass  Roots”: 
"Instead  of  airing  our  differences  in  pub- 
lic, we  have  to  realize  we’re  all  the  same 
family....  We  need  to  stop  airing  our  differ- 
ences in  front  of  the  white  man.”  Malcolm 
X was.  from  our  standpoint,  a contradic- 
tory figure.  But  in  this  case  the  contradic- 
tion is  Marable’s:  Malcolm  could  urge  a 
black  “united  front”  at  the  same  time  as 
he  made  clear  his  opposition  to  the  politics 
of  the  liberal  black  leaders — they  were  the 
ones  betraying  the  black  masses.  After  all, 
it  was  in  “Ballot”  that  Malcolm  declared: 
“I  don’t  see  any  American  dream;  I see  an 
American  nightmare." 


For  Marable.  by  the  time  of  "Ballot." 
supposedly  “Malcolm  had  come  to  see  the 
vote  as  a necessary  tool  if  black  Ameri- 
cans were  to  take  control  of  the  institutions 
in  their  communities."  Marable  criticizes 
Malcolm  for  "glaring  inconsistency  in  his 
logic,”  because  “Malcolm  was  encourag- 
ing African  Americans  to  vote,  even  to 
throw  their  weight  behind  either  major 
party;  yet  simultaneously  he  accused 
both  major  parties  of  racism,  incapable 
of  delivering  fairness  to  blacks." 

In  “Ballot,"  Malcolm  does  highlight  the 
importance  of  blacks’  votes  in  the  North, 
but  in  terms  counterposed  to  Marable’s 
liberal  interpretation:  “Your  vote,  your 
dumb  vote,  your  ignorant  vote,  your 
wasted  vote  put  in  an  administration  in 
Washington.  D.C.,  that  has  seen  fit  to  pass 
every  kind  of  legislation  imaginable,  sav- 
ing you  until  the  last,  then  filibustering  on 
top  of  that.”  Filibustering  was  how  Dix- 
iecrats  like  Senator  Eastland  tried  to  kill 
civil  rights  bills.  Malcolm  X grasped  how 
the  Democrats’  division  of  labor  worked. 
Addressing  the  role  of  liberal  Democrats, 
he  said:  “They  blame  the  Dixiecrats.  What 
is  a Dixiecrat?  A Democrat.  A Dixiecrat 
is  nothing  but  a Democrat  in  disguise.... 
When  you  keep  the  Democrats  in  power, 
you’re  keeping  the  Dixiecrats  in  power." 

As  Malcolm  put  it  in  a subsequent  speech: 
“The  Northern  Dixiecrat  puts  all  the  blame 
on  the  Southern  Dixiecrat.  It’s  a con  game, 
a giant  political  con  game”  ("The  Black 
Revolution,"  8 April  1964).  This  con  game 
continues  to  be  played  out  today,  as  the 
craven  trade-union  officialdom  and  black 
liberal  politicians  promote  the  “lesser  evil” 
capitalist  Democrats  against  the  Repub- 
licans. While  the  Republicans  make  no 
pretense  of  being  "friends”  of  labor,  black 
people  and  immigrants,  the  Democrats  lie 
about  it  and  do  the  same  things. 

The  Struggle  for 
Revolutionary  Leadership 

There  have  been  few  historical  con- 
junctures when  a small  Marxist  propa- 
ganda group  could,  in  a few  years’  time, 
transform  itself  into  a party  leading  a sig- 
nificant section  of  the  proletariat  and  the 
oppressed.  The  South  in  the  early  1960s 
offered  such  an  opportunity.  The  mass 
movement  of  proletarians  and  students 
for  black  rights  was  seething  and  activ- 
ists were  learning  painful  lessons  about 
the  nature  of  the  capitalist  state,  leading 
to  impassioned  debates  over  strategy  and 
tactics  and  the  politics  underlying  them. 
By  1964,  the  main  body  of  young  black 
militants,  concentrated  in  the  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC), 
had  broken  with  liberalism  as  they  under- 
stood it  but  had  not  yet  latched  on  to  the 

& 

| Communist  Party 
j youth  Angelo 
$ Herndon  (center) 
in  NYC,  1934. 

As  result  of 
CP  defense 
campaign, 
Herndon  was 
freed  after  being 
imprisoned  in 
Georgia  for 
political  activism. 


political  dead  end  of  black  separatism.  At 
the  same  time,  these  young  fighters  on  the 
front  lines  of  the  struggle  against  white 
supremacy  had  acquired  enormous  moral 
and  political  authority  among  the  black 
masses  in  the  South,  including  members 
of  the  industrial  proletariat. 

The  reformist  Communist  Party  (CP) 
had  no  appeal  for  radicalizing  elements 
in  this  period.  In  the  time  of  V.I.  Lenin, 
the  central  leader  of  the  1917  Bolshevik 
Revolution,  the  Communist  International 
had  pressed  American  Communists  to  pay 
special  attention  to  the  Fight  against  black 
oppression.  The  CP  won  some  impressive 


recruits  from  among  black  intellectuals 
and  went  on  to  build  a base  in  the  South 
in  the  late  1920s  and  ’30s.  Despite  its 
developing  Stalinist  degeneration,  the  CP 
was  at  that  time  still  capable  of  some  quite 
heroic  struggles.  To  take  one  example,  it 
organized  Southern  sharecroppers’  unions 
that  sought  to  include  poor  whites  as  well 
as  blacks.  In  Atlanta  in  1932,  in  the  depths 
of  the  Great  Depression,  the  CP  led  a large, 
racially  integrated  march  of  unemployed 
workers  that  braved  Fierce  repression  and 
Klan  terror  in  order  to  demand  relief. 

Such  struggles  were  impossible  with- 
out opposing  the  whole  Southern  power 
structure,  including  the  Democratic  Party. 
These  efforts,  and  the  black  working 
people  who  had  been  mobilized  by  them, 
were  abandoned  when  in  the  mid  1930s 
the  CP  became  open  supporters  of  Frank- 
lin Delano  Roosevelt  in  the  name  of  the 
"people’s  front."  The  CP  could  not  even 
bring  itself  to  support  the  mild-mannered 
1941  March  on  Washington  movement  led 
by  A.  Philip  Randolph  because  nothing 
was  to  be  allowed  to  mute  its  chauvinist 
support  for  U.S.  imperialism’s  war  effort 
in  World  War  II.  For  the  same  reason,  the 
CP  actively  broke  strikes  and  even  sus- 
pended its  Japanese  American  members 
during  the  wartime  internment. 

In  sharp  contrast,  the  American  Trot- 


skyist movement  stood  for  working-class 
politics  independent  of  the  Democratic 
Party  as  well  as  the  Republicans.  Led  by 
James  P.  Cannon,  a founder  of  American 
Communism  who  was  won  to  Trotskyism 
at  the  1928  Sixth  World  Congress  of  the 
Communist  International,  the  Trotskyists 
were  expelled  from  the  CP  in  1928,  form- 
ing the  Communist  League  of  America 
and.  in  1938,  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SWP).  As  part  of  its  revolutionary  pro- 
gram, the  SWP  stood  for  racial  integration 
and  equal  rights  for  the  black  population. 

However,  by  the  early  1960s,  the  SWP. 
weakened  by  the  anti-Communist  repres- 
sion and  intense  conservatism  of  the  post- 
WWII  period,  had  begun  to  move  rapidly 
to  the  right  in  response  to  perceived  oppor- 
tunities. This  found  grotesque  expression 
when  the  SWP  sent  condolences  to  John 
F.  Kennedy’s  widow  after  his  assassina- 
tion. Our  political  tendency,  now  called 
the  International  Communist  League, 
arose  out  of  a factional  struggle  inside  the 
SWP  that  was  triggered  partly  over  the 
question  of  black  liberation.  Our  founding 
cadres,  organized  in  the  Revolutionary 
Tendency  (RT),  fought  equally  against 
the  SWP’s  opportunism  over  the  Cuban 
Revolution,  as  the  party  uncritically  sup- 
ported the  petty-bourgeois  Fidel  Castro 
leadership.  Our  comrades  were  expelled 
from  the  SWP  in  1963-64  and  went  on 
to  found  the  Spartacist  League  in  1966. 
By  the  fall  of  1965,  the  SWP  had  crossed 
the  class  line  into  reformism  with  its  overt 


class  collaborationism  in  the  burgeoning 
protests  against  the  Vietnam  War,  build- 
ing platforms  for  liberal  Democrats  who 
were  beginning  to  see  the  war  as  a losing 
proposition  for  U.S.  imperialism. 

Instead  of  fighting  to  win  black  mili- 
tants such  as  those  in  SNCC  to  a rev- 
olutionary program,  the  SWP  argued 
that  black  people  needed  their  own  party. 
This  served  as  the  rationale  to  tail,  succes- 
sively and  sometimes  simultaneously,  pro- 
Democratic  Party  civil  rights  leaders  as 
well  as  sundry  black  nationalists.  In  oppo- 
sition to  the  SWP’s  abstentionism,  the  RT 
argued  in  July  1963  that  the  party  should 
send  members  to  the  South  to  participate 
in  the  struggle.  In  a document  submitted 
as  part  of  internal  party  discussion,  the  RT 
argued  in  opposition  to  a draft  resolution 
of  the  SWP’s  Political  Committee  (PC): 
"Negroes  who  are  activists  in  the  move- 
ment, such  as.  for  example,  the  full-time 
militants  around  SNCC.  are  every  day 
formulating  concepts  of  struggle  for  the 
movement  The  meaning  of  the  line  of  the 
PC  draft  is  that  we  are  not  interested  in 
recruiting  these  people  to  our  white  party 
because  we  have  the  revolutionary  social- 
ist program  for  the  section  of  the  working 
class  of  which  we  are  the  vanguard,  and 
they  (Negro  militants)  must  lead  their 
own  struggle,  although  we  would  like  to 
have  fraternal  relations  with  them.  This  is 
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Above:  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee  workshop  in  Knoxville, 
Tennessee,  1962.  Below:  Call  for  Freedom-Labor  Party  was  part  of  SL's  per- 
spective to  unite  left  wing  of  civil  rights  movement  with  labor  militants  in  a 
revolutionary  struggle  against  capitalism. 
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Above:  Bill  Epton  (center)  at  banned  march  in  Harlem,  1964,  just  before 
arrest.  Below:  Spartacist  speaker  (with  bullhorn)  addressed  SL-initiated  rally 
in  NYC  garment  district  to  mobilize  labor  in  defense  of  ghetto  masses  during 
1964  Harlem  Cop  riot.  New  York  T.mes 


Malcolm  X... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

the  meaning  of  the  PC  draft. 

“To  the  concept  of  the  white  party  must 
be  counterposed  the  concept  of  the  revo- 
lutionary party.  For  if  we  are  only  the  for- 
mer. then  black  workers  are  misplaced  in 
the  SWP." 

— "For  Black  Trotskyism" 
(reprinted  in  Marxist  Bulletin 
No.  5 [RevisedJ.  “What  Strategy 
for  Black  Liberation?  Trotsky- 
ism vs.  Black  Nationalism" 
[September  1978]) 

This  document  laid  out  our  political 
orientation: 

"Our  point  of  departure  comes  in  turn  as 
the  conclusion  that  the  Negro  question  is 
so  deeply  built  into  the  American  capital- 
ist class-structure — regionally  and  nation- 
ally— that  only  the  destruction  of  existing 
class  relations  and  the  change  in  class 
dominance — the  passing  of  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  working  class — will  suffice 
to  strike  at  the  heart  of  racism  and  bring 
about  a solution  both  real  and  durable." 

Our  strategic  perspective  was  to  recruit 
the  left  wing  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
into  a revolutionary  party  capable  of  lead- 
ing vanguard  layers  of  the  black  working 
class  and  petty-bourgeois  youth  in  the 
South.  The  RT  put  forward  a series  of 
demands  linking  the  struggles  of  work- 
ers and  the  black  masses  and  address- 
ing immediate  needs  such  as  organized 
self-defense  and  union  organizing  drives 
throughout  the  South.  As  volunteers  were 
risking  their  lives  to  register  black  voters, 
we  called  for  independent  political  organ- 
ization so  that  voting  could  mean  some- 


Bobby  Seale,  Democratic  Party  can- 
didate for  Oakland  mayor,  1973. 


thing  other  than  supporting  Democrats. 

The  RT  and  the  early  Spartacist  League 
raised  such  transitional  demands  as  the  call 
for  a Freedom  Labor  Party.  These  demands 
were  aimed  at  uniting  the  ranks  of  the 
trade  unions — the  workers’  basic  organiza- 
tions of  self-defense  against  the  exploiting 
class — with  the  militant  masses  in  the  civil 
rights  movement  behind  a perspective  of 
socialist  revolution.  This  fusion  could  not 
come  about  through  preachments  of  unity, 
but  only  by  the  union  movement  actively 
taking  up  the  Fight  for  the  rights  of  the  spe- 
cially oppressed  black  population.  The 
obstacle  to  uniting  the  working  people  in 
revolutionary  struggle  against  the  capitalist 
system  was  not  only  the  liberal  preachers. 
It  was,  principally,  the  sellout  labor  bureau- 
crats, who  matched  King  & Co.  in  Fidelity 
to  the  Democratic  Party. 

When  Malcolm  X came  to  political 
awareness,  the  main  body  of  the  union 
bureaucracy  consisted  of  the  open  Cold 
War  crusaders  at  the  head  of  the  AFL- 
CIO,  who  had  been  installed  by  the  anti- 
red  purges  in  the  late  1940s  and  ’50s. 
Another  section  of  the  labor  tops,  epito- 
mized by  the  United  Auto  Workers’  Wal- 
ter Reuther,  tried  to  strike  a slicker  pose 


with  vague  social-democratic  rhetoric.  As 
Malcolm  X noted,  Reuther  & Co.  were’ 
closely  tied  to  the  pro-Democratic  Party 
civil  rights  leaders  and  served  as  a prop 
of  the  Kennedy  administration. 

Both  wings  of  the  labor  bureaucracy 
were  explicitly  hostile  to  labor  militancy 
and  to  the  militant  wing  of  civil  rights 
activism.  Both  wings  were  outspoken  ene- 
mies of  Communism  and  acted  as  agen- 
cies of  U.S.  imperialism  abroad,  support- 
ing reactionary  pro-American  regimes  and 
spearheading  efforts  to  smash  leftist-led 
unions.  Their  despicable  political  profile 
contributed  hugely  to  the  view  of  black 
and  other  New  Left  radicals  that  the 
unions  themselves  were  a part  of  "the 
system’’  and  enemies  of  liberation.  Iden- 
tifying the  working  class  as  a whole  with 
the  sellout  leaders  at  the  top  is  a fallacy 
that  to  this  day  contributes  to  anti-union 
prejudices,  undermining  any  perspective 
of  fighting  inside  the  unions  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership. 

Unlike  many  others  on  the  left,  who 
patronizingly  enthused  over  whatever  was 
popular,  the  Spartacist  League  was  forth- 
right in  advancing  our  Marxist  views  and 
criticisms.  When  the  slogan  of  "black 
power’’  was  put  forward,  we  wrote  that 
it  “represents  the  repudiation  of  token- 
ism, liberal  tutelage,  reliance  on  the  fed- 
eral government,  and  the  nonviolent  phi- 
losophy of  moral  suasion.  In  this  sense, 
therefore,  black  power  is  class  power,  and 
should  be  supported  by  all  socialist  forces" 
(“Black  Power — Class  Power,”  Spartacist 
West  No.  8,  September  1966;  reprinted  in 
Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 [Revised]).  But 
we  also  warned  that  the  slogan  “can  be 
used  by  petty  bourgeois  black  national- 
ist elements  who  want  to  slice  the  social 
cake  along  color  rather  than  class  lines 
and  to  promote  reactionary  color  mysti- 
cism. More  seriously,  it  can  be  degraded 
to  mean  mere  support  for  black  politicians 
operating  within  the  system.” 

Indeed,  within  a few  years,  the  larger 
wing  of  the  Black  Panthers’  leadership 
had  begun  to  openly  look  to  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party.  In  1973  Panther  leader 
Bobby  Seale  ran  as  a Democrat  for  mayor 
of  Oakland,  California.  “Black  Power" 
increasingly  came  to  be  defined  as  "black 
control  of  the  black  community,”  which 
meant  more  black  businesses,  the  election 
of  black  mayors  to  preside  over  the  misery 
of  the  big  cities,  and  more  black  cops  to 
participate  in  shooting  down  blacks. 

Marable  and  “Trotskyism” 

Marable  takes  as  good  coin  the  revi- 
sionist SWP’s  portrayal  of  “Trotskyism," 
promoting  the  party’s  opportunist  tailism 
of  whatever  leaders  black  people  seemed 
to  want.  Marable  writes: 

"For  decades,  the  SWP  had  promoted 
revolutionary  black  nationalism.  Leon 
Trotsky  himself  had  believed  that  Negro 
Americans  would  be  the  vanguard  for 
the  inevitable  socialist  revolution  in  the 
United  States.  Malcolm’s  separation  from 
the  Nation  of  Islam  and  his  endorsement 
of  voter  registration  and  mass  protest  by 
African  Americans  seemed  to  Trotskyists 
a move  toward  socialism." 

Marable  goes  on  to  wrongly  state  in  a 
footnote  that  Trotskyism  “meant  that  the 
vanguard  of  the  socialist  revolution  would 
not  come  from  the  industrial  proletariat, 
but  from  the  most  oppressed  sectors  of  the 
working  class  and  peasantry,”  which  in  the 
U.S.  meant  black  people. 

Shortly  after  Malcolm  died,  longtime 


SWP  cadre  George  Breitman  wrote  The 
Last  Year  of  Malcolm  X (1967),  which 
argued:  "Malcolm  was  pro-socialist  in  the 
last  year  of  his  life,  but  not  yet  a Marxist.” 
Breitman  would  go  on  to  proclaim  Mal- 
colm an  increasingly  pro-socialist  “revolu- 
tionary." For  the  SWP  to  call  Malcolm  X a 
socialist  was  in  keeping  with  renouncing  its 
former  revolutionary  socialist  program  and 
adapting  to  many  non-proletarian  forces 
that  falsely  appropriated  the  term  "social- 
ist." such  as  the  Algerian  Ben  Bella  gov- 
ernment and  Egypt  under  Nasser,  both  of 
which  were  bourgeois-nationalist  regimes. 

The  SWP’s  use  of  Trotsky’s  authority 
in  regard  to  the  black  struggle  was  also 
fraudulent.  Trotsky’s  rare  comments  con- 
cerning American  blacks  were  consistent 
with  the  mistaken  understanding  that  they 
might  constitute  a nation  and  hence  with 
raising  a slogan  of  self-determination. 
But  it  is  a travesty  to  suggest  that  Trotsky 
would  ever  have  entertained  the  notion  of 
organizing  separate  "revolutionary"  par- 
ties by  race.  In  discussions  with  the  SWP 
leadership  in  1939,  Trotsky  reminded 
the  comrades  that  the  roots  of  opportun- 
ism in  the  trade  unions  in  the  U.S.  lay  in 
their  being  based  on  the  “aristocracy  of 
labor” — privileged  layers  who  sided  with 


the  bourgeois  class  "to  hold  the  Negroes 
and  the  unskilled  workers  down  to  a very 
low  scale."  Correctly  identifying  black 
workers  as  “the  most  dynamic  milieu 
of  the  working  class,"  he  insisted:  "We 
must  say  to  the  conscious  elements  of  the 
Negroes  that  they  are  convoked  by  the 
historic  development  to  become  a van- 
guard of  the  working  class....  If  it  hap- 
pens that  we  in  the  SWP  are  not  able  to 
find  the  road  to  this  stratum,  then  we  are 
not  worthy  at  all.  The  permanent  revolu- 
tion and  all  the  rest  would  be  only  a lie." 

The  Spartacist  League’s  political  pro- 
gram, representing  a revolutionary  alter- 
native to  both  the  liberal-integrationist 
and  black  nationalist  dead  ends,  power- 
fully spoke  to  felt  needs,  but  our  very 
small  organization  was  not  able  to  pose 
it  forcefully  before  the  mass  of  radical- 
izing black  activists.  The  early  SL  made 
promising  beginnings  in  exemplary  mass 
work,  illustrating  our  program  through 
such  actions  as  organizing  defense  of  Bill 
Epton,  a black  Progressive  Labor  sup- 
porter who  was  prosecuted  in  the  wake 
of  the  1964  Harlem  “riot" — in  reality,  a 
police  riot  against  the  people  of  Harlem. 
With  the  ghetto  in  police  lockdown,  we 
initiated  the  Harlem  Solidarity  Commit- 
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tee,  which  organized  a 1,000-strong  rally 
in  NYC’s  garment  district  to  mobilize 
working-class  support  for  the  besieged 
black  people. 

Ultimately,  we  were  frozen  out  by 
black  nationalist  currents  that  claimed  to 
reject  liberal  gradualism  and  tokenism. 
The  opportunism  of  organizations  such 
as  the  SWP  let  pass  a promising  oppor- 
tunity to  recruit  substantial  numbers  of 
black  radicals  to  a perspective  of  socialist 
revolution  and  to  develop  them  as  cadres 
and  leaders  of  a Leninist  vanguard  party. 

The  black  freedom  struggle — and  in 
fact  the  whole  working  class — paid  heav- 
ily for  black  radicals’  inability  to  find  the 
levers  to  polarize  capitalist  society  along 
class  lines,  as  the  nationalists  rejected  any 
revolutionary  potential  for  white  work- 
ers. The  isolation  of  the  Black  Panthers 
and  others  from  the  working  class  and 
the  trade  unions  increased  their  vulner- 
ability to  the  racist  capitalist  state  as  it 
extracted  murderous  vengeance.  Through 
cop  repression  and  the  FBI’s  infamous 
COINTELPRO  operation,  dozens  of  lead- 
ers and  militants  were  shot  down  and 
many  others  framed  up  and  thrown  in 
jail.  These  attacks  broke  the  back  of  the 
Panthers,  whose  fragmentation — assisted 
by  agents  provocateurs,  forged  documents 
and  other  police  “dirty  tricks” — led  to 
most  of  their  leading  members  moving 
sharply  to  the  right. 

Malcolm  X and  the  Left  Today 

In  a suitably  scathing  review  of  Malcolm 
X:  A Life  of  Reinvention,  black  columnist 
Glen  Ford  takes  on  Marable’s  assertion 
that  Malcolm’s  later  activities  "marked  an 


early,  tentative  concession  to  the  idea  that 
perhaps  blacks  could  someday  become 
empowered  within  the  existing  system" 
(“Dragging  Malcolm  X to  Obamaland." 
Black  Agenda  Report , 27  April  201 1 ).  Ford 
comments  that  “Marable  and  his  circle" 
are  "the  left  Black  Obamaites,  purported 
radicals  who  have  a perpetual  love  affair 
with  Power.”  However,  behind  Ford’s  bans 
mots  is  a bankrupt  black  nationalist  out- 
look, which  obliterates  a class  understand- 
ing of  Obama’s  role  as  chief  executive  of 
the  racist  U.S.  capitalist  order.  In  2008, 
Ford  himself  supported  the  candidacy  of 
Cynthia  McKinney,  a black  former  Demo- 
cratic Congresswoman  from  Georgia  who 
was  running  on  the  ticket  of  the  Green 
Party,  a small-fry  capitalist  party. 

The  reactions  to  Marable’s  book  by  the 
ostensibly  socialist  left  show  how  much 
they  accept  his  basic  framework  of  either 
liberal  integration  or  black  nationalism,  in 
opposition  to  a revolutionary  alternative. 
In  Liberation  News  (11  June  2011),  the 
Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation  (PSL) 
points  out  Marable’s  distortion  of  Mal- 
colm’s comments  about  electoralism.  But 
for  the  PSL,  the  bottom  line  is  that  "there 
is  nothing  inconsistent  about  condemn- 
ing the  two  major  parties  while  suggest- 
ing that  Black  people  vote  strategically. 
A revolutionary  makes  use  of  all  tactics 
that  advance  the  struggle  at  a particular 
moment,  provided  that  this  does  not  foster 
illusions  in  the  current  system." 

This  is  the  pretext  that  the  PSL’s  fore- 
bears in  the  Workers  World  Party  (WWP) 
have  used  to  backhandedly  support  black 
capitalist  politicians  in  the  name  of  “fight- 
ing the  right."  In  the  1980s,  it  was  the 


presidential  campaigns  of  Jesse  Jackson; 
today,  the  WWP  hails  New  York  City 
Councilman  Charles  Barron.  Marxists 
fight  for  the  class  independence  of  the 
working  class,  for  a workers  party  that 
fights  against  all  oppression  and  for  black 
liberation  through  socialist  revolution! 

For  20  or  30  years  it  has  been  common 
on  the  reformist  left  to  reconcile  Malcolm 
X to  the  politics  of  Martin  Luther  King.  The 
reformists  all  share  the  perspective  of  pres- 
suring the  Democrats  to  do  good  things, 
either  overtly  or  backhandedly.  Virtually 
all  of  them  cheered  Obama’s  election  and 
will  do  their  best  to  find  ways  to  get  back 
on  the  bandwagon  in  this  election  year.  In 
the  end.  the  reformists  are  reduced  to  quib- 
bling over  this  or  that  in  Marable’s  book, 
which  distorts  Malcolm  X’s  political  trajec- 
tory to  serve  a very  contemporary  purpose, 
including  by  absurdly  depicting  Malcolm  X 
as  becoming  “race  neutral."  Marable’s  book 
takes  for  granted  that  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment succeeded.  In  terms  of  the  limited 
objectives  of  its  pro-government  leaders, 
it  did.  But  it  benefited  mainly  a thin  layer 
of  middle-class  blacks,  the  traditional  "tal- 
ented tenth"  in  the  professions  augmented 
by  a layer  of  government  bureaucrats  and  a 
few  elected  officials. 

What  we  see  in  America  today  is  not  the 
"post-racial”  society  invoked  by  Barack 
Obama  but  the  failure  of  the  liberal  civil 
rights  movement  to  fundamentally  better 
the  lives  of  this  oppressed  layer  of  Ameri- 
can capitalist  society.  In  the  U.S.  today, 
the  prison  system  is  one  of  the  few  growth 
industries,  accompanying  the  deindustri- 
alization of  recent  decades.  Starting  with 
Jesse  Jackson  himself,  the  black  politicos 


who  Marable  sees  as  proof  of  "empow- 
erment" early  on  enrolled  themselves  as 
champions  of  the  "war  on  drugs,"  which 
has  resulted  in  mass  incarceration  of  black 
people  as  well  as  a growing  number  of 
Latinos  and  others.  The  current  economic 
crisis  has  underlined  the  vulnerability  of 
the  black  population,  measured  by  such 
indices  as  the  enormous  gap  in  household 
net  wealth  between  white  and  black  fami- 
lies, as  the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s 
did  in  its  day.  It  must  be  obvious  to  all 
that  capitalism  is  not  bringing  prosperity 
to  white  working  people  either. 

The  simple  truth  is  that  there  will  be  no 
end  to  black  oppression,  exploitation  and 
imperialist  war  until  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  seizes  power  from  the  tiny  hand- 
ful that  constitutes  the  capitalist  class  and 
reorganizes  society  on  a socialist  basis. 
As  in  the  days  when  Malcolm  X gave 
voice  to  the  oppressed  black  masses,  what 
needs  to  be  done  is  to  forge  a revolution- 
ary party  that  can  provide  the  necessary 
leadership  for  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed.  In  our  obituary  on  Malcolm 
X in  Spartacist  No.  4,  May-June  1965 
(reprinted  last  issue),  we  noted  the  "ago- 
nizing gap  in  black  leadership  today,"  a 
condition  that  has  grown  even  more  acute 
since  that  time.  Our  obituary  concluded: 
"But  such  leadership  will  eventually  be 
forthcoming.  This  is  a statistical  as  well  as 
a social  certainty.  This  leadership,  building 
on  the  experience  of  others  such  as  Mal- 
colm, and  emancipated  from  his  religiosity, 
will  build  a movement  in  which  the  black 
masses  and  their  allies  can  lead  the  third 
great  American  revolution.  Then  Malcolm 
X will  be  remembered  by  black  and  white 
alike  as  a heroic  and  tragic  figure  in  a dark 
period  of  our  common  history."  ■ 


Canada... 

( continued  from  page  12) 

League  were  able  to  sell  more  than  350 
copies  of  our  Marxist  press,  chiefly  an 
issue  of  Spartacist  Canada  (No.  171, 
Winter  2011/2012)  headlined  “We  Need 
a New  Ruling  Class — The  Workers!"  As 
a comrade  reported:  "It  was  fairly  easy  to 
puncture  the  nationalism  on  a superficial 
level,  by  pointing  out  that  workers  in  the 
U.S.  were  suffering  the  same  attacks  as 
in  Canada,  often  more  severe  given  the 
weakness  of  the  unions  there,  and  that 
the  only  way  to  take  on  the  capitalist 
offensive  was  through  joint  class  struggle 
across  the  border.  Such  arguments  often 
sorted  out  who  would  buy  the  paper, 
though  the  contradiction  is  captured  by 
the  fact  that  a lot  of  the  same  workers 
also  held  Canadian  flags." 

As  well  as  opening  its  new  facility  in 
Muncie,  CAT  is  moving  to  set  up  a loco- 
motive plant  in  Brazil  and  has  a long- 
standing agreement  with  Montreal-based 
Bombardier  to  build  locomotives  at  a plant 
in  Mexico.  The  labour  tops  also  direct  their 
ire  against  workers  in  such  underdevel- 
oped countries,  accusing  them  of  “steal- 
ing jobs."  Thus  on  the  eve  of  the  Caterpil- 
lar lockout,  CAW  president  Ken  Lewenza 
railed  to  a reporter  from  the  London  Free 
Press  (27  December  2011),  “They  want  to 
kick  the  sh—  out  of  our  members  to  fill 
their  pockets....  I guess  today  is  Muncie 
and  next  week  will  be  Mexico.” 

When  the  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA)  was  being  negoti- 
ated in  1991,  the  Grupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico,  Spartacist  League/U.S.  and 
Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste  of 
Canada — sections  of  the  International 


Communist  League — issued  a joint  state- 
ment calling  to  “Stop  U.S.  ‘Free  Trade’ 
Rape  of  Mexico."  We  explained  that  U.S. 
imperialism  wanted  to  “turn  Mexico 
into  a giant  maquiladora,  or  free  trade 
zone — ‘free’  of  unions,  and  ‘free’  for 
capital"  C SC  No.  85,  Fall  1991  [WV  No. 
531,  5 July  1991]). 

In  contrast,  the  labour  bureaucracy’s 
national-chauvinist  tirades  against  NAFTA 
served  to  set  U.S.  and  Canadian  workers 
against  their  Mexican  class  brothers  and 
sisters,  as  well  as  each  other.  Over  the  past 
two  decades,  NAFTA  has  meant  increased 
profits  and  power  for  the  U.S.  rulers  and 
their  Canadian  junior  partners  through 
the  superexploitation  of  Mexican  workers, 
while  also  bringing  about  the  economic 
ruination  of  Mexican  peasants. 

Rebuild  the  Unions 
Through  Class  Struggle! 

The  labour  bureaucrats  have  for  the 
most  part  abandoned  the  class-struggle 
methods  that  built  the  North  American 
industrial  unions  in  the  1930s  and  '40s. 
Instead  they  push  reliance  on  capital- 
ist governments,  sapping  the  fighting 
strength  of  the  unions  and  demoralizing 
the  workers.  Indiana  is  a case  in  point. 
The  state  was  the  site  of  many  pitched 
labour  battles  that  made  it  a stronghold 
of  the  UAW,  Steelworkers  and  other 
unions.  But  it  has  seen  a steep  decline 
in  union  membership  in  recent  decades. 
Even  before  the  new  anti-labour  law, 
barely  ten  percent  of  the  workforce  was 
unionized,  and  workers  there  as  else- 
where in  the  Rust  Belt  have  seen  a sharp 
drop  in  wages  and  benefits.  Barely  pay- 
ing lip  service  to  the  need  to  organize  the 
unorganized,  the  prostrate  union  official- 
dom has  only  further  whetted  the  appe- 


January  25:  CAW  unionists  in  Ingersoll,  Ontario,  block  locomotive  from  Cat- 
erpillar plant  in  solidarity  with  locked-out  Electro-Motive  workers. 


tiles  of  those  trying  to  bust  the  unions. 

Alongside  the  call  to  hot  cargo  Electro- 
Motive  locomotives,  a plant  occupation 
backed  up  by  mass  pickets  could  have 
shown  a road  to  victory  in  London.  Hold- 
ing CAT’s  facilities  to  ransom  through 
such  militant  action  could  have  forced 
a settlement  on  the  union's  terms,  and 
would  certainly  have  galvanized  broader 
labour  struggle.  The  CAW  has  organized 
such  occupations  in  the  past,  notably  at  a 
GM  plant  in  Oshawa  during  a 1996  strike. 
This  time,  however,  the  only  large-scale 
union  protest  was  the  January  21  rally,  an 
exercise  in  blowing  off  steam  in  a park 
eight  kilometres  from  the  plant. 

The  unions  must  be  rebuilt  as  com- 
bative instruments  of  the  working  class. 
That  requires  a fight  for  a new  leadership 
that  breaks  with  national  chauvinism  in 
all  its  forms  and  upholds  the  program 
and  the  methods  of  class  struggle.  While 


the  Canadian-  labour  tops  promote  the 
pro-capitalist  NDP  or  even  the  Liberals, 
in  the  U.S.  they  tie  workers  to  the  impe- 
rialist order  via  support  to  the  capitalist 
Democratic  Party.  Multiracial  revolution- 
ary workers  parties  must  be  forged  on 
both  sides  of  the  border  committed  to  the 
struggle  to  overthrow  the  class  of  exploit- 
ers. Only  a workers  government  where 
those  who  labour  rule  can  put  an  end  to 
the  irrational  capitalist  profit  system  that 
consigns  so  many  to  poverty  and  degra- 
dation, and  rebuild  society  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  vast  majority.  ■ 
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Afghanistan... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

are  not  in  the  main  the  actions  of  rogue 
elements  breaking  the  law.  In  2004,  the 
U.S.  overseers  brokered  a constitution  that 
enshrined  Islamic  sharia  law.  Despite  the 
token  presence  of  women  in  the  constitu- 
ent assembly  and  a claim  that  women  have 
"equal  rights,"  the  constitution  states  that 
“no  law  can  be  contrary  to  the  beliefs  and 
provisions  of  the  sacred  religion  of  Islam." 
In  2006,  Karzai's  cabinet  reestablished 
the  Department  for  the  Promotion  of  Vir- 
tue and  Prevention  of  Vice,  which  was 
notorious  under  the  Taliban  for  its  brutal 
imposition  of  sharia,  including  stoning  to 
death  women  who  defied  its  edicts. 

Calling  Afghanistan  “the  good  war” 
in  2009  the  Obama  administration  rein- 
forced the  U.S.  occupation  with  another 

30,000  troops.  The  imperialist  troops, 
full  of  racist  contempt,  continue  to  mas- 
sacre untold  numbers  of  civilians.  Ameri- 
can soldiers  have  murdered  Afghans  for 
sport,  cut  off  their  fingers  as  trophies  and 
urinated  on  their  dead  bodies.  Marine 
snipers  have  posed  for  photos  with  a 
flag  bearing  the  Nazi  SS  insignia.  Sol- 
diers regularly  stage  night  raids  in  which 
they  go  after  suspected  opponents  of  the 
Afghan  regime  at  private  homes  and  shoot 
dead  whoever  opens  the  door.  The  explo- 
sion of  anger  that  followed  the  revelation 
that  the  U.S.  military  had  burned  copies 
of  the  Koran  last  month  shows  the  depth 
of  resentment  that  has  built  up  among  the 
Afghan  peoples. 

In  the  latest  atrocity,  a U.S.  Army  staff 
sergeant  went  door-to-door  in  a village 
in  southern  Afghanistan  overnight  on 
March  11,  gunning  down  at  least  16  civil- 
ians, including  nine  children.  This  out- 
rage provoked  an  immediate  condemna- 
tion from  the  Karzai  government  and 
vows  for  vengeance  from  the  Taliban,  fur- 
ther complicating  the  U.S.  rulers’  efforts 
to  extricate  themselves  from  the  Afghani- 
stan quagmire. 

After  repeated  instances  of  Afghan 
forces  turning  their  guns  on  American 
soldiers,  the  Obama  administration  an- 
nounced last  month  that  it  was  moving  up 
the  timetable  for  ending  U.S.  troops’  “com- 
bat role”  to  some  time  next  year  and  with- 
drawing them  in  2014.  The  U.S.  is  looking 
to  open  negotiations  with  the  Taliban, 
which  continues  to  control  large  parts  of 
the  country,  in  order  to  somehow  cobble 
together  a “political  solution”  that  would 
create  a modicum  of  stability  after  U.S. 
troops  are  withdrawn.  Karzai's  approval  of 
the  clerics’  woman-hating  "code  of  con- 
duct” is  widely  seen  to  be  an  overture  to 
the  Taliban  on  the  part  of  his  regime. 

As  Marxists,  our  starting  point  in 
opposing  the  U.S.  occupation  is  proletar- 
ian class  opposition  to  America’s  capi- 
talist rulers  and  their  imperialist  preda- 
tions. In  the  lead-up  to  the  2001  invasion, 
we  called  for  the  military  defense  of 
Afghanistan  against  the  U.S.  and  allied 
forces  without  giving  any  support  to  the 
Taliban  reactionaries.  In  the  face  of  the 
ongoing  occupation,  we  emphasize  that 
every  blow  struck  against  the  blood- 
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soaked  U.S.  ruling  class  is  a blow  against 
the  chief  enemy  of  working  people  and 
the  oppressed  around  the  world.  All  U.S./ 
NATO  troops  out  of  Afghanistan  now! 

Afghanistan:  Front  Line  of  the 
Anti-Soviet  War  Drive 

In  their  drive  for  world  domination, 
the  U.S.  imperialists  have  never  had  any 
compunction  about  siding  with  the  most 
retrograde  social  forces.  It  is  impossible  to 
comprehend  the  current  plight  of  Afghan 
women  without  examining  Washington’s 
role  in  backing  the  forces  of  Islamic 
reaction  against  the  Soviet  Union  and  its 
PDPA  allies  starting  in  1978. 

Many  of  the  modernizing  left  national- 
ists who  led  the  PDPA  were  educated  and 


lars  in  aid  went  to  an  array  of  Islamist 
groups  based  in  Peshawar,  Pakistan,  and 
to  that  country’s  ISI  intelligence  service. 
The  CIA  used  the  ISI  and  the  Egyptian 
and  Saudi  intelligence  services  to  cre- 
ate, train,  finance  and  arm  a network  of 

70,000  Islamists  (including  Osama  bin 
Laden)  from  more  than  50  countries  to 
fight  the  Soviets  in  Afghanistan,  giving 
a huge  boost  to  Muslim  fundamentalist 
movements  the  world  over. 

We  wrote  at  the  time  of  the  Soviet 
intervention:  “For  revolutionary  social- 
ists there  is  nothing  tricky,  nothing 
ambiguous  about  the  war  in  Afghanistan. 
The  Soviet  Army  and  its  left-nationalist 
allies  are  fighting  an  anti-communist, 
anti-democratic  melange  of  landlords. 


Women  and  men 
work  side  by  side 
at  car  and  truck 
repair  facility 
in  Kabul,  under 
Soviet-backed 
PDPA  regime. 


trained  in  the  Soviet  Union,  which  they 
rightly  saw  as  a source  of  social  progress. 
The  Soviet  Union  was  a workers  state  that 
embodied  key  social  gains  of  the  Octo- 
ber 1917  Russian  Revolution,  centrally  a 
planned  economy  and  collectivized  prop- 
erty, despite  its  subsequent  degeneration 
under  a nationalist  Stalinist  bureaucracy. 
Progressive-minded  activists  in  Afghani- 
stan in  the  1970s  looked  at  the  example  of 
Soviet  Central  Asia,  just  across  the  bor- 
der, which  was  a modern  society  where 
women  went  unveiled,  were  educated 
and  participated  in  public  life  and  where 
everyone  had  access  to  free  education  and 
health  care. 

On  coming  to  power  in  April  1978, 
the  PDPA  began  to  implement  serious 
reforms  favoring  women  and  poor  peas- 
ants, such  as  redistributing  the  land,  low- 
ering the  bride  price,  educating  women 
and  freeing  them  from  the  burqa.  In  the 
context  of  this  cruelly  backward  coun- 
try, which  had  far  more  mullahs  than 
industrial  workers,  such  reforms  had  an 
explosive  impact.  They  fueled  a revolt 
by  reactionary  traditionalists  who  sought 
to  maintain  the  old  society,  including  its 
all-encompassing  degradation  of  women. 
When  the  Muslim  insurgency  threatened 
the  PDPA’s  hold  on  power,  the  govern- 
ment made  repeated  requests  for  Soviet 
assistance,  until  the  Soviets  finally  dis- 
patched tens  of  thousands  of  troops  to 
Afghanistan  in  December  1979. 

This  was  the  only  war  in  modern  his- 
tory fought  centrally  over  women’s  rights. 
From  the  start,  the  U.S.  imperialists, 
determined  to  strike  a blow  against  the 
Soviet  Union,  took  the  side  of  benighted 
reaction.  Democratic  president  Jimmy 
Carter  and  his  successor.  Republican  Ron- 
ald Reagan,  backed  the  mujahedin  holy 
warriors  to  the  hilt  in  the  biggest  covert 
CIA  operation  in  history.  Billions  of  dol- 


money  lenders,  tribal  chiefs  and  mullahs 
committed  to  mass  illiteracy....  The  gut- 
level  response  of  every  radical  leftist 
should  be  fullest  solidarity  with  the  Soviet 
Red  Army"  ( Spartacist  [English-language 
edition]  No.  29,  Summer  1980).  The  threat 
of  a CIA-backed  Islamic  takeover  on 
the  USSR’s  southern  flank  posed  direct- 
ly the  need  for  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union.  Moreover, 
the  extended  Soviet  presence  opened  the 
possibility  of  social  liberation  for  the 
Afghan  masses,  particularly  women.  We 
proclaimed:  Hail  Red  Army!  Extend 
social  gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to 
the  Afghan  peoples! 

In  contrast,  the  bulk  of  the  left  inter- 
nationally, with  few  exceptions,  eagerly 
joined  the  imperialist  chorus  against  the 
Soviet  Union  and  whitewashed  the  muja- 
hedin. The  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization and  its  then  ally  in  Britain,  Tony 
Cliff’s  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP), 
stood  foursquare  with  the  imperialists. 
The  12  January  1980  issue  of  the  SWP’s 
Socialist  Worker  blared,  “Troops  Out  of 
Afghanistan!"  In  1981,  the  then  fake- 
Trotskyist  United  Secretariat  of  Ernest 
Mandel  called  for  "stopping  Soviet  occu- 
pation in  Afghanistan."  In  howling  with 
the  imperialist  wolves  against  the  Soviet 
intervention,  these  groups  made  common 
cause  with  the  worst  enemies  of  the  rights 
of  women  and  all  the  oppressed. 

Huge  Gains  for  Afghan  Women 
Under  Soviet  Presence 

Freeing  Afghan  women  from  purdah 
(seclusion)  and  giving  land  to  the  peas- 
ants required  ending  the  domination  of 
the  mullahs  and  tribal  khans  and  over- 
turning the  country’s  entire  social  struc- 
ture. But  the  popular  base  of  support 
for  such  moves  within  Afghanistan  was 
very  narrow.  The  country  utterly  lacked 


a proletariat  with  any  social  weight.  Its 
tiny  manufacturing  workforce  of  some 

35,000  was  dwarfed  by  the  quarter  mil- 
lion Islamic  clerics.  Those  elements  in 
the  cities  aspiring  to  progress  were  sur- 
rounded by  a sea  of  nomadic  herdsmen 
and  landless  peasants  beholden  to  the 
khans  and  the  landlords.  Thus,  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Red  Army,  together  with  sub- 
stantial Soviet  aid,  was  essential  to  social 
progress. 

Afghan  women  made  unprecedented 
gains  under  the  Soviet  umbrella.  While 
the  1964  constitution  had  declared  women 
equal  to  men,  equality  largely  remained 
on  paper  except  for  a few  women  in  the 
upper  strata  of  urban  society.  A thin  layer 
of  women  had  taken  off  the  burqa  and 
obtained  education  and  employment  out- 
side the  home,  but  even  in  Kabul,  the  main 
urban  center,  half  of  all  women  still  wore 
the  full  veil  in  the  late  1970s.  Throughout 
the  country,  98  percent  of  women  were 
totally  illiterate.  In  the  1980s,  in  contrast, 
there  were  vast  opportunities  for  women 
to  escape  at  least  the  strictest  restraints  of 
purdah.  Many  thousands  became  univer- 
sity students,  workers,  professionals  and 
leftist  activists. 

Suraya  Parlika.  a founder  of  the  PDPA- 
affiliated  Democratic  Women’s  Organiza- 
tion, recounted  some  of  these  accomplish- 
ments in  the  2007  documentary  Afghan 
Women:  A History  of  Struggle:  “Women 
worked  very  hard  to  get  their  rights. 
They  formed  childcare  centers  in  their 
workplaces  to  make  it  easier  for  women 
to  work.  Maternity  leave  was  extended 
to  three  months  from  six  weeks  and 
they  were  still  getting  their  salary.”  The 
Afghan  government  also  began  mass  lit- 
eracy campaigns  and  provided  free  medi- 
cal care. 

By  the  late  1980s,  women  made  up  40 
percent  of  the  country’s  doctors  (women 
doctors  were  in  high  demand,  especially 
in  rural  areas,  where  women  were  still 
strictly  secluded  and  barred  from  con- 
sulting male  doctors).  Sixty  percent  of 
the  instructors  at  Kabul  University  and  65 
percent  of  the  student  body  were  women. 
Family  courts,  in  some  cases  presided 
over  by  female  judges,  had  replaced  the 
mullahs’  sharia  courts.  The  number  of 
working  women  increased  50-fold.  By 
1987,  there  were  an  estimated  245,000 
women  working  in  fields  ranging  from 
construction,  printing  and  food  process- 
ing to  radio  and  TV  journalism  and  espe- 
cially teaching,  where  they  made  up  70 
percent  of  the  workforce. 

In  a 1994  PhD  thesis.  Educated  Afghan 
Women  in  Search  of  Their  Identities,  the 
Afghan-born  academic  Sharifa  Sharif 
reported  on  her  1987  interviews  with  30 
women  workers  in  Kabul,  undertaken  as 
part  of  a survey  for  the  United  Nations 
Development  Program.  The  sharp  increase 
in  women  s participation  in  economic  life 
was  partly  due  to  the  war,  which  had 
taken  away  many  men  and  brought  women 
from  the  countryside  into  Kabul.  But  it 
was  also  the  result  of  greater  legal  rights, 
supportive  government  policies  and  eco- 
nomic development,  including  the  con- 
struction of  new  homes,  factories,  schools 
and  hospitals. 

The  transformation  of  these  women 
from  backward  traditionalist  areas  into 
skilled  workers  gives  a glimpse  of  what 
might  have  been  achieved  if  Afghanistan 
had  been  able  to  continue  its  Soviet- 
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assisted  development.  While  initially  en- 
countering fierce  resistance  from  their 
families,  women  workers  were  exposed  to 
technology,  education  and  literacy.  They 
took  pride  in  acquiring  job  skills  and 
becoming  ustad  (expert  masters)  in  their 
fields.  Some  were  sent  for  training  to  the 
Soviet  Union.  At  a construction  site,  Sha- 
rif interviewed  a 23-year-old  widow  and 
mother  of  two  children,  who  was  one  of 
three  female  crane  operators,  a job  never 
before  done  by  a woman  in  Afghanistan. 

Many  women  took  up  arms  against 
the  mujahedin  threat.  Four  of  seven  mili- 
tary commanders  appointed  in  1986  were 
women.  By  1989,  the  regime  reported  hav- 
ing armed  some  15,000  women.  The  same 
year,  all  female  members  of  the  PDPA 
received  military  training  and  arms.  The 
arming  of  unveiled  women  with  Kalash- 
nikovs symbolized  the  social  transforma- 
tion then  under  way  in  Afghanistan.  As 
early  as  1984,  Indian  journalist  Patricia 
Sethi  reported  encountering  15-year-old 
girls  carrying  rifles  who  were  members  of 
a civilian  brigade  in  a village  near  Kabul: 
“They  spoke  fervently  and  passionately 
about  their  revolution  and  what  it  meant 
for  young  women  in  Afghanistan:  it  meant 
‘an  education,  freedom  from  the  veil,  free- 
dom from  feudalists  who  want  to  keep  us 
down,’  said  Khalida.  ‘We  do  not  want  to 
become  the  fourth  wife  of  a 60-year-old 
man,  existing  solely  for  his  whim  and 
pleasure’”  (India  Today,  31  July  1984). 

Soviet  Withdrawal  Betrayed 
Afghan  Women 

The  Soviet  military  presence  posed 
the  possibility  not  only  of  defeating  the 
U.S.-backed  Islamists  but  also  of  incor- 
porating Afghanistan  into  the  Soviet  sys- 
tem. In  the  1920s,  Soviet  Central  Asia 
looked  remarkably  like  Afghanistan  in 
the  1970s — a miserably  backward  and 
desolate  place  where  women  were  bought 
and  sold.  Every  step  toward  emancipation 
taken  by  the  Soviet  regime  was  met  with 
fierce  resistance  from  the  khans,  mul- 
lahs and  their  armed  gangs  of  basmachi 
(the  mujahedin  of  the  time),  including  the 
wholesale  murder  of  Communist  agita- 
tors and  women  who  rejected  the  veil. 

The  imposition  of  Soviet  power  under 
the  umbrella  of  the  Red  Army  created  the 
conditions  for  dismantling  centuries-old 
tribal/clerical  domination  and  developing 
the  region’s  vast  natural  resources.  Once 
the  Soviet  Army  got  the  upper  hand  against 
the  basmachi  in  1922.  Bolshevik  women 
activists  were  sent  in  to  work  among  the 
horribly  oppressed  women,  who  stood  to 
benefit  most  from  the  extension  of  the 
gains  of  the  October  Revolution.  Under 
Lenin's  guidance,  they  set  out  to  gradually 
undermine  the  power  and  authority  of  the 
khans’  and  mullahs'  institutions  through 
legal  and  administrative  measures,  demon- 
strating that  the  Communists  were  the 
foremost  fighters  for  the  oppressed. 

Beginning  with  the  Stalinist  political 
counterrevolution  in  1923-24,  the  USSR 
underwent  a qualitative  bureaucratic  de- 
generation in  which  the  working  class  was 
deprived  of  political  power.  Even  after 
this,  however,  the  necessities  of  industri- 
alization and  economic  planning  contin- 
ued to  produce  particularly  huge  benefits 
for  Central  Asia.  As  the  USSR  was  trans- 
formed from  a largely  peasant  country 
into  an  industrial  power  starting  in  the 
late  1920s  and  early  ’30s,  Soviet  women 
were  increasingly  mobilized  to  work  in 
industry.  In  Central  Asia,  women  entered 
the  industrial  workforce  in  large  numbers 
during  World  War  II,  when  many  Soviet 
factories  were  relocated  to  the  region 
away  from  the  front  lines  of  the  war. 

Had  the  Soviet  leadership  been  deter- 
mined to  see  the  war  in  Afghanistan 
through  to  victory,  the  country  could 
have  undergone  similarly  immense  social 
progress  through  the  construction  of  a 
modern  infrastructure,  the  creation  of 
a significant  urban  proletariat  and  the 
institution  of  economic  planning.  But  the 
Stalinist  bureaucrats  in  the  Kremlin  did 
not  pursue  this  course.  Instead,  the  regime 
of  Mikhail  Gorbachev  withdrew  the  Red 
Army  in  1988-89. 

This  was  not  because  it  faced  military 
defeat;  to  the  end.  the  Soviet  Army  had 


the  upper  hand  militarily.  The  Soviet 
withdrawal  was  a political  decision  by 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy  in  Moscow  car- 
ried out  with  the  fatuous  aim  of  appeas- 
ing U.S.  imperialism.  It  was  a betrayal  of 
the  Afghan  masses,  especially  women, 
that  helped  pave  the  way  for  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union 
itself  in  1991-92. 

The  Stalinist  bureaucracy  was  a con- 
tradictory caste  whose  nationalist  outlook 
subordinated  the  interests  of  the  world 
proletariat  to  the  defense  of  its  own  privi- 
leged position  as  a parasitic  layer  resting 
on  the  collectivized  economy.  The  1979 
Red  Army  intervention  was  a decent  and 
progressive  act,  even  if  it  was  carried  out 
by  the  corrupt  and  conservative  regime 
of  Leonid  Brezhnev,  that  cut  against  the 
grain  of  the  Stalinist  dogma  of  "socialism 
in  one  country.”  However,  we  warned  from 
the  outset  that  the  bureaucracy  might  cut  a 
deal  at  the  expense  of  the  Afghan  peoples 
as  part  of  its  quest  for  "peaceful  coexis- 
tence” with  Washington.  We  fought  for 
a proletarian  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  treacherous  Stalinist  bureaucracy  and 
return  the  Soviet  Union  to  the  Bolshevik 
internationalism  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 

After  the  Soviet  withdrawal,  the  Afghan 
government  fought  on  valiantly  for  three 
years.  The  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee— a class-struggle  legal  and  social 
defense  organization  associated  with  the 
Spartacist  League — wrote  to  the  PDPA 
government  in  1989  offering  to  organize 
an  international  brigade  to  help  fight 
the  forces  of  Islamic  reaction.  When 
that  offer  was  turned  down,  the  PDC,  at 
the  request  of  the  Afghan  government, 
launched  an  international  fund  drive  to 
aid  civilian  victims  of  the  mujahedin 
siege  of  the  city  of  Jalalabad,  raising  over 
$44,000.  The  Afghan  forces  were  able  to 
repel  this  attack. 

When  the  mujahedin  finally  took  Kabul 
in  1992,  re-enslaving  Afghan  women,  the 


Photo  published  in  1926  shows  female 
tral  Asia,  presiding  at  trial  where  veiled 

population,  emerged  as  the  strongest  of 
the  mujahedin  factions.  Backed  by  Pak- 
istan and  supported  by  the  U.S.,  it  came 
to  power  in  1996.  A year  later,  an  Ameri- 
can diplomat  declared:  “The  Taliban 
will  probably  develop  like  the  Saudis 
did.  There  will  be  Aramco,  pipelines,  an 
emir,  no  parliament  and  lots  of  Sharia  law. 
We  can  live  with  that"  (quoted  in  Ahmed 
Rashid,  Taliban:  Militant  Islam,  Oil  and 
Fundamentalism  in  Central  Asia  [20001). 
Only  when  the  U.S.  rulers  realized  that 
there  would  be  no  Aramco  (or  any  other 
oil  company)  and  no  pipelines  did  they 
start  talking  about  the  Taliban’s  barbaric 
treatment  of  women. 

Many  of  the  CIA-financed  funda- 
mentalists who  fought  the  Soviets  in 
Afghanistan  in  the  1980s  turned  against 
their  former  paymasters  over  the  follow- 
ing decade.  This  was  the  case  with  the 
September  11,  2001  attacks  carried  out 
by  Osama  bin  Laden’s  A1  Qaeda  network, 
which  led  in  turn  to  the  U.S.  invasion 
of  Afghanistan.  After  ousting  the  Tal- 
iban, the  Bush  administration  installed  a 
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various  tribally-based  militias  carried 
out  a vengeful  war  of  mass  murder,  tor- 
ture and  rape  of  rival  ethnic  populations, 
which  left  at  least  50,000  people  dead  in 
Kabul  alone.  This  led  to  four  years  of 
horror  under  the  rule  of  various  warring 
fundamentalist  factions  which  brought 
the  city  to  the  point  of  famine  and  total 
devastation. 

A recent  New  York  Times  article  (“In 
Afghanistan,  a Soviet  Past  Lies  in  Ruins," 
1 1 February)  captured  some  of  the  destruc- 
tion wrought  by  these  U.S.-backed  cut- 
throats. The  article  notes  that  in  the  Soviet 
House  of  Science  and  Culture  during  the 
1980s,  “Soviets  and  Afghans  gathered 
for  lectures,  films  and  the  propagation 
of  modernizing  ideas  that  for  a while 
refashioned  Kabul,  including  a time  when 
women  could  work  outside  the  home  in 
Western  clothing."  It  continued: 

"But  during  the  civil  war  of  1992-96, 
the  House  of  Science  and  Culture  was 
occupied  by  one  faction  and  wrecked  as 
another  lobbed  shells  down  from  a nearby 
hill.  Today,  the  auditoriums  are  littered 
with  rubble;  cold  air  comes  in  through 
rocket  holes;  and  once-bold  Soviet  murals 
of  men  and  women.  Afghans  and  Rus- 
sians, are  hidden  in  the  squalid  darkness 
near  cartoon  images  depicting  a Taliban 
fighter  instructing  children  to  become 
suicide  bombers." 

Eventually  the  Taliban,  recruiting  from 
the  historically  dominant  Pashtun  ethnic 


regime  based  largely  on  the  same  muja- 
hedin warlords  who  devastated  the  coun- 
try from  1992-96. 

The  Impact  of  Counterrevolution 
in  the  USSR 

The  counterrevolutionary  destruction 
of  the  Soviet  Union  has  fed  the  bon- 
fires of  social  reaction  on  a global  scale. 
In  many  countries,  women’s  rights  and 
social  progress  in  general  have  been 
thrown  back  by  generations.  For  working 
people  in  the  ex-Soviet  Union  and  the  for- 
mer deformed  workers  states  of  East  and 
Central  Europe,  the  return  of  capitalism 
has  been  a calamity  measured  in  unem- 
ployment, homelessness,  collapsing  life 
expectancy  and  intercommunal  violence. 

In  ex-Soviet  Central  Asia,  while  the 
effects  of  more  than  seven  decades  of 
socialized  economic  development  did 
not  permit  a quick  and  easy  victory  for 
the  Islamic  fundamentalists,  millions 
of  women  have  found  themselves  again 
trapped  under  veils  and  classified  as 
second-class  citizens.  Fewer  and  fewer 
girls  attend  secondary  schools.  In  much 
of  the  region,  women  can  no  longer  initi- 
ate a divorce.  The  resurgence  of  nation- 
alism has  led  to  interethnic  strife,  as  in 
Tajikistan  in  1992-97  and  more  recently  in 
Kyrgyzstan.  The  region  remains  a powder 
keg,  where  ethnic  clashes  continue  to  rage. 
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judge  in  Tajikistan,  part  of  Soviet  Cen- 
woman  accuses  her  husband  of  abuse. 

The  horrors  produced  by  U.S.  imperial- 
ism’s “holy  war”  against  the  Soviet  Union 
in  Afghanistan,  as  well  as  its  present 
occupation  of  the  country,  underline  how 
the  capitalist  system  is  a barrier  to  social 
progress  and  a breeding  ground  for  reac- 
tion. As  in  Afghanistan,  U.S.  occupation 
forces  devastated  Iraq  during  their  occu- 
pation of  that  country,  fueling  sectarian 
massacres  and  throwing  back  the  rights 
of  women  and  other  oppressed. 

Through  its  “war  on  terror,”  U.S.  im- 
perialism aims  to  impose  its  will  on 
oppressed  peoples  around  the  world.  The 
despotic  bourgeoisies  of  the  neocolonies 
subjugate  and  plunder  their  “own”  people 
for  their  own  profit  and  that  of  the  impe- 
rialists to  whom  they  are  beholden.  There 
is  plenty  of  hatred  among  the  masses  for 
these  parasites  and  their  overlords,  how- 
ever the  aspirations  of  the  downtrodden 
have  increasingly  been  channeled  into 
religious  reaction.  Islamist  forces  con- 
tinue to  grow  in  influence  throughout 
North  Africa  and  the  Near  East,  from 
Egypt  to  Gaza  to  Turkey  and  beyond. 

The  only  way  forward  is  the  struggle 
for  an  internationalist  revolutionary  lead- 
ership dedicated  to  the  fight  for  work- 
ers revolutions  in  both  the  neocolonies 
and  the  heartlands  of  world  imperialism. 
While  this  may  seem  a distant  prospect  in 
this  very  reactionary  political  period,  the 
bitter  truth  is  that  no  other  road  can  put  an 
end  to  ethnic  and  national  oppression,  the 
oppression  of  women  and  the  exploitation 
of  working  people. 

The  domestic  complement  of  the  mur- 
derous occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan is  an  escalating  war  on  the  U.S. 
working  class,  black  people  and  immi- 
grants. While  a handful  of  wealthy  capi- 
talists accrue  massive  profits,  the  rest  of 
the  population  is  faced  with  increasing 
assaults  on  its  living  standards  or  utter 
poverty.  Moreover,  anti-woman  religious 
fundamentalism  is  also  rampant  on  the 
home  front,  as  bourgeois  politics  is  satu- 
rated with  God  and  the  right  to  abortion 
and  even  contraception  is  under  siege. 

The  purpose  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League  (Fourth  Internationalist), 
of  which  the  Spartacist  League  is  the  U.S. 
section,  is  to  forge  revolutionary  Marxist 
parties  modeled  after  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolshevik  Party  that  led  the  October 
Revolution.  Only  the  working  class  has 
the  social  power  and  objective  inter- 
est to  sweep  away  the  deeply  irrational 
and  inhumane  capitalist  system  through 
socialist  revolution,  replacing  it  with  a 
planned  economy  in  which  production  is 
based  on  the  human  needs  of  all.  rather 
than  profits  for  the  few. 

Particularly  in  the  neocolonial  world, 
where  women’s  oppression  is  so  acute, 
women  workers  will  be  in  the  front  ranks 
of  such  parties.  The  overthrow  of  the 
imperialist-dominated  world  order  will 
lay  a material  basis  to  free  women  from 
age-old  family  servitude  and  reorganize 
society  in  the  interest  of  all.  The  social 
functions  of  the  family — housework, 
child  rearing,  preparation  of  food,  etc. — 
will  be  replaced  by  collectivized  institu- 
tions. When  the  bloody  rule  of  capital  is 
swept  away  by  the  workers  of  the  world, 
the  veil,  the  bride  price,  purdah,  “honor 
killings”  and  the  social  degradation  of 
women  in  all  its  forms  will  become  but 
bitter  memories  of  a barbaric  past.  ■ 
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Fight  Union  Busting  Through  United  International  Class  Struggle! 


Canada : Caterpillar  Bosses  Relocate 
Plant  to  “Right  to  Work”  Indiana 


London,  Ontario:  Auto  workers  and  supporters  picket  outside  Electro-Motive 
plant,  January  2. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Spartacist  Canada  No.  172  (Spring  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste,  Canadian  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 

SPARTACIST-^ 

Caterpillar’s  move  to  lock  out  the  465 
members  of  Canadian  Auto  Workers 
(CAW)  Local  27  at  its  London,  Ontario, 
Electro-Motive  plant  on  New  Year’s  Day 
marked  a further  escalation  in  the  capital- 
ists' war  on  labour.  The  company,  notori- 
ous for  union-busting  in  the  U.S.  Midwest 
in  the  1990s,  demanded  that  the  CAW 
swallow  a pay  cut  of  nearly  55  percent — 
from  $35  to  $16.50  an  hour — along  with 
the  elimination  of  the  pension  plan.  CAT 
is  meanwhile  rolling  in  profits,  some  $4.9 
billion  last  year  alone. 

Rejecting  these  outrageous  demands, 
the  CAW  set  up  round-the-clock  pick- 
ets and  called  on  the  labour  movement 
to  hot  cargo  (boycott)  any  locomotives 
sent  out  of  the  plant.  Flying  pickets  from 
CAW  Locals  27  and  88,  which  organizes 
workers  at  the  nearby  CAMI  auto  plant 
in  Ingersoll,  managed  to  block  one  loco- 
motive, keeping  it  under  guard  on  a rail 
siding  for  nearly  a week.  On  January  21, 
10.000  workers  descended  on  London  for 
a mass  protest,  testament  to  the  wide- 
spread anger  at  the  base  of  the  unions. 

But  Caterpillar  dealt  its  final  blow  two 
weeks  later  by  announcing  the  permanent 
closure  of  the  factory.  Production  is  to  be 
shifted  to  a retooled,  non-union  plant 
in  Muncie,  Indiana,  where  workers  will 
be  paid  $12.50  to  $14.50  an  hour.  The 
announcement  came  two  days  after  the 
Indiana  state  legislature  adopted  an  anti- 
union law  that  bans  the  closed  shop. 

Caterpillar’s  steamrolling  of  the  CAW 
is  a big  defeat  for  the  labour  movement 
that  will  reverberate  far  beyond  the  Lon- 
don area.  Some  450,000  manufacturing 
jobs  have  been  destroyed  in  Canada  since 
2006.  Southwestern  Ontario,  long  the 
country’s  industrial  heartland,  increas- 
ingly resembles  the  adjacent  U.S.  Rust 
Belt  with  its  abandoned,  hollowed-out 


factories.  Unemployment  in  cities  like 
London  and  Windsor  is  around  10  per- 
cent. Many  workers  who  still  have  jobs 
have  been  forced  to  take  huge  cuts  in  pay 
and  benefits.  This  race  to  the  bottom  was 
kicked  off  by  the  CAW  leadership’s  sur- 
render of  $19  to  $22  an  hour  in  givebacks 
to  General  Motors  and  Chrysler  three 
years  ago  as  part  of  the  auto  company 
bailouts  engineered  by  the  U.S.  and  Cana- 
dian governments. 

CAT’s  union-busting  is  one  of  a spate 
of  lockouts  by  corporations  seeking  to 
wrest  ever  bigger  concessions  from  the 
unions,  or  to  eliminate  them  altogether. 
Members  of  United  Steelworkers  (USW) 
Local  1005  in  Hamilton  were  locked  out 
for  nearly  a year,  finally  surrendering 
last  October  to  U.S.  Steel’s  demand  to 
gut  the  pension  plan.  The  same  day  the 
Electro-Motive  lockout  began,  Rio  Tinto 
Alcan  locked  out  800  USW  workers  at 
an  aluminum  smelter  in  Alma,  Quebec, 
demanding  the  right  to  vastly  increase  the 
subcontracting  of  jobs  at  half  the  normal 
pay  rate. 

In  the  U.S.,  1.300  workers  at  American 
Crystal  Sugar,  the  country’s  largest  sugar 


beet  producer,  have  been  locked-out  since 
August.  A three-month  lockout  of  1,050 
USW  unionists  at  Cooper  Tire  in  Ohio 
ended  in  late  February  when  workers  voted 
to  accept  a contract  that  includes  major 
givebacks.  Victory  to  the  Rio  Tinto  Alcan 
and  American  Crystal  workers!  Defend  the 
unions! 

Nationalism  Undermines 
the  Unions 

There  are  crucial  lessons  to  be  drawn 
from  the  Caterpillar  defeat.  Central  among 
them  is  the  understanding  that  there  can  be 
no  "partnership”  between  labour  and  the 
capitalists,  whose  sole  aim  is  to  line  their 
pockets  through  savage  exploitation  of  the 
workers.  The  nationalism  and  class  col- 
laboration promoted  by  the  union  bureauc- 
racy and  its  allies  in  the  social-democratic 
NDP  [New  Democratic  Party]  have  only 
poisoned  and  derailed  labour’s  struggle. 
They  foster  deadly  illusions  that  Cana- 
dian capitalists  are.  or  can  be,  the  work- 
ers' allies,  while  scapegoating  workers 
elsewhere,  in  this  case  in  the  U.S.,  for  job 
losses  at  home.  The  assaults  of  the  U.S.  and 
Canadian  capitalists  can  only  be  fought 
through  united  international  class  struggle! 

Like  much  of  North  American  indus- 
try. locomotive  production  has  long  been 
thoroughly  integrated  across  the  Canada- 
U.S.  border.  Another  Caterpillar-owned 
locomotive  facility  in  suburban  Chicago 
is  organized  by  the  United  Auto  Work- 
ers (UAW),  as  are  nearly  10,000  other 
CAT  workers  in  various  U.S.  cities.  But 
rather  than  appeal  to  American  workers 
for  a common  fight  against  a common 
enemy,  the  CAW  bureaucrats  claimed  that 
Canadian-nationalist  protectionism  is  the 
answer  and  called  on  the  Tory  govern- 
ment in  Ottawa  to  tighten  restrictions  on 
foreign  ownership. 

In  fact,  the  London  Electro-Motive 
factory  has  always  been  foreign  owned, 
first  by  GM,  then  by  a hedge  fund  and 
since  2010  by  Caterpillar.  Employment  in 
the  London  plant  greatly  expanded  two 
decades  ago  when  GM  closed  much  of  its 
Illinois  locomotive  facility — which  once 


employed  13,000  skilled  workers — in  the 
wake  of  the  1988  U.S.-Canada  free-trade 
deal.  Back  then,  the  cost  of  labour  in 
Canada  was  much  lower  than  in  the  U.S.. 
mainly  due  to  a weak  Canadian  dollar 
and  cheaper  health  care  costs.  The  CAW 
misleaders  sought  to  use  this  to  their 
advantage,  pleading  for  GM  and  other 
U.S.  companies  to  expand  their  facilities 
north  of  the  border. 

The  bureaucratically-engineered  split  of 
the  CAW  from  the  UAW  in  1984-85  was 
based  on  just  such  pernicious  nationalism. 
As  we  wrote  at  the  time: 

"Once  the  most  powerful  union  in  North 
America,  the  UAW  has  been  crimi- 
nally weakened  and  undermined  by  the 
misleaders  on  both  sides  of  the  border. 
Decimated  by  plant  closures  and  massive 
layoffs,  the  ranks  of  the  union  have  had 
their  pockets  picked  by  these  labor  trai- 
tors in  givebacks  of  billions  of  dollars 
and  entire  programs  won  in  past  strug- 
gles. Now  the  bureaucrats  divide  the 
union  along  the  artificial  border  between 
Canada  and  the  U.S....” 

— "Bureaucrats  Split  UAW," 

SC  No.  63.  April  1985 

Playing  on  such  divisions,  the  capitalists 
have  successfully  whipsawed  the  workers 
against  each  other  along  national  lines, 
driving  down  wages  and  working  condi- 
tions everywhere.  Today,  with  the  Cana- 
dian dollar  at  par  and  American  unions 
even  weaker  than  those  in  this  country  after 
decades  of  bureaucratic  sellouts,  companies 
like  CAT  and  GM  are  moving  investment 
back  to  the  U.S.,  which  is  seen  as  a bastion 
of  low  pay  and  paltry  benefits.  When  the 
workers  are  divided,  only  the  bosses  win. 

The  nationalism  of  the  CAW  leaders 
was  in  full  evidence  at  the  January  21 
rally,  which  featured  hundreds  of  Cana- 
dian flags  held  alongside  CAW  union 
flags;  organizers  were  handing  out  both 
as  the  workers  arrived.  NDP  placards 
demanded  "Canadian  jobs  first,”  and 
interim  NDP  leader  Nycole  Ttirmel  and 
various  CAW  and  other  union  bureaucrats 
pushed  the  same  theme  from  the  speakers 
platform.  A delegation  of  United  Electri- 
cal unionists  at  a General  Electric  loco- 
motive plant  made  the  trip  from  Pennsyl- 
vania, but  there  was  no  visible  presence  at 
all  from  the  UAW,  even  though  London  is 
only  about  two  hours  drive  from  Detroit. 
The  UAW  tops  didn't  so  much  as  post 
a token  "solidarity”  message  for  CAW 
Local  27  on  their  union  website. 

Also  welcomed  to  the  platform  was 
London  mayor  Joe  Fontana,  who  recently 
mobilized  the  cops  to  evict  Occupy  Lon- 
don protesters.  Fontana  was  formerly 
labour  minister  in  the  federal  Liberal 
government  of  Paul  Martin.  It  was  the 
sweeping  attacks  on  social  programs  by 
the  Chr&ien/Martin  Liberals  in  the  1990s 
and  early  2000s  that  paved  the  way  for 
today's  slash-and-burn  Tory  regime.  For 
their  part,  the  New  Democrats  enforce 
capitalist  rule  against  the  workers  when- 
ever they  get  the  chance,  including  today 
in  Manitoba  and  Nova  Scotia  where  they 
run  provincial  governments. 

Despite  the  dominant  nationalism, 
there  was  openness  to  an  international- 
ist class  perspective  among  the  workers 
in  London.  Supporters  of  the  Trotskyist 
continued  on  page  9 


January  2011:  Protest  at  Indiana  Statehouse  against  "right  to  work"  legisla- 
tion, which  was  passed  last  month. 
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Capitalist  State  Fuels  Racist  Vigilantes 


Trayvon  Martin:  Killed  for 
Being  Black  in  America 


Sanford,  Florida: 
Rally  by  protesters 
outraged  over  killing 
of  Trayvon  Martin  by 
“Neighborhood  Watch” 
vigilante,  March  22. 


(inset),  AP 


MARCH  26 — The  racist  killing  one 
month  ago  of  17-year-old  Trayvon  Mar- 
tin by  a vigilante  in  Sanford,  Florida,  has 
touched  off  a wave  of  protest  that  con- 
tinues in  cities  and  towns  coast  to  coast. 
Trayvon’s  anguished  parents  have  spoken 
a bitter  truth  known  to  all  black  families: 
what  happened  on  February  26  could  hap- 
pen to  anyone  like  him — at  the  hands  of 
either  lone-wolf  racists  or  police  thugs-in- 
blue.  Nearly  50  years  after  civil  rights  leg- 
islation established  formal  legal  equality,  a 
young  black  man  had  his  life  stolen  simply 
for  being  who  he  was  in  this  sick,  racist 
society.  And  his  killer  to  this  day  remains 
free,  his  act  sanctioned  by  a state  law  that 
gives  free  rein  to  such  vigilantism. 

The  basic  story  is  well  known.  Trayvon 
departed  from  his  father’s  girlfriend’s  home 
in  a gated  community  to  purchase  Skittles 
and  an  iced  tea  at  a 7-Eleven  store.  He 
did  not  return.  Trayvon  had  been  spotted 
by  George  Zimmerman,  a self-appointed 
Neighborhood  Watch  enforcer.  When 
Zimmerman  called  police,  he  described 
Trayvon,  who  had  put  on  his  hoodie  in  the 
rain,  as  a “real  suspicious  guy."  A fright- 
ened Trayvon  was  aware  that  he  was  being 
followed  by  a white  male  stranger  in  a 
car,  a really  suspicious  guy.  So  he  ran  for 
safety  after  seeing  Zimmerman  stop  and 
exit  the  car.  Zimmerman  pursued  Trayvon, 
complaining  to  the  police  department  that 
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“these  assholes. ..always  get  away.”  The 
cops  say  that  when  they  arrived,  they  found 
Trayvon  dead  with  a gunshot  to  the  chest 
and  Zimmerman  armed  with  a 9mm  pistol 
and  splattered  with  blood. 

Trayvon’s  parents  then  faced  sheer  con- 
tempt from  Sanford  police.  Tracy  Martin, 
the  father,  believed  his  son  was  missing 
after  he  didn’t  return  from  the  store.  The 
following  day,  he  called  to  report  a miss- 
ing person,  to  no  avail.  He  then  called  91 1 
and  was  asked  to  describe  his  son.  Police 
officers  eventually  arrived  to  show  him  a 
picture  of  his  dead  son  with  blood  drip- 
ping from  his  mouth.  Police  had  listed  the 
slain  teen  as  a “John  Doe”  and  made  no 
attempt  to  identify  his  body  or  locate  his 
family  on  the  day  of  his  death. 

Police  who  were  at  the  crime  scene 
helped  build  an  alibi  for  Zimmerman, 
himself  a cop  wannabe.  Zimmerman 
claimed  that  he  fired  in  self-defense  when 
Trayvon,  three  inches  shorter  and  nearly 
100  pounds  lighter  than  himself,  gained 
the  upper  hand  in  an  alleged  scuffle.  At 
least  three  witnesses  heard  the  “desper- 
ate wail  of  a child,  a gunshot  and  then 
silence.”  So  the  cops  “corrected"  one  wit- 
ness to  claim  that  the  cry  for  help  came 
not  from  Trayvon  but  from  Zimmerman. 
The  officer  in  charge  was  also  in  charge 
in  2010  when  cops  covered  up  the  assault 
on  a homeless  black  man  by  a police 
lieutenant’s  son.  (The  white  assailant  was 
charged  only  after  videotape  of  the  assault 
appeared  on  YouTbbe.)  In  2005,  a black 
teenager  in  Sanford  was  fatally  shot  in  the 
back  by  two  white  security  guards,  one  of 
them  a police  volunteer  and  the  other  a 


cop’s  son.  A judge  dismissed  the  charges 
against  them  for  “lack  of  evidence.” 
When  the  facts  of  Martin’s  killing  and 
the  cop  cover-up  eventually  came  to  light, 
masses  of  people  demonstrated  their  out- 
rage, from  a student  protest  at  historically 
black  Florida  A&M  University  on  March 
19  to  a “million  hoodie  march”  in  New 
York  City  two  days  later  and  another  round 
of  demonstrations  today.  LeBron  James 
and  his  Miami  Heat  basketball  team- 
mates made  a powerful  protest  simply 
by  being  photographed  in  hooded  sweat- 
shirts with  their  heads  bowed.  An  edito- 
rial in  New  York’s  Amsterdam  News  (22 
March)  linked  the  killing  to  the  everyday 
hell  black  people  endure  in  this  country: 
"We  are  prejudged  every  day  in  almost 
every  way,  from  the  neighborhood  watch 
captain  to  the  rookie  cop  to  the  sales 
clerk  who  works  on  commission  to  the 
taxi  driver  who  won’t  pick  us  up  to  the 
guidance  counselor  who  steers  our  chil- 
dren away  from  AP  classes  because  they 
are  not  'college  material.’ 

"We  are  prejudged.  And  that  preju- 
dice means  all  too  often  the  difference 
between  life  and  death,  a future  or  a 
grave.” 

Black  Democrat  and  TV  host  A1  Sharp- 
ton  called  it  a “paradox”  that  a black  man 
could  be  elected  president  while  young 
black  men  were  still  viewed  with  suspicion 
for  wearing  hooded  sweatshirts.  What 
paradox?  For  this  country’s  capitalist  rul- 
ers, Barack  Obama’s  election  provided  a 
facelift  for  murderous  U.S.  imperialism 
and  its  capitalist  profit  system.  The  day-to- 
day  functioning  of  American  capitalism  is 
measured  in  mass  unemployment,  home 
foreclosures,  cop  terror  and  other  brutali- 


ties that  come  down  heaviest  on  blacks 
and  other  minorities.  Putting  Obama  in 
the  White  House  meant  only  that  now 
there  is  a black  overseer  for  a system  that 
criminalizes  young  black  men  in  main- 
taining the  racial  oppression  that  has  been 
embedded  in  this  country  since  the  days 
of  slavery.  It  will  take  nothing  less  than 
a socialist  overturn  of  capitalism  by  the 
multiracial  working  class — a third  Ameri- 
can Revolution — to  finally  achieve  black 
freedom  and  provide  a decent  life  for  all. 

Vigilantism  in  Racist  America 

Zimmerman’s  Neighborhood  Watch 
was  organized  in  September  2011  by  a 
homeowners  association  under  the  aus- 
pices of  the  Sanford  Police  Department. 
Zimmerman,  who  was  studying  to  be  a 
cop,  was  its  sole  volunteer.  He  was  well 
known  to  the  cops,  having  made  46  calls 
to  91 1 this  year.  As  one  of  his  black  neigh- 
bors described  it,  it  was  always:  “A  black 
guy  this.  A black  guy  that."  A Zimmer- 
man supporter  claimed  with  sheer  racist 
contempt  that  problems  in  the  area  began 
when  foreclosures  forced  homeowners  to 
rent  out  property  to  “low-lifes  and  gang- 
sters,” so  that  the  housing  complex  now 
has  a slight  majority  of  non-whites.  The 
Sanford  police  chief  declared  that  cops 
working  with  Neighborhood  Watch  types 
must  determine  "who  in  that  community 
is  not  supposed  to  be  there." 

Zimmerman’s  claim  of  self-defense  is 
based  on  a Florida  "Stand  Your  Ground" 
law,  an  open  invitation  to  racist  vigilan- 
tism. The  law  was  passed  in  2005  amid  a 
continued  on  page  8 


Ourv  Jalloh  Killed  in  Police  Cell  in  2005 


Germany:  Cop  Terror,  Nazi  Provocations 
Over  Commemoration  of  African  Immigrant 


The  following  article  is  translated  from 
Spartakist  No.  192  (March  2012),  news- 
paper of  our  comrades  of  the  Spartakist 
Workers  Party  of  Germany. 


SPARTAKIST 


On  7 January  2005,  Oury  Jalloh,  a refu- 
gee from  Sierra  Leone,  burned  to  death  in 
a police  station  jail  cell  in  Dessau,  Ger- 
many. Since  then,  to  keep  his  memory 
alive,  his  friends  and  supporters  have  been 
protesting  against  cop  harassment  and 
criminalization  of  immigrants  in  Dessau. 
In  a trial  going  on  now,  they  are  demand- 
ing that  murder  charges  be  brought  against 
the  police. 

A December  2008  district  court  trial  in 
Dessau-Rosslau  acquitted  two  cops  who 
were  on  duty  when  Jalloh  died,  citing  a 
purported  lack  of  evidence.  The  cop  in 
charge  that  night  is  again  standing  trial 


Dessau, 
Germany: 
January  7 
demonstration 
in  memory  of 
Oury  Jalloh. 


following  a 2010  Federal  Court  decision 
overturning  the  earlier  verdict.  Reflecting 
the  state’s  contempt  for  immigrants  like 
Jalloh,  the  charges  brought  in  the  first 
trial  were  limited  to  “manslaughter”  and 
“bodily  harm  with  fatal  consequences.”  In 


the  latest  instance  showing  that  judicial 
neutrality  is  a farce,  the  bourgeois  state 
is  again  trying  to  cover  up  its  responsibil- 
ity for  Jalloh’s  death.  The  judges  and  the 
cops  are  determined  to  conceal  the  truth 
about  this  ghastly  immolation.  They  go 
so  far  as  to  absurdly  claim  that  Jalloh,  his 


TROTSKY 


Those  Who  Labor  Must  Rule! 

In  the  midst  of  a hard-fought  1936-37 
West  Coast  maritime  strike.  Trotskyist  leader 
James  P.  Cannon  emphasized  that  labor  can 
advance  its  cause  only  by  relying  on  its  own 
class  strength  and  solidarity  against  the  cap- 
italist class  enemy.  Ben  Hanford,  who  is 
referred  to  in  the  selection  below,  was  a 
leader  of  the  U.S.  Socialist  Party  in  the  early 
20th  century. 


LENIN 


A good  deal  is  said  about  strike  "strategy” — and  that  has  its  uses  within  certain 
clearly  defined  limits — but  when  you  get  down  to  cases  this  strike,  like  every  other 
strike,  is  simply  a bullheaded  struggle  between  two  forces  whose  interests  are  in  con- 
stant and  irreconcilable  conflict.  The  partnership  of  capital  and  labor  is  a lie.  The 
immediate  issue  in  every  case  is  decided  by  the  relative  strength  of  the  opposing  forces 
at  the  moment.  The  only  strike  strategy  worth  a tinker’s  dam  is  the  strategy  that  begins 
with  this  conception. 

The  problem  of  the  strikers  consists  in  estimating  what  their  strength  is,  and  then 
mobilizing  it  in  full  force  and  pressing  against  the  enemy  until  something  cracks  and 
a settlement  is  achieved  in  consonance  with  the  relation  of  forces  between  the  unions 
and  the  organizations  of  the  bosses.  That’s  all  there  is  to  strike  strategy.  You  cannot 
maneuver  over  the  head  of  the  class  struggle. 

We  pass  over  entirely  the  question  of  who  is  “right”  in  the  maritime  strike,  for  we 
believe  with  Ben  Hanford  that  the  working  class  is  always  right.  From  our  point  of 
view  the  workers  have  a perfect  right  to  the  full  control  of  industry  and  all  the  fruits 
thereof.  The  employers  on  the  other  hand — not  merely  the  shipowners;  all  bosses  are 
alike — would  like  a situation  where  the  workers  are  deprived  of  all  organization  and  all 
say  about  their  work  and  are  paid  only  enough  to  keep  body  and  soul  together  and  raise 
a new  generation  of  slaves  to  take  their  places  when  they  drop  in  their  tracks. 

Any  settlement  in  between  these  two  extremes  is  only  a temporary  truce  and  the 
nature  of  such  a settlement  is  decided  by  power;  “justice”  has  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The 
workers  will  not  have  justice  until  they  take  over  the  world.  The  demands  of  the  work- 
ers in  a strike  are  to  be  judged  solely  by  their  timeliness  and  the  way  they  fit  realisti- 
cally into  the  actual  relation  of  forces  at  the  time. 

— James  P.  Cannon,  “The  Maritime  Strike”  (November  1936), 
reprinted  in  Notebook  of  an  Agitator  (1958) 


hands  and  feet  chained  to  a bed  with  a 
fireproof  mattress,  ignited  himself  and  is 
thus  responsible  for  his  own  death. 

In  the  lead-up  to  this  year’s  demonstra- 
tion on  the  anniversary  of  Jalloh’s  death, 
the  cops  threatened  that  the  slogan  “Oury 
Jalloh — that  was  murder"  would  not  be 
tolerated.  When  the  200  demonstrators 
refused  to  be  cowed,  they  were  beaten 
with  truncheons  and  several  were  injured. 
Police  pepper-sprayed  protesters  in  the 
eyes  and  snatched  veteran  black  activists 
out  of  the  demonstration.  Mouctar  Bah, 
one  of  the  initiators  of  the  demonstration, 
was  beaten  unconscious  and  had  to  be 
taken  to  the  hospital  with  a concussion. 
From  the  moment  he  began  demanding 
an  investigation  of  Jalloh’s  death.  Bah  has 
been  subjected  to  regular  harassment  by 
police  and  other  state  authorities.  Hands 
off  Mouctar  Bah! 

This  latest  orgy  of  state  violence  was 
followed  by  a campaign  to  criminalize 
leftists  that  has  also  incited  Nazi  terror. 
Already  on  January  16,  a Nazi-led  mob 
in  Dessau  was  spewing  racist  slogans. 
Following  a January  18  arson  attack 
on  the  police  station  where  Jalloh  had 
died,  Sachsen-Anhalt’s  interior  minis- 
ter Stahlknecht  ranted  that  the  “leftist 
autonome  [anarchoid]  milieu”  was  “con- 
sciously carrying  out  provocations  against 
the  police."  prompting  a "disproportion- 
ate” reaction  from  the  cops. 

Thus  encouraged.  370  Nazis  marched 
on  the  evening  of  January  21  through 
Dessau,  some  of  them  attacking  a fes- 
tival in  commemoration  of  the  Jewish 
composer  Kurt  Weill.  Prior  to  the  Nazi 
march,  two  counter-demonstrations  were 


canceled  by  their  initiators.  In  a January 
24  “self-critical  explanation,"  a represen- 
tative of  the  "No  Nazis  Dessau"  group 
admitted  that  the  organizers  had  thought 
that  the  police  would  not  permit  the  Nazis 
to  march.  They  believed  that  since  knowl- 
edge of  “possible  racist  complicity  on  the 
part  of  police  headquarters  had  grown  fol- 
lowing all  the  entanglements  of  the  Oury 
Jalloh  case  and  again  after  the  scandal- 
ous and  violent  tirades  at  the  Oury  Jalloh 
demo  of  January  7,”  the  cops  could  “no 
longer  justify”  allowing  a Nazi  march. 

Confronting  an  increasingly  dangerous 
situation  for  the  left  and  immigrants  in 
Dessau,  30  leftists  occupied  the  town  hall 
on  February  7 to  demand  that  "the  city 
distance  itself  from  the  racist  demonstra- 
tions and  seriously  consider  how  these 
could  be  prevented  in  the  future.”  The 
mayor  then  did  what  he  is  paid  to  do. . .and 
pressed  charges  against  them.  As  irrecon- 
cilable opponents  of  bourgeois  rule,  we 
Marxists  defend  leftists  and  immigrants 
against  criminalization  and  attacks  by  the 
state.  Drop  all  charges  against  the  occupi- 
ers of  City  Hall! 

The  events  in  Dessau  and  elsewhere 
in  the  state  of  Saxony-Anhalt  are  but  a 
few  examples  of  the  flagrant  collabora- 
tion between  the  state  and  the  Nazis, 
already  evidenced  by  the  complicity  of 
the  Verfassungsschutz  (domestic,  intel- 
ligence service]  in  the  series  of  murders 
by  the  fascist  “National  Socialist  Under- 
ground” (see  “The  Fourth  Reich  and  Its 
Nazis,”  WV  No.  995,  3 February).  The 
starting  point  must  be  the  understanding 
that  society  is  divided  into  antagonistic 
classes:  The  capitalist  state  and  its  laws 
serve  to  maintain  private  ownership  of  the 
means  of  production  by  the  bourgeoisie. 
That  is  why  the  state  cannot  be  made  to 
represent  the  interests  of  the  oppressed 
and  working  masses.  The  capitalists  use 
the  Nazis  as  a means  of  inflicting  fear  and 
terror;  they  keep  the  fascists  in  reserve 
against  the  working  class  for  times  of 
social  upheaval,  should  police  violence 
and  illusions  in  bourgeois  democracy  no 
longer  suffice  to  maintain  capitalist  rule. 
This  is  why  their  state  protects  the  Nazis 
and  sharpens  its  repression  against  the  left 
and  immigrants. 

It  is  necessary  to  smash  the  murderous 
Nazi  gangs  by  mobilizing  the  multiethnic 
working  class,  independently  from  the 
state  and  the  bourgeoisie,  at  the  head  of 
all  the  Nazis’  potential  victims.  Through 
its  position  in  the  process  of  production, 
the  working  class  has  the  social  power  and 
historic  interest  to  sweep  away  through 
socialist  revolution  this  system  that  breeds 
poverty  and  racism.  ■ 
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Canada 

Harper’s  Creeping  Police  State 


Reuters  (inset),  Cuddington/Ottawa  Citizen 

Collins  Bay  penitentiary  in  Kingston,  Ontario.  “War  on  crime”  pushed  by  Canadian 
prime  minister  Stephen  Harper  (inset)  will  mean  massive  rise  in  prison  population. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted 
from  Spartacist  Canada  No.  172 
(Spring  2012),  newspaper  of  our 
comrades  of  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste. 

SPARTAdSTW^I 

The  Canadian  state  has  a long  and 
sordid  history  of  violent  repression, 
from  the  genocidal  Indian  wars  of 
the  French  and  English  colonialists 
to  the  crushing  of  the  19th  century 
Metis  rebellion,  the  suppression  of 
Quebec's  national  rights,  racist  police 
terror  against  ethnic  minorities  and. 
most  significantly,  the  unending  capi- 
talist war  on  labour  and  the  left.  For 
over  a century,  such  repression  has 
been  carried  out  by  Tory  and  Liberal 
governments  alike  and,  provincially. 
no  less  adamantly  by  NDP  [social- 
democratic  New  Democratic  Party] 
governments  in  Ontario,  B.C.  [Brit- 
ish Columbia]  and  elsewhere. 

Today,  as  the  economic  crisis  deep- 
ens and  the  working  class  is  battered 
by  devastating  plant  closures  and  mass 
unemployment,  [Prime  Minister)  Ste- 
phen Harper’s  now-majority  Tory  gov- 
ernment is  poised  to  bring  in  some  of  the 
most  draconian  "anti-crime"  and  “secu- 
rity” laws  Canada  has  ever  seen.  Aimed 
at  ramping  up  state  surveillance,  spying 
and  police  repression,  they  will  put  many 
thousands  more  people  in  jail,  overwhelm- 
ingly minorities  and  the  poor,  and  roll  back 
democratic  rights  across  the  board. 

Hand  in  hand  with  the  Tories’  "war  on 
crime”  are  mounting  assaults  on  union 
rights  and  leftist  political  activity.  The 
rulers  of  this  country  are  fully  aware  that 
the  grinding  poverty  and  gross  inequality 
produced  by  their  system  are  creating  a 
huge  pool  of  social  discontent,  anger  and 
fear.  So  they  are  sparing  no  expense  to 
increase  their  already  considerable  pow- 
ers of  repression.  The  message:  dare  to 
protest,  and  we’ll  throw  you  in  jail  too. 

The  scope  and  speed  of  the  Conserva- 
tives’ “security”  agenda  is  truly  scary. 
Everyone  to  the  left  of  Don  Cherry  [jingo- 
ist  ice  hockey  commentator]  has  decried 
the  omnibus  “anti-crime”  Bill  C-10  as 
costly,  mean  and  irrational.  The  Canadian 
Civil  Liberties  Association  (CCLA)  called 
it  “unwise,  unjust,  unconstitutional”  and  a 
“dangerous  route  that  is  unsupported  by 
the  social  science  evidence  and  has  already 
failed  in  other  countries."  Former  Liberal 
justice  minister  Irwin  Cotier  termed  its 
mandatory  minimum  sentencing  provi- 
sions “ineffective,  unfair,  injurious."  After 
an  Ottawa  meeting  on  the  bill,  Quebec  jus- 
tice minister  Jean-Marc  Fournier  fumed: 
"I  don’t  recognize  myself  in  this  Canada. 
This  is  not  a government  of  Canada.  It  is 
a government  of  the  Reform  Party.”  Of 
course,  these  bourgeois  opponents  of  the 
bill  would  prefer  a more  “effective”  and 
less  costly  approach  to  “fighting  crime." 

The  reality  is  that  under  capitalism  the 
state — at  its  core,  the  cops,  courts  and 
prisons — has  but  one  purpose:  to  serve 
and  protect  the  handful  of  filthy  rich  capi- 
talists in  power  by  suppressing  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  oppressed.  As  Russian 
revolutionary  leader  V.  1.  Lenin  pointed 
out  in  his  1919  lecture  The  State:  “The 
state  is  a machine  for  the  oppression  of 
one  class  by  another,  a machine  for  hold- 
ing in  obedience  to  one  class  other,  sub- 
ordinated classes.” 

“War  on  Crime”  Targets 
Native  People,  Blacks 

The  most  immediate  victims  of  the 
"law  and  order”  offensive  will  be  Native 
people  and  blacks.  In  Western  Canada 
in  particular.  Native  people  are  the  pri- 


mary targets  of  police  brutality,  criminal 
proceedings  and  incarceration.  The  gov- 
ernment’s own  Correctional  Investigator 
reports  that  aboriginals,  who  make  up  2.7 
percent  of  the  adult  Canadian  population, 
constitute  18.5  percent  of  inmates  in  fed- 
eral custody.  In  Alberta,  Saskatchewan 
and  Manitoba,  this  number  shoots  up  to 
60  percent!  And  Native  women  represent 
30  percent  of  all  federal  female  inmates 
across  Canada.  Statistics  Canada  reports 
nearly  identical  numbers  in  provincial 
institutions. 

In  Ontario,  change  "Native”  to  “black,” 
and  the  picture  is  starkly  similar.  Twenty 
percent  of  Ontario’s  federal  inmates  are 
black.  The  Toronto  cops  have  carried 
out  a decades-long  reign  of  racist  ter- 
ror in  minority  neighbourhoods,  going 
after  black  youth  in  particular.  A recent 
instance  was  the  2010  police  killing  of 
Junior  Manon,  an  unarmed  18-year-old 
black  Latino  youth  who  had  tried  to  flee 
a traffic  check.  Several  witnesses  saw  the 
brutal  killing,  which  the  cops  are  typi- 
cally trying  to  cover  up.  This  is  business 
as  usual  for  these  thugs  in  blue,  and  not 
just  in  Toronto,  whether  the  victims  are 
aboriginal,  black.  South  Asian  or  Latino. 

Under  the  Tories’  new  law,  mandatory 
minimum  sentences  will  take  away  any 
hope  of  alternatives  to  jail  even  for  minor 
drug  offences.  Chances  for  pardons  will 
be  eliminated  or  made  much  more  dif- 
ficult, and  there  will  be  more  pre-trial 
detention.  These  ever  more  severe  forms 
of  legal  retribution,  combined  with  the 
habitual  racism  of  the  cops,  are  designed 
to  make  it  even  more  difficult  for  minority 
communities  to  escape  the  vicious  cycle 
of  poor  education,  joblessness,  mental 
illness,  addiction,  violence  and  prison. 
Federal  and  provincial  governments  are 
already  planning  to  add  close  to  10,000 
new  prison  spaces. 

Other  aspects  of  Bill  C-10  have  been 
decried  by  refugee,  civil  liberties  and  gay 
organizations.  One  provision  could  bar 
potential  refugees  from  entering  the  coun- 
try if  the  government  deems  they  are  "at 
risk”  of  being  exploited — a definition  that 
pretty  much  describes  99.9  percent  of  ref- 
ugees. We  say:  full  citizenship  rights  for 
everyone  who  has  made  it  to  this  country! 

One  amendment  to  the  criminal  code 
would  mean  two  years  in  jail  for  any- 
one who  "wilfully  does  an  indecent  act 
in  a public  place  in  the  presence  of  one 
or  more  persons.”  As  the  Queer  Ontario 
group  noted.  “People  of  any  gender  could 


be  charged  and  convicted  of  an  'indecent 
act’  for  engaging  in  consenting  sexual 
acts  on  a beach,  in  a park,  in  a parked 
car,  at  a sex  party  or  in  a bathhouse."  The 
CCLA  also  remarked  that  the  “child  por- 
nography" provisions  of  the  bill  "crimi- 
nalize, and  would  impose  mandatory  mini- 
mum jail  sentences,  for  the  consensual, 
legal  sexual  activities  of  youth  and  young 
adults." 

Marxists  oppose  all  laws  against 
“crimes  without  victims"  such  as  drug  use, 
gambling,  prostitution  and  consensual  sex, 
including  between  adults  and  youth.  We 
have  long  warned  that  the  “child  por- 
nography” and  “anti-pedophile"  hysteria, 
endorsed  by  all  manner  of  liberals,  femi- 
nists and  reformist  leftists,  is  intended  to 
jack  up  state  repression  against  everybody. 
While  children  and  youth  are  victims  of 
real  abuse — mental,  physical  and/or  sex- 
ual— this  is  most  often  at  the  hands  of 
state  agencies  or  within  the  confines  of  the 
nuclear  family.  The  rulers’  hypocritical 
moral  crusades  are  intended  to  further  reg- 
iment society  and  punish  youth  and  adults 
for  sexual  relations  that  do  not  fall  within 
the  acceptable  “norms”  of  religious  and 
bourgeois  morality.  The  only  guiding  prin- 
ciple in  sexual  relations  should  be  effective 
consent — whether  those  involved  were 
agreeable  at  the  time — regardless  of  gen- 
der, number  or  age. 

It’s  not  surprising  that  the  right-wing 
Tory  regime  would  whip  up  such  moral 
hysteria  to  push  its  racist  agenda  of  police 
repression  and  more  jails.  This  is,  after 
all,  a government  teeming  with  anti- 
abortion bigots  and  death  penalty  advo- 
cates. While  Stephen  Harper  keeps  such 
ghouls  in  check  (for  now),  the  “anti- 
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crime”  bills  are  only  the  thin  edge 
of  the  wedge.  The  government’s  rev- 
ving up  of  military  and  monarchi- 
cal symbols — with  the  English  queen 
in  every  federal  building — is  gro- 
tesque. but  it  is  only  an  expression 
of  the  bourgeois  “values"  embraced 
by  all  the  "honourable"  members  of 
parliament,  whether  in  government 
or  in  opposition,  the  NDP  very  much 
included.  These  values  are  rooted  in 
the  capitalist  system  of  exploitation 
and  war. 

State  Repression  and 
the  Internet 

Aside  from  C-10,  a slew  of  "secu- 
rity” laws  and  measures  will  make 
it  even  more  difficult  to  participate 
in  any  kind  of  public  protest,  includ- 
ing online.  Left-wing  activists  and 
even  mealy-mouthed  environmental- 
ists are  being  publicly  vilified,  slan- 
dered. spied  on,  and  in  some  cases 
arrested  and  jailed.  This  reached  a 
peak  around  the  June  2010  G20  pro- 
tests in  Toronto,  when  nearly  20.000 
cops  descended  on  the  city,  arrested 
1,100  protesters  and  held  them  in 
degrading  conditions.  Leftist  organ- 
izers were  seized  and  framed  up  on  "con- 
spiracy” charges,  a device  long  used  by 
the  capitalists  to  persecute  perceived 
opponents  against  whom  there  is  no  evi- 
dence of  any  crime. 

Particularly  since  the  September  2001 
attacks  on  the  World  Trade  Center  and 
Pentagon,  governments  around  the  world 
have  used  the  “war  on  terror”  as  a pretext 
to  victimize  both  Muslim  minorities  and 
left-wing  activists.  In  Canada,  the  Lib- 
eral government  of  Jean  Chrdtien  (with 
then  justice  minister  Irwin  Cotier  in 
tow)  ramped  up  a series  of  “anti-terror” 
measures  meant  to  instill  fear,  scapegoat 
minorities  and  curtail  the  right  to  protest. 
As  we  warned  at  the  time: 

“The  rulers  aim  to  shred  the  democratic 
rights  of  the  whole  population,  starting 
with  those  who  have  the  fewest  rights  to 
begin  with — immigrants  and  refugees. 
Make  no  mistake:  this  campaign  is  aimed 
at  regimenting  and  repressing  everybody 
through  fear,  not  least  through  fear  of 
the  state  itself — and  working  people  and 
their  organizations  are  right  in  the  gun- 
sights.  . ..  Racism  based  on  the  terror  scare 
is  a wedge  the  capitalists  intend  to  use 
to  split  and  wreck  any  effective  working- 
class  resistance  to  their  austerity  plans." 

— "Down  With  the  Anti-Immigrant 
Witchhunt!”  SC  No.  132,  Spring 
2002 

Harper’s  Tories  picked  up  where  the 
Liberals  left  off,  with  vicious  "anti- 
terror” witchhunts  and  legislation  of  their 
own.  Another  new  bill,  the  outrageously 
named  “Protecting  Children  from  Inter- 
net Predators  Act,”  would  give  the  cops 
unrestricted  access  to  anyone’s  personal 
identity  without  a warrant  and  the  capa- 
bility to  intercept  any  online  activity. 

continued  on  page  8 
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Young  Spartacus 


Immigrants  Fired 
to  Bust  Union  Organizing  Drive 


Pomona  College 


rdici/oiuuem  Lilt? 


Left:  Campus  union  organizing  leader  Christian  Torres  confronts  Pomona  College  president  David  Oxtoby  over  threatened  firings,  November's  Riqht- 
Claremont  cop  arrests  protester  at  December  2 march  demanding  reinstatement  of  17  fired  immigrant  workers. 


Students  Must  Ally  with  the  Working  Class 


LOS  ANGELES — Last  December  the 
Pomona  College  administration  fired  17 
Latino  immigrants,  almost  all  of  whom 
were  dining  hall  workers,  claiming  they 
could  not  provide  proof  of  legal  eligi- 
bility to  work  in  the  U.S.  Since  March 
2010  the  dining  hall  staff,  mobilized  in  a 
group  called  Workers  for  Justice  (WFJ), 
have  been  on  a union  organizing  drive 
with  UNITE  HERE  Local  11  in  an  effort 
to  combat  miserable  working  conditions, 
outrageously  low  pay,  forced  unpaid  over- 
time, inadequate  medical  benefits  and 
management  abuse. 

The  administration's  drive  to  block  the 
unionization  effort  is  what  prompted  its 
investigation  of  the  workers,  several  of 
whom  had  worked  there  for  more  than  a 
decade.  As  pointed  out  by  Christian  Tor- 
res, a WFJ  leader  who  was  fired:  “We 
were  here  for  a very  long  time  and  there 
was  never  a complaint.  But  now  all  of  the 
sudden  we  were  suspect,  and  they  didn't 
want  us  to  work  here  anymore."  Reinstate 
the  fired  workers  now  with  full  back  pay 
and  benefits! 

This  act  marked  a sharp  escalation  in 
the  anti-union  offensive  waged  by  the 
administration  of  Pomona  College,  one  of 
the  wealthiest  liberal  arts  schools  in  the 
country.  In  an  earlier  attempt  to  head  off 
campus  support  for  the  organizing  drive, 
the  administration  instituted  an  outra- 
geous policy  in  July  2011  prohibiting  the 
staff  from  conversing  with  students  during 
their  shifts.  WFJ,  along  with  their  student 
and  faculty  supporters,  fought  against  the 
gag  rule  and  it  was  eventually  rescinded. 

The  college  also  hired  the  law  firm  Sid- 
ley  Austin  to  audit  the  records  of  dozens 
of  workers  in  a hunt  for  so-called  “ille- 
gals.” As  Sidley  Austin  proudly  advertises 
on  its  Web  site:  “For  clients  who  desire  to 
remain  union-free,  we  advise  on  pro-active 
steps  to  reduce  the  likelihood  of  union 
organizing  drives  and  enhance  the  likeli- 


hood of  defeating  any  campaigns  that  are 
initiated.”  The  law  firm  boasts  of  “defeat- 
ing one  of  the  largest  Teamster  organizing 
drives  in  recent  times  for  a large  services 
company.” 

In  response  to  the  Sidley  Austin  audit, 
WFJ  and  their  supporters  held  protests 
last  November  in  defense  of  the  immi- 
grants, including  a dining  hall  boycott. 
The  day  after  the  December  1 firings, 
some  150  protesters  marched  through 
campus  demanding  that  the  17  workers 
be  reinstated.  Cops  arrested  15  demon- 
strators on  charges  of  “obstructing  traf- 
fic." On  December  8,  four  students  went 
on  a fast  in  solidarity  with  the  workers. 
Activists  organized  themselves  in  a group 
called  Concerned  Pomona  Students  to 
protest  the  firings. 

It  is  important  that  students  have  ral- 
lied in  defense  of  the  fired  workers  and 
continue  to  support  the  ongoing  union 
drive.  If  the  dining  hall  workers  eventu- 
ally decide  to  go  on  strike,  they  must  be 
able  to  count  on  the  support  of  students, 
professors  and  other  workers  to  help  build 
picket  lines  and  shut  down  the  campus. 
Since  campus  workers  do  not  have  as 
much  social  power  as  other  sectors  of  the 
proletariat,  support  from  the  labor  move- 
ment outside  of  the  college  is  vital. 

We  are  in  favor  of  extending  organizing 
drives  to  all  unorganized  campus  work- 
ers. including  part-time  staff  and  faculty 
members  (but  excluding  administrators 
and  campus  cops!).  This  would  be  a step 
toward  building  campus-wide  unions  to 
overcome  divisions  that  allow  the  univer- 
sity administrations  to  play  one  section  of 
the  workforce  off  against  another. 

Unionization  and  the  Fight  for 
Immigrant  Rights 

Unions  are  elementary  economic  defense 
organizations  of  the  working  class.  It  is 
the  proletariat,  not  students,  that  has  social 


power  because  it  is  the  class  that  builds 
and  moves  everything.  If  proletarians  stop 
working  then  society  stops  running.  But 
this  power  can  be  brought  to  bear  only 
through  organization.  The  capitalist  class, 
the  irreconcilable  enemy  of  the  workers, 
tries  to  ensure  that  the  working  class 
remains  unorganized. 

Pomona’s  firing  of  WFJ  leader  Torres 
and  the  16  other  Latinos  demonstrates  how 
the  fight  for  immigrant  rights  is  crucial 
to  the  fight  for  the  interests  of  the  whole 
working  class.  Anti-immigrant  laws  are 
designed  to  keep  a sector  of  the  proletar- 
iat in  a desperate  situation  of  illegality, 
subject  at  any  time  to  firing,  detention  or 
deportation  if  they  attempt  to  struggle  for 
their  class  interests.  For  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  No  detentions 
or  deportations! 

The  American  trade-union  bureaucra- 
cy’s refusal  to  fight  against  anti-immigrant 
laws  flows  from  their  loyal  adherence  to 
the  capitalists'  rules  of  the  game,  rules 
which  accept  unemployment  as  good  for 
business  and  production  for  profit  as  good 
for  everyone.  The  labor  tops'  pro-capitalist 
program  is  an  obstacle  to  any  attempts  to 
organize  the  unorganized  or  to  defend  the 
very  existence  of  unions. 

Break  with  the  Democrats! 

An  effective  struggle  for  unionization 
and  immigrant  rights  requires  breaking 
workers  from  the  two  parties  of  capital- 
ism. No  less  than  the  Republicans,  the 
Democratic  politicians  defend  the  capi- 
talist system  of  exploitation.  They  wage 
imperialist  wars,  they  break  strikes  and 
currently  they  are  running  the  Ameri- 
can capitalist  state.  President  Obama 
moved  away  from  Bush’s  policy  of  anti- 
immigrant cop  raids  on  businesses  only 
to  vastly  increase  the  number  of  "desk- 
top raids”— computer-based  investiga- 
tions into  residency  status  of  workers  to 


get  them  fired.  Desktop  raids  fulfill  the 
same  purpose  as  cop  raids,  but  by  another 
means.  Obama  has  also  surpassed  Bush’s 
rate  of  deportations,  with  about  400,000 
undocumented  immigrants  deported  each 
year  since  he  took  office. 

What  is  true  on  the  national  level  is 
also  true  on  the  state  and  local  levels. 
California’s  Democratic  governor  Jerry 
Brown  has  been  pushing  drastic  cuts  to  the 
University  of  California’s  budget.  A rain- 
bow coalition  of  “progressive”  Democratic 
mayors  from  Antonio  Villaraigosa  in  Los 
Angeles  to  Jean  Quan  in  Oakland  have 
unleashed  their  police  forces  in  the  brutal 
repression  of  Occupy  protesters,  bloody 
attacks  on  ghetto  youth  and  mass  arrests 
of  immigrants  who  are  then  turned  over 
to  Obama's  federal  agents  for  deportation. 

Meanwhile,  the  U.S.  labor  tops  an- 
nounced this  month  their  plans  to  shovel 
$400  million  of  union  dues  into  the 
Democrats’  2012  election  coffers.  The 
AFL-CIO  and  SEIU  leaders  plan  to 
send  hundreds  of  thousands  of  their  over- 
worked and  underpaid  members  to  knock 
on  doors  and  “get  out  the  vote."  In  oppo- 
sition to  the  capitalist  parties,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  build  a workers  party  to  fight  for 
socialist  revolution. 

College  Administration: 

Enemy  of  Campus  Workers 

Under  capitalism  colleges  and  universi- 
ties serve  an  irreplaceable  function:  train- 
ing the  future  administrative,  technical 
and  ideological  personnel  of  bourgeois 
society.  For  children  of  the  working  class 
and  minorities,  the  capitalist  rulers  seek 
only  to  provide  as  much  for  education 
as  they  can  see  back  in  profits.  We  are 
for  nationalizing  private  institutions  and 
making  them  open  to  all,  free  of  charge, 
with  a state-paid  living  stipend  so  that  all 
working-class  youth  have  access  to  higher 
education. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Victory  to  Quebec  Student  Strike! 


TORONTO,  March  23— Some  200,000 
young  protesters  took  to  the  streets  of 
Montreal  on  March  22  in  a massive  show 
of  support  for  an  ongoing  strike  by  Que- 
bec college  and  university  students.  The 
demonstration,  which  stretched  across 
some  50  city  blocks,  drew  students  from 
all  over  the  province  and  was  supported 
by  all  three  Quebec  union  federations  as 
well  as  the  main  nationalist  parties.  Sup- 
porters of  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  and 
the  Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste  of 
Canada,  sister  organization  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League/U.S.,  intervened  at  the  pro- 
test, selling  an  array  of  Trotskyist  litera- 
ture in  French,  English  and  Spanish. 

The  student  strike,  which  began  at  a 
handful  of  colleges  and  universities  in 
mid-February,  now  includes  more  than 
300,000  students  throughout  Quebec.  The 
provincial  Liberal  Party  government  of 
Jean  Charest  has  refused  to  budge  on  its 
plans  for  huge  tuition  hikes  and  continues 
to  unleash  police  repression  against  the 
protesters.  Earlier  this  month,  riot  police 
hit  22-year-old  Francis  Grenier  in  the 
face  with  a stun  grenade  during  an  attack 
on  students  who  were  seeking  to  occupy 
the  office  of  Quebec  university  rectors. 
Now  the  young  student  risks  the  loss  of 
sight  in  one  eye.  “To  occupy  a building, 
to  scare  people — that  obviously  has  con- 
sequences," warned  Charest,  channeling 
the  sadism  of  the  Catholic  school  wardens 
who  meted  out  corporal  punishment  in 
Quebec’s  not-so-distant  past. 

We  reprint  below  an  article  on  the  stu- 
dent strike  first  published  in  the  Young 
Spartacus  pages  of  Spartacist  Canada  (No. 
172,  Spring  2012),  newspaper  of  the  TL/LT. 

SPARTACIST™^ 

Since  mid-February,  tens  of  thousands 
of  Quebec  college  and  university  students 
have  been  on  strike  against  the  provincial 
Liberal  government's  plans  for  a 75  per- 
cent increase  in  tuition.  As  of  March  1, 
the  strike  had  spread  to  nearly  100,000 
students  with  many  more  set  to  join  in 
the  coming  days. 

Montreal  and  other  cities  have  seen  a 
series  of  mass  protests,  starting  last  No- 
vember when  35,000  students  took  to  the 
streets.  On  March  1,  several  thousand 


The  campus  administration  and  the 
board  of  trustees  serve  as  the  represen- 
tatives of  the  bourgeoisie,  defending  its 
class  interests.  For  example,  the  chair- 
man of  Pomona’s  Board  of  Trustees  is  one 
Paul  Efron,  a Goldman  Sachs  executive 
who  got  the  ball  rolling  on  Sidley  Aus- 
tin’s union-busting  audit  of  the  presumed 
"illegal  immigrants”  in  the  dining  hall. 
The  administration  works  hand  in  hand 
with  the  state  to  regiment  the  student  pop- 
ulation and  to  repress  workers  and  their 
supporters,  as  clearly  shown  by  the  15 
arrests  at  Pomona  on  December  2.  While 
the  administration  raises  the  already 
astronomical  tuition,  it  cuts  the  wages  of 
faculty  and  campus  workers,  laying  them 
off  at  whim  or  singling  out  “troublemak- 
ers.” Abolish  the  administration,  includ- 
ing the  Board  of  Trustees!  Colleges  and 
universities  should  be  run  by  those  who 
work  and  study  there. 

The  Concerned  Pomona  Students  do 
not  see  the  campus  administration  and 
the  board  as  irreconcilably  hostile  to 
workers’  interests.  Instead,  they  promote 
the  illusion  that  union-busting  and  anti- 
immigrant firings  could  be  permanently 
ended  through  better  communication 
among  all  parties  involved.  They  urge 
meetings  to  “address  the  deficiencies  in 
the  current  relationship  between  the  Board 
and  the  Pomona  College  community.” 
Concerned  Pomona  Students  spokesper- 


student protesters  marching  toward  the 
National  Assembly  [parliament)  in  Que- 
bec City  were  attacked  by  police  riot 
squads  and  tear  gas.  On  February  23, 
police  using  pepper  spray  attacked  student 
protesters  who  had  shut  down  Montreal’s 
Jacques  Cartier  bridge  during  afternoon 
rush  hour.  Six  days  earlier,  the  admin- 


istration of  CEGEP  [junior  colleges)  du 
Vieux-Montrdal  called  the  cops  on  a stu- 
dent occupation,  leading  to  37  arrests. 
Drop  all  charges  now! 

Typically,  the  English  Canadian  bour- 
geois media  outside  Quebec  has  been 
almost  totally  silent  on  these  very  large 
student  protests.  University  tuition  in 
Quebec  is  much  lower  than  in  most  other 
provinces,  in  part  due  to  repeated  waves 
of  student  protests  over  the  last  decade 
and  a half.  In  1996,  a widely  supported 
student  strike  forced  the  then  Parti 
Qu£b£cois  government  to  abandon  a pro- 
posed tuition  hike.  Similarly  in  2005,  the 
Liberal  regime  had  to  drop  plans  for  big 
cuts  to  student  grants  in  the  face  of  mili- 
tant protest.  The  government  did  man- 
age to  end  the  tuition  freeze  two  years 
later,  but  faced  with  yet  another  round  of 
protests  it  was  only  able  to  implement  a 
small  increase. 


son  Alice  Chan  declared  a meeting  with 
the  trustees  “really  promising”  and  hoped 
to  “keep  them  accountable."  As  if  the 
blood-sucking  representatives  of  finance 
such  as  Goldman  Sachs  will  ever  allow 
themselves  to  be  held  accountable  to  work- 
ers and  students! 

Many  students  believe  colleges  are  or 
should  be  close-knit,  morally  pure  “ivory 
tower"  communities  isolated  from  the 
rapacious  exploitation  of  bourgeois  soci- 
ety. But  as  Pomona's  anti-union  campaign 
illustrates,  capitalism  doesn’t  stop  at 
the  campus  gates — immigrants  and  all 
workers  are  still  exploited  at  institutions 
of  higher  education.  Nor  does  the  class 
struggle  stop  at  the  campus  gates.  Work- 
ers will  fight  for  their  interests  and  their 
employers  will  use  whatever  tools  they 
have  at  their  disposal  to  try  to  defeat  them. 

Paul  Efron  and  the  other  trustees  were 
more  than  happy  to  oblige  Concerned 
Pomona  Students'  pleas  for  dialogue.  They 
held  two  meetings  with  workers  they  had 
fired,  current  dining  staff,  members  of 
Concerned  Pomona  Students  and  others. 
For  good  measure,  the  trustees  brought 
along  to  the  meetings  campus  cops  and 
private  security  guards  carrying  firearms 
( Student  Life,  19  December  2011).  Then 
Efron  and  company  issued  a communi- 
que “We  want  to  thank  everybody  who 
met  with  us  last  week  on  TUesday  and 
Wednesday  to  discuss  the  work  authoriza- 


A  statement  by  the  CLASSE  stu- 
dent federation,  which  has  been  leading 
many  of  the  current  strikes,  noted  that 
the  government’s  proposed  hikes  "would 
deny  30,000  students  from  low-income 
families  and  other  socioeconomic  groups 
their  right  to  education."  The  capitalist 
rulers  maintain  elite  schools  to  ensure 


quality  education  for  their  children  and 
to  train  the  managers  and  technicians 
needed  to  administer  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. When  it  comes  to  the  working  class 
and  the  poor,  the  capitalists  seek  to  spend 
on  education  only  what  they  calculate 
they  can  get  back  in  profit.  In  order  for 
education  to  be  truly  accessible  to  all,  we 
fight  for  the  abolition  of  all  fees  and  for 
open  admissions  plus  a government-paid 
living  stipend  for  students. 

Today,  the  bourgeois-nationalist  PQ 
claims  it  would  freeze  tuition  if  it  wins 
the  next  provincial  election.  This  is  a cyni- 
cal maneuver  by  a party  that  only  recently 
was  criticizing  the  Liberal  government  for 
failing  to  balance  the  budget  through  cut- 
backs. Marxists  advocate  independence 
for  Quebec  and  oppose  English  Canadian 
chauvinism  in  all  its  forms.  At  the  same 
time,  we  seek  to  break  Qudbecois  workers 
and  radical  youth  from  any  illusions  in  the 


tion  issue.  All  of  us  understood  the  human 
cost  of  the  difficult  actions  we  had  to  take 
and  wish  there  was  an  alternative  course 
of  action  we  could  have  followed." 

Subsequently  the  board  created  a 
"Trustee-Student  Task  Force  on  Campus 
Community  Communication”  to  co-opt 
students  and  derail  campus  support  for 
the  workers.  After  sticking  a knife  into 
the  union  organizing  drive,  Pomona 
president  David  Oxtoby  made  declara- 
tions to  the  press  about  how  his  liberal 
heart  bleeds  over  unjust  laws  and  the  poor 
workers  he  canned. 

Every  victory  that  the  working  class 
has  achieved  has  been  due  to  hard  class 
struggle  and  not  by  appeals  to  the  good 
faith  of  the  bosses  or  reliance  on  federal 
agencies  like  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board.  By  looking  to  the  class  enemy  and 
its  agencies,  workers  are  disarmed  of  their 
only  effective  weapons — those  of  class 
struggle — and  disoriented  as  to  who  are 
their  friends  and  who  are  their  enemies. 

A successful  struggle  to  end  anti- 
immigrant attacks  and  the  hideous  exploi- 
tation of  all  workers  will  require  the  over- 
throw of  capitalism  through  a workers 
revolution,  led  by  a communist  vanguard 
party.  As  youth  auxiliaries  to  the  Sparta- 
cist League/U.S.,  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  are  a training  ground  for  the  young 
militants  who  will  form  the  cadre  of  that 
party.  Join  us!  ■ 


PQ,  which  represents  the  interests  of  the 
Qudbdcois  capitalists. 

For  their  part,  leaders  of  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Quebec  Solidaire  have  joined 
the  student  protests.  But  during  the  mili- 
tant 2007  student  protests,  QS  actually 
solidarized  with  the  campus  administra- 
tions, writing:  “These  institutions  are  of 
course  protecting  the  security  of  their 
personnel  and  property”  (quebecsolidaire. 
net,  16  November  2007)!  Most  of  the 
pseudo-Marxist  left  in  Quebec  has  joined 
QS  and  gives  it  more  or  less  uncriti- 
cal support.  But  these  petty-bourgeois 
nationalists  are  another  trap  for  workers 
and  youth,  as  shown  most  recently  by  QS 
leaders’  on-and-off  discussions  with  the 
bourgeois  PQ  over  a no-contest  pact  for 
the  next  Quebec  elections. 

The  way  forward  for  students  battling 
tuition  hikes,  and  for  all  those  victim- 
ized by  the  vicious  capitalist  offensive, 
lies  through  mobilizing  the  power  of  the 
working  class.  Student  struggle  can  pro- 
vide a spark  for  the  broader  social  strug- 
gle necessary  to  beat  back  these  attacks. 
What’s  needed  is  an  alliance  with  the 
working  class,  which  must  be  mobilized 
independently  of  the  PQ  and  all  other 
capitalist  parties.  Due  to  its  central  posi- 
tion in  social  production — in  the  facto- 
ries. transport  and  service  industries — the 
working  class  uniquely  has  the  power  to 
strike  real  blows  against  the  bourgeoisie’s 
profit  system,  and  to  provide  leadership  to 
all  the  many  victims  of  racist  capitalism. 

Securing  the  right  of  all  to  free  quality 
education,  health  care,  decent  jobs  and 
housing  will  become  possible  when  the 
working  class  has  seized  the  mines,  fac- 
tories and  banks  and  placed  them  in  the 
service  of  meeting  the  needs  of  the  work- 
ing people  instead  of  a tiny  handful  of 
capitalist  exploiters.  That  requires  social- 
ist revolution  to  sweep  away  the  capital- 
ist state  and  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie. 
The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  fight  to  win 
students  and  other  youth  to  the  perspec- 
tive of  forging  a multiracial,  binational 
revolutionary  workers  party  to  lead  such 
a struggle.  ■ 

- Spartacus  Youth  Club  - 
Class  Series 


LANSING,  Ml 


Saturday,  April  7,  3 p.m. 
The  Russian  Revolution: 
How  the  Working  Class 
Took  Power 

Part  One 

MSU  Student  Union.  3rd  floor 
Lake  Michigan  Room 
Information  and  readings: 
lansingsyc@gmail.com 


LOS  ANGELES 


Wednesday,  April  18,  6:30  p.m. 
For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 
Contradictions  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement: 

A Marxist  Analysis 
UCLA.  Rolfe  Hall.  Room  3131 
Information  and  readings: 

(213)  380-8239  • slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  April  3,  7:30  p.m. 
Women  and  Revolution: 
Feminism  vs.  Marxism 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 
Information  and  readings: 
(212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 
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For  a Multiethnic  Revolutionary  Workers  Party! 


French  Elections: 


C'EST  MAINTENANT 


HWUCOB 


NOUAMM 


2012 


No  Choice  for  Workers 


Left:  Socialist  Party’s  Francois  Hollande  with  French  and  European  Union 
flags  during  campaign  speech  in  Rouen,  February  15.  Right:  February  28 
campaign  rally  in  Montpellier  for  right-wing  president  Nicolas  Sarkozy. 


MARCH  25 — Three  days  ago,  a special 
police  unit  killed  Mohamed  Merah,  a 
23-year-old  Frenchman  who,  police  say, 
had  killed  three  paratroopers  of  black 
and  North  African  origin  and  four  Jewish 
civilians — three  children  and  a rabbi — 
near  Toulouse  in  Southern  France  over  the 
previous  eleven  days.  Reportedly,  Merah 
had  been  in  Afghanistan  and  claimed  to 
be  appalled  by  the  crimes  of  the  French 
military,  which  led  him  to  target  soldiers. 
Police  say  that  on  the  morning  of  March  19. 
Merah  arrived  too  late  to  kill  another  sol- 
dier he  had  picked  out  and  instead  decided 
to  go  on  a killing  spree  in  front  of  a Jewish 
school,  an  abominable  anti-Semitic  crime. 

This  has  become  a central  issue  in  the 
campaign  leading  up  to  the  presidential 
election,  the  first  round  of  which  is  sched- 
uled for  April  22.  In  the  likely  event  that 
no  one  gets  an  absolute  majority,  there 
will  be  a runoff  on  May  6 between  the 
two  top-polling  candidates.  Ramping  up 
his  anti-immigrant  “security"  pitch.  Presi- 
dent Nicolas  Sarkozy  seized  on  the  case 
to  immediately  announce  new  measures 

"BOLCtlEVIlC^ 

targeting  primarily  Salafist  Muslims  in 
France,  threatening  to  jail  people  who 
“regularly"  consult  Web  sites  declared 
haram  (illicit)  by  the  French  government. 
Sarkozy  plans  to  introduce  new  legisla- 
tion that  would  outlaw  “propagating  and 
advocating  extremist  ideologies.”  This 
is  an  open  threat  to  criminalize  the  dis- 
semination of  all  "forbidden”  opinions — 
a weapon  historically  wielded  by  capital- 
ist governments  against  the  left  and  the 
workers  movement. 

The  “war  on  terror”  is  currently  being 
used  primarily  against  Muslims,  but  all  op- 
ponents of  the  racist  capitalist  system,  and 
ultimately  the  multiracial  working  class,  are 
targeted.  In  this  heightened  atmosphere  of 
racist  witchhunt,  dark-skinned  youth  in  the 
heavily  immigrant  ghettos  of  the  suburbs 
( banlieues ) who  are  suspected  of  having 
Muslim  backgrounds  will  be  targeted  more 
than  ever  for  daily  state  repression.  Down 
with  the  racist  “ war  on  terror”!  The  work- 
ers movement  must  defend  banlieue  youth! 

The  Toulouse  killings  have  been  an 
opportunity  for  the  various  candidates, 
including  those  on  the  left,  to  stand  by  the 
President  in  a despicable  show  of  "national 
unity."  Green  candidate  (and  former  judge) 
Eva  Joly,  along  with  Socialist  Party  (SP) 
hopeful  Francois  Hollande,  joined  the  fas- 
cist Marine  Le  Pen  at  the  memorial  service 
for  the  paratroopers,  where  Sarkozy  himself 
delivered  the  eulogy.  Jean-Luc  Melenchon, 
the  candidate  of  the  Left  Front  (mainly 


composed  of  the  Communist  Party  and  a 
split  from  Hollande’s  SP).  rushed  to  “con- 
gratulate" the  cops  for  the  extra-judicial 
killing  of  Merah.  Melenchon  seized  the 
opportunity  to  promote  his  program  for  hir- 
ing more  National  Police,  which  he  terms 
a "public  service."  The  candidate  of  Lutte 
Ouvri&re  (LO).  Nathalie  Arthaud,  claimed 
to  not  partake  of  the  "national  unity"  hype. 
However,  its  initial  statement  on  the  anti- 
Semitic  crimes  in  Toulouse  and  the  kill- 
ing of  the  French  elite  forces  stationed  in 
nearby  Montauban,  a March  20  declara- 


tion by  Arthaud,  was  published  in  Lutte 
Ouvri&re  (23  March)  with  the  headline: 
"The  Killings  in  Montauban  and  Toulouse: 
Odious  Acts." 

For  Marxists  there  is  a distinction 
between  the  slaying  of  Jewish  children 
and  a teacher  on  the  one  hand  and  the 
killing  of  soldiers  from  the  elite  para- 
trooper units,  which  have  a long  history 
of  murderous  terror  on  behalf  of  French 
imperialism  from  Algeria  to  Afghanistan 
and  Indochina,  on  the  other.  The  second 
is  not  a crime  from  the  standpoint  of  the 
working  class.  But  such  individual  terror- 
ist acts  are  an  obstacle  to  mobilizing  the 
collective  struggle  of  a politically  con- 
scious working  class  against  the  capital- 
ist system.  One  thing  is  certain:  the  kill- 
ings will  bring  fierce  repression  down  on 
the  heads  of  minorities  and  others  in  the 
state’s  crosshairs.  Down  with  the  Vigipi- 
rate  campaign  of  racist  cop  terror!  U.S./ 


French/NATO  troops  out  of  Afghanistan! 

The  following  excerpted  article  is  trans- 
lated from  Le  Bolchevik  No.  199  (March 
2012),  newspaper  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
de  France,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist). The  LTF  explained  in  its  article 
that  "the  President  of  the  Republic  is  the 
chief  executive,  that  is  to  say.  the  executive 
director  of  the  capitalist  state,  chief  advo- 
cate for  the  interests  of  the  capitalists  as  a 
whole.”  As  the  comrades  wrote,  as  Marx- 
ist revolutionaries,  we  refuse  in  principle 


to  hold  executive  positions  in  the  capitalist 
state — president,  governor  or  mayor.  From 
the  same  standpoint,  we  refuse  to  run  for 
such  offices,  since  doing  so  would  only 
give  legitimacy  to  the  reformist  notion  that 
a “revolutionary"  at  the  head  of  the  state 
could  advance  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing class. 

* * * 

Marxists  may  consider  giving  critical 
support  to  another  organization,  even  in 
presidential  elections,  when  doing  so  can 
in  some  way  raise  the  class  consciousness 
of  the  proletariat.  But  in  this  election, 
there  is  no  one  to  whom  Marxists  can 
even  contemplate  giving  critical  support 
because  all  the  candidates  who  in  any  way 
claim  to  represent  the  labor  movement  arc 
at  best  a left  cover  for  the  SP  candidacy, 
thereby  helping  to  sow  illusions  in  the 
“change”  that  it  would  supposedly  bring. 


The  SP  candidate,  Francois  Hollande. 
simply  promises  to  pursue  the  same  poli- 
cies as  Nicolas  Sarkozy,  but  without  the 
“bling-bling"  (hobnobbing  with  the  rich 
and  famous).  Hollande  launched  his  cam- 
paign, in  the  January  26  televised  debate, 
by  declaring  his  opposition  to  a "wind- 
shield wipers”  policy — in  other  words, 
Hollande  will  not  sweep  away  the  anti- 
working-class measures  that  have  been 
enacted  during  the  ten  years  of  right-wing 
rule.  Hollande  promises  to  deprive  of  a 
full  pension  all  those  who  have  not  actu- 
ally worked  for  at  least  41  years. 

An  entire  section  of  the  bourgeoisie 
is  irritated  by  Sarkozy — not  so  much 
because  of  his  nouveau  riche  vulgar- 
ity but  because  he  has  not  fulfilled  his 
promise  to  break  the  labor  movement 
and  dramatically  increase  the  capitalists’ 
rate  of  profit.  Since  French  imperialism 
continues  to  lose  ground  against  its  Ger- 
man rival,  it  is  imperative  that  its  next 
Commander-in-Chief  carry  out  even  more 
radical  attacks  against  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed.  For  the  capitalists, 
Hollande  would  have  the  advantage  of 
receiving  the  support  of  the  union  bureau- 
crats. whom  he  promised  to  "consult"  and 
soft-soap  as  “social  partners"  in  leading 
French  imperialism.  No  vote  for  Francois 
Hollande! 

Hollande  has  also  promised  a “relent- 
less" fight  against  undocumented  immi- 
grants. The  “solution”  he  promised  for 
the  Roma  (Gypsies)  is  putting  them  in 
“camps"  to  “avoid  this  constant  moving 
around"  {Le  Monde , 18  February).  Mean- 
while, he  promised  to  hire  more  cops, 
criticizing  Sarkozy  from  the  right  for 
insufficient  results  in  maintaining  “law 
and  order.”  He  promised  to  hire  60,000 
teachers — thereby  perpetuating  a third 
of  the  90,000  job  cuts  made  in  education 
by  the  right-wing  government  in  recent 
years — by  eliminating  jobs  in  other  areas 
of  the  public  sector. 

While  Hollande  has  promised  to  with- 
draw French  troops  from  Afghanistan — 
troops  that  were  initially  sent  by  the 
Socialist  government  of  (Lionel]  Jospin 
and  (Jean-Luc]  Melenchon  ten  years  ago, 
when  Hollande  himself  was  the  head  of 
the  SP — this  is  from  the  standpoint  of 
serving  the  best  interests  of  French  impe- 
rialism. The  current  military  losses  are  no 
longer  justified  by  the  "advantage"  of 
being  able  to  train  troops  to  kill  real 
people  and  enabling  France  to  negotiate 
with  the  United  States  to  obtain  certain 
advantages  for  its  own  capitalists.  Besides. 
Hollande  has  personally  declared  his  sup- 
port lor  the  bloody  military  interven- 
tions of  French  imperialism  organized  by 
Sarkozy  in  the  Ivory  Coast  and  Libya. 


AFP 


Paris:  Airport  workers  demonstrate  on  February  6 as  part  of  four-day  strike 
to  protest  state  restrictions  on  right  to  strike. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Reuters 

December  8:  Hellenic  Steel  workers  outside  factory  in  Athens  suburb  during 
months-long  strike  against  job  and  wage  cuts. 


Berlin,  1 May  2003:  Trade-union  protest  against  Hartz  Plan  enacted  by  Social 
Democratic/Green  government  to  slash  welfare  and  unemployment  benefits. 


creation  of  the  euro  were  being  finalized, 
we  wrote  a leaflet  calling  for  not  voting 
for  the  PCF/Jospin  popular  front,  which 
declared:  “If  in  the  future,  because  of 
workers’  struggles,  the  ‘monetary  union’ 
is  abandoned  or  postponed  indefinitely, 
this  would  be  a victory  for  workers, 
who  throughout  Europe  have  militantly 
resisted  the  capitalist  offensive.”  We  ex- 
plained at  the  time  that  a single  currency 
was  not  viable  in  the  absence  of  a single 
European  government,  and  that  such  a 
government  “can  only  be  achieved  by  the 
methods  of  Adolf  Hitler,  not  by  those 
of  Jacques  Delors,  the  French  social- 
democratic  architect  of  Maastricht  (treaty 
establishing  the  euro]"  (see  “For  a Work- 
ers Europe — For  Socialist  Revolution!” 
WV  No.  670,  13  June  1997). 

Hollande’s  opposition  to  Sarkozy  on 
the  question  of  Europe  is  solely  from  the 
standpoint  of  the  interests  of  French  im- 
perialism. not  those  of  the  working  class. 
Hollande  accuses  Sarkozy  of  capitulating 
to  France’s  German  rivals.  He  went  to 
London  not  only  to  reassure  the  financiers 
of  the  City  that  they  had  nothing  to  fear 
from  his  speech  against  "the  world  of 
finance.”  but  also  to  advocate  closer 
ties  between  France  and  Britain  against 
Germany.  Hollande  has,  for  example,  no 
intention  of  changing  the  conditions  im- 
posed by  (German  chancellor  Angela] 
Merkel  and  Sarkozy  on  Greece,  which  are 
strangling  that  country  and  literally  driv- 
ing its  people  into  extreme  poverty.  Those 
measures  are  also  laying  the  groundwork 


euro  against  the  local  currencies  has  fur- 
ther lowered  the  cost  of  these  products  for 
German  capitalists.  In  addition,  wage  cuts 
in  Germany  itself,  particularly  under  the 
social-democratic  governments  headed  by 
Gerhard  Schroder  in  the  2000s,  gave  Ger- 
man capitalists  an  increased  competitive 
advantage  over  the  French.  The  French 
reformists,  who  supported  the  counter- 
revolution (in  the  name  of  “democracy”) 
and  the  European  Union,  are  now  very 
disappointed  with  the  outcome:  Their 
own  bourgeoisie  is  the  loser. 

In  fact,  no  candidate  of  the  workers 
movement  in  these  elections  stands  in 
any  way  opposed  to  the  EU.  Mdlenchon 
and  the  PCF  want  the  European  Central 
Bank  to  give  money  to  the  poor  (to  be 
paid  for  ultimately  by  the  German  capi- 
talists through  depreciation  of  the  euro 
and/or  through  "euro  bonds").  Thus,  they 
spread  illusions  that  the  EU  and  its  mon- 
etary instrument  could  be  placed  at  the 
service  of  the  oppressed.  While  they’re  at 
it,  why  not  call  on  the  fascist  Le  Pen  to 
defend  immigrants? 

But  the  rest  of  the  "left  of  the  left" 
are  no  better.  For  years  the  NPA,  follow- 
ing its  predecessor,  the  misnamed  Ligue 
Communiste  Revolutionnaire,  has  called 
for  a "democratic  and  social"  Europe. 
In  other  words,  they  pretend  that  there 
can  be  a capitalist  Europe  that  is  more 
humane  than  the  existing  one.  The  NPA 
thus  deflects  the  working  class  away  from 
struggle  to  overthrow  the  entire  capitalist 
continued  on  page  10 


French  troops  out  of  Afghanistan,  Africa, 
Lebanon,  the  Balkans  and  the  Arabian 
Peninsula! 

Moreover,  Francois  Hollande  is  run- 
ning as  the  joint  candidate  of  the  SP  and 
the  Left  Radical  Party,  a bourgeois  party. 
This  kind  of  coalition  is  a “popular  front," 
a bloc  between  bourgeois  parties  and 
bourgeois  workers  parties — that  is,  par- 
ties like  the  SP  or  the  Communist  Party 
(PCF),  which  have  ties  to  the  labor  move- 
ment and  claim,  in  one  way  or  another, 
to  be  part  of  it,  even  though  their  leader- 
ship and  program  are  totally  bourgeois.  In 
such  coalitions,  it  is  the  bourgeois  parties 
that  inevitably  determine  the  class  char- 
acter of  the  alliance,  guaranteeing  that  it 
will  loyally  serve  the  capitalists. 

By  tying  the  workers  to  their  class 
enemy,  popular-front  alliances  have  always 
paved  the  way  for  defeat.  That  is  why  it 
is  a matter  of  principle  for  Marxists  to 
oppose  them.  The  June  1936  Popular 
Front  led  to  (the  Nazi  collaborator]  Petain; 
the  1936  Popular  Front  in  Spain  led  to  the 
Franco  dictatorship  which  ruled  for  nearly 
40  years;  in  Chile  it  led  to  Pinochet's  coup 
in  1973.  Beginning  with  [Socialist  Party 
leader  FrangoisJ  Mitterrand  in  1981,  a 
succession  of  popular  fronts  has  each  time 
been  followed  five  years  later  by  a return 
to  power  of  right-wing  reactionaries. 
Meanwhile,  the  fascists  of  the  National 
Front  have  taken  root. 

We  also  refuse  to  give  any  support  to 
the  candidates  of  the  "left  of  the  left.”  The 
social  democrats  of  the  PCF  and  the  Left 
Party  (PG)  have  united  behind  Jean-Luc 
Mdlenchon,  formerly  a longtime  Socialist 
Party  leader  who  had  held  a minor  min- 
isterial post  during  the  last  years  of  the 
Jospin  government.  The  latter  boasted 
of  having  performed  more  privatizations 
than  all  of  the  previous  right-wing  govern- 
ments. The  PCF  and  PG  are  uncondition- 
ally determined  to  "defeat  the  right”  on 
the  second  round,  which  decoded  means 
“vote  for  Hollande.”  They  are  thus  act- 
ing simply  as  vote-getters  for  the  popular 
front. 

This  is  also  the  role  of  the  NPA  (New 
Anti-Capitalist  Party)  of  Olivier  Besan- 
cenot  and  Philippe  Poutou.  In  fact,  much 
of  the  NPA  has  been  going  over  to  Melen- 
chon’s  party  in  order  to  support  the  pop- 
ular front  more  directly  (and  have  a bet- 
ter chance  at  getting  sinecures  if  the 
“left"  wins  the  elections).  As  for  Lutte 
Ouvri&re's  candidate.  Nathalie  Arthaud, 
she  refuses,  for  the  time  being,  to  oppose 
voting  for  Hollande.  In  the  2007  presiden- 
tial elections,  these  opportunists  called  for 
a vote  for  (SP  candidate]  S£gol&ne  Royal 
on  the  second  round.  We  call  on  workers 
not  to  vote  in  the  presidential  elections, 
neither  on  the  first  nor  the  second  round. 

Workers  should  also  not  vote  in  the 
coming  parliamentary  elections.  This  is 
how  Lenin  described  parliamentarism: 
“To  decide  once  every  few  years  which 
members  of  the  ruling  class  is  to  repress 
and  crush  the  people  through  par- 
liament— this  is  the  real  essence  of 
bourgeois  parliamentarism,  not  only 
in  parliamentary-constitutional  monar- 
chies. but  also  in  the  most  democratic 
republics." 

— The  State  and  Revolution  (1917) 
However,  in  parliamentary  elections,  un- 
like presidential  elections,  Marxists  may 
consider  running  candidates  and  using  the 


More  recently,  we  stressed  in  the  most 
recent  Le  Bolchevik  (December  201 1): 
"The  EU  is  a fragile  formation  exposed 
to  continuous  tensions  stemming  from 
the  disparate  national  interests  of  the 
European  imperialists,  which  are  con- 
stantly threatening  to  tear  it  apart.  Nor 
can  it  be  otherwise.  Although  the  pro- 
ductive forces  have  long  since  outgrown 
a national  framework,  capitalism  is  a 
system  that  rests  essentially  on  nation- 
states: each  of  the  various  national  capi- 
talist classes  needs  its  own  state  to  push 
through  and  defend  its  interests  at  home 
and  abroad.  Hence  under  capitalism,  the 
goal  of  political  union  or  a European 
superstate  is  necessarily  reactionary  and 
an  empty  utopia.” 

— see  "Economic  Crisis 
Rips  Europe,”  WVNo.  992, 

9 December  201 1 

The  International  Communist  League 
has  always  opposed  the  EU  and  its  mon- 
etary instrument,  the  euro.  In  May  1997, 
as  the  imperialists’  negotiations  for  the 


for  intensifying  attacks  on  workers  in  the 
rest  of  Europe,  including  Germany  and 
France. 

In  France,  the  social  democrats  have 
always  played  a decisive  role  regarding 
the  EU  and  the  euro.  In  December  1989, 
seeking  to  maintain  some  leverage  over 
Germany,  Mitterrand  negotiated  a com- 
mon currency  with  Chancellor  Kohl  in 
exchange  for  agreeing  to  the  capitalist 
reunification  of  Germany,  which  inevita- 
bly would  lead  to  strengthening  the  power 
of  Germany  relative  to  France.  He  had  the 
Maastricht  Treaty  approved  by  referendum 
in  1992.  (It  was  approved  only  by  a nar- 
row margin,  thanks  in  part  to  Mdenchon’s 
vote  in  favor  and  LO’s  abstention.)  The 
euro  itself  was  introduced  under  Jospin’s 
SP-PCF-Green  government,  which  Melen- 
chon  was  part  of  from  2000  to  2002.  Hol- 
lande’s SP  later  campaigned  for  the  Lisbon 
Treaty  [approving  a new  EU  constitution]. 
(The  treaty  was  rejected  by  referendum  in 
2005,  but  nevertheless  adopted  in  2008 
thanks  to  the  abstention  or  “yes”  vote 
of  over  150  SP  members  of  parliament.) 
Recently,  by  deciding  to  abstain  in  parlia- 
ment, the  SP  saved  the  latest  scheme  by 
“Merkozy”  to  asphyxiate  Greece,  called 
the  “European  Stability  Mechanism.” 

That  is  the  EU’s  balance  sheet  for 
French  imperialism.  Thanks  to  the  capi- 
talist counterrevolution  in  East  Europe, 
and  the  concomitant  wage  cuts  and  loss 
of  workers’  gains,  the  German  bourgeoi- 
sie was  able  to  outsource  a growing  share 
of  the  inputs  of  its  industrial  products  to 
those  countries,  which  are  increasingly  its 
economic  hinterland.  The  strength  of  the 


Current  Left 
Front  presidential 
candidate  Jean-Luc 
Melenchon  (right) 
in  March  2000  with 
Socialist  Party  prime 
minister  Lionel 
Jospin,  who  picked 
him  to  join  capitalist 
government. 


election  campaign  and,  if  elected,  the  par- 
liamentary podium  as  oppositionists,  that 
is.  in  opposition  to  the  capitalist  executive 
power,  no  matter  who  is  running  the  state. 
The  purpose  is  to  disseminate  revolution- 
ary propaganda  and  act  as  a tribune  of  the 
workers  and  the  oppressed. 

Down  With  the  European  Union! 

The  chauvinist  and  anti-working-class 
program  of  the  SP  appears  particularly 
clearly  in  regard  to  the  European  Union 
(EU).  The  EU  is  an  entirely  reactionary 
institution — a consortium  of  imperialist 
states  and  weaker  states — led  by  Ger- 
many. The  initial  purpose  of  the  EU’s 
predecessors,  the  European  Coal  and 
Steel  Community,  the  Europe  of  Six,  etc., 
was  to  strengthen  the  economic  cohesion 
of  capitalist  West  Europe — mainly  France 
and  Germany — in  order  to  consolidate 
the  NATO  military  alliance  against  the 
Soviet  Union. 

In  the  1980s,  the  SP  of  Mitterrand  and 
Melenchon  contributed  in  no  small  meas- 
ure to  the  victory  of  capitalist  counter- 
revolution in  East  Europe.  We  Trotskyists 
were  for  the  unconditional  military  de- 
fense of  the  USSR.  In  1989-1990,  the  left 
in  general,  from  the  SP  to  Lutte  Ouvrtere, 
rejoiced  at  the  prospect  of  a capitalist 
reunification  of  Germany.  In  contrast,  we 
fought  against  the  absorption  of  the  East 
German  deformed  workers  state  by  capi- 
talist West  Germany  and  for  revolution- 
ary reunification,  through  a proletarian 
political  revolution  against  the  parasitic 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  in  East  Germany 
and  a socialist  revolution  in  the  West  to 
overthrow  and  expropriate  the  German 
bourgeoisie. 

With  the  USSR  now  destroyed,  the  EU  is 
merely  a trading  bloc  of  competing  imperi- 
alist powers,  mainly  Germany,  France  and 
Britain,  which  went  to  war  with  each  other 
twice  in  the  last  century  alone  to  achieve 
supremacy  in  Europe  and  to  seize  their 
rivals’  global  market  share.  Supposedly, 
the  only  purpose  of  the  EU  is  to  promote 
“free  and  fair  competition”  (even  though 
capitalism  over  a century  ago  entered  the 
era  of  cartels  and  monopolies).  This  is  an 
ideological  cover  for  increasing  attacks 
against  the  gains  that  workers  were  able 
to  wrest  through  their  struggles  when  the 
Soviet  Union  still  existed.  Thus,  the  anti- 
union Bolkestein  Directive  aims  at  pitting 
the  workers  of  the  various  European  coun- 
tries against  each  other.  As  we  wrote  in  a 
leaflet  (reprinted  in  Le  Bolchevik , March 
2006),  “The  Bolkestein  Directive  gets  to 
the  heart  of  what  the  European  Union  is.” 
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Alejandro 
Manon  protests 
outside  Toronto 
coroner’s  office 
in  May  2010, 
two  days  after 
his  son  Junior 
Manon  (inset) 
was  beaten  to 
death  by  police. 
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Canada... 

( continued  from  page  3 ) 

The  outcry  over  public  safety  minister 
Vic  Toews'  smears  against  critics  of  the 
bill  forced  the  government  to  recalibrate 
its  pitch,  but  the  legislation  is  expected 
to  pass  without  fundamental  change  (the 
Liberals  earlier  introduced  similar  meas- 
ures). Also  tightening  the  screws  on  the 
population  is  the  Canada-U.S.  "Beyond 
the  Border”  agreement,  another  project 
begun  under  the  previous  Liberal  gov- 
ernment. This  promises  almost  limitless 
sharing  of  information  among  the  RCMP 
[Royal  Canadian  Mounted  Police],  the 
Border  Service  Agency.  U.S.  Customs  and 
Homeland  Security — at  a time  when,  for 
example,  a staggering  85  percent  of  Brit- 
ish Columbians  are  in  the  cops’  computer 
database. 

The  government’s  “security”  mania  has 
it  shooting  in  all  directions,  from  the 
merely  deranged  to  the  outright  monstrous. 
The  spectacle  of  resource  minister  Joe 
Oliver  going  after  groups  like  the  lofty 
Sierra  Club  environmentalists  as  foreign- 
funded  “radical  groups”  for  opposing  the 
Gateway  pipeline  project  underlines  how 
anyone  can  be  a target.  In  a statement  pro- 
moting the  Tories’  “anti-terrorism”  strat- 
egy. Toews  promised  vigilance  against 
“domestic  extremism"  including  "the  pro- 
motion of  various  causes  such  as  animal 
rights,  environmentalism,  white  suprem- 
acy and  anti-capitalism"  ( Globe  and  Mail, 

1 1 February).  More  ominously  yet,  it  was 
recently  revealed  that  the  government  has 
instructed  CSIS  (Canadian  Security  Intel- 
ligence Service]  to  use  information  ob- 
tained under  torture  “in  exceptional  cir- 
cumstances.” This  is  no  abstraction.  Just 
recall  the  case  of  Maher  Arar,  an  innocent 
Muslim  citizen  of  Canada  who  was  sent  by 
the  U.S.  to  torture  chambers  in  Syria  based 
on  information  and  acquiescence  from 
Canadian  security  services. 

The  ultimate  target  of  the  crackdown 
on  dissent  is  the  organized  working  class. 
The  Tory  government  cites  “national  secu- 
rity" to  justify  its  attacks  on  the  labour 
movement.  "War  on  terror"  measures  have 
taken  particular  aim  at  unionized  workers 


in  the  ports  and  airline  industry.  In  its  own 
way,  this  testifies  to  the  immense  potential 
power  of  organized  labour  to  throw  back 
government  repression  and  the  attacks  on 
the  rights  of  the  population. 

A number  of  protests  have  taken  place 
against  the  various  “security”  bills,  in 
particular  the  omnibus  crime  bill.  Most 
were  organized  in  the  wake  of  the  Occupy 
movement  that  emerged  in  most  major  cit- 
ies last  year.  Many  of  the  youthful  Occupy 
protesters  have  themselves  been  victims  of 
police  crackdowns,  and  it  is  to  their  credit 
that  they  seek  to  protest  the  larger  impli- 
cations behind  the  Tory  bills.  Yet  they  are 
mired  in  populist  liberal  politics  which 
obscure  the  class  line  between  workers 
and  capitalists.  Some  even  embraced  the 
cops  as  part  of  the  “99  percent."  Such 
ideology  is  an  obstacle  to  the  necessary 
mobilization  of  the  working  class  in  its 
own  name,  rallying  all  the  oppressed  in  a 
fight  against  the  capitalist  system. 

The  main  obstacles  to  such  mobiliza- 
tion are  the  pro-capitalist  labour  bureauc- 
racy and  its  political  arm,  the  social- 


democratic  NDP.  Despite  its  current 
posture  of  opposing  Harper’s  most  egre- 
gious measures,  the  NDP  has  always 
supported  the  enforcement  of  capitalist 
"law  and  order."  Four  years  ago.  the  New 
Democrats  supported  a Conservative 
“anti-crime”  law  that  established  man- 
datory minimum  sentencing  for  "gun- 
related"  offences  and  raised  the  age  of 
consent  from  14  to  16.  In  the  election 
later  that  year,  (late  NDP  leader]  Jack 
Layton  demanded  "tough  action  on 
crime,  gangs,  and  guns."  Last  year,  the 
NDP  again  promised  to  hire  thousands 
more  cops,  an  unashamed  pledge  of 
fealty  to  the  racist  capitalist  order. 

The  NDP  has  also  always  supported 
the  Canadian  rulers’  national  oppression 
of  Quebec.  Historically  under  the  boot  of 
British  and  then  Anglo-Canadian  rule. 
Quebec  experienced  mass  social  struggle 
in  the  1960s  and  early  ’70s  which  led  to 
throwing  off  the  shackles  of  the  repres- 
sive Catholic  church.  With  the  Quebd- 
cois  population  generally  more  liberal  on 
social  issues  than  that  in  English  Canada, 


bourgeois  politicians  of  just  about  every 
stripe  in  Quebec  have  denounced  the 
Tories’  “crime"  bills. 

But  Quebec  has  its  own  variants  of  rac- 
ism and  state  repression.  It  is  there  that  the 
furor  against  the  right  of  Muslim  women 
to  wear  the  niqab  (full-face  veil)  has  been 
most  intense.  In  the  1990s,  the  national- 
ist Bloc  Qudbdcois  was  the  most  vocal 
advocate  for  "anti-gang”  laws,  which  were 
eventually  adopted.  Supposedly  aimed 
against  bikers,  these  have  been  used 
almost  exclusively  to  justify  cop  terror 
against  minority  youth  in  Montreal — and 
to  go  after  the  construction  unions.  Marx- 
ists advocate  independence  for  Quebec, 
in  part  because  this  would  create  the  best 
conditions  for  workers  in  both  nations  to 
see  the  reactionary  nature  of  their  “own" 
capitalist  exploiters. 

Various  labour  federations  have  come 
out  against  the  Tory  crime  bill.  On  the 
West  Coast,  the  BCGEU  public  sector 
union  issued  a February  13  statement 
against  the  bill.  But  the  BCGEU  bureauc- 
racy’s sole  concerns  are  about  “cost”  and 
the  negative  effect  on  screws  and  sheriffs! 
That’s  right,  the  BCGEU  (and  others  such 
as  Ontario’s  OPSEU)  criminally  organizes 
such  forces  which,  as  much  as  the  cops, 
are  enforcers  of  racist  capitalist  repression. 
Cops  and  jail  guards  are  not  workers — 
they  have  no  place  in  the  unions! 

The  organized  labour  movement  has  a 
crucial  role  to  play  in  beating  back  the 
climate  of  racism  and  fear  that  is  only 
getting  worse  amid  today’s  deepgoing 
economic  meltdown.  To  do  so,  the  work- 
ing class  must  be  won  to  the  understand- 
ing that  its  own  liberation  from  wage 
slavery  and  poverty  requires  defend- 
ing the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed  and 
opposing  all  manifestations  of  state  ter- 
ror against  minorities  and  the  left.  With 
its  central  position  in  social  production, 
the  working  class  has  both  the  social 
power  and  the  material  interest  to  stop 
the  creeping  police  state  in  its  tracks.  We 
Marxists  fight  for  the  forging  of  a multi- 
racial revolutionary  workers  party,  the 
necessary  instrument  to  bring  this  under- 
standing to  the  ranks  of  the  proletariat. 
Down  with  Harper’s  reactionary  "crime" 
bills — Mobilize  the  power  of  labour!  ■ 


New  York  City:  Thousands  gathered  in  Union  Square  on  March  21  for  “million 
hoodie  march"  initiated  by  Occupy  Wall  Street,  part  of  nationwide  Travvon 
Martin  protests. 


Trayvon... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

“get  tough  on  crime"  campaign — code  for 
targeting  black  people.  The  2005  law  sup- 
planted an  earlier  Florida  law  that,  like 
those  in  many  other  states,  traced  its  roots 
to  English  Common  Law.  That  standard 
held  that  self-defense  is  justified  if  a per- 
son faced  with  attack  First  tries  to  remove 
himself,  if  feasible,  from  immediate  dan- 
ger before  using  deadly  force.  Florida’s 
2005  law  allows  for  the  use  of  deadly 
force  by  anyone  who  claims  a “reasonable 
belief’  that  such  force  is  necessary,  with- 
out even  attempting  to  disengage.  And  in 
racist  America,  a black  kid  in  a hoodie 
is  enough  to  claim  “reasonable  belief’  of 
danger.  The  law  also  promises  criminal 
and  civil  immunity  for  people  who  claim 
to  have  acted  in  self-defense. 

As  Marxists,  we  oppose  gun  control 
laws,  which  are  most  often  promoted  by 
Democratic  Party  liberals  and  black  poli- 
ticians. and  uphold  the  right  to  armed  self- 
defense.  But  we  oppose  the  “stand  your 
ground”  law,  which,  in  removing  retreat 
as  a criterion  for  self-defense,  sanctions 
vigilantism,  including  murder. 

The  working  class  and  the  black  popu- 
lation must  zealously  defend  the  Consti- 
tutional right  to  bear  arms,  a product  of 
the  Revolutionary  War  against  British 
colonial  rule.  Gun  control  kills,  and  it 
kills  blacks  in  particular.  It  is  a means 
to  enforce  a monopoly  of  violence  in  the 
hands  of  the  capitalist  state.  Gun  control 
leaves  guns  in  the  hands  of  cops,  crimi- 
nals and  Klansmen  while  making  the 
country’s  black,  poor  and  working  peo- 
ple defenseless.  Trayvon  Martin  might 
be  alive  today  if  he  had  been  carrying  a 
gun.  But  as  the  Martin  family’s  attorney 
said,  had  Trayvon  been  the  shooter,  "he 
would  have  been  arrested  day  one,  hour 
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one,  and  wouldn't  have  been  given  bail." 

In  capitalist  America,  black  self-defense 
against  racist  terror  has  historically  been 
met  with  frenzied  state  repression.  The 
earliest  20th-century  gun  control  laws 
were  passed  in  states  like  South  Carolina. 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi  as  a way  to  dis- 
arm blacks  in  the  face  of  KKK  terror.  In 
1965,  the  New  York  City  Council  passed 
a bill  especially  to  keep  Malcolm  X from 
carrying  a carbine  for  his  protection;  he 
was  assassinated  shortly  afterward.  In 
1967,  the  California  legislature  banned 
the  carrying  of  a loaded  gun  after  legally 
armed  Black  Panthers  began  patrolling 
ghettos  where  police  terror  was  rampant. 
The  state’s  ban  was  followed  by  gun  con- 
trol laws  nationwide,  especially  after  the 
ghetto  upheavals  that  broke  out  follow- 
ing Martin  Luther  King’s  assassination 
in  1968. 


From  day  one,  liberal  political  spokes- 
men have  tried  to  steer  the  outrage  over 
Trayvon  Martin's  killing  into  the  time- 
worn call  for  the  federal  government  to 
step  in  to  make  things  right.  At  a town  hall 
meeting  in  Sanford  on  March  21,  dozens 
of  black  residents  told  of  being  profiled, 
humiliated  and  physically  assaulted  by  the 
cops.  National  NAACP  leader  Ben  Jeal- 
ous took  that  occasion  to  say  that  the  local 
police  department  had  “gone  a bit  rogue” 
and  that’s  why  they  needed  to  bring  in  the 
Department  of  Justice.  The  Justice  Depart- 
ment are  the  top  cops  of  a system  where 
daily  racist  terror  is  meted  out  by  police 
in  the  ghettos  and  barrios — from  NYC’s 
“stop  and  frisk"  dragnet  to  L.A.’s  “anti- 
gang" crackdowns.  When  the  Feds  step 
in,  at  most  they  enact  some  meaningless 
reforms  or  get  rid  of  some  “bad  apples." 
Their  purpose  in  doing  so  is  to  clean  up 


the  cops’  image  to  make  them  more  effec- 
tive. and  to  get  angry  people  off  the  streeLs. 

Along  with  the  military,  the  police, 
courts  and  prisons  form  the  core  of  the 
capitalist  state,  an  instrument  of  coercion 
and  organized  violence  for  the  suppres- 
sion of  one  class,  the  working  class,  by 
another  class,  the  capitalists.  While  even 
many  Florida  state  authorities  say  that 
Zimmerman  went  beyond  his  mandate  in 
gunning  down  an  unarmed  17-year-old, 
the  fact  is  that  the  cops*  constant  drumbeat 
of  cracking  down  on  crime  and  pursuing 
the  “war  on  drugs”  fosters  the  growth  of 
such  vigilante  scum.  And  the  police  them- 
selves feed  off  of  vigilante  violence.  In 
promoting  Neighborhood  Watch  outfits, 
the  cops  are  building  up  auxiliaries  to 
their  enforcement  of  the  murderous  racist 
status  quo.  The  role  of  such  racist  vigi- 
lantes was  seen  in  2005  after  Hurricane 
Katrina  struck  the  Gulf  Coast,  as  armed 
white  patrols,  along  with  the  cops,  forc- 
ibly blocked  blacks  from  evacuating  as 
the  flood  waters  rose,  including  through 
outright  murder. 

Central  Florida: 

Racist,  Anti-Labor  Bastion 

Sanford  is  located  in  central  Florida, 
whose  history  is  indelibly  marked  by 
bloody  racist  terror — legal  and  extra- 
legal.  A center  of  the  citrus  industry,  this 
region  was  developed  in  the  aftermath  of 
the  North’s  victory  over  the  South  in  the 
Civil  War  that  smashed  slavery.  Northern 
capitalists,  such  as  the  town’s  namesake, 
Henry  Shelton  Sanford,  grabbed  up  real 
estate,  developing  orange  groves  and 
tourism  as  well  as  winter  homes.  When 
black  laborers  were  brought  in  to  work 
the  orange  groves,  a campaign  of  race- 
terror  soon  followed  that  attacked  them 
as  competitors  for  “white  jobs." 

In  the  early  1930s,  the  bosses  struck 
with  bloody  vengeance  against  a union 
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As  Cops  Launch  New  Attacks  at  Zuccotti  Park 

DSA  Ropes  In  Occupy  Youth 


MARCH  24 — On  the  night 
of  March  17.  protesters  from 
Occupy  Wall  Street  gathered 
in  Zuccotti  Park  in  lower  Man- 
hattan to  mark  the  six-month 
anniversary  of  the  start  of  the  tent  protest. 
Then  the  NY  PD  moved  in.  Not  content 
with  their  brutalization  of  protesters  in 
November,  when  the  park  was  cleared 
in  a nighttime  raid,  cops  again  viciously 
attacked  protesters  and  arrested  more  than 
70.  One  woman  who  went  into  seizures 
after  arrest  was  prevented  from  receiving 
medical  attention  for  over  ten  minutes, 
and  she  is  now  facing  a felony  charge  of 
assaulting  an  officer.  As  protesters  left  the 
Wall  Street  area  and  marched  up  Broad- 
way, cops  slammed  the  head  of  a medic 
into  a glass  door,  breaking  the  panel. 

At  least  three  of  the  protesters  face  fel- 
ony charges.  Billionaire  mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg  was  bullish  on  the  cop  assault, 
saying,  “You  want  to  get  arrested?  We’ll 
accommodate  you.”  There  have  been 
more  arrests  since  then,  including  today  at 
an  Occupy  protest  against  police  brutality. 
We  demand:  Drop  all  the  charges  now! 

Looking  for  some  answers  to  the 
grinding  capitalist  economic  crisis  and 
the  constant  cop  attacks  on  protesters, 
some  Occupy  activists  were  drawn  to  the 
annual  Left  Forum  last  weekend  only  a 
few  blocks  from  Zuccotti  Park.  Run  by 
the  Democratic  Socialists  of  America 
(DSA),  the  event  adopted  the  theme 
"Occupy  the  System:  Confronting  Global 
Capitalism.” 

From  the  time  of  its  origins  under 
Michael  Harrington,  the  DSA  has  “occu- 
pied” a position  inside  the  Democratic 
Party  of  U.S.  imperialism.  What  it  seeks 
to  do  today  is  to  channel  protest  against 
the  austerity  demanded  by  Wall  Street  to 
make  working  people  pay  for  the  global 
capitalist  economic  crisis  into  support 
for  the  same  Democratic  Party  that  is 
overseeing  these  attacks  from  the  White 
House.  The  Occupy  movement’s  refrain 
of  the  “99  percent”  versus  the  “1  percent” 
has  touched  a chord  among  broad  sections 
of  society.  But  that  vague  populist  notion 
obscures  the  fundamental  class  divide 
in  society  between  the  working  class 
and  the  capitalist  class,  whose  obscene 
wealth  is  gained  through  exploiting  work- 


for the  Democrats 


ers’  labor.  Occupy  spokesmen’s  embrace 
of  this  country’s  supposed  "democratic 
values” — certainly  music  to  the  DSA’s 
ears — also  serves  to  disguise  the  class 
nature  of  the  capitalist  state  and  its  politi- 
cal parties. 

Leading  DSAers  Frances  Fox  Piven 
and  Cornel  West  were  featured  at  a show- 
case session  on  Occupy  and  “the  Future 
of  the  Democratic  Left"  that  trumpeted 


the  country.  But  for  Piven,  this  policy 
turned  the  Democrats  into  the  “party  of 
the  poor."  Piven  also  proclaimed  that  Har- 
rington's notion  of  a “culture  of  poverty" 
among  the  country’s  dispossessed  would 
later  be  “misunderstood"  by  mainstream 
and  right-wing  bourgeois  ideologues  to 
blame  impoverished  blacks  and  whites 
for  their  own  condition. 

In  the  discussion  period,  a Spartacist 
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NYPD  assault  on  Occupy  protester  in  Zuccotti  Park,  March  17,  when  more 
than  70  were  arrested. 


the  50th  anniversary  of  Harrington’s  book 
The  Other  America.  The  book  was  one 
way  that  Harrington  helped  braintrust 
the  bogus  “war  on  poverty”  declared  by 
Democratic  president  Lyndon  Johnson 
in  1964.  (Harrington,  it  should  be  noted, 
was  the  titular  head  of  the  Socialist  Party 
for  years  while  that  party  supported  U.S. 
imperialism’s  counterrevolutionary  war 
in  Vietnam.)  The  “war  on  poverty"  was 
one  part  of  the  capitalist  rulers’  attempt  to 
undercut  and  co-opt  the  tumultuous  strug- 
gles for  black  equality  that  had  shaken  up 


League  speaker  pointed  out  that,  three 
years  ago,  his  comrade  was  shouted  down 
at  a very  similar  panel  when  she  declared 
that  it  was  criminal  for  socialists,  working- 
class  and  black  militants  to  support  the 
Democrat  Barack  Obama’s  election  as 
president.  Our  speaker  continued: 

“1  don't  know  about  Michael  Har- 
rington’s ‘culture’  being  misunderstood, 
but  there’s  no  misunderstanding  that  he 
said  the  place  for  socialists  was  in  the 
Democratic  Party,  perpetuating  the  lie 
that  that’s  the  party  for  poor  people, 
for  workers,  for  immigrants  and  black 


people.  Three  years  since,  auto 
workers  are  working  themselves 
to  death,  if  they  are  new  workers, 
for  $15  an  hour  in  wages  because 
of  Obama’s  bailout  of  the  auto 
companies.  We’ve  had  an  expan- 
sion of  the  war  on  terror’;  attacks  on 
democratic  rights  at  home  and  the  codi- 
fication of  assassination  of  U.S.  citizens 
overseas;  an  expansion  of  the  war  in 
Afghanistan. 

“This  is  the  Democratic  Party  of  U.S. 
imperialism.  If  you  want  a question, 
here’s  one:  What  does  the  Democratic 
Party  becoming  the  ’party  of  the  poor’ 
in  the  ’60s  mean  for  the  Vietnamese 
workers  and  peasants,  who  scored  the 
biggest  victory  for  poor  people  around 
the  world  when  they  defeated  U.S.  impe- 
rialism, under  the  Democratic  Party  and 
the  Republican  Party?” 

Calling  for  a revolutionary  workers  party, 
our  speaker  concluded  by  saying  that  the 
way  to  get  rid  of  the  capitalist  exploiters 
was  to  take  the  road  of  the  Bolsheviks. 

It  is  not  lost  on  the  DSA  that  some 
radical-minded  Occupy  protesters  are  less 
than  enthusiastic  about  becoming  voting 
cattle  for  Obama’s  re-election.  In  response 
to  our  speaker.  Cornel  West  played  up  his 
image  as  a “radical”  black  spokesman  in 
offering  that  "the  Democratic  Party  has 
never  been  a party  fundamentally  con- 
cerned with  poor  people."  But  this  state- 
ment was  in  the  service  of  promoting 
pro-Democratic  Party  pressure  politics,  a 
strategy  embraced  by  not  only  the  DSA 
but  the  entire  reformist  left.  West  declared 
that  the  Democratic  Party  “has  made  con- 
cessions when  poor  and  working  people 
created  movements  and  put  pressure,  and 
brought  pressure  to  bear  on  the  system.” 
Piven  said  straight  out  that  she  would  be 
very  glad  to  see  Obama  and  the  Congres- 
sional Democrats  win  big  in  November. 

The  false  notion  that  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  and  minorities  run  through 
the  Democratic  Party  has  long  served  to 
chain  the  exploited  and  the  oppressed  to 
the  brutal,  crisis-ridden  capitalist  system. 
In  peddling  this  lie  to  generations  of  activ- 
ists, the  DSA  faithfully  follows  Michael 
Harrington’s  dictum  to  be  the  “left  wing 
of  the  possible,”  acting  as  a roadblock  to 
the  development  of  class  consciousness 
and  its  political  expression:  the  independ- 
ence of  the  working  class  from  all  the  par- 
ties of  the  capitalist  class  enemy.  ■ 


organizing  drive  by  the  United  Citrus 
Workers  (UCW).  KKK  nightriders  ter- 
rorized organizers,  crushing  the  UCW.  In 
1935,  Joseph  Shoemaker,  a Socialist,  was 
abducted  by  the  Klan  assisted  by  Tampa 
police.  He  was  castrated,  tarred  and  feath- 
ered, dying  of  his  injuries  after  two  weeks 
of  suffering.  In  the  face  of  such  brutal  ter- 
ror, the  Communist  Party-led  United  Can- 
nery, Agricultural,  Packing,  and  Allied 
Workers  of  America,  a CIO  affiliate,  soon 
arose  and  led  a heroic  fight  for  unioniza- 
tion. But  it  also  faced  a devastating  wave 
of  Klan  terror,  employer  scabherding  and 
government  repression. 

Florida  has  the  distinction  of  being 
among  the  most  brutal  of  Southern  lynch- 
ing states,  as  exemplified  by  the  1934 
lynching  of  Claude  Neal,  a 23-year-old 
sharecropper.  Neal  was  arrested  by  the 
Jackson  County  Sheriff  and  charged  with 
the  murder  of  a white  woman.  The  illit- 
erate man  was  forced  to  sign  a written 
confession  with  an  X.  He  ended  up  in  the 
hands  of  a mob,  tortured  for  hours  and 
then  lynched,  his  body  parts  distributed 
as  “souvenirs.”  Liberal  icon  Franklin  D. 
Roosevelt  steadfastly  refused  to  support 
federal  anti-lynching  laws  because  that 
would  have  posed  a break  with  the  seg- 
regationist Dixiecrat  components  of  his 
1930s  New  Deal  coalition. 

Sanford,  Florida,  is  itself  branded  in  rac- 


ist infamy.  Isabel  Wilkerson’s  The  Warmth 
of  Other  Suns,  a study  of  the  Great  Migra- 
tion of  blacks  out  of  the  South,  recounts 
the  story  of  George  Swanson  Starling, 
who  barely  escaped  the  town  with  his  life 
in  1945  after  attempting  to  organize  black 
tangerine  pickers  to  demand  higher  wages. 
The  following  year,  Jackie  Robinson  was 
run  out  of  town  when  the  Montreal  Roy- 
als, part  of  the  Brooklyn  Dodgers’  farm 
system,  went  there  for  spring  training.  In 
response,  Dodgers’  owner  Branch  Rickey 
packed  up  and  moved  the  team  to  Day- 
tona Beach. 

It  took  the  tumultuous  struggles  for 
black  rights  in  the  1950s  and  '60s  to  break 
the  back  of  official  Jim  Crow  segregation 
in  the  South.  The  success  of  the  liberal-led 
civil  rights  struggles  was  in  bringing  the 
South  into  alignment  with  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  norms  in  the  rest  of  the  coun- 
try. This  development  did  not — and  could 
not — address  the  poverty,  unemployment, 
rotten  housing,  segregated  education  and 
rampant  cop  terror  that  afflict  the  bulk 
of  the  black  population.  These  conditions 
are  deeply  rooted  in  U.S.  capitalism, 
whether  or  not  they  are  officially  codi- 
fied in  the  legal  sanctions  of  the  bourgeois 
state.  While  today  blacks  possess  formal 
equality  under  the  law,  this  is  pervasively 
violated  in  practice.  And  there  could  be 
no  sharper  example  of  that  than  the  gun- 


ning down  of  Trayvon  Martin. 

The  enduring  color  bar  is  the  greatest 
obstacle  to  working-class  unity  in  the  U.S.. 
serving  to  obscure  the  fundamental  class 
divide  in  society  by  providing  an  illusion 
of  common  interest  between  white  work- 
ers and  their  class  enemy,  the  white  capi- 
talist exploiters.  As  Karl  Marx  declared  in 
Volume  1 of  Capital  (1867):  “Labor  cannot 


emancipate  itself  in  the  white  skin  where 
in  the  black  it  is  branded.”  It  is  through 
united  class  struggle  that  the  workers  can 
and  must  overcome  these  divisions,  pro- 
moting their  interests  as  a class  against 
their  common  enemy.  What  is  crucially 
needed  is  to  forge  a workers  party  that 
emblazons  on  its  banners:  Black  libera- 
tion through  socialist  revolution!  ■ 
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France... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

system  and  to  establish  a Socialist  United 
States  of  Europe  on  a revolutionary  inter- 
nationalist basis.  These  lackeys  of  their 
own  imperialism  admonish  the  workers 
in  Greece  and  France  that  they  should 
remain  prisoners  of  the  euro  straitjacket, 
which  the  NPA  presents  as  protection 
against  one’s  own  national  bourgeoisie. 
Thus  the  editorial  by  Yvan  Lemaitre  in 
the  January  issue  of  the  NPA's  monthly. 
Tout  Est  a Nous!  La  Revue  (Everything  Is 
Ours!  The  Magazine],  proclaims,  regard- 
ing a return  to  national  currencies: 

"Such  a step  backward  would  lock  the 
workers  into  the  national  straitjacket 
at  the  mercy  of  their  own  implacable 
national  bourgeoisies,  each  one  bitterly 
defending  its  own  position  within  the 
new  international  division  of  labor.  There 
is  another  way  out.  a democratic  and 
progressive  one.  within  the  European 
framework,  which  has  become  the  new 
arena  for  struggles  by  workers  and  by  the 
peoples." 

Since  Lemaitre  is  against  socialist  rev- 
olution. he  can  only  conceive  of  opposi- 
tion to  the  capitalist  EU  and  the  euro  from 
the  standpoint  of  right-wing  nationalism. 
He  cynically  denounces  “reactionary, 
chauvinist  and  nationalist  propaganda 
that  proposes  returning  to  national  cur- 
rencies and  withdrawing  behind  national 
boundaries."  In  fact  it  is  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  left,  the  apostles  of  a “democratic  and 
social"  capitalist  Europe,  that  puts  wind 
in  the  sails  of  fascist  demagogues,  allow- 
ing them  a monopoly  on  opposing  the  EU 
in  whose  name  the  workers’  gains  are 
attacked.  And  it  is  German  workers  who 
are  among  the  main  victims  of  the  auster- 
ity measures  on  behalf  of  “competitive- 
ness” in  Europe.  The  only  two  announced 
candidates  in  this  election  who  oppose  the 
euro  are  Marine  Le  Pen  of  the  National 
Front  and  Nicolas  Dupont-Aignan,  an  old- 
style  far-right  Gaullist  politician. 

The  [Lambertist]  Parti  Ouvrier  Inde- 
pendant (POI)  has  its  own  chauvinist  line 
of  ultra-French  delirium.  At  a February 
13  Paris  demonstration  over  the  crisis 
in  Greece,  its  members  chanted  slogans 
against  the  EU  as  an  “American  agency” 
and  called  for  the  EU/International  Mon- 
etary Fund/European  Central  Bank  troika 
to  get  out  of  Paris,  presumably  to  protect 
“la  belle  France”  from  their  misdeeds. 
Thus  the  POI  covers  up  the  role  of  French 
imperialism  in  the  oppression  of  Greece. 

Protectionism:  Reactionary 
Response  to  Capitalist  Attacks 

Throughout  Europe,  nationalism  is  on 
the  rise,  an  ideological  expression  of  the 
sharpening  of  rivalries  between  the  conti- 
nent’s bourgeoisies.  To  fight  this,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  break  openly  with  the  reaction- 
ary fiction  of  European  capitalist  unity 
and  to  fight  for  revolutionary  proletarian 
internationalism.  Today  this  particularly 
means  solidarity  with  our  class  brothers 
in  Greece  who  are  being  crushed  under 
the  jackboot  of  the  French  BNP  bank,  the 
Deutsche  Bank  and  the  European  Central 
Bank.  It  is  necessary  to  oppose  the  protec- 
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tionist  campaigns  to  tax  imported  prod- 
ucts and  “produce  French"  or  "produce  in 
France."  whether  put  forward  by  Sarkozy, 
Hollande  or  Mdlenchon.  It  is  necessary  to 
oppose  the  chauvinist  poison  spewed  by 
those  rare  “left"  ideologues  like  Jacques 
Sapir  and  Jacques  Nikonoff,  who  oppose 
the  euro  in  the  name  of  a better  version  of 
protectionism.  In  a Le  Bolchevik  No.  197 
(September  2011)  article  that  dealt  with 
Michel  Husson,  a pro-euro  economist 
fetishized  by  the  NPA,  we  noted:  “The 
NPA  wants  people  to  believe  that  capital- 
ism can  simply  be  reformed,  and  by  pro- 
moting a supposedly  ‘good’  protectionism 
it  lends  legitimacy  to  the  protectionism  of 
the  National  Front." 

Ditto  for  the  PCF  with  its  "produce 
French"  slogan,  which  it  just  dredged  up 


again  a few  months  ago,  and  which  has 
been  picked  up  by  the  National  Front. 
Today  the  National  Front  presents  essen- 
tially a parliamentary  package.  But  at  bot- 
tom the  fascists  are  paramilitary  shock 
troops  who  carry  out  racist  terror  and 
whose  ultimate  target  is  the  working  class. 
The  decaying  capitalist  system  is  the  fer- 
tile terrain  that  nourishes  the  fascists.  In 
the  event  of  a sharp  crisis,  the  bourgeoisie 
mobilizes  them  against  the  working  class 
as  it  did  in  Germany  in  1933.  This  is  why 
the  struggle  against  fascism  cannot  be 
separated  from  the  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution.  To  crush  them  it  is  necessary 
to  mobilize  the  working  class  in  defense 
of  Muslims,  immigrants,  homosexuals 
and  all  the  designated  targets  of  the  fas- 
cist scum.  It  is  necessary  to  fight  to  over- 
throw capitalism — a perspective  rejected 
by  the  union  bureaucrats,  since  they  seek 
to  keep  the  unions  chained  to  the  capital- 
ist order. 

It  is  necessary  to  fight  against  lay- 
offs, which  threaten  workers  in  plants 
that  the  capitalists  are  relocating  as  they 
try  to  maximize  profits.  But  protection- 
ism means  seeking  agreement  with  the 
French  capitalists  to  keep  plants  located 
here,  against  the  workers  of  other  coun- 
tries. It  is  flatly  counterposed  to  a prole- 
tarian internationalist  program,  which  is 
based  on  a common  class  struggle  across 
national  borders  against  these  same  capi- 
talists, to  defend  and  extend  the  workers’ 
gains.  To  fight  against  the  bourgeoisie’s 
maneuvers  for  dividing  workers  along 
national  lines,  there  needs  to  be  struggle 
for  wage  increases,  including  at  subsid- 
iary companies  and  subcontractors  in 
other  countries.  We  must  fight  tooth  and 
nail  against  layoffs,  demanding  the  shar- 
ing of  work  between  all  hands,  with  the 
corresponding  reduction  in  working  hours 
without  loss  of  pay.  We  must  fight  for  all 
temporary  workers  and  those  on  short- 
term contracts  to  get  permanent  jobs. 
Equal  pay  for  equal  work! 

This  requires  struggle  for  industrial 
unions , which  bring  together  in  the  same 
fighting  organization  all  the  workers  at  a 
given  location — including  those  provided 
by  subcontractors — whether  it  is  a French 
or  foreign  company.  And  this  in  turn 
requires  a fight  for  a new  leadership  in  the 
unions,  a revolutionary  internationalist 
leadership  replacing  the  bureaucrats,  who 
are  content  with  the  division  of  unionized 


workers  among  several  competing  unions 
and  who  even  accept  the  low  level  of 
unionization  of  workers  since  the  bureau- 
crats’ apparatus  is  essentially  financed  by 
the  bosses  and  the  state. 

The  division  of  the  working  class  along 
national  lines,  accompanied  by  protec- 
tionism, goes  hand  in  hand  with  the  divi- 
sion of  the  workers  within  the  country 
along  ethnic,  racial  and  sexual  lines. 
Mdlenchon,  protectionism’s  clearest  advo- 
cate among  the  candidates  of  the  workers 
movement,  has  virtually  nothing  to  say 
against  the  government’s  racist  campaigns 
in  his  96-page  platform.  What  is  at  stake, 
however,  is  nothing  less  than  the  unity  of 
the  multiethnic  and  multiracial  proletariat 
of  this  country.  Full  citizenship  rights  for 
everyone  who  has  made  it  here!  Down 


with  the  deportations  of  undocumented 
immigrants!  The  workers  movement  must 
defend  ghetto  youth!  Down  with  the  racist 
campaign  against  veiled  women! 

No  Vote  to  LO! 

Nathalie  Arthaud,  Lutte  Ouvri£re’s  can- 
didate, presents  herself  as  the  only  “com- 
munist candidate.”  She  is  trying  to  take 
advantage  of  the  hesitancy  of  a significant 
number  of  PCF  members  about  voting  for 
Mdlenchon.  But  Arthaud’s  program  has 
nothing  to  do  with  communism.  Further- 
more, LO  has  always  been  in  favor  of  the 
EU  and  the  euro.  In  their  latest  conference 
document  ( Lutte  Ouvriire,  December 
2011-January  2012),  they  lament  that  in 
recent  times  “the  few  steps  forward  made 
by  the  bourgeoisie  to  overcome  national 
rivalries,  as  in  the  field  of  monetary  uni- 
fication, are  now  in  jeopardy.”  They  have 
always  celebrated  the  supposedly  "open 
borders”  created  by  the  Schengen  Treaty 
[which  ostensibly  allows  free  movement 
between  member  states  while  erecting  bar- 
riers against  non-European  immigrants]. 
Yet  at  any  given  time  an  estimated  100,000 
people  in  the  EU  are  in  jail  because  they 
lack  the  required  papers,  and  140,000  are 
deported  each  year.  And  about  15,000  peo- 


ple have  died  in  the  past  20  years  trying  to 
penetrate  this  racist  fortress. 

LO  claims  to  be  “communist”  but 
tramples  on  the  most  basic  principles  of 
the  class  struggle  by  refusing  to  show  the 
working  class  that  one  should  not  vote 
for  those  allied  with  the  bourgeois  class 
enemy.  LO  decided  at  its  recent  congress 
in  December  not  to  take  a position  on 
whether  to  oppose  Hollande  until  the 
evening  of  the  first  round  of  elections. 
LO’s  candidacy  is  therefore  a candidacy 
to  pressure  the  popular  front  so  that  it  will 
be  slightly  more  to  the  left  once  in  office. 
As  Nathalie  Arthaud’s  election  platform 
declared:  "Even  those  among  the  plebe- 
ian electorate  who,  out  of  disgust  with 
Sarkozy,  will  choose  to  vote  for  Hollande 
on  the  second  round  should  express  on 
the  first  round  the  fact  that  they  distrust 
him,  that  they  are  keeping  an  eye  on  him 
and  that,  even  with  the  left  in  power,  they 
will  impose  their  demands.”  No  vote  for 
Nathalie  Arthaud! 

LO  has  never  made  any  secret  of  the 
reformist  character  of  its  municipalism 
and  its  trade-union  work.  They  wrote  in 
Lutte  de  Classe  (February  2008):  “By 
definition,  municipal  activity  as  well  as 
trade-union  activity  cannot  be  revolution- 
ary; they  are  reformist.”  As  recently  as 
last  month,  Jean-Pierre  Mercier,  a spokes- 
man of  Nathalie  Arthaud  and  a member  of 
the  municipal  majority  running  Bagnolet 
[a  working-class  city  outside  Paris]  signed 
a special  statement  of  political  solidarity 
with  the  PCF  mayor,  Marc  Everbecq. 
Supposedly  describing  the  way  Everbecq 
has  been  ruling  the  city,  this  statement 
defended  “living  together  and  in  solidar- 
ity” as  well  as  the  mayor’s  “citizenship 
building.”  “Citizenship  building"  or  rac- 
ist demolition?  The  African  workers  who 
lived  in  a squat  that  was  demolished  on 
the  orders  of  the  mayor’s  office  with  a 
backhoe  two  years  ago  will  have  their  own 
opinion  about  that  (see  “Lutte  Ouvri£re’s 
Municipal  Antics,"  WV  No.  960,  4 June 
2010).  Voting  for  the  mayor’s  budget,  as 
Mercier  has  been  doing  for  years,  means 
paying  for  his  backhoe. 

LO  defends  its  municipal  reformism, 
arguing  that  this  is  a long  tradition  of  the 
labor  movement.  That  this  is  a tradition  of 
the  French  workers  movement  is  unfortu- 
nately true,  but  it  was  not  true  of  Lenin. 
He  fought  hard  in  1917  against  his  own 
comrades  who  wanted  to  continue  pre- 
cisely the  reformist  practice  of  the  Second 
International  in  managing  municipalities 
(See  “Marxist  Principles  and  Electoral 
Tactics,”  Spartacist  [English-language 
edition]  No.  61,  Spring  2009).  It  is  not 
by  accident  that  for  the  past  50  years  the 
French  Constitution  has  required  that 
candidates  for  the  highest  executive  post 
be  sponsored  by  a number  of  elected 
officials,  the  vast  majority  of  whom  are 
mayors  who,  on  a daily  basis,  exercise  just 
such  an  executive  mandate. 

At  bottom,  LO’s  election  program  boils 
down  to  wanting  to  “impose  on  the  bosses 
a ban  on  layoffs,”  to  “force  the  state  to 
hire”  and  to  “impose  workers  control  in 
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Marseille:  Cops  round  up  families  as  part  of  mass  expulsion  of  Gypsies  from 
France,  August  2011. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


AP 


Sydney,  Australia:  Cops  assault  dock  workers  on  picket  line  in  1998  during 
fight  against  Patrick  Stevedores  union-busting. 


New  Zealand... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Union  struggles  that  get  tied  up  in  court 
die  there. 

One  need  look  no  further  than  what 
happened  with  the  Australian  MUA’s  fight 
against  the  union-busting  Patrick  Steve- 
dores outfit  in  1998.  With  the  backing  of 
the  Liberal/National  Coalition  govern- 
ment, Patrick  sacked  its  entire  unionised 
workforce,  sparking  a massive  show  of 
union  power.  We  wrote  at  the  time  that 
a solid  nationwide  strike  shutting  down 
the  ports  was  necessary  (“Smash  Bosses’ 
Union-Busting  Offensive  in  Australia!" 
WV  No.  689,  24  April  1998).  But  the  union 
tops  demobilised  labour  action,  counter- 
posing  faith  in  the  courts  and  the  elec- 
tion of  a Labor  government.  The  Austra- 
lian High  Court  eventually  ruled  against 
Patrick’s  termination  of  the  whole  work- 
force. But  this  didn't  stop  Patrick  from 
getting  rid  of  hundreds  of  MUA  members 
and  blacklisting  others. 

New  Zealand  Labour  Party  leader  David 
Shearer  joined  the  March  10  rally  in  Auck- 
land, his  posture  as  a friend  of  the  wharf- 
ies  made  easier  by  the  fact  that  Labour  is 
currently  in  opposition.  There  should  be 
no  illusions  that  the  Labour  Party  repre- 
sents the  workers’  class  interests.  Labour 
is  a bourgeois  workers  party,  based  on 
trade  unions  but  with  a leadership  every 
bit  as  committed  to  preserving  production 
for  private  profit  as  the  National  Party,  the 
Greens  and  other  capitalist  parties.  When 
in  power.  Labour  directly  administers  the 
government  on  behalf  of  the  capitalist 
exploiters.  Class-conscious  workers  will 
not  forget  the  Lange  Labour  government 
and  its  Thatcher-like  Finance  Minister 
Roger  Douglas,  who  in  the  1980s  carried 
out  union-busting  privatisations  the  length 
and  breadth  of  the  country,  savagely 
destroying  jobs  and  living  conditions. 

In  Auckland,  MUNZ  leaders  have 
repeatedly  made  appeals  to  Labour  mayor 
Brown  and  turned  to  him  to  end  the  lock- 
out, with  Parsloe  declaring,  “Governance 
at  the  Ports  of  Auckland  is  out  of  control. 
It’s  time  for  the  mayor  and  council  to  step 
in  and  sack  this  board,  and  replace  them 
with  a group  who  are  willing  to  run  this 
important  asset  properly”  ( New  Zealand 
Herald,  22  March).  The  role  of  the  mayor 
and  other  Labour  Party  politicians  is  to 
subordinate  workers  to  the  capitalists 
and  their  state.  As  one  sign  carried  at  the 
March  10  MUNZ  rally  expressed:  “Len 
Brown  Is  a Scab.” 


industry  and  banking,”  along  with  wage 
increases  and  an  automatic  cost-of-living 
adjustment  for  inflation.  They  want  this  to 
be  “imposed  on  the  owners  and  the  rulers, 
whoever  they  may  be.”  The  problem  is 
that  imposing  on  the  capitalists  a "ban  on 
layoffs”  would  mean  forcing  them  to  stop 
running  their  economy  for  the  purpose  of 
making  profits — in  other  words,  making 
them  cease  being  themselves. 

LO  thinks  that  the  workers’  vital  needs 
can  be  “imposed. ..by  a collective  working- 
class  struggle  that  is  so  massive  and  so 
explosive  that  it  really  threatens  the  capi- 
talist class....  The  capitalist  class  will  not 
concede  anything  without  feeling  the 
anger  of  the  working  class  and  the  threat 
to  its  own  profits  and  wealth."  But  when 
such  an  explosive  struggle  occurs,  that’s 
when  serious  business  starts,  not  where  it 
ends:  Either  one  is  satisfied  with  having 
obtained  these  “basic  needs"  by  posing 
threats  or  one  goes  forward  to  overthrow 
capitalism.  LO  clearly  limits  itself  to  the 
former  perspective,  thereby  promising 
to  repeat  the  PCF’s  betrayals  in  the  June 
1936  and  May  1968  general  strikes,  when 
the  PCF  made  the  workers  return  to  work 
with  a few  economic  concessions  from 
the  bourgeoisie,  betraying  the  possibili- 
ties for  socialist  revolution.  As  always  in 
such  cases,  the  concessions  achieved  were 
immediately  undermined  by  the  capital- 
ists, who  are  only  satisfied  when  gains  are 
emptied  of  their  content. 

Likewise,  “workers  control  of  industry 
and  banking”  can  only  be  a phase  in  the 
workers’  struggle  to  impose  their  own 


However  much  the  trade-union  bureau- 
crats might  pretend  that  “Ports  of  Auck- 
land belongs  to  the  people  of  Auckland 
and  should  remain  a public  asset  that  ben- 
efits all  of  us,"  the  reality  is  that  POAL 
is  a for-profit  company  owned  by  the 
Auckland  Council  and  managed  "at  arm’s 
length."  Overseen  by  Brown,  the  council, 
a local  capitalist  government,  takes  no 
second  seat  to  any  private  facility  in  its 
rapacity.  Having  raked  in  almost  $25  mil- 
lion in  after-tax  profit  from  the  port  last 
year,  the  council  has  projected  doubling 
POAL’s  current  return  on  equity  from 
around  6 percent  to  12  percent  in  the  next 
five  years.  To  achieve  this  largesse.  POAL 
aims  to  savagely  increase  the  exploitation 
of  all  port  workers. 

Workers  of  the  World,  Unite! 

MUNZ  has  received  statements  of  sup- 
port from  unions  around  the  world,  and 
more  than  100  MUA  and  other  unionists 
have  rallied  outside  the  New  Zealand 
Consulate  in  Sydney  in  solidarity  with 
the  Auckland  port  workers.  But  what  is 
crucial  is  international  solidarity  action — 
particularly  refusal  to  handle  scab  cargo. 
Giving  a taste  of  such  solidarity,  workers 
organised  by  the  MUA  in  Sydney  refused 
to  unload  the  Maersk  Brani  container 
ship,  which  had  been  loaded  by  scab 
labour  in  Auckland,  for  48  hours. 

The  working-class  internationalism 
required  to  maintain  determined  solidar- 
ity actions  overseas  is  undermined  by  the 
flag-waving  patriotism  symbolised  by 
the  New  Zealand,  Australian  and  U.S. 
flags  carried  at  the  March  10  rally.  Such 
flag-waving  imbibes  the  lie  that  workers 
have  common  interests  with  their  “own” 
bourgeoisie.  And  in  this  case,  the  flags 
called  to  mind  the  ANZUS  alliance  under 
which  the  U.S.  and  Australian  militaries 
slaughtered  millions  of  workers  and  peas- 
ants in  counterrevolutionary  wars  from 
Korea  to  Vietnam.  In  his  speech  at  the 
rally,  the  MUA  representative  condemned 
outsourcing  to  "low-wage  countries."  This 
is  protectionist  poison — a call  for  work- 
ers to  adopt  the  interests  of  capitalists  at 
home  against  their  overseas  competitors, 
specifically  those  of  Pacific  Rim  coun- 
tries with  non-white  populations. 

Workers  in  Australia  and  New  Zea- 
land do  have  an  internationalist  labour 
tradition.  Following  World  War  II,  as 
Dutch  and  Allied  imperialists  sought  to 
move  troops  and  supplies  into  Indone- 
sia to  shore  up  colonial  control,  Austra- 
lian and  New  Zealand  waterfront  work- 
ers, alongside  Indonesian,  Chinese  and 


organs  of  power,  at  the  factory  level  and  at 
the  level  of  society  as  a whole,  and  to  liq- 
uidate capitalist  property  for  good.  If  such 
a perspective  is  not  posed  from  a revolu- 
tionary standpoint,  which  LO  does  not  do, 
it  simply  amounts  to  joint  management,  in 
which  the  union  bureaucrats  participate  in 
decisions  by  the  shareholders  on  how  to 
increase  the  rate  of  profit  on  their  invest- 
ment. In  this  period  of  sharp  capitalist 
crisis,  it  also  means  jointly  overseeing 
layoffs  and  plant  closings.  The  following 
words  by  Trotsky  in  the  Transitional  Pro- 
gram (1938)  directly  apply  to  LO: 

"Classical  Social  Democracy,  function- 
ing in  an  epoch  of  progressive  capi- 
talism, divided  its  program  into  two 
parts  independent  of  each  other:  the  min- 
imum program  which  limited  itself  to 
reforms  within  the  framework  of  bour- 
geois society,  and  the  maximum  program 
which  promised  substitution  of  socialism 
for  capitalism  in  the  indefinite  future. 
Between  the  minimum  and  the  maxi- 
mum program  no  bridge  existed.  And 
indeed  Social  Democracy  has  no  need  of 
such  a bridge,  since  the  word  socialism  is 
used  only  for  holiday  speechifying  ... 
Insofar  as  the  old,  partial,  ‘minimal’ 
demands  of  the  masses  clash  with  the 
destructive  and  degrading  tendencies  of 
decadent  capitalism — and  this  occurs  at 
each  step — the  Fourth  International 
advances  a system  of  transitional  de- 
mands. the  essence  of  which  is  contained 
in  the  fact  that  ever  more  openly  and 
decisively  they  will  be  directed  against 
the  very  bases  of  the  bourgeois  regime. 
The  old  'minimal  program'  is  super- 
seded by  the  transitional  program,  the 
task  of  which  lies  in  systematic  mobili- 
zation of  the  masses  for  the  proletarian 
revolution.” 


Indian  unionists,  conducted  “black  bans” 
of  Dutch  shipping — a boycott  known  as 
the  Black  Armada — in  support  of  the 
renewed  Indonesian  independence  strug- 
gle. The  maritime  unions  several  times 
slapped  bans  on  shipping  war  materiel 
intended  for  use  against  the  Vietnamese 
Revolution,  and  in  1996  the  MUA  launched 
bans  against  Indonesian  shipping  in  pro- 
test against  the  Suharto  regime’s  arrests 
of  union  activists  there. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Workers  Party! 

In  recent  decades,  the  New  Zealand 
working  class,  its  organisations  and  allies 
have  been  weakened  by  relentless  attacks 
carried  out  by  the  capitalist  rulers,  includ- 
ing under  Labour.  Now  with  POAL  tar- 
geting MUNZ,  the  bosses  throughout  the 
country  smell  blood,  aiming  to  escalate 
attacks  against  the  proletariat  and  the 
oppressed  as  they  drive  to  remove  any 
obstacle  to  their  unbridled  pursuit  of  profit. 

To  transform  the  unions  into  instruments 
of  class  struggle  on  behalf  of  workers 
and  all  the  victims  of  the  capitalist  rulers 
requires  a leadership  that  begins  from  the 
understanding  that  the  interests  of  labour 
and  capital  are  irreconcilably  counter- 
posed.  Such  a leadership  would  oppose 
union-busting  privatisations  and  fight  for 
complete  independence  from  the  capital- 
ist state  and  against  illusions  in  arbitration. 

A fighting  labour  movement  could 
attract  allies  amongst  broad  sections  of 
the  population.  Already  on  hearing  of 


The  workers  movement  has  been  be- 
set by  demoralization  for  the  last  20 
years,  since  the  counterrevolution  in  the 
Soviet  Union  and  the  so-called  “death  of 
communism.”  This  demoralization  only 
sharpens  the  contradiction  between  the 
objective  tasks  facing  the  proletariat  and 
its  low  level  of  consciousness.  But  that 
does  not  change  the  fact  that  the  only  way 
to  resolve  this  contradiction  is  to  fight  for 
a revolutionary  working-class  party.  In 
the  course  of  the  class  struggle,  the  work- 
ing class  acquires  socialist  consciousness 
not  spontaneously  (as  LO  preaches  in  its 
holiday  speechifying)  but  through  the 
intervention  of  a Leninist  party. 

In  these  elections  there  is  no  choice  for 
the  working  people.  No  candidate  pres- 
ents— even  on  the  first  round,  even  in 
the  crudest  way — a line  of  class  indepen- 
dence against  Hollande  and  Sarkozy,  the 
two  main  candidates  whom  the  bourgeoi- 
sie is  considering  for  leadership  of  French 
imperialism  in  the  period  ahead.  Whoever 
is  elected,  the  working  class  confronts  a 
strengthening  of  the  capitalist  offensive 
against  its  gains.  The  workers  will  be  all 
the  better  prepared  for  that  confrontation 
if  they  refuse  to  heed  the  siren  song  of 
the  popular  front  or  vote  for  it.  Above  all, 
the  working  class  needs  a new  leader- 
ship, a revolutionary  leadership.  We  are 
fighting  to  build  the  Leninist  party  that 
will  one  day  lead  the  workers  to  the  vic- 
torious overthrow  of  capitalism.  Reforge 
the  Fourth  International,  world  party  of 
socialist  revolution!  For  the  Socialist 
United  States  of  Europe!  ■ 


POAL’s  lockout,  300  students  rallied  in 
Auckland  in  support  of  the  wharfies,  with 
60  joining  the  workers’  picket  line.  In 
fighting  unemployment  and  poverty  and 
championing  struggles  against  discrimi- 
nation, the  unions  would  draw  support 
from  youth,  women  and  other  oppressed 
sectors.  No  less  important  is  the  fight  for 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants, 
particularly  those  from  Asian  and  Pacific 
Island  countries  who  are  subjected  to  rac- 
ist victimisation. 

With  its  significant  Maori  member- 
ship, the  MUNZ  bridges  a key  fault  line 
in  New  Zealand  society.  Like  Australia, 
the  history  of  New  Zealand  is  marked 
by  deep-going  xenophobia  and  racism. 
However,  unlike  Australia,  where  the 
Aboriginal  population  suffered  near- 
genocide  through  European  settlement. 
New  Zealand  was  officially  founded  on 
the  1840  Treaty  of  Waitangi  signed  by  the 
British  Crown  and  Maori  chiefs,  although 
Maori  land  was  later  stolen  through  the 
Maori  Wars.  Today,  almost  15  percent 
of  the  population  are  Maori.  They  suffer 
a special  oppression  reflected  in  almost 
every  aspect  of  society,  including  highly 
disproportionate  levels  of  unemployment, 
homelessness  and  poverty,  and  are  tar- 
geted for  racist  state  abuse  and  terror. 
Nevertheless,  similar  to  black  people  in 
the  U.S.,  Maori  form  a critical  component 
of  the  New  Zealand  proletariat.  A key  to 
the  struggle  to  overthrow  New  Zealand 
capitalist  rule  will  be  the  fight  for  full 
equality  and  justice  for  Maori  people, 
including  restoring  stolen  land.  Future 
Maori  communist  leaders  will  be  in  the 
forefront  of  the  revolutionary  struggle. 

The  New  Zealand  proletariat  needs 
a multiracial  revolutionary  party.  Such 
a party  will  be  built  through  a political 
struggle  to  split  the  working-class  base 
of  the  Labour  Party  away  from  the  pro- 
capitalist tops.  Under  the  red  banner  of 
communist  internationalism,  such  a party 
will  unleash  the  power  of  the  proletariat 
leading  behind  it  all  the  diverse  sectors 
and  layers  of  society  devastated  by  capi- 
talism in  the  struggle  to  expropriate  the 
profit-gouging  rulers  in  a thoroughgoing 
socialist  revolution.  Those  who  labour 
must  rule!  ■ 
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New  Zealand:  Auckland  Port  Bosses 
Wage  War  on  Union  Dock  Workers 


TO 


NO 


L 


CONTRACTING 


> 


TOOT 


OUT 


MM 


U+rAane  Unton 


4 


UP  PORT 


The  following  article  was  written  by 
the  Spartacist  League  of  Australia. 
MARCH  26 — For  more  than  six  months. 
Maritime  Union  of  New  Zealand  (MUNZ) 
Local  13  has  been  engaged  in  a battle 
with  the  union-busting  Ports  of  Auckland 
Limited  (POAL),  which  is  dead  set  on 
casualising  the  workforce  on  the  docks 
of  New  Zealand's  largest  container  port. 
This  showdown  is  part  of  an  offensive  by 
shipping  bosses  and  capitalist  govern- 
ments worldwide  to  break  dockers  unions. 
Ripple  effects  from  the  outcome  are  sure 
to  be  felt  all  around  this  island  nation, 
which  is  highly  dependent  on  shipping, 
across  the  Tasman  Sea  in  Australia  and 
beyond.  At  stake  is  the  very  existence 
of  MUNZ — historically  one  of  the  most 
powerful  and  militant  unions  in  New 
Zealand,  with  a membership  that  includes 
a sizable  number  of  Maori,  the  brutally 
oppressed  indigenous  population. 

Auckland  port  bosses  have  decreed  that 
if  workers  want  to  keep  their  jobs  they 
must  accept  an  end  to  regular  shifts  and 
concede  complete  flexibility  in  rostering 
(scheduling).  In  response  to  a raft  of  such 
ultimatums  issued  by  POAL  especially 
since  the  expiration  of  the  Local  13  col- 
lective agreement  in  September,  the  union 
called  a series  of  short  strikes.  Fed  up 
with  management's  intransigence,  MUNZ 
workers  downed  tools  on  February  24 
for  three  weeks  and  began  to  picket  the 
port.  Port  traffic  dried  up  to  a trickle.  On 
March  7,  the  port  declared  that  292  work- 
ers, including  235  striking  MUNZ  mem- 
bers, would  be  sacked  and  their  jobs  out- 
sourced to  three  stevedoring  companies. 
In  response,  unionists  and  others  across 
the  country  and  internationally — them- 
selves suffering  the  ravages  of  the  capi- 
talist economic  crisis — have  rallied  to  the 
defence  of  the  embattled  MUNZ  workers. 

A March  10  rally  in  Auckland  organised 
by  MUNZ  and  the  New  Zealand  Council 
of  Trade  Unions  (NZCTU)  drew  thou- 
sands of  dockworkers  and  their  backers, 
including  dockers  from  Lyttelton  and  Wel- 
lington, as  well  as  nurses,  firefighters  and 
manufacturing  workers.  A contingent  was 
fielded  by  the  Meat  Workers  Union,  which 
is  itself  fighting  a union-busting  drive  by 
beef  and  lamb  processor  AFFCO.  Joining 
the  rally  from  overseas  were  a Maritime 
Union  of  Australia  (MUA)  contingent, 
Australian  Electrical  Trades  Union  work- 
ers and  members  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU) 
in  the  U.S.  Spartacist  League  of  Australia 
supporters  in  attendance  reported  a palpa- 
ble desire  among  workers  at  the  demo  and 
on  the  picket  line  to  strike  back  against 
these  anti-union  attacks.  In  the  middle  of 


Sherring/New  Zealand  Herald 

Auckland,  March  10:  Some  2,000  people  marched  in  support  of  striking  dock  workers,  shown  in  inset  at  port  picket. 


No  Reliance  on  the  Capitalist  Courts! 
For  International  Labor  Solidarity  Action! 


the  rally,  there  was  great  applause  after 
50  Maori  union  militants  spanning  gen- 
erations commenced  a haka — a traditional 
war  dance  meant  to  overawe  and  terrify 
the  foe. 

Amid  the  outpouring  of  support  for 
Local  13  wharfies  (longshoremen),  on 
March  21  POAL  agreed  to  temporarily 
halt  contracting  out  jobs  for  four  weeks 
and  resume  negotiations  with  MUNZ. 
But  this  was  a ruse.  The  very  next  day,  as 
MUNZ  members  were  preparing  to  return 
to  work,  a POAL  statement  declared  that 
the  port  would  continue  to  employ  con- 
tract stevedores — i.e.,  scabs — for  the  next 
two  weeks.  POAL’s  plan  is  to  then  indefi- 
nitely lock  out  the  workforce  with,  in  the 
words  of  POAL  chairman  Richard  Pear- 
son, the  aim  of  “maintaining  an  existing 
right  to  move  to  a competitive  stevedoring 
system.’’  This  provocation  was  followed 
on  March  23  by  Pearson’s  violence-baiting 
picketers  for  “intimidation  and  threats  of 
physical  violence”  against  the  scabs  who 
are  doing  his  dirty  work. 

If  the  POAL  bosses  get  their  way,  con- 
ditions at  the  Auckland  port  will  match 
those  at  the  notoriously  hazardous,  pri- 
vately owned  Port  of  Tauranga,  a POAL 
rival  located  at  Mount  Maunganui  on  the 
east  coast  of  New  Zealand’s  North  Island. 
Management  at  Tauranga  has  succeeded 
in  fragmenting  the  workforce  into  com- 
peting units  employed  by  several  steve- 
doring companies.  Two  of  these  outfits 
set  up  company  unions  to  better  control 
workers  and  keep  out  MUNZ  and  the  Rail 
and  Maritime  Transport  Union  (RMTU). 
Workers  at  the  different  companies  are 
played  off  against  one  another,  driving 
down  wages  far  below  Auckland  levels. 


Work  is  heavily  casualised,  with  high 
turnover,  and  already  dangerous  working 
conditions  are  getting  worse.  In  less  than 
two  years,  three  workers  have  been  killed 
on  the  job.  Workers  say  they  hold  back 
from  reporting  frequent  accidents  and 
injuries  for  fear  of  being  blacklisted. 

This  union-busting  assault  can  be 
turned  back.  The  strength  of  the  prole- 
tariat lies  in  its  numbers,  organisation, 
discipline  and,  above  all,  in  the  fact  that 
through  its  labour  it  uniquely  makes  the 
wheels  of  profit  turn  in  capitalist  soci- 
ety. The  union  has  found  plenty  of  allies, 
both  domestically  and  internationally. 
But  union  power  has  been  kept  in  check 
by  a Labour  Party-loyal  leadership  whose 
overwhelming  fealty  is  to  New  Zealand 
capitalism.  POAL  is  owned  by  Auckland 
Council  Investments  Limited,  the  invest- 
ment arm  of  the  city  council,  which  in  turn 
is  presided  over  by  Labour  Party  mayor 
Len  Brown. 

A February  3 MUNZ  and  NZCTU 
“Port  of  Auckland  Dispute  Fact  Sheet" 
declares  that  "union  members  are  com- 
mitted to  the  success  of  the  company,  and 
to  building  on  the  performance  improve- 
ments already  achieved."  Such  class- 
collaborationist  rot  pushes  the  lie  that 
there  can  be  a partnership  between  the 
exploited  and  their  exploiters.  In  negotia- 
tions, the  union  has  agreed  to  givebacks 
amid  the  port's  drive  for  more  “flexibil- 
ity.” Even  under  the  previous  agreement, 
20  percent  of  workers  are  casual,  with 
no  guarantee  of  work,  while  27  percent 
can  count  on  only  24  hours  a week  and 
the  entire  workforce  can  be  rostered  to 
work  any  shift,  night  and  day,  seven  days 
a week.  Predictably.  POAL’s  response  to 


the  givebacks  and  the  grovelling  has  been 
to  demand  more  of  the  same. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  a class-struggle 
fight,  up  to  and  including  a national  port 
strike.  In  response  to  the  bosses’  divide  - 
and-rule  schemes,  there  needs  to  be  a 
struggle  to  organise  the  unorganised — 
beginning  with  Tauranga — and  fight 
for  uniform  wages  and  conditions  at  the 
highest  level  on  an  industry-wide  basis. 
Victory  to  the  Auckland  dockworkers! 

No  Reliance  on  the 
Capitalist  Courts! 

Dockworkers  elsewhere  in  New  Zea- 
land have  been  eager  to  aid  their  class 
brothers  and  sisters  in  Auckland.  Union 
workers  at  Wellington  and  RMTU  mem- 
bers at  Tauranga  refused  to  handle  ships 
loaded  by  scabs  in  Auckland  until  they 
were  ordered  to  do  so  by  New  Zea- 
land’s Employment  Court.  Similarly, 
port  workers  at  Lyttelton  announced  that 
they  would  not  service  a scab-loaded 
ship.  But  while  that  ship  was  at  sea,  the 
court  at  Christchurch  ruled  that  it  must 
be  worked  as  usual,  and  it  was  unloaded 
when  it  called.  In  each  case,  the  union 
tops  bowed  to  injunctions  issued  by  the 
bosses'  courts.  Meanwhile,  MUNZ  presi- 
dent Garry  Parsloe  has  treacherously 
sown  illusions  in  the  very  same  Employ- 
ment Court  as  a tool  in  the  union's  fight 
against  POAL. 

Any  reliance  on  the  capitalist  courts 
can  only  disarm  and  derail  workers  strug- 
gle. The  courts,  including  the  arbitration 
courts,  and  cops  are  core  components 
of  the  capitalist  state,  which  exists  to 
defend  the  interests  of  the  class  enemy. 

continued  on  page  11 
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U.S.  Imperialists  Hands  Off  the  World! 


Down  With 
Starvation  Sanctions 


Left:  Addressing  the  American  Israel  Public  Affairs  Committee,  Obama  pushes  sanctions,  keeps  open  possibility  of  military  attack  against  Iran,  March  4. 
Right:  Uranium  enrichment  control  room  at  Natanz  nuclear  facility  in  central  Iran. 


APRIL  9 — Further  ratcheting  up  imperi- 
alist pressures  against  Iran,  the  U.S.  and 
its  European  Union  allies  are  preparing 
to  issue  an  ultimatum  that  Tehran  im- 
mediately close  the  recently  completed 
Fordo  nuclear  facility,  which  is  deep 
underground,  and  stop  further  enrichment 
of  uranium.  The  demands  of  the  Western 
powers,  which  claim  that  Iran  is  a few 
steps  from  developing  weapons-grade  ura- 
nium, are  to  be  delivered  at  a meeting 
scheduled  to  begin  later  this  week  in  Istan- 
bul. As  reported  in  the  New  York  Times 
(7  April),  President  Obama  calls  this 
“Iran’s  Mast  chance’  to  resolve  its  nuclear 
confrontation  with  the  United  Nations  and 
the  West  diplomatically.”  Obama  had 
already  invoked  the  prospect  of  war  to  get 
Iran  to  bow  to  the  imperialist  diktat.  He 
has  declared  that  “all  options  are  on  the 
table"  and  assured  Israeli  prime  minister 
Benjamin  Netanyahu,  who  has  repeatedly 
threatened  air  strikes,  that  the  U.S.  “has 
Israel’s  back.” 

The  main  weapon  the  imperialists  have 
been  wielding  against  Iran  is  an  economic 


siege,  which  they  have  recently  intensi- 
fied. Beginning  in  November,  the  U.S., 
in  coordination  with  Britain  and  Canada, 
moved  to  implement  a virtual  interna- 
tional financial  quarantine  of  Iran.  Last 
month,  all  businesses  and  banks  in  Iran 
were  barred  from  accessing  the  system  that 
arranges  international  money  transfers. 
The  embargo  includes  the  central  bank, 
which  handles  the  export  of  crude  oil.  As 
a result  of  economic  sanctions,  the  value 
of  Iran’s  currency,  the  rial,  has  dropped 
sharply  and  inflation  is  skyrocketing,  led 
by  soaring  food  and  gas  prices.  With  unem- 
ployment shooting  steadily  upward,  Hyun- 
dai Motors  has  closed  down  its  factory  in 
Iran  for  fear  of  being  penalized  under  the 
sanctions.  Some  essential  household  goods 
are  impossible  to  obtain.  The  austerity  is 
exacerbated  by  Tehran’s  ban  on  hundreds 
of  imported  items,  an  effort  intended  to 
stem  the  decline  of  its  currency. 

The  latest  sanctions  are  aimed  to 
strike  at  the  heart  of  Iran’s  economy:  its 
oil  exports.  The  European  Union,  whose 
member  states  currently  buy  20  percent 


of  Iran’s  oil,  plans  to  initiate  a ban  on  all 
Iranian  oil  imports  in  July.  The  U.S.  sanc- 
tions include  measures  to  penalize  coun- 
tries that  import  Iranian  oil  and  any  bank 
handling  payment  for  such  sales  can  be 
denied  access  to  the  U.S.  financial  sys- 
tem. Under  pressure  from  Washington, 
Turkey  has  declared  that  it  will  slash  its 
purchases  of  Iranian  oil  by  20  percent. 
Other  big  buyers,  including  Japan,  South 
Africa  and  India,  have  also  indicated  that 
they  will  reduce  their  orders,  while  China 
too  has  been  buying  less.  To  make  up  for 
the  shortfall,  the  Saudis  have  promised  to 
increase  oil  production  to  a 30-year  high. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  sanctions  and 
military  threats  is  to  stop  Iran’s  purported 
program  to  develop  nuclear  weapons — an 
effort  the  Iranian  government  has  always 
denied  and  for  which  even  pro-imperialist 
analysts  and  U.S.  intelligence  agencies 
admit  there  is  no  evidence.  It  is  the  height 
of  arrogance  and  hypocrisy  for  the  U.S. 
rulers,  echoed  by  imperialist  Britain  and 
France  as  well  as  Israel,  to  declaim  that 
Iran  has  “no  right”  to  pursue  the  develop- 


“Separate  but  Equal”  Poison 


The  Rehabilitation  of 
Booker  T.  Washington 

See  page  4 


ment  of  nuclear  weapons.  The  U.S.  spends 
more  on  its  military  than  the  next  14  larg- 
est military  spenders  combined  and  pos- 
sesses by  far  the  world’s  greatest  supply 
of  nukes  as  well  as  massive  stores  of 
highly  enriched  uranium.  It  stands  alone 
in  having  used  atomic  weapons,  incinerat- 
ing some  200,000  Japanese  civilians  in 
the  A-bombing  of  Hiroshima  and  Naga- 
saki in  1945  at  the  end  of  World  War  II. 
The  purpose  of  that  massacre  was  to  send 
a message  to  the  Soviet  Union  that  U.S. 
imperialism  meant  to  reign  supreme. 

There  are  clear  indications  that  Iran  has 
no  plans  to  build  an  atomic  bomb,  as  its 
government  has  repeatedly  said.  It  should 
be  noted  that  the  20  percent  uranium 
enrichment  level  cited  by  the  imperialists 
as  approaching  the  level  that  can  be  used 
in  weapons  is  the  same  needed  for  medi- 
cal isotopes  for  cancer  treatment.  In  2007, 
the  International  Atomic  Energy  Author- 
ity (IAEA)  conceded  that  Iran  had  dis- 
mantled efforts  to  build  an  atomic  bomb 
four  years  earlier.  However,  last  November 
the  IAEA  released  a report  darkly  hint- 
ing at  “indications"  that  "some  activities" 
related  to  nuclear  weapons  may  have  con- 
tinued after  2003  and  "may  still  be  ongo- 
ing." The  facade  of  neutrality  upheld  by 
the  IAEA,  a body  of  the  United  Nations, 
was  exposed  by  a cable  released  by 
WikiLeaks  in  which  the  agency’s  director 
general,  Yukiya  Amano.  was  described  by 
an  American  official  as  "solidly  in  the  US 
court  on  every  key  strategic  decision,  from 
high-level  personnel  appointments  to  the 
handling  of  Iran’s  alleged  nuclear  weapons 
program”  (London  Guardian,  23  March). 

The  fact  that  Iran  does  not  have  nukes 
continued  on  page  10 


Drop  All  Charges  Against  Carlos  Montes! 


Los  Angeles, 
May  2011: 
Carlos  Montes 
(left)  at  rally 
three  days 
after  FBI/L.A. 
Sheriff’s 
Department 
SWAT  team 
raid  on  his 
home. 


We  print  below  a speech  by  Diana 
Coleman  at  a March  27  protest  in  defense 
of  Carlos  Montes  called  by  the  L.  A.  Com- 
mittee to  Stop  FBI  Repression,  which  was 
held  outside  the  Los  Angeles  Superior 
Courts  Building.  The  protest  was  attended 
by  FRSO  supporters  and  other  leftists, 
including  former  SDS  organizer  Eric 
Gardner.  In  her  remarks,  comrade  Cole- 
man refers  to  a 2008  rally  where  Gard- 
ner argued  the  importance  of  “holding 
the  Obama  administration  to  their  anti- 
war promises”  (see  “UCLA  SDS  Hitches 
Skateboard  to  Obama  Bandwagon,”  WV 
No.  927,  2 January  2009).  The  FRSO. 
for  its  part,  claimed  that  Obama’s  victory 
was  "stunning"  and  represented  “a  blow 
against  racism.”  As  we  have  repeatedly 
noted,  Barack  Obama,  as  head  of  U.S. 
imperialism,  has  simply  carried  out  the 
pledge  he  made  as  a candidate:  to  uphold 
the  interests  of  the  racist  capitalist  ruling 
class  against  workers  and  the  oppressed  at 
home  and  abroad,  not  least  by  extending 
the  reach  of  the  rulers’  “war  on  terror.” 

* * * 

On  behalf  of  the  Spartacist  League 
and  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  we 
have  come  to  these  hearings  to  defend 
Carlos  Montes  against  the  government/ 
FBI  witchhunt  and  to  demand  that  all 


On  March  27,  a Los  Angeles  judge 
dismissed  two  out  of  six  felony  charges 
against  Chicano  activist  Carlos  Montes, 
who  is  a supporter  of  the  reformist  Free- 
dom Road  Socialist  Organization  (FRSO) 
and  writes  for  its  newspaper.  Fight  Back ! 
Montes  is  a victim  of  an  FBI  frame-up  of 
24  leftists,  antiwar  organizers  and  union 
activists.  Beginning  in  September  2010, 
the  FBI  raided  their  homes  and  offices, 
mainly  in  the  Midwest.  The  Feds  inves- 
tigated them  for  “material  support  to  ter- 
rorism” due  to  their  activities  in  solidarity 
with  the  oppressed  in  Latin  America  and 
the  Near  East  and  for  helping  to  organize 
protests  against  the  2008  Republican 
National  Convention  (see  "Protest  FBI 
Raids  on  Leftists,  Union  Activists!”  WV 
No.  966,  8 October  2010). 

On  17  May  2011,  the  FBI  and  a Los 
Angeles  Sheriff’s  SWAT  team  broke 
down  Montes’  door  and  ransacked  his 
home,  seizing  his  notes  and  papers.  Using 
reactionary  gun  control  laws,  the  agents 
arrested  Montes  on  bogus  charges  of  vio- 
lating a firearms  code,  falsely  alleging  he 
had  a felony  on  his  record  and  therefore 
cannot  own  a gun.  This  claim  originates 
from  a 1969  student  strike  for  black,  Chi- 


cano and  women’s  studies  at  East  L.  A.  Col- 
lege in  which  protesters  were  beaten  and 
arrested  by  police.  On  his  way  home,  Mon- 
tes was  arrested  and  accused  of  assaulting 
a sheriff’s  deputy — with  an  empty  soda 
can!  However,  as  the  Committee  to  Stop 
FBI  Repression  points  out,  "according  to 
a recent  court  document,  this  charge  was 
sentenced  as  a misdemeanor.  The  prosecu- 
tion is  basing  its  case  on  this  42-year-old 
misdemeanor,  disguising  it  as  a bogus  fel- 
ony” (fightbacknews.org,  25  March). 


The  Leninist  Press  and 
Revolutionary  Continuity 

For  the  1,000th  issue  of  Workers  Van- 
guard. we  print  below  excerpts  from  a 1958 
speech  by  James  P.  Cannon,  historic  leader 
of  American  Trotskyism,  on  the  role  of  the 
Leninist  press  in  propagating  revolution- 
ary Marxism  and  cohering  the  cadres  of  the 
proletarian  vanguard.  Delivered  on  the  30th 
anniversary  of  the  founding  of  the  Militant. 
newspaper  of  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  LENIN 

(SWP),  Cannon's  talk  also  marked  the  anni- 
versary of  the  1917  October  Revolution  in  Russia.  In  the  early  1960s,  the  Revolution- 
ary Tendency,  forerunner  of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.,  was  formed  inside  the  SWP  to 
fight  against  the  party  majority's  increasing  abandonment  of  the  Trotskyist  program. 
The  SL,  founded  in  1966,  began  publishing  WV  five  years  later.  We  salute  the  dedica- 
tion of  comrades  who  have  helped  produce  and  distribute  our  press  over  the  decades 
and  go  forward  in  the  fight  for  new  October  Revolutions. 


TROTSKY 


charges  be  dropped!  This  case,  along  with 
the  raids  and  grand  jury  subpoenas  in  the 
Midwest  against  Freedom  Road  Social- 
ist Organization  and  others,  is  part  of  the 
Obama  administration’s  war  on  civil  lib- 
erties. This  is  a blatant  political  frame-up 
targeting  Montes  because  of  his  40-plus 
years  of  leftist  political  activism  and  his 
work  with  Freedom  Road. 

In  vastly  expanding  the  state’s  repressive 
powers  in  the  name  of  the  "war  on  terror.” 
the  capitalist  government  has  slashed  the 
fundamental  rights  of  association  and 
speech.  The  Obama  administration  has 
one-upped  the  Bush  regime  in  its  war  on 
civil  liberties,  deported  more  immigrants 
than  Bush  ever  did,  and  has  continued 
U.S.  imperialism’s  wars  abroad  with  a ven- 
geance. During  the  2008  elections  liberals 
and  reformist  leftists  including  Freedom 
Road  pushed  the  dangerous  illusion  that 
Obama  would  reverse  the  worst  policies  of 
George  Bush.  I remember  Eric  here,  who  is 
nicely  holding  the  megaphone,  arguing  this 
line  at  a UCLA  SDS  rally.  We  Marxists 
of  the  SL  say  no!  Democrats,  no  less  than 
Republicans,  are  the  enemies  of  working 
people. 

What  is  needed  is  a class-struggle  de- 
fense which  looks  to  the  power  of  the 
multiracial  working  class,  which  is  the 
ultimate  target  of  the  “anti-terror”  witch- 
hunt and  which  alone  has  the  social 
power  and  interest  in  smashing  capital- 
ist rule  and  replacing  it  with  a workers 
state.  Any  illusions  in  the  neutrality  of 
the  state  or  the  courts  undermine  a seri- 
ous defense.  The  courts,  prisons  and 
police  exist  to  maintain  through  organ- 
ized violence  the  rule  of  the  capitalist 
class  over  the  workers  and  oppressed.  But 
ultimately  what  the  racist  capitalist  rul- 
ers can  get  away  with  is  determined  by 
the  level  of  class  struggle.  And  there  will 
be  no  real  justice  until  the  imperialist 
exploiters  are  swept  away  through  social- 
ist revolution.  Drop  all  charges  against 
Carlos  Montes!  An  injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all!  ■ 


We  did  not  pretend,  when  we  started  The  Militant , that  we  were  producing  a great 
mass  paper,  simplifying  everything  to  the  lowest  common  denominator.  On  the  con- 
trary, our  paper  was  devoted  to  the  education  and  reeducation  of  the  vanguard  militants 
of  the  Communist  movement.  It  was  primarily  a cadre  paper,  the  educator  and  guide 
of  the  cadres.  The  people  who  hold  the  party  together  and  keep  it  going  in  all  kinds  of 
weather.  The  people  who  never  quit,  who  never  float  down  the  stream  like  dead  fish, 
but  swim  against  the  current  no  matter  how  rough  it  may  be.  That  is  the  meaning  of 
“militant,"  and  that  was  the  meaning  of  the  paper  we  started  to  represent  such  people. 

We  had  learned  a good  deal  by  then,  although  we  have  learned  a great  deal  more 
since,  and  were  applying  something  from  Lenin’s  program  for  Iskra.  Many  of  you  have 
read  in  his  great  pamphlet.  What  Is  To  Be  Done?,  what  he  considered  to  be  the  role  of 
a national  paper.  As  Lenin  conceived  it,  the  role  of  a revolutionary  paper  is  to  function 
not  merely  as  an  agitator  dealing  with  protest  issues,  not  merely  as  a propagandist  con- 
cerned with  educating  people  and  dealing  with  questions  of  theory  and  politics,  but  as 
the  best  organizer  of  the  party.... 

Old  Frederick  Engels,  in  the  hard  and  bitter  time  of  the  movement  of  his  day,  wrote 
to  an  old  comrade,  an  old  guard  of  the  Communist  League,  referring  to  the  difficulties 
and  troubles  they  were  in  and  to  the  good  comrades  who  had  fallen  by  the  wayside. 
And  the  old  comrade  asked,  “What  shall  we  do?"  And  Engels  answered,  "What  can  we 
do?  We  stand  in  the  breach.  That’s  what  we  are  here  for." 

— James  P.  Cannon,  “Revolutionary  Journalism,”  November  1958, 
reprinted  in  Speeches  for  Socialism  (Pathfinder,  1971) 
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Order  from/pay  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co 
Box  1377  GPO.  New  York,  NY  10116 
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Egypt  and  the  Struggle  for 
Women’s  Liberation 


Speaker:  Amy  Rath,  editor  of  Women  and  Revolution 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Saturday,  April  28,  3 p.m. 


322  West  48th  Street,  1st  Floor 
(Between  8th  and  9th  Ave.  . Take  A,  C or  E to  42nd  St.) 
For  info:  (212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 
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Tunisia:  Trade  Unions  Under  Attack 
by  Government,  Islamists 


The  following  article  is  translated  from 
Le  Bolch^vik  No.  199  ( March  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Ligue  Trotskyste  de 
France,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League  ( Fourth  Internationalist). 


11 BOLCHCVIl tS 

The  so-called  “Arab  Spring,”  hailed  by 
social  democrats,  is  turning  into  a night- 
mare for  workers,  and  particularly  for 
the  Tunisian  workers  who  were  at  the 
forefront  of  last  year’s  struggle  to  over- 
throw the  Ben  Ali  police  dictatorship.  As 
the  economic  crisis  continues  to  worsen, 
Tlinisian  workers  are  fighting  to  defend 
their  meager  gains  against  the  Tunisian 
capitalists  and  the  imperialists,  who  seek 
to  take  advantage  of  the  recession  to  esca- 
late their  attacks. 

A major  four-day  strike  by  sanitation 
and  other  municipal  workers  that  began 
on  February  20  was  attacked  jointly 
by  Islamist  thugs  and  cops.  Offices  of 
the  General  Union  of  Tunisian  Work- 
ers (UGTT)  federation  were  attacked, 
not  only  provincial  offices  but  also  the 
headquarters  in  Tunis.  Across  the  street 
from  the  police  station  in  the  Casbah,  the 
mausoleum  of  Farhat  Hached — founder 
of  the  UGTT  and  a hero  of  the  struggle 
for  independence  who  was  murdered  by 
the  French  colonialists  in  1952 — was  des- 
ecrated. A mass  demonstration  called  by 
the  UGTT  on  February  25  against  these 
anti-union  attacks  itself  ended  in  bloody 
police  repression  ( L’Humanite , 27  Febru- 
ary). Down  with  the  attacks  against  the 
UGTT!  Victory  to  the  sanitation  workers 
struggle!  For  workers  defense  groups  to 
repel  attacks  by  Islamist  thugs  against 
union  activists  and  unveiled  women! 

One  year  after  the  uprising  against  Ben 
Ali,  it  is  essential  to  draw  the  political  les- 
sons in  order  to  move  forward.  The  rise 
of  Islamism  throughout  the  region,  the 
threats  against  women,  the  continuing 
subjugation  to  imperialism,  the  immis- 
eration  of  peasants  and  workers  and  ris- 
ing unemployment — all  this  shows  that 
the  aspirations  of  the  Tunisian  masses  to 
democracy,  the  emancipation  of  women 
and  the  eradication  of  urban  and  rural 
poverty  will  not  be  satisfied  without  over- 


turning the  capitalist  order  and  establish- 
ing a workers  and  peasants  government. 
The  working  class  is  the  only  class  with 
the  social  power,  in  struggle  against  the 
bourgeoisie  and  its  Islamists,  to  overthrow 
capitalism  and  establish  its  own  state. 

This  is  the  Trotskyist  program  of  per- 
manent revolution,  which  was  validated 
by  the  Russian  Revolution  of  October 
1917.  That  revolution  placed  the  working 


class  in  power  for  the  first  time.  Workers 
must  take  power  in  TUnisia,  Egypt  and 
elsewhere  and  spread  the  revolution  to 
France  and  other  imperialist  centers.  To 
achieve  this,  it  is  necessary  to  build  revo- 
lutionary workers  parties  that  will  link  the 
struggle  for  socialist  federations  of  North 
Africa  and  the  Near  East  to  the  struggle 
for  proletarian  revolution  in  the  imperial- 
ist countries. 

With  this  perspective,  we  wrote  last 
February  that  the  Tunisian  working  class 
needed  its  own  organs  of  power:  strike 
committees,  factory  committees  and,  ulti- 
mately, soviets  [workers’  councils].  This 
call  was  counterposed  to  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  perspective  of  the  entire  left, 
including  the  Communist  Party  of  TUni- 

Letter 


sian  Workers  (PCOT,  originally  Maoist), 
which  channeled  the  uprising  toward  the 
election  of  a constituent  assembly — a bour- 
geois parliamentary  body — leading  to  the 
current  situation. 

Now  the  Islamists  dare  to  openly  attack 
a prominent  union  like  the  UGTT  that 
played  such  a key  role  in  the  fall  of  the 
Ben  Ali  regime.  Nevertheless,  in  our  soli- 
darity with  the  TUnisian  workers,  we  reaf- 


firm our  denunciation  of  last  March  of  the 
UGTT’s  joining  the  “National  Council  to 
Safeguard  the  Revolution.”  This  council 
was  a nationalist,  class-collaborationist 
body  encompassing  reformists  and  bour- 
geois formations  including  Ennahda,  a 
reactionary  Islamist  party.  The  small, 
left-reformist  TUnisian  working-class 
organizations  (the  PCOT  and  the  League 
of  the  Workers  Left  [LGO]  associated 
with  the  French  New  Anti-Capitalist 
Party  of  Olivier  Besancenot)  also  partici- 
pated in  this  bloc.  We  wrote:  “By  tying 
the  workers  to  their  class  enemy,  the 
union  bureaucrats  and  the  reformists  are 
paving  the  way  to  bloody  defeat  for  the 
workers  and  oppressed.  Break  with  class 
collaboration!”  ( Le  BolchUvik  No.  195, 
March  2011). 

The  UGTT.  PCOT  and  LGO  thus  cre- 
ated a supposed  revolutionary  pedigree  for 
the  Islamists,  even  though  the  Islamists 


played  no  role  in  the  uprising  against  Ben 
Ali  and  did  not  conceal  their  reactionary 
intentions — particularly  against  women’s 
rights.  Nor  did  they  hide  the  support  lav- 
ished upon  them  by  the  imperialists,  who 
were  eager  to  restore  capitalist  order.  The 
fraudulent  certificate  of  “revolutionary” 
merit  granted  by  the  left  to  Ennahda  greatly 
helped  the  Islamists  win  the  elections  a few 
months  later,  amid  massive  abstention. 

Now  Ennahda  spokesman  Walid  Ben- 
nani  has  the  nerve  to  accuse  workers 
in  struggle  of  being  “anti-revolutionary 
forces,  trying  to  ensure  that  difficulties  per- 
sist” (www.lapresse.tn,  27  February).  But 
the  union  bureaucrats  have  learned  nothing 
from  their  previous  betrayals  because  they 
cannot  envision  any  framework  other  than 
the  oppressive  capitalist  system.  (Besides, 
the  UGTT  leadership  supported  Ben  Ali 
almost  to  the  end.)  Sami  Tahri,  spokesman 
for  the  UGTT,  said  that  “it  is  in  the  best 
interests  of  the  country  for  Ennahda  and 
UGTT  to  cooperate  and  work  together. 
As  a union  we  have  to  have  a partner  with 
whom  we  can  negotiate,  especially  since 
at  this  stage  we  must  address  issues  such 
as  employment,  economic  development, 
skyrocketing  prices,  etc.”  (ibid.).  In  ced- 
ing political  independence  of  the  working 
class,  the  union  bureaucrats  and  the  ref- 
ormist organizations  are  leading  Tunisian 
women  and  workers  straight  to  disaster. 
There  must  be  a fight  in  the  unions  to 
replace  the  treacherous  bureaucrats  with  a 
revolutionary  leadership! 

In  France,  class  solidarity  with  Tunisian 
workers  requires  fighting  for  class  inde- 
pendence. against  the  capitalist  parties  and 
their  reformist  agents  in  the  workers  move- 
ment, and  for  the  overthrow  of  the  French 
capitalist  imperialist  order,  which  is  spon- 
soring Tunisia’s  new  Islamic  “coalition” 
regime.  The  millions  of  people  of  Maghre- 
bian (North  African)  origin  in  France,  con- 
centrated in  the  proletariat  and  the  most 
oppressed  layers  of  the  population,  form  a 
living  link  between  the  countries  of  North 
Africa  and  France  in  the  struggle  for 
socialist  revolution.  A proletarian  revolu- 
tion in  TUnisia  would  immediately  have  a 
huge  impact  in  France,  and  vice  versa.  We 
struggle  to  forge  revolutionary  internation- 
alist parties  to  lead  the  working  class  to 
power  on  both  sides  of  the  Mediterranean. 
Down  with  the  attacks  against  the  UGTT 
by  the  Islamists  and  the  government!  For 
permanent  revolution  throughout  North 
Africa!  ■ 


Nationalize  Religious  Hospitals! 


13  March  2012 

To  Workers  Vanguard, 

Relevant  to  the  issues  raised  by  “Obama 
Panders  to  Religious  Reaction”  (Workers 
Vanguard  No.  997,  2 March)  is  the  role 
of  clerical-run  hospitals,  which  are  largely 
Catholic.  A 28  February  New  York  Times 
editorial  “Women’s  Health  Care  at  Risk” 
warned: 

“A  wave  of  mergers  between  Roman 
Catholic  and  secular  hospitals  is  threat- 
ening to  deprive  women  in  many  areas  of 
the  country  of  ready  access  to  important 
reproductive  services.  Catholic  hospitals 
that  merge  or  form  partnerships  with 
secular  hospitals  often  try  to  impose 
religious  restrictions  against  abortions, 
contraception  and  sterilization  on  the 
whole  system.  This  can  put  an  unac- 
ceptable burden  on  women,  especially 
low-income  women  and  those  who  live 
in  smaller  communities  where  there  are 
fewer  health  care  options.” 

It  continues: 

“The  nation’s  600  Catholic  hospitals  are 
an  important  part  of  the  health  care  sys- 
tem. They  treat  one-sixth  of  all  hospital 


patients,  and  are  sometimes  the  only  hos- 
pital in  a small  community.” 

The  editorial  notes  that  struggling  sec- 
ular hospitals  are  forced  to  merge  with 
financially  stronger  institutions  which 
are  often  Catholic,  where  Church  doctrine 
dominates  the  outcome.  “By  one  estimate, 
20  mergers  between  Catholic  and  non- 
Catholic  hospitals  have  been  announced 
over  the  past  three  years,"  the  editorial 
reports,  "and  more  can  be  expected.” 
Separation  of  church  and  state  means 
keeping  religion  out  of  the  schools;  it 
should  also  mean  keeping  religion  out  of 
the  hospitals.  As  part  of  our  demand  for 
“Free,  quality,  integrated  public  education 
for  all!”  we  call  for  nationalizing  the  pri- 
vate universities.  Likewise,  as  part  of  our 
demand  for  free,  quality  health  care  for 
all,  including  birth  control  and  abortion, 
we  should  raise  the  call: 

Nationalize  the  private  and  religious 
hospitals! 

Comradely, 
Reuben  S. 
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“Separate  but  Equal”  Poison 


The  Rehabilitation  of 


Booker  T.  Washington 


Right:  Booker  T. 
Washington  exhorted 
black  people  to 
accept  segregation, 
not  struggle  for 
equality,  in  post- 
Reconstruction  South. 
Below:  Image  shows 
students  cultivating 
sweet  potatoes  at  his 
Tuskegee  Institute. 
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The  following  is  a presentation,  edited 
for  publication,  by  Don  Alexander  of  the 
Spartacist  League  Central  Committee  at 
a March  6 forum  in  New  York  City. 

In  part,  the  origin  of  this  talk  grew  out 
of  my  returning  from  doing  political  work 
in  South  Africa  a decade  ago.  I noticed 
coming  back  here  that  a lot  of  black  peo- 
ple were  reading  Booker  T.  Washington. 
I went  also  to  my  hometown  in  Southern 
California,  and  some  very  little  black 
newspaper  there  had  a series  of  articles 
on  him.  And  I began  to  bump  into  people 
in  the  library  reading  his  autobiography, 
Up  From  Slavery,  and  said,  “Something 
is  going  on.” 

Well,  what’s  going  on  is  what  I want  to 
talk  about  because  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton was  a sellout.  He  was  an  Uncle  Tom, 
which  is  a conservative  black  misleader 
kowtowing  to  white  ruling-class  interests. 
This  was  basic  understanding  on  the  part 
of  any  of  us  who  became  radicalized  in 
the  1960s.  But  now  we  have  to  reaffirm 
these  truths  in  the  face  of  the  prodigious 
output  of  lying  hypocritical  capitalist 
mouthpieces. 

His  rehabilitation  grows  out  of  the  rela- 
tive dearth  of  class  and  social  struggles 
today,  what  we  call  a sort  of  one-sided 
class  war.  History  is  being  reinvented 
by  self-proclaimed  spokesmen  for  the 
oppressed,  so  that  yesterday’s  chumps 
are  turned  into  today’s  champs.  There’s 
an  ongoing  bourgeois  campaign  to  reha- 
bilitate the  pro-segregationist,  anti-labor, 
pro-imperialist  legacy  of  Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington. We  have  to  defeat  such  reaction- 
ary trends  in  order  to  politically  arm  the 
working  class  and  its  allies  to  wage  a 
revolutionary  struggle  for  the  smashing 
of  capitalist  rule. 

From  the  halls  of  academia  to  union 
halls  to  the  Commander-in-Chief  Obama, 
Washington  is  being  touted  as  some  kind 
of  spokesman  for  black  freedom.  This 
is  a gross  falsification  of  history  in  the 
service  of  reconciling  the  oppressed  with 
their  oppressors.  Bound  up  with  this  falsi- 
fication is  a new  reality  of  the  first  black 
president  of  the  U.S.,  Barack  Obama.  This 
is  supposed  to  mean,  according  to  what 
he  stated,  that  black  people  are  90  per- 
cent free.  I don’t  know  how  you  can  be  90 
percent  free!  We  oppose  on  principle  any 
support  to  capitalist  parties — Democrats, 
Republicans  and  Greens.  The  capitalist 
system  cannot  be  reformed  but  must  be 
smashed  by  proletarian  revolution. 


Tuskegee:  Training  for 
Industrial  Slavery 

Washington  was  called  by  some  the 
“Black  Moses.”  He  was  born  in  1856 
in  Franklin  County,  Virginia,  to  a slave 
mother  and  a white  father  whom  he  never 
knew.  His  name  is  synonymous  with  the 
Tbskegee  Institute — a school  to  train 
black  men  and  women  in  menial  labor 
and  instill  an  ethic  of  so-called  self-help. 
He  presided  over  Tbskegee  from  1881  to 
his  death  in  1915. 

His  stepfather  relocated  his  family  to 
a mining  town.  Eventually  the  young 
Booker  briefly  became  a miner,  around  the 
age  of  12.  He  didn’t  like  that  very  much. 


He  worked  in  a salt  mine,  hard  work. 
Eventually  he  found  work  for  a well-to- 
do  white  family  in  a job  that  inculcated 
in  him  the  importance  of  understanding 
hard  work  and  cleanliness  and  above  all 
the  toothbrush,  which  is  what  he  lectured 
a lot  of  the  Tbskegee  students  about.  The 
toothbrush. 

According  to  Washington,  the  most 
important  person  who  shaped  him  was 
a man  named  General  Samuel  Chap- 
man Armstrong.  Armstrong  was  born 
and  raised  in  Hawaii.  He  was  the  son  of 
educational  missionaries  who  worked  to 
“civilize"  indigenous  Hawaiians.  He  was 
also  a commander  of  a black  regiment 
during  the  Civil  War. 

After  the  Civil  War,  Armstrong  became 
a superintendent  in  the  Virginia  Freed- 
men’s  Bureau,  which  in  a limited  way 
sought  to  ameliorate  the  desperate  plight 
of  the  black  freedmen.  His  perspective 
was  that  he  had  to  do  something  to  teach 
the  black  freedmen  what  the  dignity  of 
labor  is.  He  was  considered  ideal  to  teach 
black  people  because  of  his  Civil  War 
experience.  So  after  he  left  the  Freedmen’s 
Bureau  he  applied  the  colonialist-inspired 
training  in  Hawaii  that  he  acquired  at  an 
early  age  to  set  up  the  Hampton  "school” 
in  West  Virginia.  Some  called  this  less  a 
school  and  more  like  a church  and  army 
barracks.  Hampton  was  geared  to  teach- 
ing black  Southerners  to  “stay  in  their 
place” — menial  labor. 

Black  women  were  taught  cooking, 
cleaning,  dusting.  Maybe  for  two  hours  at 
the  end  of  the  day  people  got  a chance  to 


study  the  Three  R’s.  One  biographer  of 
Armstrong  wrote: 

“The  General  thought  of  blacks  primar- 
ily in  terms  of  what  they  could  contrib- 
ute to  the  economic  prosperity  of  the 
country.  In  harmony  with  the  racial  eco- 
nomics of  his  age,  Armstrong  considered 
blacks  to  be  inferior,  barbaric,  and  ugly 
creatures — with  a ‘facial  angle,’  ‘thicker 
cranium,'  ‘two  inch  longer  arm,’  and 
‘color  of  skin’  that  were  all  repulsive,  but 
‘no  barrier  to  industry’.” 

— Donald  Spivey,  Schooling  for 
the  New  Slavery  (1978) 

He  looked  at  it  in  terms  of  how  they  could 
serve  and  build  prosperity  for  Southern 
and  Northern  industrialists.  Two  years 
before  he  died  in  1893,  Armstrong  made 
it  clear  that  he  was  never  dreaming  of 
“social  equality.” 

His  views  were  in  accordance  with 
the  viciously  racist  ideology  of  his  time, 
promulgated  especially  at  the  end  of  the 
19th  century.  There  were  a lot  of  so-called 
scholars  preaching  pseudoscientific  racism 
to  prove  “black  inferiority”  and  “white 
superiority.”  Also,  there  were  others  who 
were  predicting  the  ultimate  extinction  of 
the  black  race. 

Washington’s  Tbskegee  Institute  in  Ala- 
bama was  modeled  after  Hampton.  It  was 
a drilling  ground  for  non-union,  menial 
agricultural  labor.  And  as  I pointed  out, 
there  was  very  little  of  teaching  the  basics 
going  on.  Religious  service  was  manda- 
tory and  every  person  had  a seat,  so  you 
didn’t  get  out  of  it.  Tbskegee  was  really  a 
school,  as  one  fellow  called  it.  for  indus- 
trial slavery  in  the  “New  South”  of  the 
time. 

Washington’s  program  of  self-help, 
pull  yourself  up  by  your  bootstraps  and 
black  capitalism  is  a renunciation  of  a 
fight  for  black  equality  and  acceptance  of 
racist  segregation.  It  had  influence  on  an 
assortment  of  black  nationalist  organiza- 
tions and  leaders  over  the  years,  such  as 
Marcus  Garvey,  who  from  Jamaica  was 
following  closely  the  work  of  the  Tuske- 
gee Institute.  One  reason  he  emigrated 
to  the  U.S.  was  to  meet  and  study  under 
Washington,  but  Washington  died  shortly 
before  he  arrived.  The  Nation  of  Islam  is 
another  organization  which  stands  in  that 
tradition. 

Washington’s  reactionary  program  was 
translated  on  the  streets  of  Washington, 
D.C.,  in  1995.  The  Nation  of  Islam,  led  by 
the  reactionary  nationalist,  anti-Semitic 
demagogue  Louis  Farrakhan  (the  same 
man  who  wanted  Malcolm  X dead)  staged 
his  Million  Man  March.  This  was  a reac- 
tionary mobilization  of  the  oppressed  that 
was  also  directed  against  women,  espe- 
cially black  women.  This  is  the  program 
that  blames  black  people  for  their  own 
oppression.  And  it  was  no  accident  that 
then-president  Bill  Clinton  even  gave  it  a 
nod  of  approval. 

For  Revolutionary 
Integrationism! 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  the  Sparta- 
cist League  fights  for  the  class-struggle 
program  of  revolutionary  integration: 
championing  struggles  for  black  equal- 
ity while  emphasizing  that  the  liberation 
of  black  people  from  color-caste  oppres- 
sion can  be  achieved  only  in  an  egalitar- 
ian socialist  society.  Any  serious  struggle 
for  black  liberation  in  racist  capitalist 
America  has  revolutionary  implications. 
Linked  to  the  power  of  the  integrated  labor 


Booker  T. 
Washington 
and  President 
Theodore 
Roosevelt 
at  Tuskegee 
Institute, 
October  1905. 
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movement,  it  is  a potential  dagger  aimed 
straight  at  the  heart  of  the  capitalist  private 
property  system,  which  is  the  source  of  the 
special  oppression  of  black  people. 

Our  program  is  directly  counterposed 
to  the  dead-end  program  of  liberal  inte- 
grationism — represented  by  the  "respect- 
able." legalistic  organizations  such  as  the 
NA  ACP — and  black  separatism.  The  pro- 
gram of  the  former  is  based  upon  step-at- 
a-time  gradualism,  preaching  mainly  reli- 
ance on  the  capitalist  courts  for  justice. 
The  black  separatists  despair  of  the  possi- 
bility of  mobilizing  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class  to  fight  for  black  freedom.  They 
both  defend  the  capitalist  system  against 
the  exploited  and  oppressed.  There  can  be 
no  separate  road  to  black  liberation.  It  is 
in  the  interest  of  the  working  class  to  fight 
for  black  freedom,  which  is  an  insepara- 
ble part  of  the  struggle  for  abolishing  the 
system  of  capitalist  exploitation  through 
socialist  revolution. 

The  period  of  history  we  are  living  in 
right  now  remains  the  epoch  of  imperi- 
alist decay.  The  Bolshevik  revolutionary 
leader  Leon  Trotsky  pointed  out  that  in 
periods  of  gigantic  defeats  for  the  prole- 
tariat, consciousness  regresses  to  previous 
epochs,  to  pre-Marxist  ideas.  Such  is  the 
case  today,  two  decades  after  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  former  Soviet 
Union  and  East  Europe,  as  reflected  by 
the  rehabilitation  of  bourgeois  scoun- 
drels such  as  the  arch-reactionary  black 
capitalist  political  spokesman  Booker 
T.  Washington.  You  see  it  also  with  the 
ghosts  of  the  Confederacy,  like  in  Brook- 
lyn on  Memorial  Day  last  year,  when  they 
lauded  some  Confederate  soldier  buried 
in  Green-Wood  Cemetery. 

The  tumultuous  struggles  of  the  civil 
rights  movement,  which  challenged  the 
anti-Communist  Cold  War  consensus, 
resulted  in  the  destruction  of  Jim  Crow 
legalized  segregation.  However,  that  move- 
ment was  derailed  by  the  pro-capitalist 
program  of  its  liberal  leadership — rang- 
ing from  King’s  Southern  Christian 
Leadership  Conference  to  Roy  Wilkins’ 
NAACP — which  counseled  reliance  on 
the  Democrats,  the  federal  government  and 
the  courts.  When  the  civil  rights  movement 
moved  North,  it  ran  into  the  solid  core  of 
racist  American  capitalism,  manifested  by 
dilapidated  housing  and  schools,  rampant 
cop  brutality,  entrenched  unemployment. 
The  liberals  were  incapable  of  address- 
ing the  material  roots  of  black  oppression 
because  above  all  they  sought  to  keep  that 
struggle  within  the  bounds  of  capitalism. 

Busing  for  school  integration  in  the 
mid  1970s  was  knifed  in  the  back  by  lib- 
eral Democrats  and  the  reformists,  such 
as  the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) 
and  Workers  World’s  Youth  Against  War 
and  Fascism,  who  tailed  them.  The  refor- 
mists’ reliance  on  Democratic  politicians 
and  the  bourgeois  state — for  example,  the 
SWP’s  call  for  federal  troops  to  Boston — 
facilitated  the  defeat  of  school  integration 
by  very  well-organized  and  deadly  anti- 
busing forces. 

A searing  symbol  of  the  virulent  rac- 
ist anti-busing  backlash  was  a famous 
photograph  of  a black  lawyer  in  Boston 
being  speared  with  a flag  pole  with  the 
American  flag  on  it,  wielded  by  racists. 


We  fought  for  the  independent  mobiliza- 
tion of  labor  to  fight  for  elementary  demo- 
cratic rights  for  black  people.  We  fought 
for  labor-black  defense  guards  to  defend 
the  black  schoolchildren  and  for  extend- 
ing busing  to  the  suburbs,  where  there 
undoubtedly  existed  better  schools.  Bus- 
ing was  no  cure-all,  no  panacea,  but  we 
defended  it  because  it  was  a partial  step 
toward  black  equality. 

Historically,  when  black  people  have 
perceived  an  opening  for  integration, 
they  have  fought  for  it.  For  some  years 
after  the  defeat  of  school  integration  in 
Boston  and  elsewhere,  battles  were  still 
being  fought  out  in  the  South.  In  May 
1983,  a 10,000-strong  march  in  Norfolk, 
Virginia,  to  defend  busing  had  a signifi- 
cant component  of  black  ILA  longshore- 
men. Ex-civil  rights  leader  Jesse  Jackson 
conveyed  to  those  assembled  there  that  he 
came  to  march  not  for  desegregation  but 
for  voter  registration,  that  is.  for  the  Dem- 


ocrats. Jackson’s  Operation  PUSH  organi- 
zation wanted  “integration”  all  right:  into 
the  boardrooms  of  Wall  Street  and  petty 
capitalist  enterprises. 

The  reformist  left — the  International 
Socialist  Organization,  Workers  World  and 
others — lie  that  the  pro-Democratic  Party 
liberal  Martin  Luther  King  was  becom- 
ing a revolutionary  toward  the  end  of  his 
life.  Today  this  myth  is  standard  fare. 
It’s  preposterous  on  a number  of  levels. 
You  don’t  have  to  know  everything  about 
King’s  political  history  to  see  through  this 
bull,  but  you  do  know  that  you  don’t  get 
to  have  a monument  in  Washington,  D.C., 
unless  you  have  played  a part  in  helping  the 
oppressors  to  keep  the  oppressed  in  line. 

The  black  liberal  ideologue  (and  peren- 
nial talking  head)  Michael  Eric  Dyson 
recently  wrote  that  “Martin  Luther  King, 
Jr.,  ten  days  before  he  died,  said  before 
the  Rabbinical  Assembly  of  America  that 
black  people  ought  to  practice  ‘tempo- 
rary segregation’  unless  we’re  going  to 


be  ‘integrated  out  of  power’.”  Now,  Dyson 
described  this  in  positive  terms  as  a “com- 
plex form  of  solidarity."  What  we’ve  got 
to  deal  with! 

Obama  Trumpets 
Booker  T.  Washington 

Today  there  is  hardly  a pretense  of  any 
struggle  for  integration.  In  1954,  the  Brown 
v.  Board  of  Education  decision  that  out- 
lawed segregation  in  the  schools  had  a 
qualifier  attached  to  it:  "with  all  deliber- 
ate speed."  This  was  a signal  to  the  rac- 
ists— so-called  states’  fighters — that  they 
could  undermine  it  and  sabotage  it  at  will. 
In  2007,  the  Supreme  Court  threw  out 
school  desegregation  plans  in  Seattle  and 
Louisville,  giving  the  green  light  to  those 
seeking  to  overturn  some  1,000  school 
integration  plans  across  the  country.  As  we 
pointed  out  in  "Supreme  Court:  Segrega- 
tion Forever"  ( WV  No.  895,  6 July  2007): 
“In  eviscerating  the  1954  Brown  v.  Board 


of  Education  ruling  that  banned  school 
segregation,  the  Court  majority  in  essence 
turned  the  clock  back  over  a hundred  years 
to  the  infamous  1896  ‘separate  but  equal’ 
Plessy  v.  Ferguson  ruling — a cornerstone 
of  the  racist  Jim  Crow  system." 

Petty-bourgeois  ideologues  spread  the 
lie  that  integration  failed  despite  huge 
resources  expended  on  it.  There  were 
never  significant  resources  devoted  to 
integrating  housing  or  education.  What 
is  promoted  instead  by  the  bourgeois  lib- 
erals is  the  charade  of  “diversity,"  which 
disguises  the  perpetuation  of  the  rac- 
ist status  quo.  That’s  why  we  are  being 
served  up  “separate  but  equal"  poison  by 
the  rulers  and  their  ideologues. 

Now  I’m  going  to  return  to  Booker  T. 
Washington,  beginning  with  a statement 
attributed  to  the  Russian  anarchist  Peter 
Kropotkin.  When  he  heard  that  black  Amer- 
icans were  led  by  a conservative  leader,  he 
reportedly  roared  with  laughter.  What  on 
earth,  he  exclaimed,  have  they  to  conserve? 


Obama  in  a May  2011  commencement 
speech  at  Booker  T.  Washington  High 
School  in  Memphis.  Tennessee,  stated  that 
Washington  "entered  this  world  a slave  on 
a Southern  plantation.  But  he  would  leave 
this  world  as  the  leader  of  a growing  civil 
rights  movement  and  the  president  of  the 
world  famous  Tuskegee  Institute."  Had 
anyone  made  such  a claim  to  Booker  T. 
Washington  during  his  lifetime,  he  proba- 
bly would  have  sued  for  defamation.  In  Up 
From  Slavery,  he  excoriated  black  freed- 
mcn  who,  he  said,  during  Reconstruction 
sought  a too-rapid  improvement  in  their 
lives.  He  also  denounced  them  for  what 
he  portrayed  as  their  general  uncouthness. 

It  was  the  hard  struggles  of  the  black 
freedmen  and  women  during  Reconstruc- 
tion. in  alliance  with  the  Radical  Repub- 
licans, that  led  to  the  establishment  of 
public  education  for  the  black  and  white 
poor.  The  bourgeoisie  today  is  trying  to 
destroy  that.  With  the  escalating  bipar- 
tisan attacks  on  public  education,  teach- 
ers unions  are  under  attack,  and  there  is 
a concomitant  growth  of  charter  schools. 

The  comment  by  Obama  that  I quoted 
deliberately  distorts  the  historical  record. 
He  is  invoking  the  legacy  of  a capitalist 
politician  who  became  an  effective 
spokesman  for  the  interests  of  the  U.S. 
ruling  class  in  the  period  of  the  rise  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  at  the  end  of  the  I9th 
century.  Today,  in  the  period  of  the  decay 
of  this  system.  Wall  Street  money  sharks 
cleverly  promoted  to  the  presidency  a 
black  man  (but  not  too  black)  to  be  the 
CEO  of  their  system. 

Like  Booker  T.  Washington,  Obama  lost 
no  time  in  showing  how  he  can  “keep  black 
people  in  their  place.”  For  example,  on 
Father’s  Day,  June  15,  2008,  he  addressed 
a black  church  in  Chicago,  stating  that 
"in  the  African  American  community... 
more  than  half  of  all  black  children  live  in 
single-parent  households,"  and  "too  many 
fathers  [are]  missing  from  too  many  lives 
and  too  many  homes....  These  absent  black 
fathers  have  abandoned  their  responsibili- 
ties, acting  more  like  boys  instead  of  men." 
Saying  “acting  like  boys”  in  the  past  would 
have  been  fighting  words.  Blaming  the 
oppressed  for  their  oppression  is  beating 
them  down,  convincing  them  that  they  are 
the  source  of  their  own  problems. 

The  Jim  Crow  South 

The  Trotskyists  of  the  Workers  Party 
U.S.,  our  revolutionary  forerunners,  ran 
an  article  titled  “Booker  T.  Washington — 
He  Pleased  the  Bourgeoisie”  in  the  New 
Militant  (2  February  1935).  They  put  forth 
a Marxist  appraisal  of  this  "leader”: 

"In  speaking  once  of  social  equality  for 
Negroes.  Washington  said:  ‘In  things 
industrial  we  can  be  as  close  as  one.  but 
in  things  social  as  separate  as  the  fingers 
on  the  hands.’ 

"This  pleased  his  white  financial  mas- 
ters and  they  covered  him  with  addi- 
tional honor  and  glory  in  the  form  of 
more  endowments  for  his  institution. 
They  well  knew  that  so  long  as  such 
ideas  were  shoved  down  the  throats  of 
the  Negro  and  white  workers  there  would 
be  little  danger  of  unity  and  their  posi- 
tion as  robbers  of  the  American  workers, 
would  be  secure.” 

The  veteran  Trotskyist  Richard  Fraser, 
continued  on  page  6 


Washington's  mentor  General  Samuel 
Chapman  Armstrong  (left)  considered 
black  people  inferior,  founded  Hampton 
Institute  (below)  to  train  black 
Southerners  in  menial  labor. 

Frances  Benjamin  Johnston  photos 
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Left:  Racist  anti 
mobilizations  to 


Forman/Boston  Flerald  American 

-busing  mob  in  Boston  attacks  black  lawyer  Ted  Landsmark,  1976.  Right:  Spartacist  contingent  at  1974  demonstration  calls  for 
stop  racist  attacks  on  busing  for  school  integration. 
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Booker  T. 
Washington... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

whose  programmatic  contributions  on 
the  black  question  we  embrace,  stated  in 
his  lectures  in  1954,  titled  "The  Negro 
Struggle  and  the  Proletarian  Revolution”: 
"The  economic  well-being  and  the  politi- 
cal stability  of  the  capitalist  class  rest 
upon  the  renewed  degradation  of  the 
Negro  people  after  the  Civil  War. 

"It  was  this  degradation  that  brought 
forth  Booker  T.  Washington.  He  was 
the  instrument  by  which  the  Negroes 
acceded  to  the  terms  of  defeat." 

— printed  in  the  Prometheus 
Research  Library’s 
In  Memoriam : Richard  S. 

Fraser , Prometheus  Research 
Series  No.  3 (August  1990) 
Fraser  pointed  out  that  in  his  famous 
Atlanta  speech  in  1895,  Washington  for- 
mally renounced  the  struggle  for  equality. 

In  pursuit  of  their  class  interests,  the 
Northern  capitalists  betrayed  the  fight  for 
black  equality  following  the  Civil  War. 
The  Compromise  of  1877,  which  settled 
a disputed  election,  placed  the  Repub- 
lican Rutherford  B.  Hayes  in  the  White 
House  in  exchange  for  pulling  the  Federal 
troops — the  occupying  Union  Army — 
from  the  South.  The  Northern  capitalists 
feared  an  alliance  between  the  Southern 
planters  and  agrarian  interests  in  the  West 
and  temporarily  backed  voting  and  civil 
rights  for  the  black  freedmen.  However, 
the  Radical  Republicans’  demand  for  land 
confiscation  ran  counter  to  the  bourgeoi- 
sie’s class  interests.  The  more  conserva- 
tive Republicans  opposed  this  as  a dan- 
gerous precedent  that  would  perhaps  put 
some  wrong  ideas  in  the  heads  of  their 
wage  slaves  in  the  North,  who  might  get 
rid  of  the  “sacred"  capitalist  private  prop- 
erty system. 

Through  Klan  terror,  intimidation,  fraud 
and  disenfranchisement,  the  Northern 
capitalists  and  their  Southern  allies  “rec- 
onciled.” The  political  counterrevolution 
brought  to  power  what  became  known 
as  the  Redeemer  governments  supported 
by  Northern  capital.  The  freedmen  were 
pushed  out  of  skilled  jobs  they  previously 
held  and  forced  into  conditions  of  semi- 
servitude through  debt  peonage,  share- 
cropping  and  convict  leasing  (now  referred 
to  as  “slavery  by  another  name”).  Between 
1885  and  1900,  2,500  lynchings,  mostly  of 
black  people,  occurred  in  the  United  States. 
This  led  Mark  Twain  to  write  an  essay 
titled  “The  United  States  of  Lyncherdom.” 

There  was  a long  depression  during 
the  1890s  and  also  bitterly  fought  labor 
struggles  throughout  the  South,  includ- 
ing a protracted  strike  in  1894  of  black 
and  white  coal  miners  in  Alabama.  The 
Knights  of  Labor  undertook  organizing 
black  workers  into  unions,  with  mixed 
results.  Initially  they  stood  against  racial 
discrimination  in  the  unions.  But  they 
were  overwhelmed  by,  and  capitulated  to, 
the  galloping  white-supremacist  reaction, 
eventually  allowing  separate  charters  for 


the  black  Knights  of  Labor  members. 

There  was  also  a Populist  revolt  against 
“the  monopolists”  and  for  the  “little  peo- 
ple.” During  this  period,  nearly  a quarter 
of  ex-slaves  had  farms,  and  many  white 
farmers  were  being  ruined  and  driven  to 
join  with  their  black  counterparts.  There 
was  a tentative  union  between  black 
and  white  farmers,  but  it  was  ultimately 
doomed  to  failure. 

One  of  the  main  Populist  leaders  was 
Tom  Watson  of  Georgia,  a former  Demo- 
crat. Watson  and  the  Populists  won  sup- 
port from  poor  black  and  white  farmers 
and  sharecroppers,  not  just  on  isolated 
farms  but  also  in  what  was  known  as  Ala- 


bama’s “Black  Belt”  industrial  area.  This 
caught  the  attention  of  then-president  Gro- 
ver Cleveland.  The  prospect  of  joint  class 
struggle  against  the  capitalist  exploiters 
scared  the  hell  out  of  them.  Big  Business 
mobilized  to  smash  the  Populists.  When 
Watson  ran  for  Congress  in  1892  on  the 
Populist  ticket,  the  capitalists  and  South- 


September 
1906:  At  least 
two  dozen 
black  people 
were  killed 
and  thousands 
driven  from  their 
homes  during 
racist  pogrom  in 
Atlanta. 


ern  planters  raised  $40,000  to  defeat  him, 
a considerable  sum  at  that  time.  President 
Cleveland  remarked  that  defeating  Watson 
was  just  as  important  as  his  own  election. 
After  he  was  defeated,  Watson  became  a 
vile  white-supremacist  demagogue. 

As  we  stated  in  our  programmatic  doc- 
ument on  the  fight  for  black  liberation, 
"Black  and  Red”  (reprinted  in  Marxist 
Bulletin  No.  9,  "Basic  Documents  of  the 
Spartacist  League”):  “The  small  farmer 
class  itself  could  not  be  a real  contender 
for  political  power  in  a capitalist  society, 
while  the  dynamics  of  private  farming 
inevitably  brought  about  sharp  competi- 
tion among  the  farmers.”  With  the  bloody 


defeat  of  Populism  and  the  overturning 
of  democratic  rights  for  blacks,  the  stage 
was  set  for  the  subsequent  rapid  disen- 
franchisement of  black  people  and  poor 
whites  and  the  codification  of  Jim  Crow 
segregation.  That  resulted  in  the  total 
consolidation  of  black  people  as  a race- 
color  caste,  integrated  into  the  U.S.  capi- 
talist economy  but  forcibly  segregated  at 
the  bottom  of  society. 

Policing  Southern  Black  Labor 

After  the  defeat  of  the  Populists,  South- 
ern capitalists  and  planters  and  especially 
the  wealthy  Northern  capitalists  began  to 
seriously  cultivate  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton. His  philosophy  of  “industrial  educa- 
tion" was  bound  up  with  his  anti-union 
message.  He  stressed  the  importance  of 
staying  in  your  place  and  not  struggling 
for  your  rights.  Speaking  to  a convention 
of  industrialists  in  Alabama  in  the  late 
1890s,  he  said:  “It  is  here  alone,  by  reason 
of  the  presence  of  the  Negro,  that  capital 
is  freed  from  the  tyranny  and  despotism 
that  prevents  you  from  employing  whom 
you  please.”  What  he  meant  was  seen 
at  Thskegee,  where  some  of  the  gradu- 
ates— for  example,  teachers  and  social 
workers — were  enlisted  to  preach  sub- 
servience to  the  bosses.  They  were  sent 
to  mining  areas  and  other  workplaces  to 
exhort  black  workers  to  work  harder,  to 
obey  management,  to  avoid  unions  and  to 
stick  with  the  church. 

Some  workers  were  not  listening.  One 


report  stated,  “A  Birmingham  camp  phy- 
sician noted  in  1907  that  ‘the  churches 
wield  only  a limited  influence’  over  the 
lives  of  black  miners,  who  ‘make  no  pre- 
tense toward  being  religious,  even  tho 
|sic]  moral’.” 

White  bosses  sent  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton twice  to  Norfolk,  Virginia,  to  help 
police  black  workers.  The  bosses  threat- 
ened to  hire  immigrant  labor.  Washington 
was  an  enemy  of  immigrant  workers.  In  his 
Atlanta  address  of  1895,  he  railed  against 
them:  "To  those  of  the  white  race  who 
look  to  the  incoming  of  those  of  foreign 
birth  and  strange  tongue  and  habits  for  the 
prosperity  of  the  South,  were  I permitted 
I would  repeat  what  I say  to  my  own  race, 
’cast  down  your  bucket  where  you  are’." 

As  labor  historian  Brian  Kelly  noted  in 
"Sentinels  for  New  South  Industry”  ( Labor 
History , Vol.  44,  No.  3,  2003):  “Employ- 
ers frustrated  with  their  lack  of  success  in 
anchoring  black  workers  to  steady,  full- 
time industrial  labor  frequently  solicited 
race  leaders’  advice,  and  many  responded 
enthusiastically."  Washington  spoke  on  at 
least  two  occasions  to  orchestrated  mass 
meetings  at  the  Newport  News  Shipbuild- 
ing and  Drydock  Company,  one  of  the  larg- 
est employers  of  black  industrial  labor  in 
the  South.  He  reportedly  exhorted  workers 
to  “stick  to  their  jobs  and.  instead  of  reck- 
lessly and  foolishly  spending  their  good 
wages,  build  better  homes  and  churches.” 

Booker  T.  Washington’s  imperialist 
masters  made  very  good  use  of  him.  He 
had  the  ear  of  presidents  like  the  “pro- 
gressive" Theodore  Roosevelt,  who  had 
earlier  been  Assistant  Secretary  of  the 
Navy  when  U.S.  imperialism  was  butch- 
ering Filipino  independence  fighters,  a 


history  which  is  still  very  well  known 
there  today. 

Roosevelt  got  Washington’s  help  in  intro- 
ducing dark-skinned  Cubans  to  the  “Ameri- 
can Way”  after  the  Spanish-American  War 
of  1898.  Some  black  Cubans  attended 
Tuskegee.  According  to  one  account  cited 
by  Kelly:  “In  1898  Washington  entered  an 
arrangement  with  the  US  military  allow- 
ing matriculation  of  Cuban  and  Puerto 
Rican  students  at  Tliskegee  Institute. 
Some  among  them  led  a series  of  strikes 
and  mini-rebellions  at  Thskegee  over  com- 
plaints about  food  and  prohibitions  against 
their  playing  baseball  on  Sundays."  Largely 
because  of  these  students,  "the  school  had 
to  construct  a guardhouse.  The  Cubans 
refused  to  eat. ..and  struck  against  their 
work.  When  a teacher  and  a student  tried 
to  put  [one  of  their  leaders]  in  jail,  his  com- 
patriots jumped  them,  but  they  succeeded 
in  making  the  arrest.  Guns  were  flourished 
before  order  was  restored.”  Black  Ameri- 
can students  also  staged  a brief  strike  there 
in  1903;  it  didn’t  last  very  long. 

Washington’s  Black  Critics 

The  early  20th  century  was  known  as 
the  Progressive  Era,  with  mild  liberal 
reforms  which,  of  course,  didn’t  touch 
the  foundations  of  the  capitalist  system. 
There  was  a small  but  vocal  coterie  of 
black  critics  of  Washington’s  "bootstraps" 
philosophy.  One  of  the  most  outspoken 
was  black  journalist  Monroe  Trotter,  who 
resided  in  Boston  and  was  close  friends 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Obama  and  the  Ex-Klansman 


We  print  below  the  remarks  of  a com- 
rade at  the  New  York  forum  on  Booker 
T.  Washington. 

Many  people  we  talk  to  tell  us  they 
will  vote  for  Obama  in  opposition  to  the 
openly  racist  Republican  candidates. 
But  a vote  for  this  capitalist  politician  is 
a vote  against  the  emancipation  of  the 
working  class.  A vote  for  Obama  is  a 
vote  against  black  freedom  and  equality. 

This  forum  on  the  rehabilitation  of 
Booker  T.  Washington  reminded  me 
of  a speech  Obama  gave  at  the  funeral  of 
Democratic  Senator  Robert  Byrd  of  West 
Virginia  in  July  of  2010.  Senator  Byrd 
was  a former  leader  of  the  KKK.  later  an 
arch-segregationist  who  unsuccessfully 
filibustered  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act. 
Senator  Byrd's  endorsement  of  Obama 


for  president  was  crucial  to  his  2008 
campaign's  effort  to  prove  to  the  bour- 
geoisie that  he  was  a safe  bet  for  their 
class  interests. 

So  Obama  gave  a speech  at  Senator 
Byrd’s  funeral  in  2010.  After  making  a 
coy  reference  to  the  things  this  ex-Klan 
leader  "said  and  things  he  did  that  he 
came  to  regret Obama  went  on  to  say, 
"Robert  Byrd  was  a mountain  eagle  and 
his  lowest  swoop  was  still  higher  than 
the  other  birds  upon  the  plain."  That  was 
Obama’s  tribute,  quoted  in  the  Washing- 
ton Post  online. 

Racist  terrorists  like  the  KKK  are  not 
ancient  history.  The  Spartacist  League 
has  organized  protests  aimed  at  stop- 
ping fascist  terrorists,  who  pose  a deadly 
threat  against  the  working  class.  We 


look  to  the  power  of  labor  to  do  this,  not 
the  capitalist  state.  One  of  these  mobi- 
lizations we  organized  was  in  Spring- 
field,  Illinois,  in  1994  and  hundreds  of 
trade  unionists,  students  and  others  took 
part.  It  was  just  prior  to  this  rally  that 
our  party  had  our  first  and  possibly  only 
interaction  with  Obama. 

We  invited  people  we  were  very  much 
in  political  disagreement  with  to  endorse 
our  united-front  demonstration.  Our  call 
to  stop  the  Klan  touched  a nerve  with 
pro-capitalist  trade-union  bureaucrats  and 
even  black  Democratic  politicians  like 
Emil  Jones,  and  many  of  them  endorsed 
our  united  front.  After  we  got  Emil 
Jones’s  endorsement,  one  of  our  comrades 
in  Chicago  called  up  Emil  Jones's  protd- 
gde,  Barack  Obama.  Obama  refused  to 


endorse  the  mobilization  to  stop  the  Klan 
from  marching  in  Springfield. 

All  of  this  transpired  in  Decem- 
ber 1993-January  1994,  before  Barack 
Obama  became  an  Illinois  state  sena- 
tor, U.S.  Senator,  and  then  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  U.S.  imperialism.  Now  he’s 
a war  criminal  like  the  presidents  who 
came  before  him,  with  the  blood  of  many 
thousands  of  Afghanis,  Iraqis.  Libyans 
and  Pakistanis  on  his  hands.  Now  he 
has  many  notches  in  his  belt,  like  the 
deportation  of  1,000,000  immigrants,  the 
union-busting  bailout  of  the  auto  indus- 
try, and  legalizing  the  indefinite  military 
detention  of  U.S.  citizens. 

The  Spartacist  League  has  a program  to 
fight  against  imperialism,  racial  oppres- 
sion and  the  exploitation  of  the  multiracial 
working  class.  Don't  vote  for  your  class 
enemies  in  the  Democratic  Party.  Join  us 
in  the  struggle  to  build  a workers  party 
that  will  fight  for  socialist  revolution. 


Alabama  Department  of  Archives  and  History 


Thousands  of  black  and  white  miners  march  on  Red  Diamond  mine  during 
Alabama  coal  strike  of  1908. 


with  W.E.B.  Du  Bois.  Trotter  was  jailed 
in  1903  for  "disturbing  the  peace”  during 
a speech  Washington  gave  there.  Wash- 
ington had  his  spies  very  busy  trying  to 
ferret  out  opponents  who  might  show  up. 
Washington  supporters  had  a hard  time 
restraining  the  hecklers  and  maintaining 
order.  After  Trotter  tried  to  speak,  it  got 
into  the  white  and  black  newspapers  for 
the  first  time  that  there  was  a black  oppo- 
sition to  Washington’s  accommodationist 
program. 

W.E.B.  Du  Bois  was  one  of  the  most 
prominent  critics  of  Washington  in  the 
early  20th  century.  Du  Bois  criticized 
Washington  for  abandoning  any  struggle 
for  political  and  civil  rights.  Du  Bois 
envisioned  a “talented  tenth”  leadership 
of  college-educated  blacks  who  were  pre- 
sumably uniquely  equipped  to  lead  the 
black  masses  in  struggles  for  higher  edu- 
cation, political  power  and  basic  demo- 
cratic rights.  Du  Bois  didn’t  reject  every- 
thing favored  by  Washington.  He  stated 
in  his  book  The  Souls  of  BUn  k Folk'.  "So 
far  as  Mr.  Washington  preaches  Thrift, 
Patience,  and  Industrial  training  for  the 
masses,  we  must  hold  up  his  hands  and 
strive  with  him."  In  fact,  they  were  friends 
for  a while. 

In  1903,  Du  Bois  taught  summer  school 
at  TUskegee  and  he  regularly  dined  with 
Washington.  But  when  Du  Bois  came  out 
with  his  book  criticizing  his  leadership, 
Washington  took  off  the  gloves.  Unknown 
to  the  public,  Washington  had  behind  the 
scenes  funded  a number  of  black  news- 
papers. He  made  sure  that  Du  Bois'  book 
would  get  unfavorable  reviews.  In  1904, 
Washington  organized  a meeting  of  black 
“notables” — Du  Bois  was  invited — at 
Carnegie  Hall.  Du  Bois  got  there  and  saw 
that  Washington  had  all  his  Bookerites 
there.  He  was  outmaneuvered.  They  set  up 
some  committee  called  the  "Committee 
of  12"  that  was  elected  to  pursue  “prog- 
ress" for  blacks,  and  it  disappeared  into 
the  mist  of  do-nothingness. 

In  1905,  Du  Bois  was  one  of  the  initiators 
of  the  Niagara  movement.  This  eventually 
led  to  the  creation  of  the  NAACP,  which 
was  initially  led  by  reformist  social  demo- 
crats. Oswald  Garrison  Villard,  grandson 
of  the  white  abolitionist  William  Lloyd 
Garrison  (who  represented  the  "moral 
suasion"  wing  of  the  abolitionist  move- 
ment). was  one  of  its  leading  forces. 

Washington  faced  some  severe  tri- 
als in  1906.  There  was  the  anti-black 
pogrom  in  Atlanta  that  began  on  Sep- 
tember 22.  It  lasted  for  five  days.  Lynch 
mobs  pulled  black  passengers  from  street- 
cars, destroyed  black  businesses.  Thou- 
sands of  black  people  were  driven  out  of 
Atlanta.  The  Atlanta  newspapers  fanned 
the  flames.  They  printed  unsubstantiated 
rumors  of  black  men  raping  white  women. 
There  was  also  a gubernatorial  campaign 
going  on  in  which  the  candidates  seized 
on  the  racist  outcry  of  "black  beast  rap- 
ists." A couple  of  dozen  black  people  were 
killed  during  this  pogrom  (some  estimates 
were  a lot  more),  and  five  whites  were 
also  killed. 

Washington  gave  a back-handed  defense 


of  the  lynching;  he  viewed  lynching  in 
class  terms — the  “better”  whites  didn’t 
do  that.  Washington's  National  Negro 
Business  League  had  met  in  Atlanta 
three  weeks  before  this  racist  pogrom.  In 
his  speech  at  that  convention  he  stated, 
"The  Negro  is  committing  too  much 
crime  North  and  South.  We  should  see 
to  it,  as  far  as  our  influence  extends,  that 
crimes  are  fewer  in  number;  otherwise 
the  race  will  permanently  suffer."  So  he 
blamed  the  victims  for  their  oppression, 
and  the  bosses’  papers  just  ate  it  up.  In 
commenting  on  this  speech,  the  Atlanta 
Constitution  ran  an  incendiary  headline: 
“Law-Breaking  Negroes  Worst  Menace 
to  Race.” 

At  the  time  of  the  pogrom,  Du  Bois. 
who  had  been  away  in  rural  Alabama, 
quickly  returned  home  to  Atlanta.  He 
grabbed  his  shotgun  and  waited.  He  was 
lucky  that  things  had  died  down.  Some  of 
Washington's  supporters,  like  the  journal- 
ist T.  Thomas  Fortune,  advocated  armed 
self-defense,  but  Washington  did  not  want 
to  hear  anything  about  that. 

There  was  another  atrocity  in  1906, 
in  Brownsville  on  the  southernmost  tip 
of  Texas,  near  the  Mexican  border.  Just 
to  give  you  a brief  synopsis,  from  a new 
biography  of  Washington: 

“On  the  evening  of  August  13,  1906,  a 
band  of  unidentified  men  opened  fire 
on  the  streets  of  Brownsville  near  Fort 
Brown,  where  three  companies  of  black 
soldiers  of  the  Twenty-Fifth  Infantry 
regiment  had  been  moved  from  their  pre- 
vious post  in  Nebraska.  A bartender  was 
killed  and  a policeman  badly  wounded. 
Just  who  was  responsible  for  the  incident 
was  never  proven.  But  townspeople  who 
resented  black  soldiers  in  their  midst 
blamed  a dozen  members  of  the  black 
regiment  for  the  shooting,  even  though 
the  commander  of  the  fort  said  all  men 
were  accounted  for  at  the  time.  The 
twelve  accused  soldiers  were  imprisoned. 
The  remainder  of  the  regiment,  155  men. 
remained  silent  when  asked  what  they 
knew  of  the  incident.  After  several  cur- 
sory investigations  the  entire  regiment  of 
167  men  was  charged  with  insubordina- 


tion. with  the  recommendation  that  they 
be  dishonorably  discharged." 

— Raymond  W.  Smock,  Black 
Leadership  in  the  Age  of  Jim 
Crow  (2009) 

The  case  went  to  Roosevelt  for  review. 
He  waited  until  after  the  November  1906 
elections  to  make  a final  decision  on  the 
black  soldiers'  dismissal.  He  needed  the 
black  vote  at  the  time  for  the  Congres- 
sional elections,  so  he  temporized.  Wash- 
ington implored  him  to  discharge  some  of 
the  regiments.  Roosevelt  refused  to  heed 
his  advice.  Many  career  soldiers  with 
distinguished  records  in  the  Army  were 
thrown  out  of  the  service.  They  lost  their 
pay,  pensions  and  possibility  of  obtaining 
future  jobs  with  the  federal  government. 
Washington’s  closest  friends  unsuccess- 
fully urged  him  to  break  with  Roosevelt. 

Black  women  such  as  anti-lynching 
fighter  Ida  B.  Wells  were  especially 
sharp  critics  of  Washington’s  accommo- 
dationism.  Wells  drew  out  the  reactionary 
underpinnings  of  Washington's  program 
and  his  gibes  against  college-educated 
blacks:  "The  result  is  that  the  world  which 


listens  to  him  and  which  largely  supports 
his  educational  institution,  has  almost 
unanimously  decided  that  college  educa- 
tion is  a mistake  for  the  Negro." 

Reviving  Washington 
in  the  Obama  Years 

Anti-integration,  pro-Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington sentiments  are  increasingly  ex- 
pressed by  younger  (and  not  so  young) 
pro-Democratic  Party,  pro-Obama  liberal 
academics  as  well  as  celebrities  like  Bill 
Cosby,  Juan  Williams  and  many  others.  A 
good  place  to  start  is  a recent  book  by  Ste- 
phen TUck,  an  Oxford  University  lecturer 
in  American  History,  titled  We  Ain't  What 
We  Ought  To  Be  (2010),  which  has  been 
well  received  by  many  "radical"  academ- 
ics, such  as  Robin  Kelley. 

Tuck  notes  that  “Washington  dismissed 
Reconstruction  as  a ’strange’  mistake.  He 
denounced  black  leaders  who  complained 
about  white  supremacy.  He  then  called  on 
black  southerners  to  stay  in  the  South  and 
remember  that  ‘no  race  can  prosper  till  it 
learns  that  there  is  as  much  dignity  in  till- 
ing a field  as  writing  a poem’."  In  the  next 
paragraph.  Tuck  suggests  that  Washington 
was  a very  astute  leader: 

’’Washington's  silences  were  strategic. 
He  believed  that  if  black  southerners 
could  not  have  the  democracy  part  of 
the  American  system,  they  should  at 
least  seek  the  capitalist  part.  With  some 
three-fourths  of  black  Southerners  barely 
eking  out  a living  on  the  land,  he  judged 
the  capitalist  part  more  pressing  any- 
way.... With  no  state  help  on  offer,  self- 
help  made  sense.” 

Juan  Williams  wrote  a book  whose 
title  speaks  volumes  about  the  program 
of  latter-day  Booker  T.  Washington,  pro- 
capitalist, accommodationist  thought: 
Enough:  The  Phony  Leaders,  Dead-End 
Movements,  and  Culture  of  Failure  That 
Are  Undermining  Black  America — and 
What  We  Can  Do  About  It  (2006).  This 
book  both  defends  Washington  and  slan- 
ders his  critics,  remarking;  "Black  leaders 
of  all  ideological  stripes  agreed  that  the 
key  to  racial  progress  was  black  people 
helping  themselves." 

Christopher  Alan  Bracey,  a professor  of 
law  and  of  African  and  African  American 
continued  on  page  9 
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Defend  the  Unions  Through  Class  Struggle! 


Canada:  Capitalist  War  on 
Public  Sector  lobs,  Services 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Spartacist  Canada  No.  172  (Spring  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste,  Canadian  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 

SPARTACIST  / 

Claiming  a need  to  "balance  the  budg- 
et” and  “keep  Canada  competitive,”  the 
ruling  class  is  bringing  down  the  auster- 
ity axe  on  tens  of  thousands  of  govern- 
ment jobs  from  coast  to  coast.  As  in  the 
U.S.  and  throughout  Europe,  the  capital- 
ists are  trying  to  make  the  working  class 
pay  for  the  worst  economic  crisis  since 
the  Great  Depression — a crisis  that  was 
caused  by  the  capitalist  system  itself. 
This  one-sided  class  war  has  brought 
massive  unemployment  and  poverty, 
which  the  rulers  have  wielded  to  further 
weaken  the  trade  unions. 

First  the  capitalists  ravaged  the  pri- 
vate sector  unions,  whose  leaders  have 
proved  utterly  incapable  of  mounting  an 
effective  defense.  Now  they  are  target- 
ing what  the  Globe  and  Mail  editorial- 
ists haughtily  call  the  “voracious  public 
sector  unions.”  With  71  percent  of  public 
sector  workers  in  unions,  governments 
at  every  level  are  intent  on  extracting 
huge  concessions,  putting  labour’s  hard- 
won  gains — seniority  rights,  pensions, 
health  plans,  sick  benefits — on  the  chop- 
ping block.  Unless  there  is  some  serious 
working-class  struggle,  which  alone  can 
beat  back  this  ruling-class  offensive,  it  is 
about  to  get  much  worse. 

With  cuts  of  $4  to  $8  billion  planned 
for  this  year  alone,  the  Harper  Conser- 
vative government’s  onslaught  against 
workers  and  the  poor  continues  unabated. 
While  rewarding  their  friends  with  tax 
cuts  and  other  largesse,  the  Tories  have 
already  cut  housing,  job  training  and 
health  care  for  Natives,  as  well  as  pro- 
grams for  the  elderly  and  unemployed 
and  more.  So  deep  are  the  cuts  to  Serv- 
ice Canada  [government  social  services 
agency]  that  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
already  desperate  unemployed  work- 
ers are  being  made  to  wait  weeks,  and 
in  some  cases  months,  for  their  first 
El  [unemployment  insurance]  cheque. 
According  to  the  Public  Service  Alliance 
of  Canada,  federal  government  cutbacks 
will  lead  to  more  than  100,000  job  losses 
over  the  next  three  years. 

In  recession-ravaged  Ontario,  Dalton 
McGuinty’s  Liberal  government  is  prepar- 
ing an  austerity  campaign  that  could  well 
exceed  the  brutal  cuts  of  the  Mike  Harris 
Tory  regime  in  the  1990s.  A government- 
commissioned  report  by  former  TD  Bank 
chief  economist  Don  Drummond  calls  for 
a wrenching  16.2  percent  cut  to  Ontario 
government  spending  over  the  next  seven 
years.  Drummond,  a key  player  in  the 
federal  Liberals’  massive  cuts  to  jobs 
and  social  services  in  the  1990s,  calls  his 
hatchet  job  "pretty  much  unprecedented 
in  Canadian  post-war  history.” 

Drummond  took  particular  aim  at 
health  care  and  education.  Teachers 
will  be  forced  to  work  more  years  and 
get  lower  pensions  on  retirement;  some 
10,000  non-teaching  staff  face  the  loss  of 
their  jobs.  Drummond  proposes  that  when 
collective  agreements  are  renewed,  the 
government  take  away  accumulated  sick 
time  from  teachers — a larcenous  grab  of 
some  $1.7  billion.  After  years  of  cutbacks 
and  layoffs  of  nurses  and  other  front-line 


staff,  hospitals  are  to  be  further  starved 
of  funds  and  the  door  to  privatization  of 
health  care  opened  wider.  The  bosses 
will  be  able  to  get  rid  of  large  numbers  of 
workers  by  eliminating  programs,  gutting 
seniority  rights  and  expanding  manage- 
ment’s right  to  discipline  and  fire. 

As  the  rulers  take  aim  at  the  pensions 
of  those  who  still  have  them,  old  people 
are  being  vilified  for  every  imaginable 


fiscal  woe.  Harper  & Co.  are  now  plan- 
ning to  make  the  already  paltry  Old  Age 
Security  program  unavailable  before 
the  age  of  67.  Truly,  the  capitalist  class 
destroys  the  human  beings  whose  labour 
it  exploits:  workers  must  either  die  in  the 
harness  or  live  out  their  days  as  paupers. 
And  with  the  ravages  to  the  health  care 
system,  there  may  well  be  fewer  people 
around  to  collect  such  pensions  as  still 
exist.  Ghoulishly,  Drummond’s  report 
advises  doctors  to  start  talking  to  their 
middle-aged  patients  about  "end  of  life 
health  care." 

The  Ontario  Public  Service  Employ- 
ees Union  (OPSEU)  is  right  that  these 
attacks  will  "guarantee  levels  of  destitu- 
tion and  desperation  not  seen  in  Ontario 
in  living  memory."  But  what  the  ruling 
class  gets  away  with  depends  on  the  level 
of  working-class  opposition.  An  effec- 
tive defense  of  jobs,  pensions  and  unions 
requires  hard  class  struggle — including 
preparation  for  strike  action  across  the 
public  sector — that  draws  in  the  unem- 
ployed, oppressed  minorities  and  the  poor. 


Instead  of  such  urgently  necessary  class 
struggle,  the  union  tops  offer  their  own 
solutions  to  the  capitalists’  budget  deficit. 
Typical  is  OPSEU’s  call  for  "higher  taxes 
and  at  the  very  least  a fair  tax  system." 
The  union  misleaders  couple  an  accep- 
tance of  capitalist  austerity  with  loyalty  to 
the  NDP  [New  Democratic  Party]  social 
democrats  or  even  the  capitalist  Liberals. 
It  is  a bitter  irony  that  in  the  2011  provin- 


cial election,  nurses  and  teachers  unions 
backed  the  McGuinty  Liberals,  who  are 
now  unleashing  this  firestorm  on  them. 

Like  most  of  the  union  misleaders,  the 
reformist  left  slavishly  backs  the  New 
Democrats.  The  Fightback  group,  which 
is  an  organic  part  of  the  NDP,  perennially 
calls  for  the  “NDP  to  power  on  a socialist 
program.”  Such  calls  simply  breed  illu- 
sions that  capitalism  can  be  reformed  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  working  class. 
The  NDP  aims  not  to  champion  the  cause 
of  the  workers  (let  alone  establish  social- 
ism), but  to  administer  the  system  of  capi- 
talist exploitation.  In  this  spirit,  Ontario 
NDP  leader  Andrea  Horwath  answered 
Drummond’s  report  by  repeating  her  elec- 
tion vow  to  balance  the  Ontario  budget. 
Another  NDP  MPP  [Member  of  Provin- 
cial Parliament],  Sarah  Campbell,  called 
it  "a  starting  point."  Two  decades  ago. 
Bob  Rae’s  NDP  government,  ruling  as  the 
open  agents  of  the  capitalist  class,  ripped 
up  union  contracts,  jailed  striking  work- 
ers and  went  after  welfare  mothers,  immi- 
grants, the  old  and  the  sick. 


There  have  been  protests,  most  recently 
against  the  austerity  blitzkrieg  of  right- 
wing  Toronto  mayor  Rob  Ford.  But  the 
potential  power  of  the  unions  has  not  been 
brought  to  bear.  For  the  labour  movement 
to  beat  back  these  attacks  it  will  take  a 
bull  headed  fight  based  on  the  understand- 
ing that  in  this  class-divided  society,  the 
interests  of  capital  and  labour  are  coun- 
terposed  and  irreconcilable. 

Toronto:  Ground  Zero  in  War 
on  Public  Sector  Unions 

The  recent  course  of  events  in  Toronto 
offers  a painful  cautionary  tale  of  how 
a quiescent  and  defeatist  labour  leader- 
ship disarms  and  weakens  the  potentially 
powerful  unions  in  the  face  of  concerted 
attack.  Rob  Ford  came  into  office  over  a 
year  ago  vowing  to  get  rid  of  7,000  work- 
ers, contract  out  union  jobs  and  slash 
social  services.  Ford  is  a crude  buffoon, 
but  his  goal  of  dealing  a body  blow  to 
Toronto’s  civic  unions  is  widely  shared 
by  the  bourgeoisie  and  he  has  so  far  met 
with  few  obstacles. 

There  was  a great  outcry  against 
Ford’s  demand  that  every  city  agency  and 
department  cut  its  budget  by  10  percent. 
Many  of  the  proposed  cuts,  such  as  elim- 
inating nutrition  programs  for  14,000 
poor  kids  and  slashing  HIV  prevention 
programs,  were  gratuitously  cruel.  Oth- 
ers, like  the  huge  cuts  to  transit,  were 
simply  irrational.  The  city  unions  had 
a significant  role  in  these  protests,  but 
their  fighting  power  was  dissolved  by  the 
union  tops  into  the  "community,”  mir- 
roring the  “99  percent”  populism  of  the 
Occupy  movement.  A tiny  fraction  of  the 
most  egregious  budget  cuts  were  shelved, 
but  overall  the  city  bosses  got  what  they 
wanted:  deep  cuts  to  jobs  and  services. 
Criminally,  this  outcome  was  trumpeted 
as  a victory  by  various  union  leaders  and 
fake  leftists.  Typical  of  the  latter  were  the 
International  Socialists  (I.S.),  who  made 
the  absurd  claim  that  this  was  “a  huge 
setback  to  the  Ford  agenda"  and  "showed 
that  people  can  fight  City  Hall”  (Socialist 
Worker,  February  2012). 

The  city  played  hardball  from  the 
start,  threatening  to  lock  out  the  work- 
ers and  run  scabs  to  enforce  their  union- 
wrecking.  In  the  face  of  this,  Mark  Fer- 
guson, president  of  Canadian  Union  of 
Public  Employees  (CUPE)  Local  416, 
representing  outside  workers,  quickly 
offered  a three-year  wage  freeze  and 
other  givebacks.  By  his  own  account,  the 
union  “was  making  offers  from  the  start: 
on  wages,  hours,  scheduling  and  employ- 
ment security”  (National  Post,  11  Feb- 
ruary). The  only  question  was  whether 
Ferguson  could  give  away  enough  to  sat- 
isfy the  labour-haters  at  City  Hall.  As  it 
turned  out,  he  could  and  did. 

In  mid-February,  when  the  city’s  nego- 
tiators threatened  to  impose  a contract 
that  would  have  all  but  destroyed  the 
union,  the  union  tops  cried  uncle.  With 
their  backs  to  the  wall  and  with  no  per- 
spective of  struggle.  Local  416  members 
approved  a contract  that  makes  unprec- 
edented concessions  including  a signifi- 
cant erosion  of  job  security.  The  deal 
eliminates  many  of  the  impediments  to 
contracting  out  and  getting  rid  of  union- 
ized city  workers.  At  the  ratification 
vote,  the  union  leadership  declared,  “We 
Beat  Them  Back.”  To  the  contrary.  Even 
though  the  union  was  not  busted  and  its 
fighting  capacity  was  not  destroyed,  this 
contract  is  a big  defeat.  Its  consequences 
will  reverberate  throughout  the  labour 


Toronto,  June  2009:  Strike  by  city  workers  unions  beat  back  worst  of  attacks 
by  social-democratic  mayor. 
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movement,  most  immediately  against  the 
23,000  inside  workers  in  CUPE  Local  79 
and  2,300  library  workers  who  are  facing 
equally  harsh  demands. 

Ford's  election  was  prepared  by  mul- 
tiple anti-union  attacks  under  former 
mayor  David  Miller,  a social  democrat 
associated  with  the  NDP  who  was  backed 
by  both  the  union  bureaucrats  and  the 
reformist  left.  In  2006,  when  transit 
workers  in  the  Amalgamated  Transit 
Union  (ATU)  Local  113  were  driven  to 
a wildcat  strike,  Miller  joined  the  anti- 
union hysteria,  demanding  massive  fines 
from  the  union.  Two  years  later,  when  the 
ATU  struck  again,  the  city  demanded  the 
province  enact  strikebreaking  legislation, 
for  which  the  provincial  NDP  caucus 
voted  unanimously. 

In  2009,  Miller  & Co.  targeted  Locals 
416  and  79,  aiming  to  destroy  sick  ben- 
efits and  gut  seniority  rights.  Though  the 
city  bosses  won  a crucial  concession  in 
terms  of  sick  benefits,  the  two  unions — 
which  struck  together — were  able  to  beat 
back  the  worst  of  the  attacks  because  they 
fought  tenaciously.  The  2009  strike  sub- 
sequently became  a lightning  rod  for  the 
bosses’  media  and  right-wing  city  coun- 
cillors in  their  campaign  of  anti-union  vit- 
riol. Since  then,  it’s  been  open  season  on 
city  workers.  As  public  taunting  of  transit 
workers  became  a local  blood  sport.  Ford 


got  the  McGuinty  government  to  pass  a 
law  making  transit  strikes  illegal.  This 
easy  win  against  the  ATU — achieved  with 
the  acquiescence  of  the  Local  113  lead- 
ership— paved  the  way  for  the  broader 
drive  against  city  workers.  Epitomizing 
the  labour  tops’  abject  defeatism,  a few 
months  ago  Local  416  leader  Ferguson 
told  the  media,  “we  learned  our  lesson  in 
2009"  as  he  offered  to  seek  “efficiencies” 
and  help  the  city  save  money  off  the  backs 
of  the  workers. 

An  all-out  fight  that  mobilized  the 
power  of  the  city  unions  in  defense  of 
the  transit  workers  could  have  turned  the 
tables  on  Ford  and  his  cronies.  But  such 
a struggle,  breaking  through  all  the  laws 
designed  to  tame  the  labour  movement, 
would  have  meant  a confrontation  with  the 
government  and  the  capitalist  state — cen- 
trally the  cops  and  courts.  Such  a perspec- 
tive is  anathema  to  the  labour  misleaders, 
many  of  whom  regard  bourgeois  law  as 
holy  writ.  Worse  yet,  they  embrace  the 
police  and  prison  guards — the  armed  fist 
of  the  capitalist  state — not  just  as  allies 
of  the  working  class,  but  as  fellow  union 
members.  These  labour-hating  thugs  have 
no  place  in  the  unions!  Yet  OPSEU  actu- 
ally organizes  prison  guards,  while  Fer- 
guson addresses  the  Toronto  police  as 
“brothers  and  sisters.”  The  one  exception 
to  Ford’s  budget  slashing  was  the  cops. 


who  got  an  11.5  percent  pay  hike. 

Playing  by  the  bosses’  rules  assures 
defeat.  Take  compulsory  arbitration,  which 
today  is  promoted  by  sections  of  the  union 
misleadership  as  being  in  the  interest  of  the 
workers.  The  whole  purpose  of  arbitration 
is  to  take  away  the  workers’  most  powerful 
weapon — their  ability  to  withdraw  their 
labour  through  strike  action.  Beginning 
with  the  very  right  to  form  unions,  all  the 
major  gains  that  labour  has  wrested  from 
the  bosses  in  the  past  century  were  once 
"illegal”  by  the  norms  of  bourgeois  "law 
and  order."  Hard-fought  strikes  galvanize 
the  rest  of  the  labour  movement  and,  when 
victorious,  tear  up  the  bosses’  anti-strike 
laws  and  injunctions. 

There  Will  Be  Class  Struggle 
or  Defeat 

The  social  power  of  public  sector  work- 
ers is  not  that  of  industrial  workers,  who 
can  directly  stop  the  wheels  of  production 
and  thus  of  profit  from  turning.  But  pub- 
lic sector  unions  include  transportation, 
utility  and  other  workers  who  provide  the 
means  and  services  by  which  the  econ- 
omy runs — the  infrastructure  vital  for  a 
modern  industrial  economy.  A serious 
labour  counteroffensive  would  put  paid  to 
the  supposed  "public  outrage"  against  the 
trade  unions.  Such  a struggle  would  find 
many  allies  among  those  whose  lives  and 


futures  have  been  blighted  by  the  capital- 
ists and  who  know  on  some  basic  level 
that  a defeat  for  the  unions  will  only  bring 
them  further  ruin. 

This  truth  highlights  that  for  the  work- 
ing class  to  beat  back  these  attacks  and 
triumph  over  the  bankrupt  rule  of  capital 
it  must  consciously  organize  the  active 
support  of  all  the  oppressed.  The  work- 
ing class  must  champion  black  youth  fac- 
ing police  terror,  desperate  refugees  and 
immigrants,  Muslims  targeted  by  the 
imperialists’  "war  on  terror,”  Native  peo- 
ples, women  and  gays.  It  must  advocate 
independence  for  Quebec  in  order  to  clear 
the  road  to  anti-capitalist  class  struggle 
in  both  English  Canada  and  Quebec. 
Such  a perspective  requires,  in  the  first 
instance,  a struggle  to  replace  the  current 
pro-capitalist  misleaders  of  the  unions, 
who  have  brought  defeat  after  defeat,  and 
a sharp  break  with  the  politics  of  the  NDP. 

We  desperately  need  a revolutionary 
workers  party.  Such  a party — multiracial 
and  internationalist — would  mobilize  the 
power  of  the  working  class  to  smash  the 
bosses’  austerity  attacks  across  the  coun- 
try. Armed  with  a vision  of  struggle  for  a 
new  society,  the  working  class  can  rally 
all  of  the  oppressed  in  a victorious  war 
against  the  oppressor  of  all — the  capital- 
ist system.  For  workers  revolution  and  a 
socialist  North  America!  ■ 


Booker  T. 
Washington... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Studies  at  Washington  University  in  St. 
Louis,  wrote  an  interesting  book.  Sav- 
iors or  Sellouts:  The  Promise  and  Peril 
of  Black  Conservatism  from  Booker  T. 
Washington  to  Condoleezza  Rice  (2008). 
Bracey  seeks  to  shield  Washington  from 
his  actual  support  for  white  supremacy, 
for  which  Washington  was  handsomely 
rewarded.  Filthy  rich  capitalist  Andrew 
Carnegie  gave  Washington  and  his  wife 
lifetime  income. 

Bracey  rails  against  the  "black  conser- 
vatives,” but  he  excuses  their  support  to 
capitalism  and  covers  for  Washington’s 
reactionary  program.  At  the  end  of  this 
book,  he  says: 

‘•‘It  would  be  a mistake  to  conclude, 
however,  that  Washington’s  eschewal 
of  an  open  civil  rights  agenda  and  pro- 
motion of  industrial  education  marked 
him  as  a ‘sellout.’  To  some  degree,  it 
was  simply  a matter  of  emphasis.  For 
instance,  although  Washington  encour- 
aged blacks  to  stay  out  of  politics,  he 
strongly  opposed  black  disenfranchise- 
ment behind  the  scenes  and  privately 
financed  ‘test  cases'  in  many  southern 
slates  to  challenge  the  constitutional- 
ity of  restrictive  voting  laws.  Though 
Washington  supported  literacy  tests  for 
voters,  he  publicly  urged  that  such  tests 
be  applied  fairly,  and  he  signed  petitions 
to  state  legislatures  to  oppose  bills  that 
would  disenfranchise  blacks  unfairly.” 
One  is  tempted  to  ask  Professor  Bracey: 
Should  we  then  embrace  the  legacy  of 
the  deceased  rabid  segregationist  South 
Carolina  Senator  Strom  Thurmond,  who 
fathered  a child  with  a black  woman, 
because  he  “secretly”  provided  his  daugh- 
ter with  financial  support? 

Former  New  Left  radicals  such  as  Earl 
Ofari  Hutchinson,  who  once  denounced 
Booker  T.  Washington,  now  praise  him 
for  having  done  a “masterful  job.”  In  1970, 
Ofari  wrote  The  Myth  of  Black  Capital- 
ism, which  among  other  things  sharply 
criticized  Booker  T.  Washington’s  utopian 
"black  capitalism.”  At  that  time,  he  stated: 
"That  many  so-called  black  leaders  should 
waste  black  people’s  valuable  time  and 
energy  chasing  another  of  the  American 
ruling  class’s  myths  is  understandable 
but  it  is  inexcusable.  For  black  Ameri- 
cans have  the  opportunity  today  as  never 
before  to  learn  from  the  experiences  of 
the  many  sincere  genuine  revolutionary 
people  throughout  the  world  " 

Now,  without  acknowledging  his  con- 
demnation of  Washington  in  the  past,  he 
belts  this  out: 

"To  understand  the  whole  person,  you 
have  to  put  him  in  the  context  of  the  time 
he  lived  and  worked....  Washington  was 
embraced  by  Northern  philanthropists. 
The  Carnegies,  the  Rockefellers,  the 


Rosenwalds  poured  money  into  his  pro- 
grams and  essentially  subsidized  Booker 
T.  Washington.  Given  that  endorsement, 
could  he  really  have  stepped  outside  that 
and  said,  'Look,  segregation  is  wrong.  We 
are  going  to  march;  we’re  going  to  dem- 
onstrate. picket,  and  protest — use  every 
means  of  political  and  social  protest.’... 
Could  he  have  challenged  the  philanthro- 
pists, none  of  whom  were  for  black  civil 
rights  back  then?...  If  he  had  spoken  out, 
he’d  have  been  buried.” 

— Uncle  Tom  or  New  Negro?  (2006) 
The  late  Manning  Marable  wrote  a 
book  in  1998  called  Black  Leadership. 
He  pointed  out  Washington’s  support  to 


strikebreaking  during  the  bitterly  fought 
1908  Alabama  coal  miners  strike.  The 
Alabama  United  Mineworkers  Union  had 
12,000  members,  half  of  them  black  min- 
ers. After  U.S.  Steel  refused  to  renew  the 
workers’  contracts  and  ordered  substan- 
tial wage  cuts,  the  miners  announced  a 
strike.  The  Alabama  state  government 
sent  in  convicts  to  scab.  The  strikers  faced 
ruthless  attacks  from  police,  company 
goons  and  state  militia.  Many  of  their 
leaders  were  imprisoned.  Marable  notes 
that  Washington  made  clear  his  side  in 
this  bloody  class  battle:  “Negroes  must 
not  be  ‘given  to  strikes,’  he  declared.  The 
collective  bargaining  process  of  unionism 
must  be  avoided  as  ‘a  form  of  slavery'.” 


The  Need  for 
Revolutionary  Leadership 

The  rulers  of  racist  American  capital- 
ism continue  to  be  haunted  by  the  Civil 
War.  It  took  a social  revolution  to  uproot 
black  chattel  slavery.  It  will  take  a third 
American  revolution,  a workers  revolu- 
tion, to  finish  the  Civil  War. 

In  addition  to  naked  force,  the  bourgeoi- 
sie requires  deception  in  order  to  maintain 


its  class  rule.  Recently  you  might  have  seen 
in  the  press  a “scholarly”  paper  published 
by  the  creepy  Manhattan  Institute  called 
the  “End  of  the  Segregated  Century.”  And 
as  for  more  deception,  Obama  asserted  in 
his  January  State  of  the  Union  address  that 
"America  is  back."  One  obvious  question 
is:  back  for  whom? 

The  downturn  of  this  capitalist  econ- 
omy continues.  Manufacturing  is  slowing. 
It’s  the  same  old  story:  profits  rise  and  the 
proletariat  falls.  In  the  U.S.,  some  50  mil- 
lion people  don’t  have  health  insurance, 
10-20  million  are  unemployed  or  under- 


less people  with  impunity.  It  is  in  the 
interest  of  the  American  and  international 
proletariat  to  wage  class  struggle  against 
their  respective  capitalist  rulers,  against 
imperialist  occupations  and  wars. 

We  urgently  need  militant,  integrated 
class  struggle — for  jobs  for  all;  for  a 
shorter  workweek  with  no  cut  in  pay;  for 
massive  public  works  at  union  wages;  for 
organizing  the  unorganized.  There  has  to 
be  a fight  to  replace  the  pro-capitalist  mis- 
leadership of  labor  with  a class-struggle 
leadership.  We  need  a workers  party  to 
fight  for  a workers  government  that  will 


Chicago  Tribune 

Left:  Obama  speaking  at  Booker  T.  Washington  High  School  in  Memphis, 
Tennessee,  trumpeted  Washington’s  program  of  self-help,  May  2011.  Right: 
Families  line  up  in  Chicago  for  food  and  toys,  Christmas  Eve  2010. 


employed,  the  homeless  population  is 
exploding  and  the  jails  and  prisons  burst- 
ing at  the  seams.  Police  killings  of  black 
and  Latino  youth  mount,  and  a record 
number  of  immigrants,  largely  Mexican, 
have  been  deported.  And  now  there  is  a 
vicious  bipartisan  assault  against  women’s 
rights  to  have  an  abortion  and  access  to 
contraceptives.  Obama,  who  pretends  that 
he’s  on  the  side  of  women,  panders  to  the 
anti-abortion  bigots. 

The  Republicans  are  openly  pro-big 
business.  They  use  brass  knuckles  to 
pound  into  the  ground  the  exploited  and 
the  oppressed.  The  Democrats — the  so- 
called  “friends  of  labor” — administer 
their  blows  with  steel  pipes  wrapped  in 
perfumed  velvet  gloves.  So  pick  your  poi- 
son— or  better  yet.  don’t  swallow  it! 

What  we  see  today  is  the  reality  elabo- 
rated by  Marx  and  Engels  in  the  Commu- 
nist Manifesto,  that  the  government  is  an 
executive  committee  that  runs  the  com- 
mon affairs  of  the  bourgeoisie.  There  is 
a small  number  of  people  constituting  the 
property-owning  class,  which  exploits  the 
masses  of  working  people.  Abroad,  U.S. 
imperialism  murders  and  maims  count- 


expropriate the  capitalist  exploiters.  We 
say  that  those  who  labor  must  rule! 

Key  to  this  is  the  fight  to  reforge  the 
Fourth  International — an  international- 
ist revolutionary  party  in  the  spirit  of 
Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks,  who 
led  the  only  successful  workers  revolu- 
tion in  history,  the  October  Revolution 
of  1917.  I want  to  end  with  a short  quote 
from  Lenin,  who  wrote  to  the  American 
workers  in  1919  as  the  Soviet  regime  was 
facing  down  counterrevolutionary  forces 
trying  to  overthrow  the  newly  formed 
workers  state: 

"Everywhere  the  working  people,  in 
spite  of  the  influence  of  the  old  lead- 
ers with  their  chauvinism  and  oppor- 
tunism penetrating  them  through  and 
through,  become  aware  of  the  rotten- 
ness of  the  bourgeois  parliaments  and 
of  the  necessity  of  the  soviet  power, 
the  power  of  the  working  people,  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat,  for  the 
sake  of  the  emancipation  of  humanity 
from  the  yoke  of  capital.  And  Soviet 
power  will  win  in  the  whole  world,  how- 
ever furiously,  however  frantically  the 
bourgeoisie  of  all  countries  rages  and 
storms." 

— "To  the  American  Workers" 

(23  September  1919)  ■ 


13  APRIL  2012 


9 


Iran... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

makes  a military  attack  by  Israel  and/or 
the  imperialists  that  much  more  of  a pos- 
sibility. As  we  have  repeatedly  stressed,  in 
the  face  of  imperialist  nuclear  blackmail 
and  continuing  military  threats,  Iran  has 
every  reason  to  pursue  getting  nuclear 
weapons  and  adequate  delivery  systems 
to  deter  attack.  In  the  event  of  military 
attack  by  the  imperialists  or  their  Israeli 
accomplices,  working  people  internation- 
ally must  take  a clear  side  with  Iran.  As 
Marxists,  we  do  not  give  the  least  politi- 
cal support  to  Iran’s  reactionary  Islamic 
regime.  But  it  is  the  U.S.  imperialist  rul- 
ers who  are  the  principal  enemy  of  the 
world’s  workers  and  oppressed. 

In  the  occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghani- 
stan, the  U.S.  has  demonstrated  its  capac- 
ity to  destroy  regimes  and  in  the  process 
massacre  hundreds  of  thousands  of  its  vic- 
tims. It  is  also  clear  that  one  by-product  of 
these  imperialist  “triumphs"  has  been  the 
unleashing  of  myriad  national,  religious 
and  tribal  rivalries,  and,  in  the  case  of 
Iraq,  the  growing  influence  of  Iran’s  rul- 
ers. Those  U.S.  allies  that  sent  small  mili- 
tary contingents  to  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
received  nothing  for  their  efforts  except 
harsh  criticism  at  home  and,  for  the  most 
part,  have  withdrawn  their  forces  or  are  in 
the  process  of  doing  so. 

Most  significantly,  the  economies  of  the 
major  capitalist  powers  are  in  the  tank. 
Renewed  war-mongering  in  the  region 
has  only  served  to  increase  the  exist- 
ing speculative  bubble  in  oil  prices  and, 
thus,  the  prospects  for  a deepening  of  the 
worldwide  recession.  Faced  with  epidemic 
unemployment  and  savage  assaults  on  liv- 
ing standards,  working  people  in  the  U.S. 
are  ill-disposed  to  the  continuing  presence 
of  military  forces  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
as  well  as  to  the  prospects  of  new  wars. 
The  fight  against  the  depredations  wrought 
by  America’s  rulers  at  home  and  abroad 
requires  that  the  working  class  break  its 
ties  with  the  capitalist  masters,  primarily 
manifested  in  its  allegiance  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  The  road  forward  lies  in  forg- 
ing a proletarian  party  that  is  based  on  the 
principle  that  the  working  class  shares  no 
common  interest  with  the  bosses  and  is 
devoted  to  the  overthrow  of  the  bourgeois 
order  through  socialist  revolution. 

Defend  North  Korea! 

If  the  hype  about  Iranian  nukes  sounds 
like  “Return  of  Weapons  of  Mass  Destruc- 
tion,” it  is  because,  at  bottom,  it  is  a con- 
tinuation of  Washington’s  drive  to  assert 
its  domination  of  the  planet.  That  drive 
was  qualitatively  increased  after  the  coun- 
terrevolutionary overthrow  of  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state  in  1991-92, 
which  removed  a strategic  counterweight 
to  U.S.  imperialism. 

The  recipe  for  asserting  such  domi- 
nance varies  little,  as  seen  in  the  lead-up 
to  the  war  and  occupation  of  Iraq  in  2003. 
Ten  years  of  inspections  by  the  imperial- 
ists’ agents  of  the  IAEA  guaranteed  that 


the  country  was  effectively  disarmed. 
During  the  decade  or  so  of  UN  sanctions 
against  the  Saddam  Hussein  regime,  an 
estimated  one  and  a half  million  people, 
the  majority  of  them  children,  died  due 
to  malnutrition,  dirty  drinking  water  and 
lack  of  medical  supplies. 

The  arrogant  rulers  of  U.S.  imperialism 
feel  no  restraint  in  issuing  their  ultima- 
tums. At  last  month’s  “nuclear  security 
summit”  in  Seoul,  South  Korea,  Barack 
Obama  lashed  out  at  both  capitalist  Iran 
and  the  bureaucratically  deformed  work- 
ers state  of  North  Korea.  Backed  by  Japan 
and  Britain,  Obama  demanded  that  North 
Korea  stop  a satellite  launch  planned  for 
mid  April,  claiming  that  this  would  violate 
a ban  on  missile  activity  by  the  country. 
The  Stalinist  regime  in  Pyongyang,  which 
says  that  the  satellite  is  meant  for  surveys 
of  North  Korea’s  countryside,  answered 
that  “we  will  never  give  up  the  right  to 
launch  a peaceful  satellite,  a legitimate 
right  of  a sovereign  state  and  an  essential 
step  for  economic  development”  (London 
Telegraph , 27  March). 

Attempting  to  blackmail  North  Korea 
into  relinquishing  key  means  of  defense. 


Oman:  Smugglers  load  goods  for  shipment  to  Iran,  January  18.  Imperialist 
sanctions  are  crippling  Iranian  economy. 


and  America’s  South  Korean  client  state 
refused  to  sign  the  armistice  agreement 
between  the  U.S.  and  the  North.  Wash- 
ington sees  the  Korean  peninsula  as  a 
potential  staging  area  from  which  to 
launch  a counterrevolutionary  assault  on 
China.  Since  the  Korean  War,  the  U.S.  has 
maintained  a massive  military  presence 


April  8:  North 
Korean  soldier 
stands  guard  in 
front  of  rocket 
at  West  Sea 
Satellite  Launch 
Site  near 
Pyongyang. 


the  U.S.  over  the  past  two  decades  has 
offered  to  provide  aid  if  Pyongyang  for- 
goes all  military  improvements,  includ- 
ing the  development  of  nuclear  capacity 
and  of  ballistic  rockets.  In  the  latest  deal, 
reached  at  the  end  of  February,  Wash- 
ington agreed  to  provide  240,000  tons  of 
food  aid  provided  that  North  Korea  end 
its  uranium  enrichment  program  and  tests 
of  long-range  missiles  and  nuclear  weap- 
ons. Mobilizing  its  Asian  allies  and  client 
states  behind  it,  the  U.S.  has  threatened 
to  abort  the  deal  if  the  satellite  mission 
goes  forward.  Japan  and  South  Korea 
have  threatened  to  (try  to)  shoot  down  the 
missile  if  it  passes  over  their  territories. 

The  U.S.  launched  the  Korean  War  in 
1950  to  smash  social  revolution  on  the 
peninsula  and  to  pursue  the  overthrow  of 
the  Chinese  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state  that  was  created  the  year 
before.  A peace  treaty  was  never  signed. 


in  the  South,  today  numbering  28,500 
troops,  while  subjecting  the  North  to 
military  encirclement  and  embargo.  We 
demand  the  immediate  withdrawal  of  all 
U.S.  troops  and  bases  from  South  Korea. 

With  the  counterrevolution  in  the  USSR, 
the  economy  of  North  Korea,  which  had 
made  substantial  advances  because  of  its 
crucial  links  to  the  Soviet  Union,  was  dev- 
astated. The  country  is  now  heavily  reliant 


on  Chinese  aid  and  trade.  Its  sole  strength 
is  its  substantial  military  power. 

Whatever  the  intent  of  the  upcoming 
missile  launch,  North  Korea’s  efforts  to 
maintain  and  expand  its  military  strength, 
including  the  development  of  nuclear 
capability,  must  be  defended.  As  Trotsky- 
ists, we  stand  for  the  unconditional  mili- 
tary defense  of  the  deformed  workers 
states — North  Korea,  China,  Vietnam, 
Laos  and  Cuba — against  imperialism 
and  internal  capitalist  counterrevolution. 
At  the  same  time,  we  fight  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  national- 
ist Stalinist  bureaucracies,  whose  policies 
are  encapsulated  in  the  reactionary  dogma 
of  “building  socialism  in  one  country." 
Opposing  the  fight  for  international  prole- 
tarian revolution,  the  privileged  bureauc- 
racies instead  pursue  a futile  quest  for 
“peaceful  coexistence”  with  imperialism, 
undermining  the  defense  of  those  states 
against  the  class  enemy. 

A stark  expression  of  Stalinist  treach- 
ery is  Beijing’s  complicity  in  attempts  to 
disarm  North  Korea.  The  Chinese  Com- 
munist Party  (CCP)  regime  has  joined 
four  capitalist  countries  in  round  after 
round  of  “talks”  aimed  at  suppressing 
North  Korea’s  nuclear  development.  This 
only  strengthens  the  hands  of  the  U.S., 
Japanese  and  European  imperialists,  who 
seek  the  overthrow  of  the  Peoples  Repub- 
lic of  China — the  largest  and  most  pow- 
erful of  the  remaining  deformed  workers 
states — and  the  transformation  of  the 
Chinese  mainland  back  into  a sphere  of 
untrammeled  exploitation.  Defense  of 
China,  which  is  highly  dependent  on  the 
flow  of  Iranian  oil,  is  also  undermined 
by  the  CCP  bureaucracy’s  support  to  all 
four  previous  rounds  of  UN  sanctions 
against  Iran. 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Class  Series 


BAY  AREA 


Wednesday,  April  25,  7 p.m. 

For  Political  Revolution  to  Oust 
the  Stalinist  Bureaucracies 

Defend  China  and 
North  Korea  against 
Imperialism  and  Internal 
Counterrevolution 

San  Francisco  State  University 
Hensill  Hall  Room  201 
(near  the  Science  Building) 

Information  and  readings 
(510)  839-0851 
sycbayarea@sbcglobal . net 


Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 


LOS  ANGELES 


Wednesday,  April  18,  6:30  p.m. 
For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 
Contradictions  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement: 

A Marxist  Analysis 
UCLA,  Rolfe  Hall,  Room  3131 
Information  and  readings: 

(213)  380-8239  • slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  May  8,  7:30  p.m. 
May  1968: 

French  Workers  in  Struggle 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 
Information  and  readings. 

(212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 
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(Fourth  Internationalist) 

International  Center:  Box  7429  GPO,  New  York,  NY  10116,  USA 
Web  site:  www.icl-fi.org 
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75463  Paris  Cedex  10,  France 

Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece Box  8274,  Athens  10210,  Greece 

Spartacist  Group  Ireland PO  Box  2944,  Dublin  6,  Ireland 

Lega  trotsklsta  d’ltalia Walter  Fidacaro,  Ufficio  Milano  Cordusio 

Casella  Postale  1591.  20123  Milano  (Ml).  Italy 

Spartacist  Group  Japan Spartacist  Group  Japan 

PO  Box  49,  Akabane  Yubinkyoku 
Kita-ku.  Tokyo  115-0091.  Japan 
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Spartacist  League/U.S Spartacist  League.  Box  1377  GPO 

New  York,  NY  10116,  USA 


10 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Earlier  this  month,  180  U.S.  Marines 
arrived  in  Darwin  in  northern  Australia, 
the  first  installment  of  a planned  2,500 
troops  to  be  stationed  there  as  part  of  the 
growing  encirclement  of  China.  In  the 
name  of  “fighting  terrorism  ” the  U.S.  has 
in  the  past  decade  enhanced  its  military 
presence  in  the  Philippines  and  resumed 
open  military  relations  with  Indonesia,  in 
addition  to  establishing  bases  in  Afghan- 
istan and  Central  Asia.  Washington  has 
also  strengthened  military  ties  with  the 
Japanese  imperialists  and  continues  to 
buttress  capitalist  Taiwan.  We  join  our 
comrades  of  the  Spartacist  Group  Japan 
in  calling  to  smash  the  counterrevolution- 
ary alliance  of  U.S.  and  Japanese  imperi- 
alism through  workers  revolution  on  both 
sides  of  the  Pacific. 

Intrigues  Against  Iran 

The  imperialist  powers  that  have  Iran 
in  their  crosshairs  today  have  historically 
provided  support  for  Israel’s  nuclear  pro- 
gram while  helping  to  maintain  a veil 
over  the  extent  of  the  Zionists’  nuclear 
stockpile.  The  international  working  class 
is  indebted  to  Mordechai  Vanunu,  a for- 
mer technician  at  Israel’s  Dimona  nuclear 
facility,  who  in  1986  revealed  that  Israel 
had  acquired  an  arsenal  of  some  200 
nuclear  warheads.  For  his  heroic  exposure 
of  the  scale  of  this  doomsday  machine, 
which  targeted  the  USSR  as  well  as  coun- 
tries in  the  Near  East,  Vanunu  was  con- 
victed of  treason  and  served  18  years  in 
prison.  He  has  been  forbidden  to  leave 
Israel  since  his  release  in  2004. 

Iran  has  also  been  on  the  receiving  end 
of  covert  operations  by  Israel,  Britain  and 
the  U.S.  In  January,  Mostafa  Ahmadi 
Roshan  became  the  latest  victim  of  a 
series  of  assassinations  of  Iran’s  nuclear 
scientists.  This  comes  in  the  context  of 
unexplained  bomb  explosions  at  nuclear 
facilities.  Earlier  the  Stuxnet  computer 
virus  had  disabled  many  centrifuges 
in  Iran’s  enrichment  facilities.  Today, 
the  U.S.  continues  to  send  surveillance 
drones  over  Iran,  which  seized  one  of  the 
spy  vehicles  after  it  crashed  last  year.  As 
the  Washington  Post  (7  April)  reports, 
the  drone  flights  are  “only  a small  part 
of  a broad  espionage  campaign  involv- 
ing the  NSA  [National  Security  Agency], 
which  intercepts  e-mail  and  electronic 
communications,  as  well  as  the  National 
Geospatial-Intelligence  Agency,  which 
scours  satellite  imagery.” 

In  their  war  drive  against  Iran,  Israel’s 
Zionist  rulers  have  the  backing  of  the 
venal  capitalist  rulers  of  many  neighbor- 
ing Arab  states.  Exacerbating  religious 
tensions  in  the  region,  Sunni  Muslim 
states  led  by  Saudi  Arabia  have  become 
increasingly  belligerent  toward  Shi’ite 
Iran.  Saudi  Arabia,  a massively  armed 
and  repressive  sheikdom,  has  been  a 
linchpin  of  U.S.  domination  of  the  oil- 
rich  Gulf  region  since  the  1940s.  Regard- 
ing Iran,  Saudi  King  Abdullah  has  been 
egging  on  the  U.S.  to  “cut  off  the  head  of 
the  snake.”  While  drawing  down  forces 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  the  U.S.  is 
reportedly  planning  to  beef  up  its  mili- 
tary contingent  in  Kuwait  while  reinforc- 
ing its  naval  presence  in  the  Persian  Gulf 
and  strengthening  its  military  alliance 


Libya... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

onslaught,  the  imperialist-backed  reb- 
els unexpectedly  became. ..agents  of 
the  imperialists.  An  article  in  the  ISO’s 
International  Socialist  Review  (May-June 
2011).  titled  “Libya's  Revolution,  U.S. 
Intervention,  and  the  Left  ” declared:  “In 
the  short  space  of  a few  weeks,  it  appears 
that  the  Libyan  opposition. ..are  increas- 
ingly putting  themselves  in  a position  of 
providing  cover  for  the  Western  attempt 
to  roll  back  the  Arab  revolution  and  to 
maintain  the  flow  of  Libyan  oil.” 

The  stark  fact  is  that  the  ISO  & Co. 
acted  as  cheerleaders  for  the  Libyan  oppo- 
sition, which  never  made  a secret  of  their 
desire  for  imperialist  intervention  to  back 
up  their  drive  to  oust  Qaddafi.  Meanwhile, 
the  Workers  World  Party  (WWP)  opposed 


Tehran,  January  13:  Mourners  carry  coffin  of  assassinated  Iranian  nuclear 
scientist  Mostafa  Ahmadi  Roshan. 


with  Gulf  states.  Meanwhile,  NATO  has 
begun  operating  a new  anti-missile  radar 
system  on  Turkish  soil.  435  miles  from 
Iran. 

Iran  has  become  further  isolated  in  the 
region  by  the  instability  in  Syria,  Tehran’s 
most  significant  Arab  ally.  Syria  is  a 
patchwork  of  potentially  hostile  ethnic, 
national  and  sectarian  groupings  where 
the  ruling  minority  Alawites  hold  sway 
over  the  Sunni  majority.  Kurds,  Druze 
and  others.  For  over  a year,  Bashar  al- 
Assad’s  reactionary  Ba'athist  regime  has 
faced,  and  brutally  repressed,  an  insur- 
gency dominated  by  reactionary  forces 
centrally  from  the  Sunni  Muslim  popula- 
tion and  backed  by  sundry  imperialist  and 
regional  powers.  The  U.S.,  Britain  and 
Turkey  have  given  their  blessing  to  the 
arming  of  the  Syrian  rebels,  using  prox- 
ies to  avoid  openly  flouting  UN  sanc- 
tions against  Syria.  The  three  countries 
have  said  that  "they  could  welcome  Saudi 
and  Qatari  efforts  to  give  weapons  to 
the  rebel  Free  Syrian  Army”  ( Financial 
Times,  1 April),  while  the  U.S.  is  chipping 
in  with  “non-lethal”  aid  as  well  as  drone 
surveillance  flights. 

Key  Syrian  opposition  leaders  have 
appealed  for  imperialist  intervention, 
echoing  the  “rebels”  who  became  willing 
tools  for  the  NATO  terror  bombing 
of  Libya  last  year  (see  article,  page  12). 
The  Libyan  opposition  to  the  rule  of 
the  bourgeois  strongman  Muammar  el- 
Qaddafi  initially  took  the  form  of  a low- 
intensity  civil  war  overlaid  by  tribal  and 
regional  divisions,  a conflict  in  which 
revolutionary  Marxists  had  no  side.  But 
when  the  imperialist  bombing  began,  we 
did  have  a side:  for  defense  of  semicolo- 
nial Libya  against  imperialist  attack  while 
giving  no  political  support  to  the  Qaddafi 


regime.  Today  we  demand:  Imperialist 
hands  off  Syria!  In  the  event  of  imperial- 
ist attack,  we  would  stand  for  the  defense 
of  Syria  while  maintaining  proletarian 
political  opposition  to  Assad’s  blood- 
soaked  rule. 

Iran  and  Proletarian  Revolution 

The  Near  East  is  a battleground  of 
imperialist  rivalries,  mainly  driven  by  the 
need  to  control  the  region’s  oil  reserves. 
The  region  is  also  characterized  by  deep- 


going oppression — of  women,  of  national, 
religious  and  ethnic  minorities  as  well 
as  homosexuals.  Iran’s  working  people, 
youth  and  women  have  been  chafing 
under  the  mullahs’  rule,  as  have  its  many 
national  and  ethnic  minorities,  such  as  the 
Kurds,  Baluchis,  Azerbaijanis  and  Tlirks. 
The  multinational  Iranian  working  class, 
leading  all  the  oppressed  behind  it,  must 
overthrow  the  Persian-chauvinist,  cleri- 
calist regime.  Key  to  this  perspective  is 
the  forging  of  a Leninist  workers  party 
that  fights  for  proletarian  rule  in  Iran 
and  the  broader  region.  This  is  necessar- 
ily linked  to  the  need  for  workers  in  the 
U.S.,  Britain  and  elsewhere  to  sweep  away 
the  rapacious  imperialist  rulers  through 
workers  revolutions. 

The  “Iranian  revolution"  that  brought 


the  Islamist  regime  to  power  in  1979  was 
hailed  by  almost  the  entire  left  interna- 
tionally, including  the  once-powerful 
Iranian  left.  The  mass  mobilizations  that 
toppled  the  hated  U.S.-backed  regime  of 
Shah  Pahlavi  were  channelled  into  sup- 
port for  the  Islamic  hierarchy  under  Aya- 
tollah Khomeini,  who  seized  power  and 
went  on  to  crush  struggles  by  workers  and 
oppressed  national  minorities  and  subject 
women  to  intensified  oppression  under 
sharia  law.  Trade  unions  were  smashed. 


and  leftists  were  jailed  and  executed. 
Uniquely,  the  international  Spartacist 
tendency,  forerunner  of  the  International 
Communist  League,  championed  the  pro- 
letariat’s class  interests  against  the  forces 
of  Islamic  reaction.  We  said:  Down  with 
the  Shah!  Down  with  the  mullahs!  Work- 
ers to  power! 

Iran’s  multinational  proletariat  has 
suffered  decades  of  intense  repression. 
Today,  along  with  most  other  layers  of 
Iranian  society,  it  is  further  ground  down 
by  the  imperialist  economic  stranglehold 
and  the  regime’s  austerity  measures.  To 
emerge  as  a class  fighting  in  its  own  inter- 
est and  in  the  interest  of  all  the  impov- 
erished and  oppressed,  it  must  be  broken 
from  religious  fundamentalism  and  all 
bourgeois  political  forces,  including  "pro- 
democracy” outfits  like  the  bourgeois 
“Green  Movement  of  Hope.”  which  itself 
is  led  by  clerical  authorities. 

That  movement  emerged  in  2009  dur- 
ing the  presidential  elections  between 
Mahmoud  Ahmadinejad  and  Mir  Hussein 
Moussavi.  a “reform”  cleric  who  was  prime 
minister  for  eight  years  under  Khomeini. 
After  losing  the  utterly  fraudulent  election, 
Moussavi  placed  himself  at  the  head  of  the 
subsequent  mass  protests.  About  a year 
ago,  Moussavi  was  placed  under  house 
arrest,  from  which  he  continues  to  organ- 
ize the  "Green  Movement.”  Moussavi  is 
no  less  a butcher  than  his  rivals  in  the  cur- 
rent regime.  While  he  was  prime  minister 
from  1981  to  1989,  untold  thousands  of 
leftists,  Kurds  and  women’s  rights  activists 
were  slaughtered  in  the  prisons  and  buried 
in  mass  graves.  A decade  later,  in  1999, 
militant  student  protests  were  drowned  in 
blood  by  the  government  of  Mohammad 
Khatami,  now  a Moussavi  ally. 

In  Iran  as  elsewhere,  the  key  to  mobi- 
lizing the  proletariat  in  its  class  interests 
is  the  leadership  of  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  modeled  on  the  Bolshevik  Party 
of  V.I.  Lenin  and  Leon  Trotsky,  which 
led  the  workers  to  power  in  the  Russian 
October  Revolution  of  1917.  The  Inter- 
national Communist  League  is  dedicated 
to  building  such  parties  throughout  the 
world  as  sections  of  a reforged  Fourth 
International,  world  party  of  socialist 
revolution.  ■ 


Tunis,  February  24:  Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Clinton  and  British  Foreign 
Minister  William  Hague  (second  from  right)  with  their  United  Arab  Emirates 
and  Turkish  counterparts  at  conference  to  aid  Syrian  “opposition.” 


the  NATO  intervention,  but  as  champions 
of  the  nationalist  Qaddafi  dictatorship, 
which  long  disguised  its  brutal  rule  as 
"anti-imperialist."  But  the  ISO  and  WWP 
found  unity  last  spring  by  joining  hands 
with  liberal  pacifist  groups  in  build- 
ing protests  against  the  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  occupations  that  raised  the  timeworn 
reformist  appeal  for  money  for  jobs  and 
education,  not  war. 

The  role  of  the  reformists  is  to  hide  the 
reality  that  imperialist  war  crimes  are  an 
inevitable  part  of  the  same  capitalist  sys- 
tem that  grinds  down  the  working  class, 
black  people,  immigrants  and  the  poor  at 
home.  In  opposing  imperialist  wars  and 
occupations,  revolutionary  Marxists  in  the 
“belly  of  the  beast”  fight  to  forge  a work- 
ers party  that  will  infuse  the  proletariat 
with  the  understanding  of  its  historic 
task  of  overthrowing  the  capitalist  order 
through  socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 

NATO  War  Crimes  in  Libya 


In  March  2011,  a dinghy  packed 
with  72  black  Africans  fleeing  the 
NATO  bombing  of  Libya  and  the 
poverty  and  racist  persecution  they 
had  suffered  there  ran  out  of  fuel 
and  drifted  at  sea  for  two  weeks. 

The  boat’s  desperate  occupants  sent 
out  repeated  distress  calls  to  nearby 
NATO  ships.  The  imperialist  mili- 
tary commanders  left  the  refugees  to 
die  of  starvation  and  thirst. 

Only  nine  survived.  When  they 
eventually  made  it  to  Europe,  their 
harrowing  story  was  picked  up  by  the 
London  Guardian.  They  described 
how,  within  hours  of  the  first  distress 
signal,  a military  helicopter  dropped 
off  some  bottles  of  water  and  a few 
packets  of  biscuits  before  disappear- 
ing over  the  horizon.  Days  later,  after 
half  the  occupants  had  already  died, 
the  boat  drifted  so  close  to  a large 
military  vessel  that  the  refugees 
could  see  sailors  on  the  deck  taking 
photos  of  them.  Frantically  appealing 
for  help,  the  despairing  passengers 
held  aloft  bodies  of  the  dead,  but  the 
warship  simply  pulled  away. 

This  March  29,  the  Council  of 
Europe,  which  includes  representa- 
tives of  47  capitalist  countries,  issued 
a report  on  its  investigation  of  the 
incident,  which  took  place  amid  the 
NATO  imperialists'  bombing  cam- 
paign in  support  of  forces  arrayed  against 
the  regime  of  Libyan  strongman  Muam- 
mar  el-Qaddafi.  The  Council  report  is 
a cynical  whitewash,  blandly  conclud- 
ing that  “NATO  did  not  fully  take  up  its 
responsibilities”  to  save  the  refugees’  lives. 

Led  by  the  U.S.,  France  and  Brit- 
ain, the  NATO  war  against  Libya  was  a 
stark  illustration  of  the  workings  of  the 
imperialist  system,  in  which  a handful 
of  advanced  capitalist  countries  terror- 
ize and  subjugate  the  world’s  weaker  and 
more  backward  societies  in  the  pursuit  of 
spheres  of  exploitation.  It  was  sanctioned 
by  the  United  Nations — an  assemblage  of 
imperialist  murderers,  their  victims  and 
accomplices.  Some  1,500  refugees  from 
Libya  died  last  year  trying  to  make  it  to 
Europe.  Citing  the  succession  of  boats 
loaded  with  refugees  that  sank  in  a small 
sea  packed  with  NATO  warships,  we 
wrote  at  the  time:  “This  cannot  be  called 
anything  but  mass  murder"  (“Refugees 
Drown  as  Imperialists  Step  Up  War  on 
Libya,”  WV  No.  981,  27  May  2011). 

Before  the  imperialist  attack,  Libya  was 
being  racked  by  what  was  a low-intensity 
civil  war  between  Qaddafi’s  bourgeois 
regime  and  an  imperialist-backed  oppo- 
sition based  in  the  east  of  the  country, 
heavily  overlaid  by  tribal  and  regional 
divisions.  In  that  conflict,  the  proletariat 
had  no  side.  However,  with  the  begin- 
ning of  the  NATO  bombing  on  19  March 
2011,  the  civil  war  became  subordinated 
to  imperialist  military  intervention.  The 
anti-Qaddafi  forces — a collection  of  for- 
mer Qaddafi  henchmen,  monarchists, 
Islamic  fundamentalists,  tribal  chiefs  and 
others — acted  as  the  ground  troops  for  the 
imperialists. 

From  the  start  of  the  bombardment, 
we  said  that  workers  around  the  world 
should  take  a stand  for  the  defense  of 
Libya  against  the  imperialist  powers, 
without  giving  any  political  support  to 
the  Qaddafi  regime.  We  noted  that  the 
imperialist  intervention,  cynically  launched 
in  the  name  of  protecting  civilians,  would 
slaughter  countless  men,  women  and 
children. 

Last  month,  a UN  Commission  of 


Inquiry  declared  that  the  “rebels”  had 
engaged  in  war  crimes  during  the  NATO 
offensive  by  carrying  out  such  acts  as  tor- 
ture of  suspected  opponents  and  revenge 
attacks  directed  against  entire  communi- 
ties. Recurring  throughout  the  litany  of 
atrocities  in  the  UN  report  are  lynch- 
ings,  beatings  and  racist  abuse  directed 
by  the  imperialist-backed  forces  against 
dark-skinned  Libyans  and  black  Africans. 


Those  forces  have  plumbed  new  depths 
in  the  legacy  of  racism  that  was  fostered 
under  Qaddafi’s  regime,  which  had  sub- 
jected black  African  migrant  workers  to 
arbitrary  arrest  and  deportation — and  at 
times  outright  pogromist  attacks — while 
using  them  as  scapegoats  for  unemploy- 
ment and  other  ills.  The  rebels,  as  they 
seized  areas  formerly  held  by  the  Qad- 
dafi government,  carried  out  their  own 
pogroms  against  black  Africans,  whom 
they  labeled  as  pro-Qaddafi  mercenaries. 

In  one  case  described  in  detail  by  the 
UN  Commission,  the  Libyan  opposi- 
tion in  August  201 1 attacked  the  town  of 
Tawergha  southeast  of  Tripoli  and,  with 


the  support  of  NATO  bombing,  drove 
out  all  of  its  30,000  residents.  These 
were  mainly  black  descendants  of  slaves 
brought  by  Arab  slave-traders  to  this  part 
of  North  Africa  in  the  18th  and  19th  cen- 
turies. Much  of  the  town  was  razed,  and 
the  word  “slave"  was  scrawled  on  the 
walls  of  buildings  left  standing.  Refugees 
from  Tawergha  were  pursued  throughout 
the  country,  including  in  refugee  camps, 


and  rounded  up  to  be  tortured  or  killed. 
Scores  of  Tawerghan  men  and  women 
told  of  being  forced  to  crawl  on  all  fours 
and  bark  while  the  rebels  called  them 
"dogs”  or  forced  them  to  acknowledge 
their  tormentors  as  their  slave  masters. 

The  victory  of  the  anti-Qaddafi  ground 
forces  was  made  possible  by  the  cam- 
paign of  NATO  air  bombardment — by 
official  count,  some  7,700  bombs  and 
missiles  were  unleashed  on  the  coun- 
try— that  left  its  own  trail  of  slaughter  of 
civilians.  In  a single  attack  on  the  village 
of  Majer,  east  of  Tripoli,  some  34  civil- 
ians were  slaughtered  on  8 August  201 1 
when  NATO  warplanes  dropped  a series 


of  laser-guided,  500-pound  bombs 
on  three  homes.  Contrast  that  wan- 
ton destruction  of  human  life  with 
the  imperialists’  painstaking  care 
to  avoid  the  slightest  impairment 
of  Libya’s  40  critical  oil  and  gas 
fields:  The  only  damage  to  speak  of, 
throughout  the  entire  war,  was  at  an 
oil  field  in  the  east  where  a trans- 
former got  knocked  out.  The  mas- 
sacre at  Majer  included  a tactic  that 
survivors  at  several  other  sites  also 
recounted:  NATO  bombers  would 
restrike  targets  minutes  after  the  first 
attack,  thus  dropping  high-explosive 
ordnance  on  doctors  and  other  civil- 
ians rushing  to  aid  the  wounded.  The 
word  for  this  is  terrorism. 

Following  the  capture  and  grue- 
some murder  of  Qaddafi  last  Octo- 
ber, a gloating  President  Obama 
proclaimed:  “The  Libyan  people 
can  now  celebrate  their  freedom.” 
In  fact,  much  of  the  population  has 
been  subjected  to  an  all-sided  reign 
of  terror.  A provisional  government, 
the  National  Transitional  Council 
(NTC),  oversees  the  flow  of  oil, 
negotiating  lucrative  contracts  with 
the  oil  multinationals,  and  controls 
the  billions  in  assets  of  the  Qaddafi 
regime  that  the  imperialists  had  fro- 
zen. Meanwhile,  in  addition  to  the 
NTC's  official  army,  hundreds  of 
militias  and  tribal-based  groups  through- 
out the  country  are  jostling  for  power — 
and  a share  of  the  wealth — while  gun- 
ning down  rivals,  imprisoning  suspected 
opponents  and  inflicting  hideous  tortures 
on  a vast  scale. 

Reports  coming  from  some  Western 
bourgeois  liberal  organizations  offer  a 
glimpse  of  the  atrocities.  A January  26 
article  by  Amnesty  International  titled 
"Libya:  Deaths  of  Detainees  Amid  Wide- 
spread Torture”  reported  on  the  torture  of 
Libyans  and  migrant  workers  from  sub- 
Saharan  African  countries  being  carried 
out  in  detention  centers  in  Tripoli  and 
other  cities  by  “officially  recognized  mili- 
tary and  security  entities  as  well  fas]  by 
a multitude  of  armed  militias  operating 
outside  any  legal  framework.”  Doctors 
Without  Borders/Medecins  Sans  Fron- 
tieres  (MSF)  announced  in  January  that 
it  was  ceasing  operations  in  the  city  of 
Misurata  after  having  treated  over  100 
people  with  torture-inflicted  wounds, 
since  detainees  were  being  brought  for 
medical  treatment  simply  to  make  them 
fit  for  further  torture  sessions.  Since  MSF 
pulled  out,  local  medics  have  continued 
treating  torture  victims.  One  told  of  see- 
ing nine  prisoners  whose  genitalia  had 
been  cut  off  (Associated  Press,  3 March). 

The  perpetrators  of  these  acts  represent 
the  “free  Libya”  forces  that  were  hailed 
in  Washington,  London,  Paris  and  other 
imperialist  capitals.  Echoing  the  capitalist 
media  in  the  U.S.  and  elsewhere,  which 
portrayed  the  opposition  to  Qaddafi  as  the 
Libyan  component  of  the  “Arab  Spring," 
were  reformist  leftists,  from  the  New 
Anti-Capitalist  Party  in  France  and  the 
British  Socialist  Workers  Party  to  the 
International  Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
in  the  U.S.  Just  two  days  before  the  impe- 
rialists launched  the  bombing  campaign 
that  the  rebel  forces  had  been  clamoring 
for.  the  ISO  posted  a 17  March  2011  arti- 
cle on  its  Web  site  that  enthused  over  the 
Libyan  “rebellion.” 

The  ISO  subsequently  tried  to  cover 
its  tracks  by  feigning  to  discover  that, 
some  time  after  the  start  of  the  NATO 
continued  on  page  11 
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Refugees  from  Libya  reach  Lampedusa,  Italy.  While  pounding  Libya  with 
bomb  attacks,  NATO  left  scores  of  refugees  to  die  at  sea. 
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Trayvon  Martin  Case: 
Black  Oppression 
and  Gun  Laws  in  America 


On  February  26.  17-year-old  Trayvon 
Martin  was  gunned  down  in  cold  blood 
by  a racist  vigilante  in  Sanford.  Florida. 
For  six  weeks,  state  authorities  allowed 
the  killer.  George  Zimmerman,  to  walk 
the  streets.  Amid  an  outpouring  of  nation- 
wide protest  sparked  by  Martin's  parents' 
desire  merely  to  see  Zimmerman  forced 
to  answer  charges  in  court,  he  was  finally 
indicted  for  second-degree  murder  on 
April  11  and  jailed.  With  Zimmerman’s 
arraignment  scheduled  for  May  8,  he  has 
been  released  on  a $150,000  bond. 

After  Zimmerman's  arrest,  the  liberal 
bourgeois  press  breathed  a collective 
sigh  of  relief,  concerned  that  black  peo- 
ple, for  whom  this  country  remains  the 
same  "American  nightmare"  described 
by  Malcolm  X nearly  50  years  ago, 
weren’t  buying  the  myth  of  a “post-racial 
America."  Black  New  York  Times  col- 
umnist Charles  Blow,  who  has  often 
compellingly  described  the  racist  work- 
ings of  the  criminal  justice  system, 
declared:  "The  wheels  of  justice  are 
finally  turning....  In  this  case,  America 
seems  to  be  finally  getting  it  right  be- 
cause equal  justice  under  the  law  is  one 
of  her  greatest  ideals"  ("Justice  for  Tray- 
von," 13  April). 

There  is  no  justice  for  the  black  masses 
in  racist  America!  Like  countless  black 
men,  women  and  children  before  him, 
Trayvon  Martin  was  the  victim  of  a capi- 
talist system  that  was  built  on  slavery  and 
is  maintained  on  a bedrock  of  black 
oppression.  Since  the  beginning  of  the 
year,  the  list  of  black  people  killed  by 
cops  includes  Ramarley  Graham  in  the 
Bronx.  Stephon  Watts  and  Rekia  Boyd 
in  the  Chicago  area,  and  Dane  Scott 
Jr.  in  Oklahoma.  This  time  it  was  wan- 
nabe cop  Zimmerman,  rather  than  the 
police  themselves,  who  targeted  Trayvon 
and  pulled  the  trigger.  We  can’t  pre- 
dict the  outcome  of  Zimmerman’s  trial — 
if  one  actually  takes  place.  But  until 
America’s  capitalist  rulers  are  swept 
away  by  proletarian  socialist  revolution, 
there  will  be  no  justice  for  Trayvon 
Martin  nor  for  the  multitudes  of  black 
and  Latino  youth,  who  on  a daily  basis 
are  stalked  by  the  cops,  stopped,  frisked, 
beaten  and,  if  they  survive  the  encoun- 
ter, framed  up  and  railroaded  to  prison 
hell. 

It  took  some  weeks  before  Trayvon’s 
killing  was  widely  known.  Then  what  fol- 
lowed was  an  outpouring  of  goodwill  for 
the  family  and  protests  tying  the  killing 
to  the  racist  victimization  of  black  youth 
everywhere.  His  parents,  Tracy  Martin 
and  Sybrina  Fulton,  made  the  rounds  of 
news  shows.  Hip-hop/reggae  artist  Wyclef 
Jean  composed  a song  for  Trayvon.  Hood- 
ies were  widely  worn  on  campuses  and 
even  in  churches  to  protest  racist  profil- 
ing. Sympathetic  accounts  were  initially 
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April  1 Miami  rally:  Trayvon  Martin  killing  has  become  focus  of  anger  over  murder- 
ous racist  violence.  Rekia  Boyd,  shot  by  off-duty  Chicago  cop,  died  on  March  22. 
Ramarley  Graham  was  gunned  down  by  cops  in  the  Bronx  on  February  2. 


Rekia  Boyd 


Myspace 

Ramarley  Graham 


Martin  Family 

Trayvon  Martin 


No  to  Gun  Control! 

Down  With  Racist  Vigilantism! 


splashed  on  newspaper  front  pages  across 
the  country,  some  of  which  alluded  to 
the  routine  cop  terrorization  of  ghettoized 
youth. 

But  more  recently,  a vicious  racist 
backlash  has  been  gaining  steam.  Efforts 
to  portray  Trayvon  Martin  as  a thug  pro- 
liferated, starting  with  the  release  of 
school  records  showing  that  he  had  been 
temporarily  suspended  for  having  some 
marijuana  residue  in  a baggie  inside  his 
book  bag.  The  Web  site  of  right-wing 


columnist  Michelle  Malkin  posted  a pic- 
ture, falsely  identified  as  Trayvon  Mar- 
tin, of  a shirtless  black  teen  with  his 
boxers  hanging  out  of  his  pants  Hipping 
the  bird  to  the  camera.  Meanwhile,  reac- 
tionary media  mouthpiece  Ann  Coulter 
has  denounced  press  coverage  of  calls 
for  Zimmerman’s  arrest  as  "a  lynch 
mob."  Amid  the  media  blitz  equating 
black  youth  lifestyles  with  criminality,  an 
eighth-grade  teacher  in  Michigan  was 
fired  for  encouraging  students  to  plan  a 


wear-a-hoodie-to-school  day  in  honor  of 
Martin  and  advocating  they  raise  money 
for  his  family. 

Gun  Control  Kills  Blacks 

Providing  some  high-toned  fuel  for  the 
racist  backlash  was  a Wall  Street  Journal 
(6  April)  opinion  piece,  "The  Exploita- 
tion of  Trayvon  Martin,"  by  black  con- 
servative Shelby  Steele,  who  argued: 
"America  has  greatly  evolved  since  the 
continued  on  page  4 
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From  the  Archives  of  Marxism 


“Young  People,  Study  Politics!” 

From  May  Day  Speech  by  Leon  Trotsky 


Below  is  an  excerpt  from  a 1924  speech 
on  the  eve  of  May  Day  delivered  to  young 
Communist  workers  and  Red  Army  veter- 
ans by  Leon  Trotsky,  co-leader  with  V.I. 
Lenin  of  the  October  Revolution  of  1917. 
May  Day  originated  in  the  1880s  in  the 
U.S.  with  the  struggle  for  the  eight-hour 
day  and  was  soon  adopted  by  the  Sec- 
ond (Socialist)  International  as  an  annual 
workers  celebration.  However,  the  Second 
International  would  go  on  to  definitively 
betray  the  interests  of  the  working  class 
when  its  parties  (with  the  notable  excep- 
tions of  the  Russian  Bolsheviks,  Serbian 
Social  Democrats  and  the  Bulgarian  “Nar- 
row" Socialists)  supported  their  “own" 
bourgeois  rulers  in  the  interimperialist 
World  War  I.  To  this  day.  the  struggle  for 
the  eight-hour  day  remains  a vital  task  of 
the  labor  movement  in  the  U.S.  and  else- 
where, as  workers  are  increasingly  driven 
by  the  capitalists  to  risk  life  and  limb  by 
working  eleven-  and  twelve-hour  days  or 
taking  multiple  jobs  to  make  ends  meet. 

Trotsky’s  speech  addressed  the  need  for 
political  and  technical  training  of  young 
workers  and  soldiers  in  the  Soviet  work- 
ers state,  which  throughout  its  existence 
faced  imperialist  powers  intent  on  its 
destruction.  Trotsky  was  Soviet  Commis- 
sar of  War  at  the  time,  but  he  would  soon 
be  driven  from  that  position  by  the  devel- 
oping bureaucracy  under  J.  V.  Stalin.  The 
speech  appears  in  Trotsky’s  Problems  of 
Everyday  Life  (Monad  Press.  1973). 


Who  inaugurated  the  celebration  of 
May  Day  thirty-five  years  ago?  The  Social 
Democrats.  Who  is  at  the  head  of  the 
German  Republic?  The  Social  Democrat 
Ebert.  What  is  the  point?  The  point  is  that 
the  new  revolutionary  generation  of  the 
working  class  in  Europe  is  growing  more 
and  more  thoroughly  filled  with  hatred 
for  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie,  and  that 


Basil  Blackwell,  Inc. 

Red  Army  commander  Leon  Trotsky 
rallies  troops,  1920. 


over  there  in  Europe,  democratic  Menshe- 
vism  is  the  last  instrument  the  bourgeoisie 
has  for  keeping  the  working  masses  down. 

And  we  see  that  those  very  govern- 
ments that  reproached  us  communists 
for  openly  saying  that  only  the  transfer 
of  power  into  the  hands  of  the  working 
people  could  abolish  the  rule  of  capi- 
tal, those  very  same  governments  that 
belong  to  the  parties  that  inaugurated 


which  we  must  absorb  from  our  earliest 
years,  because  national  chauvinism  and 
national  hatred  are  the  poison  with  which 
the  bourgeoisie  pollutes  the  minds  of  the 
working  people?  I demand  to  know  where 
this  slogan  of  the  May  Day  celebration 
has  been  put  into  effect  more  fully  than  in 
our  country.  I have  been  in  Caucasia,  that 
backward  region.  There  are  three  main 
republics  there  and  dozens  of  backward 


Frank  Leslie's  Illustrated  Newspaper 

Chicago,  4 May  1886:  Workers  gunned  down  by  police  in  Haymarket  Square 
amid  struggle  for  eight-hour  day,  marking  origins  of  May  Day. 


the  May  Day  celebrations,  are  forbidding 
the  workers  to  go  into  the  streets  with 
the  slogans  of  international  brotherhood 
and  the  eight-hour  working  day.  And  the 
same  telegrams  report  that  the  German 
Young  Communists,  the  young  people  of 
Germany  and  those  of  France,  too.  are 
nevertheless  doing  all  they  can  to  be  able 
to  go  out  into  the  streets  of  their  cities 
with  slogans  of  protest  and  struggle. 

What  are  these  slogans?  The  slogan 
laid  down  for  May  Day  thirty-five  years 
ago — the  eight-hour  working  day — was 
achieved  almost  everywhere  i,n  Europe 
after  the  war;  but  in  recent  years  the 
working  day  has  been  lengthened.  If  there 
were  a country  that  had  the  right,  if  there 
were  a working  class  that  had  the  right  to 
demand  of  itself  and  of  its  sons  a working 
day  longer  than  eight  hours,  then  it  would 
be  our  country,  exhausted  and  devastated, 
working  not  for  the  bourgeoisie  but  for 
itself — and  yet  in  our  country  the  eight- 
hour  working  day  remains  a precondition, 
based  on  the  laws  of  the  republic,  for  the 
moral  and  spiritual  advance  and  develop- 
ment of  the  working  masses. 

And  on  May  Day  we  hurl  this  fact  in 
the  face  of  Europe’s  capitalist,  lying,  thor- 
oughly hypocritical  bourgeois  democracy. 
What  sort  of  democracy  is  it  for  the  work- 
ing people  if  they  are  merely  promised  the 
eight-hour  working  day?  And  what  of  the 
fraternity  of  the  peoples,  respect  for  the 
working  people  of  other  nationalities,  who 
speak  other  languages,  fraternal  feelings 


nationalities.  That  region  was  bled  white 
by  wars.  But  now  the  young  generation 
there  is  learning  to  work  and  to  create 
culture  on  the  basis  of  cooperation  among 
all  the  different  nationalities.  Have  not  we, 
the  workers’  republic,  the  right  to  contrast, 
with  justified  pride,  this  backward  Cau- 
casia, which  has  been  restored  and  given 
new  life  by  the  Soviet  power,  to  any  of 
the  cultured  countries  of  Europe,  where  on 
every  frontier  there  is  hatred,  enmity,  and 
danger  of  new  armed  conflicts? 

And  the  third  slogan  by  which  the  Social 
Democrats  swore  thirty-five  years  ago, 
the  slogan  of  struggle  against  militarism? 
Now  in  power  in  Britain  is  the  Menshe- 
vik Labour  Government  of  MacDonald. 


What  is  it  spending  on  arms?  It  is  spend- 
ing 1,150  million  gold  rubles  a year.  That 
is  four  or  five  times  as  much  as  we  spend. 
Britain  has  40  million  people,  we  have  130 
million.  MacDonald  may  say  that  we  are 
the  poorer  country  and  so,  of  course,  we 
spend  less.  But,  Comrades,  if  we  are  the 
poorer,  that  means  that  we  are  threatened 
by  greater  danger,  for  throughout  history  it 
has  always  happened  that  rich  peoples,  led 
by  their  rich  ruling  classes,  have  conquered 
and  subjected  poorer  and  more  backward 
ones.  China  will  not  fall  upon  Britain  and 
the  United  States,  but  the  wealthy  United 
States  and  Britain  may  crush  China. 

If  we  did  not  have  Soviet  power — the 
power  of  the  workers  and  peasants,  of 
the  Communist  Party  boldly  marching 
onward  to  battle — our  country,  weakened 
and  exhausted  by  the  imperialist  war, 
would  long  ago  have  been  torn  to  pieces 
by  the  barbarians  of  world  imperialism. 
And  when  those  very  same  Mensheviks 
reproach  us  for  giving  military  training 
to  our  young  people,  for  building  the  Red 
Army,  when  they  tell  us:  "You,  too,  are 
militarists,"  then  it  is  sufficient  for  us  to 
contrast  the  states  that  surround  us  with 
the  first  republic  of  labor  in  the  world, 
surrounded  for  the  last  seven  years  by 
irreconcilable  and  ruthless  foes. 

If  they  are  recognizing  us  now.  and  if 
we  are  carrying  on  negotiations  in  Lon- 
don today,  it  must  not  be  supposed  that  the 
world  bourgeoisie  has  become  better  dis- 
posed towards  the  republic  of  workers  and 
peasants.  A change  of  tactics  does  not  do 
away  with  the  hatred  felt  by  the  bourgeoi- 
sie of  all  countries  for  the  republic  where 
the  rising  generation  of  working  people 
is  growing  up  in  a new  atmosphere,  with 
new  ideals — for  we  are  overthrowing  the 
old  ideals  in  so  far  as  we  are  teaching  the 
young  generation  to  have  confidence  in 
the  power  of  the  world  working  class.  The 
world  bourgeoisie  will  never  reconcile 
itself  to  this.  ■ 
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3 April  2012 

Dear  WV, 

I am  troubled  by  a new  position  taken 
up  in  WV#999  in  the  article  on  the  racist 
murder  of  Tray  von  Martin.  While  uphold- 
ing the  basic  Marxist  position  of  opposing 
gun  control  (i.e.  the  bourgeoisie’s  monop- 
oly of  violence),  we  say  “we  oppose  the 
’stand  your  ground’  law,  which,  in  remov- 
ing retreat  as  a criterion  for  self-defense, 
sanctions  vigilantism.  including  murder.” 

As  we  state  in  the  Programmatic  State- 
ment of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.:  "We 
vigorously  oppose  calls  on  the  capitalist 
state  to  pass  laws  against  ‘extremists’ 
(e.g.,  demands  to  ‘ban  the  Klan’).’’  Our 
answer  to  racist  vigilantism  is  “for  the 
perspective  of  labor/black  mobilizations, 
centered  on  the  social  power  of  the  trade 
unions,  to  stop  KKK/Nazi  terror...  [And| 
stand  for  labor-centered  mobilizations  to 
protest  particular  police  atrocities." 

The  “stand  your  ground”  law  in  Flor- 
ida has  nothing  to  do  with  the  state's 
monopoly  of  violence.  If  a black  man, 
under  Florida  law,  were  to  lethally  shoot 
a racist  vigilante  when  he  “reasonably 
believes  that  such  force  is  necessary  to 
prevent  imminent  death  or  great  bodily 
harm  to  himself’,  could  not  the  “stand 
your  ground"  law  be  used  in  his  defense? 

What  "sanctions  vigilantism"  is  decay- 
ing capitalism.  In  this  country  no  inves- 


tigation, no  police  reform,  no  law,  no 
federal  intervention,  no  black  president 
will  rid  this  country  of  racist  vigilantism, 
repression  and  murder.  Nothing  short  of 
integrated  proletarian  leadership  prem- 
ised on  the  understanding  that  black 
freedom  requires  smashing  the  capital- 
ist system  and  the  establishment  of  an 
international  socialist  planned  economy, 
can  eradicate  racism,  poverty  and  hunger 
from  the  planet. 

Comradely, 

Martin  B. 

WV  replies: 

The  objections  raised  by  our  subscriber 
Martin  B.  are  answered  in  this  issue’s 
front-page  article.  ■ 


CORRECTION 

Our  front-page  article  on  Trayvon 
Martin  in  WV  No.  999  (30  March) 
contained  some  factual  errors.  Tray- 
von Martin  was  taller,  not  shorter, 
than  George  Zimmerman  and  20, 
not  nearly  100,  pounds  lighter.  We 
also  stated  that  Zimmerman  made 
46  calls  to  911  this  year.  Accord- 
ing to  a correction  in  the  New  York 
Times  (6  April),  the  calls  were  made 
over  the  course  of  about  eight  years. 
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Revitalize  the  Unions! 

For  Class-Struggle  Leadership! 


Transit  Workers  Under  the  Gun 


New  York  City 

Emboldened  by  the  anti-union  offensive 
against  public  employees  in  Wisconsin, 
Indiana  and  many  other  states,  the  Met- 
ropolitan Transit  Authority  (MTA)  has 
in  its  crosshairs  the  34,000  NYC  subway 
and  bus  workers  organized  in  Transport 
Workers  Union  (TWU)  Local  100.  With 
negotiations  over  the  union  contract  that 
expired  on  January  15  dragging  out.  the 
transit  bosses  have  not  wavered  in  their 
major  giveback  demands:  a three-year 
wage  freeze,  the  near-doubling  of  worker- 
paid  health  care  costs  and  the  creation  of 
additional  workforce  tiers.  From  slashed 
wages  and  looted  pensions  to  massive 
job  cuts,  public  workers  in  New  York 
and  across  the  country  are  facing  simi- 
lar attacks  carried  out  by  both  Democrats 
and  Republicans. 

But  Local  100  is  not  just  any  municipal 
workers  union.  For  more  than  a century. 
New  York’s  mass  transit  system  has  been 
integral  to  the  city's  economy.  To  this  day, 
commerce  in  the  financial  center  of  U.S. 
imperialism  remains  heavily  reliant  on 
the  dense  subway  and  bus  network  and 
the  commuter  rail  lines  that  feed  it.  When 
transit  workers  withhold  their  labor,  it 
causes  a crisis  for  the  city  bosses. 

A transit  strike  in  1966  brought  the 
bosses  and  bankers  to  their  knees,  win- 
ning a pension  for  workers  after  20  years 
of  service  and  setting  the  standard  for 
better  wages  and  working  conditions 
throughout  the  city.  It  reduced  the  New 
York  State  Condon-Wadlin  Act,  which 
banned  strikes  by  government  employ- 
ees, to  a paper  tiger.  Strikes  in  1980 
and  2005,  deemed  “illegal”  by  the  capi- 
talist rulers  but  widely  popular  among 
working  people  and  the  poor,  also  put 
the  union’s  might  on  display.  However, 
the  TWU  tops  caved  in  to  the  bosses 
and  their  political  and  judicial  enforcers, 
folding  the  strikes  as  the  bourgeoisie  was 
really  beginning  to  feel  the  pinch. 

Today,  Local  100  finds  itself  in  a weak- 
ened state,  thanks  in  no  small  part  to  the 
disastrous  policies  of  its  leadership.  The 
union  is  still  deeply  fractured  from  the 
betrayal  of  the  2005  strike,  which  was 
called  off  by  Local  100  president  Roger 
Toussaint  without  a contract  in  hand  or  an 
amnesty  protecting  strikers  and  the  union 
from  the  reprisals  that  soon  followed. 
Recently,  Toussaint  and  his  successor  as 
Local  100  president,  John  Samuelsen, 
have  taken  to  pleading  their  grievances 
against  one  another  through  interviews 
with  the  Wall  Street  Journal , the  house 
organ  of  the  capitalist  class  enemy. 

Samuelsen  goes  so  far  as  to  disavow 
the  2005  strike,  declaring  it  “detrimental 
to  the  union’s  ongoing  ability  to  organize 
members  in  a fight-back.”  It  is  all  too 
typical  of  labor’s  misleaders  to  renounce 
strikes  and  other  tools  of  labor  struggle, 
which  are  central  to  the  very  existence 
of  unions.  Consequently,  in  New  York 
transit  workers  face  the  losing  proposi- 
tion of  either  binding  arbitration,  where 
the  bosses  call  the  shots,  or  a negotiated 
sellout  in  the  stalled  contract  talks. 

Against  this  backdrop,  it  is  not  uncom- 
mon to  hear  transit  workers  question  the 
value  of  even  having  a union.  It  is  a mistake 
to  identify  the  unions — the  basic  defense 
organizations  of  the  working  class — with 
their  pro-capitalist  misleadership.  whose 
policies  impede  the  ranks  from  resisting 
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the  attacks  of  their  exploiters.  While  those 
like  Toussaint  and  Samuelsen  may  have 
their  differences  on  secondary  matters, 
the  union  bureaucrats  are  in  full  agree- 
ment on  the  essentials,  namely,  adherence 
to  the  capitalist  profit  system.  Politically, 
this  is  expressed  through  support  to  the 
Democratic  Party,  which  no  less  than  the 
Republicans  is  a party  of  capitalist  rule. 

The  unions,  which  have  been  gravely 
undermined  by  the  labor  tops,  were  built 
through  fierce  class  battles  involving 
mass  pickets  and  secondary  boycotts 
in  defiance  of  anti-labor  laws  and  court 
injunctions.  Revitalizing  them  will  take 
the  same  kind  of  hard  class  struggle.  And 
that  will  pose  a fight  to  oust  the  hidebound 
labor  officials  and  replace  them  with  a 
new  leadership,  one  that  understands  that 
the  working  class  and  the  capitalist  class 
have  no  common  interests.  Such  a class- 
struggle  leadership  would  play  a crucial 
role  in  building  a workers  party  that  fights 
for  a workers  government. 


pitted  workers  against  the  owners  of  the 
private  lines  that  evolved  into  the  current 
municipal  system.  Strikers  risked  their 
lives  in  pitched  street  battles  with  cops, 
company  agents  and  National  Guardsmen. 

Organized  by  Mike  Quill  as  well  as 
other  Communist  Party  (CP)  support- 
ers and  Irish  Republicans,  the  TWU 
emerged  amid  the  outpouring  of  class 
militancy  across  the  country  that  would 
give  rise  to  the  CIO.  Erupting  in  the 
period  of  the  Great  Depression,  this  mili- 
tancy reflected  a broader  social  ferment 
out  of  which  a workers  party  could  have 
taken  root.  But  the  very  leaders  of  the 
new  industrial  union  movement,  not  least 
the  CP  Stalinists,  crippled  it  through 
their  support  to  Roosevelt’s  Democratic 
Party  and  its  “New  Deal  coalition.” 

Quill  himself  was  repeatedly  elected  to 
the  New  York  City  Council  as  a part  of 
the  New  Deal  coalition.  He  continued  his 
political  service  to  the  ruling  class  in  the 
post-World  War  II  Cold  War  against  the 


Soviet  Union,  breaking  with  the  CP  and 
launching  an  anti-Communist  purge  of 
the  TWU.  Throughout  Quill’s  career,  he 
worked  in  cahoots  with  the  city’s  Demo- 
cratic Party  machine.  It  is  no  accident  that 
the  first  citywide  TWU  strike  coincided 
with  the  inauguration  of  liberal  Republi- 
can mayor  John  Lindsay  in  1966. 

On  the  eve  of  the  strike,  Quill  ripped  up 
an  anti-strike  court  order.  He  is  especially 
known  for  going  to  jail  rather  than  calling 
off  the  strike,  proclaiming,  "The  judge  can 
drop  dead  in  his  black  robes."  The  union 
returned  to  work  only  on  the  condition 
that  there  would  be  no  reprisals,  forcing 
the  government  to  revoke  its  threats  to  fire 
strikers  under  the  Condon-Wadlin  Act. 
Soon  after,  the  law  was  repealed.  How- 
ever. Republican  governor  Nelson  Rocke- 
feller announced  that  he  was  “determined 
that  this  should  never  happen  again,”  and 
in  1967  the  Taylor  Law  was  enacted,  sub- 
stituting massive  fines  of  union  members 
and  the  union  itself  for  mass  firings  as 
penalties  for  striking. 

Backed  by  the  rest  of  labor,  strike 
action  by  transit  workers,  teachers,  sanita- 
tion or  other  public  workers  could  render 
the  Taylor  Law  a dead  letter.  In  the  course 
of  such  a struggle,  the  unions  would  need 
to  draw  behind  them  the  ghetto  and  bar- 
rio poor,  who  suffer  disproportionately 
from  the  service  cuts  that  accompany  the 
attacks  on  public  workers.  Mobilizing  the 
power  of  labor  to  champion  the  interests 
of  the  oppressed  would  also  strike  a blow 
against  the  racial  and  ethnic  hostilities 
whipped  up  by  the  rulers  to  divide  and 
weaken  working  people. 

The  Sellout  of  the  2005  Strike 

The  December  2005  strike  was  reluc- 
tantly called  by  the  Toussaint  leadership, 
which  was  caught  between  an  intransi- 
gent MTA  on  the  one  side  and  a restive 
membership  on  the  other.  Unfolding  at 
the  height  of  the  holiday  shopping  season, 
the  walkout  stunned  the  arrogant  capital- 
ist rulers  and  drew  immediate  blowback 
from  the  government.  As  Democratic 
state  attorney  general  Eliot  Spitzer  moved 
to  issue  a series  of  Taylor  Law  injunctions, 
a chorus  of  bourgeois  politicians  and 
their  media  mouthpieces  railed  against 
the  strikers.  Billionaire  mayor  Michael 
Bloomberg  called  strike  leaders  "thug- 
gish”  in  a clear  attempt  to  stir  up  racist 
animosity  against  Local  100,  whose  mem- 
bership is  heavily  black  and  immigrant, 
and  its  leader  Toussaint,  who  was  born  in 
Trinidad. 

continued  on  page  10 


Why  Workers  Risked  Their  Lives 
for  a Union 

The  TWU's  own  history  shows  that  a 
union  makes  a life-and-death  difference  in 
the  workplace.  Before  the  TWU  was 
forged  in  the  1930s,  the  largely  immigrant, 
mainly  Irish  workforce  was  subject  to 
poverty-level  wages,  brutal  management 
practices  and  deadly  conditions.  Seven- 
day  workweeks  and  split  shifts  spanning 
14  hours  were  commonplace.  Dozens  of 
transit  workers  died  on  the  job  each  year. 
With  the  union,  workers  won  a means  to 
wrest  a living  wage  from  the  transit  bosses, 
beat  back  punitive  measures  and  assert 
some  control  over  safety. 

The  establishment  of  the  TWU  as 
an  industrial  union  was  the  culmina- 
tion of  many  decades  of  bitter  struggle. 
Beginning  with  organizing  drives  by  the 
Knights  of  Labor  at  the  end  of  the  19th 
century,  trolley,  bus  and  subway  strikes 
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Trayvon... 

(continued  from  page  J) 

1960s.  There  are  no  longer  any  respect- 
able advocates  of  racial  segregation."  His 
conclusion:  "Blacks  today  are  nine  times 
more  likely  to  be  killed  by  other  blacks 
than  by  whites,”  so  why  not  "a  movement 
against  blacks  who  kill  other  blacks"?  Bill 
Cosby  chimed  in  by  telling  CNN  that  the 
debate  over  Trayvon  Martin’s  killing  by  a 
neighborhood  watch  volunteer  should  be 
focused  on  guns,  not  race. 

These  despicable  comments  by  Cosby, 
who  likes  to  lecture  black  people  that 
they're  responsible  for  their  own  op- 
pression, were  echoed  in  one  way  or 
another  by  a cadre  of  liberal  pundits 
and  black  Democratic  Party  politicians 
railing  against  the  proliferation  of  guns. 
Liberals  are  especially  trying  to  steer 
opposition  to  Florida’s  “Stand  Your 
Ground”  law,  under  which  Zimmerman 
claimed  self-defense,  into  assaults  on 
the  Second  Amendment  right  to  bear 
arms.  This  view  was  expressed  by  labor 
bureaucrat  George  Gresham  of  SEIU 
1199  in  the  “Union  Matters”  column  in 
the  Amsterdam  News  (12  April),  in  which 
he  called  to  put  on  trial  “Florida’s  shoot- 
first  ‘Stand  Your  Ground’  law  and  the 
dangerous  prevalence  of  handguns  in  our 
nation." 

In  “Trayvon  Martin:  Killed  for  Being 
Black  in  America”  (WV  No.  999,  30 
March),  we  explained  why  as  Marxists 
we  oppose  Florida's  Stand  Your  Ground 
law,  “which,  in  removing  retreat  as  a 
criterion  for  self-defense,  sanctions  vigi- 
lantism,  including  murder.”  At  the  same 
time,  we  stressed  that  “the  working  class 
and  the  black  population  must  zealously 
defend  the  Constitutional  right  to  bear 
arms,  a product  of  the  Revolutionary  War 
against  British  colonial  rule.”  Upholding 
the  right  to  armed  self-defense.  Marx- 
ists oppose  gun  control  laws,  which  are  a 
means  to  enforce  a monopoly  of  violence 
in  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  state.  Gun 
control  leaves  guns  in  the  hands  of  cops, 
criminals,  vigilantes  and  Klansmen.  Gun 
control  kills,  and  it  kills  black  people  in 
particular. 

In  the  post-Civil  War  Reconstruction 
period,  the  most  democratic  period  for 
black  people  in  America's  history,  many 
recalcitrant  Southern  state  governments 
tried  to  outlaw  possession  of  firearms  by 
blacks.  In  response,  the  federal  Freed- 
men’s  Bureau  widely  distributed  circu- 
lars that  read  in  part,  “All  men,  without 
distinction  of  color,  have  the  right  to  keep 
arms  to  defend  their  homes,  families,  or 
themselves.” 

The  Northern  bourgeoisie,  acting  on 
its  class  interests,  went  on  to  make  peace 
with  the  Southern  planters,  and  blacks 
were  forced  into  backbreaking  labor 
on  the  land  as  sharecroppers  and  ten- 
ant farmers.  Following  the  end  of  Union 
Army  occupation  of  the  South  during 
Reconstruction,  naked  white-supremacist 
rule  was  restored.  Jim  Crow  segregation 
was  enforced  by  police-state  repression, 
supplemented  by  the  extralegal  terror  of 
the  Ku  Klux  Klan.  As  race-terror  swept 
the  South  in  the  late  19th  century,  anti- 
lynching crusader  Ida  B.  Wells  wrote: 
"The  only  times  an  Afro-American  who 
was  assaulted  got  away  has  been  when 
he  had  a gun  and  used  it  in  self-defense. 
“The  lesson  this  teaches  and  which  every 
Afro  American  should  ponder  well, 
is  that  a Winchester  rifle  should  have 


a place  of  honor  in  every  black  home, 
and  it  should  be  used  for  that  protection 
which  the  law  refuses  to  give." 

— quoted  in  Southern  Horrors 
and  Other  Writings:  The 
Anti-Lynching  Campaign  of 
Ida  B.  Wells,  1892-1900 
(Jacqueline  J.  Royster,  ed.  [1997)) 

Black  self-defense  has  historically  been 
met  with  frenzied  state  repression.  The 
earliest  20th-century  gun  control  laws 
were  passed  in  states  like  South  Carolina, 
Tennessee  and  Mississippi  as  a way  to  dis- 
arm blacks  in  the  face  of  KKK  terror. 

An  article  by  Jill  Lepore  in  the  New 
Yorker  (23  April)  aptly  points  out,  "In 


Left:  Anti-lynching 
militant  Ida  B.  Wells 
(1862-1931)  stressed 
need  for  black  people 
to  own  guns. 

Right:  Self-defense 
group  organized  by 
Robert  F.  Williams 
to  fight  KKK  terror 
in  Monroe,  North 
Carolina,  1957. 


was  called,  in  the  age  of  the  Moynihan 
report,  the  ‘Negro  problem.'  The  regula- 
tions that  are  part  of  these  laws — firearms 
restrictions,  mandatory-sentencing  guide- 
lines. abolition  of  parole,  and  the  ‘war  on 
drugs’ — are  now  generally  understood  to 
be  responsible  for  the  dramatic  rise  in  the 
U.S.  incarceration  rate." 

“Stand  Your  Ground”: 

License  to  Kill 

Florida’s  Stand  Your  Ground  law  elim- 
inated the  historic  requirement  that  in 
order  to  claim  self-defense,  a person  fac- 
ing deadly  force  must  first  try  to  remove 


■■■■■ 

Oklahoma  Historical  Society 

Tulsa,  1921:  Armed  white  civilian  stands  over  body  of  victim  of  racist  riot,  as 
blacks  are  incarcerated  at  Convention  Hall. 


the  nineteen-sixties,  gun  ownership  as  a 
constitutional  right  was  less  the  agenda  of 
the  N.R.A.  [National  Rifle  Association) 
than  of  black  nationalists.”  In  1965,  the 
New  York  City  Council  passed  a bill  espe- 
cially to  keep  Malcolm  X from  carrying  a 
carbine  for  his  protection;  he  was  assas- 
sinated shortly  afterward.  In  1967,  the 
California  legislature  banned  the  carrying 
of  a loaded  gun  after  a demonstration  by 
the  Black  Panthers,  who  were  legally  car- 
rying guns,  at  the  state  capitol  in  Sacra- 
mento. The  Panthers  had  been  patrolling 
the  Oakland  ghetto,  where  police  terror 
was  rampant. 

The  state’s  ban  was  followed  by  gun 
control  laws  nationwide,  especially  after 
the  ghetto  upheavals  that  broke  out  follow- 
ing Martin  Luther  King’s  assassination 
in  1968.  As  Lepore  notes,  gun  control, 
“along  with  a great  deal  of  subsequent 
law-and-order  legislation,  was  intended  to 
fight  crime,  control  riots,  and  solve  what 
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himself,  if  feasible,  before  himself  using 
such  force.  Passed  in  2005  amid  a cam- 
paign to  “get  tough  on  crime” — code  for 
targeting  black  people — the  law  is  an 
open  invitation  to  just  the  kind  of  racist 
vigilante  violence  that  killed  Trayvon 
Martin. 

To  see  the  racist  intent  of  Florida’s  law, 
one  need  look  no  further  than  its  authors. 
The  law  was  drafted  by  the  American 
Legislative  Exchange  Council  (ALEC), 
a right-wing  think  tank  founded  in  1973 
by  Paul  Weyrich,  who  was  also  a founder 
of  the  Heritage  Foundation  and,  with  the 
reactionary  religious  bigot  Jerry  Falwell, 
co-founder  of  the  Moral  Majority.  ALEC 
has  been  the  driving  force  behind  the 
voter  ID  laws  that  are  intended  to  over- 
whelmingly disenfranchise  black  people 
and  the  poor  and  has  played  a key  role  in 
expanding  the  burgeoning  prison  popu- 
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Iation,  pioneering  mandatory  minimum 
sentences  for  drug  offenders  and  “three 
strikes"  laws. 

Over  20  state  governments,  centered 
on  the  states  of  the  slaveholders’  Con- 
federacy, have  passed  such  laws,  with 
bipartisan  support.  In  doing  so,  they  cer- 
tainly did  not  have  black  self-defense  in 
mind.  A case  in  point  occurred  in  2005 
in  Georgia,  a "Stand  Your  Ground”  state. 
John  McNeil,  a black  man,  was  rushed  in 
front  of  his  home  by  a white  man  who 
had  been  threatening  his  family  with 
a knife.  McNeil  fired  a warning  shot 
but  his  assailant  continued  toward  him. 
McNeil  fired  again  and  killed  him.  Ini- 
tially. he  was  not  charged  in  the  killing. 
But  prosecutors  went  after  him  a year 
later,  and  now  McNeil  is  serving  a life 
sentence. 

In  Florida  and  other  states,  possess- 
ing firearms  is  illegal  for  minors  as  well 
as  for  adults  who  have  been  convicted 
on  drug  charges  or  were,  as  youths, 
judged  delinquent  on  such  charges.  Under 
racist  U.S.  “law  and  order,”  these  cate- 
gories are  overwhelmingly  applicable 
to  black  people.  Since  he  was  under  18, 
Trayvon  Martin  had  no  legal  right  to  be 
carrying  a firearm,  and  thus  no  right  to 
use  one  in  self-defense.  If  he  had  been 
armed  during  his  encounter  with  George 
Zimmerman,  he  might  be  alive  today. 
But  in  this  racist  society,  his  survival 
may  also  have  been  a ticket  to  prison  and 
possibly  death  row. 

Material  Roots  of 
Black  Oppression 

Jesse  Jackson  and  A1  Sharpton  have 
seized  on  Trayvon  Martin’s  killing  to 
trot  out  the  call  for  a "new  civil  rights 
movement,”  towing  the  reformist  “social- 
ists” in  their  slipstream.  For  decades, 
Jackson  and  Sharpton  have  promoted 
themselves  as  spokesmen  against  rac- 
ist abuse  and  police  attacks  in  order  to 
douse  the  flames  of  struggle  and  divert 
anger  among  black  people  into  Demo- 
cratic Party  electoral  politics  and  illu- 
sions in  the  capitalist  "justice"  system. 
And  this  is  precisely  their  intention  in 
regard  to  protests  over  the  Martin  killing. 
Jackson  declared  at  a press  conference 
last  month,  "I  would  hope  that  movement 
would  turn  into  Trayvon  Martin  voter- 
registration  rallies.”  Sharpton  chimed  in 
by  telling  a convention  of  his  National 
Action  Network  on  April  11,  “We  must 
make  the  justice  system  work.  Otherwise 
the  movement  is  for  nothing." 

Singing  the  same  tune  are  the  ref- 
ormists of  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO).  In  an  article  head- 
lined "Building  a New  Movement  for 
Racial  Justice"  ( Socialist  Worker  online, 
18  April),  the  ISO  calls  for  organizing  to 
demand  "justice  and  accountability  when 
African  Americans  are  brutalized — or 
worse — by  police.”  The  hard  fact  is  that 
the  police  are  "accountable"  only  to  the 
capitalist  ruling  class  that  employs  them 
to  repress  the  working  class,  black  people 
and  other  minorities  through  organized 
violence. 

Sharpton,  Jackson  and  others  have  lik- 
ened Trayvon  Martin’s  killing  to  the  1955 
lynching  in  Mississippi  of  14-year-old 
Emmett  Till  for  the  offense  of  appear- 
ing to  whistle  at  a white  woman.  The 
lynching  became  a catalyst  for  the  civil 
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Free  Tanya  McDowell  Now! 


Bridgeport: 
Tanya  McDowell 
at  March  27 
sentencing  in 
Superior  Court. 


On  February  22,  Tanya  McDowell,  a 
black  homeless  mother,  was  sentenced  to 
prison  by  a Connecticut  judge  for  "steal- 
ing” education  for  her  son.  McDowell 
had  used  her  babysitter's  address  in  a 
Norwalk  housing  project  to  register  her 
son  for  kindergarten,  but  officials  in  that 
town  deemed  her  a resident  of  Bridgeport. 
So  last  year  they  unleashed  vicious  cop- 
judicial  retribution.  First  McDowell  was 
arrested  for  "grand  larceny"  for  trying  to 
get  her  son  out  of  the  decrepit  Bridgeport 
schools.  Then,  after  her  case  attracted 
national  sympathy,  police  busted  her 
for  selling  drugs  to  an  undercover  cop. 
McDowell's  lawyer  protested  that  she 
had  been  entrapped  by  police  in  retalia- 
tion for  the  uproar  over  her  initial  arrest. 
Gwen  Samuel,  founder  of  the  Connecti- 
cut Parents  Union,  which  has  backed 
McDowell’s  case,  said  that  local  authori- 
ties "were  going  to  look  for  anything"  to 
nab  her.  “It  could  have  been  jaywalking.” 

Facing  the  threat  of  well  over  15  years 
in  prison  if  convicted  at  trial,  McDowell 
pleaded  guilty  to  both  the  grand  larceny 
and  drug  charges,  mandating  a minimum 
of  five  years  in  prison  and  a commitment 
to  pay  up  to  $6,200  in  “restitution”  to 
Norwalk.  Such  coercive  plea-bargaining 
is  standard  operating  procedure  in  the 
mass  incarceration  of  black  people  in 
capitalist  America.  Under  the  U.S.  sys- 
tem of  “justice,”  nearly  all  cases  never 
go  to  trial,  with  prosecutors  piling  on 
charges  to  pressure  defendants  to  plead 
guilty  to  lesser  ones. 

McDowell  was  victimized  for  doing 
what  countless  parents  do  to  try  to  get 
access  to  quality  schools.  This  impover- 
ished single  mother  bravely  told  the  sen- 
tencing judge,  “Who  would  have  thought 
that  wanting  a good  education  for  my  son 
would  put  me  in  this  predicament?”  The 


stark  fact  is  that  under  this  decaying  capi- 
talist system,  McDowell’s  case  harks  back 
to  the  laws  of  the  Old  South,  where  it  was 
a crime  to  teach  slaves  to  read  and  write. 

The  persecution  of  Tanya  McDowell  is 
shot  through  with  class  privilege  and  racist 
contempt.  The  coastal  region  of  Connecti- 
cut from  Bridgeport  to  the  Norwalk  area 
has  the  highest  level  of  income  dispar- 
ity in  the  entire  country.  Norwalk  is  part 
of  a cluster  of  towns  centered  on  Green- 
wich, home  to  many  fabulously  wealthy 
households.  While  downtown  Norwalk 
sports  hip  restaurants  and  luxury  bou- 
tiques, Bridgeport  is  the  corpse  of  a former 
industrial  center  with  block  after  block  of 
deserted  factories,  its  desperate  population 
scraping  by  on  less  than  half  the  per  capita 
income  of  Norwalk’s  residents. 

While  blacks  and  Latinos  make  up 
nearly  a quarter  of  Connecticut’s  popu- 
lation, they  are  overwhelmingly  concen- 
trated in  run-down  areas  like  Bridgeport, 


which  is  over  70  percent  black  and  Latino. 
Residency  requirements  and  the  fact  that 
education  funding  is  based  on  local  prop- 
erty taxes  are  integral  to  the  class  divide 
and  segregated  reality  of  public  schools. 
As  we  wrote  in  our  previous  article  on 
McDowell’s  case,  “This  is  the  real  crime 
in  the  eyes  of  the  bourgeois  Norwalk  city 
fathers:  Tanya  McDowell  and  her  son 
actually  tried  to  get  out  of  Bridgeport’s 
rotten  schools  instead  of  staying  ‘in  their 
place’"  (“Homeless  Mom  Faces  20  Years 
for  Putting  Kid  in  Good  School,”  WV  No. 
980,  13  May  2011). 

Last  June  7,  hundreds  rallied  in  sup- 
port of  McDowell  at  an  “Equal  Education 
for  All”  protest  called  by  the  NAACP  in 
front  of  the  Norwalk  elementary  school 
where  her  son  had  been  enrolled.  That 
support  largely  dissipated  following  her 
arrest  on  drug  charges.  The  call  to  free 
Tanya  McDowell  should  be  taken  up  by 
all  opponents  of  racist  injustice,  all  oppo- 


nents of  the  capitalists’  war  on  labor  and 
the  poor.  McDowell’s  victimization  in  the 
racist  “war  on  drugs”  is  commonly  the 
fate  of  minority  women  as  well  as  men. 
In  2010,  black  women  were  incarcerated 
at  nearly  three  times  the  rate  of  white 
women.  We  call  for  the  decriminalization 
of  drugs  as  part  of  our  opposition  to  all 
laws  against  “crimes  without  victims” — 
such  as  drug  use,  prostitution,  gambling 
and  pornography — which  are  at  bottom 
designed  to  maintain  social  control. 

Although  the  “war  on  drugs”  was 
launched  by  Republican  president  Ron- 
ald Reagan  in  the  early  1980s,  it  was  a 
bipartisan  campaign.  Among  its  most 
vociferous  supporters  were  black  Demo- 
crats like  Jesse  Jackson  and  AI  Sharp- 
ton,  who  made  common  cause  with  the 
police — the  biggest  purveyors  of  racist 
terror  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios.  Last 
year,  Sharpton  showed  up  at  the  June  7 
rally  for  McDowell,  only  to  throw  her 
under  the  bus.  Sharpton  told  ABC  News 
(13  June)  that  her  son  “should  be  treated 
like  any  other  kid  if  their  parent  didn't 
live  in  the  district,”  contemptuously  add- 
ing that  Tanya  McDowell  might  be  “unfit 
to  be  a mother.” 

The  Democrats  and  Republicans  are 
but  dual  parties  of  a capitalist  system 
that  has  consigned  Tanya  McDowell  and 
countless  others  to  the  scrap  heap.  The 
depth  of  racist  oppression  in  this  coun- 
try is  expressed  in  astronomical  unem- 
ployment rates  for  black  people,  espe- 
cially youth,  decrepit  ghetto  housing  and 
schools,  rampant  police  terror  and  the 
consignment  of  over  1.6  million  blacks 
and  Latinos  to  America’s  hellhole  pris- 
ons. That  nightmarish  reality  is  an  essen- 
tial feature  of  U.S.  capitalism — a system 
that  must  be  swept  away  root  and  branch 
through  workers  socialist  revolution.  ■ 


rights  upheavals  that  rocked  the  Jim 
Crow  South  and  reverberated  through- 
out the  U.S.  As  we  explain  in  depth  in 
the  article  on  page  6 of  this  issue,  the 
heroic  struggles  to  break  the  color  bar 
were  channeled  by  the  liberal  civil  rights 
leadership  into  reliance  on  the  capitalist 
courts  and  the  Democratic  Party.  Legal- 
ized Jim  Crow  was  dismantled,  but  this 
development  did  not — and  could  not — 
address  the  poverty,  unemployment,  rot- 
ten housing,  segregated  education  and 
rampant  cop  terror  that  afflict  the  bulk 
of  the  black  population.  These  conditions 
are  materially  rooted  in  the  U.S.  capital- 


ist system,  in  which  the  mass  of  the  black 
population  is  segregated  at  the  bottom  of 
society. 

Black  oppression  will  be  smashed  only 
when  the  capitalist  profit  system  is  over- 
thrown by  the  multiracial  working  class 
and  replaced  with  a planned,  socialist 
economy,  in  which  the  productive  wealth 
of  society  will  be  used  to  satisfy  human 
needs.  Opposing  this  revolutionary  per- 
spective, liberals  and  reformists  reduce 
the  struggle  against  racist  violence  and 
misery  to  simply  combating  racial  preju- 
dice and  stereotypes — i.e.,  the  ideologi- 
cal reflections  of  black  oppression.  Thus, 
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at  an  April  11  panel  discussion  in  Chi- 
cago with  Jesse  Jackson’s  Operation  Push 
and  others,  the  ISO’s  Keeanga-Yamahtta 
Taylor  declared:  “The  stereotypes  about 
Black  youth  that  are  generated  from  offi- 
cially sanctioned  racial  profiling  and 
from  the  overrepresentation  of  young 
Black  people  in  the  criminal  justice 
system  because  of  racism  and  corrup- 
tion among  police  and  in  the  courts  has 
[sic]  created  the  conditions  under  which 
something  like  the  murder  of  Trayvon 
Martin  and  the  murder  of  so  many  oth- 
ers happened"  ( Socialist  Worker  online, 
16  April). 

Such  liberal  notions  were  refuted  more 
than  half  a century  ago  by  American 
Trotskyist  Richard  Fraser.  In  his  1953 
lectures  titled  "The  Negro  Struggle  and 
the  Proletarian  Revolution”  (printed  in 
"In  Memoriam:  Richard  S.  Fraser,”  Pro- 
metheus Research  Series  No.  3 [1990]), 
Fraser  noted  that  for  bourgeois  moralists 
the  source  of  the  exploitation  of  labor 


was  “the  greed  of  the  capitalist."  Karl 
Marx,  he  pointed  out,  proved  that  “it  was 
not  greed  but  property  relations  which 
make  it  possible  for  exploitation  to  exist.” 
He  continued: 

“When  applied  to  the  Negro  question, 
the  theory  of  morality  means  that  the 
root  of  the  problem  of  discrimination 
and  white  supremacy  is  prejudice.  This 
is  the  reigning  theory  of  American  lib- 
eralism and  is  the  means  by  which  the 
capitalists  throw  the  responsibility  for 
the  Jim  Crow  system  upon  the  popula- 
tion as  a whole.  If  people  weren’t  preju- 
diced there  would  be  no  Negro  problem. 
This  contention  is  fundamentally  false.” 
Fraser  concluded:  “Education  against 
prejudice  has  its  importance  in  the  Negro 
struggle.  But  only  the  destruction  of  the 
economic  and  social  foundation  upon 
which  prejudice  is  built  will  eliminate 
it.  This  will  be  accomplished  only  by 
the  socialist  revolution."  The  Spartacist 
League  is  committed  to  forging  the  revo- 
lutionary workers  party  that  is  necessary 
to  achieve  this  goal.  ■ 


Prometheus  Research  Series  No.  3 

A memorial  to  comrade 
Richard  S.  Fraser  (1913-1988), 
who  pioneered  the  Trotskyist 
understanding  of  black  oppression 
in  the  United  States, 
fighting  for  the  perspective  of 
revolutionary  integration. 

$7  (includes  postage)  110  pages 


Make  checks  payable/mail  to: 

Spartacist  Pub.  Co.,  Box  1377  GPO 
New  York.  NY  10116 


Prometheus  Research  Series 


In  Memoriam 

Richard  S.  Fraser 


*•  IM  Sel.cl.0. 

•(  Mb  Work 


L 


^ PkOMETHtIJS  RHEAUCH  LlDMIV 


27  APRIL  2012 


5 


Black  History  Forum 


Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 


Birmingham:  Protest  against  segregation  at  high  school,  early  1960s. 
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AP  photos 

Some  250,000  turned  out  in  Chi- 
cago for  1955  funeral  of  Missis- 
sippi lynching  victim  Emmett  Till, 
shown  in  photo  with  his  mother, 
Mamie. 


Emergence  of  the 
Civil  Rights  Movement 

So  these  are  our  starting  points.  Two 
events  in  1955  are  often  referred  to  as 
having  started  the  civil  rights  movement. 
These  are  the  murder  of  Emmett  Till  and 
Rosa  Parks’  refusal  to  move  to  the  back  of 
the  bus.  Till  was  a black  14-year-old  from 
Chicago  whose  family  sent  him  down  to 
Mississippi  to  stay  with  relatives  for  the 


Spartacist  League”)  that  “from 
their  arrival  in  this  country, 
the  Negro  people  have  been  an 
integral  part  of  American  class 
society  while  at  the  same  time 
forcibly  segregated  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  society.”  Thus  blacks 
face  discrimination,  in  differ- 
ent degrees,  regardless  of  social 
status,  wealth  or  class  position. 
Blacks  are  today  still  an  integral 
and  strategic  part  of  the  working 
class,  despite  unemployment  and 
mass  incarceration. 

James  P.  Cannon — the  founding 
leader  of  American  Trotskyism — 
described  the  crucial  intervention 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Commu- 
nist International  in  driving  home 
the  centrality  of  the  fight  for  black 
freedom  to  proletarian  revolution 
in  the  U.S.  Cannon  emphasized 
that  "everything  new  and  progres- 
sive on  the  Negro  question  came 
from  Moscow,  after  the  revolu- 
tion of  1917,  and  as  a result  of  the 
revolution."  Further,  he  said  that 
Lenin  and  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion "contributed  more  than  any 
other  influence  from  any  source 
to  the  recognition,  and  more  or  less  gen- 
eral acceptance,  of  the  Negro  question  as 
a special  problem  of  American  society — a 
problem  which  cannot  be  simply  subsumed 
under  the  general  heading  of  the  conflict 
between  capital  and  labor"  ("The  Russian 
Revolution  and  the  American  Negro  Move- 
ment,” in  The  First  Ten  Years  of  American 
Communism  [1962]). 

The  current  expression  of  the  concept 
of  revolutionary  integrationism  derives 
from  the  ideas  of  Richard  Fraser,  a vet- 
eran Trotskyist  who  made  a unique  Marx- 
ist contribution  to  the  understanding  of 
American  black  oppression  and  struggle 
in  the  1950s.  Fraser  began  from  the  prem- 
ise that  black  people,  whom  he  described 
as  “the  most  completely  ‘Americanized’ 
section  of  the  population,”  were  not  an 
oppressed  nation  or  nationality  in  any 
sense.  Crucially,  black  people  lacked  any 
material  basis  for  a separate  political 
economy.  Whereas  the  oppressed  nations 
and  nationalities  of  Europe  were  sub- 
jected to  forced  assimilation.  American 
blacks  faced  the  opposite:  forcible  seg- 
regation. Hence,  in  the  struggle  against 
black  oppression,  the  democratic  demand 
for  self-determination — separation  into 
an  independent  nation-state — just  didn’t 
make  sense.  Fraser  wrote  in  "For  the  Mate- 
rialist Conception  of  the  Negro  Ques- 
tion” (printed  in  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 
[Revised],  July  1994): 

"The  goals  which  history  has  dictated 
to  them  are  to  achieve  complete  equal- 
ity through  the  elimination  of  racial  seg- 
regation. discrimination,  and  prejudice. 
That  is,  the  overthrow  of  the  race  system. 

It  is  from  these  historically  conditioned 
conclusions  that  the  Negro  struggle, 
whatever  its  forms,  has  taken  the  path  of 
the  struggle  for  direct  assimilation.  All 
that  we  can  add  to  this  is  that  these  goals 
cannot  be  accomplished  except  through 
the  socialist  revolution." 


The  following  is  a presentation, 
edited  for  publication,  by  Sparta- 
cist League  spokesman  Diana 
Coleman  at  a February  25  forum 
in  Los  Angeles. 

So  it  is  Black  History  Month,  and 
even  though  we  have  a black  presi- 
dent sitting  in  the  White  House, 
things  look  bleak  for  the  masses  of 
black  people  and,  indeed,  all  work- 
ing people.  The  world  has  been 
plunged  into  an  economic  crisis 
the  likes  of  which  have  not  been 
seen  since  the  Great  Depression. 

Wall  Street  was  bailed  out  to  the 
tune  of  trillions  of  dollars  by 
the  Bush  White  House  and  the 
Democratic  Party  administration 
of  Barack  Obama,  while  the  work- 
ing class,  black  people.  Latinos  and 
the  poor  were  made  to  foot  the  bill. 

Unemployment,  housing  repos- 
sessions. poverty,  homelessness, 
hunger,  mass  incarceration,  the 
disappearance  of  the  pensions  that 
people  thought  they  had,  the  ever- 
increasing  price  of  a college  edu- 
cation— all  of  this  particularly 
impacts  black  and  Latino  people. 

The  National  Urban  League,  a fair- 
ly conservative,  business-oriented  black 
group,  wrote  a report  last  year  called,  “At 
Risk:  The  State  of  the  Black  Middle 
Class”  whose  conclusion  was:  "Our  anal- 
ysis of  data  from  the  U.S.  Census  Bureau 
and  the  U.S.  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics 
will  clearly  establish  that  whether  one 
looks  at  education,  income  or  any  other 
meaningful  measure,  almost  all  the  eco- 
nomic gains  that  blacks  have  made  in  the 
last  30  years  have  been  lost  in  the  Great 
Recession"  that  started  in  December  2007. 

Meanwhile,  U.S.  imperialism  rampages 
around  the  world  from  Iraq  to  Afghani- 
stan to  Libya,  maybe  Iran  next,  leaving 
death  and  destruction  in  its  wake.  And  if 
that’s  not  enough,  Obama  is  ramping  up 
the  war  on  civil  liberties  at  home  and  has 
deported  more  immigrants  than  Bush  ever 
did.  As  Mumia  Abu- Jamal,  former  Black 
Panther  and  America’s  foremost  class-war 
prisoner,  stated,  "All  of  this  under  the 
authority  of  the  nation’s  first  Black  presi- 
dent, who.  despite  his  blackness  is  but  a 
Clinton  clone.  A servant  of  big  business, 
and  a cudgel  against  the  Black  Move- 
ment." Never  has  it  been  clearer  what  a 
losing  strategy  it  is  to  ally  with  the  class 
enemy,  in  this  case  the  Democratic  Party 
of  capitalism,  racial  oppression  and  war. 
We  definitely  need  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  and  some  hard,  integrated  class 
struggle  around  here. 


There  can  be  no  justice,  equality  or 
freedom  for  black  people  in  racist  capi- 
talist America.  When  I was  in  the  Stu- 
dent Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee 
(SNCC)  in  the  1960s,  there  was  no  lack  of 
dedicated  people.  What  was  lacking  was 
the  Marxist  program  that  could  show  the 
way  forward  to  black  liberation.  So  this 
forum  today  will  take  up  the  dead  end 
of  both  the  liberal  leadership  of  the  civil 
rights  movement  and  the  black  national- 
ist organizing  in  Detroit  of  the  League  of 
Revolutionary  Black  Workers. 

Revolutionary  Integrationism 

Let  me  make  some  general  points  on 
the  black  question.  From  the  formation 
of  the  Spartacist  tendency  in  the  early 


1960s,  we  have  stood  for  the  perspective 
and  program  of  revolutionary  integra- 
tionism. This  position  is  counterposed 
to  both  the  liberal  reformist  response 
to  black  oppression  and  to  all  political 
expressions  of  black  separatism.  The 
liberation  of  black  people  from  condi- 
tions of  racial  oppression  and  impov- 
erishment— conditions  inherent  in  the 
U.S.  capitalist  system — can  be  achieved 
only  in  an  egalitarian  socialist  society. 
And  such  a society  can  be  achieved  only 
through  the  overthrow  of  the  capitalist 
system  by  workers  revolution. 

We  have  described  the  black  popula- 
tion in  the  U.S.  as  an  oppressed  race-color 
caste.  We  noted  in  "Black  and  Red"  ( Marx- 
ist Bulletin  No.  9,  “Basic  Documents  of  the 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Danny  Lyon  photos 


Above:  SNCC  organizers  near  Albany,  Georgia,  1963.  Below:  National  Guard 
brutalizing  SNCC  activist  during  desegregation  struggle  in  Cambridge,  Mary- 
land, May  1964. 


summer.  Within  days  of  his  arrival,  young 
Emmett  was  kidnapped,  tortured  and  bru- 
tally murdered  for  allegedly  whistling  at 
a white  woman. 

After  Till’s  murder,  his  mother  mounted 
a courageous  campaign  to  ensure  that  the 
world  saw  the  stark  reality  of  race-terror 
by  displaying  her  son’s  mutilated  body  at 
his  funeral.  More  than  100,000  people 
waited  in  line  at  a Chicago  church  to  view 
Till’s  open  casket.  So  shocking  was  the 
horribly  mutilated  body  that  an  estimated 
one  out  of  five  individuals  needed  help 
out  of  the  building.  This,  along  with  Rosa 
Parks’  defiant  stand  in  Montgomery,  Ala- 
bama, in  December  of  that  same  year,  was 
key  in  galvanizing  many  thousands  to  join 
the  burgeoning  civil  rights  movement. 

The  civil  rights  movement  did  not  just 
fall  from  the  sky.  The  urbanization  and 
industrialization  of  the  American  South 
during  and  after  World  War  II  began  to 
create  concentrations  of  black  workers. 
By  1960,  some  42  percent  of  the  South- 
ern black  population  lived  in  urban  cen- 
ters, compared  to  less  than  15  percent  in 
1890.  The  material  conditions  of  South- 
ern blacks  had  changed,  and  this  funda- 
mentally eroded  the  Jim  Crow  system  of 
segregation — a system  based  on  police/ 
Klan  terror  aimed  at  atomized  rural 
sharecroppers. 

By  the  mid  1950s,  black  anger  and  the 
changed  conditions  gave  birth  to  the  civil 
rights  movement — a movement  whose 
core  activists  were,  at  the  beginning, 
black  proletarians,  many  of  them  veterans 
of  World  War  II  or  the  Korean  War.  But 
the  organized  working  class  was  not  an 
active  force  in  the  civil  rights  movement. 
Except  for  a few  heroic  efforts  undertaken 
by  reds,  the  impressive  unionization  drive 
of  the  1930s  did  not  breach  the  Mason- 
Dixon  Line  separating  North  from  South. 

The  first  CIO  initiative  to  organize 
the  South,  in  1941.  was  scuttled  by  the 
labor  bureaucracy  to  show  their  support 
to  the  imperialist  war.  A second  attempt, 
launched  in  1946  as  "Operation  Dixie" 
(a  disgusting  name  that  foreshadowed  its 
collapse),  was  shipwrecked  on  the  shoals 
of  the  red  purges,  racism  and  the  CIO 
bureaucracy’s  ties  to  the  Democratic  Party. 

I think  that  this  vacuum  of  leadership  was 
an  important  factor  in  allowing  the  upsurge 
of  protest  unleashed  by  the  movement  to  be 
contained  within  the  conservative  channels 
defined  by  the  black  preachers. 

From  its  onset,  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment was  dominated  by  a black  middle- 
class  leadership  allied  to  Democratic 
Party  liberalism.  The  aim  of  this  leader- 
ship— whose  most  effective  exponent  was 
Martin  Luther  King  Jr. — was  to  pressure 
the  capitalist  state,  especially  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  administrations  of  John  F. 
Kennedy  and  Lyndon  Johnson  in  the 
1960s,  to  grant  formal,  legal  equality  to 
blacks  in  the  South.  Working  to  keep  the 
civil  rights  movement  within  the  confines 
of  bourgeois  reformism  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  were  Walter  Reuther,  United 
Auto  Workers  (UAW)  bureaucrat  and 
premier  witchhunter — he  took  the  lead 
in  expelling  Communist  Party-led  unions 
from  the  CIO — and  A.  Philip  Randolph  of 
the  Brotherhood  of  Sleeping  Car  Porters 
and  the  Socialist  Party,  assisted  by  other 
elements  of  the  decomposing  American 
social  democracy  like  Bayard  Rustin  and 
Michael  Harrington,  as  well  as  by  the 
Stalinized  Communist  Party. 

The  civil  rights  movement  has  become 
so  mythologized  that  I barely  recognize 
it  when  people  talk  about  it — and  I was 
there.  To  the  liberals  and  reformists.  King 
was  the  messianic  leader  of  the  move- 
ment who  everyone  followed  and  adored. 
Not  true!  There  was  a political,  left-right 
division  in  the  civil  rights  movement  with 
King  on  the  right  and  SNCC  and  Malcolm 
X,  in  his  own  way,  on  the  left.  To  the 
reformists  like  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  Party  for  Socialism 
and  Liberation,  and  Workers  World,  King 
was  becoming  some  kind  of  revolutionary 
in  his  final  days. 

A leaflet  by  the  ISO  in  L.A.  titled.  "The 
Real  MLK:  Against  War"  says:  “Come 
celebrate  Black  History  Month  with  a dis- 
cussion that  aims  to  recapture  King’s  real 
legacy,  and  the  relevance  of  his  struggles 


against  war,  poverty,  and  racism  today.” 
Well,  they  can  have  his  legacy  of  paci- 
fism and  liberalism.  Workers  World  cites 
the  “transformative”  last  year  of  King’s 
life,  during  which  it  claims  he  “had  come 
around  to  the  understanding  that  merely 
altering  the  appearance  of  the  capital- 
ist system  would  in  a short  time  amount 
to  little  more  than  a cruel  betrayal  of 
the  fierce  urgency  to  change  the  sys- 
tem” ( Workers  World  online.  3 Septem- 
ber 2008).  They  add:  “This  contradiction 
pushed  King  toward. ..an  anti-capitalist 
struggle.”  Michelle  Alexander,  an  out- 
raged liberal  protesting  the  mass  incar- 
ceration of  blacks  in  her  book  The  New 
Jim  Crow,  cites  the  “revolutionary  poten- 
tial” of  the  "human  rights  movement”  that 
King  championed  at  the  end  of  his  life. 

Although  King  went  to  Memphis  to 
support  black  union  members  and  spoke 
out  in  moral  opposition  to  the  war  in  Viet- 
nam, his  basic  politics  never  changed;  to 
the  end,  he  never  wavered  in  his  reliance 
on  the  capitalist  Democratic  Party  and 
the  strategy  of  pressure  politics.  And  for 
all  those  various  leftists  who  think  the 
answer  is  a new  civil  rights  movement, 
the  real  question  is  why  did  such  tremen- 
dous efforts  yield  such  meager  results. 
Yes,  the  civil  rights  movement  ended 
Jim  Crow  segregation  and  made  the  South 
look  somewhat  more  like  the  North.  Yes, 
there  is  a black  overseer  in  the  White 
House  and  we  have  Oprah  Winfrey.  But 
really — it  did  not  end  hellish  conditions  in 
the  ghettos,  the  mass  unemployment,  the 
mass  incarceration  or  the  police  brutality 
that  are  the  everyday  realities  of  life  for 
black  Americans. 

Liberal  Pacifism  vs. 

Armed  Self-Defense 

I do  want  to  make  the  point  that  the 
civil  rights  movement  really  was  a mass 
movement,  and  it  defined  a whole  gen- 
eration of  young  people,  black  and  white. 
You  could  watch  TV  and  hundreds  of 
thousands  of  black  people  marching  for 
the  right  to  vote  or  the  right  to  use  public 
facilities  and  then  see  them  set  upon  by 
police  dogs,  fire  hoses,  tear  gas  and  every 
kind  of  police  brutality  and  mob  violence. 
The  book  Local  People,  The  Struggle  for 
Civil  Rights  in  Mississippi  by  John  Dinner 


gives  you  a visceral  sense  of  how  many 
local  black  people  were  killed  fighting 
for  civil  rights.  NAACPer  Medgar  Evers, 
killed  in  1963,  was  the  best  known,  but 
only  one  of  many.  The  eruption  of  black 
struggle  shattered  the  Cold  War/McCar- 
thyite climate  of  the  early  1950s  and  set 
the  stage  for  the  New  Left  student  radical- 
ism of  the  1960s. 

When  I was  17,  I decided  I should  get 
involved  and  joined  the  Congress  of 
Racial  Equality  (CORE)  in  late  1963  or 
early  1964  in  San  Francisco.  I partici- 
pated in  various  mass  demos  protesting 
racist  job  discrimination — at  the  Sheraton 
Palace  Hotel,  at  Lucky’s  (now  Albertsons) 
and  on  Auto  Row.  Now  I wonder  about 
that  last  one — for  the  right  of  blacks  to  be 
car  salesmen?  But  these  demos  drew  thou- 
sands because  there  was  ferment  in  the 
North  as  well  as  the  South.  In  the  summer 
of  1965  I decided  to  go  down  South  for  the 
second  Freedom  Summer.  In  its  mass  sup- 
port, in  the  aspirations  for  freedom  and 
equality  which  it  generated  among  black 
people,  and  in  bringing  into  existence  a 
whole  generation  of  young  radicals,  the 
civil  rights  movement  had  a revolution- 
ary potential.  It  was  this  potential  that  the 
liberals  and  reformists  derailed. 

Let  me  start  with  the  Montgomery  bus 
boycott  that  ensued  when  Rosa  Parks 


courageously  refused  to  give  up  her  seat 
and  move  to  the  back  of  the  bus  in  1955. 
The  figure  who  Rosa  Parks  turned  to  first 
and  who  first  dominated  the  Montgomery 
action  was  not  a preacher  but  a longtime 
trade  unionist,  E.D.  Nixon  of  the  Broth- 
erhood of  Sleeping  Car  Porters  (and  the 
NAACP).  MLK  came  to  the  fore  for  secu- 
rity reasons,  presumably  as  someone  who 
was  more  educated-sounding  and  gener- 
ally more  respectable. 

Under  the  influence  of  Bayard  Rustin, 
MLK  came  to  embrace  pacifism  and  non- 
violence. Bayard  Rustin  was  also  influen- 
tial in  helping  King  and  others  set  up  the 
Southern  Christian  Leadership  Conference 
(SCLC)  on  the  basis  of  pacifist  “direct 
action."  King  wrote,  “We  will  match  your 
capacity  to  inflict  suffering  with  our  capac- 
ity to  endure  suffering.  We  will  meet  your 
physical  force  with  soul  force.  We  will  not 
hate  you,  but  we  will  not  obey  your  evil 
laws.  We  will  soon  wear  you  down  by  pure 
capacity  to  suffer.” 

As  a moral  philosophy,  this  is  disgust- 
ing. But  the  real  point  is  that  this  was 
a political  strategy.  King  and  the  SCLC 
looked  to  the  Northern  liberals  of  the  Dem- 
ocratic Party,  the  federal  government,  the 
federal  courts  and  federal  troops  to  come 
to  the  aid  of  black  people  in  the  South. 
When  later  the  question  of  nonviolence 
versus  the  right  to  armed  self-defense  was 
debated,  it  wasn’t  really  the  question  “Do 
you  have  the  right  to  defend  your  family 
against  the  Klan"  but  whether  you  were 
for  armed  self-defense  for  a mass  move- 
ment which  embraced  millions  and  was 
confronting  the  capitalist  state. 

It  was  a debate  that  revealed  your  atti- 
tude toward  "the  system”  or  the  "white 
power  structure”  or  whatever  other  terms 
were  current  for  the  American  capitalist 
state.  “Armed  self-defense”  was  really  a 
way  to  say  that  you  had  the  right  to  revolu- 
tion, the  right  to  overthrow  the  white  racist 
government  which  oppressed  black  people. 
MLK  was  really  pledging  allegiance  to  the 
government.  So  nonviolence  versus  armed 
self-defense  became  the  way  the  question 
of  reform  versus  revolution  was  posed  in 
the  civil  rights  movement. 

The  buses  were  integrated  in  Mont- 
gomery after  the  long  bus  boycott,  and 
King  was  riding  high  on  his  pacifism 
and  “soul  force.”  But  Montgomery  blacks 
were  left  to  face  the  racist  backlash,  cou- 
rageously, but  tactically  and  politically 
disarmed.  The  KKK  came  out  of  their 
holes,  black  churches  were  bombed,  buses 
were  burned.  Even  King’s  house  was 
dynamited.  But  angry  blacks  who  rose  to 
King’s  defense  were  told  by  King  to  love 
their  enemies.  Rosa  Parks  was  blacklisted 
and  hounded  out  of  Montgomery,  eventu- 
ally moving  to  Detroit  where  she  worked 
for  black  Democrat  John  Conyers. 

SNCC  and  “Black  Power” 

The  Student  Nonviolent  Coordinat- 
ing Committee  was  a youth  group  that 
emerged  out  of  the  lunch  counter  sit-in 
movement  which  swept  Southern  black 
campuses  in  1960.  It  was  formed  under 
the  auspices  of  King's  SCLC.  It  accepted 
nonviolence  in  its  founding  statement,  as 
their  name  indicates.  The  initial  goal  was 
formal,  legal  equality,  or  “Northernizing 
continued  on  page  8 
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June  1963:  Martin  Luther  King  Jr.,  UAW’s  Walter  Reuther  (front  row,  right) 
and  other  liberal  civil  rights  luminaries  pose  with  Attorney  General  Robert 
Kennedy  and  Vice  President  Lyndon  Johnson  after  White  House  meeting. 
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the  South,"  and  they  started  with  the  same 
strategy  as  King.  You  know:  have  a non- 
violent demonstration,  get  your  head  beat 
in  by  racist  Southern  sheriffs,  scandalize 
the  nation,  force  the  federal  government 
to  send  in  the  troops.  So  SNCC  activists 
started  out  with  the  illusion  that  the  U.S. 
government  was  on  their  side.  But  they 
soon  learned  the  truth  the  hard  way. 

As  Marxists,  we  know  that  the  bour- 
geois state  is  not  neutral  but  an  organ  for 
the  oppression  of  the  working  class  and 
the  black  masses  by  the  capitalist  class. 
The  essence  of  the  state  is  armed  bodies 
of  men — cops,  prisons,  courts.  National 
Guard  and  army — used  by  the  ruling 
class  to  suppress  the  working  class.  As 
SNCC's  organizing  among  the  black 
masses  repeatedly  brought  things  to  the 
flash  point,  the  government  rushed  in 
their  black  sellouts  to  cool  it  down,  their 
CIA  agents  to  co-opt  it,  their  courts  to 
indict  it.  and  their  troops  to  crush  it. 

From  Little  Rock  in  1957  to  Birming- 
ham in  1963,  federal  troops  were  only 
brought  in  when  black  people  began  to 
defend  themselves  and  fight  back.  When 
the  troops  were  brought  in  to  “protect” 
the  1965  Selma-to-Montgomery  march, 
they  were  conveniently  withdrawn  as  the 
protesters  reached  Montgomery,  leaving 
the  marchers  to  make  the  return  journey 
defenseless  in  the  face  of  beatings  and 
shootings.  Through  bitter  experience, 
SNCC  activists  learned  that  white  liberal 
leaders  like  the  Kennedys  and  Hubert 
Humphrey  were  a lot  closer  to  the  South- 
ern Democrats — Dixiecrats  like  Senator 
Eastland  from  Mississippi — than  they 
were  to  the  civil  rights  activists. 

So  it  was  that  within  six  years  SNCC 
would  enrage  the  liberal  establishment 
by  calling  for  “black  power,"  and  shortly 
thereafter  H.  Rap  Brown,  the  last  chair- 
man of  SNCC,  would  be  proclaiming 
that  “violence  is  as  American  as  cherry 
pie.”  It  is  useful  here  to  make  a compari- 
son between  Students  for  a Democratic 
Society  (SDS)  and  SNCC.  SDS  started 
out  as  the  student  group  of  the  League 
for  Industrial  Democracy.  Moribund  by 
1960,  the  LID  had  served  as  a hand- 
maiden of  the  U.S.  government  in  the  left 
and  labor  movement.  Populated  by  “State 
Department  socialists”  such  as  Norman 
Thomas  and  Michael  Harrington,  the  LID 
also  counted  among  its  members  Victor 
and  Walter  Reuther — social-democratic 
anti-Communists  personifying  the  link 
between  the  labor  movement  and  the 
Democratic  Party — and  Bayard  Rustin. 

Under  the  impact  of  the  Vietnam  War, 
SDS  dropped  its  anti-communist  clause, 
started  organizing  against  the  war, 
became  anti-imperialist  as  they  under- 
stood it,  opposed  to  the  Democratic  Party 
at  least  empirically,  with  many  moving 
toward  Maoism.  Needless  to  say,  LID  dis- 
owned them.  Similarly,  the  SCLC  was 
also  pretty  appalled  by  what  they  had 
given  birth  to  in  SNCC.  And  as  I give  a 
few  examples  of  the  conflicts,  you  will 
notice  that  the  same  names  keep  turn- 
ing up — MLK,  of  course,  but  also  Wal- 
ter Reuther,  Bayard  Rustin,  Hubert  Hum- 
phrey, A.  Philip  Randolph. 

In  1961-62,  SNCC  organized  black  peo- 
ple in  Albany,  Georgia,  in  a very  popular, 
all-sided  attack  on  segregation.  It  would 
really  heat  up,  and  then  MLK  would  come 
in  for  a weekend  and.  to  the  dismay  of  the 
SNCC  activists,  declare  a truce.  It  was 
really  getting  heavy;  the  KKK  was  mobi- 
lizing, etc.  It  came  to  a head  when  the  cops 
attacked  a rally  outside  a black  church  and 
black  youth  began  to  fight  back  by  throw- 
ing bricks  and  bottles.  King  declared  a 
"day  of  penance"  for  the  horrible  crime 
of  black  people  actually  daring  to  defend 
themselves  against  police  brutality;  SNCC 
refused  to  condemn  the  action  and  started 
referring  to  King  as  “De  Lawd."  It  was  not 
meant  as  a compliment. 

In  1963  at  the  famous  March  on  Wash- 
ington. SNCC  saw  how  the  whole  liberal 
establishment  and  particularly  the  liberal 
wing  of  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  were 
used  to  keep  the  lid  on  the  civil  rights 
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Bogalusa,  Louisiana, 
1966:  Charles  Sims  of 
Deacons  for  Defense 
and  Justice  organized 
armed  self-defense 
against  Klan. 
Spartacists  raised 
money  for  Deacons 
while  advancing 
revolutionary 
integrationist  program. 


Toward  Arming  the  Negro  Struggle 
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movement.  James  Forman,  an  early  head 
of  SNCC,  in  his  autobiography  The  Mak- 
ing of  Black  Revolutionaries  commented 
bitterly:  “Originally  planned  as  a march 
for  jobs  and  freedom,  with  the  emphasis 
on  black  people  and  their  demands,  the 
March  on  Washington  of  1963  turned 
into  a victory  celebration  for  the  Ken- 
nedy administration  and  its  supporters." 
He  went  on:  “The  sellout  leadership  of  the 
March  on  Washington  was  playing  patsy 
with  the  Kennedy  administration  as  part 
of  the  whole  liberal-labor  politics  of  Rus- 
tin, Wilkins,  Randolph,  Reuther,  King,  the 
Catholic  and  Protestant  hierarchy.” 

It  was  this  group,  after  Kennedy  read 
them  the  riot  act,  that  put  pressure  on 
SNCC  chairman  John  Lewis  to  tone  down 
his  criticism  of  the  Democrats,  which  he 
did.  Here  is  his  conclusion,  which  got 
censored:  “We  cannot  depend  on  any 
political  party,  for  both  the  Democrats  and 
the  Republicans  have  betrayed  the  basic 
principles  of  the  Declaration  of  Indepen- 
dence.” He  also  had  to  delete  a section  that 
referred  to  marching  through  the  South 
“the  way  Sherman  did,”  even  though  he 
insisted  this  time  it  be  nonviolent.  I guess 
they  thought  even  the  mention  of  Gen- 
eral William  T.  Sherman's  name  might 
alienate  the  Dixiecrats  that  the  Kennedy 
administration  was  trying  so  hard  to  keep 
in  the  Democratic  Party. 

So  the  whole  thing  was  changed  into 
a giant  liberal  prayerfest,  channeling  the 
masses  back  into  the  Democratic  Party 
while  the  U.S.  government  filmed  the 
event  for  foreign  consumption  to  prove 
how  democratic  the  U.S.  was.  This  was  an 
important  aspect:  Jim  Crow  and  the  well- 
publicized  racist  violence  in  the  South 
had  become  an  embarrassment  overseas 
as  American  imperialism  sought  to  pos- 
ture as  the  champion  of  “democracy”  in 
the  Cold  War,  particularly  in  competition 
with  the  Soviet  Union  in  Africa  and  Asia. 
It  was  this,  and  the  fact  that  Jim  Crow 
segregation  had  become  an  anachronism, 
that  made  the  U.S.  government  eventually 
acquiesce  to  the  demand  for  legal  equal- 
ity in  the  South — but  not  without  a lot  of 
hard-fought  struggle. 

“I  Have  a Nightmare” 

Although  at  this  point  they  could 
censor  SNCC,  they  sure  couldn’t  cen- 
sor Malcolm  X,  who  contemptuously 
referred  to  the  March  on  Washington  as 
"a  picnic,  a circus”  and,  most  famously, 
“the  Farce  on  Washington."  In  our  state- 
ment on  Malcolm  X’s  assassination  that 
we  printed  in  Spartacist  (No.  4,  May- 
June  1965;  reprinted  in  WV  No.  997,  2 
March),  we  referred  to  him  as  a "heroic 
and  tragic  figure."  He  was  never  a Marx- 
ist and  saw  society  as  race-divided,  rather 
than  class-divided.  Not  surprisingly  given 
his  background,  he  had  no  understanding 


of  the  strategic  role  of  the  working  class 
and  the  vanguard  role  to  be  played  by  the 
black  proletariat.  As  well,  he  commenced 
his  public  life  in  the  Muslim  movement 
with  all  its  irrational  religiosity  and  racial 
mysticism.  But  he  became  the  American 
truth-teller,  who  with  passionate  oratory 
exposed  the  hypocrisy  and  lies  of  both 
capitalist  parties  and  advocated  the  right 
of  armed  self-defense. 

In  response  to  MLK’s  bleating  about  “I 
have  a dream,”  Malcolm  said:  “And  I see 
America  through  the  eyes  of  the  victim.  I 
don’t  see  any  American  dream;  I see  an 
American  nightmare"  (“The  Ballot  or  the 
Bullet”).  He  spoke  for  many  in  SNCC. 
By  the  time  Kennedy  was  assassinated  in 
November  1963,  many  civil  rights  activists 
did  not  mourn  for  this  chief  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism, who  had  ordered  the  Bay  of  Pigs 
invasion  of  Cuba  and  sent  the  Green  Berets 


to  Vietnam.  They  agreed  with  Malcolm, 
who  had  the  guts  to  say  that  it  was  a case 
of  the  “chickens  coming  home  to  roost.” 

It  is  interesting  that  it  is  particularly 
Malcolm’s  trenchant  criticism  of  the 
American  system  that  makes  Manning 
Marable  in  his  biography,  Malcolm  X:  A 
Life  of  Reinvention,  most  uncomfortable. 
Marable  calls  Malcolm’s  remarks  on  the 
Kennedy  assassination  "offensive”  and 
his  remarks  on  the  March  on  Washington 
a "gross  distortion  of  the  facts.”  Marable 
has  a photo  of  Malcolm  X observing  a 
joint  session  of  the  New  York  State  Leg- 
islature. It  is  captioned:  “As  his  politi- 
cal thought  developed.  Malcolm  came 
to  believe  that  blacks  could  work  within 
the  system  to  improve  their  lives."  This 
is  Manning  Marable,  social  democrat, 
not  Malcolm  X.  Marable’s  overall  conclu- 
sion is  that  Malcolm  “became  an  icon  of 
black  encouragement"  and  this  came  to  be 


expressed  “in  the  successful  electoral  bid 
of  Barack  Obama  in  2008.  Malcolm  truly 
anticipated  that  the  black  electorate  could 
potentially  be  the  balance  of  power  in  a 
divided  white  republic.”  [For  our  review 
of  this  book,  see  "Manning  Marable’s 
Malcolm  X:  A Liberal’s  ’Reinvention’,” 
Parts  One  and  Ttoo.  WV  Nos.  997  and 
998,  2 March  and  16  March.] 

Many  SNCC  activists  started  wearing 
"I  have  a Nightmare”  buttons  after  that.  In 
1964,  SNCC  had  students,  mostly  white, 
come  down  from  the  North  for  the  first 
Freedom  Summer  to  help  organize  a voter 
registration  drive.  As  Clayborne  Carson 
makes  clear  in  his  definitive  book  on  SNCC, 
In  Struggle,  the  Kennedy  administration 
tried  to  persuade  civil  rights  groups, 
including  SNCC.  to  move  away  from 
direct  action  and  do  voter  registration. 
They  even  used  liberal  anti-Communists 
like  the  CIA-connected  Allard  Lowen- 
stein  to  try  to  keep  the  movement  within 
mainstream  politics  and  isolate  and  red- 
bait the  militants.  (We  had  an  excellent 
obituary  for  Lowenstein  called  “No  Tears 
for  Allard  Lowenstein!”  [WV  No.  253.  4 
April  1980].) 

But  in  the  end  the  voter  registration 
drive  hardly  had  the  effect  the  liberals 
were  expecting.  In  Mississippi,  it  was  very 
dangerous;  this  was  the  summer  Good- 
man, Chaney  and  Schwerner  were  killed. 
SNCC  organized  80,000  blacks  who  were 
refused  the  right  to  vote  to  sign  protest 
ballots.  SNCC  took  these  protest  bal- 
lots and  formed  the  Mississippi  Freedom 
Democratic  Party  (MFDP).  With  Fannie 
Lou  Hamer,  a local  woman  at  the  head 
of  it,  they  tried  to  get  seated  at  the  1964 
Democratic  Party  convention  in  Atlantic 
City  in  place  of  the  all-white  Jim  Crow 
delegation  from  Mississippi. 

They  really  got  shafted — and  not  just 
by  the  Dixiecrat  Southerners  either,  but 
more  particularly  by  the  Northern  lib- 
erals. The  MFDP  was  offered  a rotten 
compromise  whereby  it  would  get  two  at- 
large  seats  and  the  entire  Dixiecrat  del- 
egation would  be  seated.  The  list  of  usual 
suspects — King,  Reuther,  Rustin — was 
there  to  browbeat  SNCC  and  the  MFDP 
into  accepting  the  compromise.  Lyndon 
Johnson  even  offered  Hubert  Humphrey, 
who  was  considered  a great  liberal  (we 


referred  to  him  as  a “liberal  rat”  in  the 
WV  obituary),  the  vice-presidential  nomi- 
nation if  he  could  keep  the  MFDP  from 
getting  seated. 

This  time  SNCC  and  the  MFDP  weren’t 
going  to  be  intimidated,  and  they  turned 
the  deal  down  flat.  James  Forman  of 
SNCC,  who  was  there,  came  to  this  con- 
clusion: "No  longer  was  there  any  hope, 
among  those  who  still  had  it,  that  the 
federal  government  would  change  the 
situation  in  the  Deep  South."  Malcolm 
X spoke  eloquently  to  the  illusions  in  the 
Democratic  Party  when  he  said,  “Either 
party  you  align  yourself  with  is  suicide 
because  both  parties  are  criminal.  Both 
parties  are  responsible  for  the  criminal 
condition  that  exists." 

SWP’s  Criminal  Abstentionism 

One  SNCC  project  that  resulted  from 
the  growing  disillusionment  with  the 


_ . . Bob  Adelman 

Protesters  raise  portraits  of  civil  rights  martyrs  Schwerner,  Chaney  and 
Goodman  at  1964  Democratic  National  Convention,  where  Mississippi  Free- 
dom Democratic  Party  unsuccessfully  tried  to  unseat  Dixiecrat  delegation 
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Democratic  Party  was  the  attempt  to 
organize  an  independent  party  in  Lowndes 
County,  Alabama,  called  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party.  Although  narrowly  based  on  a 
single  impoverished  county,  it  was  impor- 
tant because  it  was  organized  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  Democrats  and  openly  advo- 
cated armed  self-defense.  This  inspired 
the  Black  Panthers  in  Oakland,  Califor- 
nia. It  also  helped  inspire  the  Sparta- 
cist  League's  call  for  a ‘‘Freedom-Labor 
Party,”  which  took  this  a step  further  by 
attempting  to  link  the  exploding  black 
struggle  to  the  power  of  labor. 

After  the  debacle  at  the  Democratic 
National  Convention,  SNCC  went  into  a 
prolonged  political  crisis.  They  rejected 
liberalism  as  they  understood  it  but  had 
no  coherent  program  to  replace  it.  It  was 
around  this  time  that  I went  to  Mississippi 
for  the  second  Freedom  Summer  in  1965. 
Not  surprisingly,  it  was  politically  confus- 
ing and  frustrating.  At  first  I thought  it 
was  just  my  project  in  Gulfport  that  was 
disorganized,  but  in  retrospect  it  was  clear 
that  SNCC  was  politically  coming  apart 
at  the  seams. 

There  was  a lot  of  discussion  about 
confronting  the  underlying  economic  and 
social  reality  of  black  oppression.  North 
and  South,  but  no  consensus  on  how  to 
do  that.  Like  many  others,  I believed  that 
black  oppression  was  an  integral  part  of 
“the  system,”  but  the  only  two  answers  I 
heard  in  SNCC  were  MLK  liberalism  or 
an  incoherent  black  nationalist  separat- 
ism. Being  a red-diaper  baby,  I knew  the 
answer  had  to  have  something  to  do  with 
Marxism,  but  of  a more  radical  kind  than 
my  parents’  stodgy,  pro-Democratic  Party 
Communist  Party  (CP)  variety.  I would 
have  been  so  happy  to  meet  a real  Marx- 
ist who  understood  how  black  oppression 
fit  into  capitalism  and  had  a revolutionary 
strategy  for  its  overturn.  Indeed,  after  that 
summer  I began  to  hang  out  in  Berkeley 
checking  out  the  left  groups.  I will  com- 
ment that  the  CP  was  never  on  my  list.  I 
knew  very  little  about  their  history  and 
their  betrayal  of  black  struggle,  particu- 
larly during  WWII,  but  I knew  they  sup- 
ported the  Democratic  Party  and  that  was 
enough  for  me. 

The  absence  of  the  left  in  the  South- 
ern civil  rights  movement  was  far  from 
accidental  and  had,  indeed,  been  a major 
element  in  the  fight  by  the  Revolutionary 
Tendency  (RT,  forerunner  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League)  in  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP).  In  the  U.S.  at  the  time  of 
the  civil  rights  movement,  the  SWP  was 
the  only  organization,  at  least  formally, 
with  an  authentically  revolutionary  pro- 
gram based  on  Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  However,  by  the  early  1960s, 
ground  down  by  the  isolation  and  McCar- 
thyite witchhunting  of  the  1950s,  the  SWP 
had  lost  its  revolutionary  bearings.  The 
party’s  qualitative  departure  from  its 
erstwhile  revolutionary  working-class 
politics  began  around  1960,  when  it  slid 
into  the  role  of  uncritical  cheerleaders 
for  the  petty-bourgeois  radical-nationalist 
leadership  of  the  Cuban  Revolution.  The 
SWP  thus  abandoned  the  centrality  of  the 
working  class  and  the  necessity  of  build- 
ing Trotskyist  parties  in  every  country. 

The  abandonment  of  the  fight  for 
Marxist  leadership  of  the  black  struggle 
in  the  U.S.  was  the  domestic  reflection. 
The  SWP  leadership  willfully  abstained 
from  the  civil  rights  movement  while 
cheerleading  from  afar  for  both  the  lib- 
eral reformism  of  King  and  the  reaction- 
ary separatism  of  the  Nation  of  Islam. 
Against  this,  a 1963  RT  document  stated: 

“The  rising  upsurge  and  militancy  of  the 
black  revolt  and  the  contradictory  and 
confused,  groping  nature  of  what  is  now 
the  left  wing  in  the  movement  provide 
the  revolutionary  vanguard  with  fertile 
soil  and  many  opportunities  to  plant  the 
seeds  of  revolutionary  socialism.  Our 
task  is  to  create  a Trotskyist  tendency 
in  the  broad  left  wing  of  the  movement, 
while  building  that  left  wing....  We  must 
consider  non-intervention  in  the  crisis  of 
leadership  a crime  of  the  worst  sort." 

— "The  Negro  Struggle  and  the 
Crisis  of  Leadership"  reprinted 
in  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 
(Revised) 

It  really  was  a crime,  because  the  civil 
rights  movement  offered  a short-lived 
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Plaque  memorializes 
four  girls  murdered 
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organizing  center 
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opportunity  for  even  a small  revolutionary 
party  to  make  a historic  breakthrough.  By 
the  early  1960s,  a large  and  growing  cur- 
rent of  young  black  militants  was  break- 
ing to  the  left  of  the  liberal  reformism  and 
pacifism  of  Martin  Luther  King  but  had 
not  yet  latched  on  to  separatist  ideology. 
These  young  militants  were  experienced 
in  struggle  and  were  leading  a mass  move- 
ment that  included  large  numbers  of  black 
workers.  Won  to  a Leninist-Trotskyist 
vanguard  party,  they  could  have  changed 
the  course  of  history.  This  was  an  oppor- 
tunity missed. 

Over  the  next  year  or  so,  members  of 
the  RT  were  expelled  from  the  SWR  The 
early  Spartacist  tendency  then  actively 
intervened  in  the  civil  rights  struggles 
in  the  South  as  well  as  the  North,  rais- 
ing demands  such  as  for  a Freedom-Labor 
Party,  for  a Southern  unionization  drive 
backed  by  organized  labor  nationwide, 
and  for  armed  self-defense  against  the 
Klan.  Our  forces,  however,  were  very 
small  and  predominantly  white.  And  the 
main  body  of  young  black  activists  was 
rapidly  moving  toward  separatism. 

Second  Freedom  Summer 

Let  me  talk  about  some  of  my  own 
experiences  in  Gulfport,  Mississippi. 
Going  to  Mississippi  and  the  Deep  South 
was  like  entering  a police  state.  I will 
not  give  the  whole  story  of  my  trip  down 
there  except  to  say  that  hitchhiking  part  of 
the  way  there  was  not  the  smartest  move. 
Anyhow,  everywhere  along  the  highways 
of  Mississippi  you  would  see  big  bill- 
boards urging  you  to  join  the  White  Citi- 
zens’ Councils  and  preserve  the  Southern 
way  of  life.  (The  Citizens’  Councils  were 
basically  Klansmen  in  suits.) 

When  I and  the  other  young  white 
woman  with  whom  I was  traveling  got  to 
New  Orleans,  we  needed  to  find  the  bus 
station.  She.  being  naive,  asked  a black 
teenager  for  directions.  While  he  was 
politely  answering  this  question,  a big 
pickup  truck  drove  up  on  the  sidewalk, 
almost  running  a couple  of  people  down, 
and  this  old  white  guy  started  shouting, 
“Is  that  boy  bothering  you?”  and  various 
other  racist  remarks.  We  just  tried  to  calm 
him  down  and  get  ourselves  and  the  black 
kid  out  of  the  situation  in  one  piece.  This 
gives  you  a sense  of  how  hard  the  race 
lines  were,  and  this  was  in  downtown 
New  Orleans,  not  rural  Mississippi. 

We  didn’t  do  much  voter  registration  in 
Gulfport,  having  learned  something  from 
the  previous  year’s  Democratic  Party 
Convention.  We  decided  to  concentrate  on 
lunch  counter  sit-ins.  When  our  integrated 
group  wasn’t  served  at  a lunch  counter,  we 
organized  demos,  first  a small  one  of  our 
project  members  and  then  bigger  and  big- 
ger ones  of  black  youth,  mostly  teenagers, 
to  demonstrate  in  front  of  the  store.  We 
were  surrounded  by  a screaming  racist 


mob.  Each  day  our  forces  became  bigger, 
but  so  did  the  mobs.  The  cops  would  come 
in  their  squad  cars,  which  had  Confeder- 
ate flag  license  plates  on  the  front,  and 
laugh  at  the  whole  scene. 

Luckily  there  was  a longshore  union 
in  Gulfport,  a segregated,  black  local  of 
the  International  Longshoremen’s  Asso- 
ciation. I heard  there  were  negotiations 
with  the  union  president,  the  mayor  and 
the  chief  of  police.  The  union  president 
said  that  if  we  were  killed  or  arrested,  the 
longshoremen  would  go  on  strike  and  shut 
the  port.  Well,  that  worked!  We  weren’t 
arrested  or  killed  and  the  lunch  counter 
began  serving  blacks. 

I wish  I could  have  met  these  longshore- 
men. They  were  just  the  power  in  the 
background,  but  I was  impressed  with 
them.  SNCC  didn’t  know  what  to  do  with 
them,  but  it  seemed  to  me  that  there  must 
be  some  left  group  out  there  who  knew 
how  to  organize  the  power  of  labor.  In 
the  Spartacist  League’s  successful  anti- 
Klan  united  fronts,  I saw  that  power  con- 
sciously mobilized  in  the  fight  for  black 
freedom. 

“Every  Dime  Buys  a Bullet” 

When  I was  in  Mississippi,  pacifism 
was  wearing  pretty  thin.  First  of  all,  the 
Los  Angeles  Watts  upheaval  broke  out. 
Martin  Luther  King  said  that  “as  power- 
ful a police  force  as  possible”  should  be 
brought  to  L.A.  to  stop  it.  SNCC  activists 
on  my  project  cursed  King  for  that.  To 
SNCC  members  like  me  he  was  a sell- 
out. James  Forman  commented  that  “the 
Mississippi  Summer  Project  was  clearly  a 
popular  struggle.  It  confirmed  the  abso- 
lute necessity  for  armed  self-defense." 
We  experienced  that,  too.  Worried  about 
the  threats  to  our  house  in  Gulfport,  we 
moved  out  for  a while.  With  another 
young  white  woman,  I went  to  stay  with  a 
friendly  black  family.  They  kept  insisting 
that  there  would  be  “no  violence,  no  vio- 
lence.” When  I looked  around  the  room.  I 
could  see  that  every  guy  there  was  hold- 
ing a rifle  or  a shotgun.  I just  thought, 
"Well,  this  is  the  kind  of  ‘nonviolence’ 
I’m  for!" 

The  white  SNCC  worker  I drove  back 
to  California  with  at  the  end  of  the  sum- 
mer had  spent  his  time  in  the  Mississippi 
Delta.  They  had  encouraged  black  people 
to  vote  and  assured  them  they  would  pro- 
vide protection  if  they  did.  He  spent  every 
night  up  touring  the  black  section  of  town 
with  several  guys  and  some  shotguns 
watching  for  nightriders  or  Klansmen.  As 
we  have  always  said  about  gun  control.  "If 
guns  are  banned,  only  the  cops  and  the 
Klan  will  have  guns.” 

In  fact,  armed  self-defense  was  con- 
siderably more  popular  than  people  now 
realize.  There  was  the  courageous  Robert 
F.  Williams,  Marine  veteran  and  author 
of  Negroes  With  Guns,  in  Monroe,  North 


Carolina,  and  the  Louisiana-based  Dea- 
cons for  Defense  and  Justice.  Williams, 
who  as  head  of  a local  NAACP  chapter 
organized  armed  self-defense  against 
the  Klan,  was  disowned  by  the  national 
NAACP  and  hounded  out  of  the  country 
by  the  FBI.  The  Deacons  for  Defense  also 
protected  civil  rights  activists.  The  Spart- 
acist League  raised  money  for  the  Dea- 
cons for  Defense,  with  the  slogan  "Every 
Dime  Buys  a Bullet." 

At  one  point,  the  people  on  my  project 
insisted  that  we  talk  to  the  FBI.  As  a red- 
diaper  baby,  I was  horrified,  but  I couldn’t 
convince  my  co-workers  not  to  do  it.  I was 
always  convinced  that  talking  to  them  set 
us  up  for  the  bomb  threats  that  made  us 
have  to  move  out  and  stay  with  the  black 
family. 

The  illusions  in  the  FBI  were  part  of 
the  illusions  in  the  federal  government.  In 
fact,  the  FBI  rode  with  the  Klan!  In  the 
’60s,  FBI  informers  held  top-level  lead- 
ership roles  in  the  Klan.  In  1965,  nearly 
2,000  of  the  FBI-estimated  10,000  Klan 
members  were  their  own  informants;  that 
is  one  out  of  five!  The  Klan  couldn’t  move 
without  the  FBI  knowing  it  beforehand. 
They  weren’t  there  to  disrupt  the  Klan; 
they  were  loyal  dual  members  of  both 
organizations. 

The  most  notorious  FBI  “informant" 
in  the  Klan  was  Gary  Rowe,  who  was 
involved  in  the  infamous  1963  church 
bombing  in  Birmingham  that  killed  four 
little  black  girls.  He  was  also  in  the  car, 
and  may  have  been  the  actual  triggerman 
who  shot  down  civil  rights  worker  Viola 
Liuzzo  on  the  highway  outside  Selma, 
Alabama,  after  the  troops  were  removed 
from  the  Selma-to-Montgomery  march. 
This  was  government  policy  directed  not 
just  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover  but  by  liberals 
like  Kennedy.  As  an  arm  of  the  state,  the 
FBI’s  mission  was  to  derail,  disrupt  and 
“neutralize”  black  and  red  organizations. 
And  if  that  meant  cooperation  with  the 
Klan,  then  that’s  what  it  meant. 

Finally  I will  comment  that  one  of  the 
other  SNCC  projects  I liked  was  a little 
library  that  we  ran  out  of  our  small  office. 
We  had  been  sent  a book  collection  by  lib- 
erals in  the  North.  Since  the  public  library 
had  only  been  open  to  blacks  for  one  year 
in  Gulfport,  it  was  still  pretty  dangerous 
for  a black  person  to  go  there.  So  our 
library  was  much  appreciated  and  every- 
one was  very  careful  to  return  the  books. 
When  things  were  slow,  I read  up  on  black 
history,  trying  to  work  my  way  through 
W.E.B.  Du  Bois  on  Reconstruction.  I also 
read  Booker  T.  Washington’s  autobiogra- 
phy. I had  never  heard  of  him  before,  but 
I was  immediately  horrified  at  his  apolo- 
gias for  segregation  and  his  opposition  to 
the  fight  for  equality.  I announced  to  my 
fellow  SNCC  members  that  he  was  noth- 
ing but  an  Uncle  Tom.  For  years  I thought 
this  was  the  basic  position  of  leftists,  black 
and  white.  Can  you  imagine  my  surprise 
to  see  that  today  black  intellectuals  are 
trying  to  rehabilitate  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton? [See  ‘“Separate  but  Equal’  Poison: 
The  Rehabilitation  of  Booker  T.  Washing- 
ton,” WV'No.  1000,  13  April.] 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 
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Transit 

Workers... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

On  the  picket  lines,  transit  workers  were 
pumped  up,  solid  and  determined.  Other 
city  workers  with  expired  union  contracts 
intently  followed  the  strike.  The  shutdown 
of  transit  drew  support  from  working  peo- 
ple across  the  city  and  beyond  at  a time 
when  U.S.  imperialism  was  waist  deep  in 
its  occupations  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
and  outrage  at  the  racist  abandonment  of 
black  people  after  Hurricane  Katrina  was 
still  simmering.  Pickets  were  cheered  in 
poor  and  working-class  areas  near  main- 
tenance barns  and  bus  depots.  As  revolu- 
tionary Marxist  leader  V.  I.  Lenin  com- 
mented a century  ago,  whereas  liberals 
“tell  the  workers:  ‘You  are  strong  when 
you  have  the  sympathy  of  “society",’  the 
Marxist  tells  the  workers  something  dif- 
ferent, namely:  'You  have  the  sympathy 
of  “society"  when  you  are  strong’"  (“Eco- 
nomic and  Political  Strikes,”  May  1912). 

Strike  headquarters  should  have  dis- 
patched flying  pickets  to  shut  down  the 
Long  Island  Rail  Road,  Metro-North, 
New  Jersey  Transit  and  PATH  commuter 
lines,  cutting  off  public  transport  in  and 
out  of  Manhattan.  That  did  not  happen. 
By  the  second  day  of  the  strike,  the  Local 
100  leadership  was  under  mounting  pres- 
sure not  only  from  the  class  enemy  but 
also  from  numerous  labor  officials  to 
throw'  in  the  towel.  The  city  union  tops 
let  Local  100  hang  out  to  dry.  refusing 
even  to  mouth  support  for  the  strike, 
while  the  scabherders  of  the  TWU  Inter- 
national told  strikers  to  return  to  work. 

By  issuing  anti-strike  injunctions  and 
fines,  the  courts  provided  an  object  lesson 
in  their  role  as  part  of  the  repressive  capital- 
ist state  apparatus,  together  with  the  cops 
and  prisons.  Even  as  it  was  feeling  the  pres- 
sure from  the  capitalist  state  agencies,  the 
Local  100  bureaucracy  remained  firmly 
committed  to  its  class-collaborationist 
strategy.  For  the  umpteenth  time,  it  trotted 
out  Patrolmen’s  Benevolent  Association 
president  Pat  Lynch  as  the  union’s  “ally," 
reinforcing  the  suicidal  notion  that  the 
cops,  whose  job  is  to  break  strikes  and  ter- 
rorize the  ghettos,  are  fellow  workers. 
Local  100  officials  went  on  to  endorse 
Democrat  Spitzer,  the  single  person  most 
responsible  for  bringing  the  hammer  down 
on  the  TWU,  in  his  gubernatorial  bid  the 
following  year. 

After  barely  60  hours,  the  TWU  leader- 
ship folded  the  strike  with  no  real  gains  to 
show  for  it.  The  sellout  encouraged  Spitzer 
and  the  courts  to  slam  individual  strikers 
and  Local  100  with  heavy  fines.  The  Tous- 
saint  leadership  only  complained  about  the 
“excessive"  character  of  the  state’s  ven- 
detta against  the  unions.  A substandard 
contract  was  eventually  forced  on  transit 
workers  through  a nearly  year-long  arbitra- 
tion process  after  they  first  voted  it  down. 
With  the  union  in  retreat,  the  automatic 
dues  checkoff  was  punitively  taken  away 
by  the  courts  in  June  2007.  It  was  restored 
17  months  later  only  after  Toussaint  agreed 
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to  sign  a "no  strike”  pledge. 

Ending  the  popular  walkout  as  it  was 
on  the  upswing  had  a corrosive  effect  on 
many  workers,  as  the  consciousness  of 
labor’s  power  they  acquired  during  the 
strike  rapidly  eroded.  Moving  from  feel- 
ing strong  on  the  picket  lines  to  becom- 
ing increasingly  cynical  about  the  union, 
many  drew  the  wrong  lessons.  Out  of 
anger  at  Toussaint  & Co.,  half  the  mem- 
bership fell  behind  in  their  dues  after  the 
checkoff  system  was  stopped.  With  one- 
third  of  the  workforce  still  in  arrears,  the 
cohesiveness  of  the  union  has  been  torn 
and  its  financial  resources  diminished. 

Across  the  country,  the  abolition  of 
dues  checkoff,  along  with  “right  to  work" 
laws,  is  being  wielded  as  a club  against 
unions.  When  the  capitalists  and  their 
state  agencies  take  away  dues  checkoff, 
these  efforts  to  bankrupt  the  unions  must 
be  combatted.  But  dues  checkoff  is  actu- 
ally a form  of  financial  blackmail,  leav- 
ing a union’s  money  in  the  hands  of  the 
bosses.  The  arrangement  allows  labor 
officials  to  evade  the  responsibility  of 
facing  the  membership  to  collect  dues. 
It  also  expresses  the  bureaucrats’  desire 
for  harmony  with  the  bosses,  since  mak- 


ing the  companies  the  unions’  bank- 
ers undercuts  the  capacity  to  strike.  Of 
course,  the  labor  traitors  are  generally 
more  interested  in  wasting  the  union  war 
chest  on  electing  capitalist  politicians. 
Workers  must  fight  for  the  unions  to 
directly  control  dues  collection. 

For  a Class-Struggle 
Perspective! 

The  lie  of  the  partnership  of  labor  and 
capital  preached  by  the  TWU  bureau- 
crats finds  expression  in  their  patriotic 
salute  to  U.S.  imperialism’s  “national 
interests”  and  their  enlisting  the  union  to 
act  as  an  adjunct  to  the  cops  in  the  reac- 
tionary “war  on  terror.”  In  every  elec- 
tion, the  labor  officialdom  mobilizes 
votes  for  the  Democrats,  sowing  the  vain 
hope  that  these  representatives  of  capital 
will  come  to  the  unions’  aid.  Then  like 
clockwork,  TWU  leaders  dispatch  teams 
to  go  to  Albany  and  Washington  to  beg 
for  mercy. 

With  Democratic  governor  Andrew 
Cuomo  slashing  the  pensions  of  state 
employees,  John  Samuelsen  has  hailed  the 
fact  that  transit  new-hires  were  kept  from 
suffering  the  worst  of  the  cuts  as  vindica- 
tion of  such  lobbying  efforts.  But  the  deal 
brokered  for  future  transit  workers  is  a con- 
cession by  the  union  that  further  fragments 
an  increasingly  divided  workforce.  While 
many  municipal  new-hires  will  have  to 
work  to  age  63  to  retire,  new  transit  work- 
ers retain  the  right  to  retire  at  full  pension 
at  age  55  after  25  years  of  service.  How- 
ever, they  will  pay  more  and  get  less  than 
current  transit  workers.  Refusal  to  sell  out 
"the  unborn"  (future  hires)  was  one  of  the 
issues  that  sparked  the  2005  strike.  Now 
the  bureaucracy  is  packaging  its  betrayal 
of  the  same  workers  as  a victory. 

The  Samuelsen  leadership  has  also 
acquiesced  to  the  reintroduction  of  the 
racist  union-busting  “workfare"  program 


first  rolled  out  by  the  MTA  in  a deal  cut 
with  the  union  in  the  1990s.  The  Work 
Experience  Program  (WEP)  compels  wel- 
fare recipients  to  do  work  normally  done 
by  TWU  cleaners  in  exchange  for  their 
paltry  government  checks.  Drafted  into 
near  slavery,  the  WEP  workers  are  treated 
with  racist  contempt  by  the  bosses.  The 
TWU  must  fight  to  bring  WEP  workers 
into  the  union  at  full  union  pay.  protec- 
tions and  rights.  More  broadly,  the  labor 
movement  should  fight  for  union  control 
of  hiring. 

Class  collaboration  is  the  calling  card  of 
all  wings  of  the  TWU  bureaucracy.  Take, 
for  example.  Train  Operators  Chair  and 
Executive  Board  member  Steve  Downs, 
who  is  supported  by  the  fake-socialist 
outfit  Solidarity.  Downs  was  a founding 
member  of  the  now  defunct  New  Direc- 
tions caucus,  an  instrument  for  promoting 
the  careers  of  phony  “militants”  inside  the 
union.  Before  helping  propel  Toussaint  into 
office,  for  years  New  Directions  brought 
court  suits  against  their  opponents  in  the 
union,  treacherous  actions  that  opened  up 
the  TWU  to  meddling  and  intervention 
by  the  bosses’  state.  Continuing  to  do  his 
part  in  chaining  workers  to  the  capitalist 


system,  on  March  30  Downs  voted  in  favor 
of  an  executive  board  motion  to  endorse 
imperialist  Commander-in-Chief  Obama 
in  the  2012  presidential  race.  We  will  not 
hold  our  breath  waiting  for  Solidarity  to 
chastise  Downs  for  crossing  the  class  line. 
In  2008,  these  reformists  supported  Cyn- 
thia McKinney,  the  presidential  candidate 
of  the  small-time  capitalist  Green  Party. 

In  a March  30  letter  to  Obama,  Samu- 
elsen pledges  “to  do  everything  we  can 
to  help  you  continue  your  vision  for  the 
future  of  our  nation  on  all  the  pressing 
issues  of  our  time,”  including  “economic 
justice  for  the  99  percent.”  Obama  is  a 
Wall  Street  Democrat  whose  "vision" 
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December  2002:  Then  Local  100 
president  Roger  Toussaint  embraces 
MTA  chairman  Peter  Kalikow  after 
announcement  of  sellout  contract. 

has  meant  engineering  a bailout  for  the 
auto  bosses  that  slashed  workers’  wages, 
expanding  domestic  repression  in  the 
name  of  the  "war  on  terror,"  and  raining 
devastation  down  on  Iraq,  Afghanistan 
and  beyond.  Alarmed  by  Obama’s  wan- 
ing popularity,  the  Local  100  tops  were 
in  the  vanguard  of  those  union  officials 
who  threw  support  to  the  Occupy  protests 
last  year.  The  labor  bureaucracy  sees  in 
Occupy ’s  populism  a vehicle  to  rekindle 
enthusiasm  for  the  Democrats  in  the 
November  elections. 

The  global  economic  crisis  that  set  the 
current  union-busting  assault  on  public 
workers  in  motion  is  the  product  of  the 
anarchic  capitalist  system  of  production 
for  profit.  From  transit  workers  clinging  to 
their  pensions  to  families  trying  to  keep 
their  homes,  working  people  are  being  sac- 
rificed to  the  vultures  of  finance  capital. 

There  is  a burning  need  for  a working- 
class  counteroffensive — including  a fight 
for  free,  quality  health  care  and  education 
for  all,  for  all  pensions  to  be  guaranteed 
by  the  government,  for  free  mass  transit 
and  other  vital  services.  A struggle  by 
public  workers  to  defend  their  hard-won 
gains  and  expand  social  services  could 
mobilize  broad  support  among  working 
people  and  the  poor.  A determined,  mili- 
tant campaign  to  organize  the  masses  of 
unorganized  workers  would  go  a long  way 
to  breathing  new  life  into  the  unions.  In 
waging  such  struggles,  the  unions  will 
have  to  champion  the  fight  for  black 
freedom  and  the  defense  of  foreign-born 
workers,  demanding  full  citizenship  rights 
for  all  immigrants. 

To  transform  the  unions  into  class- 
struggle  battalions  will  require  breaking 
the  chains  that  tie  them  to  the  exploiters, 
above  all  the  support  to  the  Democratic 
Party.  The  key  to  unchaining  the  power 
of  the  working  class  is  the  building  of  a 
revolutionary  workers  party.  Such  a party 
would  not  only  fight  against  the  immedi- 
ate ravages  of  capitalism  but  also  would 
lead  the  struggle  to  expropriate  the  para- 
sitic bourgeoisie  through  socialist  revolu- 
tion, establishing  a workers  government 
where  those  who  labor  rule.  ■ 


AP 


Bus  workers  picket  at  outbreak  of  powerful  December  2005  transit  strike. 
TWU  tops  folded  on  third  day  of  strike,  gravely  weakening  union. 


10 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Down  With  French  Colonial  Repression ! 

Youth  Revolt  on  Island  of  Reunion 


The  following,  is  a translation  of  a 
March  9 leaflet  issued  by  the  Ligue 
Trotskyste  de  France,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist). 

On  the  island  of  Reunion,  a week 
of  protests  took  place  last  month 
against  high  prices  and  racist  colo- 
nial oppression — the  daily  lot  of  the 
majority,  especially  youth.  Now  the 
governor  of  this  colony  of  French 
imperialism,  the  prefect  Lalande, 
boasts  about  the  results:  233  people 
arrested,  159  of  whom  were  placed 
in  police  custody.  Most  of  these  are 
youth.  Twenty  people  were  put  in 
jail,  with  sentences  ranging  up  to 
three  years  ( Liberation , 27  Feb- 
ruary). Today,  the  island  is  no 
longer  under  the  media  spotlight, 
but  repression  has  not  let  up:  On 
March  1 three  youth  were  sentenced 
to  prison,  one  of  them  for  one  month 
and  another  for  three,  for  having  set 
fire  to  a trash  can,  which  slightly 
damaged  the  door  of  a post  office. 

A week  later,  a 36-year-old  man 
was  jailed  for  one  month  for  throwing 
stones  toward  police.  The  police  terror 
and  speedy  trials  are  reminiscent  of  the 
crackdown  after  the  revolt  in  the  French 
banlieues  [suburban  ghettos]  in  2005, 
when  youth  rebelled  against  the  racist 
police  terror  and  oppression  they  expe- 
rience daily  under  French  capitalism. 
The  LTF  demands  the  immediate  release 
of  all  youth  arrested  and  imprisoned 
during  the  recent  protests!  Drop  the 
charges!  French  troops,  riot  police:  Out 
of  Reunion! 

Given  the  contempt  of  the  French 
bourgeoisie  for  the  masses  in  Reunion, 
including  youth,  a social  explosion  was 
to  be  expected.  Sixty  percent  of  young 
people  on  the  island  are  unemployed, 
and  they  simply  see  no  future  before 
them.  With  the  economic  crisis,  the  situ- 
ation is  getting  worse.  Half  the  popula- 
tion of  Reunion  lives  below  the  poverty 
line.  In  France,  the  need  for  labor  has 
been  declining  for  several  decades,  and 
the  racist  rulers  of  decaying  French 
imperialism  do  not  intend  to  spend  any 
money  to  educate  and  train  young  peo- 
ple in  the  colonies.  The  situation  is  the 
same  for  working-class  youth  in  France, 
especially  for  ethnic  and  racial  minori- 
ties. In  Reunion,  illiteracy  is  widespread, 
affecting  nearly  one  in  four  adults.  This 
is  particularly  due  to  the  island’s  colonial 
status,  under  which  French  is  the  only 


Youth  protest  in  Reunion  capital  of  Saint-Denis  on  February  23. 
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official  language,  despite  the  fact  that 
Creole  is  the  mother  tongue  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  population.  “French  only"  is  a 
racist  language  policy.  For  full  equality 
of  all  languages,  with  no  special  status 
for  French! 

What  sparked  the  youth  revolt  in 
Reunion  was  in  fact  a protest  by  the 
National  Federation  of  Truckers  (FNTR), 
an  employers'  organization,  which  blocked 
the  fuel  depot  on  the  island  to  protest 
the  exorbitant  cost  of  petroleum  prod- 
ucts. The  FNTR  urged  people  to  take  to 


Haiti... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

disease  is  on  the  rise  is  a damning  indict- 
ment of  imperialism’s  subjugation  of  the 
masses  of  the  Caribbean,  Latin  America, 
Africa  and  Asia.  As  we  wrote  when  a 
cholera  outbreak  ravaged  Lima,  the  capital 
of  Peru,  in  1991: 

"Virtually  wiped  out  in  the  20th  century, 
large-scale  epidemics  of  cholera  have 
reappeared  in  direct  proportion  to  the 
increasing  poverty  and  backwardness 
inflicted  by  the  Wall  Street  bloodsuckers 
upon  their  semi-colonial  slaves.... 
"Cholera  is  not  a natural  disaster.  Like 
the  waves  of  famine  lashing  Africa  in 
recent  years,  it  is  a manmade  disaster. 
More  specifically,  this  epidemic  is  a cap- 
italist disaster.  It  is  a direct  consequence 
of  imperialism,  which  squeezes  the  life 
out  of  the  poor  to  fill  the  coffers  of  the 
capitalist  bankers.” 

— “Debt  and  Death  in 
Latin  America: 

Cholera  and  Capitalism," 

WV  No.  527,  24  May  1991 
Cholera  can  be  stopped  by  the  intro- 
duction of  the  most  basic  public  health 
measures.  But  such  needs  cannot  be  met 


in  impoverished  countries  like  Haiti,  dev- 
astated by  plunder  and  brutal  repression 
under  imperialist  subjugation.  The  only 
way  out  of  the  misery  imposed  on  the 
Haitian  masses  lies  in  socialist  revolution 
throughout  the  Caribbean  and,  crucially, 
in  the  North  American  imperialist  heart- 
land. The  social  base  for  workers  revolu- 
tion is  exceedingly  narrow  in  a country 
as  destitute  and  ground  down  as  Haiti. 
Struggles  by  the  Haitian  masses  against 
imperialist  depredation  must  be  linked  to 
class  and  social  struggles  in  the  neighbor- 
ing Dominican  Republic,  where  Haitians 
are  a sizable  component  of  the  proletariat, 
and  elsewhere  in  the  Caribbean. 

Our  perspective — for  a workers  and 
peasants  government  in  Haiti  as  part  of 
a socialist  federation  of  the  Caribbean — 
is  inextricably  linked  to  the  fight  for  the 
revolutionary  overthrow  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism. In  diaspora.  Haitians,  Jamaicans  and 
others  can  play  a crucial  role  as  a bridge  to 
the  rest  of  the  American  proletariat,  partic- 
ularly to  other  black  workers.  The  key  is  to 
build  revolutionary  workers  parties — sec- 
tions of  a reforged  Fourth  International — 
to  lead  the  workers  in  this  struggle.  ■ 


the  streets  to  help  it  confront  the  cops. 
This  action  against  the  price  of  gaso- 
line spread  like  wildfire,  and  the  pro- 
tests and  riots  spread  from  one  city  to 
another.  The  trucking  bosses  soon  dis- 
tanced themselves  from  the  youth  and 
left  them  defenseless  against  repression. 
Just  hours  after  its  call  to  action,  the 
FNTR  made  a deal  with  the  prefect  and 
began  to  call  on  the  truckers  to  end  the 
blockades. 

Youth  as  such  have  practically  no 
social  power.  The  labor  movement  of 
Reunion,  as  well  as  in  France,  must  take 
up  the  fight  against  poverty  and  colonial 
racism  imposed  on  the  vast  majority  of 
islanders.  There  must  be  no  illusions:  if 
[Socialist  Party  candidate]  Francois  Hol- 


landc  is  elected  president  in  May, 
this  will  in  no  way  alter  the  endemic 
poverty  and  the  daily  struggle  for 
survival  by  the  majority  of  the 
island’s  population.  The  last  major 
riots,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Le 
Chaudron,  took  place  in  1991  under 
[Socialist  president  Francois]  Mit- 
terrand, and  the  crackdown  was  as 
harsh  as  today. 

Some  175,000  people  from  Reunion 
live  in  France,  representing  a quarter 
of  the  population  of  the  island.  They 
are  integrated  into  the  working  class, 
mainly  in  transportation  and  hos- 
pitals. The  French  labor  movement 
as  a whole,  not  just  workers  from 
Reunion,  must  protest  the  repres- 
sion in  Reunion.  The  iron  fist  of 
the  state  comes  down  hardest  on 
France’s  colonial  subjects,  as  well  as 
on  minority  youth,  Roma  [Gypsies] 
and  undocumented  immigrants.  But 
with  the  economic  crisis  and  deep- 
ening poverty,  the  bourgeoisie  con- 
tinually adds  to  its  arsenal  of  repres- 
sion and  renews  its  attacks  against 
all  workers,  who  are  the  only  ones  with 
the  social  power  to  paralyze  the  country 
and  cut  off  the  flow  of  profits  by  carry- 
ing out  strikes. 

Ultimately,  the  only  way  to  eradicate 
poverty  and  colonial  oppression  once  and 
for  all  is  to  fight  for  international  social- 
ist revolution  and  to  build  a revolution- 
ary party  that  is  determined  to  lead  the 
working  class  to  power.  The  fate  of  the 
socialist  revolution  in  Reunion  is  indis- 
solubly linked  with  the  struggle  of  work- 
ers in  France  and  nearby  South  Africa 
to  overthrow  capitalism.  A new  genera- 
tion of  militant  leaders  will  arise  from 
today’s  social  struggles  and  those  to 
come.  It  is  crucial  to  fight  for  the  right 
of  self-determination  of  Reunion  and  the 
other  remaining  French  colonies.  As  we 
are  opposed  to  French  colonialism,  we 
would  be  in  favor  of  independence.  But 
we  do  not  demand  it  now  because  at 
present  the  Reunion  islanders  (like  the 
people  of  Guadeloupe  and  Martinique) 
do  not  aspire  to  independence,  fearing 
that,  in  this  period  of  imperialist  depre- 
dations, their  already  precarious  situation 
would  worsen. 

Socialist  revolution  will  lay  the  basis 
for  a rationally  planned  economy  to  pro- 
duce what  is  needed,  instead  of  produc- 
ing for  profit.  It  will  allow  a qualitative 
development  of  the  productive  forces  and 
open  the  way  for  economic  development 
that  will  truly  end  the  struggle  for  sur- 
vival in  countries  under  the  jackboot  of 
imperialism.  For  a socialist  federation 
of  Southern  Africa!  For  the  Socialist 
United  States  of  Europe!  ■ 
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UN  Whitewashes  Role  in  Epidemic’s  Outbreak 


Cholera  Scourge  Continues 


Left:  Sign  at  March  8 International  Women’s  Day  protest  in  Haiti  reads, 
■Justice  for  Women  Victims  of  Cholera — No  UN."  Right:  Cholera  patients 
languish  in  hospital  in  Petite  Riviere  de  I'Artibonite,  November  2010. 


The  outbreak  of  cholera  that  erupted 
nine  months  after  the  catastrophic  Janu- 
ary 2010  earthquake  in  Haiti’s  capital. 
Port-au-Prince,  has  now  killed  more  than 

7.000  people,  making  it  the  largest  current 
cholera  epidemic  in  the  world.  Almost 

500.000  people  in  this  desperately  impov- 
erished country — some  5 percent  of  the 
population — have  been  infected  since  the 
start  of  the  outbreak.  The  cholera  bacte- 
ria. which  had  previously  not  existed  in 
Haiti,  was  introduced  by  newly  arrived 
Nepalese  troops,  part  of  the  UN  occupa- 
tion force  known  as  MINUSTAH  that  has 
occupied  Haiti  on  behalf  of  the  imperial- 
ists since  2004.  The  disease  spread  like 
wildfire  due  to  the  lack  of  a safe  pub- 
lic water  supply  in  the  country,  where 
untreated  sewage  is  simply  dumped  into 
streams  and  gutters.  Last  month,  as  the 
rainy  season  began,  the  number  of  new 
cases  suddenly  rose  again  (to  77  per  day) 
after  declining  since  last  summer. 

MINUSTAH  has  always  denied  intro- 
ducing the  cholera  bacteria  to  Haiti. 
However,  there  is  now  a mountain  of 
evidence  proving  that  UN  troops  did  just 
that — and  that  UN  officials  have  engaged 
in  a deliberate  and  cynical  cover-up  of 
responsibility.  UN  officials  obstructed  a 
medical  investigation  of  the  outbreak  by 
prohibiting  Haitian  health  officials  from 
entering  the  base  where  it  originated  to 
examine  UN  soldiers.  They  repeated  the 
lie  that  the  base  used  sealed  septic  tanks 
that  were  regularly  emptied  by  a con- 
tractor. But  shortly  after  the  start  of  the 
outbreak,  Al  Jazeera  filmed  UN  troops 
with  shovels  "working  furiously  to  con- 
tain what  looks  like  a sewage  spill"  and 
reported  excrement  from  latrines  flowing 
directly  into  the  river  bordering  the  base 
(New  York  Times , 31  March). 

Despite  that  evidence,  an  official  UN 
investigation  last  year  concluded  that  the 
epidemic  was  "not  the  fault  of,  or  delib- 
erate action  of,  a group  or  individual.” 
Then,  last  August,  researchers  in  Den- 
mark using  DNA  analysis  reported  defini- 
tive evidence  linking  the  Haitian  cholera 
bacteria  to  bacteria  in  Nepal.  The  Times 
article  reports  that  the  same  experts  who 
had  conducted  the  UN  investigation  now 
admit  privately  that  the  evidence  that  the 
cholera  came  from  Nepal  is  "irrefutable.” 
But  UN  officials  continue  to  stonewall.  A 
spokesman  for  UN  Secretary-General  Ban 
Ki-moon  declared  early  this  month  that  it 
is  "not  possible  to  be  conclusive  about  how 


cholera  was  introduced  into  Haiti.”  Need- 
less to  say,  the  UN’s  efforts  to  muddle  and 
distort  the  data  have  undercut  efforts  to 
fight  the  epidemic. 

The  UN’s  responsibility  in  the  out- 
break and  the  subsequent  cover-up  has 
greatly  deepened  popular  hostility  to 
the  imperialist  occupation  forces.  On  9 
December  2011,  several  thousand  people 
demonstrated  at  a UN  base  in  St.  Marc 
demanding  compensation  for  people 
infected  with  cholera.  Renewed  outrage 
against  the  occupation  has  also  been  fed 
by  a video  posted  online  last  September 
showing  Uruguayan  troops  from  the  UN 
contingent  raping  a young  Haitian  man. 

Since  2004  there  have  been  a number 
of  demonstrations  against  UN  "peacekeep- 
ers.” who  have  repeatedly  backed  violent 
assaults  by  the  Haitian  police  on  poor  com- 
munities and  on  demonstrations  against  the 
masses’  abject  living  conditions.  In  July 
2005,  hundreds  of  troops  moved  by  land, 
sea  and  air  into  the  Citd  Soleil  slum  in  Port- 
au-Prince.  unleashing  22.000  rounds  of 
ammunition  and  leaving  scores  of  residents 
dead,  including  children.  During  hunger 
riots  in  2008,  UN  troops  fired  on  crowds, 
killing  several  demonstrators. 

It  was  to  shore  up  this  bloody  occupa- 
tion force  that  Barack  Obama  dispatched 

20.000  combat  troops  in  the  guise  of  a 
“relief  effort"  soon  after  the  January  2010 
earthquake.  U.S.  imperialism’s  reoccupa- 
tion of  Haiti  aimed  to  secure  military  con- 
trol and  support  the  MINUSTAH  force.  In 
a 2008  diplomatic  cable  released  last  year 
by  WikiLeaks,  former  U.S.  Ambassador 
to  Haiti,  Janet  Sanderson,  emphasized  that 
the  UN  force  "is  an  indispensable  tool," 
producing  “real  regional  security  divi- 
dends for  the  U.S."  in  "the  hemisphere’s 
most  troubled  country."  The  elementary 
interests  of  the  Haitian  masses  begin  with 
the  demand:  All  UN  troops  out! 

Hail  Cuban  Doctors! 

Doctors  from  the  Cuban  bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  workers  state  played  a 
crucial  role  in  first  identifying  cholera  in 
the  town  of  Mirebalais  in  October  2010. 
They  promptly  sounded  the  alarm  about 
the  outbreak,  thus  lessening  the  death  toll. 
"We  knew  cholera  from  school,  but  it  was 
hard  to  believe  and  see  it  here  because 


Haiti  didn’t  have  it  before”  ( New  York 
Times,  7 November  2011). 

The  Cuban  medical  mission,  which 
has  provided  vital  aid  for  Haitians  since 
1998,  has  been  highly  praised  for  staying 
on  the  front  lines  to  do  what  they  could 
to  fight  the  epidemic.  While  Cuban  doc- 
tors were  inundated  with  patients  wast- 
ing away  from  uncontrollable  diarrhea, 
many  imperialist-funded  aid  organiza- 
tions pulled  out  as  the  death  rate  started 
to  peak  late  last  year.  As  one  UN  official 
put  it:  “Half  of  the  NGOs  are  already 
gone,  and  the  Cubans  are  still  there"  (New 
York  Times , 7 November  2011).  Cuba  has 
been  working  with  officials  from  Haiti 
and  some  other  countries  to  build,  staff 
and  equip  dozens  of  small  community 
hospitals  and  clinics,  a measure  of  the 
quality  of  both  its  own  public  health  sys- 
tem and  its  high-level  medical  training. 

Cholera  is  a disease  of  poverty.  Less 
than  12  percent  of  the  Haitian  popula- 
tion has  access  to  potable  water  delivered 
through  plumbing.  Only  17  percent  have 
access  to  what  is  termed  “improved  sani- 
tation,” a category  that  includes  simple  pit 
latrines.  Access  to  such  minimal  facilities 
has  actually  declined  since  1990.  Almost 
a third  of  Haitian  children  are  chronically 
malnourished.  According  to  UNICEF.- 
malnutrition  is  responsible  for  about  60 
percent  of  all  deaths  of  Haitians  under  the 
age  of  18. 

Haiti's  unspeakable  poverty  is  a direct 
product  of  racist  vengeance  and  imperial- 
ist ravages.  The  Haitian  masses  have  been 
paying  in  blood  for  the  revolution  carried 
out  under  Toussaint  L’Ouverture  against 
the  French  colonial  slavocracy  over  200 
years  ago,  which  culminated  in  the  first 
independent  black  state  established  in 
the  modern  era  and  inspired  slave  revolts 
across  the  Americas.  This  provoked  a 
frenzy  of  racist  hostility  from  both  France 
and  the  then-slaveowning  U.S.  that  has 
never  really  receded. 

During  the  past  century,  the  U.S.  has  re- 
peatedly asserted  its  domination  of  Haiti's 
political  and  economic  life.  The  U.S.  occu- 
pied the  country  from  1915-34  and  drowned 
an  anti-imperialist  revolt  in  blood.  Washing- 
ton then  installed  and  propped  up  a series 
of  brutal,  corrupt  bourgeois  puppet  regimes, 
most  infamously  that  of  Francois  "Papa 


Doc”  Duvalier,  who  organized  the  Tonton 
Macoutes  paramilitary  thugs  and  oversaw 
the  killing  of  50,000  of  his  opponents. 

Measures  imposed  by  Washington  on 
behalf  of  American  agribusiness  further 
aggravated  the  impoverishment  of  the 
country.  In  the  1980s,  the  U.S.  pressured 
the  Haitian  government  to  wipe  out  Cre- 
ole pigs,  an  important  food  source,  and 
substitute  U.S.  pigs,  which  did  not  survive 
the  tropical  climate.  Following  a U.S. 
military  intervention  in  September  1994, 
Haiti’s  production  of  rice  was  destroyed 
after  the  Clinton  administration  forced 
the  country  to  drastically  cut  tariffs  on 
imported  U.S.  rice.  Haiti,  which  once 
imported  only  20  percent  of  its  food,  now 
has  to  import  most  of  its  food,  at  much 
higher  prices.  This  includes  80  percent 
of  its  rice,  which  was  once  grown  in 
abundance.  In  recent  years,  the  poorest 
Haitians  have  resorted  to  eating  cakes  of 
dried  mud  and  sugar  when  prices  for  rice 
and  other  staples  are  high. 

Today,  more  than  two  years  after  the 
quake,  almost  half  a million  displaced 
people  continue  to  live  in  tents  and  tarp- 
covered  shacks.  In  spite  of  the  millions 
pledged  and  crocodile  tears  shed  by  the 
imperialists,  almost  nothing  has  been  done 
to  rebuild  destroyed  houses  and  what  little 
infrastructure  existed  before  the  quake. 
A “recovery  commission"  headed  by  Bill 
Clinton  that  was  supposed  to  oversee  aid 
spending  simply  closed  up  shop  last  fall. 

In  January  2011,  the  Obama  adminis- 
tration reversed  a moratorium  on  expel- 
ling Haitians  from  the  U.S..  which  was 
declared  following  the  quake,  and  began 
deporting  Haitians  convicted  of  crimes, 
even  minor  ones,  by  the  hundreds.  Since 
most  “criminal  aliens"  sent  back  to  Haiti 
are  immediately  thrown  into  the  country’s 
overcrowded  jails  in  the  middle  of  the 
cholera  epidemic,  the  deportations  rep- 
resent a potential  death  sentence.  Indeed, 
journalists  following  up  on  the  first  group 
of  27  deportees,  all  of  whom  were  impris- 
oned upon  their  arrival  in  Haiti,  reported 
that  one  died  of  the  disease  within  days  of 
his  expulsion  from  the  U.S. 

Imperialist  System  Condemns 
Masses  to  Misery 

The  World  Health  Organization  esti- 
mates that  up  to  120,000  people  die  of 
cholera  every  year  internationally.  The  fact 
that  this  highly  treatable  and  preventable 
continued  on  page  II 
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U.S.  Expands 

Domestic  Spying  Machine 
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Bipartisan  Assault 
on  Civil  Liberties 
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On  April  26,  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives passed  the  benign- 
sounding  but  deeply  ominous  Cyber 
Intelligence  Sharing  and  Protection 
Act  (CISPA).  Under  the  pretense 
of  seeking  to  secure  the  country’s 
computer  networks  from  "terror- 
ists," “cybercriminals”  and  foreign 
governments.  CISPA  provides  legal 
authority  for  the  National  Security 
Agency  (NSA)  and  the  Department 
of  Defense  to  obtain  detailed  and 
sensitive  personal  information  over 
the  Internet  without  first  obtaining  a 
search  warrant,  which  is  supposedly 
required  for  intercepting  phone  and 
postal  communications.  The  legisla- 
tion offers  immunity  to  corporations 
that  convey  the  information  to  the 
Feds  and  exempts  such  data  troves 
from  the  government’s  disclosure  obli- 
gations under  the  Freedom  of  Infor- 
mation Act. 

If  enacted,  CISPA  will  give  a blessing 
to  the  massive  phone  and  cybersnooping 
already  securely  in  place.  In  late  2005.  it 
was  revealed  that  the  NSA  was  intercept- 
ing not  only  communications  abroad  but 
also  those  of  U.S.  citizens,  without  First 
procuring  warrants.  A glimpse  of  the 
scope  of  such  snooping  was  provided  by 
retired  AT&T  worker  Mark  Klein,  who 
came  forward  to  reveal  how  the  NSA  had 
tapped  into  AT&T’s  fiber-optic  cables  to 
obtain  a copy  of  much  of  the  country’s 
Internet  data  flow.  Klein’s  revelations 
became  Exhibit  A in  a lawsuit  filed  by 
the  Electronic  Frontier  Foundation  (EFF) 
to  expose  and  stop  the  illegal  government 
data  mining  (see  "Phone  Worker  Exposes 
Government  Spying  Network,"  WV  No. 
953,  26  February  2010). 

In  an  April  20  interview  with  Democ- 
racy Now!,  longtime  NSA  staffer  William 
Binney  recalled  that  the  system  imple- 
mented at  AT&T,  supposedly  in  response 
to  the  September  11  attacks,  had  in  fact 
been  developed  earlier.  According  to  Bin- 
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Top:  New  NSA  spy  complex  under  construction  in  Utah.  Domestic  spying  has 
massively  increased  as  part  of  “war  on  terror"  under  both  George  W.  Bush  and 
Barack  Obama,  shown  with  FBI  Director  Robert  Mueller  at  NYC  Joint  Terrorism  Task 
Force  Headquarters,  October  2009. 
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ney,  the  NSA  was  "prepared  to  deploy 
about  eight  months  before  9/11.”  The  NSA 
spy  system  at  AT&T  was  set  up  under 
George  W.  Bush  at  the  time  of  the  Penta- 
gon’s notorious  Total  Information  Aware- 
ness project,  which  was  run  by  convicted 
Contragate  criminal  John  Poindexter.  Fol- 
lowing a public  outcry  over  revelations  of 
the  project’s  massive  accessing  of  e-mail 
and  other  information  on  the  Internet, 
Poindexter  resigned  and  Congress  made 
a show  of  cutting  off  funding  for  the  proj- 
ect. In  his  interview,  Binney  declared  that 
Poindexter’s  project  had  been  made  public 
"to  test  the  waters  in  Congress  to  see  how 
they  would  be  receptive  to  something  they 
were  already  doing."  Binney  resigned 
from  the  NSA  in  protest  when  the  sur- 
veillance program  he  helped  develop  was 
applied  to  U.S.  citizens. 

The  NSA-telecom  spy  network  that 
Mark  Klein  revealed  was  just  the  tip  of 
the  iceberg.  In  San  Antonio,  Texas,  the 
NSA  has  converted  an  old  Sony  factory 
nearly  as  large  as  a football  stadium  into 
a facility  to  intercept  data.  The  NSA  is 
putting  the  finishing  touches  on  its  Utah 
Data  Center  in  the  desert  town  of  Bluff- 
dale — a $2  billion  project,  five  times 
larger  than  the  U.S.  Capitol,  slated  for 
operation  next  year.  Coursing  through  its 
servers  and  routers  will  be  complete  con- 


tents of  e-mails,  cellphone  calls,  Google 
searches,  parking  receipts,  travel  itinerar- 
ies, books  purchased  and  much  more.  As 
revealed  in  an  article  by  James  Bamford 
in  Wired  magazine  (15  March),  the  NSA 
has  established  listening  posts  across 
the  country  and  has  created  a supercom- 
puter with  the  aim  of  breaking  the  most 
sophisticated  encryption  codes,  thus  try- 
ing to  remove  one  of  the  ways  people  can 
protect  their  privacy. 

To  put  it  bluntly,  the  government  wants 
to  know  what  you  do,  where  you  are,  what 
political  activities  you  engage  in,  what 
you  read,  what  music  you  listen  to,  who 
you  sleep  with,  what  your  bedmate  reads, 
what  his  or  her  political  affiliations  are, 
etc.  If  George  Orwell’s  Big  Brother  were 
watching,  he  would  be  on  the  short  end  of 
a sibling  rivalry. 

The  “war  on  terror"  was  launched  as 
a rationale  for  both  the  imperialist  occu- 
pations of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq  and  for 
expanding  state  repressive  powers  at 
home.  As  the  Spartacist  League  and  the 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  wrote  in  our 
2003  amici  curiae  (friends  of  the  court) 
brief  on  behalf  of  Jose  Padilla,  a U.S. 
citizen  seized  and  detained  by  the  gov- 
ernment as  an  "enemy  combatant”  in  the 
“war  on  terror":  “Like  the  ‘war  against 
communism’  and  the  ‘war  against  drugs,’ 
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this  ‘war’  is  a pretext  to  increase  the 
state’s  police  powers  and  repressive 
apparatus,  constricting  the  demo- 
cratic rights  of  the  population." 

Orwellian  Nightmare 

Forty-two  Democrats  joined  Con- 
gressional Republicans  in  voting  for 
CISPA,  though  other  Democrats  have 
voiced  vague  civil  libertarian  con- 
cern about  the  bill.  CISPA  now  has 
to  go  before  the  Senate,  and  President 
Obama  has  threatened  to  veto  the  bill, 
stating  apprehension  that  the  law  fails 
to  institute  “privacy,  confidentiality, 
and  civil  liberties  safeguards.”  This 
dance  of  the  Democrats  and  Repub- 
licans is  almost  as  old  as  the  fox-trot. 
After  voting  nearly  unanimously  for 
the  USA-Patriot  Act  in  2001.  Demo- 
crats in  Congress  have  made  a ritual 
of  balking  at  the  renewal  of  various 
of  its  provisions,  only  to  fall  into  line. 
When  the  NSA  phone  intercepts  were 
first  revealed.  Congressional  Democrats 
feigned  outrage.  But  after  squawking  a 
bit  they  voted  to  authorize  the  NSA  pro- 
gram in  2007  and  voted  for  its  renewal 
a year  later.  In  2009,  Obama’s  Justice 
Department  won  dismissal  of  the  EFF 
lawsuit. 

As  the  CEO  of  the  most  dangerous 
imperialist  power  in  the  world,  Obama  is 
concerned  that  CISPA  might  undermine 
receipt  of  data  from  the  private  sector, 
which  should  be  done  “in  a way  that  per- 
mits appropriate  sharing  within  the  Gov- 
ernment." Joined  by  the  American  Civil 
Liberties  Union,  which  opposes  CISPA. 
the  Obama  administration  proposes  that 
such  data  mining  be  overseen  not  by  an 
intelligence  agency  like  the  NSA  but  by 
a "civilian”  agency,  namely,  the  Depart- 
ment of  Homeland  Security,  the  massive 
government  agency  that  is  a centerpiece 
of  the  “war  on  terror.”  With  less  fanfare, 
the  Obama  administration  has  reportedly 
drafted  legislation  that  would  force  the 
Internet  industry  to  insure  that  the  govern- 
ment have  "backdoor"  access  to  all  forms 
of  Internet  communication. 

Already,  by  Bin  ney ’s  estimate,  the  Feds 
have  amassed  some  20  trillion  records  of 
communications  by  U.S.  citizens  through 
continued  on  page  8 
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Why  the  Soviet  Union 
Intervened  in  Afghanistan 


Lochon/Gamma 


Soviet  forces  land  at  Kabul  airport,  December  1979. 


In  “Afghanistan:  Women  Under  Imperi- 
alist Occupation"  ( WV  No.  998,  16  March) 
we  highlighted  the  huge  gains  made  by 
Afghan  women  under  the  Soviet  mili- 
tary presence  in  the  1980s  and  wrote  that 
the  Soviet  intervention  in  Afghanistan  in 
December  1979  was  "a  decent  and  progres- 
sive act,  even  if  it  was  carried  out  by  the 
corrupt  and  conservative  regime  of  Leo- 
nid Brezhnev,  that  cut  against  the  grain  of 
the  Stalinist  dogma  of  ‘socialism  in  one 
country’.”  While  the  latter  assertion  has 
appeared  in  other  articles  in  our  press, 
it  does  not  accurately  and  fully  convey 
what  drove  the  Kremlin  bureaucracy  to 
intervene. 

In  particular,  the  article  does  not  make 
it  clear  that  Moscow  did  not  send  100,000 
troops  into  Afghanistan  to  effect  a social 


revolution.  The  bureaucracy’s  aim  was 
narrower  but  legitimate:  to  protect  the 
Soviet  Union’s  southern  flank  and  to 
make  an  unstable,  strategically  placed 
client  state  secure.  The  military  interven- 
tion into  Afghanistan  was  an  exceptional 
act.  But  it  did  not  put  into  question  the 
bureaucracy’s  Stalinist  program. 

In  fact,  the  Soviet  bureaucracy  initially 
resisted  intervening  in  Afghanistan,  in 
spite  of  repeated  requests  by  the  mod- 
ernizing nationalist  People’s  Democratic 
Party  (PDPA)  regime  in  Kabul,  which  was 
unable  on  its  own  to  fend  off  the  reaction- 
ary Islamic  fundamentalist  threat  stoked 
by  the  U.S.  Arguing  against  sending 
troops  into  Afghanistan,  Soviet  foreign 
minister  Andrei  Gromyko  in  March  1979 
expressed  the  concerns  of  the  Kremlin 


bureaucracy,  which  had  for  decades  pur- 
sued the  illusory  goal  of  peacefully  coex- 
isting with  imperialism:  “All  that  we  have 
done  in  recent  years  with  such  effort  in 
terms  of  detente,  arms  reduction,  and 
much  more — all  that  would  be  thrown 
back."  What  finally  compelled  Moscow 
to  pour  troops  into  Afghanistan  was  the 
fear  that  the  PDPA  regime,  with  Prime 
Minister  Taraki  assassinated  and  his  suc- 
cessor Hafizullah  Amin  reportedly  mak- 
ing approaches  to  Washington,  was  about 
to  collapse  in  the  face  of  the  CIA-backed 
jihad. 

The  Stalinist  bureaucracy  was  a ruling 
caste,  a parasite  upon  the  state  issuing 
from  the  proletarian  October  Revolution 
of  1917.  In  late  1924,  Stalin  proclaimed 
the  anti-Marxist  dogma  of  “building 
socialism  in  one  country,”  codifying  the 
bureaucracy’s  outlook,  which  subordi- 
nated the  interests  of  the  international 
proletariat  to  the  defense  of  its  own  privi- 
leged position.  At  the  same  time,  the 
Stalinist  regime  rested  on  the  socialized 
foundations  of  the  workers  state,  which  it 
was  at  times  compelled  to  defend.  Even 
after  nearly  six  decades  of  Stalinist 
repression,  lies  and  sellouts,  this  contra- 
dictory character  persisted,  as  exempli- 
fied by  the  military  intervention  into 
Afghanistan. 

Moscow’s  intervention  both  defended 
the  Soviet  Union  and  posed  the  objective 
possibility  of  a revolutionary  transforma- 
tion of  hideously  backward  Afghanistan, 
where  the  status  of  women  was  a central 
factor  in  the  unfolding  civil  war.  When 
the  Soviet  Army  went  in  and  fought 
against  the  anti-Communist  tribal  chiefs 
and  mullahs,  who  were  committed  to 
mass  illiteracy  and  the  enslavement  of 
women,  we  declared:  “Hail  Red  Army 
in  Afghanistan!”  and  called  to  “Extend 
social  gains  of  the  October  Revolution  to 
Afghan  peoples!” 

The  Soviet  presence  brought  with  it 
literacy,  doctors,  technicians  and  the 
first  taste  of  liberation  for  Afghan  women. 
But  from  the  outset,  the  Moscow  bu- 
reaucracy tried  to  limit  the  scale  of  social 
reforms  in  order  to  conciliate  the  feudal- 
ist opposition.  After  PDPA  forces  and 
Soviet  troops  routed  the  reactionary  muja- 
hedin rebels  from  strategic  positions  near 
the  capital,  Kabul,  in  1982,  we  wrote: 
“Instead  of  capitulating  to  the  mullah 
reaction,  by  limiting  land  reform  and 
literacy  campaigns,  the  Soviets  should 
be  pouring  the  money  in  there  on  a mas- 
sive scale:  land  to  the  tiller  and  cheap 
credit,  health  programs,  etc.  But  that 
means  social  revolution....  And  that  does 
not  square  with  the  Kremlin’s  policies 
of  detente  and  ‘two-stage’  revolution” 
(“Reagan,  Begin  & Hitler,"  WV  No.  308, 
25  June  1982). 

From  the  beginning,  we  warned  that  in 
its  futile  quest  for  peaceful  coexistence 
with  imperialism,  the  Soviet  bureaucracy 
could  reach  a deal  with  the  imperialists 
to  withdraw.  By  the  time  Mikhail  Gor- 
bachev came  to  power  in  1985,  the  Sta- 
linist bureaucrats  were  increasingly  com- 
mitted to  withdrawing  from  Afghanistan. 
Soviet  media  churned  out  defeatist  propa- 


ganda about  the  Afghan  war  to  turn  the 
Soviet  population  against  it.  Gorbachev — 
who  went  from  orchestrating  the  dis- 
mantling of  centralized  planning  in  the 
USSR  to,  in  1990,  advocating  outright 
capitalist  restoration — openly  declared 
that  "after  all,  it’s  not  socialism  we  want" 
in  Afghanistan.  In  1988-89,  even  though 
the  Red  Army  and  PDPA  forces  were 
prevailing  militarily,  Gorbachev  opened 
the  road  to  murderous  mujahedin  rule  in 
Afghanistan  by  withdrawing  the  Soviet 
armed  forces.  Three  years  later,  in  1992, 
the  mujahedin  marched  into  Kabul. 
The  treacherous  Soviet  troop  withdrawal 
directly  paved  the  way  for  the  destruction 
of  the  USSR  in  the  capitalist  counterrev- 
olution of  1991-92  led  by  Boris  Yeltsin,  a 
historic  defeat  for  the  proletariat  and  the 
oppressed  around  the  world. 

In  1936,  Leon  Trotsky  pointed  out  in 
his  analysis  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state.  The  Revolution  Betrayed , 
that  if  the  working  class  did  not  throw 
out  the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  the  bureauc- 
racy would  devour  the  workers  state.  To 
restore  the  Soviet  state  and  the  Red 
Army  to  their  revolutionary  and  interna- 
tionalist mission  required  a proletarian 
political  revolution  against  the  Stalinist 
usurpers  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshe- 
vik Party. 

In  early  1989,  in  the  wake  of  the  Soviet 
troop  withdrawal  from  Afghanistan,  our 
international  tendency  proposed  to  organ- 
ize an  international  brigade  to  combat 
the  mujahedin  forces.  Our  offer — made 
in  defense  of  women  and  other  targets  of 
Islamic  reaction  in  Afghanistan  and  in 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  itself — was 
turned  down  by  the  Afghan  government. 
Organizing  such  brigades  could  have  had 
an  explosive  effect  in  the  USSR — par- 
ticularly among  veterans  of  the  Afghan 
war  who  saw  their  involvement  there  as 
their  internationalist  duty — by  promot- 
ing the  struggle  for  proletarian  political 
revolution  against  the  decomposing  Sta- 
linist bureaucracy  that  was  selling  out  the 
gains  of  October.  ■ 


Reuters 


Afghan  women’s  militia,  1989. 


On  Capitalist  Democracy 

The  press  agents  of  the  imperialist  bour- 
geoisies all  peddle  the  supposed  intertwin- 
ing of  capitalism  and  political  democracy  as 
if  the  two  had  formed  as  peas  in  a pod.  a 
myth  reinforced  by  the  reformist  left.  In  fact, 
the  capitalist  class,  for  whom  democratic 
forms  serve  to  cover  its  class  rule,  can  and 
will  resort  to  the  most  extreme  police-state 
regimes  to  crush  any  working-class  assault 
on  the  institution  of  private  property.  Writ- 
ing in  1935  in  the  aftermath  of  the  rise  of 
Hitlerite  fascism  in  Germany,  British  polit- 
ical philosopher  Harold  Laski  explained  the  conjunctural  and  reversible  nature  of 
democracy  under  capitalism.  Laski,  a Marxist  academic,  was  a left  social  democrat 
who  wrote  incisively  on  the  capitalist  state. 

The  transition  from  feudal  to  bourgeois  society  was  only  accomplished  by  heavy 
fighting.  There  is  no  reason  to  suppose,  unless  we  assume  that  men  are  now  more  ratio- 
nal than  at  any  time  in  the  past,  that  we  can  transform  the  foundations  of  bourgeois 
society  without  heavy  fighting  also;  and  the  assumption  of  greater  rationality  is  an  illu- 
sion born  of  special  historical  circumstances  and  now  fading  before  our  eyes.... 

It  was  only  when  the  combination  of  war-weariness  and  the  Russian  Revolution 
began  to  strip  the  mask  from  the  tragic  drama  of  war  that  men  began  to  realize,  in 
any  numbers,  how  accidental  was  the  union  of  capitalism  with  democracy.  It  was  the 
outcome,  not  of  an  essential  harmony  of  inner  principle,  but  of  that  epoch  in  economic 
evolution  when  capitalism  was  in  its  phase  of  expansion.  It  had  conferred  political 
power  upon  the  masses;  but  it  was  upon  the  saving  condition  that  political  power  should 
not  be  utilized  to  cut  at  the  root  of  capitalist  postulates.  It  would  offer  social  reforms  so 
long  as  these  did  not  jeopardize  the  essential  relations  of  the  capitalist  system.  When 
they  did,  as  occurred  in  the  post-war  years,  the  contradiction  between  capitalism  and 
democracy  became  the  essential  institutional  feature  of  Western  civilization.... 

What  looms  before  us  is  a battle  for  the  possession  of  the  state-power.  What  is  now 
clear  is  the  vital  fact  that  the  class-relations  of  our  society  have  become  incompatible 
with  the  maintenance  of  social  peace.  They  have  brought  to  light  the  contradiction 
between  our  power  to  produce  and  our  power  to  distribute  in  a way  that  makes  the 
great  paradox  of  our  time — our  poverty  in  the  midst  of  potential  plenty — intolerable  to 
those  who  have  to  pay  the  price  for  it.  Yet  in  the  choice  between  peaceful  transforma- 
tion, and  the  maintenance  of  privilege  at  the  cost  of  conflict,  the  owners  of  property 
now,  as  in  an  earlier  day,  are  prepared  rather  to  fight  for  their  legal  privileges  than  to 
give  way. 

— Harold  Laski,  The  State  in  Theory  and  Practice  (Viking  Press,  1935) 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


For  Class-Struggle  Leadership  of  the  Unions! 


American  Airlines: 
Bankruptcy  as  Union  Busting 


TWU 


April  23:  American  Airlines  workers  rally  in  New  York  City  to  protest  bankruptcy  court 
hearings  that  threaten  to  toss  out  union  contracts. 


When  AMR,  the  parent  company  of 
American  Airlines,  filed  for  Chapter 
1 1 bankruptcy  in  November,  manage- 
ment made  no  bones  about  it:  the  step 
was  a declaration  of  war  on  the  88,000 
employees  at  the  carrier  and  its 
regional  subsidiary,  American  Eagle. 

At  the  time,  American,  the  third- 
largest  domestic  air  carrier,  was  sitting 
on  over  $4  billion  in  cash  and  invest- 
ments. This  was  money  the  company 
had  stolen  from  its  workers  by  severely 
underfunding  pensions  and  shoving 
massive  concessions  down  their  throats 
during  the  post-September  1 1 crisis  in 
the  industry.  But  now  the  carrier  wants 
more,  turning  to  the  bankruptcy  court 
to  help  cut  1 3,000  jobs,  replace  all  pen- 
sions with  401(k)s,  end  retiree  health 
care  benefits  and  impose  other  “sacri- 
fices,” altogether  totaling  $1.25  billion 
annually. 

From  major  airlines  like  Delta, 
United  and  US  Airways  to  steel  and 
auto  corporations,  the  bosses  have 
wielded  bankruptcy  as  a bludgeon 
against  the  unions.  In  fulfilling  their  role 
in  protecting  the  property  and  profits  of 
the  capitalists,  the  courts  routinely  void 
union  contracts  whenever  companies  in 
Chapter  11  make  the  request.  Now  the 
U.S.  Bankruptcy  Court  in  lower  Manhat- 
tan is  hearing  AMR’s  motion  to  toss  out 
the  contracts  covering  the  26,000  ground 
workers  in  the  Transport  Workers  Union 
(TWU)  as  well  as  the  members  of  the 
Association  of  Professional  Flight  Atten- 
dants (APFA)  and  the  Allied  Pilots  Asso- 
ciation (A  PA). 

AMR  went  this  route  after  it  was  unable 
to  wrest  even  further  concessions  from 
union  members  as  contract  negotiations 
dragged  out  for  years.  In  2010,  mainte- 
nance workers  rejected  by  a two-to-one 
margin  a tentative  agreement  that  pack- 
aged benefit  and  work-rule  givebacks  with 
a 6 percent  wage  increase  and  a signing 
bonus.  When  presented  last  October  with 
a benefit-slashing  deal,  fleet  service  work- 
ers formed  a “Vote  No  Coalition,”  although 
the  company’s  Chapter  11  filing  ensured 
that  there  would  be  no  vote.  Just  before 
the  bankruptcy  declaration,  blowback  from 
pilots  convinced  APA  officials  not  to  put 
the  company’s  latest  proposal  up  to  a vote. 
Recently,  workers  have  gathered  to  protest 
the  court  proceedings  in  NYC  and  pick- 
eted outside  airport  terminals  serviced  by 
American  Airlines  across  the  country. 

But  the  union  leaderships  are  more 
interested  in  making  the  carrier  profit- 
able than  engaging  in  a fight  to  defend  the 
gains  their  members  won  in  past  struggles. 
They  eagerly  took  up  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment’s offer  to  take  seats  on  the  creditors 
committee,  which  represents  those  owed 
money  by  AMR — namely,  the  banks  and 
the  Boeing  aircraft  manufacturer.  From 
this  perch,  the  main  stratagem  of  officials 
representing  the  three  unions  has  been  to 
support  US  Airways  in  its  bid  to  take  over 
American. 

In  kicking  off  a lobbying  campaign  for 
the  merger,  the  TWU,  APA  and  APFA 
issued  a joint  April  20  press  release 
titled  “Union  Leaders  Pursue  Best  Path 
to  Restore  American  Airlines  to  Preemi- 
nence." The  simple  truth  is  that  the  “pre- 
eminence" of  any  capitalist  enterprise 
flows  from  maximizing  profits  by  goug- 
ing its  employees  for  all  they’re  worth. 
The  union  bureaucrats  are  trumpeting 
backroom  deals  reached  with  US  Air- 
ways that  would  supposedly  protect  some 


of  their  members’  jobs  if  the  airlines 
merge.  In  exchange  for  empty  promises 
from  a gang  of  bosses  who  might  rob 
them  a little  less,  the  union  misleaders 
at  American  did  an  end  run  around  US 
Airways  workers,  who  were  themselves 
shafted  by  the  bankruptcy  court  eight 
years  ago  and  are  today  locked  in  bitter 
contract  negotiations.  Airline  mergers 
have  repeatedly  been  carried  out  on  the 
backs  of  the  combined  workforce.  When 
US  Airways  and  America  West  joined 
forces  in  2005,  the  result  was  marked  in 
lost  jobs  and  service  cuts,  while  workers 
from  the  two  carriers  were  set  against 
each  other. 

Hedging  their  bets,  the  TWU  tops 
acceded  to  terms  of  surrender  with 
American,  which  wants  to  wring  conces- 
sions from  one  of  its  unions  in  order  to 
strengthen  its  hand  against  the  other  two. 
With  voting  on  this  offer  set  to  begin  on 
May  10,  the  backs  of  TWU  members  are 
up  against  the  wall,  especially  since  their 
leaders  have  sworn  off  the  possibility  of 
strike  action  if  and  when  the  court  tears 
up  the  existing  contracts.  In  March,  the 
same  TWU  bureaucrats  declared  “vic- 
tory” when  the  bosses  took  up  their  sug- 
gestion to  stop  paying  into  pension  plans. 
The  union  tops  said  this  was  preferable 
to  turning  over  the  funds  to  the  govern- 
ment, which  would  likely  pay  pennies 
on  the  dollar.  The  end  result,  though,  is 
the  same:  retirement  security  has  been 
severely  eroded.  Even  before  bankruptcy, 
TWU  leaders  had  agreed  to  put  new  hires 
on  401(k)  plans,  which  shifts  the  burden 
for  providing  retirement  funds  onto  indi- 
vidual workers. 

Over  the  last  decade,  airline  workers 
one  after  another  have  been  hit  with  lay- 
offs, wage  slashing  and  pension-stealing. 
It  will  take  determined  struggle  to  stop 
the  massacre  of  workers’  livelihoods. 
This  path  will  not  be  easy.  The  capitalists 
have  their  state  power,  as  seen  in  laws 
like  the  Railway  Labor  Act  (RLA) — 
which  puts  enormous  legal  obstacles  in 
the  way  of  airline  and  rail  strikes — and 
the  courts  and  cops  that  enforce  such 
laws.  But  the  airline  industry  is  still  60 
percent  unionized,  and  its  workers  have  a 
lot  of  potential  clout  based  on  their  abil- 
ity to  shut  down  the  airports.  Air  trans- 
port is  vital  to  a modern  industrial  econ- 
omy, moving  people,  mail  and  highly 
time-sensitive  cargo  for  businesses.  In 


fact,  the  dollar  value  of  exports  moving 
through  JFK  airport  is  greater  than  that 
shipped  from  the  Los  Angeles  and  New 
York/New  Jersey  ports  combined. 

But  the  workers’  power  is  held  in  check 
by  the  pro-capitalist  union  bureaucrats, 
who  hide  behind  the  RLA  and  court  rul- 
ings to  head  off  labor  struggle  and  turn 
their  backs  on  those  who  do  walk  off  the 
job.  In  the  Aircraft  Mechanics  Fraternal 
Association  strike  at  Northwest  Airlines 
in  2005,  leaders  of  other  unions  refused  to 
shut  down  Northwest  in  solidarity,  while 
officials  from  the  I AM  machinists  union 
engaged  in  open  strikebreaking. 

Airline  workers  cannot  effectively  de- 
fend their  livelihoods  without  overcoming 
the  atomization  of  the  workforce  along 
craft  and  union  lines  and  the  divisions 
between  workers  at  different  carriers, 
regional  affiliates  and  “third  party”  sub- 
contractors. The  way  forward  lies  in  joint 
labor  struggle  to  defend  hard-won  gains 
and  organize  workers  at  non-union  facili- 
ties, laying  the  basis  for  a single  industry- 
wide union  uniting  everyone  from  clean- 
ers to  pilots.  In  the  airline  industry  and 
elsewhere,  the  unions  will  be  revitalized 
only  through  class  battles  against  the 
capitalist  exploiters.  Such  struggles  will 
pose  the  need  for  a new  labor  leadership 
based  on  the  understanding  that  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  capitalist  class  have  no 
common  interests. 

The  Dead  End  of 
“Partnership  Agreements” 

In  2003,  under  the  cloud  of  threatened 
bankruptcy,  the  union  leaders  at  Ameri- 
can agreed  to  cuts  that  slashed  wages  by 
up  to  one-third.  Along  with  the  con- 
cessions, they  entered  into  “partnership 
agreements”  with  the  bosses.  Workers  soon 
discovered  how  one-sided  the  “pull  to- 
gether, win  together"  partnership  was,  as 
top  executives  voted  themselves  million- 
dollar  bonuses  and  a special  trust  fund  to 
guarantee  their  own  very  generous  pen- 
sions. Under  pressure  from  outraged 
union  members,  the  APFA  and  APA  lead- 
ers pulled  out  of  the  arrangement,  even  as 
they  continued  to  pursue  the  “partner- 
ship” by  other  means. 

The  TWU  tops,  though,  clung  to  these 
agreements,  claiming  that  such  coop- 
eration has  kept  aircraft  repair  work  in- 
house.  Exhibit  number  one  for  them  is 
the  Thlsa,  Oklahoma,  maintenance  base. 


the  largest  in  the  world.  The  6,000 
union  mechanics  in  Tulsa  were  made 
to  swallow  sizable  cuts  in  salary, 
benefits  and  vacation  in  exchange 
for  the  pretense  of  input  in  running 
the  operation.  When  management 
ordered  its  union  "partners"  to  halve 
the  time  to  complete  major  aircraft 
overhauls,  the  TWU  helped  provide 
the  blueprint.  Massive  speedup  was 
implemented  in  return  for  promises 
that  no  jobs  would  be  lost  as  a result 
of  increased  efficiency. 

The  "groundbreaking  business  rela- 
tionship” so  reduced  work-rule  and 
compensation  standards  that  Ameri- 
can Airlines  was  able  by  the  end  of 
2006  to  win  service  contracts  from 
50  other  companies,  including  some 
operating  out  of  South  America.  With 
all  the  extra  work  pouring  in,  union 
officials  widely  touted  this  “insourc- 
ing” as  the  best  strategy  to  save  jobs. 
In  the  end,  it  did  just  the  opposite. 

The  deepgoing  concessions  be- 
hind this  arrangement  are  symp- 
tomatic of  a race  to  the  bottom  between 
unionized  maintenance  shops  and  non- 
union “third  party”  subcontractors.  While 
AMR  mechanics  were  run  ragged  for 
far  less  wages,  they  were  trained  to 
view  themselves  as  part  of  the  company 
team,  sapping  the  fighting  strength  of  the 
union.  Now  management  is  dropping  the 
ax.  Before  it  emerges  from  bankruptcy, 
American  plans  to  lay  off  2,100  mech- 
anics in  Tulsa  and  to  shrink  its  system- 
wide  maintenance  workforce  by  one-third 
to  compete  with  the  outsourcing  of  its 
rivals.  It  could  not  be  clearer  that  defense 
of  unionized  workers  requires  a hard  fight 
to  organize  the  unorganized,  whether  at 
the  carriers  or  subcontractors,  in  order  to 
raise  standards  across  the  board. 

In  anticipation  of  the  imminent  cut- 
backs, TWU  Local  514  in  Tulsa  jumped 
into  a coalition  involving  the  Chamber  of 
Commerce,  City  Hall  and  the  Oklahoma 
governor,  among  others.  Joining  hands 
with  these  viciously  anti-union  forces, 
Local  514  president  Sam  Cirri  intoned, 
"It’s  critical  that  our  elected  officials  and 
community  leaders  fight  to  keep  these 
jobs  local,  instead  of  allowing  the  work 
continued  on  page  7 
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Black  History  Forum 


For  Black  Liberation  Through 
Socialist  Revolution! 


October  1966:  Stokely  Carmichael,  who  popularized  call  for  “Black  Power," 
denounces  the  draft  during  Vietnam  War  at  UC  Berkeley  mass  rally. 


must  be  clearly  defined  in  class,  not  racial 
terms,  for  otherwise  the  'black  power’ 
movement  may  become  the  black  wing  of 
the  Democratic  Party  in  the  South”  (“Black 
and  Red — Class  Struggle  Road  to  Negro 
Freedom"  Spartacist  supplement,  May- 
June  1967,  reprinted  in  Marxist  Bulletin 
No.  9.  "Basic  Documents  of  the  Spartacist 
League").  This  was  prophetic,  not  only  for 
the  South  but  for  the  North,  too. 

Without  the  intervention  of  conscious 
communists  fighting  for  a program  of 
revolutionary  integrationism  and  prole- 
tarian socialism,  black  militants  turned 


the  North.  It  was  still  pretty  hard.  First 
courted  by  Henry  Ford  as  a counterforce 
to  unionism,  most  blacks  refused  to  scab 
and  joined  the  union.  After  World  War  II, 
blacks  were  a real  presence  in  the  auto 
plants  and  city.  But  it  was  still  a highly 
segregated  city,  with  blacks  forced  into 
substandard  housing,  rotten  schools  and 
the  hardest  and  most  dangerous  jobs  in 
the  plants. 

The  book  Race  Against  Liberalism  by 
David  M.  Lewis-Colman  gives  a vivid 
picture  of  how  Walter  Reuther.  United 
Auto  Workers  (UAW)  president,  with  his 


social-democratic  past,  purged  the  union 
of  Communist  Party  supporters  and 
radicals  of  all  varieties,  black  and  white, 
working  in  tandem  with  the  House  Un- 
American  Activities  Committee  (HUAC). 
This  included  putting  the  giant  Local  600 
at  Ford  River  Rouge  in  receivership  in  the 
early  1950s.  Lewis-Colman  writes: 

"On  March  14,  two  days  after  HUAC  left 
Detroit.  Reuther  moved  to  neutralize  the 
dissident  local....  Reuther  spent  much  of 
his  presentation  presenting  evidence  of 
communist  domination  of  Local  600.  He 
described  the  local's  anti-Korean  War 
stance  as  a response  to  the  dictates  of  the 
Communist  party  and  suggested  that  an 
aerial  picture  of  the  River  Rouge  plant 
printed  in  Ford  Facts  [the  local  newslet- 
ter] was  evidence  of  espionage.  At  the 
end  of  the  lengthy  meeting,  the  execu- 
tive board  voted  unanimously  to  take 
control  of  Local  600  and  soon  dismissed 
or  suspended  many  of  its  leading  Negro- 
caucus  activists  and  their  white  progres- 
sive allies." 

Lewis-Colman  goes  on,  "In  the  late 
1940’s  as  the  cold  war  intensified, 
Reuther  became  increasingly  focused 
on  civil  rights  and  concerned  about  the 
race  issue  in  the  union.  Like  many  liberal 
anti-Communists.  Reuther  believed  that 
racism  had  become  an  effective  issue  for 
Communists.”  It  was  an  issue  he  sought 
to  deflect  by  giving  support  to  Martin 
Luther  King’s  pacifist  liberalism  in  the 
South,  while  not  dealing  in  the  slightest 
with  racist  practices  in  the  Detroit  auto 
plants  or  in  the  UAW  itself. 


We  print  below  the  second  part  of  a 
presentation  by  Spartacist  League  spokes- 
man Diana  Coleman  at  a February  25 
forum  in  Los  Angeles.  Part  One  was 
printed  in  WV  No.  1001  (27  April). 

Up  North,  after  the  ghetto  upheavals  in 
Harlem  and  Watts,  it  became  clear  that 
the  explosions  were  part  of  a pattern  and 
not  isolated  events.  It  also  became  clear 
that  Martin  Luther  King’s  "turn  the  other 
cheek”  pacifism  had  no  relevance  to 
the  embittered  urban  black  masses.  The 
Spartacist  League  was  very  active  around 
the  black  question  during  this  period,  as 
you  can  see  by  perusing  Spartacist  Bound 
Volume  No.  1. 

In  Harlem  in  1964,  only  the  reds  de- 
fended the  Harlem  ghetto  masses  against 
what  was  in  reality  a police  riot.  Bill  Epton 
of  Progressive  Labor  Party,  organizer  of 
the  militant  Harlem  Defense  Committee, 
was  witchhunted  by  a bourgeois  hysteria 
campaign  that  included  all  the  usual  black 
leaders.  At  a mass  rally  in  the  New  York 
garment  district,  called  by  the  Spartacist- 
initiated  Harlem  Solidarity  Committee,  we 
attempted  to  mobilize  the  power  of  labor 
to  defend  the  black  masses.  We  called  for 
removal  of  the  rioting  cops  from  the  ghet- 
tos and  recognition  of  the  masses’  right  to 
defend  themselves  against  the  police  occu- 
pation. Contrast  that  with  MLK  calling  for 
the  cops  to  go  into  Watts! 

It  was  in  Chicago  that  the  liberal  prem- 
ises of  the  civil  rights  movement  came 
most  clearly  into  explosive  collision  with 
economic  and  social  reality.  Blacks  in 
Northern  ghettos  already  had  the  formal 
rights  won  by  the  civil  rights  movement 
in  the  South — "equality  under  the  law” 
and  “one  man.  one  vote" — but  that  did 
not  prevent  them  from  being  forced  to 
live  as  second-class  citizens.  Underlying 
the  forcible  segregation  of  blacks  at  the 
bottom  of  American  society  today  are 
primarily  the  workings  of  capitalist  civil 
society  and  the  market  economy,  rein- 
forced by  various  laws  which,  while  they 
don’t  mention  blacks,  are  nonetheless  con- 
sciously directed  at  blacks.  For  example: 
the  restrictions  of  student  enrollment  in 
public  schools  to  children  living  in  the 
neighborhood  where  the  school  is  located, 
the  mass  incarceration  of  young  black  men 
under  the  anti-drug  laws,  the  phenomenon 
of  “driving  while  black."  The  speed  limit 
may  be  the  same  for  everyone,  but  it  isn’t 
enforced  the  same  for  everyone! 

The  contradiction  between  formal  legal 
equality  and  the  pervasive  social  and  eco- 
nomic inequality  that  black  people  are 
subject  to  is  enforced  centrally  through 


systematic  police  terror  and  the  race  and 
class  bias  of  the  judicial  system.  As  was 
made  abundantly  clear  in  Chicago,  King 
and  the  rest  of  the  liberal  civil  rights  lead- 
ership got  nowhere  in  the  fight  for  “open 
housing"  and  had  no  program  to  fight  the 
causes  of  racial  discrimination,  which  are 
deeply  rooted  in  the  economic  and  social 
structure  of  capitalist  society.  These  will 
not  be  dealt  with  by  some  new  civil  rights 
act.  but  only  by  socialist  revolution. 

In  1966,  Stokely  Carmichael,  newly 
elected  as  chairman  of  the  Student  Non- 
violent Coordinating  Committee  (SNCC), 


raised  the  demand  for  “Black  Power." 
This  call  electrified  young  radicals  from 
the  Jim  Crow  South  to  the  ghettos  of 
the  North.  We  noted  at  the  time  that  the 
Black  Power  slogan  “represents  the  repu- 
diation of  tokenism,  liberal  tutelage,  reli- 
ance on  the  federal  government,  and  the 
non-violent  philosophy  of  moral  suasion” 
(“Black  Power — Class  Power,"  reprinted 
in  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 [Revised],  “What 
Strategy  for  Black  Liberation?  Trotskyism 
vs.  Black  Nationalism”  [September  1978]). 
But  we  also  warned  that  “‘black  power’ 


Left:  Troops 
suppress 
Detroit  ghetto 
rebellion,  1967. 
Right:  Martin 
Luther  King  Jr. 
after  being  hit 
on  head  by 
rock  during 
Chicago  housing 
discrimination 
protest, 

August  1966. 


away  from  MLK  liberalism  and  embraced 
the  dead  end  of  black  separatism.  Most  of 
these  black  nationalists  quickly  re-entered 
the  fold  of  mainstream  bourgeois  politics, 
becoming  administrators  of  the  various 
poverty  programs  and  supporters  of  local 
black  Democrats.  The  Black  Panthers 
and  the  Detroit  League  of  Revolutionary 
Black  Workers  were  considerably  more 
radical,  but  both  were  deeply  contradic- 
tory, for  Marxism  and  black  nationalism 
do  not  a coherent  program  make. 

Detroit:  Black  Workers 
and  the  UAW 

We  have  written  a lot  about  the  Pan- 
thers, so  today  I want  to  talk  about  the 
League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers 
in  Detroit.  Actually,  there  is  one  very  good 
article  about  the  League  in  Marxist  Bul- 
letin No.  5R  called  “Soul  Power  or  Work- 
ers Power?"  Detroit:  l Do  Mind  Dying  is 
still  the  best  book  to  read  on  the  subject. 
Unlike  other  black  nationalist  groups, 
the  League  insisted  on  the  centrality  of 
the  working  class  and  organizing  at  “the 
point  of  production."  But  this  only  made 
their  internal  contradictions  more  explo- 
sive. It  is  necessary  to  understand  a couple 
of  things  about  Detroit  to  understand  why 
the  League  developed  there. 

Detroit,  like  Chicago,  was  a big  des- 
tination for  blacks  during  the  “Great 
Migration”  out  of  the  Jim  Crow  South  to 
what  they  hoped  would  be  a better  life  in 
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This  situation  led  the  few  aspiring 
black  bureaucrats  in  the  ’50s  to  set  up  an 
opportunist  formation  called  the  Trade 
Union  Leadership  Council,  which  in- 
volved people  like  venerable  social  demo- 
crat A.  Philip  Randolph  (amazing  how  the 
same  names  keep  coming  up).  They  raised 
the  question  of  discrimination,  while 
keeping  everything  well  within  the  con- 
text of  liberal  pressure  politics.  As  our 
article  in  MB  No.  5R  says,  "The  combina- 
tion of  Reuther’s  hypocritical  liberalism 
and  the  impotent  pressure-group  politics 
of  King  and  the  black  bureaucrats  pro- 
vided fertile  ground  for  the  spawning  of 
more  militant  black  nationalist  political 
currents  and  organizations.” 

The  anti-cop  ghetto  upheaval  in  Detroit 
in  the  summer  of  1967  was  one  of  the 
biggest  and  bloodiest  of  that  period. 
Geronimo  Pratt,  who  died  recently,  was 
a framed-up  former  leader  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  whom  the  Spartacist 
League  and  Partisan  Defense  Commit- 
tee defended  for  many  years  and  who 
was  freed  after  an  outrageous  27  years 
in  jail.  With  few  job  opportunities,  at  age 
17  Geronimo  had  joined  the  Army.  After 
his  first  tour  of  duty  in  Vietnam  with  the 
82nd  Airborne,  they  were  sent  to  Detroit 
to  quell  the  ghetto  rebellion.  It  is  said  that 
military  hardware  was  soon  finding  its 
way  to  the  ghetto.  Pratt  recalled  that  his 
unit,  which  was  60-70  percent  black,  was 
supportive  of  the  besieged  ghetto.  So  they 
were  sent  back  to  Vietnam  as  a not-so- 
subtle  punishment.  This  is  an  illustration 
of  the  Achilles’  heel  of  American  imperi- 
alism: a heavily  black  and  brown  army  is 
unlikely  to  be  very  loyal  to  the  capitalist 
class  and  state  when  there  is  real  social 
struggle  in  the  country. 

Then  there  were  the  horrendous  con- 
ditions in  these  old,  decrepit  auto  plants, 
now  with  a heavily  black  workforce.  Rac- 
ism from  foremen  was  common,  as  was 
speed-up,  industrial  injuries,  etc.,  etc. 
The  title  of  the  book,  Detroit:  I Do  Mind 
Dying  came  from  a Detroit  blues  song  of 
the  ’60s  which  starts,  "Please,  Mr.  Fore- 
man, slow  down  your  assembly  line.  No,  I 
don’t  mind  workin',  but  I do  mind  dyin’.” 

To  give  you  an  example,  in  1970  at  the 
Eldon  Ave.  Chrysler  plant,  one  of  the  most 
dangerous  plants,  a black  worker  who  had 
been  fired  flipped  out  and  shot  dead  two 
foremen  and  a white  co-worker.  When 
I worked  at  the  Post  Office,  we  used  to 
call  this  “going  postal.”  In  any  case,  Ken 
Cockrel,  a black  lawyer  and  member  of  the 
League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers, 
defended  him,  blaming  the  deaths  on  the 
working  conditions  at  Chrysler  and  this 
worker’s  lifetime  experiences  of  racism. 
As  a climax  to  the  trial,  Cockrel  took  the 
entire  jury  on  a tour  of  the  plant  so  they 
could  see  the  conditions  for  themselves. 
The  jury  was  so  horrified  they  found  the 
worker  not  responsible  for  his  acts,  and 
he  was  awarded  workman’s  compensation 
for  the  injuries  done  to  him  by  Chrysler! 
When  I was  in  Detroit  in  1973  when  we 
set  up  a local  there,  people  were  still  talk- 
ing about  this. 

Vacuum  of  Leadership 

After  the  upheaval  of  1967,  a group 
of  young  black  nationalists,  centered 
at  Wayne  State  University,  coalesced 
around  a community  oriented  newspaper, 
the  Inner  City  Voice.  Some  of  this  initial 
group  had  been  around  the  ex-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP),  while 
others  came  from  a Maoist  background. 
Comrade  Don  Alexander  recounts  hav- 
ing met  one  of  these  guys,  John  Wat- 
son, abroad  somewhat  later.  Watson  told 
him  that  he  and  some  of  the  others  had 
attended  a number  of  SWP  Friday  night 
Militant  Forums  in  Detroit.  They  had 
been  quite  impressed  with  the  SWP,  but 
the  SWP.  far  from  trying  to  recruit  them, 
told  them  to  go  off  and  form  their  own 
black  political  party.  They  were  much 
influenced  by  this  and  did  so. 

Let  me  make  the  point  that  this  gross 
idea  that  the  SWP  was  a white  party  and 
shouldn’t  recruit  blacks  was  the  corol- 
lary to  the  SWP’s  refusal  to  intervene  in 
SNCC.  Here’s  what  the  Revolutionary  Ten- 
dency wrote  in  the  document  “For  Black 
Trotskyism”  [reprinted  in  MB  No.  5R  and 


against  General  Motors  lasted  67  days. 

the  multiracial  working  class  in  struggle 

against  racist  discrimination  and  terror.” 

What  was  needed  was  a class-struggle 
opposition  to  the  sellout  bureaucracy, 
not  a rejection  of  the  union  as  a whole. 
Dual-unionist  in  principle,  the  League’s 
caucuses  nevertheless  vacillated  in  their 
conceptions  of  whether  or  not  it  was  per- 
missible to  work  within  the  UAW.  Some- 
times they  emphasized  the  commonality 
of  black  and  white  workers;  that  side  of 
things  comes  across  more  in,  for  example, 
the  movie  about  the  League,  Finally  Got 
the  News.  But  here  is  the  ending  of  the 
much-quoted  anonymous  poem  that  came 
out  of  the  DRUM  struggles:  “U.A.W.  is 
scum/OUR  THING  IS  DRUM!!!!” 

Like  black  nationalist  groups  generally, 
the  League  was  bad  on  the  woman  question. 
There  were  activist  women  in  the  League, 
but  they  didn’t  play  leadership  roles.  Want- 
ing an  arena  they  could  run.  women  League 
members  set  up  a group  for  women  hospital 
workers  but  disbanded  it  when  it  didn’t  get 
the  necessary  backing  from  the  League. 
And  some  League  men  actually  referred 
to  the  woman  activists  as  the  IWW — the 
Ignorant  Women  of  the  World. 

Even  as  the  League  was  formed  in 
1969,  there  began  to  be  conflicting  ori- 
entations within  the  leadership:  whether 
to  expand  into  the  community  or  orient 
toward  a pan-industry  workers  organiza- 
tion; whether  to  be  a union-type  forma- 
tion or  a cadre  group.  The  inability  to 
square  a nationalist  orientation  with  the 
realities  of  class  struggle  in  the  plants  led 
to  a turn  toward  the  black  community. 
The  League  split  in  1971,  with  both  sides 
espousing  nationalism.  The  community- 
oriented  wing  of  Ken  Cockrel,  after  a 
sojourn  in  the  Black  Workers  Congress, 
moved  toward  Democratic  Party  politics, 
giving  support  to  black  Democrat  Cole- 
man Young.  Cockrel  was  on  the  Detroit 
City  Council  and  had  aspirations  to  be 
mayor  but  died  before  he  could  run.  His 
widow  has  been  on  the  Detroit  city  coun- 
cil as  has  his  son,  who  was  also  Detroit 
mayor  at  one  point. 

The  more  workerist  wing  of  the  League 
— General  Baker  and  others — joined  the 
Stalinist  Communist  League  of  Nelson 
Peery,  with  its  crackpot  theory  of  the  Negro 
nation  in  the  Deep  South,  and  formed  the 
Communist  Labor  Party  (CLP).  We  set  up 
an  SL  local  in  Detroit  in  1973.  It  would 
have  been  good  if  we  could  have  been 
there  earlier;  maybe  we  could  have  won 
over  some  of  the  League.  But  setting  up  a 
continued  on  page  6 


Attorney  and  LRBW  leader  Ken 
Cockrel  (at  left)  in  early  1970s. 
Below:  Shop  newsletters  issued 
by  Detroit-area  Revolutionary 
Union  Movements  (RUMs),  out 
of  which  emerged  the  League  of 
Revolutionary  Black  Workers. 


Coming  off  of  that,  DRUM  led  a 
successful  boycott  of  nearby  bars  that 
wouldn’t  hire  blacks,  led  another  three- 
day  wildcat  strike,  held  a rally  of  3,000 
workers  in  the  plant  parking  lot  and  estab- 
lished itself  as  the  leadership  of  the  60 
percent  black  workforce  at  Dodge  Main. 
They  contested  a local  union  election  and 
almost  won,  even  though  the  election  was 
totally  rigged.  Soon  word  of  DRUM’S 
audacity  spread  to  other  plants.  ELRUM 
was  formed  at  Eldon  Ave.  Chrysler  and 
a number  of  other  groups  were  formed 
at  other  auto  plants  and  even  at  United 
Parcel  Service  (UPRUM).  Based  on  the 
apparent  strength  of  DRUM  and  ELRUM, 
the  Inner  City  Voice  cadres  moved  to 
form  the  League  of  Revolutionary  Black 
Workers  in  early  1969. 

There  was  a vacuum,  and  they  filled  it. 
But  the  key  question  is  always  program. 
DRUM  called  for  rehiring  fired  work- 
ers, entry  of  blacks  into  skilled  trades, 
against  speed-up  and  unsafe  conditions 
and  denounced  the  betrayals  of  UAW  offi- 
cials, etc.  That’s  all  fine  and  good,  but  a lot 
of  their  demands  were  totally  unsupport- 
able.  Let  me  give  some  examples:  DRUM 
demanded  50  black  foremen,  ten  black 
general  foremen,  a black  plant  manager; 
that  "a  black  brother  be  appointed  as  head 
of  the  board  of  directors  of  Chrysler  Cor- 
poration," “50  percent  of  all  plant  protec- 
tion guards  be  black,  and  that  every  time  a 
black  worker  is  removed  from  plant  prem- 
ises that  he  be  led  by  a black  brother”;  that 
all  black  workers  immediately  stop  pay- 
ing union  dues.  These  are  demands  that 
have  to  do  with  getting  a few  more  "black 
faces  in  high  places"  and  nothing  to  do 


excerpted  in  this  issue]  in  counterposition 
to  the  SWP  majority  in  1963:  “The  mean- 
ing of  the  line  of  the  PC  [Political  Com- 
mittee] draft  is  that  we  are  not  interested 
in  recruiting  these  people  to  our  white 
party  because  we  have  the  revolution- 
ary socialist  program  for  the  section  of 
the  working  class  of  which  we  are  the 
vanguard,  and  they  (Negro  militants) 
must  lead  their  own  struggle,  although 
we  would  like  to  have  fraternal  relations 
with  them.  This  is  the  meaning  of  the  PC 
draft.  To  the  concept  of  the  white  party 
must  be  counterposed  the  concept  of  the 
revolutionary  party."  Indeed,  for  only  an 
integrated  revolutionary  party  can  lead 
the  socialist  revolution  in  the  U.S. 

This  grouping  around  the  Inner  City 
Voice  was  held  together  by  a vague  but 
militant  determination  to  form  a “black 
Marxist-Leninist  parly.”  Maintaining  their 
adherence  to  nationalism,  they  neverthe- 
less saw  that  black  workers  played  a key 
role  in  the  American  economy  and  work- 
ing class.  Black  workers,  they  reasoned, 
would  give  their  movement  a more  stable 
base  than  the  lumpenproletariat  to  whom 
the  Panthers  oriented. 

The  Inner  City  Voice  soon  attracted 
a group  of  young  black  militants  at  the 
Chrysler  Hamtramck  assembly  plant, 
Dodge  Main,  and  these  militants  formed 
the  Dodge  Revolutionary  Union  Move- 
ment, or  DRUM.  A wildcat  strike  over 
speed-up  in  May  1968  involving  both 
black  and  white  workers  resulted  in  racist 
disciplinary  actions  being  applied  over- 
whelming to  black  workers. 


Detroit,  1970:  Nationwide  UAW  strike 

with  organizing  proletarian  struggle.  It 
tells  you  a lot  that  DRUM  could  consider 
a black  director  of  Chrysler  or  a black 
security  guard  to  be  a “brother”! 

Some  white  workers  did  respect  the 
picket  lines  and  did  want  to  work  with 
DRUM,  but  DRUM  consciously  avoided 
organizing  them,  seeing  them  as  the  recipi- 
ents of  “white  skin  privilege”  who  had  "a 
huge  stake  in  the  imperialist  system.”  This 
is  false.  White,  black  and  Latino  workers 
have  a common  interest  in  overthrowing 
capitalism,  but  you  have  to  fight  to  bring 
this  consciousness  to  the  proletariat.  The 


theory  of  “white  skin  privilege”  was  a 
cover  for  evading  the  difficult  task  of  unit- 
ing the  entire  proletariat  around  a revolu- 
tionary program.  Especially  in  Detroit  of 
that  time,  while  there  were  older,  conserva- 
tive white  workers,  there  were  also  young 
white  workers  who  didn’t  like  the  war  in 
Vietnam,  had  run  into  Students  for  a Dem- 
ocratic Society  in  junior  college,  and  so  on. 

Black  Nationalist  Dead  End 

Then  there  was  the  dual  union  ap- 
proach, which  threatened  to  pull  black 
workers  out  of  the  UAW  altogether.  As  we 
have  stated  in  the  Spartacist  League/U.S. 
Programmatic  Statement: 

"At  bottom  black  nationalism  is  an 
expression  of  hopelessness  stemming 
from  defeat,  reflecting  despair  over  pros- 
pects for  integrated  class  struggle  and 
labor  taking  up  the  fight  for  black  rights. 
The  chief  responsibility  for  this  lies  on 
the  shoulders  of  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
bureaucracy,  which  has  time  and  again 
refused  to  mobilize  the  social  power  of 


October  1978: 
Detroit  mayor 
Coleman  Young 
(center)  with 
banking 
magnate  David 
Rockefeller 
(left)  and 
Henry  Ford  II. 
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We  print  below  a key  portion  of 
a document  by  James  Robertson 
and  Shirley  Stoute  of  the  Revolu- 
tionary Tendency  (RT)  of  the 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP), 
which  was  submitted  for  the  par- 
ty’s 1963  National  Convention. 

The  RT.  forerunner  of  the  Spartacist 
League,  was  formed  to  combat  the  SWP 
majority's  increasing  abandonment  of  a 
Trotskyist  perspective.  This  was  reflected 
mainly  in  the  party’s  tailing  of  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Castroite  leadership  of  the 
Cuban  Revolution  and  in  its  adaptation  to 
both  liberal  pacifism  and  black  national- 
ism in  the  civil  rights  movement. 

The  RT  document  argues  against  the 
criminally  abstentionist  policy  of  the  SWP 
majority,  as  expressed  in  a draft  resolution 
of  the  Political  Committee  (PC),  which 
refused  to  devote  party  resources  to  inter- 
vene into  the  burgeoning  struggles  for 
black  rights.  RT  members  were  bureaucrat- 
ically expelled  from  the  SWP  beginning 
in  November  1963  and  continuing  through 
the  spring  of  1964.  The  excerpt  is  from  Part 
II  of  the  RT  document,  subtitled  “To  the 
Socialist  Revolution — -The  Broad  Tasks." 
The  document  appears  in  its  entirety  in 
Marxist  Bulletin  No.  5 (Revised),  “What 
Strategy  for  Black  Liberation?  Trotskyism 
vs.  Black  Nationalism.” 

* * * 

2.  Our  Point  of  Departure — 

The  Socialist  Revolution 

Our  point  of  departure  comes  in  turn  as 
the  conclusion  that  the  Negro  question  is 
so  deeply  built  into  the  American  capital- 
ist class-structure — regionally  and  nation- 
ally— that  only  the  destruction  of  exist- 
ing class  relations  and  the  change  in  class 
dominance — the  passing  of  power  into  the 
hands  of  the  working  class — will  suffice 
to  strike  at  the  heart  of  racism  and  bring 
about  a solution  both  real  and  durable.  Our 
approach  to  present  struggles  cannot  be 
"objective."  Rather  it  rests  on  nothing  other 
than  or  less  than  the  criteria  of  what  pro- 
motes or  opposes  the  socialist  revolution. 

Therefore  we  can  find  an  amply  suf- 
ficient point  of  departure  in  a key  state- 
ment of  the  1948-50  resolution: 

“The  primary  and  ultimate  necessity  of 
the  Negro  movement  is  its  unification 
with  the  revolutionary  forces  under  the 
leadership  of  the  proletariat.  The  guiding 
forces  of  this  unification  can  only  be  the 
revolutionary  party." 

3.  Negro  Mass  Organizations 
and  the  Revolutionary  Party 

It  would  be  fool-hardy  and  presumptu- 
ous to  seek  after  any  pat  schema  detail- 


Black  History... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

Detroit  local  required  the  recruitment  of  a 
hundred  or  so  New  Leftists  to  Trotskyism. 
I liked  Detroit;  there  was  a whole  series  of 
wildcat  strikes  in  the  summer  of  1973,  lots 
of  left  groups  to  argue  with,  and  Workers 
Vanguard  sold  well.  The  level  of  politi- 
cal understanding  was  higher  back  then.  I 
remember  selling  WV  at  an  auto  plant  and 
a young  black  guy  came  up  to  me  very  pur- 
posefully and  said,  “I  read  the  Vanguard 
and  I have  a dictionary,  too;  but  I can’t  find 
‘Pabloism’  in  it.  So  what  does  it  mean?" 

In  1976,  General  Baker  ran  as  a Com- 
munist Labor  Party  candidate  for  the 
Michigan  state  congress.  It  couldn't  have 
been  much  of  a communist  campaign, 
because  I distinctly  remember  seeing 
a big  election  billboard  in  Detroit  that 
said  “General  Baker,  democrat"  and  then 
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ing  the  road  to  be  traveled  in  going  from 
today’s  struggles  to  our  ultimate  goals. 
But  there  are  certain  qualities  and  ele- 
ments which,  as  in  all  such  social  strug- 
gles, do  and  will  manifest  themselves 
along  the  way. 

One  such  matter  is  that  of  the  basic 
approach  to  organizations  of  Negro  work- 
ers and  youth.  The  generality  is  that  in 
an  American  society  in  which  large  sec- 
tions of  the  working  people  are  saturated 
with  race  hatreds  and  intolerance  of  the 


particular  needs  of  other  parts  and  strata, 
special  organizations  are  mandatory  for 
various  strata.  This  consideration  finds  its 
sharpest  expression  in  the  Negro  struggle. 
Today  in  the  wake  of  the  upsurge  in  mass 
civil  rights  struggles  there  is  a felt  and 
urgent  need  for  a broad  mass  organization 
of  Negro  struggle  free  of  the  limitations, 
weaknesses,  hesitancies,  and  sometimes 
downright  betrayal  which  afflict  the  cur- 
rently existing  major  competitors.  This 
need  will  be  with  us  for  a long  time.  Par- 
ticipation in  the  work  of  building  such  a 
movement  is  a major  responsibility  for  the 
revolutionary  party.  Very  likely  along  the 


(Excerpt) 

way  a complex  and  shifting  combination 
of  work  in  already  existing  groups  and 
the  building  of  new  organizations  will  be 
involved.  But  as  long  as  we  know  what  we 
are  aiming  for  we  can  be  oriented  amidst 
the  complexities  and  vicissitudes  of  the 
process. 

At  bottom  what  the  Marxists  should 
advocate  and  aim  to  bring  about  is  a tran- 
sitional organization  of  the  Negro  strug- 
gle standing  as  a connecting  link  between 
the  party  and  the  broader  masses.  What 


is  involved  in  working  from  a revolution- 
ary standpoint  is  to  seek  neither  a substi- 
tute to  nor  an  opponent  of  the  vanguard 
party,  but  rather  a unified  formation  of  the 
largely  or  exclusively  Negro  members  of 
the  party  together  with  the  largest  num- 
ber of  other  militants  willing  to  fight  for 
that  section  of  the  revolutionary  Marxist 
program  dealing  with  the  Negro  ques- 
tion. Such  a movement  expresses  simul- 
taneously the  special  needs  of  the  Negro 
struggle  and  its  relationship  to  broader 
struggles — ultimately  for  workers’  power. 

This  approach  to  the  special  oppression 
of  the  Negroes  stems  from  the  tactics  of 


Lenin’s  and  Trotsky’s  Comintern. 
It  was  there  that  the  whole  con- 
cept was  worked  out  for  relating 
the  party  to  mass  organizations 
of  special  strata  under  conditions 
where  the  need  had  become  evi- 
dent and  it  becomes  important 
that  such  movements  contribute  to  the 
proletarian  class  struggle  and  that  their 
best  elements  be  won  over  to  the  party 
itself.  The  militant  women’s  organiza- 
tions, revolutionary  youth  leagues,  and 
radical  Trade  Unionists’  associations  are 
other  examples  of  this  form. 

Parenthetically,  it  should  be  noted  how 
little  there  is  in  common  between  this  out- 
look and  that  of  the  1963  PC  draft.  Thus 
even  in  the  hypothetical  case  that  a sepa- 
rate social  and  material  base  was  some- 
how created  sufficient  to  generate  a mass 
Negro  national  consciousness,  the  Bol- 
shevist response  is  not  just  to  back  away 
and  talk  of  facilitating  eventual  common 
work  between  a “them"  of  that  nationality 
and  an  "us"  of  the  (white)  socialist  van- 
guard of  the  (white)  working  class.  Even 
if  a new  state — a separate  black  Repub- 
lic— were  created,  our  Negro  comrades, 
even  at  this  greatest  conceivable  remove, 
would  become  nothing  other  than  a new 
section  of  a politically  common  interna- 
tional party — the  Fourth  International. 
And  their  struggle  for  socialism  would 
continue  to  be  our  cause  too. 

4.  Toward  a Black  Trotskyist 
Cadre 

To  return  to  the  realities  of  the  Negro 
struggle  as  it  is  and  to  the  SWP  as  it  is, 
there  is  one  vital  element  without  which 
the  basic  working  program  remains  a 
piece  of  paper  as  far  as  actual  involve- 
ment in  the  struggle  is  concerned.  That 
element  is  an  existing  section,  however 
modest,  of  Negro  party  members  func- 
tioning actively  and  politically  in  the 
movement  for  Negro  freedom. 

Viewed  from  this  aspect  the  current 
PC  draft  is  at  once  a rationalization  and 
an  accommodation  to  the  weakness  of 
our  party  Negro  forces,  and,  moreover, 
will  exacerbate  this  weakness.  This 
organizational  abstentionism  is  obtru- 
sive in  the  draft’s  direct  implication  that 
it  doesn’t  really  matter  about  the  SWP 
because  the  Negro  movement  can  get 
along  well  enough  without  the  revolution- 
ary working  class  party  and  one  day  the 
Negro  vanguard  may  turn  in  our  direc- 
tion anyway.  The  key  paragraph  of  the 
PC  draft  quoted  in  this  article  sums  up 
continued  on  page  9 
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Unionists  picket  Woolworth’s  in  New  York  City,  1960,  as  part  of  national 
campaign  in  solidarity  with  Southern  civil  rights  sit-in  movement. 


arguing  with  the  CLP  about  it.  When  he 
ran  in  1978,  although  still  a CLPer,  it  was 
explicitly  on  the  Democratic  Party  ticket. 
Despite  the  anti-UAW  fulminations  of 
the  League,  he  became  a UAW  bureau- 
crat. In  a photo  that  ran  with  an  article  in 
2011,  General  Baker  is  smiling  broadly  as 
he  receives  a UAW  award  for  those  who 
“exemplify  the  teaching  and  life”  of,  of 
course,  Dr.  Martin  Luther  King. 

In  1979,  five  anti-Klan  protesters  were 
shot  down  in  cold  blood  by  the  Klan  in 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  This  was 
shown  on  national  TV.  As  always,  the 
FBI  was  involved.  The  Bureau  of  Alco- 
hol. Tobacco  and  Firearms  was  involved, 
and  the  local  police  knew  not  to  get  there 
until  the  fascist  death  squad  had  made  a 
leisurely  departure  but  in  plenty  of  time 
to  arrest  the  surviving  wounded  victims. 
When  the  Klan  said  they  were  going  to  cel- 
ebrate this  atrocity  in  black,  working-class 
Detroit,  the  Spartacist  League  organized 
our  first  labor/black  mobilization  to  stop 
the  Klan.  It  was  small  but  successful,  and 
the  Klan  didn’t  march. 

The  black  Democratic  mayor,  Coleman 
Young,  tried  to  ban  it.  Ken  Cockrel  on  the 
City  Council  refused  to  take  a position 
on  it,  the  big  shots  of  the  UAW  refused 
to  endorse  the  rally.  But  auto  workers  and 
black  youth  still  turned  out.  In  a real  way, 
this  integrated  rally  (about  two-thirds 
black)  against  the  Klan,  built  by  the  Marx- 
ist Spartacist  League,  was  a refutation  of 


WV  Photo 


November  1979:  Spartacist-initiated 
demonstration,  joined  by  500  mostly 
black  auto  workers,  stopped  planned 
KKK  march  in  downtown  Detroit. 

both  King's  reformist  program  of  look- 
ing to  the  government  and  the  League's 
nationalist  views  on  white  skin  privilege. 

Today  Detroit  is  a wasteland  with  no 
jobs,  a shrinking  population  and  whole 
areas  going  to  weeds  and  rubble.  The 
UAW,  thanks  to  the  massive  betrayals  of 
the  labor  bureaucrats,  is  only  a shadow 


of  itself,  and  there’s  right-wing  talk  about 
legislation  to  make  Michigan  a “right 
to  work”  state.  But  there  is  still  a prole- 
tariat in  this  country  and  internationally 
and  the  class  contradictions  haven’t  gone 
away.  Capitalism  cannot  help  but  breed 
class  struggle.  In  Longview,  Washington, 
we  have  seen  longshoremen  battling  the 
company  with  militant  tactics  not  seen  for 
decades  in  this  country:  mass  picketing 
facing  down  cops,  ports  in  the  region  shut 
down,  grain  dumped  out  on  the  tracks, 
etc.  We  look  forward  to  more  of  the  same, 
hopefully  sooner  rather  than  later. 

Our  study  of  the  civil  rights  period  is 
critical  to  exposing  those  who  have  been 
obstacles  to  the  development  of  revolu- 
tionary consciousness.  So  let  me  conclude 
by  again  citing  the  Programmatic  State- 
ment of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.: 

"The  proletariat  is  the  only  revolution- 
ary class  in  modern  society.  Only  the 
revolutionary  conquest  of  power  by  the 
multiracial  working  class,  emancipating 
the  proletariat  from  the  system  of  wage 
slavery,  can  end  imperialist  barbarity 
and  achieve  the  long-betrayed  prom- 
ise of  black  freedom.  We  seek  to  build 
the  Leninist  vanguard  party  which  is 
the  necessary  instrument  for  infusing 
the  working  class  with  this  understand- 
ing. transforming  it  from  a class  in 
itself — simply  defined  by  its  relationship 
to  the  means  of  production — to  a class 
for  itself,  fully  conscious  of  its  historic 
task  to  seize  state  power  and  reorganize 
society." 

We  urge  you  to  join  us  in  this  struggle.  ■ 
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Airlines... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

to  be  reduced  or  outsourced  overseas." 
This  “coalition”  is  a recipe  for  disaster 
for  AMR  workers.  The  businesses  repre- 
sented by  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  have 
one  overriding  interest:  their  own  profits, 
which  are  created  through  the  blood  and 
sweat  of  workers.  Providing  an  assist  are 
the  capitalist  politicians  in  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  parties. 

With  their  chauvinist  protectionism  and 
reliance  on  bourgeois  politicians,  espe- 
cially the  Democrats,  the  union  bureau- 
crats have  kept  the  labor  movement  in 
retreat.  However  much  the  Democrats  are 
pitched  as  “friends  of  labor,"  they  rep- 
resent the  class  enemy,  which  is  evident 
whenever  workers  brandish  their  strike 
weapon.  A 1997  pilots  strike  at  American 
Airlines  was  ended  after  24  minutes  when 
Democrat  Bill  Clinton  invoked  the  RLA 
against  airline  workers  for  the  first  time 
since  1966.  He  banned  a total  of  14  strikes 
in  this  manner. 

Barack  Obama,  who  received  the  en- 
dorsement of  the  TWU,  APFA  and  most 
other  unions  in  2008,  has  time  and  again 
stuck  the  knife  in  labor.  This  began  with 
the  bailout  of  the  auto  bosses  that  gut- 
ted the  jobs,  wages  and  benefits  of  the 
union  workforce,  with  the  collusion  of  the 
United  Auto  Workers  officialdom,  which 
signed  a no-strike  pledge.  Obama  then 
turned  his  fire  on  teachers,  followed  by 
a wage  freeze  on  federal  employees.  Last 
October.  Obama  used  the  RLA  to  spike 
a potential  strike  of  thousands  of  freight 
rail  workers.  Earlier  this  year,  he  signed 
a Federal  Aviation  Administration  (FAA) 
reauthorization  bill  with  provisions  modi- 
fying the  RLA  to  make  it  more  difficult 
for  airline  and  railroad  workers  to  union- 
ize and  easier  for  the  bosses  to  decertify 
existing  unions. 

“Partnership”  with  the  bosses  and  their 
politicians  sets  American  Airlines  work- 
ers against  their  class  brothers  and  sisters 
throughout  the  industry,  including  over- 
seas. The  offensive  against  airline  work- 
ers is  hardly  limited  to  the  U.S.  Last  year, 
the  Australian  airliner  Qantas  grounded 
its  entire  fleet  in  order  to  press  for  union 
concessions,  while  2,600  workers  were 
locked  out  by  Philippine  Airlines.  British 
Airways  and  Japan  Airlines  have  elimi- 
nated thousands  of  jobs.  At  home,  industry 
subcontractors  have  taken  it  to  the  unions 
as  well.  One  such  company.  Aviation  Safe- 
guards at  Los  Angeles  International  Air- 
port, unilaterally  terminated  its  contract 
with  the  SEIU  service  workers  union  in 
January  and  withdrew  health  care  benefits. 

Particularly  in  an  industry  whose  daily 
operations  are  international  in  scope,  the 
solidarity  of  unionized  labor  in  other 
countries  can  be  a crucial  axis  of  strug- 
gle against  the  red-white-and-blue  union- 
busters  in  the  U.S.  Like  all  major  carri- 
ers, American  Airlines  employs  workers 
around  the  world.  But  the  TWU,  APA  and 
APFA  bureaucrats  undermine  labor  soli- 
darity by  imbibing  flag-waving  American 
patriotism,  evident  in  official  placards 
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at  union  protests  and  an  online  petition 
expressing  support  for  "American  jobs  at 
American  Airlines." 

Objections  to  maintenance  outsourc- 
ing from  union  officials  are  shot  through 
with  the  same  chauvinist  and  protection- 
ist poison.  Typical  is  TWU  International 
president  James  Little,  who  rants  against 
“less  secure  poorly  regulated  mainte- 
nance facilities  in  third  world  countries.” 
The  fixation  on  security  is  a salute  to  the 
reactionary  “war  on  terror,”  under  which 
workers  have  been  victimized  through 
increased  surveillance,  background  checks 
and  other  measures.  The  leaders  of  the 
TWU,  IAM,  Teamsters,  etc.  want  to 
extend  this  crackdown  to  all  maintenance 
facilities  in  the  U.S.  and  overseas.  Giving 
a taste  of  what  that  would  mean,  a 2005 
federal  raid  on  the  non-union  TIMCO  air- 
craft maintenance  facility  in  Greensboro, 
North  Carolina,  ended  in  the  arrest  and 
deportation  of  27  immigrant  workers. 

Little  & Co.  present  the  very  real  safety 


labor  movement  in  Florida,  the  first  “right 
to  work”  state,  and  a powerful  force  in 
breaking  down  Jim  Crow  norms,  includ- 
ing by  establishing  a program  to  train 
black  workers  in  semi-skilled  trades. 

Beginning  a series  of  job  actions,  2,000 
Miami  Pan  Am  workers — white  mechan- 
ics, unskilled  workers  and  black  porters — 
conducted  a sitdown  strike  in  late  1945. 
Although  TWU  head  Mike  Quill  branded 
the  strike  “illegal”  and  ordered  strikers 
back  to  work,  it  continued  until  workers 
unanimously  agreed  on  a settlement.  The 
TWU’s  workplace  activism  and  political 
stands  made  it  a lightning  rod  for  death 
threats  from  the  Ku  Klux  Klan,  spurring 
efforts  by  the  union  to  defend  its  members 
and  their  families.  To  this  day,  the  fight- 
ing unity  of  black  and  white  as  well  as 
Latino  workers  is  key  to  labor  organizing, 
especially  in  the  South  where  non-union 
airlines  such  as  Delta  are  based. 

However,  even  in  its  formative  years, 
the  union  was  hamstrung  with  a leader- 


Airlines thanked  Reagan  for  “reestab- 
lishing respect  for  law  and  controlling 
inflation”  and  thereby  creating  “a  busi- 
ness environment  in  which  the  temporary 
losses  we  suffer  now  can  be  more  than 
fully  recouped." 

The  destruction  of  PATCO  was  not 
preordained.  There  was  plenty  of  senti- 
ment to  beat  back  the  union-busters,  as 
seen  in  a half-million-strong  “Solidarity 
Day"  labor  demonstration  in  Washington, 
D.C.,  that  September.  But  from  the  out- 
set of  the  strike,  the  pro-capitalist  labor 
officialdom  refused  to  call  out  the  airline 
unions — the  IAM  mechanics,  the  ALPA 
pilots,  the  Teamsters  who  fuelled  the 
planes  and  others — to  strike  in  solidarity 
with  PATCO,  instead  pushing  impotent 
consumer  boycotts. 

The  smashing  of  the  PATCO  strike  was 
a watershed  in  what  has  been  a decades- 
long  drive  by  the  capitalist  rulers  to  turn 
back  the  clock  on  the  entire  labor  move- 
ment. These  attacks  have  been  intensified 


December  1951: 
Pan  American 
Airways  workers 
picket  at 
NYC’s  Idlewild 
(now  JFK) 
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nationwide  TWU 
strike  for  better 
wages. 


concerns  at  repair  stations  as  a matter  of 
“poor  regulation,”  calling  for  increased 
U.S.  government  safety  inspections  and 
protectionist  legislation.  As  agencies  of  the 
capitalist  class,  the  FAA  and  related  gov- 
ernment bodies  are  complicit  in  covering 
up  the  U.S.  airline  bosses’  brazen  disregard 
for  safety.  Despite  an  FAA  directive  and 
inspections,  American  Airlines  manage- 
ment got  away  with  not  arranging  a check 
of  the  wiring  in  its  fleet  of  MD-80s  for 
five  years  after  Boeing  flagged  possible 
problems.  Only  after  revelations  that 
Southwest  Airlines  had  for  years  been 
flying  uninspected  planes,  many  with 
structural  damage,  did  American  ground 
the  aircraft  to  have  the  necessary  work 
done,  in  April  2008. 

Both  workers  and  passengers  have  suf- 
fered from  cost-cutting  by  the  airlines. 
Travelers  are  packed  like  sardines  into 
aircraft  stripped  of  amenities,  while  the 
companies  roll  the  dice  with  their  lives  by 
compromising  on  safety.  Meanwhile,  the 
workers  handling  their  luggage,  the  flight 
attendants  serving  them,  the  mechanics 
making  the  planes  airworthy  and  the  pilots 
managing  the  cockpit  are  overworked  and 
underpaid.  Matters  are  made  worse  with 
workers  compelled  to  pick  up  extra  hours 
or  a second  job  to  make  ends  meet.  Now, 
even  with  a couple  dozen  accidents  over 
the  past  two  decades  in  the  U.S.  linked 
to  pilot  fatigue,  American  wants  its  pilots 
to  fly  more  hours,  a disaster  in  the  mak- 
ing. By  organizing  non-union  shops  and 
fighting  for  union-run  training  and  union 
safety  committees,  the  airline  unions 
would  stand  up  for  workers  on  the  job  and 
could  win  a lot  of  support  from  the  public. 

Break  with  the  Democrats! 

It  took  hard  struggle,  at  crucial  times 
transcending  craft  and  racial  divisions, 
for  airline  workers  to  make  substantial 
gains  in  wages  and  working  conditions  in 
the  period  following  World  War  II,  when 
the  industry  was  undergoing  great  expan- 
sion. Women  flight  attendants  got  union 
protections  that  gave  them  a measure  of 
respect  on  the  job,  propelling  many  to 
become  leading  union  fighters.  The  TWU 
gained  its  initial  foothold  in  the  industry 
at  Pan  Am  in  Miami  after  black  porters 
and  cleaners  brought  white  mechanics 
into  the  union  in  1945.  In  short  order,  the 
TWU  established  itself  as  the  heart  of  the 


ship  loyal  to  the  Democratic  Party  and  the 
capitalist  order.  Mike  Quill  was  himself  a 
longtime  fixture  in  the  Democrats’  “New 
Deal  coalition”  in  New  York  City,  includ- 
ing in  the  1930s  when  he  was  a supporter 
of  the  reformist  Communist  Party  (CP). 
Following  the  outbreak  of  the  anti-Soviet 
Cold  War  in  the  aftermath  of  World  War 
II,  Quill  spearheaded  a red  purge  of  the 
TWU,  breaking  with  his  former  CP  allies. 
(For  more  on  this  subject,  see  “New  York 
City:  Transit  Workers  Under  the  Gun,” 
WV  No.  1001,  27  April.) 

It  was  Democrats  like  Senator  Ted  Ken- 
nedy and  President  Jimmy  Carter  who 
would  unleash  the  war  on  airline  unions 
by  pushing  through  deregulation  in  1978. 
The  same  year.  Carter’s  FAA  began  to 
hammer  out  a strike-breaking  plan  in 
advance  of  the  1981  contract  negotiations 
with  the  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers. 
When  the  13,000  PATCO  members  went 
on  strike  in  August  1981  in  defiance  of 
the  law.  Republican  Ronald  Reagan  fired 
them  all  and  hauled  PATCO  leaders  off  to 
jail  in  shackles.  Despite  the  extended  drop 
in  air  traffic,  the  airline  bosses  stood  by 
the  president.  The  chairman  of  American 


in  the  ongoing,  grinding  economic  crisis, 
during  which  capitalists  in  the  U.S.  and 
elsewhere  have  taken  the  ax  to  pensions 
and  jobs  in  their  onslaught  against  public 
employees  and  other  workers. 

The  destructive  irrationality  of  capi- 
talism is  also  evident  in  the  daily  work- 
ings of  the  airline  industry,  with  its  wild 
swings  that  follow  the  vicissitudes  of  the 
price  of  oil  and  the  health  of  the  economy 
as  a whole.  The  contradiction  between  the 
inherently  international  character  of  the 
industry  on  one  hand  and  its  operation 
by  nationally  based  rival  carriers  on  the 
other  is  a prime  example  of  the  general- 
ized anarchy  of  capitalist  production  for 
profit.  There  will  be  no  end  to  such  chaos 
short  of  socialist  revolutions  that  establish 
a collectivized  economy  with  centralized 
planning  on  a world  scale.  The  prerequi- 
site to  achieving  this  goal  is  the  building 
of  revolutionary  workers  parties  that  can 
lead  the  fight  to  shatter  the  capitalist  order. 
In  the  U.S.,  that  task  requires  breaking  the 
political  ties  binding  the  bulk  of  the  work- 
ing class,  blacks  and  other  minorities  to 
the  Democratic  Party.  For  a workers  party 
that  fights  for  a workers  government!  ■ 
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Spying... 

(continued  from  page  I) 

its  monitoring  of  the  Internet.  Meanwhile, 
cellphones  are  being  tracked  without  war- 
rants by  police  forces  across  the  country, 
and  cellphone  tracking  software  can  pin- 
point the  location  of  a phone  and  record 
where  the  user  has  been  for  at  least  the 
past  month.  Added  to  this  is  the  FBI's 
Suspicious  Activity  Reporting  Initiative 
(SAR)  that  is  amassing  tens  of  thousands 
of  files  on  those  alleged  to  have  “acted 
suspiciously."  Surveillance  video  cameras 
are  becoming  ubiquitous,  and  the  Feds 
and  police  departments  are  deploying 
drones  the  size  of  model  airplanes  to  spy 
on  the  population. 

A convenient  tool  for  snooping  and 
prying  has  been  handed  to  the  govern- 
ment by  social  media  sites.  In  the  current 
era  of  facebooking  and  tweeting,  every- 
thing from  one’s  personal  pictures  and 
job  information  to  political  commentary 
and  "friends"  lists  is  made  available  to 
the  public.  Homeland  Security  has  used 
sites  like  Facebook,  Twitter  and  You- 
Tlibe  for  surveillance  and  data  collec- 
tion. Local  police  departments  regularly 
monitor  social  media  sites  as  a way  to 
snoop  and  ensnare  their  victims  in  the 
name  of  “fighting  crime."  Employers 
spy  on  potential  job  hires  and  impose 
discipline  on  employees  for  "inappropri- 
ate” off-duty  conduct  or  “inflammatory" 
remarks.  An  article  on  the  AlterNet  Web 
site  (16  January  2008)  summarized  how 
social  networking  sites  are  “priming  a 
new  generation  for  complacency  in  a sur- 
veillance society.”  Facebook  now  has  840 
million  users  worldwide. 

Facebook  is  so  financially  valuable  pre- 
cisely because  of  its  ability  to  collect  enor- 
mous amounts  of  highly  sensitive  infor- 
mation and  distribute  it  commercially  to 
third  parties  widely  and  quickly.  Facebook 
objected  to  an  earlier  Internet  monitoring 
proposal — the  Stop  Online  Piracy  Act 
(SOPA) — fearing  that  the  company  might 
be  targeted  for  copyright  infringement. 
But  Facebook  as  well  as  Google  have 
come  out  in  support  of  CISPA.  What  this 
new  legislation  mandates  is  not  fundamen- 
tally different  from  what  Zuckerberg  & 
Co.  have  been  allowing  the  government  to 
do  all  along.  But  it  provides  such  Internet 
giants  legal  protection  against  being  sued 
by  a user  for  handing  over  their  informa- 
tion to  government  agencies. 

The  Capitalist  Terrorists’ 

“War  on  Terrorism” 

First  enacted  under  George  W.  Bush, 
the  USA-Patriot  Act  had  already  given 
the  government’s  secret  police  vastly 
expanded  authority  to  tap  phones,  search 
homes,  scour  financial  records,  interro- 
gate librarians  and  place  people  under 
arrest  without  probable  cause  that  a 
crime  has  been  committed.  But  it  was 
the  Clinton  administration  that  laid  the 
groundwork  for  Bush’s  war  on  civil  lib- 
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erties,  which  has  now  been  extended 
under  Obama.  In  the  1990s,  the  NSA 
had  already  begun  scanning  interna- 
tional e-mails  without  warrants  through 
its  Echelon  program.  Measures  such  as 
Clinton’s  Antiterrorism  and  Effective 
Death  Penalty  Act,  enacted  in  response 
to  the  1995  Oklahoma  City  bombing  of 
a federal  office  building,  would  later  be 
expanded  as  part  of  the  “war  on  terror." 

We  have  always  insisted  that  such  re- 
pressive measures — whatever  their  pre- 
text— will  be  used  against  labor,  leftists, 
blacks  and  others  deemed  opponents  of 
the  government.  American  history  is  rich 
with  examples  of  this.  The  1890  Sher- 
man Antitrust  Act.  purportedly  adopted 
to  control  the  growth  of  monopolies,  was 
used  to  bust  strikes  and  break  up  unions 
as  “unlawful  conspiracies."  The  1970s 
RICO  “anti-racketeering"  laws,  which 
supposedly  targeted  the  Mafia,  were  used 
to  break  strikes  and  exert  government 
control  over  unions  like  the  Teamsters.  In 
2002.  amid  the  U.S.  rulers’  campaign  for 
“national  unity"  against  “terrorism,”  the 
Homeland  Security  chief  phoned  the  West 
Coast  ILWU  longshore  union’s  Interna- 
tional president  to  warn  that  a strike  would 
"threaten  national  security,”  with  the  Bush 
administration  later  threatening  to  bring  in 
Navy  scabs  in  the  event  of  a strike. 

The  capitalist  rulers  need  their  repres- 
sive state  apparatus  to  control  the  work- 
ers they  exploit  and  the  minorities  they 
oppress.  The  capitalists  constitute  a minus- 
cule, ruthless  class.  They  own  the  banks 
and  major  industries,  producing  noth- 
ing themselves  while  reaping  trillions 
in  profit  out  of  the  sweat  and  blood  of 
working  people  and  harvesting  poverty, 
misery,  death  and  destruction  around 
the  world.  The  vast  class  divide  sows  the 
seeds  for  class  and  social  struggle. 

Democracy  under  capitalism  provides 
the  trappings  that  mask  the  dictatorship 
of  capitalist  exploiters  over  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  oppressed — enforced 
through  the  cops,  courts  and  prisons  that 
make  up  the  capitalist  state.  As  Bolshe- 
vik leader  V.I.  Lenin  wrote  in  his  1918 
work  The  Proletarian  Revolution  and  the 
Renegade  Kautsky : 

“Bourgeois  democracy,  although  a great 
historical  advance  in  comparison  with 
medievalism,  always  remains,  and  under 
capitalism  is  bound  to  remain,  restricted, 
truncated,  false  and  hypocritical,  a para- 
dise for  the  rich  and  a snare  and  decep- 
tion for  the  exploited,  for  the  poor.... 

‘There  is  not  a single  state,  however 
democratic,  which  has  no  loopholes  or 
reservations  in  its  constitution  guaran- 
teeing the  bourgeoisie  the  possibility  of 
dispatching  troops  against  the  workers, 
of  proclaiming  martial  law,  and  so  forth, 
in  case  of  a ‘violation  of  public  order.* 
and  actually  in  case  the  exploited  class 
‘violates’  its  position  of  slavery  and  tries 
to  behave  in  a non-slavish  manner.” 

The  ultimate  target  of  the  capitalist 
political  police  is  the  proletariat,  whose 
role  in  producing  the  wealth  of  this  society 
gives  it  the  social  power  to  choke  off  prof- 


its and  to  overthrow  the  capitalist  system. 
At  the  turn  of  the  20th  century,  the  Rus- 
sian tsars  propped  up  their  decrepit  rule 
by  unleashing  an  army  of  agents  provoca- 
teurs and  Okhrana  (secret  police)  against 
that  country’s  small  but  rapidly  growing 
working  class  and  the  Marxist  circles  that 
sprouted  up  at  the  time.  But  this  was  the 
hallmark  of  a dying  ruling  class.  In  Octo- 


of  the  Bush  years.  As  the  Obama  adminis- 
tration has  not  merely  adopted  those  prac- 
tices but  bolstered  and  expanded  them 
over  the  past  three  years,  these  liberal 
and  reformist  leftists  whine  like  a jilted 
paramour. 

On  Obama’s  watch,  the  Justice  Depart- 
ment has  invoked  “state  secrets"  to 
shield  the  government  from  lawsuits  by 
America’s  torture  victims  and  has  greatly 
stepped  up  prosecutions  for  leaks  to  the 
press.  Among  those  victimized  for  get- 
ting out  some  truth  is  Bradley  Manning, 
a 24-year-old  Army  intelligence  analyst 
suspected  of  passing  on  to  WikiLeaks  a 
video  showing  a U.S.  Apache  helicopter 
firing  on  Iraqi  civilians  and  Reuters  jour- 
nalists in  2007  as  well  as  other  evidence 
of  imperialist  crimes. 

Further  escalating  "anti-terror"  repres- 
sion, Obama  late  last  year  signed  into 
law  the  National  Defense  Authorization 
Act  (NDAA),  sanctioning  the  indefinite 
military  detention  of  any  persons,  includ- 
ing U.S.  citizens,  accused  of  supporting 
“terrorism."  Under  “material  support”  to 
terrorism  laws,  the  Obama  government 
has  gone  after  the  Freedom  Road  Social- 
ist Organization  on  the  basis  of  purported 
links  to  the  secular-nationalist  Popular 
Front  for  the  Liberation  of  Palestine  and 
Colombia’s  FARC  guerrillas.  In  the  eyes 
of  the  U.S.  rulers,  the  “crime”  commit- 
ted by  these  reformists — who  supported 
Obama’s  election — is  siding  with  victims 
of  the  Zionist  butchers  and  Colombian 
death  squads.  Obama’s  Justice  Depart- 
ment also  quadrupled  the  sentence  for 


FBI  Director 
J.  Edgar  Hoover 
stands  behind 
President  Franklin 
D.  Roosevelt  as 
he  signs  anti-crime 
bill,  1934.  FDR 
gave  Hoover 
go-ahead 
to  jack  up 
surveillance 
of  reds. 


ber  1917,  the  Bolshevik  Party  of  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  led  the  Russian  proletariat 
to  power,  overthrowing  capitalist  rule  on 
one-sixth  of  the  globe.  While  we  Marxists 
see  in  that  revolution  a model  for  the  prole- 
tariat of  the  world,  the  bourgeoisie  to  this 
day  sees  it  as  a calamity  whose  repetition 
must  be  prevented  at  all  costs. 

Government  Spying 
from  FDR  to  Obama 

From  the  time  he  threw  his  hat  into  the 
ring  five  years  ago,  Obama  made  clear 
that  he  was  dedicated  to  running  a more 
efficient  and  effective  “war  on  terror.” 
Many  of  those  who  ardently  supported 
Obama  closed  their  eyes  and  covered  their 
ears  hoping  for  a reversal  of  the  excesses 


72-year-old  leftist  attorney  Lynne  Stew- 
art, who  was  imprisoned  for  zealously 
defending  her  client,  a blind  Islamic  cleric 
convicted  for  an  alleged  plot  to  blow  up 
NYC  landmarks  in  the  early  1990s.  Stew- 
art, who  has  cancer,  is  appealing  the  vin- 
dictive ten-year  sentence. 

The  reformist  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO),  while  not  openly 
campaigning  for  Obama,  celebrated  his 
election  as  "the  end  of  far  too  many 
years”  of  Republican  rule  and  gushed 
that  his  victory  was  “transformative." 
More  recently,  in  editorials  like  “Claim- 
ing the  Republican  Agenda  As  His  Own" 
(socialistworker.org,  13  July  2011),  the 
ISO  castigates  Obama  for  betraying  his 
constituency:  “T\jrns  out  the  president 
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many  expected  to  revive  the  New  Deal  is 
out  to  bury  it  instead.” 

The  ISO  is  here  promoting  a long-held 
myth,  stemming  from  the  New  Deal  of 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  that  the  inter- 
ests of  workers  and  minorities  can  be 
defended  and  advanced  through  the  lib- 
eral wing  of  the  Democratic  Party.  Roose- 
velt’s New  Deal  consisted  of  palliative 
reforms  intended  to  stifle  the  huge  work- 
ers upsurge  that  created  the  mass,  inte- 
grated industrial  unions  of  the  CIO  in  the 
1930s  and  to  legally  hamstring  the  bur- 
geoning labor  movement.  In  his  efforts  to 
subordinate  the  working  class  to  the  capi- 
talist state,  FDR  was  aided  by  the  Com- 
munist Party  (CP)  and  other  reformists 
who  helped  channel  the  workers’  upsurge 
into  support  for  his  Democratic  Party. 

It  was  under  FDR  that  the  secret 
police  became  the  FBI.  In  fact,  Demo- 
cratic administrations  have  led  the  efforts 
to  unleash  such  forces  against  the  work- 
ers movement.  The  origins  of  both  the 
U.S.  political  police  and  domestic  spying 
apparatus  were  in  interimperialist  World 
War  I and,  following  the  Bolshevik  Rev- 
olution, the  Red  Scare  of  1919-21  under 
Democratic  president  Woodrow  Wilson. 
The  central  agency  in  this  apparatus  was 
the  newly  formed  Bureau  of  Investiga- 
tion and  its  General  Intelligence  Division 
(GID),  headed  by  J.  Edgar  Hoover.  Within 
months  of  its  formation  in  1919,  the  GID 
had  compiled  a list  of  55,000  names — 
antiwar  dissidents,  left-wing  socialists, 
members  of  the  Industrial  Workers  of  the 
World — and  went  on  to  pursue  the  fledg- 
ling U.S.  Communist  movement.  The  Wil- 
son administration  also  carried  out  the 
deportation  of  thousands  of  foreign-born 
radicals  in  the  1919-20  Palmer  Raids. 

Amid  the  wave  of  working-class  radi- 
calization  that  broke  out  in  the  period 
of  the  Great  Depression — epitomized  by 
the  1934  citywide  strikes  in  Minneapo- 
lis, Toledo  and  San  Francisco,  all  led  by 
reds — FDR  rechristened  Hoover’s  organi- 
zation as  the  FBI  in  1935.  A year  later, 
he  gave  Hoover  the  authority  to  run  secret 
intelligence  activities  against  the  U.S.’s 


Black 

Trotskyism... 

(continued  from  page  6) 

a permeating  thread  of  the  entire  reso- 
lution, places  the  party’s  role  as  one  of 
fraternal  relationship  between  two  paral- 
lel structures:  the  (white)  working  class 
and  its  vanguard  on  the  one  side,  and  the 
Negro  people  and  their  vanguard  on  the 
other.  This  conception  denies  the  funda- 
mental necessity  that  the  party  will  lead, 
must  lead,  or  should  even  try  to  lead  the 
decisive  section  of  the  working  class  in 
America.  The  resolution  gives  credence 
to  the  concept  that  “we  cannot  lead  the 
Negro  people.”  This  is  absolutely  con- 
tradictory to  a revolutionary  perspective. 
Our  leadership  means  the  revolutionary 
class  struggle  program  carried  out  by  rev- 
olutionists in  the  mass  movements,  fused 
into  the  revolutionary  party.  Just  as  trade 
unionists  will  not  join  the  revolutionary 
party  if  they  do  not  see  it  as  essential  to 
winning  the  struggle,  so  Negro  fighters 
for  liberation  will  not  join  the  party  on 
any  basis  other  than  that  the  only  road 
to  freedom  for  them  is  the  revolution- 
ary socialist  path  of  struggle  through 
the  combat  army.  Negro  militants  will 
not  see  any  advantage  in  joining  a party 
which  says  in  effect:  "We  cannot  lead  the 
Negro  people.  We  are  the  socialist  van- 
guard of  the  white  working  class,  and  we 
think  it  is  nice  to  have  fraternal  relations 
with  your  vanguard  (that  of  the  liberation 
movement).’’ 

Likewise,  once  we  have  recruited 
Negro  militants  to  the  party,  the  line 
expressed  in  the  PC  draft  serves  not  to 
help  them  to  develop  as  Trotskyist  cadre 
and  to  recruit  other  black  workers  on  the 
basis  of  our  program,  but  rather  would 
serve  to  waste  and  mislead  them.  When 
the  party  denies  its  role  of  leadership  of 
the  black  masses,  then  for  what  reason  do 


“enemies.”  The  FBI  proceeded  to  investi- 
gate virtually  every  member  of  the  Com- 
munist Party  and  its  affiliates  as  well  as 
left-wing  labor  leaders  in  the  coal  mining, 
steel,  shipping,  garment  and  newspaper 
industries.  The  FBI  expanded  the  wire- 
tapping of  phones,  which  was  explicitly 
authorized  by  FDR  in  1940  despite  being 
earlier  declared  illegal  by  the  Supreme 
Court. 

In  1939,  five  days  after  the  outbreak 
of  World  War  II  in  Europe,  FDR  gave 
the  agency  greater  powers.  For  20  years. 
Hoover  had  demanded  an  anti-subversive 
law.  Now  he  got  it  in  the  form  of  the  1940 
Smith  Act.  Ostensibly  directed  against 
Nazi  sympathizers,  the  law  outlawed  the 


advocacy  of  revolution  and  membership 
in  organizations  deemed  guilty  of  such 
advocacy.  The  Smith  Act’s  first  victims 
were  18  leaders  of  the  then-Trotskyist 
Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  and  lead- 
ers of  the  militant  Minneapolis  Team- 


we need  a black  Trotskyist  cadre?  The 
logic  of  this  position  means  that  there  is 
no  role  for  a Negro  as  a party  member 
that  differs  from  that  he  could  play  with- 
out entering  the  party,  or,  as  in  the  case 
of  the  position  taken  on  southern  work, 
membership  in  the  party  would  actually 
isolate  him  from  important  areas  of  work 
because  "the  party  is  not  needed  there." 

Some  comrades,  in  response  to  the 
criticisms  made  here,  will  say  that  the 
party  is  not  giving  up  a revolutionary 
perspective,  but  is  only  being  realis- 
tic and  facing  the  fact  that  the  major- 
ity of  our  membership  is  white  and  that 
we  have  only  a tiny  and  weak  Negro 
cadre.  We  must  seek  to  become  in  real- 
ity what  we  are  in  theory,  rather  than  the 
reverse — i.e.,  adapting  our  program  to  a 
serious  weakness  in  composition.  If  we 
take  this  road  of  adaptation  the  party 
program  in  a process  of  gross  degenera- 
tion will  become  based  on  a privileged 
section  of  the  working  class. 

Negroes  who  are  activists  in  the  move- 
ment, such  as,  for  example,  the  full-time 
militants  around  SNCC  [Student  Nonvio- 
lent Coordinating  Committee],  are  every 


sters  Local  544.  The  SWP  denounced  the 
Second  World  War  as  an  interimperial- 
ist war  in  which  revolutionaries  took  no 
side  between  the  competing  Allied  and 
Axis  powers,  while  standing  foursquare 
in  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union. 

It  is  well  known  that  in  1942,  Roose- 
velt ordered  the  roundup  and  detention 
of  120,000  Japanese  Americans  on  the 
West  Coast.  Less  well  known  is  that 
more  than  two  years  earlier  the  FBI  had 
started  drafting  lists  of  thousands  to 
be  rounded  up  in  the  case  of  a national 
emergency,  overwhelmingly  leftists.  At 
the  height  of  the  post-WWII  Cold  War 
against  the  Soviet  Union,  liberal  Demo- 
cratic Congressman  Hubert  Humphrey 


was  the  driving  force  behind  the  1954 
Communist  Control  Act  outlawing  the 
CP.  This  was  the  period  that  gave  birth 
to  the  NSA,  whose  overriding  purpose 
was  to  spy  on  the  Soviet  Union.  In  the 
1960s  under  Lyndon  Johnson  and  his 


day  formulating  concepts  of  struggle  for 
the  movement.  The  meaning  of  the  line 
of  the  PC  draft  is  that  we  are  not  inter- 
ested in  recruiting  these  people  to  our 
white  party  because  we  have  the  revo- 
lutionary socialist  program  for  the  sec- 
tion of  the  working  class  of  which  we  are 
the  vanguard,  and  they  (Negro  militants) 
must  lead  their  own  struggle,  although 
we  would  like  to  have  fraternal  relations 
with  them.  This  is  the  meaning  of  the 
PC  draft. 

To  the  concept  of  the  white  party  must 
be  counterposed  the  concept  of  the  revo- 
lutionary party.  For  if  we  are  only  the  for- 
mer, then  black  workers  are  misplaced  in 
the  SWP.  There  are  three  main  elements 
which  we  recruit  to  the  party:  minority 
workers,  white  workers,  and  intellectuals. 
In  the  process  of  the  work  which  brings 
these  elements  to  the  party  there  are  spe- 
cial considerations  which  must  be  made 
with  reference  to  the  suspicions  of  minor- 
ity peoples  (“white  caution”)  in  regard  to 
personnel,  etc.  However,  once  inside  the 
party  we  are  all  only  revolutionists.  All  of 
these  elements  are  fused  in  the  struggle 
to  achieve  the  revolutionary  program 


attorney  general  Ramsey  Clark,  the  anti- 
Communist  COINTELPRO  program  was 
expanded  into  a bloody  vendetta  against 
black  radicals,  especially  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party,  38  of  whose  members  were 
killed  by  police  and  Feds  and  hundreds 
more  railroaded  to  prison. 

For  a Workers  Party, 

Tribune  of  the  People! 

In  his  book  Revolutionary  Socialism 
(1918),  Louis  Fraina,  who  would  play  a 
leading  role  in  the  early  American  com- 
munist movement,  wrote:  “Government 
having  engaged  itself  to  promote  finance- 
capital  in  its  imperialistic  projects,  it 
becomes  increasingly  un-democratic.”  He 
also  noted  the  increasing  power  of  the 
imperial  presidency,  a tendency  which 
is  "particularly  strong  and  typical  in  the 
United  States.” 

Ultimately,  what  the  government  gets 
away  with  in  its  increasing  drive  to  regi- 
ment the  working  class  and  most  every- 
one else  in  this  society  is  dependent  on 
the  level  of  class  and  social  struggle. 
From  the  rights  for  workers  to  organize 
in  unions  to  the  smashing  of  legalized 
segregation,  every  gain  for  the  exploited 
and  oppressed  has  been  won  through  hard 
and  bitter  struggle.  And  the  bourgeoisie, 
driven  by  the  lash  of  capitalist  competi- 
tion, has  fought  to  take  back  their  conces- 
sions to  the  masses.  Formal  legal  restric- 
tions were  placed  on  the  cops  and  the 
government's  political  police  in  the  wake 
of  the  massive  struggles  for  black  civil 
rights  in  the  1950s  and  '60s  and  against 
the  Vietnam  War.  But  those  restrictions 
have  since  been  largely  eroded. 

The  Spartacist  League  is  dedicated  to 
building  a revolutionary  workers  party 
that  would  champion  the  struggles  of 
the  exploited  and  the  oppressed  against 
the  vicious  capitalist  rulers.  In  so  doing, 
such  a party  would  impart  the  conscious- 
ness that  the  depravities  of  capitalist  rule 
can  only  be  ended  once  and  for  all  with 
the  expropriation  of  the  bourgeoisie  by  a 
workers  government — the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat.  ■ 


into  revolutionists  who  as  a whole  make 
up  the  revolutionary  party.  Thus  the 
"white  caution”  in  Negro  organizations 
is  wrong  inside  the  party.  An  internal 
policy  of  "white  caution"  equals  pater- 
nalism, patronization,  creation  of  "party 
Negroes,”  etc.,  and  has  no  place  in  a Bol- 
shevik party. 

The  statement  by  Trotsky,  quoted  at  the 
head  of  this  article,  that  if  the  SWP  can- 
not find  the  road  to  the  Negroes  then  it 
is  not  worthy  at  all,  finds  its  concurrent 
counterpart  in  the  choice  now  before  us. 
Either  the  revolutionary  perspective  in  the 
U.S.  has  become  blunted  and  lifeless  or 
else  its  expression  today  as  a living  aim  of 
the  party  pivots,  in  the  context  of  relative 
working-class  passivity  and  active  Negro 
struggle,  upon  the  development  of  a black 
Trotskyist  cadre. 

The  principal  aim  of  this  article  is  to 
show  that  this  deficiency  in  forces  is  not 
the  fault  of  objective  conditions — isolation 
and  the  like — but  is  rooted  in  the  complex 
of  related  political  and  organizational 
faults  stemming  from  a loss  of  confidence 
and  orientation  toward  the  proletarian 
revolution  by  the  SWP  majority.  ■ 
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Greece... 

(continued  from  page  12) 


a bourgeois  stale,”  and  “since  capital- 
ism is  organised  on  the  basis  of  partic- 
ular national  states,  itself  the  cause  of 
repeated  imperialist  wars  to  redivide  the 
world,  it  is  impossible  to  cohere  a stable 
pan-European  bourgeois  state"  ( Work- 
ers Vanguard  No.  670,  13  June  1997).  If 
Greece  were  to  be  propelled  out  of  the 
euro — and  the  EU — under  the  impact  of 
mass  opposition  to  EU-dictated  starva- 
tion policies,  it  would  be  a defeat  for  the 
imperialists  and  a step  forward  for  the 
working  class,  in  Greece  and  the  rest  of 
Europe.  Meanwhile  working-class  mili- 
tants in  Germany  and  other  imperialist 
countries  should  oppose  the  extortionate 
demands  that  Greece  pay  its  debt. 

Opposition  to  the  EU  is  a necessary 
starting  point  for  the  working  classes 
of  all  European  countries,  but  it  is  not  a 
solution  in  itself.  The  crisis  being  played 
out  in  Greece — and  threatening  to  engulf 
Spain.  Portugal,  Ireland  and  Italy — stems 
from  the  world  system  of  capitalism.  Rus- 
sian revolutionary  leader  V.I.  Lenin  in  his 
1916  work.  Imperialism,  the  Highest  Stage 
of  Capitalism,  noted  that:  “Imperialism  is 
capitalism  at  that  stage  of  development 
at  which  the  dominance  of  monopolies 
and  finance  capital  is  established,"  and 
“in  which  the  division  of  all  territories 
of  the  globe  among  the  biggest  capital- 
ist powers  has  been  completed.”  A small 
club  of  wealthy  imperialist  powers  sub- 
ordinate and  oppress  the  vast  majority  of 
the  world’s  population.  Dependent  coun- 
tries (such  as  Greece,  or  Argentina  today) 
“politically,  are  formally  independent,  but 
in  fact,  are  enmeshed  in  the  net  of  finan- 
cial and  diplomatic  dependence.” 

Under  imperialism,  each  country  be- 
comes more  closely  connected  to  the  world 
market,  while  industry  becomes  increas- 
ingly concentrated,  laying  the  basis  for  the 
socialist  organisation  of  society.  However, 
capitalism  is  based  on  individual  nation- 
states which  inevitably  come  into  conflict 
with  each  other  in  the  drive  for  profits  and 
new  areas  of  exploitation.  The  capitalist 
nation-state  is  thus  a fetter  to  the  further 
development  of  the  productive  forces.  For 
the  working  class  and  oppressed,  the  only 
way  out  is  through  socialist  revolutions 
which  will  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie 
and  establish  an  internationally  planned 
economy  under  workers  rule. 

Over  the  past  two  years  Greek  work- 
ers have  staged  many  one-  or  two-day 
general  strikes,  trying  to  beat  back  the 
joint  offensive  of  the  European  imperi- 
alists and  the  Greek  bourgeoisie.  In  the 
run-up  to  the  parliamentary  vote  on  the 
latest  austerity  package,  workers  staged 
a 48-hour  general  strike.  On  the  day  the 
cuts  were  approved  a massive  demonstra- 
tion converged  on  parliament  and  fought 
pitched  battles  with  rampaging  cops.  But 
the  government’s  relentless  attacks  on 
jobs  and  living  standards  have  continued. 

The  Greek  working  class  has  a long  his- 
tory of  militancy  and  self-sacrifice.  But 
again  and  again  its  struggles  have  been 
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Immigrant  youth  in  Greek  detention  center  near  Turkish  border,  November  2010. 


dissipated — or  crushed — as  a result  of  its 
reformist  leadership  which  salvaged  the 
rule  of  the  Greek  bourgeoisie  at  crucial 
moments.  The  critical  need  is  for  an  inter- 
nationalist revolutionary  workers  party, 
based  on  the  programme  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky.  The  Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece 
is  dedicated  to  building  such  a party  to 
fight  for  workers  revolution  throughout 
the  region.  Our  programme  is  for  a social- 
ist united  states  of  Europe. 

The  KKE’s  Class  Collaboration 

The  two  main  union  federations — the 
General  Confederation  of  Workers  of 
Greece  (GSEE)  and  the  Confederation  of 
Public  Servants  (ADEDY) — are  run  by 
supporters  of  PASOK  and  New  Democ- 
racy. the  parties  primarily  responsible  for 
pushing  through  the  austerity  measures. 
These  trade-union  leaders  make  no  pre- 
tence of  opposition  to  the  EU.  Likewise, 
throughout  Europe  the  reformist  leader- 
ships of  the  working  class  either  explic- 
itly or  tacitly  accept  the  EU,  promoting 
illusions  in  a “social  Europe.” 

An  exception  to  this  rule  is  the  KKE. 
the  Greek  Communist  Party,  which 
opposed  the  EU  and  the  1992  Maastricht 
Treaty  that  authorised  the  introduction  of 
the  euro.  With  the  KKE  gaining  ground 
in  the  polls,  the  social-democratic  left  in 
Greece  like  Xekinima  (Start — the  Greek 
section  of  the  Committee  for  a Workers’ 
International)  and  the  International  Marx- 
ist Tendency’s  affiliate  Marxist  Voice,  are 
openly  touting  a “left”  coalition  of  the 
KKE  and  Syriza  (Coalition  of  the  Radical 
Left,  dominated  by  Synaspismos,  formed 
out  of  the  old  “Eurocommunist”  wing 
of  the  Communist  Party).  But  the  KKE 
rejects  such  a coalition,  correctly  criticis- 
ing Syriza  for  “being  consistently  pro- 
E.U.”  and  for  the  fact  that  “it  has  voted 
for  the  Maastricht  treaty  after  all”  (Wiki- 
news.org,  13  May  2010). 

The  KKE  has  the  allegiance  of  the 
most  militant  sections  of  the  Greek  work- 
ing class.  Its  trade-union  organisation, 
PA  ME,  purports  to  offer  a “class-oriented” 
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opposition  to  the  sell-out  bureaucrats  in 
GSEE  and  ADEDY,  whom  it  correctly 
denounces  for  class  collaboration  with 
the  bosses  and  their  government.  How- 
ever the  KKE  cannot  offer  a way  forward 
for  the  working  class  beyond  the  cycle  of 
one-day  general  strikes,  which  amount  to 
a militant  form  of  lobbying  parliament. 
The  KKE  does  not  have  a programme  for 
the  working-class  seizure  of  power.  It  is 
wedded  to  nationalism  which  is  the  main 
obstacle  to  building  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  in  Greece.  A strategic  task  in 
building  a revolutionary  party  is  to  win 
the  working-class  base  of  the  KKE  to  the 


In  1850  cartoon  by 
Honore  Daumier, 
England  demands 
that  Greece  pay  for 
capital,  expenses, 
false  expenses, 
interest,  interest 
on  interest 
and  pistols. 


internationalist  programme  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  Bolsheviks. 

The  KKE  has  adopted,  on  paper  at  least, 
a leftist  posture  against  the  Greek  capital- 
ists and  their  anti-working-class  austerity. 
In  the  theses  of  party  conferences,  and 
in  particular  on  its  Internet  postings,  the 
KKE  spouts  Marxist-sounding  rhetoric. 
It  even  says  in  its  18th  Congress  Resolu- 
tion on  Socialism  that  “In  the  place  of  the 
bourgeois  army  and  repressive  organs, 
which  will  be  completely  dissolved,  new 
institutions  will  be  created,  based  on 
the  armed  revolutionary  struggle  for  the 
destruction  of  the  resistance  of  the  exploit- 
ers and  for  the  defence  of  the  Revolution” 
(February  2009). 

This  verbal  leftism  is  so  much  hot  air, 
as  shown  in  the  KKE’s  actual  practice. 
On  the  question  of  the  capitalist  state, 
i.e.,  “the  bourgeois  army  and  repressive 
organs,"  the  KKE’s  real  programme  is 
common-or-garden  variety  reformism.  In 
an  article  in  Rizospastis  (25  May  2011), 
the  KKE  reports  on  a meeting  of  the  Pan- 
hellenic  Confederation  of  Police  Officers, 
which  its  members  attended.  The  KKE’s 
representative,  one  Spiros  Halvadji,  lec- 
tured the  cops  that  "the  role  of  the  police 
must  not  be  repression  against  the  popular 
movement,  but  must  have  as  its  primary 
role  the  prosecution  of  crime."  The  cops, 
together  with  the  courts,  prisons  and  mili- 


tary. make  up  the  core  of  the  bourgeois 
state,  which  Lenin  described  as  "the  ‘spe- 
cial coercive  force’  for  the  suppression 
of  the  proletariat  by  the  bourgeoisie,  of 
millions  of  working  people  by  handfuls 
of  the  rich"  ( The  State  and  Revolution. 
1917).  Today  in  Greece,  the  reactionary 
crusade  against  "crime”  is  the  pretext  for 
rounding  up  hundreds  of  immigrants  and 
throwing  them  into  concentration  camps. 

A Leninist  party  would  combat  national 
chauvinism,  which  is  whipped  up  by  the 
capitalist  rulers,  particularly  against  Tur- 
key, Greece’s  historic  enemy,  as  well  as 
towards  neighbouring  Balkan  countries 
In  the  context  of  heightened  Greek  nation- 
alism caused  by  the  EU’s  trampling  on  the 
country’s  national  sovereignty,  the  gov- 
ernment has  launched  a racist  campaign 
against  immigrants,  opening  up  new 
detention  centres  and  arresting  hundreds. 
Attacks  on  immigrants  have  increased, 
as  fascist  organisations  such  as  Golden 
Dawn  have  been  emboldened. 

Defence  of  the  rights  of  oppressed 
nationalities  and  immigrants  is  essential 
to  working-class  unity  in  the  struggle 
for  socialist  revolution.  Nationalism  sets 
workers  of  different  nationalities  against 
each  other,  poisoning  class  consciousness 
and  aiding  the  capitalists  to  drive  down 
the  wages  of  all  workers.  Workers  from 
Albania,  South  Asia,  Africa  and  else- 
where must  be  drawn  into  common  strug- 
gle alongside  their  Greek  class  brothers 
and  sisters.  A class-struggle  leadership 
in  the  trade  unions  would  fight  for  jobs 
for  all  and  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
immigrants. 

The  KKE  has  the  social  power  to  mobi- 
lise powerful  contingents  of  workers  to 
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defend  immigrants  and  to  sweep  the  fas- 
cist vermin  off  the  streets,  but  their  nation- 
alism is  a barrier  to  such  a perspective.  In 
the  early  1990s,  an  intense  wave  of  Greek 
chauvinism  over  Macedonia  contributed  to 
the  growth  of  Golden  Dawn.  When  the  for- 
mer Yugoslav  republic  included  the  word 
"Macedonia"  in  its  name,  posters  across 
Greece  declared,  "Macedonia  Is  Greek!" 
At  the  time  we  wrote  that  “the  response  of 
the  KKE  to  the  tidal  wave  of  chauvinism 
is  a sustained  capitulation  to  Greek  nation- 
alism," expressed  in  KKE  statements  such 
as:  "we  don’tlet  any  foreign  nationalist  lay 
claim  to  even  a centimeter  of  Greek  soil” 
( Workers  Vanguard  No.  565,  11  Decem- 
ber 1992).  Our  article  demanded:  “For 
the  right  of  self-determination  for  Mace- 
donia, including  Greek  Macedonians! 
For  full  democratic  rights  for  minorities 
in  Greece!  For  a Balkan  Socialist  Federa- 
tion, including  Greece!" 

In  contrast  to  the  proletarian  socialism 
of  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party, 
the  KKE  espouses  nationalist  popu- 
lism. This  is  apparent  in  incessant,  anti- 
Marxist  demands  for  "people’s  power," 
sometimes  expressed  in  the  absurd  cou- 
pling working-class  people’s  power."  For 
example,  they  argue  “the  basic  direction 
°f  people’s  movement  must  be  the 
overthrow  of  capitalism.  The  only  way 
out  is  the  working-class  popular  power 
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Top:  KKE  banners  on  the  Acropolis,  February  11.  Bottom:  General  Sarafis 
(left)  of  KKE-supported  ELAS  Resistance  force  with  British  commander  and 
anti-Communist  guerrilla  leader  Zervas,  circa  1944.  Stalinists  entered  capi- 
talist government,  disarmed  working  class. 
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with  disengagement  from  the  EU  and 
unilateral  cancellation  of  the  debt.  There 
is  no  other  solution  for  the  people"  (“The 
List  of  the  Measures  Included  in  the  New 
Memorandum,"  16  February). 

By  preaching  the  common  interests 
of  “the  people,”  the  KKE  dissolves  the 
proletariat  into  the  whole  of  the  popu- 
lation and  obscures  the  class  divisions 
of  bourgeois  society.  With  its  hands  on 
the  levers  of  production,  the  working 
class  is  the  only  force  with  the  potential 
power  and  objective  interest  to  overthrow 
capitalism.  The  interests  of  the  Greek 
capitalists,  who  make  their  profits  from 
the  exploitation  of  workers,  and  of  the 
working  class  cannot  be  reconciled.  The 
capitalists  are  inextricably  tied  to  the 
imperialist  powers  and  turn  to  them  for 
aid  in  repressing  the  working  class.  The 
petty  bourgeoisie  comprises  a heteroge- 
neous layer  between  the  capitalists  and 
the  workers,  everything  from  teachers 
to  small  farmers  to  students.  It  includes 
the  substantial  proportion  of  the  Greek 
population  employed  in  family-run  busi- 
nesses. The  strong  influence  of  national- 
ist populism  in  Greek  society  is  rooted  in 
the  fact  that  the  industrial  proletariat  is 
very  small  and  the  urban  petty  bourgeoi- 
sie correspondingly  large. 

The  KKE’s  vision  of  “socialism"  is  a 
reactionary  programme  of  national  autarky 
based  on  the  exploitation  of  the  supposed 
wealth  of  natural  resources,  including 
energy  resources  within  Greece  alone. 
What  the  KKE  envisions  is  a variety  of 
“socialism  in  one  country,”  the  dogma 
adopted  by  Stalin  in  late  1924  when  the 
bureaucracy  usurped  power  in  a political 
counterrevolution  that  led  to  the  degenera- 
tion of  the  Soviet  workers  state.  “Socialism 
in  one  country"  expressed  the  nationalist 
opportunism  of  the  Soviet  bureaucracy 
and  ran  counter  to  the  Bolshevik  Party's 
historic  revolutionary,  internationalist  pro- 
gramme. It  provided  the  Stalinist  bureau- 
cracy with  an  ideological  justification  for 
transforming  the  foreign  Communist  par- 
ties into  bargaining  chips  in  an  illusory 
search  for  “peaceful  coexistence”  with 
imperialism.  Lenin  had  explained  at  a Bol- 
shevik Party  congress  in  1919:  “We  are  liv- 
ing not  merely  in  a state,  but  in  a system  of 
states,  and  it  is  inconceivable  for  the  Soviet 
Republic  to  exist  alongside  of  the  imperial- 
ist states  for  any  length  of  time.  One  or  the 
other  must  triumph  in  the  end”  (“Report  of 
the  Central  Committee,”  18  March  1919). 

Despite  its  degeneration  under  Stalin- 
ism, we  Trotskyists  defended  the  Soviet 
Union,  and  fought  for  workers  political 
revolution  against  the  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy, whose  policies  of  appeasement  of 
imperialism  undermined  the  existence  of 
the  workers  state.  Capitalist  counterrev- 
olution in  the  Soviet  Union  in  1991-92, 
after  decades  of  military  and  economic 
pressure  from  world  imperialism,  defini- 
tively demonstrated  the  bankruptcy  of 
Stalinism.  If  “socialism  in  one  country” 
was  impossible  in  the  Soviet  Union,  cov- 
ering one-sixth  of  the  earth’s  surface  and 
rich  in  mineral  wealth,  in  the  context  of 
Greece  it  is  simply  absurd. 

The  KKE’s  History  of  Betrayals 

In  February,  as  the  Greek  parliament 
debated  the  second  bailout  and  workers 
outside  battled  with  police,  government 
spokesmen  evoked  the  spectre  of  civil  war. 
KKE  leader  Aleka  Papariga  responded 
by  referring  to  the  Greek  bourgeoisie’s 
repression  against  Communists  in  the 
1940s.  The  1946-49  Civil  War  continues 
to  haunt  all  sides  in  Greece  today.  To  the 
Greek  bourgeoisie  the  KKE,  the  oldest 
party  in  Greece,  embodies  the  hatred  of 
the  working  class  and  peasantry  for  its 
rule.  In  reality,  it  is  a travesty  that  the 
KKE  retains  a reputation  as  a militant 
fighter  against  capitalism  based  on  the 
Resistance  against  the  Nazi  occupation 
and  the  subsequent  Greek  Civil  War. 

The  KKE’s  long  history  of  betrayal 
of  the  Greek  proletariat  begins  with  the 
Stalinisation  of  the  party  in  the  late  1920s. 
The  KKE  faithfully  followed  every  twist 
and  turn  of  policy  emanating  from  the 
Stalinist  leadership  in  the  Soviet  Union. 
During  the  economic  crisis  of  the  1930s, 


Greece  was  convulsed  by  massive  work- 
ers strikes,  notably  the  May  1936  general 
strike  in  Salonika.  The  KKE  dominated 
the  whole  working-class  movement  and 
enjoyed  strong  support  in  the  countryside. 
But  the  KKE  subordinated  the  fight  for 
working-class  power  to  pursuing  an  alli- 
ance with  the  bourgeois  Liberal  Party, 
paving  the  way  for  the  military  dictator- 
ship of  Ioannis  Metaxas.  As  our  Trotsky- 
ist forebears  explained: 

“Instead  of  organizing  the  workers  for 
decisive  revolutionary  action  and  work- 
ing to  draw  the  peasants  in  the  coun- 
tryside into  the  struggle,  throughout 
the  fateful  months  between  April  and 
August  1936,  when  the  working  class 
was  in  deep  revolutionary  ferment,  the 
Stalinists  busied  themselves  with  a 
campaign  to  force  the  Liberal  Party  to 
organize  with  them  a People’s  Front. 
The  Liberal  Party,  however,  had  heard 
its  master’s  voice  and  turned  down  the 
Stalinist  offer.  They  were  busy  easing 
the  way  for  Metaxas.” 

— “Civil  War  in  Greece,”  Fourth 
International,  February  1945 
Far  from  forming  an  alliance  with  the 
KKE  against  the  right  wing  of  the  bour- 
geoisie, the  Liberals  united  with  the  right 
to  crush  the  workers. 

During  the  brutal  Nazi  occupation 
of  Greece  in  World  War  II,  the  KKE 
established  itself  as  the  leadership  of  the 
Resistance.  The  Greek  workers  and  peas- 
ants flocked  to  the  military  wing  of  the 
Resistance — ELAS — and  fought  hero- 
ically against  both  the  Nazi  occupiers  and 
the  Greek  bourgeoisie’s  anti-Communist 
quislings  like  General  Zervas,  a tool  of 
the  British  imperialists  who  also  col- 
laborated with  the  Nazi  occupiers.  By  the 
time  the  German  forces  withdrew  from 
Greece,  the  entire  country  was  in  the 
hands  of  the  ELAS  fighters  and  the  hated 
Greek  bourgeoisie  was  at  their  mercy. 

The  workers  and  peasants,  however,  were 
cheated  of  their  victory  by  the  betrayal  of 
the  KKE  leadership.  The  Stalinists  joined 
the  capitalist  government  and,  in  Febru- 
ary 1945,  signed  the  Treaty  of  Varkiza, 
disarming  the  KKE-led  resistance  fight- 
ers and  handing  power  back  to  the  miser- 
able Greek  bourgeoisie.  In  this,  the  KKE 
embraced  the  anti-revolutionary  perspec- 
tive of  Stalin,  who,  at  the  Tehran  Confer- 
ence with  Churchill  and  Roosevelt  in  1943, 


had  agreed  that  Greece  would  remain  capi- 
talist and  under  the  thumb  of  British  impe- 
rialism. Thousands  of  Communists  were 
killed  in  the  subsequent  civil  war.  After 
the  final  defeat  of  the  KKE’s  Democratic 
Army  in  1949,  thousands  were  forced  into 
exile.  Those  who  could  not  get  away  were 
rounded  up  and  put  in  concentration  camps 
on  prison  islands.  There  they  were  subject 
to  torture  unless  they  renounced  the  party. 
The  KKE  was  banned  for  decades  and  its 
members  blacklisted. 

What  the  comrades  of  the  Fourth 
International  wrote  at  the  end  of  World 
War  II  holds  true  for  the  role  of  the 
Stalinists  throughout  the  Civil  War: 

“The  Greek  masses  were  burning  with 
revolutionary  determination  and  wished 
to  prepare  the  overthrow  of  all  their 
oppressors — Nazi  and  Greek.  Instead 
of  providing  the  mass  movement  with 
a revolutionary  program,  similar  to  the 
Bolshevik  program  of  1917,  and  prepar- 
ing the  masses  for  the  seizure  of  power, 
the  Stalinists  steered  the  movement  into 
the  blind  alley  of  People’s  Frontism.  The 
Stalinists,  who  enjoyed  virtual  hegemony 
of  the  mass  movement,  joined  with  a lot 
of  petty  bourgeois  politicians,  lawyers, 
professors,  who  had  neither  mass  fol- 
lowing nor  influence,  and  artificially 
worked  to  limit  the  struggle  to  the  fight 
for  capitalist  democracy." 

Today  the  KKE  continues  the  Stalinist 
tradition  of  popular-frontism  and  class 
collaboration  that  historically  has  politi- 
cally disarmed  the  working  class  and 
bound  it  to  the  Greek  bourgeoisie. 

Imperialism  and  Greek 
Capitalism 

The  dependent  character  of  the  modern 
Greek  state  did  not  begin  with  its  acces- 
sion to  the  EU,  but  was  stamped  on  it 
from  birth.  At  the  treaty  which  carved  an 
independent  Greek  state  out  of  the  decay- 
ing Ottoman  Empire  in  May  of  1832,  no 
Greeks  were  present — only  representa- 
tives of  the  “protecting”  powers:  Britain, 
France  and  Russia.  An  absolutist  mon- 
arch— Otto  of  Bavaria — was  imposed  on 
the  new  country.  Throughout  the  19th  cen- 
tury Greece  was  a pawn  of  British  diplo- 
macy, particularly  vis-^-vis  tsarist  Russia. 
Despite  early  attempts  to  modernise  the 
country  Greece  remained  overwhelm- 
ingly agrarian,  dependent  on  the  export 


of  currants.  While  there  was  very  little 
investment  in  industry,  a very  wealthy 
commercial  bourgeoisie  developed,  based 
on  merchant  shipping  and,  later,  banking. 

In  the  early  1830s,  to  pay  for  the  war 
against  the  Ottoman  Turks,  the  Greek 
government  contracted  loans  in  the  City 
of  London  on  ruinous  terms.  By  the  1880s 
Greek  debts  to  Britain  exceeded  630  mil- 
lion drachmas,  the  service  of  which  con- 
sumed a third  of  the  state’s  revenues. 
When  the  currant  market  collapsed, 
Greece  went  bankrupt.  This  established  a 
pattern  that  has  persisted  to  the  present. 
British  imperialist  policy  towards  Greece 
was  geared  to  using  loans  in  order  to  sub- 
jugate the  country  and  to  bring  about  its 
complete  financial  and  diplomatic  depen- 
dency. Following  WWII,  in  the  latter  phase 
of  the  Greek  Civil  War,  the  U.S.  supplanted 
decaying  British  imperialism  in  Greece, 
and  similarly  employed  aid  and  loans  as  a 
weapon  to  subordinate  the  country. 

The  Greek  bourgeoisie  has  always 
depended  upon  one  or  another  imperial- 
ist power  to  guarantee  its  position,  jointly 
exploiting  the  Greek  proletariat.  Such 
relationships  of  dependency  are  inevitable 
as  long  as  imperialism  exists.  The  only 
way  out  is  the  road  taken  by  the  Russian 
workers  and  peasants  in  the  1917  October 
Revolution.  Led  by  Lenin  and  Trotsky’s 
Bolsheviks,  they  seized  state  power, 
expropriated  the  capitalist  class  and  the 
landowners  and  swept  away  the  tsarist 
autocracy  and  the  state  church.  Lenin 
established  the  Third  (Communist)  Inter- 
national as  the  world  party  of  proletarian 
revolution,  conscious  that,  to  survive,  the 
workers  revolution  in  backward  Russia 
had  to  be  extended  to  the  advanced  capi- 
talist countries — especially  Germany. 

Proletarian  internationalism  is  a life- 
and-death  question  for  the  working  classes 
throughout  Europe,  who  must  struggle 
against  the  attacks  of  the  national  bour- 
geoisie and  against  the  EU  robber  barons. 
Workers  in  the  imperialist  countries,  in 
struggling  against  their  “own”  bourgeoi- 
sies, have  the  potential  to  strike  a blow 
in  the  interests  of  all  those,  throughout 
Europe  and  worldwide,  who  are  ground 
under  the  heel  of  imperialism.  In  coun- 
tries such  as  Britain  and  Germany,  immi- 
grant workers  from  Greece,  T\irkey  and 
elsewhere  bring  with  them  traditions  of 
militant  struggle  and  form  an  organic  tie 
to  struggles  in  their  countries  of  origin. 

The  global  economic  crisis  starkly 
poses  the  need  to  do  away  with  the  boom- 
bust  cycle  of  capitalism.  This  can  only 
be  done  through  workers  revolutions  that 
expropriate  the  super-rich  exploiters  and 
reorganise  production  to  meet  human 
need.  To  transform  the  working  class  into 
a class  fighting  for  power  at  the  head  of 
all  the  oppressed  requires  the  leadership 
of  a revolutionary  party.  ■ 
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Berlin:  German  Trotskyists  raise 
sign  reading  “Down  With  Police 
Terror  in  Greece!  For  Workers  Pro- 
tests!” at  2008  demonstration. 


11  MAY  2012 


11 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Down  With  the  Bosses’  European  Union— 

For  a Workers  Europe! 


Left:  Shipyard  workers  demand  unpaid  wages  outside  Finance  Ministry  in 
chancellor  Angela  Merkel  in  Brussels,  December  2011. 


Banks  Starve 
Greek  Working  People 


MAY  7 — The  results  of  yes- 
terday's parliamentary  elec- 
tions in  Greece  reflected 
mass  discontent  with  the 
European  Union  (EU)  and 
the  starvation  policies  mandated  by  the 
International  Monetary  Fund  (IMF).  The 
two  bourgeois  parties  that  had  enforced 
the  austerity  measures,  the  Pan-Hellenic 
Socialist  Movement  and  the  right-wing 
New  Democracy,  received  less  than  a third 
of  the  vote  between  them.  Syriza  (Coali- 
tion of  the  Radical  Left)  came  in  second 
behind  New  Democracy  with  16.5  percent 
of  the  vote.  Syriza,  which  stands  in  favor 
of  the  EU  and  the  euro  while  offering  to 
renegotiate  the  terms  of  austerity,  is  calling 
for  a "left  government.”  According  to  the 
Greek  Communist  Party  (KKE)  newspa- 
per, Rizospastis  (7  May),  the  KKE,  which 
opposes  the  EU  and  the  euro,  won  8.4 
percent  of  the  vote.  Ominously,  the  fascist 
Golden  Dawn  received  nearly  7 percent. 

We  print  below  a 5 May  article,  adapted 
for  WV,  written  by  our  comrades  of  the 
Spartacist  League/Britain  and  appearing 
in  Workers  Hammer  No.  218  (Spring  2012). 

Workers  Hammer 

The  6 May  parliamentary  elections  in 
Greece  are  taking  place  amid  fears  of 
economic  meltdown.  The  Greek  capital- 
ists have  triggered  popular  outrage  by 
imposing  brutal  austerity,  including  cuts 
to  jobs,  pensions  and  public  services. 
Behind  the  Greek  bourgeoisie  stand  the 
imperialist  European  Union  and  the  U.S.- 
dominated  International  Monetary  Fund 
with  whom  the  Greek  government  negoti- 
ated a 130  billion  euro  ($170  billion]  bail- 
out in  February  to  stave  off  a default  on 
the  country’s  loan  obligations.  This  was 
the  second  "rescue  package”  in  the  space 
of  two  years  and,  like  the  first,  was  in 
fact  a bailout  of  the  country's  creditors — 
mainly  French  and  German  banks — as 
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well  as  Greek  ones.  The  EU  bloodsuckers 
are  intent  on  ensuring  that  when  Greece 
goes  bankrupt,  it  does  not  take  the  whole 
euro  zone  down  with  it. 

For  the  Greek  working  class,  the  crisis 
has  become  a catastrophe.  Wages  have 
been  slashed;  unemployment  is  running 
at  over  20  per  cent,  reaching  51  per  cent 
tor  youth.  Homelessness  has  increased  by 
25  per  cent  over  the  past  year  while  one 
in  three  Greeks  lives  below  the  official 
poverty  line.  The  suicide  rate  has  rock- 
eted. In  a case  which  has  come  to  sym- 
bolise the  anger  and  desperation  of  the 
population,  in  early  April  77-year-old 
retired  pharmacist  Dimitris  Christoulas 
shot  himself  with  a handgun  outside  the 
parliament  in  Athens’  Syntagma  Square. 
His  suicide  note  said  that  he  could  not 
face  the  prospect  "of  scavenging  through 
garbage  bins  for  food  and  becoming  a 
burden  to  my  child”  (New  York  Times 
online,  5 April). 

The  Greek  capitalist  rulers  are  more 
than  willing  accomplices  of  Wall  Street, 
the  German  banks,  the  City  of  London 
and  the  French  Bourse.  The  leaders  of  the 
EU.  the  European  Central  Bank  and  the 
IMF — the  so-called  “troika” — continu- 
ally ride  roughshod  over  Greece’s  national 
sovereignty.  When  then  prime  minister 
George  Papandreou  proposed  a referen- 
dum on  the  EU-dictated  austerity  package 
last  November.  EU  leaders  orchestrated 
his  removal  and  replacement  by  Lucas 
Papademos,  former  vice  president  of  the 
European  Central  Bank.  The  deposed 
Papandreou  was  hardly  an  opponent  of 
EU  austerity:  he  was  leader  of  the  Pan- 
Hellenic  Socialist  Movement  (PASOK).  a 
bourgeois  populist  party,  which  governed 
since  2009,  imposing  the  most  savage  cuts 
the  country  has  seen  since  World  War  II. 


Now  led  by  Evangelos  Venizelos,  PASOK 
continues  to  govern  in  coalition  with  the 
right-wing  conservatives  of  New  Democ- 
racy, led  by  Antonis  Samaras.  EU  leaders 
have  demanded  that  Greece  enshrine  a 
commitment  to  repay  the  bankers  into  its 
constitution.  This  would  be  legally  bind- 
ing on  whatever  government  emerges 
from  the  election. 

As  proletarian  internationalists,  we 
have  consistently  opposed  the  imperi- 
alist EU  on  principle.  It  was  originally 
established  as  an  adjunct  of  NATO,  the 
imperialist  military  alliance  against  the 
Soviet  Union.  From  its  beginnings  it  has 
been  a mechanism  by  which  the  com- 
bined capitalist  powers  impose  austerity 
on  their  own  working  classes.  The  domi- 
nant powers,  led  by  Germany,  subordinate 
the  weaker  ones  such  as  Greece,  Ireland, 
Portugal  and  the  East  European  member 
states.  Under  the  banner  of  the  “flexible 
labour  market,”  the  EU  has  rolled  back 
trade-union  rights  and  imposed  low  wages 
and  precarious  work  contracts. 

The  misery  being  inflicted  on  the  Greek 
working  people  is  a template  for  attacks  on 
workers  across  Europe.  Heavily  indebted 
Spain,  with  the  highest  official  unemploy- 
ment rate  in  Europe  (24  per  cent),  was 
engulfed  by  a one-day  general  strike  on 
29  March  against  the  government’s  bud- 
get cuts.  A week  earlier,  a 24-hour  general 
strike  against  austerity  in  neighbouring 
Portugal  brought  most  of  that  country’s 
transport  system  to  a standstill.  It  is  not 
only  in  the  poorer  nations  of  southern 
Europe  that  the  working  class  is  under 
attack.  German  imperialism  has  driven 
down  wages  and  drastically  reduced  wel- 
fare spending  at  home.  The  German  pro- 
letariat, the  most  powerful  working  class 
in  Europe,  is  potentially  the  Achilles’  heel 


of  the  imperialist  EU.  but  it 
is  led  by  the  Social  Demo- 
cratic Party.  In  government 
from  1998  to  2005,  the  Social 
Democrats  carried  out  draco- 
nian attacks  on  the  working  class  which 
helped  sharpen  German  imperialism’s 
competitive  edge  in  the  world  market. 

In  the  face  of  a wave  of  chauvinism 
against  Greeks,  our  comrades  in  the  Spar- 
takist  Workers  Party  of  Germany  wrote: 
"The  workers  movement  in  Germany 
must  mobilize  in  solidarity  with  Greek 
workers  and  all  the  other  victims  of  the 
EU  imperialists— after  all,  they’ll  be  con- 
fronted with  similar  attacks  in  the  imme- 
diate future"  (reprinted  in  Workers  Ham- 
mer No.  211,  Summer  2010  [reprinted  in 
WV  No.  960,  4 June  2010]).  Last  year  our 
comrades  stated  that  there  is  “no  way  out 
for  debtor  countries  like  Greece  under  the 
set-up  dictated  by  the  German  bourgeoi- 
sie. Noting  that  Greece  might  be  much 
better  off  if  it  defaulted  and  left  the  euro 
zone,  they  warned  that,  “while  this  might 
provide  relief  from  the  downward  spiral, 
leaving  the  euro  zone  will  not  insulate 
the  Greek  proletariat  from  the  world  eco- 
nomic downturn  and  capitalist  devasta- 
tion (reprinted  in  Workers  Hammer  No. 
217,  Winter  2011-2012  (see  WV  No.  992, 
9 December  2011]). 

The  single  currency  has  helped  the 
German  bourgeoisie  make  huge  profits. 
The  Greek  capitalist  rulers  too  have  ben- 
efited from  the  EU  and  seem  determined 
to  retain  the  euro,  despite  the  fact  that  it 
prevents  Greece  from  devaluing  its  cur- 
rency to  lessen  its  debts  or  to  increase  the 
competitiveness  of  its  exports.  The  Inter- 
national Communist  League  opposed  the 
introduction  of  the  euro  and  pointed  out 
that  a single  currency  spanning  several 
different  capitalist  countries  is  not  sus- 
tainable. In  1997  we  wrote:  “Control  over 
the  quantity  of  money  within  its  bound- 
aries is  a basic  economic  prerogative  of 
continued  on  page  10 
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For  the  Right  of  Gay  Marriage. ..and  Divorce! 


Gay  Rights  and  the 
Capitalist  Electoral  Circus 


White  House 

Left:  March  15  rally  against  North  Carolina’s  ban  on  same-sex  marriage,  Raleigh.  Right:  Obama  addressing  National  Prayer  Breakfast  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  sponsored  by  Christian  fundamentalist  group  “the  Family,”  February  2009. 


Defend  the  Separation  of  Church  and  State! 


On  May  9,  Barack  Obama  announced 
on  ABC  News  that  he  has  “evolved” 
to  the  position  that  “same-sex  couples 
should  be  able  to  get  married."  Within 
hours  of  his  tepid  endorsement  of  what 
should  be  a basic  democratic  right,  con- 
tributions to  the  Obama/Biden  re-election 
campaign  jumped  by  millions  of  dollars. 
Meanwhile,  Obama  got  on  the  phone  to 
black  preachers  in  order  to  forestall  any 
possible  blowback  from  this  key  con- 
stituency, for  whom  gay  marriage  is  con- 
troversial. It  was  calculated  politicking 
against  Obama’s  Republican  opponent, 
Mitt  Romney,  who  recently  addressed 
the  commencement  at  the  fundamental- 
ist Liberty  University  in  Virginia  in  a bid 
for  support  from  the  Tea  Party  and  evan- 
gelicals who  aren't  quite  sure  that  Mor- 
mons are  Christians. 

Thus  do  the  two  parties  juggle  in  the 
capitalist  electoral  circus,  where  workers, 
immigrants,  the  poor  and  the  oppressed 
are  left  to  clean  up  the  animal  droppings. 
The  difference  between  the  two  parties 
amounts  to  the  fact  that  the  Republicans 
openly  dish  out  racist,  sexist,  anti-labor 
poison  while  the  Democrats  adopt  a more 
benign  image  for  working  people  and  the 
oppressed — and  end  up  doing  the  same 
thing  in  office. 

The  cover  of  Newsweek  (21  May) 
showed  Obama  crowned  with  a rain- 
bow halo  and  the  headline,  "The  First 


Gay  President.”  But  the  president  knew 
that  his  carefully  uttered  statement  on 
ABC  would  have  no  immediate  effect 
on  the  legal  status  of  gay  marriage.  He 
made  clear  that  his  views  were  “per- 
sonal” and  that  he  would  leave  it  to  the 
states  to  decide,  a nod  to  the  “states’ 
rights"  doctrine  that  has  historically  been 
wielded  to  strip  black  people  of  demo- 
cratic rights,  particularly  in  the  South. 
Thirty  states  currently  have  bans  on  gay 
marriage  written  into  their  constitutions. 
This  includes  North  Carolina,  where  vot- 
ers passed  a state  constitutional  amend- 
ment on  May  8 stating  that  “marriage 
between  one  man  and  one  woman  is  the 
only  domestic  legal  union  that  shall  be 
valid  or  recognized  in  this  state,”  pos- 
ing a potential  challenge  to  civil  unions 
between  heterosexuals  as  well. 

Obama’s  statement  dwelt  on  "com- 
mitted” and  "monogamous”  gay  couples 
that  he  knows  while  praising  their  good 
parenting — in  other  words,  the  traditional 
“one  man  on  one  woman  for  life”  applied 
with  a lifestyle  twist.  So  gay  people,  too, 
can  struggle  to  shoehorn  their  personal 
lives  into  the  institution  of  marriage,  one 
of  the  means  by  which  the  ruling  class 
exerts  social  control.  And  gay  working 
people  like  others  will  keep  struggling 
to  find  affordable,  quality  childcare, 
medical  care  and  decent  education  for 
their  kids,  while  trying  to  feed  and  house 


their  families  on  diminishing  wages  and 
benefits. 

The  Spartacist  League  supports  full 
equal  rights  for  gays,  just  as  we  support 
any  gain  in  civil  and  democratic  rights 
that  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed 
can  wrest  from  the  capitalist  rulers  and 
their  state.  This  includes  the  right  for 
gays  to  marry — a condition  for  receiv- 
ing a range  of  necessary  social  benefits. 
Marriage  rights  or  not,  gays,  lesbians, 
bisexuals  and  transgenders  will  continue 
to  face  deadly  bigotry  in  this  homopho- 
bic society,  where  organized  religion  and 
the  nuclear  family  are  key  institutions  for 
the  maintenance  of  the  capitalist  order. 
We  also  support  the  right  of  gays  to  enter 
the  military  without  any  "don't  ask.  don’t 
tell"  traps,  which  does  not  lessen  by  one 
iota  our  class  opposition  to  the  imperial- 
ist military  and  its  wars  and  occupations. 

Humorist  Fran  Lebowitz  hit  the  target 
when  she  said  in  her  HBO  documentary 
that  she  was  “stunned”  that  the  two  great- 
est desires  of  gay  rights  activists  were 
marriage  and  serving  in  the  military.  She 
noted,  “Usually  the  fight  for  freedom  is 
the  fight  for  freedom....  This  is  like  the 
fight  for  slavery.”  We  say:  For  the  right 
to  gay  marriage — and  divorce!  Not  one 
person,  not  one  penny  for  the  imperialist 
armed  forces!  We  communists  fight  for 
a workers  government,  under  which  no 
one  will  be  forced  into  a legal  straitjacket 


(they  don’t  call  it  “wedlock"  for  nothing) 
to  get  medical  benefits,  visitation  rights, 
child  custody,  citizenship  rights  or  any  of 
the  other  privileges  this  capitalist  society 
grants  to  married  couples. 

Reformist  Left: 

Democrats’  Amen  Corner 

However  cheap  it  came,  the  president’s 
“evolution”  on  gay  marriage  was  greeted 
with  effusive  praise  in  the  expected  liberal 
quarters.  The  New  York  Times  raised  com- 
parisons with  Lyndon  Baines  Johnson’s 
signing  of  the  1964  Civil  Rights  Act.  The 
National  Organization  for  Women  issued 
a statement  “celebrating"  Obama’s  views, 
while  the  gay  and  transgender  rights 
organization  AHOut.org  sent  him  a thank 
you  card.  “Obama  Stood  Up  for  Love." 
with  75,000  signatures.  Also  unsurprising 
was  the  praise,  coupled  with  some  mild 
criticism,  coming  from  the  reformist  left. 
The  Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation 
(PSL)  called  Obama's  comments  a “sea- 
change”  analogous  to  the  “major  historic 
moment"  of  his  election  as  the  first  black 
president  ( Liberation . 12  May).  The  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
chimed  in  that  the  statement  “is,  of  course, 
historic,”  while  chastising  Obama  for 
being  a “latecomer”  on  “marriage  equal- 
ity” (“What  Took  Him  So  Long?”  Social- 
ist Worker,  14  May). 

continued  on  page  10 
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U.S.  Muslim  Imprisoned  for  Translating 

Free  Tarek  Mehanna! 


Just  as  the  American  capitalist  rulers 
have  declared  the  “war  against  terrorism" 
to  be  eternal,  the  limits  to  which  they  will 
go  in  eviscerating  civil  liberties  under 
that  pretext  know  no  bounds.  In  a frontal 
attack  on  the  rights  of  speech  supposedly 
protected  in  the  First  Amendment,  Tarek 
Mehanna  was  convicted  in  December  on 
bogus  “material  support  to  terrorism" 
charges  primarily  for  translating  jihadist 
documents.  The  29-year-old  U.S.  citizen 
was  sentenced  on  April  12  to  YlVi  years 
in  prison.  It  is  in  the  interest  of  the  work- 
ing class,  all  minorities,  youth  and  oppo- 
nents of  imperialist  war  to  denounce 
Mehanna’s  conviction  and  demand  his 
immediate  release! 

This  was  a chemically  pure  thought- 
crime  prosecution.  Mehanna  committed 
no  crime,  carried  out  no  act  of  “terror- 
ism," and  even  according  to  what  has  been 
the  government’s  expansive  definition,  did 
not  provide  any  “material”  support  to  ter- 
rorist activities.  According  to  the  indict- 


ment, evidence  that  Mehanna  furthered 
a “criminal  conspiracy”  was  that  he  “cre- 
ated and/or  translated,  accepted  credit  for 
authoring  and  distributed  text,  videos,  and 
other  media  to  inspire  others  to  engage  in 
violent  jihad,"  “watched  jihadi  videos." 
“discussed  efforts  to  create  like-minded 
youth”  and  spoke  of  “admiration  and  love 
for  Usama  bin  Laden.”  As  Yale  professor 
Andrew  March  pointed  out  in  a 21  April 
New  York  Times  op-ed  piece  “A  Dangerous 
Mind?”:  “Those  acts  were  not  used  by  the 
government  to  demonstrate  the  intent  or 
mental  state  behind  some  other  crime.... 
They  were  the  crime.”  One  prosecutor  gave 
the  game  away  when  he  declared  about  the 
case:  “It’s  not  illegal  to  watch  something 
on  the  television.  It  is  illegal,  however,  to 
watch  something  in  order  to  cultivate  your 
desire,  your  ideology.” 

The  government’s  case  rested  on  two 
wobbly  legs.  The  first  was  making  a trip 
abroad.  In  2004  at  the  age  of  21,  Mehanna 
and  a friend  spent  one  week  in  Yemen 


purportedly  in  an  unsuccessful  search  for 
a jihadi  training  camp  from  which  they 
would  continue  on  to  Iraq  to  wage  war 
against  the  American  occupiers.  The 
other  leg — the  core  of  the  prosecution — 
was  translating  Islamist  documents  he 
found  online,  centrally  a 2003  text  by  a 
Saudi  religious  scholar  titled  “39  Ways  to 
Serve  and  Participate  in  Jihad.”  George- 
town University  law  professor  David  Cole 
wrote  in  the  New  York  Review  of  Books' 
NYRblog  (19  April): 

"Google  '39  Ways  to  Serve  and  Partici- 
pate in  Jihad'  and  you’ll  get  over  590,000 
hits.  You’ll  find  full-text  English  language 
translations  of  this  Arabic  document  on 
the  Internet  Archive,  an  Internet  library; 
on  4Shared  Desktop,  a file-sharing  site; 
and  on  numerous  Islamic  sites.  You  will 
find  it  cited  and  discussed  in  a US  Sen- 
ate Committee  staff  report  and  Congres- 
sional testimony.  Feel  free  to  read  it.  Just 
don’t  try  to  make  your  own  translation 
from  the  original." 

The  proscription  of  what  constitutes 
“material  support"  to  terrorism,  first  prom- 
ulgated in  the  Clinton  administration’s 
1996  “anti-terror”  law  and  then  extended 
in  the  Bush  administration’s  USA-Patriot 
Act,  is  so  broad  and  vague  as  to  allow  the 
Feds  to  make  it  whatever  they  want  it  to 
be.  In  the  2010  Holder  v.  Humanitarian 
Law  Project  case,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court 
held  that  the  benign  acts  of  advising  the 
Liberation  Tigers  of  Tamil  Eelam  (LTTE) 
and  Kurdistan  Workers  Party  on  their 
appeals  to  the  UN,  engaging  in  political 
advocacy  on  behalf  of  Tamils  and  Kurds 
and  training  LTTE  members  in  lobbying 
for  tsunami  relief  would  constitute  mate- 
rial support  to  terrorism.  (See  “Supreme 
Court  Decision  Shreds  First  Amendment 
Rights,”  WV  No.  961,  2 July  2010.) 

In  denying  that  such  prohibitions  would 
violate  the  First  Amendment  rights  of  the 
Humanitarian  Law  Project  (HLP),  the 
Court  ludicrously  “explained”  that  it  was 
not  prohibiting  “independent  advocacy,” 
i.e.,  HLP  could  say  whatever  it  wanted 
on  behalf  of  a group  designated  terror- 
ist— just  not  in  consultation  with  any  of 
its  members!  Although  Mehanna’s  pros- 
ecution relied  on  the  Holder  precedent, 
he  engaged  in  exactly  the  “independent 
advocacy”  supposedly  approved  by  that 
ruling.  There  were  no  consultations  or 
communications  with  A1  Qaeda  or  any- 
one else  the  government  has  deemed  ter- 
rorists. If  upheld  on  appeal,  Mehanna’s 
conviction  will  cement  a major  precedent 
in  the  rollback  of  First  Amendment  rights, 
criminalizing  just  about  any  speech 
deemed  offensive  to  this  ruling  class,  the 
most  rapacious  in  world  history. 

In  his  statement  to  the  court  before 
sentencing,  Mehanna  pointed  out  how 
earlier  the  government  had  unsuccess- 
fully sought  to  entrap  him  into  an  FBI- 
initiated  terrorist  plot  (a  common  ploy  in 
the  “war  on  terror”  witchhunt  of  Mus- 
lims). then  recruit  him  as  an  informant, 
only  to  reward  his  rejections  with  a terror- 
ism prosecution.  Mehanna  described  how 
his  education  as  an  American  schoolchild 
led  him  to  identify  with  the  cause  of  the 
oppressed  against  their  oppressors,  citing 
anti-slavery  fighters  Harriet  Tlibman,  Nat 
Tbrner  and  John  Brown  as  well  as  “Rosa 
Parks,  Malcolm  X,  Martin  Luther  King 
and  the  civil  rights  struggle.” 

Ultimately,  Mehanna  embraced  a reac- 
tionary Islamic  worldview.  However,  as  he 
explained,  he  did  not  advocate  the  indis- 
criminate killing  of  Americans  as  retri- 
bution for  the  crimes  of  the  imperialist 
rulers  but  rather  the  defense  of  those  Mus- 
lims across  the  globe  being  crushed  under 
the  boots  of  the  American  marauders. 
Mehanna  passionately  recounted  the  dev- 
astation of  the  1991  Gulf  War,  the  UN  star- 
vation sanctions  against  Iraq,  the  “shock 
and  awe”  invasion  of  2003  and  brutal  occu- 
pation that  followed  as  well  as  the  drone 
attacks  in  Pakistan,  Somalia  and  Yemen 
today  that  routinely  kill  civilians.  As  he 


Winning  the  Vast  Majority 
Through  Proletarian  State  Power 

Polemicizing  against  the  Social  Demo- 
crats of  the  Second  International,  who 
preached  that  socialism  could  be  introduced 
through  winning  a majority  in  bourgeois 
parliaments,  Bolshevik  leader  V.I.  Lenin 
stressed  that  the  proletariat  would  win  the 
support  of  the  vast  majority  of  working  peo- 
ple through  smashing  the  bourgeois  state 
and  replacing  it  with  a workers  state  that 
expropriates  capitalist  property.  This  teach-  LENIN 

ing  is  of  special  relevance  today  in  the  U.S., 

Europe  and  throughout  the  capitalist  world,  where  masses  of  the  population  are  being 
ground  down  by  the  ongoing  economic  crisis. 

How  can  state  power  in  the  hands  of  the  proletariat  become  the  instrument  of  its  class 
struggle  for  influence  over  the  non-proletarian  working  people,  of  the  struggle  to  draw 
them  to  its  side,  to  win  them  over,  to  wrest  them  from  the  bourgeoisie? 

First,  the  proletariat  achieves  this  not  by  putting  into  operation  the  old  apparatus  of  state 
power,  but  by  smashing  it  to  pieces,  levelling  it  with  the  ground  (in  spite  of  the  howls  of 
frightened  philistines  and  the  threats  of  saboteurs),  and  building  a new  state  apparatus.... 

Secondly,  the  proletariat  can,  and  must,  at  once,  or  at  all  events  very  quickly,  win  from 
the  bourgeoisie  and  from  petty-bourgeois  democrats  "their"  masses , i.e.,  the  masses 
which  follow  them — win  them  by  satisfying  their  most  urgent  economic  needs  in  a 
revolutionary  way  by  expropriating  the  landowners  and  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  bourgeoisie  cannot  do  that,  no  matter  how  “mighty”  its  state  power  may  be. 

The  proletariat  can  do  that  on  the  very  next  day  after  it  has  won  state  power,  because 
for  this  it  has  both  an  apparatus  (the  Soviets)  and  economic  means  (the  expropriation  of 
the  landowners  and  the  bourgeoisie).... 

The  traitors,  blockheads  and  pedants  of  the  Second  International  could  never  under- 
stand such  dialectics;  the  proletariat  cannot  achieve  victory  if  it  does  not  win  the  majority 
of  the  population  to  its  side.  But  to  limit  that  winning  to  polling  a majority  of  votes  in 
an  election  under  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie,  or  to  make  it  the  condition  for  it,  is  crass 
stupidity,  or  else  sheer  deception  of  the  workers.  In  order  to  win  the  majority  of  the 
population  to  its  side  the  proletariat  must,  in  the  first  place,  overthrow  the  bourgeoisie 
and  seize  state  power;  secondly,  it  must  introduce  Soviet  power  and  completely  smash  the 
old  state  apparatus,  whereby  it  immediately  undermines  the  rule,  prestige  and  influence 
of  the  bourgeoisie  and  petty-bourgeois  compromisers  over  the  non-proletarian  working 
people.  Thirdly,  it  must  entirely  destroy  the  influence  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  petty- 
bourgeois  compromisers  over  the  majority  of  the  non-proletarian  masses  by  satisfying 
their  economic  needs  in  a revolutionary  way  at  the  expense  of  the  exploiters. 

— V.I.  Lenin,  “The  Constituent  Assembly  Elections  and  the  Dictatorship  of  the 
Proletariat,”  December  1919,  Collected  Works , Vol.  30 
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TROTSKY 


emphasized,  "This  trial  was  not  about 
my  position  on  Muslims  killing  Ameri- 
can civilians.  It  was  about  my  position 
on  Americans  killing  Muslim  civilians.... 
The  government  says  that  I was  obsessed 
with  violence,  with  ‘killing  Americans.’ 
But,  as  a Muslim  living  in  these  times,  I 
can  think  of  a lie  no  more  ironic.” 

The  post- September  11  “war  against 
terrorism”  may  have  been  hatched  by 
the  Bush  administration,  but  it  has  been 
Obama  and  his  top  cop  Eric  Holder  who 
have  fed  it,  cleaned  its  feathers  and  let  it 
soar.  More  so  than  his  predecessor,  Obama 
has  targeted  leftists.  Obama’s  Justice  De- 
partment quadrupled  the  sentence  for 
72-year-old  leftist  attorney  Lynne  Stew- 
art, who  was  imprisoned  for  zealously 
defending  her  client,  a blind  Islamic  cleric 
convicted  for  an  alleged  plot  to  blow  up 
NYC  landmarks  in  the  early  1990s.  The 
Obama  government  has  also  gone  after  the 
Freedom  Road  Socialist  Organization  on 
the  basis  of  purported  links  to  the  secular- 
nationalist  Popular  Front  for  the  Liberation 
of  Palestine  and  Colombia’s  FARC  guer- 
rillas. Last  year,  Obama  signed  into  law 
the  National  Defense  Authorization  Act, 
sanctioning  the  indefinite  military  deten- 
tion of  any  persons,  including  U.S.  citizens, 
accused  of  supporting  “terrorism." 

The  “anti-terror”  laws  and  well-publicized 
prosecutions  like  that  of  Mehanna  serve  a 
dual  purpose:  purveying  the  myth  of 
“national  unity”  and  enhancing  the  repres- 
sive machinery  of  the  capitalist  state.  As 
the  bourgeois  rulers  ratchet  up  the  grind- 
ing exploitation  of  the  proletariat  and  over- 
see the  brutal  oppression  of  ghettoized 
black  and  Latino  masses,  they  portray 
these  measures  as  necessary  to  protect  the 
entire  population.  But  there  is  no  unity  of 
interests  between  the  exploited  and  their 
exploiters.  When  the  contradictions  of 
American  capitalism  ultimately  propel  the 
working  class  into  struggle,  dissolving  the 
“national  unity”  glue,  workers  will  be  con- 
fronted with  naked  state  repression  bol- 
stered by  the  “war  on  terror.”  It  is  incum- 
bent on  working  people  to  fight  to  defend 
democratic  rights,  the  besieged  Muslim 
population  and  all  those  caught  up  in  the 
"anti-terror”  witchhunt.  We  seek  to  build 
a revolutionary  workers  party,  a tribune  of 
all  the  people,  dedicated  to  leading  the 
working  class  in  sweeping  away  capitalist 
class  rule  and  replacing  it  with  a workers 
government.  ■ 
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Vote  No  on  EU  Austerity  Referendum! 


Irish  Rulers  Push  Attacks 
on  Working  People 


Left:  Dublin  demonstration  against  new  property  tax,  part  of  EU-dictated  austerity,  March 
31.  Right:  Unemployed  compete  for  scarce  jobs  at  Dublin  “Career  Zoo”  in  February. 


Across  Europe,  working  people  are 
suffering  under  the  weight  of  economic 
contraction,  unemployment  and  recession 
as  the  bankers  and  bourgeois  politicians 
impose  ever  deeper  austerity  measures. 
In  Germany,  the  dominant  imperialist 
power  in  the  European  Union  (EU),  the 
government  has  to  date  refused  to  con- 
sider any  renegotiation  of  the  crippling 
2010-11  bailout  packages  for  Greece, 
Ireland  and  Portugal.  These  bailouts 
were  designed  to  bolster  Europe’s  main 
creditors:  the  banks  of  Germany,  France 
and  Britain.  Capitalist  parties  that  have 
administered  this  austerity  have  been 
punished  at  the  ballot  box,  most  recently 
in  France  and  Greece. 

Carrying  out  the  dictates  of  interna- 
tional finance  capital,  the  dominant  EU 
powers  are  now  strong-arming  the  weaker, 
more  dependent  countries  into  accepting  a 
new  “Fiscal  Treaty”  that  would  enshrine 
the  conditions  of  the  bailouts  and  perma- 
nent economic  austerity  in  their  constitu- 
tions. Ireland  is  the  only  country  among 
the  25  government  signatories  that  is  not 
simply  ratifying  the  treaty  through  its  par- 
liament but  is  required  by  its  constitution 
to  put  it  to  a vote  in  a popular  referendum, 
scheduled  for  May  31. 

The  EU  centrally  is  a vehicle  by  which 
the  combined  capitalist  powers  further 
the  exploitation  of  the  European  working 
classes,  even  as  the  dominant  countries, 
led  by  Germany,  subordinate  the  weaker 
ones  to  their  diktats.  The  euro  has  served 
this  purpose,  helping  the  German  bour- 
geoisie make  huge  profits.  As  we  wrote 
in  "Banks  Starve  Greek  Working  People” 
(WV  No.  1002,  11  May):  “Opposition  to 
the  EU  is  a necessary  starting  point  for 
the  working  classes  of  all  European  coun- 
tries, but  it  is  not  a solution  in  itself.” 
Although  the  productive  forces  have 
long  since  outgrown  the  limits  of  national 
boundaries,  capitalism  is  based  on  indi- 
vidual nation-states  that  inevitably  come 
into  conflict  with  each  other  in  the  drive 
for  profits  and  new  areas  of  exploitation. 
The  capitalist  nation-state  is  thus  a fetter 
on  the  further  development  of  the  pro- 
ductive forces.  For  the  working  class  and 
oppressed,  the  only  way  out  is  through 
socialist  revolutions  that  expropriate  the 
bourgeoisie  and  establish  an  internation- 
ally planned  economy  under  workers  rule. 


We  print  below  a May  9 report,  edited 
for  publication,  by  a comrade  in  Ireland. 

* * * 

Our  last  article  on  the  country,  “Ireland 
Ravaged  by  European  Economic  Crisis” 
( WV  No.  970,  3 December  2010),  was 
written  when  the  Irish  government  had 
just  negotiated  an  85  billion  euro  [$113  bil- 
lion] bailout  from  the  EU,  to  be  paid  back 
at  exorbitant  interest  rates.  We  described 
the  National  Recovery  Plan,  the  austerity 
program  that  was  drawn  up  at  the  time, 
as  the  “harshest  attack  on  the  living  stan- 
dards of  the  working  people  in  the  Irish 
state’s  history.”  The  attacks  focused  on 
public  sector  workers,  people  on  welfare, 
those  working  minimum-wage  jobs  and 
students.  These  assaults  are  reminiscent 
of  the  last  financial  disaster  in  Ireland 
in  the  late  1970s  and  ’80s,  but  then  the 
government  had  the  option  of  devaluing 
the  currency,  which  it  did  repeatedly.  The 
euro  takes  that  option  off  the  table. 

Of  primary  importance  to  the  EU  was 
saving  the  banks.  It  became  very  clear 
that  the  property  price  bubble  in  Ireland 
had  been  created  by  the  massive  extension 
of  credit  not  just  by  Irish  banks  but  also 
German,  French  and  British  banks.  The 
bubble  burst  in  a spectacular  way,  with 
property  prices  now  down  around  50  to 
60  per  cent.  Panic  ensued  among  Euro- 
pean bankers,  who  knew  that  this  wasn’t 
just  a “bad  day  at  the  races”  but  that  the 
amounts  involved  would  cause  banks  to 
collapse  and  “contagion”  to  spread,  espe- 
cially to  the  stronger  economies  at  the 
heart  of  the  EU. 

In  February  2011,  shortly  after  the  Na- 
tional Recovery  Plan  was  implemented, 
the  country  went  to  the  polls  in  a general 
election.  Fianna  Fdil,  the  bourgeois  party 
that  has  run  the  country  for  most  of  the 
time  since  the  1930s  and  that  is  histori- 
cally linked  to  small  farmers  and  much  of 
the  working  class,  was  badly  beaten  in  the 
elections.  The  turnout  was  very  high,  with 
people  venting  their  anger  at  the  party 
blamed  for  the  financial  disaster.  Many  of 
the  small  farmers  turned  to  the  Republi- 
cans of  Sinn  F£in,  who  are  seen  as  a more 
radical  version  of  Fianna  F£il.  Sinn  Fdin 
did  well,  but  not  as  well  as  they  had  hoped. 
Working-class  areas  voted  in  exception- 
ally high  numbers  of  Labour  Party  TDs 


[members  of  parliament].  Five  seats  were 
won  by  the  United  Left  Alliance  (ULA), 
an  electoral  lash-up  of  reformist  groups. 
Among  them  are  the  Socialist  Party  (SP), 
affiliated  with  the  Committee  for  a Work- 
ers' International;  People  Before  Profit, 
which  is  run  by  the  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP),  followers  of  the  late  Tony 
Cliff;  and  the  Tipperary-based  Workers 
and  Unemployed  Action  Group. 

The  current  government,  which  formed 
after  those  elections,  is  a coalition  of  the 
right-wing  bourgeois  Fine  Gael  party, 
which  is  traditionally  supported  by  busi- 
ness and  big  farmers,  and  the  Labour 
Party.  Commenting  on  the  usefulness  of 
the  Labour  Party  to  the  bourgeoisie,  WV 
observed:  “Promising  ‘to  give  the  people 
the  leadership  required  to  turn  this  coun- 
try around,  rebuild  the  economy  and 
restore  national  morale,’  Labour  is  best 
placed  of  all  the  parties  to  try  to  con- 
vince the  working  class  to  knuckle  down 
and  accept  austerity.”  And  that  has  been 
exactly  its  function,  with  the  connivance 
of  the  union  leadership. 

The  current  government  has  made  the 
previous  one  look  tame.  Unemployment  is 
officially  14  per  cent,  up  from  about  4 per 
cent  in  2008.  Even  then,  only  those  receiv- 
ing the  paltry  12-month  unemployment 
benefit  are  counted.  Furthermore,  nearly 
1 per  cent  of  the  population  emigrated 
last  year  alone.  The  “troika,”  made  up  of 
the  European  Commission,  the  European 
Central  Bank  (ECB)  and  the  International 
Monetary  Fund  (IMF),  laid  out  the  course 
to  be  taken.  Acting  in  the  interests  of  the 
Irish  bourgeoisie  as  well  as  the  European 
imperialists,  the  Fine  Gael/Labour  gov- 
ernment got  busy  slashing  unemployment 
benefits,  welfare  payments,  single-mother 
allowances  and  child  benefits  and  depriv- 
ing thousands  of  free  medical  care. 

The  “troika”  has  also  demanded  the 
imposition  of  additional  taxes,  including 
a new  property  tax  that  was  initially  set 
at  100  euros  per  household  regardless  of 
wealth,  to  fund  services  and  utilities  in 
Ireland.  It  also  insists  that  water,  which 
had  been  a public  service,  be  paid  by  each 
household  separately.  Fine  Gael  has  been 
relishing  the  introduction  of  these  taxes 
and  charges  that  involve  meaningless 
amounts  to  their  wealthier  base  but  are 
punitive  to  the  working  class  and  the  poor. 


A powerful  expression  of  the  anger 
in  the  country  was  the  opposition  to  the 
introduction  of  the  100  euro  property  tax. 
In  order  for  the  government  to  collect  the 
charge,  it  first  needed  to  register  all  the 
households.  Out  of  an  estimated  1.8  mil- 
lion households,  one  million  had  refused 
to  register  by  the  deadline,  despite  talk  of 
extreme  fines.  Meanwhile,  the  property  tax 
is  due  to  be  raised  enormously  next  year. 

Fine  Gael  never  misses  an  opportunity 
to  embarrass  Labour  politicians,  making 
them  look  like  the  lapdogs  they  are.  Phil 
Hogan,  the  Fine  Gael  minister  responsible 
for  introducing  these  taxes,  announced 
the  installation  of  water  meters  in  every 
house  in  Ireland  during  the  Labour  Par- 
ty’s annual  conference.  Recent  polls  show 
that  this  strategy  is  working  quite  well  for 
Fine  Gael.  It  has  only  lost  a few  percent- 
age points,  while  working-class  disgust  at 
Labour  has  translated  into  increased  sup- 
port to  Sinn  Fdin,  which  is  now  polling  at 
over  21  per  cent,  making  it  potentially  the 
second  largest  party  in  the  country. 

The  Austerity  Treaty 

Among  the  measures  that  the  EU  has 
cooked  up  to  try  and  protect  its  euro  is 
the  Treaty  on  Stability,  Coordination  and 
continued  on  page  11 
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Letter 


Lessons  of  Longview:  An  Exchange 


The  following  letter  was  sent  to  the 
Spartaeist  League  on  March  28. 

Thank  you  for  your  article.  "Protest 
State  Vendetta  Against  Longview  ILWU 
& Its  Allies." 

My  husband,  Jeff  Washburn.  President 
of  the  Cowlitz  Wahkiakum  Labor  Coun- 
cil and  President  of  the  Longview/Kelso 
Bldg  & Construction  Trades,  was  the 
very  first  person  arrested  near  the  Tracks 
on  Sept.  7th,  2011,  the  day  of  the  train 
delay.  Today  we  will  go  to  another  pre- 
trial hearing,  if  the  prosecutor  does  not 
ask  for  another  postponement  today,  we 
will  go  to  trial  on  Friday. 

He  is  one  of  the  very  few  folks  that 
have  not  been  coerced  into  pleading 
guilty.  He  is  not  a longshoreman  and  had 
very  good  reason  to  be  there.  His  attor- 
ney is  Chad  Sleight  from  Vancouver,  WA. 
Although  admittedly  it  would  have  been 
easier  on  our  family  to  plead  and  get  it 
over  with  months  ago,  this  had  been  very 
time  consuming  and  stressful  for  all  of 
us.  However,  someone  has  to  stand  up  for 
what  is  right,  it  might  as  well  be  us. 

Jeff  was  instrumental  in  getting  our 
State  Representatives  together  and  task- 
ing them  to  push  the  Governor  to  meet 
with  the  parties.  He  started  coordinating 
these  meetings  way  ahead,  it  took  them 
that  long  to  find  common  meeting  times. 

I firmly  believe  that  had  it  not  been  for 
Jeff,  the  parties  would  never  have  met 
with  the  Governor.  The  strategy  was  not 
headed  in  that  direction  when  he  called 
for  the  Executive  meetings  with  our  state 
Reps.  Yet  here  he  is  defending  himself 
when  he  is  actually  the  "hero”. 

You  will  find  it  interesting  that  the 
Cowlitz  County  Prosecutor  has  issued  a 
pre-trial  notice  that  she  has  determined 
“this  is  not  a constitutional  right  issue." 

1 don’t  have  the  exact  language  in  front 
of  me,  but  it  is  something  our  lawyer  has 
not  seen  before. 

Regardless  of  the  final  outcome,  this 
will  be  a possible  landmark  case  at  the 
local  level.  This  case  could  determine 
how  future  demonstration  activities  are 
handled  here  in  Cowlitz  and  prosecuted 
with  our  tax  dollars. 

Furthermore,  we  thought  it  worthwhile 
to  note,  that  as  of  today,  it  appears  that 
the  construction  at  the  Kalama  Grain 
Terminal  will  proceed  exactly  as  EGT. 
using  out-of-town-workforce  to  build,  the 
same  contractor  has  already  walked  the 
job,  TE  Ibberson  and  affiliates. 

It  wasn’t  until  EGT  was  already  built 
that  the  longshoremen  actually  got  on 
board,  long  after  the  local  construc- 
tion industry  had  missed  out  on  all  the 
construction. 

I have  photos  of  all  the  license  plates 
from  out  of  the  area  that  worked  on  the 
EGT  job.  Now  it  is  starting  to  happen 
again,  just  in  Kalama,  WA  and  we  have 
no  reason  to  believe  that  the  construc- 
tion of  the  facility  will  be  any  different 
than  EGT.  The  longshoremen  might  get 
the  final  work,  but  as  far  as  the  rest  of 
us,  most  likely  we  will  again  be  left  out 


in  the  cold.  Meanwhile,  the  real  story  of 
resource  exportation/exploitation  in  order 
to  meet  the  rising  asian  food  demand  is 
the  real  story,  and  how  these  multination- 
als aim  to  do  it  the  cheapest  way  possible 
is  the  other  story. 

For  background  reading: 
http://tdn.com/news/local/million- 
expansion-on-the-horizon-for-port-of- 
kalama-grain/article_b64fb80c- 
634e-llel-a2fd-0019bb2963f4.html 


http://savelocaljobs.org/egts-new-source- 

of-wheat 

http://savelocaljobs.org/gambIing-at-the- 

taxpayers-expense 

http://savelocaljobs.org/santorum-hit-list- 
includes-dust-bowl-prevention 
Feel  free  to  contact  me  directly. 

Just  the  savelocaljobs  blogger... 

T.  Washburn 

WV  replies: 

We  thank  Washburn  for  her  letter.  It 
raises  several  central  and  ongoing  issues 
coming  out  of  the  class  battle  that  pitted 
the  International  Longshore  and  Ware- 


house Union  (ILWU)  and  its  supporters 
against  the  union-busting  offensive  by 
the  giant  EGT  grain  consortium  and  its 
allies — from  the  local  and  federal  cops 
and  courts  to  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Board  (NLRB)  and,  in  the  end,  an 
armed  Coast  Guard  flotilla. 

On  March  30,  Washburn’s  husband 
Jeff  was  convicted  of  obstructing/delay- 
ing a train  last  September  7,  slapped  with 
a $243  fine  and  sentenced  to  20  hours 


of  community  service.  The  day  that  Jeff 
Washburn — then  president  of  the  Cowlitz- 
Wahkiakum  Counties  Central  Labor 
Council — was  arrested,  a picket  of  some 
300  ILWUers  and  other  unionists,  among 
them  ILWU  International  president  Rob- 
ert McEllrath,  was  brutally  attacked  by 
cops  wielding  clubs,  tear  gas  and  guns 
loaded  with  rubber  bullets.  In  the  early 
morning  hours  of  September  8,  long- 
shoremen from  throughout  the  Pacific 
Northwest  poured  into  Longview. 

EGT.  its  security  thugs  and  the  local 
cops  were  given  a taste  of  the  power  that 
lies  in  the  workers’  collectivity,  solidar- 
ity and,  above  all,  their  capacity  to  stop 
production  and  the  flow  of  goods,  which 
chokes  off  profits.  This  is  what  makes 
ILWU  members  and  their  union  allies 
criminals  in  the  eyes  of  the  courts,  cops 
and  prosecuting  attorney.  Their  anti-union 
vendetta  serves  to  illuminate  the  purpose 
of  the  state  in  capitalist  society.  Far  from 
some  “neutral’’  body  representing  the 
interests  of  all  classes,  it  is  the  instrument 
for  the  suppression  of  the  working  class  in 
defense  of  the  interests  of  its  exploiters. 

In  the  context  of  the  increasingly  glar- 
ing social  inequality  of  this  society,  con- 
stitutional rights  like  freedom  of  speech 
and  assembly  are,  indeed,  being  relent- 
lessly undermined  in  order  to  strengthen 
the  repressive  powers  of  the  state,  cen- 
trally to  put  down  working-class  and 
other  social  unrest.  However,  the  rights 
of  the  workers  to  organize,  to  strike,  to 


picket  and  shut  down  production  are  not 
and  have  never  been  rights  codified  in  the 
Constitution.  This  is  for  the  simple  reason 
that  they  are  an  attack  on  the  only  actual 
guaranteed  rights  in  this  society — the 
property  rights  of  the  capitalist  owners, 
which  are  the  foundation  for  the  profits 
they  extract  through  the  exploitation  of 
labor.  Everything  that  the  workers  have 
won  has  been  through  hard-fought  class 
battles  against  the  employers,  their  state 
and  all  of  its  political  parties  and  other 
agencies.  And  these  gains  can  only  be 
defended  through  such  struggle. 

It  is  a bitter,  if  hardly  unusual,  irony 
that  Susan  Baur.  the  Cowlitz  County  pros- 
ecuting attorney  who  is  criminalizing 
those  who  fought  to  defend  the  ILWU, 
was  supported  in  her  bid  for  office  by  the 
local  ILWU  and  other  area  unions  as  the 
Democratic  Party  "lesser  evil"  candidate. 
While  the  Republicans  revel  in  bashing 
the  unions,  black  people,  immigrants  and 
the  poor,  the  Democrats  lie  and  do  the 
same  thing  under  the  cover  of  being  the 
friends  of  labor.  It  is  an  old  shell  game,  one 
that  has  served  to  subordinate  the  work- 
ing class  to  a party  which  no  less  than  the 
Republicans  represents  the  interests  of  its 
class  enemy.  This  was  more  than  amply 
demonstrated  in  the  battle  against  EGT. 
whose  union-busting  efforts  were  backed 
by  Barack  Obama’s  NLRB  and  later  the 
mobilization  of  the  military  forces  of  the 
Coast  Guard  to  escort  the  first  ship  to  be 
loaded  from  the  EGT  terminal. 

While  the  state’s  Democratic  governor 
Christine  Gregoire  intervened  to  broker  a 
deal  between  the  ILWU  and  EGT,  there 
should  be  no  illusion  that  the  motivation 
was  the  interests  of  labor.  On  the  contrary. 
In  the  lead-up  to  the  presidential  election, 
the  Democrats  could  ill  afford  a conflict 
unleashing  the  military  might  of  the  Coast 
Guard  against  the  ILWU,  other  unions 
and  Occupy  forces  who  were  mobiliz- 
ing in  protest.  Such  a confrontation  could 
have  endangered  the  Democrats’  support 
from  organized  labor,  whose  top  officials 
provide  both  significant  manpower  and 
money  to  get  out  the  vote. 

In  the  end,  the  ILWU  was  able  to  hold 
the  line  against  EGT’s  union-busting 
offensive,  preserving  jobs  the  union  has 
held  for  80  years  and  maintaining  its  coast- 
wide organization.  But  the  contract  is  con- 
cessionary, making  further  inroads  against 
hard-won  union  gains.  These  include  seri- 
ously undermining  the  union  hiring  hall 
by  giving  EGT  veto  power  over  who  will 
be  allowed  to  work  its  ships,  excluding 
ILWU  clerks  from  work  at  the  terminal 
and  vastly  expanding  management  pre- 
rogatives, including  allowing  the  bosses  to 
do  longshore  work.  These  concessions  will 
not  be  lost  on  the  other  big  grain  compa- 
nies when  their  contract  with  the  ILWU  is 
renegotiated  this  fall.  And  it  is  not  just  the 
ILWU  they  have  been  gunning  for. 

Washburn’s  letter  is  right  that  the  bat- 
tle in  Longview  should  have  begun  with 
labor  action  to  defend  union  jobs  when 
the  EGT  terminal  was  being  constructed. 
But  such  a tight  was  never  engaged 
at  that  time  either  by  the  construction 
trades  unions  or  the  ILWU.  Instead,  the 
call  went  out  to  "Employ  Local  Work- 
ers for  Local  Jobs,"  a slogan  on  placards 
at  ILWU  protests.  In  fact.  EGT  did  just 
that,  bringing  in  local  area  workers  from 
the  Operating  Engineers  Local  701  as 
scabs  against  the  ILWU.  Indeed.  EGT’s 
union-busting  offensive  provided  plenty 
of  "community  jobs,"  not  for  the  work- 
ers but  for  the  union-busting  agents  of 
the  capitalist  state,  from  the  county  sher- 
iff to  the  cops  and  prosecuting  attorney’s 
office!  That  they  are  funded  by  tax  dol- 
lars merely  demonstrates  that  this  money 
is  not  "ours  but  rather  provides  a general 
fund  for  the  state  to  do  its  business.  And 
that  business  is  to  defend  the  property  and 
profits  of  the  capitalist  owners. 

Now,  as  Washburn  points  out,  other 
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grain  companies  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
that  are  refitting  and  expanding  their 
operations  are  following  in  EGT’s  foot- 
steps in  keeping  out  unionized  construc- 
tion workers.  What  is  urgently  posed  is 
mobilizing  labor  to  fight  for  union  jobs , 
including  organizing  the  unorganized 
regardless  of  where  they  are  from  and 
bringing  them  into  the  unions  with  full 
union  pay.  benefits  and  working  con- 
ditions. But  the  fight  for  union  jobs  is 
once  again  being  derailed  in  the  name  of 
defending  “local  jobs." 

At  the  Port  of  Vancouver.  Washington, 
immigrant  workers  brought  in  to  pour 
cement  for  a new  United  Grain  silo  are 
subject  to  slave-labor  conditions.  Out- 
side the  terminal,  protesters  have  carried 
signs  reading,  "Our  Ports,  Our  Jobs”  and 
“Tax  Breaks  to  Import  Low  Wage  Work- 
ers.” This  plays  right  into  the  hand  of  the 
bosses,  who  use  racial  and  ethnic  hos- 
tilities to  keep  the  workers  divided  and 
weak.  Instead,  labor  must  link  the  defense 
of  union  jobs  to  the  fight  for  full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  all  immigrants.  Such  a 
struggle  can  lay  the  foundation  for  work- 
ers to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder  against 
the  employers,  not  only  to  preserve  the 
existing  unions  but  also  to  replenish  the 
diminishing  ranks  of  organized  labor 
with  new  fighters. 

The  fact  that  the  ports  are  not  privately 
owned  does  not  mean  that  they  belong  to 
the  “public.”  They  are  run  by  local  gov- 
ernment agencies  whose  purpose  is  to 
serve  the  interests  of  the  grain,  shipping 
and  other  companies  that  lease  the  land 
for  their  operations.  Contrary  to  the  myth 


of  a united  “community”  fighting  against 
a giant  multinational  corporation,  the  bat- 
tle of  Longview  demonstrated  the  irrec- 
oncilable class  divide  between  labor  and 
capital.  The  town  was  torn  exactly  along 
this  fundamental  fault  line.  As  Ameri- 
can Trotskyist  leader  James  P.  Cannon 
explained  in  the  aftermath  of  the  hard- 
fought.  99-day  maritime  workers  strike  of 
1936-37,  which  consolidated  the  power  of 
the  West  Coast  longshore  union: 

"A  conflict  between  workers  and  em- 
ployers is  not  a mere  misunderstanding 
between  two  elements  who  have  a com- 
mon general  interest.  On  the  contrary  it 
springs  from  an  irreconcilable  conflict 
of  interest:  it  is  an  expression  of  a ruth- 
less class  struggle  wherein  power  alone 
decides  the  issue. 

"Viewed  in  this  light,  a dispute  between 
workers  and  employers  cannot  be  set- 
tled fairly  by  the  government,  the  gov- 
ernment is  an  instrument  of  one  of  the 
parties  to  the  dispute — in  this  case  the 
capitalists.  The  class  conflict  cannot  be 
handed  over  to  the  ‘public’  to  decide:  the 
public'  is  itself  divided  into  classes  with 
different  interests  and  different  sympa- 
thies regulated  primarily  by  these  inter- 
ests. The  polemics  of  Karl  Marx  against 
the  conservative  labor  leaders  of  his  day 
answered  all  these  questions.  All  the 
experience  of  the  labor  movement  since 
that  time,  including  the  recent  west  coast 
strike,  speaks  for  the  position  of  Marx 
and  against  all  conceptions  which  over- 
look the  class  struggle  " 

— "After  the  Maritime  Strike," 
(February  1937),  reprinted  in 
Notebook  of  an  Agitator  (1958) 

Writ  large,  the  call  to  preserve  local 
jobs  echoes  the  cry  for  “American  jobs 
for  American  workers.”  The  AFL-CIO 
bureaucrats  have  long  promoted  this 


demand  as  the  way  to  defend  union  jobs 
against  “cheap  labor."  The  result  has  been 
precisely  the  opposite.  One  need  only  look 
at  the  unions  that  have  been  destroyed, 
the  strikes  busted,  the  growing  mass  of 
unorganized  workers  and  army  of  unem- 
ployed desperate  for  any  kind  of  work 
at  any  wages.  In  the  name  of  defending 
"American  jobs,"  the  union  misleaders 
have  subordinated  the  workers'  interests 
to  the  profitability  of  American  capital- 
ism. profits  which  are  secured  through 
the  increasingly  brutal  exploitation  of 
labor  at  home  and  abroad.  This  class  col- 
laboration has  not  only  pitted  American 
workers  against  their  class  brothers  and 
sisters  internationally  but  has  also  vastly 
increased  the  supply  of  “cheap  labor” 
in  this  country.  Thus,  the  protests  at  the 
port  of  Vancouver  in  Washington  state 
are  targeting  not  only  immigrant  workers 
but  also  "out-of-state”  U.S.  workers  being 
brought  in  for  construction. 

Washburn’s  letter  points  to  the  expand- 
ing resource  export  developments  in  the 
region.  These  include  constructing  new 
coal  terminals  as  well  as  revamping  grain- 
shipping facilities  in  order  to  cash  in  on 
the  growing  market  for  trade  with  Asia. 
U.S.  agribusiness,  the  world’s  leading 
grain  exporter,  seeks  to  monopolize  and 
control  the  market  to  keep  prices  as  high 
as  possible.  Far  from  meeting  the  food 
demands  of  the  populations  of  these  coun- 
tries, the  U.S.  grain  giants  condemn  mil- 
lions of  working  people  and  poor  around 
the  globe  to  starvation.  Food  exports  are 
also  wielded  as  weapons  to  ensure  the 
subjugation  of  less-developed  countries 


to  U.S.  imperialism.  (See  “Imperialism 
Starves  World’s  Poor,"  WV  Nos.  919  and 
920,  29  August  and  12  September  2008). 

At  the  same  time,  in  the  midst  of  the 
greatest  economic  crisis  since  the  Great 
Depression,  the  growing  export  industry 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest  can  serve  as  a 
lever  for  the  workers  in  waging  a real 
fight  for  union  jobs.  As  the  early  battles 
in  Longview  showed,  the  power  is  there 
to  shut  down  construction,  production  and 
shipping  at  these  facilities,  but  only  if  the 
workers  rely  on  their  own  independent 
strength.  That  means  putting  aside  illu- 
sions in  the  "community"  and  Democratic 
Party  representatives  and  mobilizing  as  a 
class  in  struggle  against  the  class  enemy. 
Above  all.  labor  must  understand  that  its 
fight  is  international — the  workers  of  the 
world  are  allies  in  the  class  struggle. 

Again  we  thank  Washburn  for  her  let- 
ter. It  is  important  for  the  workers  and 
their  allies  who  fought  with  such  courage 
and  determination  against  EGT’s  union- 
busting  offensive  to  draw  the  lessons  of 
this  battle.  Out  of  such  hard-fought  class 
struggle,  a new  leadership  of  the  unions 
can  be  forged,  one  that  fights  not  merely 
to  defend  and  better  the  workers’  condi- 
tions but  to  abolish  the  tyranny  of  capi- 
talist wage  slavery.  For  this  struggle,  the 
workers  need  their  own  party,  one  that 
represents  their  class  interests  and  that 
fights  for  the  rights  of  all  the  oppressed. 
In  a socialist  America,  the  vast  resources 
of  this  country  will  be  used  to  provide 
for  the  needs  of  the  many,  not  the  profits 
of  the  few,  and  not  just  here  but  across 
the  globe.  ■ 


Solidarity  with  Longview  ILWU 
and  Its  Supporters 


Our  article  “Protest  State  Vendetta 
Against  Longview  ILWU  and  Its  Allies!” 
(WV  No.  998,  16  March)  urged  unions, 
both  nationally  and  internationally,  to  pro- 
test the  vindictive  prosecution  of  some  100 
members  of  the  International  Longshore 
and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU),  mainly 
from  Local  21  in  Longview,  and  their 
supporters.  As  the  article  noted,  this  anti- 
union vendetta  “is  a shot  at  all  of  labor, 
aimed  at  creating  a chilling  effect  on  trade 
unionists  who  were  inspired  by  the  power 
ILWU  members  brought  to  bear  during 
their  fight  against  EGT  union-busting  in 
Longview.”  Union  locals  from  Califor- 
nia, New  York  and  Wisconsin  sent  letters. 
International  solidarity  was  expressed  by 
unions  in  Canada,  France  and  Germany. 
The  Partisan  Defense  Committee — a 
class-struggle  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  affiliated  with  the  Spartacist 
League — and  its  fraternal  organizations 
internationally  issued  an  appeal  for  unions 
to  send  protest  letters  to  Cowlitz  County 
prosecuting  attorney  Susan  Baur. 

In  its  letter,  the  Northern  Region  of  the 
German  Locomotive  Engineers  recalled 
the  fines  and  restrictions  on  the  right  to 
strike  that  had  been  imposed  upon  them 
in  the  heat  of  a contract  battle  in  2006-07. 
The  Oakland  Education  Association,  one 
of  several  unions  from  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area  that  sent  protest  letters,  wrote: 
“The  motto  of  the  ILWU  is  ‘An  Injury  to 


One  is  an  Injury  to  All.’  We  concur  with 
this  viewpoint  and  are  sending  a donation 
to  Local  21  to  be  used  in  the  legal  defense 
of  their  members  and  supporters.”  In  its 
letter,  the  New  York  chapter  of  the  Coali- 
tion of  Black  Trade  Unionists  demanded 
“an  end  to  this  persecution"  and  that  all 
charges  be  dropped. 

WV  is  publishing  in  this  issue  a letter 
from  the  wife  of  one  of  the  persecuted 
unionists,  who  was  president  of  the  Cowlitz 
County  Central  Labor  Council  (see  page 
4).  While  that  unionist,  Jeff  Washburn,  was 
convicted,  at  least  six  others  facing  similar 
charges  were  acquitted  injury  trials.  Prose- 
cutor Baur  subsequently  dropped  a number 
of  misdemeanor  cases.  But  she  threatened 
to  file  trumped-up  felony  charges  against 
others — including  Local  21  president  Dan 
Coffman — in  order  to  pressure  them  to 
plead  guilty  to  misdemeanors  that  juries 
might  have  acquitted  them  of.  The  ILWU 
has  rightly  characterized  this  now-standard 
prosecutorial  ploy  as  a “form  of  extortion.” 
Those  opting  to  cop  a plea  have  been  sen- 
tenced to  hundreds  of  dollars  of  fines  and 
many  hours  of  community  service.  Felony 
trials  against  at  least  two  ILWUers  are  still 
pending,  and  Baur  continues  to  threaten  to 
file  additional  felony  charges. 

Two  unionists,  including  ILWU  Local 
21  secretary-treasurer  Byron  Jacobs,  have 
been  sentenced  to  jail  time.  Jacobs  was  one 
of  two  courageous  ILWUers  who  came  to 


the  aid  of  Ladies  Auxiliary  members  under 
attack  by  police  during  a protest  against  an 
EGT-bound  train  on  September  21 . The  two 
union  members  were  tackled  and  forced 
to  the  ground,  where  the  cops  shot  pepper 
spray  directly  into  their  eyes.  This  brutal 
attack  was  caught  on  video  and  later  posted 
on  YouTlibe.  Yet  Jacobs  was  charged  with 
three  felony  counts!  Baur  only  agreed  to 
drop  these  frame-up  charges  if  Jacobs  pled 
guilty  to  three  misdemeanors.  He  was  sen- 
tenced to  20  days  of  jail  work  release.  $500 
in  fines,  one  year’s  probation  and  an  “anger 
management"  assessment.  Local  21  mem- 
ber Ronald  P.  Stavas  was  sentenced  to  22 
days  in  jail  after  pleading  guilty  to  felony 
attempted  burglary  and  four  misdemeanor 
charges.  Dozens  of  ILWUers  rallied  at 
the  Cowlitz  County  jail  in  solidarity  with 
Stavas  when  he  began  serving  his  sentence 
on  April  11. 

The  union-hating  climate  fueled  by  Baur 
and  Cowlitz  County  sheriff  Mark  Nelson 
has  encouraged  additional  attacks  on  Local 
21.  On  April  9.  the  union  hall  was  broken 
into,  robbed  and  vandalized.  Thousands  of 
dollars  of  damage  was  done,  and  the  words 
"scabs"  and  "ILWU  fags"  were  scrawled 
on  the  wall  with  red  spray  paint.  A sig- 
nificant amount  of  cash  was  stolen  from 
the  local’s  safe,  as  well  as  blank  checks, 
credit  cards  and  other  financial  records. 
The  union  is  offering  a $2,000  reward  for 
information  leading  to  the  arrest  and  con- 


viction of  those  responsible.  Local  21  also 
had  to  replace  a union  billboard  publiciz- 
ing the  ILWU’s  long  history  in  the  area 
after  it  was  defaced  by  graffiti. 

Playing  its  role  as  the  enforcer  of  anti- 
union laws,  Barack  Obama’s  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB)  has  pur- 
sued its  own  vendetta  against  the  ILWU. 
It  went  to  the  federal  courts  and  obtained 
a restraining  order  last  September  against 
the  union  for  “aggressive  picketing,”  which 
resulted  in  some  $300,000  in  fines.  The 
Labor  Board  also  issued  a complaint  against 
the  union  based  on  unfair  labor  practice 
charges  filed  by  both  EGT  and  the  Pacific 
Maritime  Association  (PMA)  during  the 
Longview  battle.  In  the  April  issue  of 
the  union's  newspaper,  the  Dispatcher , the 
ILWU  International  announced  a settlement 
with  the  NLRB  on  this  complaint  The  PMA 
is  reportedly  objecting  to  the  settlement,  the 
details  of  which  are  not  yet  publicly  known. 
The  Dispatcher  estimates  that  it  will  take 
up  to  two  years  to  resolve  the  ILWU  Inter- 
national’s appeal  of  the  fines  levied  by  the 
federal  courts.  As  such,  the  fines  could  well 
be  hanging  over  the  union’s  head  as  it  faces 
off  with  the  PMA  when  the  coastwide  long- 
shore contract  expires  in  2014. 

In  the  face  of  the  anti-union  offensive 
against  the  militant  labor  struggles  waged 
in  Longview  last  July  and  September,  the 
ILWU  International  leadership  backed 
off.  It  retreated  to  filing  a lawsuit  in  the 
capitalist  courts  that  charged  the  city  of 
Longview,  Cowlitz  County  and  their  top 
officials,  including  Sheriff  Nelson,  with 
violating  the  union’s  “respective  officers 
and  members’  rights  under  the  Constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  the  United  States  and 
Washington."  While  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  class  to  defend  all  demo- 
cratic rights,  which  have  been  increas- 
ingly curtailed,  the  battle  of  Longview 
was  not  a question  of  defending  such  civil 
liberties  as  freedom  of  speech  and  assem- 
bly. It  was  one  of  mobilizing  the  power  of 
labor  against  the  EGT  union-busters,  who 
are  backed  by  the  forces  of  the  state.  The 
laws  of  the  United  States  are  designed  to 
uphold  the  interests  of  the  capitalist  own- 
ers— and  the  state,  namely  the  courts, 
cops  and  military,  enforces  them  against 
workers  in  struggle. 

If  the  working  class  is  to  effectively 
organize  to  fight  in  its  class  interests,  it 
must  wield  its  ability  to  stop  production 
and  shut  off  the  flow  of  profits.  There  is  a 
vital  need  to  revive  the  traditions  of  effec- 
tive labor  solidarity,  not  just  in  words  but 
in  deeds.  ■ 
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Young  Sparftacus 


Presentation  by  a Veteran  Communist 

Marxism  and  the  Fight  for 
Women's  Liberation 


We  are  pleased  to  publish  a 
Sparlacus  Youth  Club  class  given 
by  comrade  Marianne  Clemens  in 
San  Francisco,  California,  on  26 
October  2011.  It  has  been  edited  for 
publication  and  slightly  expanded 
by  Young  Spartacus  in  collabora- 
tion with  comrade  Clemens. 

We  are  the  party  of  the  Russian 
Revolution.  October  1917  is  unique 
in  human  history,  and  we  study  it 
intensively:  it  shows  that  the  condi- 
tions for  the  true  liberation  of  women 
only  exist  when  the  working  class 
takes  and  consolidates  state  power 
under  a prqletarian,  revolutionary, 
internationalist  leadership.  In  this 
huge  leap  for  humanity  we  also  see 
that  because  women’s  oppression 
is  so  thoroughly  bound  up  with  the 
state  and  private  property,  there  can 
be  no  all-sided  liberation  without 
the  liberation  of  women. 

The  Bolsheviks  didn't  invent  this 
part  of  the  communist  program. 

For  the  great  utopian  socialists  of 
the  early  19th  century  women’s  lib- 
eration was  integral  to  socialism. 

Clara  Zetkin,  a veteran  socialist 
and  hugely  influential  among  Rus- 
sian socialists,  saw  the  heroic  role 
women  played  in  the  French  Revo- 
lution of  1789-94  as  the  midwife  of 
the  socialist  women’s  movement. 

This,  the  greatest  of  17th  and  18th  cen- 
tury bourgeois  revolutions,  swept  away 
the  garbage  of  ancient,  entrenched  prac- 
tices cementing  women’s  oppression  that 
went  along  with  feudal  property  relations, 
bringing  significant  gains  for  women. 
But  the  utopian  socialists  also  saw  that 
women's  complete  liberation  was  only 
possible  in  a collectivized  society,  not  in 
the  capitalist  social  order  based  on  private 
property  (private  ownership  of  the  means 
of  production — not  your  personal  effects) 
that  the  bourgeois  revolutions  secured. 

Origin  of  the  Family,  Private 
Property  and  the  State 

Women’s  oppression  is  rooted  in  the 
institution  of  the  family.  And  as  Trotsky 
wrote,  you  can’t  just  abolish  the  family, 
you  have  to  replace  it.  Friedrich  Engels, 
Marx's  lifelong  friend  and  collaborator, 
was  the  first  to  put  the  woman  question 
on  a scientific  basis  and  show  how  the 
family,  private  property  and  the  state 
arose,  linked  in  early  civilization  as  basic 
institutions  of  class  society. 

Engels  was  not  entirely  free  of  the  mor- 
alistic assumption  that  women  (chaste 
things  that  we  are)  do  not  enjoy  variety  in 
sexual  relations.  Also,  over  125  years  later, 
we  know  much  more  about  the  prehistory 
of  our  species,  including  beyond  Europe. 
But  research  has  only  confirmed  Engels’ 
analysis,  including  that  the  first  oppression 
of  classes  coincides  with  the  oppression  of 
the  feminine  sex  by  the  masculine,  namely 
in  monogamous  marriage. 

In  the  earliest  human  groups  in  the 
period  termed  the  Paleolithic  (old  stone 


Communist  cadres  of  Zhenotdel,  Soviet 
commission  for  work  among  women, 
teach  literacy  in  Soviet  Central  Asia,  1924. 
Inset:  An  early  Russian  Civil  War  poster 
demands,  “Women  workers,  take  up  your 
rifles!" 


age)  in  Europe,  “primitive  communist," 
matri lineal  societies,  there  was  no  sepa- 
ration of  rights  and  duties.  There  was 
no  prohibition  on  whom  you  could  play 
around  with  or  have  children  with.  The 
children  were  the  children  of  all;  all  adult 
women  were  their  mothers  and  all  adult 
men  were  their  fathers.  This  was  the  earli- 
est form  of  the  family,  known  as  “group 
marriage."  All  that  was  hunted,  gathered 
or  grown  belonged  to  all.  Biology  deter- 
mined the  division  of  labor:  the  women 
performed  tasks  that  didn’t  interfere  with 
bearing,  carrying  around  and  nursing  the 
children.  That  didn't  give  them  a subordi- 
nate social  status:  women  were  revered  as 
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the  bearers  of  the  species.  It  is  generally 
accepted  today  that  women  invented  three 
technologies  crucial  to  the  spread  and 
development  of  human  society:  spinning 
fibers  and  making  string,  later  weaving; 
pottery  making  and  horticulture. 

Gradually  tribes  settle  down  on  a 
common  territory.  The  division  of  labor 
becomes  more  complicated — in  the  begin- 
ning scattering  seeds  and  harvesting 
the  food  crop,  and  then  plowing  up  the 
earth  and  planting  seeds;  manufacturing 
implements;  domesticating  and  caring  for 
animals. 

When  the  plow  is  developed,  e.g.,  in 
Sumer,  productivity  eventually  rises  mas- 
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sively  over  simple  horticulture,  cre- 
ating a surplus.  As  surplus  produc- 
tion rises,  wealth  and  consequently 
social  power  accrue  to  the  landown- 
ers— who  strive  to  bequeath  their 
wealth  and  power  to  their  biological 
children.  Women,  biologically  tied 
to  childbearing  and  nursing,  aren’t 
available  to  work  long  hours  plow- 
ing, and  do  not  have  the  physical 
strength  needed  for  the  task.  Thus, 
in  this  phase  of  social  development, 
women  come  to  be  excluded  from 
productive  work  (i.e.,  the  produc- 
tion of  the  surplus).  A ruling  class 
was  consolidated  early  on  in  Egypt 
and  Mesopotamia.  The  Sumerian 
ruling  class  was  the  tribally  based 
priesthood. 

Mother  right  and  the  large  matri- 
lineal  and  matrilocal  “gens"  are 
supplanted.  The  patriarchal  “mono- 
gamian  family"  becomes  society’s 
basic  unit.  Women  lose  the  equal 
rights  they  had  in  primitive  com- 
munistic society.  The  man  as  master 
of  the  house  subjugates  woman  and 
charges  her  with  a host  of  duties , 
above  all  monogamy,  in  order  to 
ensure  the  inheritance  of  wealth  and 
power,  and  a lower  social  status  is 
attached  to  women's  biological  role. 
This  is  the  " world- historic  defeat  of 
the  female  sex"  Engels  talks  about, 
and  the  subject  of  the  classical  Greek 
myths:  the  clash  of  the  customs  and  free- 
doms of  the  older  society  with  the  new — as 
human  tragedy. 

So  that’s  the  family  and  private  prop- 
erty. This  is  also  the  point  the  state  is  born. 
Now,  who  was  to  become  the  ruling  class 
and  run  the  state  wasn’t  decided  by  cun- 
ning or  wickedness  or  brute  force  or  male 
chauvinism,  but  by  economics.  Protecting 
and  expanding  a territory  and  the  accu- 
mulated surplus  takes  military  might — an 
armed  body  of  men  that  defends  the  inter- 
ests of  the  propertied.  That  is  the  core  of 
the  state.  In  the  endless  wars  over  terri- 
tory that  humanity  is  then  subjected  to. 
there  is  a reason  to  enslave  the  soldiers 
of  the  vanquished  army  instead  of  killing 
them:  they  can  be  pressed  into  producing 
the  surplus.  Labor  is  branded  as  base  and 
worthy  only  of  slaves. 

Today  all  school  kids  get  it  pounded 
into  their  heads  that  ancient  Greece  is 
the  fount  of  “pure"  democracy.  But  that 
democracy  was  based  on  slavery  and  the 
subjugation  of  women.  And  it  was  only 
for  the  owners  of  slaves — the  "paterfami- 
lias.” In  The  Republic  Plato  justifies  deep 
social  inequality:  "souls”  were  made  of 
gold  (the  slave  owners,  being  closest  to  the 
gods),  silver  (the  soldiers)  or  bronze  and 
iron — who  are  forbidden  to  own  property. 

In  the  intervening  thousands  of  years  of 
class  societies,  the  family  has  had  many 
forms.  But  in  a nutshell,  that’s  why  the 
family,  private  property  and  the  state  are 
organically  linked — and  are  crucial  to 
understand.  And  that’s  why  the  capital- 
ist ruling  class  has  always  hysterically 
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defended  all  three.  If  they  perceive  the 
family  to  be  under  attack,  they  and  their 
"leftist"  water  boys  fly  into  a fearful  rage. 

October  Revolution  of  1917 

Karl  Marx's  most  important  original 
contribution  to  socialist  theory  was  to 
show  that  the  victorious  workers  revolu- 
tion must  smash  the  bourgeois  state  and 
create  its  own,  a state  of  a new  kind — the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  The  Octo- 
ber Revolution  led  by  the  Bolsheviks 
established  a workers  state  power  that 
laid  the  basis  for  socialist  construction: 
they  nationalized  the  means  of  production 
and  distribution,  established  a monopoly 
of  foreign  trade  and  banking,  and  began 
organizing  a collectivized  planned  econ- 
omy. Some  of  their  first  measures  decreed 
equal  rights  for  women  and  men.  They 
made  marriage  and  divorce  simple  mat- 
ters of  civil  registration.  They  abolished 
all  laws  criminalizing  consensual  sexual 
relations,  including  homosexuality.  We 
fight  for  equal  rights  for  gay  women  and 
men  and  against  all  forms  of  bigotry — 
which  will  disappear  for  good  only  with 
the  family  and  its  straitjacket  values.  The 
hard  work  came  after  the  1917  Revolu- 
tion— the  "material  act"  or  process  of 
women’s  liberation — beginning  to  col- 
lectivize family  housework  and  childcare. 

A corps  of  impressive  women  in  the 
Bolshevik  Party  was  doing  work  among 
women  well  before  World  War  I.  Most 
already  had  many  years  of  experience 
in  the  underground,  in  nihilist  or  social- 
revolutionary groups  when  they  became 
Bolsheviks.  Not  a few  had  done  some  hard 
time.  Most  were  highly  educated,  from 
privileged  layers  of  society.  Through  years 
of  political  struggle  against  the  opponents 
of  the  Communists,  they  became  highly 
trained,  steeled  Marxists.  An  index  of 
their  high  political  level  is  that  most  either 
sympathized  politically  with  Leon  Trotsky 
and  opposed  the  ham-fisted,  national- 
ist bureaucracy  that  was  consolidated 
around  Stalin  in  1923-24,  or  openly  joined 
Trotsky’s  Left  Opposition  in  the  next  few 
years.  The  best,  if  they  lived  that  long, 
shared  the  fate  of  the  entire  leadership 
of  the  October  Revolution  whom  Stalin 
destroyed  by  1940. 

In  1917  the  Russian  working  class  was 
a tiny  minority  in  a few  urban  centers, 
in  a sea  of  peasant  backwardness — less 
urbanized  than  India  today.  Women  in  the 
priest-ridden  countryside  were  illiterate, 
superstitious,  and  were  treated  like  beasts 
of  burden.  So  winning  over  and  mobiliz- 
ing the  masses  of  toiling  women  for  the 
revolution  was  daunting.  In  1919,  the  year 
the  Communist  International  (Comintern) 
was  founded,  the  Bolshevik  Party  created 
the  Department  of  the  Central  Committee 
for  Work  Among  Women,  known  as  Zhen- 
otdel.  In  1920  the  Comintern  Executive 
formed  the  International  Women’s  Secre- 
tariat to  coordinate  the  work  and  publish 
a journal  in  German  and  one  in  Russian. 
Zhenotdel  party  organizers  were  in  charge 
of  work  in  Soviet  Russia  and  made  great 
contributions  to  the  work  internationally. 

Inessa  Armand  was  one  of  the  most 
talented  among  the  layer  of  high-level 
women  cadre  who  led  the  Bolsheviks’ 
early  work  among  women.  She  was  Zhen- 
otdel’s  first  head  until  tragically  she  died 
of  cholera  in  1920.  Armand  introduced  two 
extremely  effective  methods  that  became 
the  Bolsheviks’  primary  tools  to  win  over 
to  the  side  of  the  revolution  and  mobilize 
the  doubly  and  triply  oppressed  female 
masses  in  the  actual  work  of  constructing 
and  administering  the  new  society  on  a 
socialist  basis. 

In  delegate  assemblies  and  non-party 
women’s  conferences,  Zhenotdel  speak- 
ers asked  the  women  to  explain  what  they 
wanted  and  needed  most.  Then  with  party 
assistance,  they  went  out  and  began  build- 
ing their  own  childcare  centers,  commu- 
nal kitchens,  laundries,  literacy  centers 
and  schools.  A couple  of  million  women 
workers  and  poor  peasants  were  mobi- 
lized in  this  work.  They  were  the  van- 
guard in  these  tasks,  but  they  knew  that 
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Bolshevik  leader  Inessa  Armand  with 
prior  to  her  escape  later  that  year. 

if  Soviet  Russia  could  survive,  the  entire 
working  population  would  be  drawn  into 
this  work  more  and  more:  it  was  the  future 
infrastructure  of  society  as  a whole. 

But  1920-21  was  the  high  point  of  this 
work.  Replacing  the  family  requires  truly 
massive  resources.  With  famine  and  even 
cannibalism  in  the  countryside,  the  cities 
decimated  and  in  rubble  after  almost  four 
years  of  civil  war  and  the  savage  incur- 
sions of  14  capitalist  armies,  in  mid  1921 
scarce  resources  had  to  be  diverted  to  get 
the  factories  running  and  feed  the  urban 
workforce.  By  late  1923  it  had  become 
clear  that  there  would  be  no  revolution  in 
Germany,  and  thus,  no  aid  from  Europe. 
The  Soviet  Union  had  to  retrench. 

Making  a virtue  out  of  necessity,  in  1924 
Stalin  put  forward  the  anti-revolutionary 
dogma  of  "socialism  in  one  country"  (see 
Trotsky,  The  Revolution  Betrayed).  Under 
Stalin  the  revolution  degenerated  bureau- 
cratically, although  the  economic  basis  of 
the  workers  state  remained.  As  Trotsky 
wrote.  Stalin  glued  the  broken  shell  of 
the  family  back  together.  Many  gains 
for  women  were  reversed — abortion  was 
banned  in  1936.  The  bureaucracy  sim- 
ply declared  socialism,  instead  of  telling 
the  truth — that  socialism  requires  huge 
resources  and  an  international  division  of 
labor  and  thus  is  impossible  under  condi- 
tions of  generalized  want. 

Despite  the  bureaucratic  degeneration, 
the  vision  of  future  society  that  issued  out 
of  the  Russian  Revolution  was  so  inspiring 
that  the  lively  debate  on  collective  forms 
of  living  continued  into  the  1930s.  We 
defended  the  Soviet  Union  uncondition- 
ally from  internal  counterrevolution  and 
imperialist  attack,  until  the  last.  For  70 
years  the  imperialists  had  sought  a way  to 
destroy  the  Soviet  Union.  Finally,  Stalin- 
ist bureaucrat  Boris  Yeltsin,  supported 
by  his  patrons  in  the  U.S.  government, 
presided  over  the  counterrevolution  that 
opened  up  one-sixth  of  the  earth’s  land 
surface  to  capitalist  exploitation. 

As  we  wrote  in  1993:  "Capitalist  counter- 
revolution tramples  on  women.”  A com- 
rade who  worked  there  described  capital- 
ist Russia  as  “the  valley  of  the  shadow 
of  death” — promising  a nightmare  future. 
Public  health  care  died  with  the  Soviet 
Union.  Life  expectancy  and  the  birth 
rate  plummeted;  alcoholism,  drug  addic- 
tion, malnutrition,  debilitating  diseases 
(including  AIDS  and  Multidrug-Resistant 
Tuberculosis),  homelessness,  prostitution 
and  mental  retardation  in  children  soared. 
Armies  of  hungry  children  live  on  the 
streets,  as  in  the  ruins  of  WWI  and  the 
Civil  War. 

DDR:  East  German 
Deformed  Workers  State 

The  Soviet  degenerated  workers  state 
and  the  East  and  Central  European  workers 
states  that  were  bureaucratically  deformed 
from  birth  were  “transitional”  societies, 
stuck  halfway  between  capitalism  and 
socialism.  For  24  years  I was  a member  of 
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our  German  section,  including  during  the 
1989  budding  proletarian  political  revolu- 
tion in  East  Germany  (DDR),  where  our 
international  intervened  with  all  forces 
we  could  muster.  We  called  for  workers 
and  soldiers  councils  (soviets)  that  would 
defend  the  proletarian  gains  and  return  to 
the  road  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  for  uncondi- 
tional defense  of  the  DDR  against  counter- 
revolution, and  for  a Red  Republic  of  Work- 
ers Councils  in  all  of  Germany  through 
proletarian  political  revolution  in  the  East 
and  socialist  revolution  in  the  West. 

The  DDR  was  founded  in  1949  on  the 
model  of  the  degenerated  USSR,  "on  the 
bayonets  of  the  Red  Army"  after  it  had 
smashed  the  Hitler  regime.  It  was  a pretty 
drab  place,  but  everybody  was  guaranteed 


a job  and  a place  to  live.  Women  there 
probably  had  the  highest  social  status  in 
the  world.  Over  95  percent  worked.  They 
were  crane  operators,  engineers,  econo- 
mists, judges,  lawyers,  doctors.  Mothers 
got  a full  year  off  work  with  pay  after  the 
birth  of  each  child,  and  their  jobs  were  safe 
during  that  time.  You  got  prenatal  visits  at 
home  from  medical  personnel,  and  the 
ambulance  was  on  call  when  it  was  time 
to  go  to  the  hospital.  At  the  plant  and  fac- 
tories, there  were  day-care  centers,  nurser- 
ies, canteens,  laundries  and  libraries. 

But  there  was  still  the  "second  shift" 
in  the  family — millions  of  mommies 
shopped,  cleaned,  fed  and  took  care  of 
everybody.  Like  Stalin,  the  Honecker 
regime  in  the  DDR  glorified  the  "socialist 
family”  as  the  germ  cell  of  the  state  in  soci- 
ety. Discrimination  against  women  outside 
the  workplace  was  especially  obvious  in 
political  life.  There  were  almost  no  women 
in  the  upper  echelons  of  the  East  German 
Stalinist  party  (Socialist  Unity  Party) — 
except  Margot  Honecker,  the  feared  Min- 
ister of  Education,  and  a few  more. 

It  was  a society  of  enormous  con- 
tradictions. The  workers  told  this  joke: 
"What  would  happen  if  the  Sahara  went 


socialist?” — “For  10  years,  nothing.  Then 
sand  would  become  scarce.”  The  economy 
was  secretly  bankrupt.  To  get  hard  currency 
they  exported  high-quality  heavy  equip- 
ment and  machine  tools,  but  they  couldn’t 
make  women’s  underwear  that  fit,  or  con- 
doms that  didn't  leak  or  were  more  sensitive 
than  safety  gloves.  But  AIDS  cases  were 
practically  unknown:  Travel  restrictions 
isolated  the  population.  There  was  no  drug 
scene — the  currency  wasn’t  convertible.  A 
DDR  scientist  we  knew  had  invented  their 
own  ELISA  test,  and  they  tested  every  last 
liter  of  blood  that  was  used. 

The  bureaucracy  constantly  lied  to 
the  population  and  spied  on  them  for  40 
years.  Many  workers  were  terribly  cyni- 
cal in  the  end,  but  many  young  workers 
and  soldiers  wanted  real  socialism — not 
what  the  bureaucrats  told  them  it  was. 

When  we  had  an  internal  class  on 
the  woman  question  and  passed  around 
graphics  showing  early  Soviet  plans  for 
collective  living  centers  (see  "Architec- 
ture as  a Tool  of  Social  Transformation,” 
Women  and  Revolution  No.  11,  Spring 
1976)  our  East  German  comrades  were 
thunderstruck.  One  woman  comrade 
said  "Now  I see  how  far  we  were  from 
socialism!"  She  had  always  wondered 
why  there  were  the  huge  long  avenues  of 
gigantic  high-rise  apartment  projects  for 
miles  like  the  famous  Stalin  Boulevard, 
devoid  of  any  social  infrastructure,  that 
atomized  the  working  class.  The  DDR 
couldn’t  afford  to  replace  the  family, 
so  they  lied.  The  population  had  never 
heard  that  real  socialism  by  definition 
means  redesigning  society,  with  collec- 
tivized housework  and  child  rearing! 

Recently  I was  excited  to  find  a 1975  Rus- 
sian edition  of  Inessa  Armand’s  selected 
works.  But  at  the  beginning  of  one  wonder- 
ful article  the  editors  had  actually  deleted 


two  sentences  that  read:  "Private,  separate 
domestic  economies  have  become  harm- 
ful anachronisms  which  only  hold  up  and 
make  more  difficult  the  carrying  out  of 
new  forms  of  distribution.  They  must  be 
abolished ” (emphasis  added).  Obviously, 
no  self-respecting  Stalinist  would  admit 
that  the  tiny  domestic  economic  unit  was 
an  anachronism. 

Assault  on  Women’s  Rights 

Let’s  talk  about  the  U.S.  today,  where 
abortion  rights  have  been  whittled  away 
for  almost  40  years,  hitting  working  and 
poor  women  hardest.  The  defense  of 
women’s  right  to  abortion  is  absolutely 
crucial.  It’s  about  women’s  equality,  wom- 
en’s independence.  If  working  women  do 
not  have  that  right,  they  have  no  say  in 
their  own  future  and  that  of  their  families. 
But.  crucially,  it  is  very  hard  to  participate 
in  social  struggle — as  the  rulers  know. 

The  state  and  their  attack  dogs  are 
viciously  sworn  to  keeping  women  bound 
up  in  the  family,  because  the  family  is 
vitally  necessary  to  maintain  the  capital- 
ist order.  Ensuring  inheritance,  as  in  the 
past,  only  matters  to  the  propertied  class. 

continued  on  page  8 
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East  German  women  protest  closing  of  day-care  centers,  1990.  Sign  reads: 
"Not  Every  Mom  Wants  to  Be  Just  a Housewife.  That’s  Why  We  Need  to  Keep 
Day  Care." 
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East  Berlin,  14  January  1990:  Spartakist  banners  at  250,000-strong  dem- 
onstration at  Friedrichsfelde  Cemetery  to  honor  Karl  Liebknecht  and  Rosa 
Luxemburg.  Banner  reads:  “For  a Red  Germany  of  Workers  Councils  in  a 
Socialist  Europe!" 


Women’s 

Liberation... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

The  ruling  class  needs  the  working-class 
family  to  reproduce  the  next  generation 
of  wage  slaves  and  cannon  fodder.  But 
also,  the  family  is  hugely  useful  because  it 
inculcates  and  reinforces  bourgeois  ideol- 
ogy and  morals  and,  above  all.  obedience 
to  authority. 

We  support  every  possible  defense  of 
the  right  to  abortion,  just  as  we  defend 
every  gain  for  working  people,  however 
partial.  Leninists  struggle  to  be  the  trib- 
une of  the  people , able  to  react  to  every 
instance  of  tyranny  and  oppression,  no 
matter  what  layer  or  class  of  the  people  it 
affects.  That  is  the  way  we  set  forth  our 
socialist  convictions  and  our  democratic 
demands  publicly  and  make  clear  for 
everyone  the  world-historic  significance 
of  the  struggle  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
proletariat.  Because  it  is  in  the  historic 
interests  of  the  proletariat  as  a whole,  we 
call  for  free  abortion  on  demand  as  part  of 
free,  quality  health  care  for  all,  and  free, 
quality  24  hour  childcare. 

In  the  early  19th  century  Charles  Fou- 
rier wrote,  “Social  progress  is  brought 
about  by  the  progress  of  women  towards 
liberty.”  Yes!  In  regions  of  the  Third  World 
where  women  are  excluded  from  the  polit- 
ical economy,  the  economy  is  character- 
istically stagnant.  Society  is  correspond- 
ingly backward.  In  the  “advanced"  U.S. 
anti-woman  bigotry  is  especially  handy 
in  recurring  periods  of  economic  decline, 
when  the  capitalists  throw  women  and 
minorities  out  of  the  workforce  first  and 
then  blame  them  for  being  poor.  To  go 
after  their  hot  and  cold  wars  abroad,  the 
imperialists  always  need  to  whip  up  fer- 
vor at  home  for  “free  enterprise,"  God  and 
country,  and  “family  values,"  the  code 
word  for  trashing  women's  rights,  as  we 
have  seen  since  the  late  1970s. 

From  Feminism  to  Marxism 

Now,  since  the  “Occupy"  movement 
has  caught  everybody’s  attention  as  the 
way  to  right  society’s  wrongs,  let  me  tell 
you  a story  about  my  student  days.  After 
growing  up  in  Jim  Crow  East  Texas,  I 
got  into  left  politics  at  Cornell  University 
during  the  Vietnam  War  over  two  things: 
black  liberation  and  women's  liberation. 
The  New  Left  pushed  all  this  wretched 
literature  that  the  most  oppressed  were 
the  most  revolutionary.  Lenin  and  Marx? 
Oh,  that’s  old  hat!  In  the  women’s  move- 
ment, it  was  “self-determination” — like 
your  body  or  uterus  is  a little  country  that 
can  declare  its  independence.  We  were 
spinning  our  wheels  going  nowhere. 

The  women’s  movement  splintered 
between  the  straights  and  the  gays; 


between  those  who  took  their  nice  Ivy 
League  degrees  and  formed  their  own 
women’s  health  or  dental  or  legal  clin- 
ics and  the  ones  that  were  for  forming  a 
women’s  army.  To  fight  whom,  you  ask? 
Well,  we  witnessed  a gang  of  frat  rats  with 
baseball  bats  marching  into  a women’s 
concert  intending  to  clean  it  out.  Luck- 
ily the  concert  was  already  over,  but  after 
that  the  women  decided  a women’s  army 
wasn’t  such  a good  idea.  You  need  men 
and  women  to  fight  shoulder  to  shoulder 
against  the  bigots. 

Meanwhile  everything  polarized  along 
racial  lines.  In  April  1969  the  black  stu- 
dents at  Cornell  occupied  the  student 
union  building  to  protest  the  adminis- 
tration’s racist  policies  and  to  demand  a 
black  studies  center.  After  right-wing  frat 
rats  attacked  (these  guys  were  real  activ- 
ists), amid  rumors  of  a second  attack  with 
guns,  the  black  students  armed  them- 
selves. SDS  set  up  a protective  cordon 
around  the  building;  thousands  of  black 
and  white  students  mobilized.  It  was  tense, 
but  ultimately  everything  stayed  quiet.  On 
the  second  day,  the  administration  met 
the  black  students’  demands.  Still  armed, 
they  marched  with  great  dignity  out  of  the 
building  and  across  the  arts  quad.  The  fol- 
lowing year  the  new  black  studies  center 
was  torched  by  racist  vigilantes. 

The  Black  Panthers  were  really  the  best 
of  that  generation,  as  black  militants  were 
increasingly  sinking  into  the  dead  end  of 
black  nationalism.  Their  strategy  was 
to  “pick  up  the  gun”  and  “electrify”  the 
ghetto  masses  into  revolutionary  action. 
The  Feds  reacted  with  COINTELPRO, 
blowing  away  38  Panthers.  The  Panthers 
taught  me  that  a revolution  is  necessary 
to  achieve  liberation.  If  you  are  dead  or  in 
prison  you’re  not  going  to  electrify  any- 


body. What  was  left — blacks.  Latinos, 
Native  people,  whites,  female  and  male, 
gays  and  straights — all  went  off  by  them- 
selves to  “liberate”  their  own  “sector.” 
Except  there  was  one  serious  group  on 
campus.  Through  a friend,  an  anarchist 
of  sorts,  I had  gotten  to  know  a very  nice 
couple  who  were  around  the  Spartacist 
League.  But  we  thought:  anybody  but  the 
Sparts!  The  Spartacist  guy  and  I used  to 
have  dreadful  fights  over  the  degeneration 


of  the  Soviet  Union.  He  was  Carl  Lichten- 
stein, our  very  dear  comrade  who  recently 
died  unexpectedly.  I thought  I really  had 
the  number  of  those  Russians,  those  patri- 
archal, male  chauvinist  pigs — why  else 
could  the  revolution  have  degenerated? 
So  I wasn’t  listening. 

Another  friend  who  had  been  in  the 
Canadian  section  of  Ernest  Mandel’s 
United  Secretariat  recommended  I read 
Trotsky’s  History  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion on  the  party.  Oh,  yes,  and  J.P.  Net- 
tl’s  biography  of  Rosa  Luxemburg.  Both 
excellent  suggestions,  but  the  trouble  was, 
I couldn't  understand  a word.  First  I was 
depressed,  but  I got  angry  when  I realized 
that  all  this  “Marx  and  Lenin  are  old  hat" 
was  crap.  It  had  kept  me  ignorant  of  some 
150  years  of  working-class  struggle! 

In  a somewhat  chastened  frame  of 
mind,  I moved  to  Boston,  where  1 again 
met  Carl  and  Alice,  who  by  then  were 
members  of  the  SL.  My  first  discussion 
with  Carl  was  again  about  the  Russian 
Revolution.  To  his  surprise,  I was  ready 
to  listen.  What  galled  me  most  about  my 
years  at  Cornell  was  that  in  that  time  a 
whole  generation  of  young  militants  on 
the  campuses  and  in  the  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios were  wasted  in  the  dead-end  activism 
of  all  kinds  I had  seen  over  the  past  five 
years.  I began  to  read,  and  to  discuss  what 
I read,  and  I began  to  understand  that  the 
key,  missing  from  all  those  dead  ends, 
was  a party:  The  working  class  is  the  only 


force  in  society  that  has  the  social  power 
to  change  history,  but  to  win  it  needs  the 
leadership  of  a revolutionary  party. 

The  first  youth  class  I was  invited  to 
was  on  the  woman  question,  like  this  one. 
The  first  thing  on  the  reading  list  was 
Engels'  The  Origin  of  the  Family,  Private 
Property,  and  the  State , chapters  2 and  9. 
I couldn’t  put  it  down  and  read  it  cover  to 
cover.  The  second  thing  was  the  Comin- 
tern’s "Theses  on  Work  among  Women." 
When  the  comrades  asked,  I couldn't  say 
I disagreed  with  anything  in  the  The- 
ses, because  the  down-to-earth  realistic 
approach  to  liberation  answered  questions 
that  I had  never  gotten  answers  to. 

All  the  talk  about  “liberation"  and  “self- 
determination”  and  “empowerment”  in 
capitalism — we  heard  it  then  and  you  hear 
it  today  from  “leftist”  organizations — is 
just  hot  air.  It’s  not  hard  for  them  to  defend 
the  right  to  abortion,  or  rather,  “the  right 
to  choose,”  which  doesn’t  offend  the  Dem- 
ocrats. Their  real  perspective  is  to  remain 
unobjectionable  to  petty-bourgeois  public 
opinion.  But  one  thing  you  are  not  likely 
to  hear  from  such  fake  socialists  is  that 
the  road  to  women’s  emancipation  leads 
through  a real  workers  revolution.  Such 
outfits  are  obstacles  on  that  path. 

So  becoming  a Marxist  means  learn- 
ing to  study  history  and  how  to  analyze 
every  new  situation  that  arises  from  the 
point  of  view  of  the  historic  interests  of 
the  working  class.  So  you  study.  You  fol- 
low events  around  the  world.  When  we 
can,  we  build  actions  that  show  by  exam- 


ple what  is  needed  on  a large  scale.  For 
years,  it  seems  like  nothing  happens,  and 
then  class  battles  break  over  our  heads. 
Then,  as  in  the  DDR,  everything  happens 
in  the  space  of  hours  and  days.  In  1989  we 
were  all  keenly  aware  that  everything  we 
had  read  and  studied  was  for  that  moment. 
When  the  working  class  begins  to  move 
in  the  U.S.,  and  it  will,  we  will  be  there 
fighting  for  the  program  of  communist 
revolution.  We  are  fighting  to  build  a mul- 
tiracial vanguard  party  of  the  type  that  led 
the  October  Revolution  to  victory.  And  true 
to  their  vision,  in  a socialist  future,  women 
will  be  fully  and  equally  integrated  into 
society.  Everyone  will  be  able  to  develop  to 
their  full  capacity.  Society  will  be  free  of 
the  barbaric  garbage  of  the  past — violence 
and  bigotry  against  women,  free  of  the 
reactionary  straitjacket  of  the  family  and 
religion  and  capitalist  state  repression.  If 
you  want  to  fight  for  that  future,  join  us.  ■ 
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Quebec... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

in  tht  1990s,  part  of  its  sweeping  attacks 
on  workers  and  social  programs  under  the 
program  of  “Deficit  Z£ro.”  In  any  case, 
PQ  leader  Pauline  Marois  promises  only 
a temporary  tuition  freeze  if  she  becomes 
premier. 

Students:  Ally  with 
the  Working  Class! 

When  Quebec  shook  off  the  yoke  of 
the  Westmount  Anglo  capitalists  and 
their  allies  in  the  Catholic  church  in  the 
1960s,  education  was  a key  battleground. 
Trade-union  struggles  had  long  sought 
to  make  higher  education  attainable  for 
francophone  working-class  youth.  As 
Patrick  Lagacd  noted  in  a 4 May  Globe 
and  Mail  article  in  support  of  the  stu- 
dents: “50  years  ago,  Quebec  was  closer 
to  a third-world  country  than  a developed 
nation  in  terms  of  education  markers."  Of 
those  aged  25  in  1962,  54  percent  had  not 
completed  Grade  6,  and  only  7 percent 
had  attended  university.  A key  aspect  of 
the  "Quiet  Revolution,”  the  expansion  and 
secularization  of  education  was  part  of  a 
drive  by  a modernizing  francophone  elite 
to  cohere  a distinct  Quebdcois  bourgeoisie 
and  professional/technocratic  stratum  in 
order  to  be  "masters  in  their  own  house.” 

Today,  despite  Quebec's  continued 
national  subordination  within  the  Anglo- 
chauvinist  Canadian  slate,  Qudbecois  com- 
panies like  Bombardier,  SNC-Lavalin  and 
Quebecor  are  able  to  compete  on  a world 
scale  with  American  and  European  multi- 
nationals. In  the  interest  of  greater  profits, 
Liberal  and  PQ  governments  alike  have 
waged  ceaseless  attacks  on  the  working 
class  and  oppressed,  including  cuts  to  health 
care,  education  and  other  social  programs. 

The  capitalists  seek  to  invest  in  pub- 
lic education  only  what  they  can  real- 
ize back  in  profit.  Such  profits  are  the 
product  of  labor,  the  surplus  value  that 
the  bourgeoisie  wrests  from  the  workers 
through  grinding  exploitation.  Thanks 
to  its  central  role  in  social  production, 
the  working  class  has  the  unique  social 
power  to  withhold  its  labor  and  bring  the 
capitalist  system  to  its  knees.  Students,  a 
petty-bourgeois  layer  with  no  direct  rela- 
tion to  production,  lack  such  power.  Stu- 
dent struggle  can  certainly  spark  broader 
social  battles,  as  the  current  strike  shows. 
But  ultimately  the  only  way  forward  is  to 
ally  with  the  working  class. 

In  turn,  it  is  in  the  interest  of  workers 
to  actively  support  the  combative  stu- 
dents. This  includes  taking  up  the  call  for 
free,  quality  education  for  all  and  a liv- 
ing stipend  for  students.  Against  mount- 
ing debt  servitude  to  the  banks,  we  call 
to  abolish  the  student  debt.  The  cops  now 
occupying  a number  of  universities  and 
colleges  must  be  driven  out.  We  call  to 
abolish  the  administrations,  the  enforc- 
ers of  capitalist  rule  on  the  campuses. 
For  student/teacher/worker  control  of  the 
C^geps  and  universities! 

The  multisided  attacks  on  workers  and 
the  poor  can  be  stopped  for  good  only 
through  a broader  political  struggle  cen- 
tered on  the  social  power  of  the  work- 
ing class.  This  must  be  infused  with  the 
understanding  that  the  entire  capitalist 
system  must  be  swept  away  and  replaced 
with  an  egalitarian  socialist  society  geared 
to  human  needs,  not  private  profit.  Only 
workers  revolution  can  rip  the  means  of 
production  from  the  hands  of  the  bour- 
geois criminals  who  exploit  the  working 
class  and  its  youth  component.  Victory  in 
this  struggle  requires  the  forging  of  revo- 
lutionary vanguard  parties  of  the  working 
class — Trotskyist  parties — throughout  the 
world. 

Students,  Labor  and 
the  Union  Bureaucracy 

Support  for  the  student  strike  and 
hatred  for  the  Charest  government  have 
been  palpable  throughout  the  conflict.  To 
their  credit,  the  bulk  of  unionized  teach- 


Young Spartacus 


Protest  amid  1972 
Quebec  general 
strike,  which  saw 
trade  unionists 
take  over  radio 
stations,  factories 
and  whole  towns. 


ers  and  professors  affected  by  the  strike 
have  refused  to  cross  the  students'  picket 
lines,  despite  court  injunctions  pressing 
them  to  do  so.  Yet  the  nationalist  union 
bureaucracy,  while  claiming  to  support 
the  students,  has  not  lifted  a finger  to 
mobilize  the  workers  in  strike  action 
against  the  attacks  of  the  Charest  govern- 
ment. Instead,  the  labor  tops  have  worked 
to  restore  “social  peace."  The  abortive 
May  5 deal  to  end  the  student  strike 
was  brokered  by  former  Bloc  Qudbdcois 
leader  Gilles  Duceppe  and  the  leaders  of 
the  three  main  union  federations,  only  to 
be  rejected  by  students  all  over  Quebec. 

The  union  bureaucracy  shackles  Qu£- 
b£cois  workers  to  the  capitalist  system 
through  their  support  to  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  PQ  and  Bloc.  This  is  also  true 
of  the  [student]  leaders  of  the  Fdddra- 
tion  Etudiante  Universitaire  du  Que- 
bec (FEUQ)  and  F^de'ration  Etudiante 
Collegiale  du  Quebec  (FECQ),  who  are 
allied  with  the  labor  tops  in  the  Alliance 
Sociale.  The  majority  of  striking  students 
are  part  of  CLASSE  (Coalition  Large  de 
l’Association  pour  une  Solidarity  Syn- 
dicale  Etudiante),  the  more  left-wing, 
anarchist-influenced  student  union.  In 
a late  April  call  titled  "Toward  a Social 
Strike,”  CLASSE  noted: 

"The  striking  students  are  aware  of  their 
inability  by  themselves  to  force  the  gov- 
ernment to  retreat  from  these  various 
measures.  Hence  the  necessity  for  the 
student  movement  to  be  joined  by  all 
social  forces  in  our  fight  against  Finance 
Minister  Bachand's  cultural  revolution. 
We  are  not  appealing  here  for  some 
superficial  support,  with  a few  union 
full-timers  writing  a news  release  repeat- 
ing for  the  umpteenth  time  their  support 
for  the  student  struggle  ...  It  is  therefore  a 
call  for  a social  strike  that  we  are  issuing 
to  the  population  as  a whole!” 

Uniting  students  in  struggle  with  the 
social  power  of  the  working  class  is  an 
absolute  necessity.  But  CLASSE’s  appeals 
for  solidarity  are  not  linked  to  a broader 
perspective  of  working-class  struggle 
against  capitalism.  Like  the  FEUQ  and 
FECQ.  they  end  up  looking  for  ways  to 
refurbish  the  education  system  within  the 
confines  of  the  capitalist  system.  Thus  the 
short-lived  deal  signed  by  all  the  student 
federations  on  May  5 sought  to  balance 
out  the  increase  in  tuition  fees  by  finding 
"efficiencies"  within  individual  universi- 
ties and  colleges.  This  amounts  to  agree- 
ing to  yet  more  austerity  within  the  edu- 
cation system,  and  could  very  well  turn 
against  university  and  Cdgep  employees 
in  the  form  of  wage  cuts  and  layoffs. 

The  solution  lies  outside  the  “regular" 
realm  of  student  and  trade-union  poli- 
tics, which  are  strictly  confined  to  what 
is  “practical”  under  capitalism.  Against 
the  sellout  labor  tops,  it  is  necessary  to 
fight  for  a class-struggle  opposition  in  the 
unions  dedicated  to  unleashing  labor's 
vast  potential  power  on  behalf  of  all  the 
victims  of  the  bourgeoisie’s  profit  system. 
Among  other  things,  that  means  defend- 


ing the  rights  of  immigrants  and  ethnic/ 
religious  minorities — notably  Muslims, 
who  face  a concerted  racist  offensive  from 
nationalist  and  federalist  politicians  alike. 

Quebec  Solidaire: 

Fifth  Wheel  of  the  PQ 

The  student  struggle  has  illuminated, 
again,  the  reality  of  the  national  divide 
between  English  Canada  and  Quebec.  For 
the  first  month  or  so,  the  English  Cana- 
dian bourgeois  media  simply  blacked  out 
any  news  of  the  protests.  Then  as  the  cop 
violence  against  the  students  escalated,  the 
media  denounced  the  student  strikers  with 
not  a small  dose  of  sneering  Anglo  chau- 
vinism. The  Harper  Conservatives,  whose 
origins  are  in  Western  Canada,  have  essen- 
tially written  off  Quebec  in  their  electoral 
calculations,  and  are  implementing  reac- 
tionary policies  on  crime,  the  military, 
the  monarchy  and  the  environment  that 
appear  to  most  Qu^bdcois  to  be  coming 
from  Mars.  The  various  Anglo  editorial- 
ists and  commentators  who  had  declared 
the  Quebec  national  question  (once  again) 
"dead"  are  now  eating  their  words. 

Quebec  is  a distinct  and  increasingly 
separate  society  from  that  of  the  rest 
of  Canada.  Anglo  chauvinism  and  the 
Quebdcois  nationalism  that  it  fosters  have 
long  served  to  divide  the  working  class 
along  national  lines,  reinforcing  the  illu- 
sion that  workers  have  common  interests 
with  their  "own”  respective  bosses.  As 
proletarian  internationalists,  we  Marx- 
ists advocate  Quebec  independence.  This 
is  the  way  to  cut  the  Gordian  knot  and 
remove  the  national  question  from  the 
political  agenda;  it  would  help  make  clear 
to  the  workers  in  both  nations  that  they 
have  no  allies  among  their  own  capital- 
ists, thus  removing  a major  obstacle  to 
united  working-class  struggle  against  the 
capitalist  system. 

The  PQ's  goal  is  to  build  an  indepen- 
dent capitalist  Quebec  in  the  interest  of 


the  Qu£b£cois  bourgeoisie.  Its  many  aus- 
terity attacks  while  in  power  have  alien- 
ated a layer  of  workers  and  radical  youth 
who  seek  an  alternative.  One  product  of 
this  has  been  the  petty-bourgeois  popu- 
list Quebec  Solidaire  (QS).  While  claim- 
ing solidarity  with  the  student  strike’s 
demands,  when  the  struggles  were  peak- 
ing in  late  April  QS  leader  Amir  Khadir 
issued  an  “appeal  for  calm.”  The  same  QS 
statement  coupled  criticism  of  police  vio- 
lence with  an  attack  on  so-called  "vandal- 
ism” by  “rioters"  among  the  student  pro- 
testers (see  quebecsolidaire.net,  26  April). 

QS's  program  offers  nothing  beyond 
cosmetic  reforms  of  the  capitalist  system 
to  make  it  more  “social,”  not  unlike  the 
PQ’s  original  "project  of  society”  of  the 
late  1960s  and  the  1970s.  As  if  to  make 
this  clear,  QS  leaders  have  recently  sought 
electoral  non-aggression  alliances  with 
the  capitalist  PQ.  None  of  this  has  stopped 
the  bulk  of  the  pseudo-Marxist  left  in 
Quebec  from  supporting  QS,  into  which 
they  have  by  and  large  liquidated.  Both 
wings  of  the  Communist  Party,  Gauche 
Socialiste,  La  Riposte.  Alternative  Social- 
iste  (AS)  and  more — these  reformists  all 
fraudulently  present  QS  as  some  kind  of 
step  toward  socialism. 

This  is  laid  out  with  particular  clar- 
ity in  a leaflet  distributed  at  this  year’s 
May  Day  marches  by  AS,  a group  affili- 
ated with  Peter  Taaffe’s  Committee  for 
a Workers  International.  After  cynically 
noting  that  “QS  is  neither  a class  party 
nor  a socialist  party,"  AS  claims:  “None- 
theless. QS  has  opened  a breach  in  the 
dominant  discourse  and  contributes  to 
making  more  and  more  people  realize  that 
the  source  of  our  problems  is  capitalism.” 
Taking  parliamentary  cretinism  to  new 
heights,  they  conclude: 

“The  possible  outcomes  of  the  current 
general  strike  of  the  student  movement 
show  that  it  needs  a political  inter- 
mediary in  parliament  to  implement 
its  projects  and  keep  alive  the  flame  of 
protest  after  it  peters  out  on  the  street. 
Free  education  won't  be  implemented  on 
Rend-Ldvesque  Boulevard.  In  the  next 
elections,  striking  students  won’t  have 
36  different  solutions.  Only  Quebec  Soli- 
daire will  defend  their  positions.” 

— “Pour  un  parti  de  masse  des 
travailleur-euse-s!” 

The  idea  that  “the  flame  of  protest" 
will  burn  in  the  National  Assembly’s  Blue 
Chamber  is  laughable.  But  behind  AS’s 
unintended  humor  is  the  reformist  politi- 
cal program  shared  by  all  the  left  groups 
buried  in  QS.  To  wit:  Quebec  is  “our 
state”  and  said  state  can  serve  the  inter- 
ests of  workers,  youth  and  the  oppressed, 
if  only  the  right  "social”  policies  are 
implemented.  This  is  a lie. 

A number  of  the  groups  who  cham- 
pion QS  also  saluted  the  NDP  [social- 
democratic  New  Democratic  Party! 
"orange  wave”  that  swept  Quebec  in  last 
year’s  federal  election.  A case  in  point 
is  La  Riposte,  which  declared  that  the 
NDP’s  rise  was  a rejection  of  "the  stale 
Federalist  vs.  Nationalist  debate"  and  "a 
real  opportunity  for  class  politics  to  come 
continued  on  page  10 
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Quebec... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

to  the  fore  and  for  the  NDP  to  become 
the  political  conduit  for  the  fight  back 
against  the  Harper  austerity”  (marxist.ca, 
3 May  2011). 

So  what  was  the  NDP’s  role  in  the  stu- 
dent strike,  the  most  significant  social 
struggle  in  Quebec  in  many  years? 
Thomas  Mulcair’s  NDP  members  of  par- 
liament have  been  told  to  keep  quiet  lest 
they  "alienate"  possible  "centrist"  vot- 
ers. However,  Mulcair — a former  Charest 
cabinet  minister,  and  before  that  a lawyer 
for  the  Anglo-chauvinist  Alliance  Que- 
bec— did  speak  out. ..to  denounce  Quebec 
students’  “violence"  (La  Presse . 29  April)! 
Always  a right-wing  social-democratic 
party,  the  NDP  is  increasingly  moving  to 
cut  its  links  to  labor  in  English  Canada. 
The  New  Democrats  are  deeply  hostile 
to  Quebec’s  national  rights  and,  when  the 
national  question  again  becomes  a burning 
issue  (which  is  only  a matter  of  time),  these 
contradictions  will  blow  the  party  apart  in 
Quebec.  Marxists  fight  against  any  illu- 
sions that  the  NDP  represents  a “progres- 
sive" alternative  for  workers  and  youth. 

The  Repressive  Apparatus  of 
the  Capitalist  State 

The  staggering  level  of  repression 
against  student  strikers  points  to  a basic 
Marxist  truth  about  the  nature  of  the  cap- 
italist state.  The  cops  have  used  massive 
amounts  of  tear  gas,  stun  grenades  and 
rubber  bullets  on  students,  usually  after 
declaring  protests  “illegal.”  At  the  May  4 
Victoriaville  protest  against  the  Quebec 
Liberal  Party  convention,  one  student 
lost  an  eye  and  another  suffered  life- 
threatening  head  injuries  following  a par- 
ticularly vicious  cop  assault.  Police  vio- 
lence on  the  streets  is  supplemented  by  a 
CSIS  secret  police  witchhunt  targeting 
anarchist  activists  and  various  left  groups 
including  the  Maoist  Parti  Communiste 
R^volutionnaire  (PCR).  A new  federal  bill 
making  it  a crime  for  demonstrators  to 
wear  masks  carries  possible  prison  terms 
of  up  to  ten  years. 

Never  a "neutral  arbiter,"  the  core  pur- 
pose of  the  capitalist  state  is  to  defend 


Facebook 


Student  striker  Francis  Grenier 

was  maimed  by  riot  police  stun 

grenade  in  Montreal,  March  7. 

the  rule  of  capital.  The  state  is  an  organ 
of  repression  against  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed;  under  the  executive 
power  of  the  government,  it  consists 
of  the  cops,  judges,  prisons  and  army. 
As  Lenin,  leader  of  the  only  victorious 
workers  revolution  in  history — the  1917 
Russian  Revolution — pointed  out.  it  is  “a 
machine  for  the  oppression  of  one  class 
by  another”  (The  State,  1919).  Under  the 
Liberals  and  PQ,  this  is  unambiguously 
the  case,  but  it  is  equally  so  when  the 
state  is  run  by  parties  that  fraudulently 
claim  to  have  some  sympathy  with  the 
working  people.  When  in  power,  as  in 
Ontario  and  British  Columbia  in  the 
1990s,  the  NDP  always  rules  for  the 
bosses.  And  so  would  QS  if  it  ever  got 
the  opportunity. 

La  Riposte  and  Alternative  Socialiste 
push  the  outrageous  lie  that  cops  are 
“workers  in  uniform,”  i.e.,  potential  allies 
of  working-class  struggle.  The  last  three 
months  of  struggle  and  police  repression 
should  put  to  rest  any  such  illusions.  These 
deeply  reformist  outfits  are  both  offshoots 
of  the  Labour  Party-loyal  Militant  group 
in  Britain  (which  issued  layoff  notices 
to  some  30,000  city  workers  when  it  ran 
Liverpool  city  council  in  the  1980s!). 

Against  the  violence-baiting  of  student 
protesters  by  the  NDP  and  QS,  we  call 
to  defend  all  the  activists  ensnared  by 
the  state’s  dragnet  and  demand  that  all 
charges  be  dropped.  The  media  has  been 
particularly  rabid  about  “vandalism”  by 
protesters  who  have  targeted  offices  of 
university  administrators  as  well  as  sym- 


bols of  corporate  power.  From  the  stand- 
point of  the  working  class,  such  actions 
are  not  crimes — unlike  the  intense  police 
brutality  endured  by  the  striking  students 
and  the  still  greater  barbarism  of  the 
capitalist  system  as  a whole.  However, 
the  "direct  action"  perspective  pushed  by 
various  anarchists  offers  only  a sideshow 
of  ineffectual  rage.  Successful  social 
struggle  must  seek  to  mobilize  the  power 
of  the  working  class,  and  this  is  neces- 
sarily linked  to  the  fight  for  proletarian 
revolutionary  leadership. 

Some  anarchists  and  Maoists  denounce 
the  organized  labor  movement  as  “bought 
off’  and  reactionary.  The  Maoist  PCR,  for 
example,  declares  that  the  unions  in  Que- 
bec "have  become  a tool  in  the  hands  of 
capitalists  to  control  and  subdue  the  work- 
ing class,"  adding;  “It  is  not  only  a matter 
of  changing  the  union’s  orientation  that 
would  change  its  nature"  (“Programme 
du  Parti  Communiste  R^volutionnaire”). 
This  eliminates  any  distinction  between 
the  working-class  base  of  the  unions  and 
the  pro-capitalist  bureaucracy,  a parasitic 
caste  that  rests  atop  the  labor  movement 
and  receives  some  of  the  crumbs  off 
the  bosses’  table.  Having  renounced  the 
unions,  the  basic  defense  organizations  of 
the  working  class,  the  PCR  lays  out  its 
own  class-collaborationist  perspective, 
claiming  that  "the  path  to  revolution  in 
Canada"  lies  through  “protracted  people’s 
war."  This  is  flatly  counterposed  to  the 
proletarian  core  of  Marxism  (in  addition 
to  being  ludicrous). 

And  then  there  are  the  political  bandits 
of  the  Socialist  Equality  Party  (SEP)  and 
its  World  Socialist  Web  Site.  An  April 
16  statement  on  the  student  strike  by  this 
outfit  states,  in  bold  characters  no  less: 
"It  is  necessary  to  reject  an  orientation 
to  the  trade  unions."  It  adds;  “Here  as 
elsewhere  in  the  world,  the  role  of  the 
unions  is  to  subjugate  the  workers  to  the 
profit  system  and  the  capitalist  state.”  An 
“edited  version”  of  the  same  statement 
issued  in  English  two  days  later  is  even 
more  explicit,  calling  to  assist  the  work- 
ers “in  breaking  free  of  the  pro-capitalist 
trade  unions.”  While  the  SEP  sometimes 
dons  a fraudulent  Trotskyist  mask,  its  aim 
of  seeing  the  unions  destroyed  converges 
with  the  interests  of  the  capitalist  bosses. 


Gay  Rights... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

The  reformists  decry  Obama’s  defer- 
ence to  states’  rights  as  well  as  his  flip- 
flops  on  gay  marriage,  which  Obama 
supported  in  1996  during  his  first  cam- 
paign for  the  Illinois  state  senate,  only  to 
reverse  course  when  he  went  on  to  run 
for  the  U.S.  Senate.  In  the  2008  elections, 
his  opposition  to  gay  marriage  was  per- 
haps the  most  effective  tool  in  the  pas- 
sage of  California's  Proposition  8,  which 
enshrined  marriage  as  being  between  het- 
erosexuals only.  “Robocalls"  were  placed 
to  people’s  cellphones  with  recordings  of 
Obama  declaring:  "I  believe  marriage  is  a 
union  between  a man  and  a woman.  Now, 
for  me  as  a Christian,  it  is  also  a sacred 
union.”  This  was  hardly  a first  for  the 
Democrats.  Bill  Clinton  signed  the  1996 
Defense  of  Marriage  Act  that  pronounced, 
“The  word  ‘marriage’  means  only  a legal 
union  between  one  man  and  one  woman 
as  husband  and  wife.” 

But  the  complaints  of  the  ISO,  PSL  & 
Co.  about  the  Democrats’  waffling  on  gay 
rights  are  in  the  service  of  their  main  sell- 
ing point:  that  it  was  pressure  exerted  by 
gay  and  lesbian  activists  that  got  Obama 
to  do  right,  and  now  it’s  time  to  keep  the 
pressure  on.  Thus,  the  PSL  opines  that 
Obama’s  announcement  was  “a  victory  for 
the  marriage  equality  movement,"  one  that 
“will  help  fuel  more  resistance  against  the 
entrenched  reactionaries  who  seek  to  push 
the  LGBT  movement  back."  Similarly,  the 
ISO  opines  that  “activists  may  be  right  in 
hoping  the  statement  will  make  it  harder 
for  Democrats  to  back  away  from  future 
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action  in  defense  of  equality.” 

Like  the  editorialists  at  the  New  York 
Times,  the  reformist  “socialists,”  who  were 
gaga  over  Obama’s  election  four  years  ago, 
worry  that  his  record  as  U.S.  imperialist 
Commander-in-Chief  has  alienated  the 
working  people,  blacks,  immigrants  and 
youth  who  bought  the  lie  that  his  admin- 
istration would  bring  some  relief  from  the 
attacks  of  the  Bush  gang.  Fat  chance!  As 
the  world  capitalist  economic  crisis  grinds 
on,  working  people  have  been  made  to  pay 
through  home  foreclosures,  massive  and 
long-term  unemployment  and  the  shred- 
ding of  pensions  and  other  benefits.  While 
unions  have  taken  it  on  the  chin,  the  White 
House  has  steadily  increased  attacks  on 
fundamental  civil  liberties  at  home  while 
refocusing  U.S.  imperialism’s  murderous 
operations  abroad,  from  Afghanistan  and 
Pakistan  to  Yemen  and  Libya. 

Whether  it’s  defense  of  abortion  rights 
and  gay  rights  or  the  struggle  against  rac- 
ist terror,  the  reformists,  whose  political 
activity  is  entirely  defined  by  the  frame- 
work of  bourgeois  society,  peddle  the 
notion  that  the  Democratic  Party  is  the 
vehicle  through  which  the  exploited  and 
the  oppressed  can  satisfy  their  demands. 
This  lie,  which  is  sold  by  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy  to  its  working-class  base,  is 
fundamental  to  keeping  working  people 
politically  chained  to  the  decaying  capital- 
ist system,  having  led  countless  struggles 
against  oppression  and  war  to  the  grave- 
yard. In  contrast,  our  activity  is  directed  to 
forging  a class-struggle  workers  party,  the 
necessary  instrument  to  lead  the  proletariat 
in  the  overthrow  of  the  wretched  capitalist 
order.  Key  to  this  perspective  is  break- 
ing the  working  class,  blacks  and  others 


on  the  receiving  end  of  the  rulers’  attacks 
from  all  illusions  in  the  Democratic  Party, 
the  “lesser  evil”  face  of  U.S.  imperialism. 

In  the  Beginning  Was 
Jimmy  Carter 

As  November  approaches,  the  public 
is  due  for  yet  more  nauseating  doses  of 
the  contest  for  the  title  “holier  than  thou,” 
now  a staple  in  U.S.  elections.  Today,  it’s 
unthinkable  that  a U.S.  president  would 
repeat  Ulysses  S.  Grant’s  1876  statement: 
"Leave  the  matter  of  religion  to  the  fam- 
ily altar,  the  church  and  private  schools 
entirely  supported  by  private  contributions. 
Keep  the  church  and  state  forever  separate.” 
This  pronouncement,  which  was  common- 
place at  the  time,  was  uttered  barely  a 
decade  after  the  defeat  of  the  slaveholding 
South  in  the  American  Civil  War,  the  U.S. 
bourgeoisie’s  last  progressive  war.  It  is  a 
mark  of  the  degeneracy  of  U.S.  capital- 
ist class  rule  in  this  epoch  of  imperialist 
decay  that  a fundamental  tenet  of  the  Bill 
of  Rights — the  strict  separation  of  church 
and  state — has  all  but  withered  away. 

Stoking  the  fires  of  religious  and  social 
reaction,  Mitt  Romney  echoes  the  loony 
religious  right’s  claim  that  Obama  wants 
to  make  the  U.S.  into  “a  less  Christian 
nation."  Obama  has  himself  pandered  to 
the  forces  of  religious  reaction,  from  over- 
ruling the  FDA’s  approval  of  the  “morn- 
ing after"  birth  control  pill  for  teens  to 
agreeing  to  exclude  women  workers  of 
Catholic  institutions  from  mandatory  con- 
traceptive health  insurance  coverage  (see 
“Obama  Panders  to  Religious  Reaction," 
WV  No.  997,  2 March). 

In  fact,  the  mobilization  for  Christian 
"family  values”  has  long  been  a biparti- 


So too  does  its  position  on  the  national 
question,  where  it  echoes  the  chauvinist 
Anglo  Canadian  ruling  class  in  opposing 
Quebec’s  right  to  self-determination. 

The  destruction  of  the  trade  unions 
would  inevitably  mean  lower  wages, 
less  benefits  and  more  dangerous  work- 
ing conditions.  They  must  be  defended 
against  the  bosses’  attacks.  At  the  same 
time,  the  pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy 
must  be  ousted  by  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership fighting  against  the  politics  of 
bourgeois  nationalism.  Only  then  can  the 
unions  be  transformed  into  organizations 
fighting  for  working-class  emancipation. 

The  Quebec  working  class,  allied  with 
the  vibrant  student  youth,  has  the  power 
to  be  a key  component  of  a revived  North 
American  workers  movement,  which  has 
been  battered  by  decades  of  austerity  and 
strikebreaking.  In  May  1972,  the  sponta- 
neous Quebec  general  strike  against  the 
jailing  of  union  leaders  gave  a taste  of  this 
power.  But  in  the  upshot,  the  aspirations 
of  the  Qudb^cois  workers  were  channeled 
into  the  framework  of  bourgeois  national- 
ism as  represented  by  the  PQ.  Unchain- 
ing the  power  of  the  proletariat  requires 
a political  break  with  such  nationalism, 
including  today  its  “left"  variant  in  Que- 
bec Solidaire. 

The  only  road  to  socialism  lies  through  a 
workers  revolution  that  smashes  the  capital- 
ist state  and  replaces  it  with  a workers  state, 
the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  That 
means  replacing  bourgeois  democracy — a 
"democracy”  for  the  rich — with  workers 
democracy.  Only  then  will  the  road  be  open 
for  the  construction  of  an  egalitarian  com- 
munist society  where  both  poverty  and  a 
repressive  state  are  relics  of  the  past. 

The  Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trots- 
kyste  fights  for  the  forging  of  a binational, 
multiethnic  and  internationalist  workers 
party  dedicated  to  the  struggle  for  such 
revolutions  across  Canada,  through- 
out North  America  and  beyond.  This  is 
integral  to  our  perspective  of  reforging 
the  Fourth  International,  world  party  of 
socialist  revolution.  We  urge  those  mili- 
tant students  who,  coming  out  of  the  bit- 
ter struggles  of  the  past  several  months, 
seek  the  road  to  a broader  program  for 
social  liberation  to  examine  the  program 
of  authentic  Trotskyism.  ■ 


san  effort.  It  was  Democratic  president 
Jimmy  Carter  who  hyped  the  values  of 
Christian  fundamentalism,  as  a weapon 
to  roll  back  the  gains  of  the  civil  rights 
and  other  struggles  of  the  1950s  and  ’60s. 
To  the  extent  that  some  democratic  rights 
have  been  extended  to  gays,  it  has  primar- 
ily been  as  a by-product  of  those  struggles, 
including  the  fight  against  the  dirty  impe- 
rialist war  in  Vietnam.  Carter’s  crusade 
was  part  of  a major  bourgeois  ideological 
assault  aimed  at  overcoming  the  “Vietnam 
syndrome"  and  instilling  an  unquestioning 
acceptance  of  capitalism,  God  and  family, 
including  the  desirability  of  dying  for  one’s 
country.  Since  that  time,  God  has  been  the 
close  personal  friend  of  every  American 
president.  Republican  or  Democratic,  while 
abortion  rights,  affirmative  action  in  edu- 
cation and  other  gains  have  been  under 
constant  assault  as  part  of  a generalized 
onslaught  against  labor  and  the  oppressed. 

The  push  for  “family  values”  has  prom- 
inently served  as  a battering  ram  in  this 
effort.  A case  in  point  was  the  “Personal 
Responsibility  and  Work  Opportunity 
Reconciliation  Act”  signed  by  Democrat 
Bill  Clinton  the  same  year  he  approved 
the  Defense  of  Marriage  Act.  Part  of 
his  ending  “welfare  as  we  know  it,”  the 
Personal  Responsibility  act  consigned 
millions  of  impoverished  women  to  the 
scrap  heap.  It  authorized  government  con- 
trol over  the  personal  and  sexual  lives  of 
welfare  recipients  by  enabling  states  to 
use  their  Temporary  Assistance  for  Needy 
Families  funds  to  promote  marriage  and 
reduce  the  incidence  of  out-of-wedlock 
pregnancies.  Now,  as  the  New  York  Times 
(7  April)  reported,  the  cash  welfare  rolls 
have  barely  budged  despite  four  years  of 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Ireland... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

Governance  in  the  Economic  and  Mone- 
tary Union.  Economists  call  it  the  “Fiscal 
Treaty”  the  government  here  calls  it  the 
“Stability  Treaty."  while  those  opposed, 
quite  rightly,  call  it  the  "Austerity  Treaty.” 
First  on  the  chopping  block  will  be  the 
working  class  in  the  periphery  EU  states, 
with  the  working  class  of  the  imperialist 
countries  like  Germany  and  France  next 
in  line. 

Ireland  is  the  only  country  in  the  EU 
where  this  treaty  is  to  be  put  to  a refer- 
endum, since  in  Ireland  changes  to  the 
constitution  require  a popular  mandate.  In 
the  event  of  a “Yes”  vote,  it  will  become 
unconstitutional  for  the  Irish  state  to  run 
a deficit  over  a preset  level.  As  such,  it  is 
unsurprising  that  the  government  is  not 
all  that  confident  of  getting  the  “Yes”  vote 
demanded  by  EU  leaders,  who  are  not 
happy  about  the  treaty  being  put  to  a ref- 
erendum. Currently,  all  discussion  on  the 
upcoming  referendum  is  overshadowed  by 
the  election  results  in  France  and  Greece, 
and  the  German  reaction  to  them.  In  Ire- 
land, there  is  a strong  sense  of  just  how  far 
down  the  food  chain  the  country  is  when 
it  comes  to  putting  pressure  on  the  EU. 

In  early  April,  an  IMF  spokesman  sug- 
gested that  the  Irish  government  should 
consider  some  degree  of  “debt  restruc- 
turing” and  measures  to  ease  the  burden 
on  mortgage  holders.  Within  a few  days, 
the  European  Central  Bank  sent  in  Joerg 
Asmussen,  an  ECB  official  and  mem- 
ber of  the  German  Social  Democrats,  to 
make  it  very  clear  that  the  ECB  disagreed. 
According  to  the  Irish  Times  (13  April), 
Asmussen  gave  a speech  in  which  “he  told 
the  audience  that  Ireland’s  economic  woes 
are  mostly  of  its  own  making.”  Asmussen 
warned:  “Any  desire  to  offload  this  debt 
could  have  dire  consequences.” 

And  in  case  anybody  was  in  doubt 
about  whose  money  they  are  talking 
about,  the  German  Christian  Democrats 
sent  over  their  economic  policy  spokes- 
man, Joachim  Pfeiffer,  the  same  day  to 
make  the  same  points,  if  in  a little  more 
touchy-feely  manner.  Pfeiffer  praised  Ire- 
land as  a “model  student.”  What  he  wants 
to  see  is:  the  reduction  in  public  debt,  the 
restoration  of  competitiveness  and  the  sta- 
bilisation of  financial  markets.  What  this 
means  in  practice  is  slashing  public  sector 
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wages,  working  conditions  and  pensions, 
increasing  the  use  of  temporary  contracts 
and  paying  back  all  the  money  while  not 
raising  taxes  on  businesses — or  burning 
the  banks. 

Not  to  be  outdone  in  the  threats  depart- 
ment, the  Irish  government  has  been 
painting  a catastrophic  picture  should 
the  Irish  people  vote  “No.”  Supposedly, 
Ireland  will  be  cut  off  from  world  finan- 
cial markets,  public  sector  wages  will  go 
unpaid,  foreign  companies  will  up  and 
leave,  etc.  The  Fine  Gael  Minister  for 
Finance,  Michael  Noonan,  has  prom- 
ised an  extraordinary  budget  that  would 
increase  taxes  on  everything  should  the 
“No”  vote  prevail.  Of  course,  a “Yes” 
vote,  which  would  tie  Ireland  to  the  finan- 
cial restraints  of  the  treaty,  will  mean  all 
that  and  much  more.  Martyn  T\irner,  the 
cartoonist  at  the  Irish  Times,  captured  it 
quite  nicely:  “If  we  vote  yes. . .we  won’t  be 
allowed  to  borrow  any  money.  If  we  vote 
no... nobody  will  lend  us  any  money.” 

Capitalist  Austerity 
and  the  Working  Class 

A recent  opinion  poll  in  the  Irish  Times 
(19  April)  shows  slightly  more  support 
for  a “Yes”  vote  (30  per  cent)  than  “No” 
(23  per  cent),  with  a whopping  39  per  cent 
still  undecided.  There  is  quite  a strong 
class  differentiation  in  these  polls,  with 
working-class  areas  very  much  opposed  to 
the  “Austerity  Treaty.”  Much  of  big  busi- 
ness is  campaigning  for  a “Yes,”  with  post- 
ers from  the  Irish  Business  and  Employers 


Confederation  all  over  the  place. 

Fear  plays  a big  part  among  those  polling 
“Yes,”  particularly  among  the  urban  petty 
bourgeoisie  and  small  farmers.  Images  are 
conjured  up  in  the  press  of  Ireland  return- 
ing to  the  dark  days  of  the  1950s  and  ’60s. 
Farmers  fear  losing  all  subsidies  from  the 
EU,  and  they  don’t  fancy  competing  on  the 
open  market  with  India  and  China. 

Under  pressure  from  their  base,  four  of 
the  larger  unions  in  Ireland  have  come  out 
counselling  their  members  to  vote  “No.” 
Disgracefully,  but  not  surprisingly.  Jack 
O’Connor,  the  leader  of  Ireland’s  largest 
union,  the  Services  Industrial  Profes- 
sional and  Technical  Union  (SIPTU),  has 
said  it  will  recommend  a “Yes”  vote  on 
the  condition  that  a stimulus  plan  is  also 
put  in  place. 

Despite  the  anger  among  workers,  there 
has  been  very  little  in  the  way  of  class 
struggle.  Prior  to  the  February  201 1 gen- 
eral elections,  the  trade  unions  mobilised 
huge  demonstrations,  including  a march 
in  Dublin  of  180,000.  Since  then,  demon- 
strations have  been  small,  as  union  lead- 
ers have  helped  to  maintain  social  peace. 
One  example  is  Vita  Cortex,  a foam 
mattress  manufacturer  that  shut  down 
its  operation  in  Cork.  Workers  occupied 
the  factory  and  refused  to  let  the  bosses 
remove  equipment.  SIPTU  leaders  lim- 
ited the  struggle  to  getting  the  workers 
their  statutory  redundancy  [severance] 
payments,  while  allowing  the  other  Vita 
Cortex  factories,  including  in  Northern 
Ireland,  to  continue  to  operate  as  normal. 


Amid  the  recent  attacks  on  the  highly 
unionised  public  sector  workers,  nurses, 
teachers  and  social  workers  are  regularly 
vilified  in  the  press  as  overpaid  and  living 
cushy  lives.  Yet  the  leadership  of  the  unions 
has  made  no  attempt  at  a class-struggle 
response.  Faced  with  an  earlier  round  of 
budget  cuts,  the  trade-union  bureaucracy 
signed  the  2010  Croke  Park  agreement, 
which  effectively  renounced  class  struggle 
until  2014.  Such  “partnership”  agreements 
ensured  that  wages  remained  low  during 
the  boom  years  so  as  not  to  endanger  the 
Celtic  Tiger  economy.  Now  they  are  being 
used  to  take  away  any  benefits  that  work- 
ers still  have. 

The  Left  and  the  Treaty 

The  “Fiscal  Treaty”  should  be  voted 
down.  But  while  the  United  Left  Alli- 
ance is  calling  for  a “No"  vote,  it  does 
not  link  this  opposition  to  the  need  for 
class  struggle  against  the  attacks  of  the 
Irish  bourgeoisie  and  the  EU  robber  bar- 
ons. Instead,  the  SP  and  SWP  reformists 
in  the  ULA  seek  to  tinker  with  the  terms 
of  austerity  as  a part  of  applying  pressure 
to  reform  the  EU.  In  a May  2 leaflet,  the 
SP’s  Joe  Higgins  states  that  a rejection  of 
the  treaty  would  be  “a  powerful  demand 
for  a change  of  course.”  Or  as  the  April 
30  SWP  leaflet  titled  “The  Fiscal  Treaty 
Demystified”  declares:  “If  you  believe  in  a 
fairer  solution  to  the  economic  crisis  Vote 
NO.”  Neither  can  bring  themselves  to  utter 
the  word  “imperialism”  in  those  leaflets. 

So  committed  are  the  reformists  to 
offering  a solution  to  the  crisis  within  the 
framework  of  the  capitalist  system  that 
the  ULA  TDs  Clare  Daly  and  Richard 
Boyd  Barrett  jumped  at  the  opportunity  to 
meet  with  representatives  of  the  “troika” 
in  Dublin  in  January.  When  given  an 
audience,  they  presented  these  imperial- 
ist bloodsuckers  with  their  suggestions  for 
a less  onerous  bailout  policy  for  working 
people,  from  higher  taxes  on  the  rich  to 
preventing  the  sale  of  public  assets. 

Like  the  Labour  Party,  to  which  it  is 
an  auxiliary,  the  ULA  offers  no  chal- 
lenge to  the  rule  of  the  capitalists  and 
bankers.  What  is  needed  is  a revolution- 
ary workers  party  that  fights  for  class- 
struggle  opposition  to  capitalist  austerity 
and  seeks  to  mobilise  the  working  class  to 
overthrow  the  whole  wretched  capitalist 
system.  Such  a party  will  be  committed 
to  fighting  for  a Socialist  United  States 
of  Europe.  ■ 


the  worst  economy  in  decades.  The  vic- 
tims are  primarily  single  mothers,  who 
resort  to  selling  their  own  blood  and  food 
stamps  for  cash  or  rummaging  through 
garbage  cans  to  feed  their  children.  As 
always  in  this  country  founded  on  black 
chattel  slavery,  any  attack  on  the  poor  hits 
black  people  hardest. 

The  four-decade-long  assault  on  the 
gains  made  by  blacks,  women  and  others 
underscores  that  democratic  rights  are 
indivisible.  The  Spartacist  League  has 
stood  out  in  opposing  state  repression  of 
the  most  oppressed  and  marginalized, 
from  Mormon  polygamists  to  NAMBLA 
(North  American  Man/Boy  Love  Asso- 
ciation), a group  vilified  by  mainstream 
gay  rights  organizations  and  opportunist 
“socialists”  for  advocating  the  decrimi- 
nalization of  consensual  sex  between 
men  and  boys.  We  oppose  all  laws  that 
enable  the  state  to  regulate  consensual 
sexual  activity,  including  those  that  allow 
the  government  to  exercise  social  control 
under  the  guise  of  “protecting  children.” 
It  is  a vital  task  of  the  revolutionary  van- 
guard to  champion  full  democratic  rights 
for  gays  and  to  fight  to  win  the  working 
class  to  this  cause.  Like  the  oppression 
of  women,  the  oppression  of  homosexu- 
als is  not  primarily  the  result  of  narrow- 
mindedness. Both  are  fundamentally 
grounded  in  the  institution  of  the  family — 
the  root  of  the  patriarchal  subjugation  of 
women — and  in  organized  religion.  End- 
ing the  dominance  of  church  and  family, 
which  are  necessary  props  of  the  capitalist 
system  of  exploitation,  will  require  over- 
throwing bourgeois  rule  through  workers 
socialist  revolution.  Through  the  expro- 
priation of  the  productive  property  of  the 


capitalist  class,  a workers  government 
will  lay  the  basis  for  a planned  economy 
that  qualitatively  expands  society’s  pro- 
ductive forces,  eliminating  scarcity  and 
vastly  expanding  the  range  and  depth  of 
scientific  knowledge.  This  will  mark  the 
beginning  of  the  socialist  epoch  of  human 
freedom,  destroying  the  last  vestiges  of 
religious  and  social  backwardness.  ■ 


Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

totaling  90.  Afterward,  Obama  praised 
the  Chicago  Police  Department  and  the 
mayor,  saying  they  “did  wonderfully.” 

As  part  of  their  effort  to  intimidate  dem- 
onstrators and  justify  the  massive  show  of 
police  force,  on  May  16  the  Chicago  cops 
raided  an  apartment  that  housed  out-of- 
town  protesters,  arresting  the  residents 
and  charging  three  for  a supposed  “ter- 
rorist plot.”  The  men  remain  in  prison  in 
a clear  case  of  entrapment.  Two  of  those 
living  in  the  apartment  were  either  police 
informants  or  undercover  cops.  “It  really 
is  pretty  playbook,”  said  Sarah  Gelsom- 
ino  of  the  National  Lawyers  Guild,  which 
has  provided  legal  counsel  to  the  three 
men.  “The  police  engage  in  this  kind  of 
conduct — very  sensational  charges  and 
preemptive  raids  of  activists  in  what  we 
believe  to  be  really  an  attempt  to  intimi- 
date people  to  stop  them  from  protesting.” 
A YouTbbe  video  posted  by  the  "NATO 
3"  prior  to  their  arrest  captures  how  the 
Chicago  cops  greeted  protesters.  With 
squad  cars  surrounding  their  vehicle,  one 
officer  invoked  the  police  riot  against  pro- 


testers at  the  1968  Democratic  National 
Convention  in  Chicago.  He  asks,  "What 
did  they  say  back  in  ’68?”  Another  cop 
replies:  “Billy  club  to  the  f— ing  skull.” 

The  NATO  3 are  the  first  ever  charged 
with  violating  Illinois  state’s  anti-terror 
statutes,  which  were  enacted  after  the 
September  1 1 attacks  on  the  World  Trade 
Center  and  the  Pentagon.  Here  is  another 
example  of  how  the  “war  on  terror,” 
which  initially  victimized  Arab  and  Mus- 
lim immigrants,  set  into  motion  repres- 
sive measures  ultimately  meant  for  left- 
ists, trade  unionists  and  black  people.  It 
is  in  the  interests  of  the  working  class  to 
defend  these  men  and  all  anti-NATO  pro- 
testers against  state  repression. 

The  military  adventures  of  the  imperial- 
ist butchers  abroad  always  come  packaged 
with  domestic  repression  at  home.  The  U.S. 
capitalist  ruling  class  that  devastated  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan  and  is  now  unleashing  its 
thugs  in  blue  on  protesters  in  Chicago  is 
also  responsible  for  grinding  down  work- 
ing people  nationwide.  Struggle  against 
U.S./NATO’s  murderous  occupations  must 
be  linked  to  a fight  against  the  capitalist 
system  that  inevitably  breeds  war  and  dep- 
redation. Only  through  workers  revolution 
can  that  system  be  swept  away. 

We  reprint  below  a May  21  letter  by 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee — a legal 
and  social  defense  organization  associ- 
ated with  the  Spartacist  League — to  the 
State’s  Attorney. 

* * * 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  pro- 
tests the  police  attacks  on  the  demonstra- 
tions against  the  NATO  summit  in  Chi- 
cago and  arrest  of  over  50  protesters.  The 


massive  police  mobilization  and  frontal 
assault  on  civil  liberties  accompanying 
the  summit  are  directed  against  labor, 
leftists,  antiwar  activists  and  others  who 
simply  seek  to  exercise  their  First  Amend- 
ment rights  of  speech  and  assembly. 

On  May  16,  with  no  warrant  but  guns 
drawn  and  battering  rams  swinging,  the 
Chicago  police  stormed  an  apartment  in 
the  Bridgeport  neighborhood.  Nine  people 
were  arrested.  Three — Brent  Betterly,  Brian 
Church  and  Jared  Chase — face  charges  of 
“conspiracy  to  commit  terrorism,  providing 
material  support  for  terrorism,  and  posses- 
sion of  an  explosive  or  incendiary  device.” 
The  arrests  came  less  than  a week  after  the 
accused  “NATO  3”  had  posted  on  YouTbbe 
a video  of  an  officer  threatening  them: 
"We’ll  come  look  for  you,  each  and  every 
one  of  you.”  Outrageously,  each  is  being 
held  on  a $1.5  million  bond  and  faces  up  to 
40  years  in  prison  if  convicted! 

The  arrests  of  Betterly,  Church  and 
Chase  have  all  the  earmarks  of  a classic 
case  of  police  entrapment  and  provocation. 
According  to  their  attorneys,  the  allega- 
tions were  trumped  up  by  informants,  who 
may  have  been  undercover  agents,  living 
with  them  at  the  time  of  the  police  raid. 
Since  then,  two  other  political  activists, 
Mark  Neiweem  and  Sebastian  Senakie- 
wicz,  have  been  arrested  on  terrorism- 
related  charges,  reportedly  based  on  accu- 
sations by  the  same  police  informers.  A 
spokesman  for  the  National  Lawyers 
Guild  rightly  described  these  charges  as 
an  “effort  to  frighten  people  and  to  dimin- 
ish the  size  of  the  demonstrations.” 

We  demand  that  all  the  charges  be 
dropped!  Hands  off  the  anti-NATO 
protesters!  ■ 


25  MAY  2012 


11 


WORKERS  VAHCUARD 


Student  Strike  Shakes  Quebec 


Left:  Students  striking  against  tuition  hikes  block  entrance  to  College  Lionel-Groulx  in  Sainte-Therese,  May  15.  Right:  Riot  cops  later 
assault  strikers.  We  demand:  Drop  all  charges  against  Quebec  strikers  and  their  supporters! 


Mobilize  the  Power 
of  the  Working  Class! 


MAY  22 — We  reprint  below  the  transla- 
tion of  a French-language  supplement  to 
Spartacist  Canada  issued  on  May  17  by 
the  Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste, 
Canadian  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League  (Fourth  Internation- 
alist). Since  the  supplement  was  issued, 
the  Quebec  government  has  enacted  a dra- 
conian “emergency  law"  in  an  attempt  to 
break  the  student  strike.  The  law,  passed 
on  the  evening  of  May  18.  bans  any  pro- 
tests in  or  outside  the  schools,  severely 
restricts  all  other  protests  and  threatens 
huge  fines  against  groups  or  individuals 
who  defy  these  edicts. 


Young  Spartacus 


Student  federations,  trade  unions  and  the 
main  Quebec  nationalist  parties  have  all 
denounced  the  law.  Many  have  compared 
it  to  the  Canadian  government’s  imposition 
of  the  War  Measures  Act  in  October  1970, 
which  saw  hundreds  of  leftists,  national- 
ists and  union  leaders  arrested  as  part  of  a 
move  to  suppress  widespread  social  protest 
in  Quebec.  Within  hours  of  the  law’s  adop- 
tion, at  least  10,000  students  and  their  sup- 
porters took  to  the  streets  of  Montreal  in 
protest.  Police  attacks  on  student  protest- 
ers continued  over  the  following  evenings, 
with  more  than  300  arrested  on  May  20 
alone.  On  May  22.  at  least  300.000  people 
marched  in  solidarity  with  the  students  and 
to  protest  the  government's  emergency  law. 

*  *  * * 

The  2012  student  strike  has  been  the 
longest  in  Quebec  history.  After  more 
than  three  months,  about  160.000  students 
remain  on  strike,  boycotting  classes  and 
shutting  down  universities  and  Cdgeps 
(junior  colleges)  with  mass  pickets,  often 
in  defiance  of  court  injunctions.  There 
have  been  well  over  1.000  arrests  and 
protesters  have  faced  brutal,  near-daily 
assaults  by  the  police. 

The  student  struggle  has  intersected  and 
heightened  a growing  social  crisis  in  Que- 
bec. The  governing  Liberal  Party  of  Jean 
Charest  is  deeply  unpopular  and  mired  in 
scandals.  The  200.000-strong  Montreal 
rally  in  support  of  striking  students  on 
March  22  was  one  of  the  largest  demon- 
strations in  Canadian  history.  One  month 
later,  the  Earth  Day  demo,  usually  little 
more  than  a charity  parade,  drew  a quar- 
ter million  people,  many  of  whom  raised 
slogans  against  both  the  Quebec  Liberals 
and  the  ruling  federal  Conservatives. 

The  strike  has  shown  the  depth  of  anger 
and  defiance  among  Qu^bdcois  youth. 


who  have  kept  this  massive  struggle 
going  despite  vicious  state  repression  and 
bourgeois  media  slander.  With  staggering 
levels  of  youth  unemployment  and  pov- 
erty in  Quebec,  there  is  reason  for  anger. 
At  the  same  time,  this  months-long  bat- 
tle has  illustrated  in  a fundamental  way 
the  limitations  of  a struggle  that  has  not 
been  connected  to  the  social  power  of  the 
working  class. 

The  capitalist  rulers  around  the  world 
aim  to  make  workers  and  the  oppressed 
pay  for  the  financial  crisis  that  is  a direct 
product  of  the  bourgeois  profit  system. 
(Prime  Minister  Stephen]  Harper’s  Con- 
servatives have  attacked  the  unions  at 
Canada  Post,  Air  Canada  and  elsewhere, 
while  bringing  down  austerity  measures 
against  public  sector  workers.  Workers  in 


Chicago 

MAY  21 — Over  10,000  people  marched 
in  Chicago  yesterday  as  part  of  a week  of 
protests  against  the  annual  summit  meet- 
ing of  the  U.S.-dominated  NATO  imperial- 
ist military  alliance.  This  gathering  of  war 
criminals,  hosted  by  U.S.  Commander-in- 
Chief  Obama  in  his  hometown,  takes  place 
against  a backdrop  of  the  now  decade-long 
U.S./NATO  occupation  of  Afghanistan 
and  last  year's  bombing  of  Libya,  not  to 
mention  the  ongoing  austerity  forced  on 
working  people.  Down  with  NATO! 

To  shield  NATO’s  bloody  imperialist 
rulers  from  justified  outrage.  Obama’s 
former  henchman  and  current  Democratic 
mayor  Rahm  Emanuel  imposed  a state  of 
siege  on  Chicago.  In  the  months  leading 
up  to  the  protests,  Emanuel  rewrote  city 
ordinances  to  limit  the  rights  of  dem- 
onstrators, including  by  placing  sweep- 
ing restrictions  on  permits.  In  one  case. 


Quebec  have  had  to  taste  the  strikebreak- 
ing medicine  of  Quebecor.  Aveos.  Rio- 
Tinto  and  more.  The  student  strike,  pre- 
cipitated by  the  Charest  government's  plan 
to  impose  a 75  percent  tuition  increase, 
has  marked  something  of  a break  in  the 
mostly  one-sided  war  that  the  bosses  are 
waging  on  workers  and  the  oppressed. 

The  bourgeoisie  and  its  media  mouth- 
pieces inveigh  against  the  students'  "vio- 
lence" and  "irresponsibility.”  Yet  for  the 
last  several  years  the  utter  venality  of  the 
ruling  class  has  been  on  full  display  in 
Quebec.  There  has  been  a never-ending 
string  of  corruption  revelations  involv- 
ing mayors  and  Liberal  cabinet  minis- 
ters, including  Education  Minister  Line 
Beauchamp,  who  quit  under  the  pres- 
sure of  the  student  strike.  This,  together 


National  Nurses  United,  whose  members 
are  facing  a wage-  and  benefit-slashing 
offensive,  was  forced  to  cancel  a march  it 
had  planned  to  accompany  its  rally. 

Thousands  of  National  Guardsmen. 


with  daily  revelations  of  construction 
and  engineering  firms'  illegal  kickbacks, 
provides  a sharp  contrast  to  the  courage 
and  vibrancy  of  the  student  activists.  The 
infamous  "five  percent" — the  unspoken 
public  construction  "tax”  that  ends  up  in 
the  pockets  of  various  agents  of  the  mafia 
and  the  Hells  Angels,  helping  in  turn  to 
finance  "friendly"  politicians — is  a prac- 
tice as  old  as  the  hills  in  Quebec.  The 
federalist  Liberal  Party  is  particularly 
shameless,  but  such  dealings  happened 
under  Parti  Quebecois  (PQ)  administra- 
tions as  well.  And  the  notoriously  brutal 
cops  of  the  Montreal  SPVM  and  provin- 
cial Surety  du  Quebec,  whose  mutual 
enmity  is  legendary,  have  never  been  as 
united  as  when  bashing  students'  heads. 

From  the  opposition  benches,  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  PQ  has  given  lip 
service  to  supporting  the  students  as  an 
electoral  move  against  Charest.  This  is  a 
cynical  ploy  by  a party  that  only  recently 
attacked  the  Liberals  for  being  too  "timid” 
in  their  drive  to  slash  spending  and  bal- 
ance the  budget.  The  PQ  itself  tried  to  jack 
up  tuition  fees  when  it  was  in  government 
continued  on  page  9 


active-duty  troops  and  deputized  cops 
from  as  far  away  as  North  Carolina 
descended  on  the  city.  Police  brutally 
attacked  protesters,  with  arrests  now 
continued  on  page  1 1 


Defend  Anti-NATO  Protesters ! 


Police  attack  protesters  near  NATO  summit  meeting  in  Chlcago?iwayd/20.TimeS 


12 


25  MAY  2012 


WORKERS  VANGUARD  m 

No-  1004 SE5--  8 June  2012 


Quebec:  Mass  Defiance 
of  Anti-Protest  Law 


Broad  Support  for 
Student  Strike 


JUNE  4 — The  nearly  four-month 
student  strike  in  Quebec,  which  was 
sparked  by  proposed  massive  tuition 
hikes,  has  now  escalated  into  a major 
social  crisis.  Fueling  protest  is  the 
repressive  Law  78 — popularly  known 
as  the  "loi  des  matraques"  (law  of  the 
nightsticks).  This  measure  was  enacted 
on  May  18  by  the  widely  despised  pro- 


vincial Liberal  government  after  up  to 
200,000  students  throughout  Quebec 
had  boycotted  classes  and  shut  down 
the  campuses  with  mass  pickets,  often 
in  defiance  of  court  injunctions.  Stu- 
dents have  faced  brutal,  near  daily 
assaults  by  the  police.  The  emergency 
law  bans  any  protests  in  or  outside  the 
continued  on  page  9 


^ Tours  de  greve, 

1<w  TOURS  de  MEPRfS/ 


Michel  Giroux 

Montreal,  May  22:  300,000-strong  demonstration  in  support  of  striking  students 
and  against  Law  78.  Banner  reads,  "100  days  of  strike,  100  days  of  contempt!" 


The  Euro  Crisis  and  the  French  Elections 


Socialist  Party 
Takes  Charge 
of  Austerity 


JUNE  I — The  May  6 elections  in  Greece 
and  France  were  the  latest  in  which  rul- 
ing parties  in  Europe  have  been  voted  out 
amid  growing  anger  over  the  austerity 
dictates  of  the  imperialist  European 
Union  (EU)  and  International  Monetary 
Fund  (IMF).  Led  by  Germany,  the  EU 
demands  that  working  people,  particu- 
larly in  those  countries  most  racked  by 
the  capitalist  economic  crisis,  pay  for 
the  bailout  of  failing  banks  through 
mass  unemployment,  the  sacrifice  of  pen- 
sions and  other  attacks  on  their  lives  and 
livelihoods. 

As  we  reported  last  issue,  the  dominant 
EU  powers  are  strong-arming  weaker 
member  states  into  adopting  a “Fiscal 
Treaty”  that  would  enshrine  the  condi- 
tions of  the  bailouts  and  permanent  aus- 
terity in  their  constitutions  (“Irish  Rulers 
Push  Attacks  on  Working  People,”  WV 
No.  1003,  25  May).  Under  heavy  pressure 
from  EU  leaders,  the  Irish  government 
rammed  through  approval  of  this  treaty 
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in  a referendum  yesterday,  although  only 
half  of  those  eligible  bothered  going  to 
the  polls,  and  working-class  districts  in 
Dublin  voted  heavily  against  the  measure. 

The  results  of  EU/IMF  policies  can 
be  seen  in  outright  starvation,  in  the  sui- 
cides of  older  workers  and  ruined  small 
businessmen  and  in  exploding  numbers 
of  homeless  people — from  those  sleeping 
in  Athens*  subway  stations  to  men  living 
on  the  streets  of  Italian  cities  and  towns 
because  they  cannot  meet  child  support 
and  alimony  payments.  And  the  imperial- 
ist bloodsuckers  promise  more  of  the  same. 

Germany  under  Angela  Merkel  is  not 
budging  in  its  demands  that  Greece  con- 
tinue to  slash  spending  as  a condition 
of  remaining  in  the  euro  currency  zone. 
Greece  is  heading  into  a second  round  of 
parliamentary  elections  on  June  17  after 
none  of  the  top  vote-getters  in  the  first 
round — New  Democracy,  Syriza  (Coali- 
tion of  the  Radical  Left)  and  PASOK— 
were  able  to  cobble  together  a new  gov- 
erning coalition.  The  bourgeois  parties 
that  ran  the  previous  government.  New 
Democracy  and  PASOK.  lost  ground  to 
Syriza,  which  benefited  from  mass  anger 
over  the  economic  crisis  by  promising  to 
continued  on  page  6 


Top:  Hours  after  his  May  15  inauguration,  French  president  FrancoTs  Hoi  la  nde 
visits  German  chancellor  Angela  Merkel  in  Berlin.  Bottom:  Protest  aqainst 
austerity  measures  in  Barcelona,  May  12. 


From  the  International  Communist  League  Archives 


“Homosexual  Oppression  and 
the  Communist  Program” 


This  August  marks  the  35th  anni- 
versary of  the  conference  at  which  the 
Red  Flag  Union  (RFU,  formerly  Lav- 
ender & Red  Union)  and  the  Spartacist 
League  merged  their  organizations  and 
political  futures.  The  Lavender  & Red 
Union,  which  was  founded  in  Los  Ange- 
les in  1974,  originally  defined  itself  as 
a “Gay  liberation-Communist  organiza- 
tion." At  the  time,  its  members,  who  felt 
a “cultural  and  political  identity  with 
our  people  and  work  for  our  liberation," 
had  not  yet  entirely  broken  from  the  gay 
milieu’s  sectoralism — the  notion  that 
each  oppressed  sector  of  society  should 
organize  separately  for  its  own  libera- 
tion. But  they  also  realized  that  their  aim 
of  socialist  revolution  necessitated  the 
building  of  a vanguard  party  to  fight  in 
the  interests  of  the  working  class  and  all 
the  oppressed.  Three  years  later,  at  the 
point  of  fusion,  an  RFU  spokesman  said: 
"We  did  not  know  that  we  were  founded 
on  a political  contradiction." 


Workers  Vanguard  No.  172, 
9 September  1977  (Excerpt) 


The  RFU  was  assiduously  courted 
and  patronized  by  other  groups  on  the 
left,  from  the  socialist-feminist  Freedom 
Socialist  Party  to  the  anti-Soviet  Shacht- 
manite  Revolutionary  Socialist  League 
(RSL).  In  contrast,  the  SL  sharply  con- 
fronted the  RFU,  seeking  to  clarify  the 
contradiction  between  their  gay  lifestyl- 
ism  and  sectoralism  on  the  one  hand  and 
the  Marxist  program  to  build  a proletar- 
ian, revolutionary  internationalist  party 
as  a Leninist  “tribune  of  the  people”  on 
the  other.  Thus,  the  fusion  of  the  RFU 
and  SL  was  widely  seen  and  excoriated 
by  our  opportunist  opponents  as  some 
kind  of  “unnatural  act." 

The  August  1977  fusion  conference 
marked  the  culmination  of  three  years  of 


TROTSKY 


On  Economic  and 
Political  Struggle 

In  a report  to  Friedrich  Bolte,  a lead- 
ing member  of  the  First  International  in 
New  York,  Karl  Marx  spelled  out  how  the 
basic  economic  struggles  of  the  working 
class  give  rise  to  political  struggle  against 
the  ruling  capitalist  class.  The  instrument 
necessary  to  advance  this  struggle  toward 
overturning  the  capitalist  order  is  a revolu- 
tionary workers  party  forged  in  the  fires  of 
class  battles. 


LENIN 


The  political  movement  of  the  working  class  naturally  has  as  its  final  object  the  con- 
quest of  political  power  for  this  class,  and  this  requires,  of  course,  a previous  organisa- 
tion of  the  working  class  developed  up  to  a certain  point,  which  arises  from  the  eco- 
nomic struggles  themselves. 

But  on  the  other  hand,  every  movement  in  which  the  working  class  comes  out  as  a 
class  against  the  ruling  classes  and  tries  to  coerce  them  by  pressure  from  without  is  a 
political  movement.  For  instance,  the  attempt  in  a particular  factory,  or  even  in  a par- 
ticular trade,  to  force  a shorter  working  day  out  of  the  individual  capitalists  by  strikes, 
etc.,  is  a purely  economic  movement.  The  movement  to  force  through  an  eight-hour  law, 
etc.,  however,  is  a political  movement.  And  in  this  way,  out  of  the  separate  economic 
movements  of  the  workers  there  grows  up  everywhere  a political  movement,  that  is 
to  say  a movement  of  the  class,  with  the  object  of  achieving  its  interests  in  a general 
form,  in  a form  possessing  general,  socially  binding  force.  Though  these  movements 
presuppose  a certain  degree  of  previous  organisation,  they  are  in  turn  equally  a means 
of  developing  this  organisation. 

Where  the  working  class  is  not  yet  far  enough  advanced  in  its  organisation  to  under- 
take a decisive  campaign  against  the  collective  power,  i.e.  the  political  power,  of  the 
ruling  classes,  it  must  at  any  rate  be  trained  for  this  by  continual  agitation  against,  and 
a hostile  attitude  towards,  the  policies  of  the  ruling  classes. 

— Karl  Marx,  “Letter  to  Bolte,”  November  1871 
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the  RFU’s  political  development,  espe- 
cially the  several  months  of  intense  dis- 
cussion and  political  collaboration  with 
the  SL.  Two  key  questions  that  figured 
in  the  SL-RFU  discussion  and  domi- 
nated the  RFU’s  “Stonewall  77"  Confer- 
ence were  the  class  nature  of  the  Soviet 


Union  as  a degenerated  workers  state 
and  the  necessity  of  a Leninist  vanguard 
party.  The  debate  over  these  and  other 
programmatic  questions  precipitated  a 
split  in  the  RFU.  The  majority  was  won 
to  the  Leninist-Trotskyist  Spartacist 
League,  while  a minority  joined  the  anti- 
Soviet,  gay-lifestylist  RSL. 

This  was  a fusion  in  the  best  Lenin- 
ist sense.  The  SL  gained  valuable  cadre, 
who  entered  the  organization  with  pro- 
portional representation  on  leading  party 
continued  on  page  10 


Red  Flag  Union 
conference 
in  Los  Angeles, 
June  1977. 
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Toll  Group  Port  Truckers  Win  Union 


Los  Angeles 

Braving  anti-union  intimidation,  harass- 
ment and  firings,  port  truckers  who  trans- 
port apparel  for  the  Toll  Group  at  the  Port 
of  Los  Angeles  voted  46  to  15  on  April 
11  to  join  the  Teamsters  union.  The  mili- 
tancy and  determination  of  the  Toll  Group 
drivers  were  key  in  this  organizing  vic- 
tory. Their  fight  could  inspire  efforts  to 
unionize  by  the  overwhelmingly  immi- 
grant port  truckers  on  the  West  Coast  and 
nationwide  who  are  a vital  link  in  the  vast 
cargo  chain.  This  in  turn  would  strengthen 
the  fighting  capacity  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU) 
and  International  Longshoremen's  Asso- 
ciation (1LA),  which  are  increasingly  iso- 
lated bastions  of  union  power  amid  a sea 
of  unorganized  workers  at  the  ports. 

The  Toll  Group  organizing  campaign 
started  last  summer  at  the  Los  Angeles/ 
Long  Beach  port  complex,  which  employs 
some  10,000  truckers.  The  largely  Latino 
immigrant  Toll  drivers — who  are  among 
the  few  port  truckers  considered  direct 
employees  rather  than  independent  con- 
tractors— wanted  to  combat  degrading 
and  dangerous  job  conditions.  Drivers 
routinely  face  retaliation  for  reporting  any 
safety  issues.  The  Toll  bosses  would  not 
even  allow  truckers  into  company  rest- 
rooms, instead  forcing  them  to  use  filthy 
portable  johns  with  no  running  water. 
As  Toll  driver  Karael  Vallecillo  put  it,  ‘‘I 
didn’t  come  to  this  country  to  be  treated 
like  an  animal  just  because  of  my  back- 
ground" (In  These  Times , 13  April). 

Last  fall,  26  Toll  truckers  were  fired 


CLUE 

Toll  Group  truckers  at  Port  of  Los  Angeles  celebrate  after  winning  union 
recognition  on  April  11. 


after  wearing  Teamsters  T-shirts  on  the 
job  to  protest  the  lack  of  sanitary  facili- 
ties and  signal  their  aim  to  organize  a 
union,  as  some  200  unionists  and  sup- 
porters rallied  outside.  The  company  also 
attempted  to  intimidate  workers  by  hold- 
ing biweekly  mandatory  anti-union  meet- 
ings. (Toll  recently  forced  its  truckers  in 
Newark,  New  Jersey,  to  attend  a similar 
meeting  to  forestall  organizing  there.) 

In  December,  Toll  driver  Xiomara  Perez 
and  four  other  port  truckers  from  both  the 
West  and  East  Coasts  wrote  a pro-union 
open  letter  to  the  Occupy  movement 


describing  conditions  under  which  truck- 
ers toil: 


"We  receive  Third  World  wages  and 
drive  sweatshops  on  wheels.  We  cannot 
negotiate  our  rates.  (Usually  we  are  not 
allowed  to  even  see  them.)  We  are  paid 
by  the  load,  not  by  the  hour.  So  when  we 
sit  in  those  long  lines  at  the  terminals, 
or  if  we  are  stuck  in  traffic,  we  become 
volunteers  who  basically  donate  our  time 
to  the  trucking  and  shipping  companies. 
That’s  a nice  way  to  put  it.  We  have  all 
heard  the  words  ‘modern-day  slaves’  at 
the  lunch  stops.  There  are  no  restrooms 
for  drivers.  We  keep  empty  bottles  in  our 
cabs.  Plastic  bags  too.  We  feel  like  dogs.” 


After  a Teamsters-requested  complaint 
was  filed  in  January  by  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Board  (NLRB)  charging 
illegal  retaliation  and  harassment  against 
workers  trying  to  unionize,  the  company 
ratcheted  up  its  anti-union  offensive.  In 
March,  just  weeks  before  the  union  elec- 
tion, Toll  fired  Perez,  a single  mother  of 
three  and  one  of  two  women  among  the 
drivers,  along  with  trucker  Steven  Chavez, 
who  was  also  known  to  be  pro-union. 
Perez  was  sacked  for  making  a pit  stop 
at  a McDonald's  and  Chavez  for  using 
his  lunch  break  to  renew  a Department  of 
Transportation  certificate  required  for  his 
job.  “Toll  is  trying  to  fire  its  way  out  of 
having  a worker’s  union,"  Chavez  noted. 
To  date,  the  two  have  not  been  reinstated. 
While  the  majority  of  the  26  fired  in 
October  are  back  at  work,  several  others 
have  also  not  yet  gotten  their  jobs  back. 
The  Teamsters  and  other  waterfront  work- 
ers should  rally  to  their  defense,  fighting 
to  reinstate  these  drivers. 

Headquartered  in  Australia,  Toll  is  one 
of  the  world’s  largest  transport/logistics 
companies.  In  the  months  leading  up 
to  the  union  election,  members  of  the 
Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU)  from 
the  Toll  Group's  Australian  workforce 
repeatedly  visited  L.A.  in  support  of  the 
unionization  campaign.  Numerous  soli- 
darity statements  were  also  received  from 
transport  unions  and  officials  world- 
wide, many  a part  of  the  International 
Transport  Federation.  The  vice  presi- 
dent of  ILWU  Local  13  in  Los  Angeles 
took  part  in  an  organizing  rally.  Such 
expressions  of  solidarity  are  a positive 
first  step.  But  it  will  take  a class-struggle 
fight,  not  just  statements  of  solidarity,  to 
continued  on  page  II 


Letter 

Reformists  Knifed  1960  NYC  Woolworth’s  Protests 


Bettmann 

Picket  outside  Woolworth’s  in  New  York  City,  13  February  1960. 


Dear  W V, 

The  photo  and  caption  to  the  article 
“For  Black  Trotskyism"  in  WV  No.  1002 
(11  May) — an  excerpt  from  the  July  1963 
document  of  the  same  name  by  the  Revo- 
lutionary Tendency,  a minority  faction  in 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP)  and 
forerunner  of  the  Spartacist  League — 
showed  a 13  February  1960  picket  line 
in  New  York  City  against  Woolworth's. 
This  protest  was  in  solidarity  with  the 
Southern  sit-in  campaign  against  segre- 
gation at  lunch  counters  that  began  on 
1 February  I960  at  a Woolworth’s  in 
Greensboro,  North  Carolina.  The  sit-in 
campaign,  by  mobilizing  large  numbers 
of  young  militants  in  direct  action,  was  a 
watershed  in  the  civil  rights  movement. 
Our  readers  may  be  interested  to  know 
about  the  role  of  the  social  democrats 
and  Stalinists  in  moving  to  squelch  the 
solidarity  movement  in  the  North,  which 
we  wrote  about  previously  in  the  article 
"Socialists  and  the  1960  Woolworth  Sit- 
Ins"  (WV  No.  579,  2 July  1993). 

On  15  February  1960,  supporters  of 
the  Young  Socialist  (YS)  newspaper,  who 
in  April  1960  would  found  the  Young 
Socialist  Alliance  and  formally  affiliate 
with  the  then-Trotskyist  SWP,  launched 
a national  student  campaign  of  picket- 
line protests  in  support  of  the  Southern 
activists.  The  young  socialists  formed  an 
ad  hoc  New  York  Youth  Committee  for 
Integration.  Calling  to  "Boycott  Wool- 
worth's."  the  YS  campaign  immediately 
got  a powerful  response,  with  commit- 
tees and  pickets  soon  spreading  to  Boston. 
Philadelphia.  Minneapolis,  San  Francisco 
and  other  cities.  But  the  picket-line  move- 
ment against  racist  Jim  Crow  quickly  ran 
into  opposition  in  New  York  from  liberal 


and  pacifist  groups  like  the  NAACP  and 
the  Congress  of  Racial  Equality  (CORE), 
as  well  as  the  National  Student  Asso- 
ciation (NSA)  and  the  Young  People’s 
Socialist  League,  which  was  affiliated 
with  the  anti-Communists  of  the  Social- 
ist Party-Social  Democratic  Federation 
(SP-SDF). 

These  groups,  abetted  by  the  reform- 
ist Communist  Party  (CP),  sought  to 
demobilize  the  mass  pickets  with  diver- 
sionary rallies,  pledges  of  "nonviolence” 
and  redbaiting  while  attempting  to  wrest 
leadership  of  the  struggle  away  from  the 
Trotskyists.  Spearheading  the  charge  was 
A.  Philip  Randolph,  the  veteran  liberal 


civil  rights  leader  associated  with  the  SP- 
SDF.  Waving  a copy  of  Young  Socialist 
over  his  head  at  a March  26  rally  in  Har- 
lem, Randolph  "declared  that  he  would 
prefer  no  picket  demonstrations  at  all  to 
united  demonstrations  with  ’Commu- 
nists'.” (The  Militant,  11  April  1960). 

Meanwhile,  the  NSA  and  the  CP  Stalin- 
ists had  packed  a meeting  of  the  Youth 
Committee  and  voted  to  dissolve  it.  The 
liberals  then  formed  a “Metropolitan  Stu- 
dents for  Non-Violent  Civil  Rights  Action” 
group  that  did  nothing  for  three  weeks 
before  finally  holding  a small  picket  of  ten 
white  students.  At  one  of  their  pickets,  the 
CP  urged  the  cops  to  arrest  a KS  salesman 


and  Youth  Committee  members  who  had 
come  to  help  strengthen  the  line.  Against 
such  sabotage,  the  Trotskyists  regrouped 
what  was  left  of  the  Youth  Committee  and 
continued  to  wage  a militant  campaign  in 
New  York  and  elsewhere.  The  YS  took 
up  a call  by  Randolph  for  a mass  rally 
on  May  17,  the  sixth  anniversary  of  the 
Supreme  Court’s  decision  formally  out- 
lawing segregation  in  the  public  schools. 
The  Trotskyists  organized  pickets  in  sev- 
eral cities,  and  the  youth  committee  sub- 
mitted 10,000  boycott  pledges  to  Wool- 
worth's  headquarters  in  NYC. 

In  the  spring  of  1960,  the  liberal  civil 
rights  leaders  Martin  Luther  King  Jr., 
Bayard  Rustin  and  Randolph,  joined  by 
the  SP-SDF  and  CP,  pushed  a strategy 
of  begging  the  two  capitalist  parties  to 
put  some  verbiage  in  favor  of  civil  rights 
in  their  1960  election  platforms.  They 
all  threw  support  to  John  F.  Kennedy's 
Democratic  Party,  with  its  racist  Dixie- 
crat  component  in  the  South.  Forcing 
the  Trotskyists  out  of  leadership  of  the 
Woolworth's  campaign  was  part  of  their 
efforts  to  contain  the  movement  for  civil 
rights  within  the  framework  of  capitalist 
electoral  politics. 

Comradely, 

J.W. 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
alternate  issues  in 
June,  July  and  August. 
Our  next  issue 
will  be  dated  July  6. 
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Freedom  Road  Socialist  Organization: 

Democrats'  Loyal  Maoists 


Young  Spartacus 

Freedom  Road  contingent  at  2012  May  Day  march,  New  York  City. 


American  Maoism  died  a shameful  death 
40  years  ago  when  Mao  Zedong  warmly 
embraced  President  Richard  Nixon  in 
Beijing  at  the  very  moment  that  U.S.  war- 
planes were  bombing  Vietnam.  But  the 
Maoist  group  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization  never  got  the  news.  In  New 
York,  Freedom  Road  (not  to  be  confused 
with  its  identically  named  and  equally 
reformist  split-off  in  the  Midwest  that  pub- 
lishes Fight  Back!)  mostly  works  through 
a front  group  called  the  Revolutionary 
Student  Coordinating  Committee  (RSCC). 
The  keystones  of  Freedom  Road's  identity 
are  guilty  liberalism  and  an  appetite  to  liq- 
uidate into  any  "movement”  regardless  of 
its  program  or  purpose. 

Freedom  Road’s  origins  are  in  the  right 
wing  of  the  U.S.  Maoist  movement,  in 
particular  the  Revolutionary  Communist 
Party  (RCP)  of  the  megalomaniacal  Bob 
Avakian.  The  fragmentation  of  the  Maoist 
organizations  naturally  followed  the  death 
of  Mao  in  1976  and  the  resulting  power 
struggle  in  the  Chinese  Stalinist  bureauc- 
racy. While  Freedom  Road’s  founding 
cadres  doubtless  pride  themselves  on  hav- 
ing (eventually)  broken  from  the  repulsive 
cultism  of  Avakian  to  form  the  Revolu- 
tionary Workers  Headquarters  (RWH), 
its  political  line  remains  defined  not  only 
by  the  reformism  and  class  collabora- 
tion of  Maoism  but  also  by  the  particular 
“theoretical”  contributions  of  Avakian’s 
organization. 

In  line  with  these  traditions,  the  Free- 
dom Road  reformists  tout  their  bogus 
“anti-imperialist”  credentials  while  simul- 
taneously embracing  unity  with  a wing  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  namely,  the  Democratic 
Party:  “We  have  worked  on  national  cam- 
paigns focused  on  the  Democratic  Party, 
but  only  when  they  help  to  promote  an 
anti-racist  and  pro-people  agenda”  ("Fre- 
quently Asked  Questions,”  freedomroad. 
org,  24  August  2005).  No  less  than  the 
Republicans,  the  Democratic  Party  is  a 
bourgeois  party.  No  socialist  worthy  of 
the  name  would  give  even  critical  support 
to  a politician  whose  program  explicitly 
upholds  the  continuance  of  this  inherently 
racist  and  oppressive  capitalist  system. 

Freedom  Road  supported  Obama  for 
president  in  2008.  Its  National  Executive 
Committee  declared  before  the  election, 
“If  Obama  wins  it  will  be  in  celebration 
and  preparation  to  push  him  as  much  as 
possible  to  take  progressive  positions  and 
move  policies  in  the  interest  of  working 
class  and  oppressed  people  here  and  out- 
side of  the  U.S."  (29  October  2008).  Free- 


dom Road  proclaimed  with  “enormous 
pride  and  joy  and  hope”  after  the  election 
that  “Obama’s  Americanism  is  obviously 
preferable  to  live  under  and  provides  the 
more  favorable  terrain  for  the  struggles 
of  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed." 
Their  article  muttered  only  the  most  par- 
enthetical caution  about  Obama's  vow 
to  escalate  the  murderous  occupation  in 
Afghanistan  (“Savor  the  Victory,  Get 
Right  to  Work."  11  November  2008). 

Today — after  Obama’s  administration 
has  deported  well  over  one  million  immi- 
grants, fulfilled  his  campaign  promises  in 
Afghanistan,  bombarded  Libya  and  Pak- 
istan, repeatedly  bailed  out  Wall  Street 
on  the  backs  of  the  workers,  and  esca- 
lated attacks  on  civil  liberties  like  Bush 
on  steroids — Freedom  Road  in  age-old 
opportunist  fashion  is  muting  its  praise 
of  “Obama’s  Americanism.” 

Kneeling  at  the  Altar 
of  Black  Democrats 

The  pro-Democratic  Party  tradition  of 
these  fraudulent  “socialists"  dates  back  to 
their  1985  founding,  a fusion  of  RWH  and 
a group  called  Proletarian  Unity  League 
(PUL).  Writing  about  a later  fusion.  Free- 
dom Road  said,  “Our  organizations  have 
extensive  experience  in  electoral  cam- 
paigns, having  worked  in  the  Jesse  Jack- 
son  [1984  and  1988  Democratic  Party] 
Presidential  campaigns,  in  the  Rainbow 
Coalition,  and  on  local  campaigns  and 
issues”  ("Unity  Statement,”  June  1994). 


From  his  earliest  days  in  the  civil 
rights  movement.  Jesse  Jackson  acted  as 
a fireman  brought  in  to  douse  the  flames 
of  black  revolt  and  herd  angry  people  back 
into  supporting  the  Democratic  Party. 
Notably,  he  enlisted  early  on  in  the  racist 
“war  on  drugs,”  demanding  harsher  laws 
and  applauding  prosecution  of  “offenders.” 
Jackson  infamously  proclaimed,  “We’ve 
lost  more  by  dope  than  by  the  rope."  Thus, 
in  the  despicable  Booker  T.  Washington 
tradition,  Jackson  laid  the  blame  on  black 
people  for  their  oppression  while  belit- 
tling the  struggle  against  racist  terror, 
exemplified  by  the  lynch  rope. 

Today  the  consequences  of  the  “war 
on  drugs”  are  plain  to  see:  the  racist  cops 
are  given  the  go-ahead  to  stop  and  search 
millions  of  black  and  Latino  youth  at 
will  and  hand  them  over  to  be  ground  up 
by  the  capitalist  courts  and  prisons.  Free- 
dom Road  and  its  forebears,  and  indeed 
all  those  opportunist  “leftists"  who  built 
support  for  Jesse  Jackson,  have  their  own 
little  share  of  responsibility  for  the  mass 
incarceration  resulting  from  the  racist 
“war  on  drugs.” 

Nothing  could  be  further  from  the 
mind  of  Freedom  Road  than  learning  any- 
thing from  history.  Indeed  they  continue 
to  promote  the  lie  that  the  real  gains  for 
the  working  class  and  oppressed  are  won 
through  the  ballot  box,  not  through  strug- 
gle: “Electoral  politics  has  been  and  will 
remain  an  important  realm  of  political 
struggle  for  working  people,  to  improve 
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All  summer  and  tall,  Slack  trade  unionists  w New  Jersey  signed  up  new  voters  on  streetoomers,  w churches  and  in  union  meetings,  at 
registration  taUes  hung  with  posters  readrng  ’Altar  Al  We  Have  Been  Through  How  DARE  u NOT  VOTE’ 

That  about  says  A all.  Without  the  courageous  efforts  ot  students  and  sharecroppers  In  the  1960s  to  register  Hack  voters  In  the  Jim 
Crow  south,  there  would  be  no  Obama  victory  today  Even  10  years  ago  no  one  could  have  imagined  a person  of  African  descent 


Left:  Freedom  Road,  which  supported  Obama's  2008  campaign,  said  his  “victory  marks  a new  milestone  in  the  battu 
for  democracy  in  the  US."  Right:  Commander-in-Chief  congratulates  new  recruits  for  enforcing  racist  "law  and  order 
Columbus  Police  Academy  graduation,  Ohio,  2009. 


their  daily  lives"  (ibid.).  No  better  than 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO),  Workers  World  Party  and  so  many 
others  who  falsely  claim  to  be  socialists, 
Freedom  Road  uses  the  black  Democrats 
as  the  wrapping  in  which  to  package  its 
support  for  this  capitalist  party.  If  any- 
thing they  are  more  open  about  it:  the 
ISO  for  example  normally  stops  short 
of  explicitly  pushing  the  ballot  box  as  a 
vehicle  for  political  “struggle,"  while  of 
course  pandering  to  illusions  in  the  Dem- 
ocrats by  celebrating  Obama’s  victory. 

The  prominent  role  of  black  politicians 
in  the  Democratic  Party  is  a direct  result  of 
the  bourgeoisie’s  need  to  derail  the  explo- 
sive struggles  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
of  the  1960s  by  teaching  activists  to  look 
to  the  federal  government  and  to  the  elec- 
tion of  Democrats  to  bring  supposed  liber- 
ation from  racist  oppression.  Long  before 
Obama,  black  mayors  were  installed  in 
one  major  city  after  another  to  put  a lid 
on  the  ghetto  upheavals,  which  were  a des- 
perate response  to  the  inability  of  formal 
civil  rights  gains  to  address  the  ingrained 
social  oppression  and  discrimination  that 
black  people  endure  in  racist  America. 

Supporting  the  Democrats  stands  fully 
in  the  tradition  of  Stalinist  class  collabo- 
ration, as  practiced  by  Maoists  as  well  as 
by  the  formerly  pro-Soviet  Communist 
Party  (the  latter  has  been  in  bed  with  the 
Democrats  since  Franklin  Roosevelt’s 
“New  Deal”  in  the  1930s).  The  search 
for  an  illusory  “progressive”  wing  of  the 
bourgeoisie  actually  dates  back  to  the 
Russian  Mensheviks.  Ruthlessly  combat- 
ing the  Menshevik  program,  Lenin  and 
his  Bolshevik  Party  fought  for  the  inde- 
pendent mobilization  of  the  proletariat 
and  against  the  illusion  that  any  wing  of 
the  imperialist  bourgeoisie  could  play  a 
progressive  role. 

Publicity  Agents  for 
“Occupy”  Liberalism 

During  the  populist  Occupy  protests  last 
year.  Freedom  Road  mouthed  empty  plati- 
tudes against  “the  danger  of  the  Occupy 
movement  being  coopted  by  the  system, 
particularly  by  the  Democratic  Party." 
But  the  whole  point  was  to  stave  off  any 
notions  of  breaking  with  the  Democrats 
entirely:  “There  is  in  fact  an  equal  danger 
in  a political  line  that  says  we  should  have 
nothing  whatsoever  to  do  with  the  Demo- 
crats in  any  way”  (“The  Occupy  Move- 
ment: Lessons  for  Revolutionaries,"  30 
October  2011).  Long  before  Occupy  came 
into  existence.  Freedom  Road  redefined 
“socialism”  as  “full  democracy  and  some 
torm  of  public  direction  of  the  economy" 
(1991  “Unity  Statement”),  a notion  that 
would  probably  meet  with  approval  from 
the  vast  majority  of  liberal  Occupy  activ- 
ists. In  truth,  socialism  is  about  eliminat- 
ing scarcity  worldwide  through  interna- 
tional socialist  revolutions  that  smash 
capitalism  and  install  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat. 

On  March  17,  comrades  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  exposed  Freedom  Road’s 
reformist  program  at  this  year’s  Left 
Forum  in  New  York.  The  Left  Forum 
was  a three-day  event  sponsored  by  the 
Democratic  Socialists  of  America  (DSA). 
which  seeks  to  turn  angry  Occupy  pro- 
testers into  voting  cattle  for  the  Demo- 
crats. At  a workshop  titled  “The  Occupy 
Motion  and  the  Revolutionary  Process," 
featuring  Freedom  Road  spokesman  Eric 
Odell  and  two  speakers  from  the  League 
of  Revolutionaries  for  a New  America, 
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the  panelists  fatuously  hailed  the  petty- 
bourgeois  Occupy  protests  as  a “revolu- 
tionary process." 

Against  Odell’s  claim  that  the  Occupy 
protests  were  “implicitly  anti-capitalist,”  a 
Spartacist  comrade  pointed  out  that  these 
protests  were  petty-bourgeois  and  populist, 
submerging  any  working-class  component 
into  the  so-called  “99  percent” — a term  that 
treats  workers,  their  supervisors  and  the 
cops  as  all  part  of  the  “middle  class"  with 
supposed  common  interests.  He  explained 
that  the  program  of  the  Occupy  movement 
“was  to  clean  up  and  reform  capitalism"  and 
achieve  true  “democracy"  for  all  within  this 
hideously  exploitative,  class-divided  soci- 
ety. Our  comrade  noted  that  we  defended 
the  Occupy  protesters  against  the  cops  and 
intervened  into  the  protests  with  our  revo- 
lutionary program  in  frank  opposition  to 
Occupy ’s  pro-Democratic  politics,  which 
Freedom  Road  tails  after  today.  He  exposed 
the  supposed  "socialists"  on  the  panel  for 
not  even  mentioning  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  is  a dead  end  for  struggle. 

Odell  replied  by  exhorting  the  audi- 
ence to  put  its  faith  in  the  wisdom  of 
the  Occupy  protesters.  "The  collective 
wisdom  of  the  masses  is  greater  than 
any  one  smart  person  or  even  any  single 
organization....  We  just  need  to  get  out 
there  and  build  the  movement."  Bolshevik 
leader  Lenin  had  nothing  but  contempt  for 
the  reformists  of  his  time  who  “kneel  in 
prayer  to  spontaneity,  gazing  with  awe... 
upon  the  ‘posterior’  of  the  Russian  prole- 
tariat” ( What  Is  To  Be  Done?).  Freedom 
Road  gazes  with  awe  upon  the  posterior 
of  the  petty-bourgeois  liberals.  Another 
comrade  at  the  workshop  pointed  out  that 
the  “movement"  Freedom  Road  was  busy 
building  in  2008  was  the  movement  to 
elect  America’s  next  top  war  criminal. 

The  “Mass  Line”: 

Regurgitated  Reformism 

During  the  March  17  workshop  Odell 
offered  his  organization’s  theoretical  justi- 
fication for  its  craven  reformist  cheerlead- 
ing: the  so-called  Principle  of  the  Mass 
Line.  In  his  presentation  Odell  defined 
this  “principle”:  “Revolutionaries  should 
get  out  and  work  and  struggle  among  the 
masses,  on  the  same  level  as  them....  You 
don't  stand  on  the  sidelines  and  hector  the 
masses  or  get  so  far  out  in  front  of  them 
that  they  don’t  follow  you,  or  run  along 
behind  them  trying  to  catch  up.  We  believe 
-that  this  principle  applies  everywhere,  in 
all  situations.” 

The  “mass  line"  is  nothing  but  warmed- 
over  social-democratic  reformism.  It  is 
a justification  in  different  words  for  the 
time-dishonored  minimum-maximum  pro- 
gram exemplified  by  the  practice  of  the 
German  social  democracy,  which  became 
infamous  for  voting  for  war  credits  for  its 
own  bourgeoisie  during  the  first  imperial- 
ist world  war.  According  to  this  “principle,” 
actually  arguing  the  need  for  socialism  is 
reserved  for  occasional  Sunday  speech- 
ifying, while  the  real  program  is  pushing 
the  idea  of  the  reform  of  capitalism  in 
political  work  all  day  and  every  day. 

In  the  hands  of  Freedom  Road,  the  “mass 
line”  is  an  explicit  justification  for  tell- 
ing people  whatever  you  think  they  want 
to  hear:  you  can  enthuse  over  Obama  or 
accommodate  to  the  suicidal  idea  that  cops 
can  be  allies  of  Occupy  activists,  while 
you  can  put  on  a more  left  face  if  you  hap- 
pen to  encounter  somebody  who  is  what 
Freedom  Road  calls  more  "advanced." 
Needless  to  say,  the  ISO  and  innumerable 
others  are  quite  capable  of  doing  exactly 
the  same  thing  without  having  a “theory" 
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to  justify  their  opportunism. 

What  Freedom  Road  seeks  to  be  “on  the 
same  level”  with  is  thoroughly  bourgeois 
consciousness.  Marxists,  on  the  contrary, 
seek  to  break  the  hold  of  bourgeois  ideol- 
ogy on  the  working  class  and  oppressed 
masses.  We  are  indeed  “far  out  in  front" 
of  the  masses  in  our  principled,  opposi- 
tion to  voting  for  Democrats  or  any  other 
capitalist  party.  But  when  class  struggle 
heats  up  and  consciousness  changes,  the 
workers  will  remember  which  party  told 
them  the  truth  they  did  not  want  to  hear 
at  the  time  as  well  as  which  groups  flat- 
tered their  bourgeois  liberal  prejudices  as 
"revolutionary." 

Freedom  Road  will  eagerly  ditch  its 
"divisive”  socialist  pretensions  and  blend 
into  the  movement  like  chameleons.  In 
response  to  a Frequently  Asked  Ques- 
tion on  their  Web  site.  “Why  don’t  I see 
you  with  banners  and  papers  at  demos?" 
they  admit  they  have  no  print  newspaper 
and  add,  "Overall  we  probably  err  in  a 
’movementist’  direction — focusing  on  the 


broad  movement  and  underplaying  our 
own  independent  public  face.”  A leaflet 
distributed  at  the  March  17  workshop 
baldly  stated,  "The  socialist  Left  must  be 
prepared  to  entertain  the  idea  of  a ‘front’ 
of  parties....  The  assumption  that  there 
will  only  be  one  leading  party  constitutes 
idealism  and  dogmatism”  (“The  Life  of 
the  Party:  Thoughts  on  What  We  Are  Try- 
ing to  Build").  Many  parties,  many  pro- 
grams: Freedom  Road  will  meander  down 
any  path  except  the  road  to  revolution. 

“Anti-Imperialist  People’s  Front”: 
Maoist  Formula  of  Class  Betrayal 

We  fight  for  the  defeat  of  U.S.  impe- 
rialism and  for  the  right  of  all  nations 
to  self-determination.  Unlike  Freedom 
Road,  we  give  no  political  support  to 
capitalist  governments,  including  those 
in  the  oppressed  countries.  Successful 
struggle  against  U.S.  imperialism  in  the 
underdeveloped  countries  requires  work- 
ers revolution  to  overthrow  the  semicolo- 
nial bourgeoisie,  which  ultimately  relies 
on  the  imperialists  and  will  unite  with 
them  at  every  turn  to  destroy  revolution- 
ary struggles  that  threaten  their  rule.  We 
defend  the  Colombian  FARC,  the  Kurdis- 
tan Workers  Party  (PKK)  and  other  guer- 
rilla forces  against  state  repression.  But 
we  do  not  extend  political  support  to  such 
petty-bourgeois  nationalist  groups,  which 
are  hostile  to  the  perspective  of  work- 
ers revolution  to  overthrow  capitalism. 
Nationalism  serves  to  tie  the  proletariat 
to  its  “own”  bourgeoisie.  Motivating  the 
burning  need  for  proletarian  unity  on  an 
internationalist  basis,  Karl  Marx  wrote  in 
the  Communist  Manifesto , "The  working 
men  have  no  country.” 

What  Lenin  explained  in  The  State  and 
Revolution  about  the  centrality  of  the  pro- 
letariat is  no  less  true  in  the  Third  World 
than  in  the  imperialist  countries:  “Only 
the  proletariat — by  virtue  of  the  economic 
role  it  plays  in  large-scale  production — 
is  capable  of  being  the  leader  of  all  the 
working  and  exploited  people,  whom  the 
bourgeoisie  exploit,  oppress  and  crush, 
often  not  less  but  more  than  they  do  the 


proletarians,  but  who  are  incapable  of 
waging  an  independent  struggle  for  their 
emancipation"  (emphasis  in  original). 

Freedom  Road  has  embraced  just  about 
any  left-talking  capitalist  politician  or 
party,  from  President  Hugo  Chavez  in 
Venezuela  to  the  African  National  Con- 
gress in  South  Africa.  Freedom  Road’s 
political  support  to  neocolonial  capitalist 
rulers,  to  anti-proletarian  petty-bourgeois 
nationalist  movements  and,  not  least,  to 
the  Democratic  Party  of  U.S.  imperialism 
are  all  positions  cut  from  the  same  Mao- 
ist cloth. 

While  hostile  to  the  Soviet  bureauc- 
racy after  the  Sino-Soviet  split.  Mao  and 
his  cothinkers  were  no  less  devoted  to 
the  Stalinist  fiction  of  building  social- 
ism in  a single  country  (in  the  case  of 
the  Maoists,  of  course,  the  country  was 
China).  Opposing  the  Leninist  program 
for  workers  revolutions  worldwide,  Mao 
sought  to  buy  the  neutrality  of  the  world 
bourgeoisie  toward  China  by  eschewing 
revolutionary  struggle  abroad.  Like  the 


Kremlin  Stalinists,  Mao  pursued  a policy 
of  class  collaboration  with  supposedly 
“progressive,  anti-imperialist"  capitalists 
in  other  countries,  ostensibly  to  secure 
bourgeois  democracy  in  the  “first  stage,” 
with  socialism  relegated  to  some  mythical 
future  stage. 

One  example  of  the  devastating  con- 
sequences of  such  reformism  resulted 
from  Mao's  and  the  pro-Chinese  Indo- 
nesian Communist  Party’s  (PKI)  support 
to  Sukarno’s  "anti-imperialist”  capitalist 
government  in  the  1960s.  Exactly  as  the 
pro-Soviet  Stalinist  parties  themselves 
had  done  for  decades,  the  PKI  politically 
subordinated  its  supporters  to  "brother" 
Sukarno  rather  than  fighting  for  a social- 
ist revolution  against  imperialism  and 
capitalism.  The  pro-Communist  workers 
were  politically  disarmed  and  defenseless 
when  U.S.-backed  reaction  overthrew  the 
Sukarno  regime  and  slaughtered  over 
a million  people  in  1965-66 — workers, 
peasants  and  members  of  the  ethnic  Chi- 
nese minority.  The  largest  Maoist  party 
outside  China  was  obliterated.  The  Stalin- 
ist/Maoist formula  of  "two-stage  revolu- 
tion" has  been  put  into  practice  in  Spain, 
Chile.  Egypt,  Iran,  and  so  many  other 
countries:  the  first  stage  is  the  commu- 


nists’ political  liquidation  into  bourgeois- 
nationalist  forces.  The  second  stage  is  the 
slaughter  of  the  communists  and  advanced 
workers  at  the  hands  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

Mao’s  program  of  "peaceful  coexis- 
tence” with  "friendly"  capitalist  govern- 
ments led  China  straight  into  the  arms 
of  U.S.  imperialism.  In  1972  Mao  and 
President  Nixon  sealed  an  alliance  against 
the  Soviet  Union  while  American  bombs 
rained  over  Vietnam.  Freedom  Road’s 
forebears  proudly  saluted  Mao’s  alliance 
with  the  U.S.  and  railed  against  “Soviet 
social-imperialism"  as  a greater  enemy  of 
the  workers  and  oppressed  of  the  world 
than  the  mass-murdering  U.S.  imperialists. 

In  contrast,  we  Trotskyists  fought  for 
the  victory  of  the  Vietnamese  Revolution, 
without  placing  political  confidence  in  the 
Vietnamese  Stalinist  leadership,  which 
had  handed  power  back  to  the  capitalist 
rulers  in  the  southern  part  of  the  coun- 
try in  1954  and  sought  to  make  deals  with 
the  imperialists  almost  up  until  the  final 
military  defeat  of  the  U.S.  forces.  Our 


fight  for  revolution  abroad  went  hand  in 
hand  with  pursuing  the  class  struggle  at 
home,  as  we  fought  to  win  antiwar  mili- 
tants to  forthrightly  oppose  the  capital- 
ist system.  In  contrast.  Stalinists,  social 
democrats  and  other  reformists  built  plat- 
forms for  Democratic  Party  politicians 
who  espoused  “peace”  in  Vietnam  only 
because  the  U.S.  was  losing.  As  Trotsky- 
ists we  defended  the  gains  of  the  Rus- 
sian and  Chinese  Revolutions,  calling 
for  workers  political  revolution  to  oust 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracies  and  establish 
Lenin’s  program  of  international  proletar- 
ian revolution. 

Guilty  White  Liberalism 
Serves  Racist  Rulers 

We  reject  the  liberal  illusion  that  black 
equality  can  be  achieved  under  capital- 
ism. We  champion  every  struggle  against 
racial  discrimination  and  seek  to  imbue 
other  anti-racist  militants  with  the  under- 
standing that  black  freedom  requires 
nothing  less  than  smashing  the  capitalist 
system  and  constructing  a socialist  soci- 
ety into  which  black  people  will  be  fully 
assimilated  as  equals. 

This  perspective  is  flatly  counterposed 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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Above:  Hollande 
(far  left)  joins  fascist 
National  Front’s 
Marine  Le  Pen 
(third  from  right)  at 
March  21  service  for 
French  parachutists, 
whose  killings  near 
Toulouse  were 
seized  upon  to 
push  anti-terror 
“national  unity.” 
Right:  Dismantling 
of  immigrant  camp 
by  cops  in  Calais, 
France,  2009. 

Hollande 
will  continue 
deportations  of 
immigrants. 


France... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

alleviate  the  austerity  while  retaining  the 
euro  and  EU  membership  through  which 
the  EU  powers  subordinate  Greece  and 
other  peripheral  European  states. 

The  Financial  Times  (23  May)  reports 
that  "tensions  have  begun  to  emerge 
among  EU  leaders  over  how  hard  a line 
to  take  with  Greece  as  the  prospect  looms 
of  parties  opposed  to  the  country’s  harsh 
bailout  terms  winning  next  month’s  elec- 
tions.” These  tensions  are  seen  in  a devel- 
oping rift  between  Germany  and  France, 
the  number  two  EU  power,  under  its  newly 
elected  Socialist  Party  (PS)  president, 
Francis  Hollande.  In  arguing  to  soften 
the  terms  for  pumping  in  more  funds, 
Hollande  wants  to  give  the  Greek  rulers 
more  time  to  implement  cuts — i.e.,  pro- 
long the  torture.  At  home,  as  the  article 
below  explains,  the  “Socialist”  Hollande 
promises  to  carry  out  the  interests  of  the 
French  capitalist  rulers  by  continuing  the 
austerity,  appealing  to  the  workers,  in  a 
way  that  the  right-wing  Nicolas  Sarkozy 
never  could,  to  accept  new  sacrifices. 

Hollande  and  others  worry  that  German 
intransigence  will  force  Greece  out  of  the 
euro  zone,  with  the  “contagion”  threaten- 
ing to  spread  throughout  Europe’s  weaker 
economies.  Spain  is  in  the  midst  of  an 
expanding  banking  crisis.  The  govern- 
ment takeover  of  Bankia.  a giant  mortgage 
lender,  helped  touch  off  a massive  outflow 
of  foreign  capital,  raising  the  potential  for 
an  increase  in  what  is  already  the  EU’s 
highest  official  unemployment  rate  at  25 
percent.  Any  bailout  of  Spain,  Europe's 
fourth-largest  economy,  would  come  at  a 
much  higher  price  for  the  EU  than  those 
of  Greece,  Portugal  and  Ireland.  Coming 
on  top  of  the  uncertainty  over  Greece, 
the  crisis  in  Spain  has  thrown  the  euro  as 
well  as  European  securities  into  a major 
tumble,  adding  to  the  distinct  possibility 
of  a deepening  and  more  prolonged  world 
recession. 

Yesterday  the  head  of  the  European 
Central  Bank,  Mario  Draghi,  told  the 
European  Parliament  that  the  bank  was 
reaching  the  limits  of  its  powers,  declar- 
ing that  the  structure  of  the  euro  zone 
had  become  “unsustainable  unless  further 
steps  are  undertaken."  Draghi  has  been 
desperately  appealing  to  Europe's  leaders 
to  make  “a  brave  leap  of  political  imagi- 
nation” to  effect  greater  “European  inte- 
gration.” This  is  to  call  for  the  impossible. 

The  International  Communist  League 
has  always  opposed  the  EU,  counterpos- 
ing  the  program  of  proletarian  revolution 
leading  to  a Socialist  United  States  of 
Europe.  As  the  current  crisis  graphically 
reveals,  opposition  to  the  EU  and  the  euro 
is  a necessary  starting  point  for  a class- 
struggle  fight  by  the  workers  of  Europe 
against  their  exploiters  and  oppressors. 
Originally  established  as  an  adjunct  of 
the  U.S.-led  NATO  military  alliance 
against  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state,  from  its  inception  the  EU  has  been  a 
mechanism  by  which  the  combined  capi- 
talist powers  attack  their  own  working 
classes  and  the  dominant  countries  sub- 


ordinate the  weaker  ones.  Although  the 
introduction  of  the  euro  furthered  both 
those  aims,  it  also  embodied  the  contra- 
dictions that  preclude  "European  integra- 
tion" under  capitalism.  As  the  ICL  stated 
in  "For  a Workers  Europe — For  Socialist 
Revolution!”  (VVVNo.  670,  13  June  1997): 
"Control  over  the  quantity  of  money 
within  its  boundaries  is  a basic  economic- 
prerogative  of  a bourgeois  state,  one  nec- 
essarily closely  linked  to  other  instru- 
ments of  economic  policy.  A stable  mon- 
etary system  based  on  the  ’euro’  would 
require  tight  and  permanent  restrictions 
over  taxation  and  government  expenditure 
in  all  the  EU  member  states.  ..  But  since 
capitalism  is  organised  on  the  basis  of 
particular  national  states,  itself  the  cause 
of  repeated  imperialist  wars  to  redivide 
the  world,  it  is  impossible  to  cohere  a sta- 
ble pan-European  bourgeois  state." 

The  following  article,  translated  from 
French  and  adapted  for  WV,  is  taken 
from  Le  Bolchevik  No.  200  (June  2012), 
newspaper  of  our  comrades  of  the  Ligue 
Trotskyste  de  France.  It  is  based  on  a pub- 
lic forum  by  comrade  Alexis  Henri  held 
in  Paris  four  days  after  the  French  presi- 
dential elections. 


BOLCtttVlK* 

First  of  all,  I would  like  to  recall  what 
Friedrich  Engels,  Karl  Marx’s  collabora- 
tor, explained  more  than  100  years  ago: 
The  working  class  cannot  take  power 
through  the  ballot  box;  elections  are 
merely  an  approximate  barometer  of  the 
mood  of  the  masses.  He  wrote: 

“The  possessing  class  rules  directly 
through  the  medium  of  universal  suf- 
frage. As  long  as  the  oppressed  class, 
in  our  case,  therefore,  the  proletariat,  is 
not  yet  ripe  to  emancipate  itself,  it  will 
in  its  majority  regard  the  existing  order 
of  society  as  the  only  one  possible  and, 
politically,  will  form  the  tail  of  the  capi- 
talist class,  its  extreme  Left  wing.  To  the 
extent,  however,  that  this  class  matures 
for  its  self-emancipation,  it  constitutes 
itself  as  a party  of  its  own  and  elects 
its  own  representatives,  not  those  of  the 
capitalists.  Thus,  universal  suffrage  is 
the  gauge  of  the  maturity  of  the  working 
class.  It  cannot  and  never  will  be  anything 
more  in  the  present-day  state;  but  that  is 
sufficient.  On  the  day  the  thermometer  of 
universal  suffrage  registers  boiling  point 
among  the  workers,  both  they  and  the 
capitalists  will  know  where  they  stand.” 
— The  Origin  of  the  Family, 

Private  Property,  and  the  State 
(1884) 

Engels  did  not  live  to  see  it,  but  three 
decades  later  the  Russian  workers  knew 
what  they  had  to  do.  They  had  their  own 
separate  party,  a revolutionary  vanguard 
party  led  by  Lenin,  and  in  the  October 
Revolution  of  1917  they  seized  power, 
not  through  a parliamentary  majority  but 
through  their  own  organs — workers  coun- 
cils, or  soviets — organized  by  factory, 
barrack,  etc.  This  is  our  model:  A work- 
ers government  was  able  to  tackle  poverty 
and  inequality  in  a manner  inconceivable 
under  capitalism,  despite  the  backward- 
ness of  an  agrarian  country  ravaged  by 
war,  and  then  civil  war,  which  Russia 
underwent  after  1917. 

In  the  French  election  campaign, 
the  Socialist  Party’s  Francois  Hollande 
announced  an  anti-working-class  pro- 


gram. There  will  be  no  fight  against  pov- 
erty and  inequality.  Instead  there  will  be 
“fair"  and  equal  austerity  for  all  the  poor. 
He  explained  during  his  TV  debate  with 
Sarkozy  on  May  2 how  he  was  going  to 
restore  the  nation’s  financial  health.  He 
intends  to  pour  hundreds  of  billions  into 
the  banks  to  repay  the  debt  quickly  by 
making  deep  cuts  in  the  budget  (with 
the  exception  of  hiring  more  cops  and 
rescinding  some  of  the  job  cuts  made  in 
education  in  the  last  few  years).  Hollande 
proved  that,  at  bottom,  he  would  carry 
out  the  same  anti-immigrant  policies  as 
his  predecessor  by  deporting  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  immigrants. 

As  for  Sarkozy,  what  we  could  say  about 
him  as  an  epitaph  is  that  he  remarkably 
personified  many  essential  features  of 
the  French  bourgeoisie:  racist  prejudice, 
viciousness,  pettiness,  greed,  arrogance, 
brutality,  the  profound  lack  of  culture  of 
French  imperialism  in  its  period  of  decay. 
This  is  why  the  French  bourgeoisie  chose 
him  with  such  enthusiasm  five  years  ago. 
And  in  the  second  round  of  the  elections, 
he  still  won  comfortable  majorities  in  the 
richest  neighborhoods,  among  retirees 
and  in  rural  areas. 

The  bourgeoisie  finally  got  rid  of  Sar- 
kozy, not  because  of  all  these  “qualities” 
which  reflected  its  own,  but  because  Sar- 
kozy did  not  fulfill  the  promises  he  made 
them.  He  was  not  able  to  sufficiently 
restore  either  the  rate  of  profit  or  the  posi- 
tion of  French  imperialism  vis-^-vis  Ger- 
many. Being  in  a position  of  weakness, 
Sarkozy  had  to  accept  all  the  humiliations 
imposed  by  his  American  and  German 
imperialist  rivals.  The  French  chauvinist 
Hollande  publicly  criticized  him  for  these 
capitulations,  showing  his  own  determi- 
nation to  better  defend  French  imperial- 
ism, particularly  against  Germany. 

Hollande  hopes  to  extort  a bit  of  money 
from  Germany,  using  the  Greek  crisis 
and  relying  on  ultrareactionaries  such 
as  the  Spanish  conservatives,  the  heirs 
of  Franco,  who  are  currently  in  power  in 
Madrid.  In  fact,  in  Europe  the  crisis  is 
only  worsening  given  the  imminent  bank- 
ruptcy of  Greece.  And  this  time,  the  Hol- 
lande government  will  not  be  able  simply 
to  devalue  its  currency  as  previous  popu- 
lar fronts  did  in  autumn  1936  and  autumn 
1981.  That  would  require  reinstating  the 
franc,  which  would  shatter  the  euro  zone 
and  the  entire  EU.  There  is  no  solution 


under  capitalism  except  austerity  for  the 
workers — which  can  only  exacerbate  the 
crisis — and  war,  as  in  1914  and  1939. 

There  is  no  solution  within  the  frame- 
work of  the  Hexagon  (the  territory  of 
France).  All  Hollande  proposed  is  to 
repackage  the  European  super-austerity 
pact  signed  by  Sarkozy  and  Merkel  with 
some  talk  of  “growth.”  We  say:  Down 
with  the  capitalist  European  Union!  We 
counterpose  the  Socialist  United  States  of 
Europe , which  means  the  revolutionary 
overthrow  of  the  capitalist  classes  every- 
where in  Europe  and  a rationally  planned 
economy  across  the  continent,  under  the 
rule  of  soviet  governments. 

For  Proletarian 
Political  Independence 

Hollande  pledged  that  French  work- 
ers would  make  all  necessary  efforts  to 
defend  the  position  of  the  French  bour- 
geoisie. He  even  announced  how  he  would 
do  it:  by  mobilizing  the  union  bureaucrats 
to  tame  the  working  class.  Throughout  his 
campaign,  Hollande  kept  repeating  that  he 
was  going  to  “reconcile  the  French  peo- 
ple,” meaning  that  he  wanted  to  convince 
the  workers  to  stand  shoulder  to  shoulder 
with  the  bosses  and  accept  new  sacrifices, 
since  the  bosses  themselves  will  suppos- 
edly also  contribute  a bit  to  the  common 
national  effort.  Whereas  Sarkozy  divided 
the  French  people  by  waging  a one-sided 
class  struggle  of  the  capitalists  against  the 
workers,  Hollande  proposes  class  collabo- 
ration, or  in  other  words,  that  the  workers 
should  willingly  submit  to  their  exploit- 
ers. A difference  of  style,  not  of  program. 
For  all  these  reasons,  we  called  for  no 
vote  to  Hollande  nor  to  his  left  water  boys 
of  the  NPA  (New  Anti-Capitalist  Party), 
the  Left  Front  and  Lutte  Ouvrtere  (LO). 

The  Left  Front  of  Jean-Luc  M61enchon 
and  the  French  Communist  Party  (PCF) 
bear  particular  responsibility.  The  Left 
Front  was  the  heart  and  soul  of  Hollande’s 
electoral  campaign.  It  remobilized  many 
activists  who  had  been  discouraged  by  too 
many  betrayals  under  the  earlier  Socialist- 
led  governments  of  Francois  Mitterrand 
and  Lionel  Jospin  and  who  were  initially 
determined  to  abstain.  As  Mdlenchon 
quite  rightly  pointed  out  in  the  PCF  news- 
paper THumanite  (10  May):  “Without  our 
four  million  votes,  Sarkozy  would  never 
have  been  defeated.  Without  our  four  mil- 
lion votes,  Hollande  would  never  have 
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February  18:  Union  protest  in  Aulnay-sous-Bois,  suburb  of  Paris,  against  job 
slashing  by  Peugeot  Citroen. 
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won!"  For  Mdlenchon,  this  is  what  mat- 
ters. even  if  his  own  result  of  11.1  percent 
does  not  give  him  enough  clout  to  be  able 
to  push  the  new  capitalist  government  to 
the  left. 

We  say  that  the  workers  must  break  with 
class  collaboration,  with  those  coalitions — 
known  as  “popular  fronts” — between  bour- 
geois formations  like  Jean-Pierre  Chev^ne- 
ment’s  Citizens  Movement,  the  Greens, 
etc.,  and  reformist  workers  parties,  such  as 
the  PS  and  the  PCF.  The  PS  and  PCF  have 
links  with  the  working  class  and  claim  to 
represent  it  in  one  way  or  another,  even 
though  their  leaderships  and  programs  are 
entirely  bourgeois. 

In  France,  these  popular-front  coalitions 
have  been  the  fundamental  form  of  class 
collaboration  at  the  parliamentary  level  for 
the  last  century.  Whether  Hollande  admin- 
isters the  capitalist  state  with  or  without 
the  Greens  or  the  Left  Radicals,  things 
would  not  change  much  for  the  workers, 
and  we  oppose  the  incoming  Hollande 
government  regardless.  However,  govern- 
ing in  a coalition  with  openly  capitalist 
formations  nonetheless  remains  a signifi- 
cant guarantee  for  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  workers  must  break  with  political 
blocs  with  the  bourgeois  enemy  and  strug- 
gle in  their  own  name,  for  their  own  class 
interests.  The  whole  capitalist  system 
rests  on  the  profits  created  by  the  workers, 
who  produce  more  wealth  than  what  they 
receive  in  return  in  wages,  both  direct  and 
indirect.  This  is  why  only  the  working 
class  has  a fundamental  historic  interest 
in  overthrowing  this  system  of  exploita- 
tion. And  it  has  the  power  to  do  so.  pro- 
vided it  is  led  by  a vanguard  party  with  a 
revolutionary  program,  as  was  shown  in 
the  Russian  Revolution.  In  its  struggle  to 
overthrow  capitalism,  the  working  class 
can  and  must  place  itself  at  the  head  of  all 
those  who  are  oppressed  by  this  system, 
whether  because  of  gender,  sexual  orien- 
tation. skin  color  or  nationality. 

Ominous  Success  of 
Fascist  National  Front 

One  significant  element  in  the  elec- 
tion was  the  record  score  of  the  National 
Front  (FN)  candidate.  Marine  Le  Pen, 
both  in  absolute  numbers  and  as  a per- 
centage of  the  vote.  She  got  around  6.5 
million  votes,  which  is  one  million  more 
than  those  received  by  her  father  and  the 
other  fascist  candidate,  Bruno  M^gret,  in 
the  2002  elections.  Bourgeois  commenta- 
tors have  repeatedly  emphasized  that  Le 
Pen  improved  her  scores  in  the  outlying 
suburbs  among  people  seeking  to  own  an 
individual  house  or  being  priced  out  of 
the  city  centers,  strangled  by  the  banks 
and  by  the  drastic  rise  in  gas  prices. 
Meanwhile,  the  dismantling  of  the  wel- 
fare state  and  social  services  is  most  obvi- 
ous in  rural  and  semirural  towns,  which 
no  longer  have  a doctor  nor  sometimes 
even  a school  or  post  office. 

It  is  important  to  remember  not  only 
that  workers  abstain  from  voting  in 
greater  numbers  than  the  bourgeoisie, 
but  also  that  a crucial  part  of  the  working 
class  is  simply  excluded  from  suffrage, 
since  the  bourgeoisie  denies  millions  of 
people  deemed  foreigners  the  right  to 
vote.  The  social  democrat  Francois  Hol- 
lande proposes  to  grant  the  right  to  vote 
to  foreigners  who  have  lived  in  France 
for  a long  time,  but  only  for  local  elec- 
tions. As  for  us,  we  are  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  those  who  are  here,  including 
the  right  to  vote  and  to  be  elected  in  all 
elections. 

The  FN’s  electoral  success  comes  in 
the  context  of  an  acute  economic  crisis, 
in  which  it  has  presented  itself  as  the 
sole  recourse  against  the  popular  front  of 
Hollande-Mdlenchon.  The  popular  front 
serves  to  demobilize  and  then  demor- 
alize the  workers,  paving  the  way  for  a 
resurgence  of  reaction.  Mitterrand’s  1981 
popular  front  launched  racist  campaigns 
against  North  African  workers  in  the  auto 
plants,  which  led  to  an  increase  in  racist 
murders  in  the  banlieues  (suburban  ghet- 
tos) and  to  the  emergence  of  the  FN  on  the 
electoral  level.  The  1997  popular  front  of 
Jospin-Mdlenchon  and  the  PCF’s  Marie- 
George  Buffet  ended  in  2002  when  it  was 
knocked  out  of  the  first  round  of  the  presi- 


dential election  by  Le  Pen  senior,  which 
was  followed  by  ten  years  of  a right-wing 
government. 

Fascism  feeds  on  the  "war  on  terror." 
which  has  primarily  targeted  people  of 
North  African  descent.  On  May  4,  Adl£ne 
Hicheur  was  sentenced  to  five  years  in 
prison.  For  what  "crime"?  For  having 
exchanged  e-mails  with  an  alleged  mem- 
ber of  A1  Qaeda  in  the  Muslim  Maghreb 
(Algeria.  Morocco  and  Tunisia).  Hicheur 
was  convicted  for  having  opinions,  with- 
out so  much  as  a hint  of  a plan  to  carry  out 
terrorist  attacks.  This  is  a sinister  prec- 
edent that  paves  the  way  for  the  prosecu- 
tion of  anyone  declaring  on  Facebook, 
for  example,  that  they  feel  like  stran- 
gling their  boss,  or  of  a trade  unionist 
who  threatens  to  seize  the  properly  of  a 
struck  company.  The  objective  of  the  “war 
on  terror”  is  to  introduce  legislation  and 
case  law  worthy  of  a police  state,  a trend 
that  has  so  far  met  with  little  protest  from 
the  workers  movement.  We  demand:  Free 
Adlene  Hicheur  now! 

Fascism  feeds  off  decades  of  anti- 
working-class austerity,  speedup  and  lay- 
offs implemented  by  right  and  left  govern- 
ments alike.  For  Marxists,  fascism  means 


armed  extraparliamentary  gangs — petty- 
bourgeois  masses  ruined  and  enraged  by 
the  crisis,  mobilized  by  big  capital  to  crush 
the  organized  workers  movement — like 
Mussolini’s  Blackshirts  in  1922  and  Hit- 
ler's stormtroopers  in  1933.  It  is  necessary 
to  insist  that,  for  the  moment,  the  situation 
has  not  reached  this  point,  because  the 
working  class  is  far  from  posing  a direct 
threat  to  bourgeois  rule.  The  National 
Front  is  an  essentially  electoral  phenom- 
enon. Today,  the  vast  majority  of  racist 
crimes  in  France  are  committed  by  cops 
on  duty,  not  by  fascists  as  such.  Moreover, 
the  end  of  the  electoral  campaign  was 
marked  by  support  from  both  Hollande 
and  Sarkozy  for  the  sinister  reactionary 
mobilizations  of  cops  demanding  impu- 
nity after  one  of  their  own  was  accused 
of  shooting  28-year-old  Amine  Bentounsi 
in  the  back. 

But  things  could  change  if  the  economic 
and  social  crisis  gets  worse.  Indeed,  you 
don’t  have  to  look  very  far  to  discover  that 
the  FN  represents  something  much  more 
sinister  than  simple  electoral  gesturing. 
The  chairman  of  the  FN  for  the  Haute- 
Vienne  department,  a certain  Vincent 
Gdrard,  got  caught  last  month,  along  with 
other  FN  supporters,  for  attacking  a bar 
known  as  a left  hangout  with  knives  and 
baseball  bats.  And  two  70-year-old  Mus- 
lims were  recently  beaten  up  in  Amiens 
by  skinhead  supporters  of  Le  Pen. 

What  is  needed  to  counter  murderous 
provocations  by  the  fascists  are  labor / 
immigrant  mobilizations.  The  proletariat 
must  mobilize  its  own  forces  and  take  the 
leadership  of  all  the  minorities  threatened 
by  the  fascists,  to  crush  these  scum  in  the 
egg  before  they  can  crush  the  workers 
movement  itself.  The  workers  movement 
must  defend  banlieue  youth!  The  obsta- 
cles to  such  mobilizations  are  the  chau- 
vinist misleaders  of  the  working  class. 
They  must  be  replaced  by  a new  leader- 
ship, a Bolshevik  vanguard  party  that  acts 


as  the  tribune  of  all  the  oppressed  in  lead- 
ing the  struggle  for  socialist  revolution. 

The  state  serves  the  same  capitalist 
masters  as  the  fascists.  The  police,  the 
army,  the  prison  guards — these  are  the 
official  armed  bodies  whose  job  it  is  to 
maintain  bourgeois  order,  i.e.,  the  system 
of  capitalist  exploitation.  To  call  on  the 
bourgeois  slate  to  ban  the  fascists,  to  pre- 
vent them  from  renting  meeting  rooms 
and  so  on.  is  to  foster  illusions  in  capital- 
ism. Such  bans  are  always  turned  against 
the  workers  movement.  For  example,  in 
June  1968  the  predecessors  of  LO  and 
the  NPA  were  both  banned  by  the  gov- 
ernment using  the  "law  against  seditious 
groups,”  which  was  adopted  in  1936  sup- 
posedly to  ban  the  fascists. 

Transitional  Program  for 
Socialist  Revolution 

M^lenchon,  who  got  more  votes  than 
all  the  left  and  “far  left”  candidates  got 
in  any  presidential  election  in  over  30 
years,  declared  that  he  was  the  only  one 
to  campaign  against  the  National  Front.  In 
fact,  he  spent  his  time  advocating  a demo- 
cratic alliance  against  Le  Pen.  This  boiled 
down  to  reducing  the  struggle  against  fas- 


fascist reaction.  The  fascists  appear  to  be 
the  only  ones  addressing  their  problems, 
promising  openly  and  clearly  to  restore 
their  position... by  organizing  pogroms 
against  immigrants,  homosexuals.  Jews  or 
pedophiles. 

The  cherry  on  the  cake  was  the  TV 
debate  between  Hollande  and  Sarkozy, 
in  which  the  two  competed  for  the  votes 
of  FN  supporters  in  the  second  round  of 
the  elections.  Backward  workers  who  had 
voted  for  Le  Pen  in  the  first  round  voted 
in  large  part  for  Hollande  in  the  second. 
Hollande  made  hardly  any  promises  dur- 
ing this  campaign,  but  we  can  mention 
one:  he  proposes  to  build  more  detention 
camps  to  pursue  the  deportation  of  whole 
families  of  undocumented  immigrants 
under  "good  conditions."  It’s  clear  that 
Sarkozy  legitimized  Le  Pen’s  ideas,  but 
Hollande  did  exactly  the  same  while  pre- 
senting them  in  a more  “politically  cor- 
rect” fashion. 

Mdlenchon’s  campaign  was  also  com- 
pletely imbued  with  French  nationalism. 
We  warned  six  months  ago  that  Mdlen- 
chon’s  protectionist  appeals  lent  legitimacy 
to  Le  Pen’s  protectionism.  His  refusal  to 
oppose  the  capitalist  European  Union  and 
the  euro  left  this  terrain  to  the  fascists, 
who  could  thus  demagogically  blame  the 
EU  for  the  crimes  committed  in  fact  by 
the  French  bourgeoisie. 

The  only  way  for  the  working  class  to 
neutralize  the  fascist  scum  and  hope  to 
rally  behind  it  part  of  the  frightened  petty 
bourgeoisie  is  to  show  that  it  is  determined 
to  sweep  away  the  whole  rotten  capitalist 
system  through  workers  revolution.  It  is 
necessary  to  put  an  end  to  the  dismantling 
of  the  welfare  state  by  right-wing  and 
left-wing  governments  alike.  This  proc- 
ess has  accelerated  since  the  capitalist 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union  20 
years  ago.  What  is  needed  is  a program  to 
shore  up  social  services,  reopen  hospitals, 
abortion  clinics  and  schools  closed  by 
former  Gaullist  president  Jacques  Chirac, 
Jospin  and  Sarkozy.  This  requires  vast 
public  works  programs  and  construction 
of  public  housing,  and  massive  programs 
to  train  qualified  personnel  in  education, 
transport  and  health  care.  The  working 
class  must  set  up  its  own  committees  of 
struggle  to  take  charge  of  these  programs. 

To  fight  against  the  unemployment 
that  is  ravaging  the  working  class,  it  is 
necessary  to  divide  up  the  available  work 
among  all  workers  at  no  loss  in  pay.  For 
30  hours  work  for  40  hours  pay!  Equal 
pay  for  equal  work!  The  division  between 
permanent,  temporary  and  agency  work- 
ers and  subcontractors  must  be  overcome 
through  a struggle  for  the  hiring  of  all 
workers  at  the  same,  highest  status.  The 
perspective  of  pressuring  the  capital- 
ist government,  be  it  right-wing  or  left- 
wing,  to  carry  out  these  demands,  or  to 
"ban  layoffs,"  which  LO  calls  for,  means 
sowing  illusions  that  capitalism  can  sat- 
isfy the  basic  needs  of  the  working  class. 
On  the  contrary,  the  workers  must  them- 
selves take  charge  of  hiring  and  dividing 
the  work,  through  their  unions  and  other 
proletarian  organizations.  This  requires  a 
struggle  for  a revolutionary  leadership  in 
continued  on  page  8 
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cism  to  an  alliance  with  the  forces  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  more  precisely  its  so-called 
“democratic"  wing.  One  could  call  this  an 
“anti-fascist  popular  front.” 

During  the  1930s  economic  crisis,  the 
last  one  comparable  to  the  current  crisis, 
Leon  Trotsky  wrote  hundreds  of  pages 
about  the  rise  of  fascism  and  how  to  fight 
it.  He  explained  that  the  financially  ruined 
petty  bourgeoisie  is  above  all  realistic. 
While  the  petty  bourgeoisie  can  accom- 
modate the  trappings  of  democracy,  it  is 
more  than  ready  to  dispense  with  them 
when  the  democratic  parties,  bourgeois 
and  social-democratic,  have  proven  that 
they  are  incapable  of  resolving  the  petty 
bourgeoisie’s  problems  and  have  brought 
about  its  ruin.  To  the  extent  that  the  lead- 
ers of  the  working  class  tie  the  workers  to 
the  discredited  bourgeois  parties,  they 
can  only  push  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
enraged  by  the  crisis  into  the  arms  of 
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France... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

the  unions,  replacing  the  bureaucrats  who 
are  today  in  the  pay  of  the  bosses. 

The  revolutionary  party  must  tirelessly 
show  the  workers  that  to  elect  Hollande, 
and  then  elect  members  of  the  PS  or  Left 
Front  to  parliament,  is  to  vote  for  the 
attacks  waged  against  the  working  class 
for  the  past  20  years  to  continue.  The  only 
way  to  realize  the  demands  that  are  essen- 
tial for  the  very  survival  of  the  working 
class  is  for  the  proletariat  to  take  power 
through  socialist  revolution.  The  exten- 
sion of  the  revolution  throughout  Europe 
and  beyond  is  the  only  way  to  organize 
the  economy,  once  it  is  collectivized,  on  a 
rational  international  basis,  in  the  interest 
of  all  the  workers  and  oppressed. 

Melenchon: 

Tricolor  “Far  Leftist” 

The  Left  Front’s  Melenchon  geared  his 
entire  campaign  toward  assuming  a presi- 
dential stature,  albeit  somewhat  radical. 
He  wants  to  administer  French  imperial- 
ism himself.  Now,  let’s  leave  aside  for  a 
moment  Melenchon’s  protectionism,  his 
plans  to  reform  the  European  Central 
Bank  so  that  it  really  “serves  the  people,’’ 
his  habit  of  singing  the  Marseillaise  at 
all  his  meetings.  Let’s  take  the  moments 
when,  on  the  contrary,  he  raises  the  ques- 
tion of  racism  against  North  Africans, 
as  he  did  in  Marseille  in  a speech  on  the 
beach,  looking  toward  the  Mediterranean. 
I quote  what  /’ Humaniti  (2  May)  reported: 
“France  cannot  be  the  Republic  and  the 
nation  it  is  unless  it  is  a universalist  nation 
that  gives  every  one  of  its  children  what 
it  believes  is  good  for  the  entire  world. . . . 
We  must  remember  that  the  peoples  of 
the  Maghreb  are  our  brothers  and  sisters. 
We  must  repeat  that  there  is  no  future  for 
France  without  the  Arabs  and  the  Berbers 
of  the  Maghreb.” 

In  any  case,  he  prefers  assimilated  Arabs 
and  Berbers  who  don’t  wear  the  Muslim 
headscarf.  Like  Hollande  and  LO’s  Arlette 
Laguiller,  Melenchon  supported  the  rac- 
ist law  prohibiting  the  headscarf  in  high 
schools.  He  declared  in  Le  Figaro  (22 
November  2003):  "Starting  with  the  ban- 
ning of  the  veil  in  schools,  we  will  seize 
on  a surge  of  secularism,  to  come  back  to  a 
categorical  refusal  to  divide  French  people 
among  each  other  according  to  their  ori- 


Mothers... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

addiction,  it  is  a medical  condition,  treat- 
ment for  which  requires  access  to  decent 
health  care,  free  of  puritanical  moralism. 
We  oppose  punitive  mandatory  drug  tests 
on  pregnant  women  and  newborns,  and 
other  state  interference  into  the  medical 
practices  and  decisions  of  doctors. 

We  also  consider  drug  use,  prostitu- 
tion and  gambling  as  “crimes  without 
victims"  and  call  for  their  decriminal- 
ization. Anti-drug  laws  are  used  purely 
to  regiment  and  repress  the  population. 
The  bipartisan  "war  on  drugs”  is  a racist 
war  on  black  people  and  the  poor  and  has 
granted  the  state  greater  powers  to  invade 
people’s  lives  and  homes,  of  which  Ala- 
bama’s chemical  endangerment  law  is  an 
example. 

Last  November,  when  a “personhood” 
measure  was  on  the  ballot  in  Missis- 
sippi, Republican  presidential  candidate 
Mitt  Romney  made  clear  that  he  would 
support  a Constitutional  amendment 
to  define  life  as  starting  at  conception. 
While  the  GOP  is  forthright  in  its  assault 
on  women’s  rights,  the  Democratic  Party 
is  no  alternative.  Obama  has  also  pan- 
dered to  religious  reaction,  from  over- 
ruling the  FDA’s  approval  of  the  "morn- 
ing after"  birth  control  pill  for  teens  to 
agreeing  to  exclude  women  working  at 
Catholic  institutions  from  mandatory 
contraceptive  health  insurance  coverage. 
Both  capitalist  parties  are  committed  to 
advancing  the  interests  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie and  seek  to  buttress  the  institution  of 
the  family — the  main  source  of  women’s 
oppression — which  along  with  religion 


gins.  In  short,  this  is  the  concept  of  a nation 
defined  by  its  republican  principles." 

In  all  religions,  the  veil  is  both  a sym- 
bol and  an  instrument  of  women’s  oppres- 
sion. But  we  have  consistently  opposed 
these  racist  laws,  which  only  increase 
the  oppression  of  women  who  wear  the 
headscarf.  Secularism  was  historically 
synonymous  with  the  struggle  against  the 
influence  of  the  Catholic  church  over  the 
French  state.  Now  it  is  coded  language 
for  hunting  down  not  so  much  Muslims 
as  people  who  “look  Muslim,”  as  Sar- 


slaughtering native  populations  and  dis- 
possessing the  survivors  in  the  process. 
Forced  labor  was  officially  abolished  in 
the  colonies  of  “French"  West  Africa  only 
after  World  War  II.  The  bourgeois  “repub- 
lic" that  Mdlenchon  praises  was  in  fact 
definitively  established  on  the  ashes  of 
the  Paris  Commune  in  1871,  when  tens  of 
thousands  of  revolutionary  workers  were 
slaughtered  by  Adolphe  Thiers’  troops. 

It  was  over  100  years  ago  that  capital- 
ism passed  over  to  the  era  of  imperialism. 
The  dividing  up  of  the  world  was  con- 
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kozy  admitted  quite  openly  (which  Hol- 
lande criticized  him  for).  In  reality,  this 
amounts  to  racial  profiling  of  persons  sus- 
pected of  being  of  North  African  or  West 
African  background.  In  fact,  Melenchon 
is  interested  in  a less  openly  racist  policy 
for  French  imperialism  in  order  to  secure 
its  international  influence,  and  in  particu- 
lar to  ensure  the  support  of  African  and 
North  African  states  for  France’s  dealings 
at  the  United  Nations. 

Melenchon  seeks  to  sell  the  myth  of 
1789  France,  when  the  rising  and  revo- 
lutionary bourgeoisie  placed  itself  at  the 
head  of  the  classes  oppressed  by  feudal- 
ism. It  carried  the  revolutionary  abolition 
of  feudalism  throughout  the  European 
continent,  declaring  itself  universalist  and 
welcoming  into  the  nation  all  those  who 
wanted  to  struggle  for  liberation.  Indeed, 
the  bourgeoisie,  once  in  power,  forced 
open  the  doors  of  the  ghettos  where  Jews 
were  confined  in  the  rest  of  Europe;  it 
began  to  abolish  slavery  in  the  colonies 
in  1794.  But  eight  years  later  it  restored 
slavery.  Shortly  thereafter,  it  launched  the 
colonial  conquest  of  Algeria,  followed  by 
other  parts  of  Africa  and  other  territories. 
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Bei  Bei  Shuai  (right)  and  her  lawyer 
outside  county  jail  in  Indianapolis, 
May  2012.  Shuai  faces  life  imprison- 
ment for  “feticide”  after  attempting 
suicide  while  pregnant. 

is  a key  prop  to  the  maintenance  of  this 
system  of  exploitation. 

As  we  wrote  in  “Utah  Prosecutes 
Mother  in  Childbirth  Tragedy”  ( WV  No. 
823,  2 April  2004):  “A  pack  of  wolves 
shows  more  solidarity  and  concern  for 
its  nursing  females  and  young  than  the 
capitalist  rulers  do.”  What  is  posed  is  a 
class-struggle  fight  for  women’s  rights 
and  to  stem  the  tide  of  capitalism’s  rav- 
ages. Only  a workers  socialist  revolution 
will  shatter  the  power  of  the  depraved 
capitalist  class  and  usher  in  an  egalitar- 
ian socialist  society  organized  to  provide 
for  people’s  basic  needs.  ■ 


eluded  in  this  period,  opening  up  a period 
of  redivision,  with  the  imperialists  who 
felt  aggrieved  in  carving  up  the  spoils 
calling  it  into  question.  That  was  the 
cause  of  both  world  wars  in  the  20th  cen- 
tury, and  it  will  be  the  cause  of  the  third 
if  the  working  class  does  not  succeed  in 
overthrowing  the  capitalists  before  then. 
In  the  imperialist  era.  the  bourgeoisie  has 
become  totally  reactionary.  Productive 
forces  stagnate,  with  capitalism  increas- 
ingly being  a brake  on  their  development, 
as  we  can  see  in  the  current  prolonged 
systemic  crisis.  The  bourgeoisie  is  today 
totally  incapable  of  abiding  by  the  univer- 
salist values  of  its  own  past. 

Socialist  Party’s  Left  Flank 

In  its  electoral  campaign,  the  NPA — 
whose  forerunner  was  the  Ligue  Com- 
muniste  Rdvolutionnaire  (LCR)  of  Alain 
Krivine  and  Olivier  Besancenot — faintly 
claimed  to  distinguish  itself  from  Mdlen- 
chon,  who  was  supposedly  too  subser- 
vient to  the  PS  and  Hollande.  In  fact, 
throughout  the  campaign  the  NPA  itself 
was  just  as  adamant  as  Mdlenchon  that  it 
was  necessary  to  "beat  Sarkozy,"  mean- 
ing vote  Hollande  in  the  second  round. 
So  the  NPA  bears  its  own  small  share  of 
responsibility  for  the  coming  five  years  of 
anti-working-class  attacks. 

The  NPA  claimed  that  what  sets  it 
apart  is  its  refusal  to  join  the  govern- 
ment under  any  circumstances,  saying 
that  it  isn’t  clear  whether  or  not  Mdlen- 
chon  and  the  PCF  can  be  trusted  on  that 
score.  In  response,  we  note  first  that  one 
of  the  founding  pillars  of  the  NPA  was 
that  it  would  not  rule  out  taking  its  share 
of  responsibility  in  a capitalist  govern- 
ment (as  long  as  this  government  pays  lip 
service  to  "anti-capitalism”).  Secondly. 
Melenchon  himself  declared  that  he 
wouldn’t  enter  the  government,  and  there 
is  no  reason  to  believe  he  would  want  to 
compromise  himself  in  a government  as 
openly  right-wing  and  anti-working-class 
as  Hollande’s  will  be.  He  will  do  what  the 
PCF  did  in  1936,  which  was  to  stay  out- 
side the  Leon  Blum  government,  which 
placed  the  PCF  in  a better  position  to 
break  the  June  ’36  strike. 

It  is  so  difficult  for  anyone  to  distin- 
guish between  the  faction-ridden  NPA  and 
the  Left  Front  that  a significant  number  of 
NPA  members,  including  prominent  lead- 
ers, have  joined  Mdlenchon’s  front,  includ- 
ing in  the  middle  of  the  election  campaign. 
This  question  has  taken  on  really  sordid 
dimensions  in  recent  weeks.  When  the 
LCR  of  Krivine-Besancenot  dissolved 
in  2009  to  form  the  NPA,  it  maintained 
a legal  structure  in  the  name  of  the  LCR 
in  order  to  continue  receiving  subsidies 
granted  by  the  government  based  on  the 
LCR  s results  in  the  2007  parliamentary 
elections.  The  sums  are  quite  significant: 
almost  a million  euros  a year. 

However,  the  entity  handling  this 
money  came  under  the  control  of  some 
NPA  cadre  who  subsequently  went  over  to 


the  Left  Front  in  March— no  doubt  hoping 
for  a parliamentary  or  ministerial  reward 
in  exchange  for  their  defection — taking 
the  cash  box  with  them.  This  represents  a 
substantial  dowry,  which  probably  played 
a role  in  their  courting  of  Mdlenchon.  But 
Besancenot  and  Krivine  weren't  about  to 
give  up  their  cash  (or  more  precisely,  the 
government’s  cash).  They  rushed  to  the 
bourgeois  courts  to  get  their  hands  back 
on  the  loot.  Consequently,  the  banks  can- 
celled the  checks  that  the  NPA  defectors 
tried  to  cash,  and  the  latest  word  is  that 
Krivine  and  Besancenot  have  withdrawn 
their  formal  complaint. 

As  Marxists,  we  are  opposed  to  taking 
money  from  the  capitalist  state  on  prin- 
ciple: “He  who  pays  the  piper  calls  the 
tune!"  And  we  are  equally  opposed  to  the 
workers  movement  resorting  to  the  capi- 
talist state  to  wash  its  dirty  linen.  This 
truly  obscene  affair  reveals  the  extent  of 
the  NPA’s  social-democratic  rot,  com- 
plete with  appeals  to  the  capitalist  courts 
to  decide  which  of  the  two  factions  will 
get  the  subsidies  of  the  capitalist  state. 
The  very  concept  of  a class  line  separat- 
ing the  workers  from  the  capitalists  and 
their  institutions  has  no  meaning  for  these 
social  democrats. 

As  for  Lutte  Ouvrifcre.  Nathalie  Ar- 
thaud’s  election  campaign  ended  in  the 
worst  result  in  LO’s  history.  But  at  least, 
unlike  Philippe  Poutou’s  NPA,  she  did 
not  explicitly  reject  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion. Arthaud  even  conceded  to  defend- 
ing the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat.  But 
this  only  underlines  LO’s  contradictions. 
Throughout  the  campaign,  both  before 
and  after  the  first  round  of  the  elections, 
LO  refused  to  call  on  workers  not  to  sup- 
port Hollande.  In  reducing  the  question 
of  whether  to  abstain  or  to  vote  for  Hol- 
lande to  a "personal  choice,”  LO  implicitly 
encouraged  workers  to  believe  that  having 
Hollande  as  president  would  constitute  a 
lesser  evil  compared  to  keeping  Sarkozy. 

This  is  typical  of  LO’s  conception  of  a 
rearguard,  anti-Leninist  party,  tailing  the 
workers  who  might  yield  to  the  pressure 
to  support  Hollande’s  bourgeois  popular 
front.  For  LO,  whether  or  not  to  give  polit- 
ical support  to  a bourgeois  coalition  is  by 
no  means  a matter  of  principle.  They  have 
demonstrated  this  on  a daily  basis  for  the 
last  four  years  by  participating  in  capital- 
ist municipal  governments,  in  which  they 
have  joined  the  municipal  majority  led  by 
mayors  of  the  PCF  or  Chevenement’s  Citi- 
zens Movement  in  managing  capitalism  at 
the  citywide  level. 

For  years,  we  have  denounced  LO  for 
voting  for  the  budget  in  these  municipal 
governments.  LO’s  members  are  involved 
in  the  daily  management  of  capitalism, 
whether  as  union  bureaucrats  in  large 
companies  or  as  “responsible  municipal 
councillors.”  LO  justifies  this  by  saying: 
"By  definition,  municipal  activity,  just 
like  union  activity,  cannot  be  revolution- 
ary. but  only  reformist”  ( Lutte  de  Classe , 
February  2008).  This  increasingly  open 
opportunism  is  itself  an  expression  of 
the  retrogression  of  consciousness  of  the 
workers  following  the  overwhelming  de- 
feat of  the  working  class  20  years  ago 
with  the  capitalist  counterrevolutions  in 
the  Soviet  Union  and  East  Europe.  In  the 
task  of  reforging  a genuine  communist 
party  in  this  country,  LO,  far  from  being 
the  solution,  as  it  claims  to  be  on  occa- 
sion, is  part  of  the  problem. 

To  conclude,  it  must  be  emphasized 
that  workers  voted  not  so  much  for  Hol- 
lande as  against  Sarkozy.  There  are  few 
illusions  that  Hollande’s  policies  will  be 
less  anti-labor  than  Sarkozy's.  Does  this 
mean  there  will  be  significant  social 
struggles  in  the  coming  period  against  a 
rising  wave  of  attacks?  There  is  no  way 
to  know.  But  sooner  or  later  the  working 
class  will  fight  against  these  attacks.  The 
key  is  to  maintain  the  independence  of  the 
working  class,  and  to  maintain  the  revo- 
lutionary program.  This  is  the  precondi- 
tion for  revolutionary  Marxists  to  win  the 
confidence  of  the  working  class  in  the 
coming  struggles,  and  to  one  day  lead  it 
to  a socialist  revolution  that  puts  an  end 
to  this  decadent  capitalist  system  once 
and  for  all.  For  the  rebirth  of  the  Fourth 
International!  ■ 
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Defend  Quebec  Students! 


The  following  statement  was  written  by  our  com- 
rades of  the  Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste,  Cana- 
dian section  of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist). 

Since  their  strike  began  in  mid  February,  Que- 
bec students  and  their  supporters  have  faced  brutal 
repression  at  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  state.  A recent 
"Request  for  solidarity  and  support"  by  the  Legal 
Committee  of  the  CLASSE  student  federation  notes 
that  the  Quebec  government's  Law  78  represents  “the 
biggest  attack  on  civil  and  democratic  rights  since 
the  enactment  of  the  War  Measures  Act  in  1970."  As 
of  May  18,  the  Legal  Committee  had  already  “docu- 
mented and  is  supporting  472  criminal  accusations  as 
well  as  1047  ticket  and  penal  offenses.”  Following  the 
passage  of  Law  78  that  same  evening,  the  number  of 
arrests  has  risen  to  well  over  2,500. 

The  CLASSE  Legal  Committee  adds  that  "those 
numbers  only  reflect  those  charged  with  an  offense, 
without  mentioning  the  thousands  pepper  sprayed  and 
tear  gassed,  clubbed  and  beaten,  detained  and  released. 
It  does  not  mention  Francis  Grenier,  who  lost  use  of 


most  of  an  eye  when  a sound  grenade  was  illegally 
thrown  by  a police  officer  into  his  face  in  downtown 
Montreal.  It  does  not  mention  Maxence  Valade  who 
lost  a full  eye  and  Alexandre  Allard  who  clung  to 
life  in  a coma  on  a hospital  bed  for  days,  both  having 
received  a police  rubber  bullet  to  the  head  in  Victoria- 
ville."  In  addition,  students  who  have  called  to  defend 
strike  pickets  in  the  face  of  court  injunctions,  includ- 
ing CLASSE  spokesman  Gabriel  Nadeau-Dubois, 
face  "contempt  of  court"  charges  that  carry  fines  of 
up  to  $50,000  and  possible  jail  time.  Drop  all  charges 
against  students  and  their  supporters! 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee — the  legal  and 
social  defense  organization  associated  with  the  Trotsky- 
ist League/Ligue  Trotskyste — has  made  a donation  to 
the  CLASSE  Legal  Committee,  and  we  join  with  the 
Committee  in  urging  that  trade  unions,  other  organiza- 
tions and  individuals  do  the  same.  Make  cheques  pay- 
able to  "Association  pour  une  solidarity  syndicale  £tu- 
diante,"  and  send  them  to:  ASSE,  2065  rue  Parthenais, 
Bureau  383,  Montreal  QC  H2K  3T1.  “CLASSE  Legal 
Committee”  should  be  noted  in  the  memo  line. 


Reuters 


Cops  arrest  demonstrator  during  May  22  protest 
in  Montreal. 


Quebec... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

schools,  severely  restricts  all  other  protests 
and  threatens  fines  of  up  to  $125,000  for 
groups  who  defy  these  edicts.  Even  adver- 
tising such  protests  is  now  illegal,  as  is  sup- 
porting any  kind  of  strike  at  a university 
or  college. 

The  evening  that  Law  78  was  enacted, 
at  least  10,000  students  and  their  support- 
ers took  to  the  streets  of  Montreal.  Protests 
continued  over  the  following  nights  and 
the  police  declared  them  illegal,  moving 
in  with  tear  gas,  sound  cannons  and  pep- 
per spray  and  staging  mass  roundups.  Alto- 
gether, more  than  2,500  people  have  now 
been  arrested  during  the  student  strike  (see 
"Defend  Quebec  Students!"  above).  This 
total  far  exceeds  the  arrests  even  under 
the  War  Measures  Act  in  October  1970, 
when  the  federal  government  in  Ottawa 
suspended  civil  liberties  and  imprisoned 
hundreds  of  leftists,  nationalists  and  union 
leaders  in  a move  to  suppress  widespread 
social  struggle  over  national  rights  for  the 
French-speaking  Qu6b6cois. 

The  Quebec  government  clearly  hoped 
that  the  threat  of  stepped-up  repression 
and  huge  fines  would  quell  the  student 
protests  and  smash  the  strike.  But  the 
opposite  happened.  Four  days  later  on  May 
22,  thousands  of  trade  unionists  march- 
ing behind  union  banners  as  well  as  large 
numbers  of  teachers,  parents  and  high 
school  students  joined  a 300,000-strong 
demonstration  in  Montreal.  CLASSE, 
the  more  left-wing,  anarchist-influenced 
student  union  representing  the  majority  of 
strikers,  refused  to  announce  the  route  of 
the  march  and  thus  effectively  dared  the 
government  to  ban  the  “illegal”  protest 
and  arrest  its  leaders.  The  immense  size 
of  the  protest  and  substantial  union  pres- 
ence stayed  the  hand  of  the  police. 

CLASSE  had  called  on  other  organiza- 
tions opposed  to  the  emergency  law  to  join 
it  in  active  defiance.  The  union  bureauc- 
racy, other  striking  student  groups  and 
leaders  of  the  petty-bourgeois  nationalist 
Quebec  Solidaire  responded  by  saying 


that  they  could  support  only  “peaceful  and 
legal"  protests.  Nonetheless,  a significant 
majority  of  protesters  went  with  CLASSE 
when  the  demonstration  split  about  ten 
minutes  into  the  march. 

Despite  a daily  media  barrage  demon- 
izing “violent"  students,  polls  show  that 
a majority  of  the  francophone  Quebecois 
oppose  the  emergency  law.  Many  are 
wearing  red  squares,  the  symbol  of  sup- 
port to  the  students  and  opposition  to  the 
crippling  student  debt  (i.e.,  “being  in  the 
red”).  As  the  May  22  demo  passed  a major 
downtown  hospital,  elderly  wheelchair- 
bound  patients  hooked  up  to  I Vs  sat  on  the 
sidewalk  with  red  squares  pinned  to  their 
hospital  gowns,  applauding  and  raising 
their  fists.  The  protesters  responded  with 
massive  cheers.  Nightly  “pots  and  pans" 
marches  against  Law  78  have  broken  out 
in  Montreal  and  other  cities,  emulating 
protests  during  the  recent  student  strikes 
in  Chile. 

Having  earlier,  and  repeatedly,  vowed 
that  there  was  nothing  to  negotiate,  the 
Quebec  government  did  an  about-face  and 
resumed  talks  with  the  student  federations. 
But  the  negotiations  collapsed  on  May  31 
after  the  students  rejected  a gratuitously 
insulting  “offer”  to  cut  one  dollar  off  the 
planned  75  percent  tuition  hike.  Liberal 
premier  Jean  Charest  soon  after  raised  the 
prospect  of  further  repression,  slandering 
CLASSE  as  “people  who  are  threatening 
the  Qudbdcois”  (La  Presse,  1 June). 

Our  comrades  intervening  in  the  dem- 
onstrations reported  that  many  stu- 
dents put  forward  the  notion  that  better 
“democracy”  is  the  answer  to  government 
repression.  In  fact,  "democracy”  does  not 
exist  in  a vacuum  but  rather  its  content  is 
determined  by  the  class  that  rules  society. 
Under  capitalism,  democracy  is  a thin  veil 
to  hide  the  dictatorship  of  the  bourgeoisie, 
which  is  enforced  by  its  state  machinery 
of  violence,  namely  the  cops,  courts  and 
prisons — the  very  forces  that  are  beating 
and  jailing  strikers. 

While  campus  activists  clearly  wel- 
come support  from  the  unions,  there  is 
little  sense  of  the  unique  social  power  of 
the  working  class.  Students  do  not  have 
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any  direct  relationship  to  the  means  of 
production  and  lack  the  social  power  to 
beat  back  the  capitalist  onslaught.  This 
power  resides  with  the  working  class, 
which  can  withhold  its  labor  and  bring 
the  capitalist  system  to  a grinding  halt.  In 
the  French-language  supplement  that  our 
comrades  distributed  at  the  May  22  mass 
protest,  which  appeared  in  English  trans- 
lation as  “Student  Strike  Shakes  Quebec" 
in  WTNo.  1003  (25  May),  we  noted:  “Stu- 
dent struggle  can  certainly  spark  broader 
social  battles,  as  the  current  strike  shows. 
But  ultimately  the  only  way  forward  is  to 
ally  with  the  working  class." 

It  also  is  in  the  interest  of  workers  to 
champion  the  struggle  for  free,  quality 
education  for  all,  with  a state-paid  living 
stipend  and  free  childcare  for  students. 
In  the  face  of  mounting  debt  servitude  to 
the  banks,  there  should  be  a fight  to  abol- 
ish the  student  debt.  Since  all  reforms 
wrested  from  the  bourgeoisie  are  tempo- 
rary and  reversible  under  capitalism,  such 
struggles  on  behalf  of  students,  workers 
and  the  oppressed  must  be  linked  to  the 
necessary  task  of  overthrowing  this  sys- 
tem through  socialist  revolution. 

CLASSE  has  called  for  workers  to 
strike  in  solidarity  with  the  students.  But 
in  no  way  is  it  advancing  a perspective  of 
working-class  struggle  against  the  very 
capitalist  system  that  deprives  youth  and 
working  people  of  their  basic  needs.  Like 
the  other  two  student  federations  leading 
the  strike,  CLASSE  seeks  to  refurbish  the 
education  system  within  the  framework  of 
capitalism.  A short-lived  May  5 deal  that 
the  CLASSE  leaders  endorsed — which  was 
later  widely  rejected  by  students — simply 
tinkered  with  the  terms  of  austerity  and 
could  easily  have  spelled  wage  cuts  and  lay- 
offs for  university  and  college  employees. 

The  abortive  deal  was  brokered  in 
part  by  the  union  bureaucracy,  which  has 
done  its  part  to  attempt  to  restore  “social 
peace."  Despite  the  broad  anger  among 
working  people  against  the  Liberal  gov- 
ernment. the  potentially  powerful  trade 


unions  of  Quebec  have  not  been  mobi- 
lized for  strike  action  or  anything  more 
than  an  occasional  contingent  at  a demon- 
stration. The  union  misleaders  are  firmly 
wedded  to  a class-collaborationist  out- 
look, as  expressed  by  their  support  to  one 
or  another  bourgeois  nationalist  party. 

The  French-speaking  Qu£b£cois  have 
long  been  forcibly  retained  in  a “united” 
Canada.  We  call  for  independence  for  Que- 
bec as  a means  to  combat  Anglo  chauvin- 
ism and  address  the  national  antagonisms 
that  divide  the  workers  of  both  nations. 
The  mutually  reinforcing  nationalisms  of 
the  Maple  Leaf  and  fleurde  lys  serve  to  tie 
workers  to  their  own  exploiters,  poisoning 
prospects  for  united  class  struggle. 

When  in  the  provincial  government  in 
the  1990s,  the  bourgeois-nationalist  Parti 
Qu6b€cois  (PQ)  carried  out  sweeping 
attacks  on  the  working  class  and  social 
programs  in  the  interests  of  the  franco- 
phone bourgeoisie.  A darling  of  the  refor- 
mist left,  Quebec  Solidaire  employs  pop- 
ulist rhetoric  to  attract  those  dissatisfied 
with  the  PQ.  keeping  them  firmly  in  the 
grip  of  bourgeois  nationalism.  Its  found- 
ing "principles  and  orientation"  foster  ter- 
rible illusions  in  a “reformed"  bourgeois 
rule,  upholding  “democracy,"  pacifism 
and  environmentalism  while  eschewing 
socialism  or  class  struggle. 

Struggle  against  the  all-sided  attacks 
of  the  capitalist  rulers  must  proceed 
from  an  understanding  that  the  interests 
of  the  workers  and  their  exploiters  are 
irreconcilable.  Only  after  the  working 
class,  standing  at  the  head  of  all  the  op- 
pressed. sweeps  away  the  capitalist  state 
and  expropriates  the  bourgeoisie  will  the 
right  of  all  to  free,  quality  education, 
much  less  jobs,  housing  and  health  care, 
be  secured.  We  are  dedicated  to  win- 
ning advanced  workers  and  radical  youth 
to  the  struggle  to  forge  a revolutionary 
workers  party,  one  that  can  unite  capi- 
talism’s many  victims  behind  the  social 
power  of  the  proletariat  in  the  fight  for  a 
socialist  egalitarian  society  ■ 
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Homosexual 

Oppression... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

bodies.  The  enrichment  was  also  on  the 
theoretical  plane:  the  extensive  discussions 
resulted  in  a more  precise  Marxist  appre- 
ciation of  gay  oppression  as  a derivative 
of  women’s  oppression  under  the  institu- 
tion of  the  bourgeois  nuclear  family. 

We  reprint  below  a selection  from  the 
main  programmatic  article  in  the  last 
issue  of  Red  Flag,  the  RFU’s  newspaper, 
which  was  published  as  a special  fusion 
supplement  to  Workers  Vanguard  No.  172 
(9  September  1977). 

* * * 

For  sectoralists,  the  communist  move- 
ment is  seen  as  an  amalgam  of  various 
oppressed  strata  rather  than  as  a soli- 
tary movement  with  a singular  program. 
In  this  context  it  seemed  logical  that 
the  task  of  the  “revolutionary”  elements 
among  each  oppressed  group  should  be 
to  call  on  their  constituency  to  support 
the  socialist  revolution.  But  the  sum  total 
of  individual  programs  which  address  the 
various  forms  of  capitalist  oppression  is 
not  a communist  program. 

The  program  of  the  revolutionary  party 
must  express  the  objective  historical  inter- 
ests and  tasks  of  the  international  pro- 
letariat. There  is  only  one  communist 
program.  Thus,  the  purpose  of  Trotsky’s 
Transitional  Program  is  to  mobilize  the 
entire  working  class — to  bridge  the  gap 
between  felt  needs  and  objective  tasks, 
between  consciousness  of  oppression  and 
the  need  to  take  state  power  under  the 
leadership  of  the  proletarian  vanguard. 

There  is  no  special  revolutionary  pro- 
gram for  homosexuals.  The  communist 
program  includes  demands  which  address 
the  special  oppression  of  homosexuals. 
But  unlike  sectoralists,  revolutionaries 
understand  that  the  fate  of  homosexuals — 
like  that  of  any  other  oppressed  group — 
is  determined  by  the  course  of  the  class 
struggle. 

Revolutionary  Marxists  approach  the 
question  of  homosexual  oppression  as  the 
only  consistent  defenders  of  democratic 
rights  for  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed. 
These  rights  are  indivisible  and  can  be 
secured  only  with  the  proletariat  in  power. 
The  slogan  “Full  Democratic  Rights  for 
Homosexuals”  means  a commitment  not 
only  to  fight  against  such  abuses  as  job 
discrimination  and  legal  inequality,  but 
also  to  mobilize  the  power  of  the  working 
class  in  defense  of  homosexuals’  demo- 
cratic rights.  It  is  not  a separate  demand 
for  homosexuals,  but  a demand  in  the 
interests  of  the  entire  working  class. 

The  Trotskyist  program  is  not  only 
the  Transitional  Program,  which  Trotsky 
described  as  “a  program  for  action  from 
today  until  the  beginning  of  the  socialist 
revolution”;  it  is  also  everything  the  party 
stands  for — on  both  sides  of  the  proletar- 
ian revolution. 

The  Program  and  the  Revolution 

The  socialist  program  is  committed  to 
the  eradication  of  homosexual  oppression, 
which  is  linked  to  the  special  oppression 
of  women.  The  sexual  division  of  labor 
based  on  child-rearing  became  a source 
of  social  oppression  in  class  society.  The 


nuclear  family  conditions  sex  roles  which 
are  inherently  oppressive  to  those  who 
deviate  from  the  accepted  sex  role  norms. 
While  proletarian  rule  will  do  much  to 
end  homosexual  oppression,  the  final 
eradication  of  all  ideological  oppression 
of  homosexuals  cannot  occur  until  the 
family  is  replaced  in  socialist  society. 

Unlike  the  oppression  of  women  or 
blacks  in  the  U.S.,  the  oppression  of 
homosexuals  is  not  directly  based  on  the 
economic  institutions  of  capitalism.  Black 
workers,  for  instance,  are  disproportion- 
ately concentrated  in  the  least  skilled, 
lowest  paid  layers  of  the  working  people 
and  among  the  unemployed.  Thus,  the 
overturn  of  capitalist  productive  relations 
will  be  a decisive  and  immediate  step 
toward  ending  their  oppression.  Much  of 
the  oppression  of  homosexuals  is  situated 
in  the  realm  of  discriminatory  denial  of 
democratic  rights.  Homosexuals  (like 
blacks  and  women,  for  that  matter)  will 
benefit  immediately  from  the  victorious 
proletarian  dictatorship’s  assault  on  dis- 
criminatory laws  and  practices.  But  they 
will  still  continue  to  suffer  from  pervasive 
hostile  social  attitudes  deeply  ingrained  in 
the  residual  nuclear  family  sex  role  norms 
of  the  culture  of  a transitional  society. 

The  new  transitional  society  can  no 
more  legislate  away  such  attitudes  than  it 
can  eliminate  the  family  by  legislation.  To 
arrive  at  socialism  requires  a tremendous 
leap  in  the  productive  forces  and  the  grad- 
ual development  of  real  social  freedom. 
The  withering  away  of  the  family  as  the 
basic  institution  defining  sexual  relations 
will  result  in  the  eventual  disappearance 
of  male  chauvinism,  and  with  it  of  gener- 
alized anti-homosexual  prejudice. 

The  Russian  Revolution  and  the 
Bolshevik  Program 

The  ultimate  abolition  of  the  family  has 
been  part  of  the  Marxist  program  since 
the  Communist  Manifesto.  The  Russian 
Revolution  of  October  1917  provided  the 
example  of  how  even  a backward,  largely 
peasant  country  began  to  create  the  basis 
to  replace  the  family.  In  the  first  few  years 
of  the  proletarian  dictatorship,  under  the 
leadership  of  Lenin  and  Trotsky,  anti- 
homosexual laws  were  struck  down  and 
many  measures  were  undertaken  with  the 
goal  of  liberating  women  from  household 


slavery:  kitchens,  child  care,  laundry, 
dwellings  and  schools  were  collectivized. 
This  task  was  pursued  even  under  the 
harsh  conditions  of  war  and  famine. 

But  the  Bolshevik  program  also  recog- 
nized that  the  revolution  isolated  in  Rus- 
sia could  not  advance  to  socialist  society. 
For  that,  there  would  have  to  be  revolu- 
tion in  the  West.  And  so  the  Bolshevik 
program  was  necessarily  internationalist 
at  its  core.  It  was  Stalin  who  concocted 
the  rationale  for  the  consolidation  of  a 
bureaucratic  caste  in  Russia  with  the 
nationalistic  program  of  “Socialism  in 
One  Country.”  The  revolution  degener- 


ated. and  with  that  came  Stalinist  class 
collaboration  and  terror.  The  nuclear  fam- 
ily was  reinforced,  and  laws  against  homo- 
sexuals were  reinstituted. 

The  Russian  Revolution  demonstrates 
how  the  proletariat  led  by  its  vanguard 
party  moves  immediately  to  establish  in- 


stitutions appropriate  to  its  rule.  So  it 
establishes  soviets  (workers  councils) 
while  it  seeks  to  lay  the  basis  for  replac- 
ing the  nuclear  family.  But  where  capital- 
ism is  overthrown  by  peasant  and  petty- 
bourgeois  forces,  such  as  in  China  or 
Cuba,  under  the  class  collaborationist  pro- 
gram of  “Socialism  in  One  Country,”  the 
bureaucracy  fosters  institutions  appropri- 
ate to  the  peasantry  and  Stalinism — insti- 
tutions which  replicate  the  product  of  the 
Stalinist  degeneration  of  the  Russian  Rev- 
olution: prison  camps  for  revolutionaries 
and  “deviants,”  the  strengthening  of  the 
nuclear  family. 

Many  New  Leftists  fall  into  the  bour- 
geoisie’s trap  of  equating  Leninism  with 
Stalinism;  the  degenerated  workers  state 
in  the  USSR  is  seen  as  the  “natural” 
outgrowth  of  the  Bolshevik  revolution. 
In  actuality,  the  revolution  fell  prey  to  a 
political  counterrevolution.  The  goal  of 
abolition  of  the  nuclear  family  which  had 
hitherto  been  a hallmark  of  the  commu- 
nist program  was  replaced  by  the  Stalinist 
program  of  the  family  as  a "fighting  unit 
for  socialism.”  No  “autonomous  gay  move- 
ment" could  have  exempted  homosexuals 
from  the  consequences  of  the  Stalinist 
political  counterrevolution,  which  exter- 
minated the  “Old  Bolsheviks,”  liquidated 
the  workers  councils,  reversed  the  drive 
toward  progressive  social  institutions  and 
turned  the  Communist  International  into 
an  instrument  of  class  collaboration  and 
“peaceful  coexistence.” 

It  was  only  when  the  RFU  came  to 
grips  with  the  continuity  of  revolutionary 
Marxism — Trotskyism — that  we  were 
able  to  explain  the  degeneration  of  the 
Russian  Revolution  and  its  consequences 


tor  homosexuals  in  the  "socialist”  coun- 
tries. Because  the  Spartacist  League 
uniquely  understood  the  Russian  question 
and  the  primacy  of  program,  it  could  play 
the  decisive  role  in  the  transformation  of 
the  comrades  of  the  RFU  from  gay  left 
activists  into  revolutionary  communists.  ■ 
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Truckers... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

unionize  the  port  truckers  nationwide. 

In  response  to  militant  Teamsters 
strikes  in  the  1970s,  Democratic  president 
Jimmy  Carter  pushed  through  industry 
deregulation  to  drive  down  shipping  and 
transportation  costs  and  strangle  union 
power.  This  allowed  the  bosses  to  replace 
Teamsters  drivers  with  non-union  drivers 
in  the  ports.  Today,  the  vast  majority  of 
port  truckers  are  deemed  “owner  opera- 
tors,” forced  to  buy  or  lease  their  own 
trucks,  to  wait  unpaid  for  a load  and  to  pay 
all  gas,  maintenance,  insurance  and  fines 
for  overweight  containers  themselves. 
Many  clear  only  around  $20,000  a year.  In 
February,  hundreds  of  port  truckers  went 
on  strike  at  the  Port  of  Seattle  in  protest 
against  just  such  oppressive  working  con- 
ditions, demanding  their  right  to  unionize. 

The  fate  of  the  ILWU  and  the  ILA  is 
inextricably  linked  to  the  Fight  to  organize 
port  truckers  as  well  as  the  many  low- wage, 
non-union  workers  in  the  ever-growing 
chain  of  world  trade,  from  the  warehouses 
and  intermodal  facilities  further  inland 
to  the  mammoth  cargo  ships.  The  long- 
shore unions  will  either  take  up  the  fight 
to  extend  union  rights,  wages,  benefits  and 
conditions  to  these  workers  or  they  will 
sooner  or  later  face  government-backed 
union-busting  by  the  capitalist  employers 
without  any  union  allies  on  the  docks. 

No  Reliance  on 
the  Capitalist  State 

Over  10  years  ago,  the  Teamsters,  ILWU 
and  ILA  announced  an  alliance  to  make 
the  ports  “100  percent  union.”  But  far  from 
engaging  in  the  class  battles  necessary  to 
make  this  a reality  the  union  tops  look  to 
the  “good  graces”  of  the  capitalist  state. 
The  legalistic  strategy  of  the  Teamsters 
bureaucracy  is  to  appeal  to  state  legisla- 
tures, the  courts  and  the  bosses'  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  to  reclassify  port  truckers 
as  employees  so  as  to  be  able  to  organize 
them  under  NLRB  rules.  The  Toll  drivers 
fell  into  this  category  because  a few  years 
ago  the  company  had  switched  from  self- 
employed  contract  drivers  when  it  bought 
new  trucks  under  the  terms  of  a Port 
of  L.A.  truck  pollution  cleanup  program 
backed  by  the  Teamsters.  An  appeals 
court  overturned  the  port’s  requirement 
that  companies  buy  their  own  trucks  and 
rehire  contractors  as  employees,  relieving 
other  trucking  outfits  of  the  need  to  com- 
ply. The  Teamsters  were  left  with  Toll  as 
an  organizing  beachhead. 

But  the  fight  is  far  from  over.  The  Toll 


Maoists... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

to  Freedom  Road’s  petty-bourgeois  black 
nationalism,  a defeatist  acceptance  of  racial 
segregation.  Freedom  Road  advances  the 
idea  of  an  independent  “African  Ameri- 
can nation”  in  the  South,  a utopian  fantasy 
that  would  deny  blacks  their  birthright: 
the  wealth  and  culture  of  this  country 
that  their  labor  along  with  that  of  other 
workers  has  created.  Simultaneously,  they 
push  community  control  of  the  crumbling 
inner  cities,  a reactionary  line  compatible 
with  the  idea  that  black  cops  will  be  less 
devoted  than  their  white  counterparts 
in  doing  their  job  for  the  capitalists  to 
repress  the  ghetto  masses. 

A particularly  repellent  contribution  to 
anti-Marxist  "theory”  by  the  Avakian  RCP 
as  well  as  PUL  was  the  notion  that  white 
working  people  and  their  bosses  are  some- 
how united  in  "white  privilege."  This  is  an 
application  of  the  position  of  the  old  New 
Leftists  and  right-wing  Maoists  that  the 
working  class  in  advanced  capitalist  coun- 
tries has  been  “bought  off’  and  can  never 
play  a revolutionary  role.  Among  other 
things,  it  served  as  a justification  for  reject- 
ing any  potential  for  revolutionary  struggle 
to  break  out  in  the  imperialist  countries. 
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February  13:  Port  truckers  strike  rally  at  the  Port  of  Seattle. 


truckers,  members  of  Teamsters  Local 
848,  are  now  engaged  in  contract  negoti- 
ations with  the  company.  Most  employers 
whose  workers  have  just  voted  in  a union 
try  to  draw  out  negotiations  indefinitely 
and  avoid  signing  a first  contract  at  all. 
The  Toll  truckers  and  their  counterparts 
who  work  as  contractors  at  other  compa- 
nies could  take  a page  from  the  five-week 
strike  in  2005  in  Vancouver  by  1,200 
mostly  immigrant  non-union  drivers. 
The  hemorrhaging  of  profits  as  contain- 
ers piled  up  on  the  docks  prompted  the 
Canadian  government  to  lift  the  antitrust 
laws  used  by  shipping  companies  there  as 
in  the  U.S.  to  prevent  driver  organizing. 
The  strike  opened  the  door  to  a port-wide 
contract. 

Standing  in  the  way  of  hardball  class 
struggle  is  a union  leadership  that  breeds 
illusions  in  the  supposed  “neutrality”  of 
the  state.  But  the  purpose  of  the  Depart- 
ment of  Labor  and  its  NLRB  is  to  entan- 
gle the  working  class  in  protracted  legal 
proceedings  in  order  to  maintain  labor 
“peace,"  i.e.,  prevent  strikes  or  settle  them 
quickly.  These  are  strikebreaking  agen- 
cies even  if  they  occasionally  rule  against 
the  bosses.  In  Australia,  this  role  is  cur- 
rently filled  by  the  federal  government’s 
“workplace  relations  tribunal,”  which 
recently  banned  industrial  action  by 
TWU  members  at  Qantas  Airlines.  Such 
government  entities  are  set  up  to  keep  the 
unions  under  the  thumb  of  the  capitalist 
state — at  its  core,  the  courts,  police,  pris- 
ons and  military — which  exists  to  main- 
tain the  rule  of  the  capitalist  exploiters. 

Last  year,  the  Teamsters  and  the  Aus- 
tralian TWU  launched  “The  Grim  Truth 


at  Toll  Group”  Web  site.  A posting  on 
it  claims  that  the  organizing  of  the  Toll 
truckers  occurred  “despite  their  foreign 
employer’s  vicious  and  expensive  year- 
long campaign  to  intimidate  workplace 
leaders  and  suppress  their  free  choice." 
Actually,  the  actions  of  the  Toll  Group 
are  standard  fare  for  capitalists  every- 
where attempting  to  stop  unionization, 
regardless  of  national  origins.  In  the 
U.S.,  employers  fire  workers  in  a quarter 
of  all  organizing  campaigns  and  employ 
mandatory  one-on-one  anti-union  meet- 
ings in  two-thirds  of  unionization  drives. 
Such  tactics  are  formally  illegal.  But  again 
demonstrating  whose  interests  the  capital- 
ist state  and  agencies  represent,  the  bosses 
almost  always  get  away  with  it  or  receive  a 
slap  on  the  wrist  from  the  NLRB. 

Treacherously,  the  ILWU,  ILA  and 
Teamsters  leaderships  have  offered  them- 
selves up  as  “national  security”  police 
auxiliaries  at  the  ports.  The  ILWU  fin- 
gered the  largely  immigrant  port  truckers 
as  a potential  "security”  threat  at  the  time 
that  the  2002  Maritime  Transportation 
Security  Act,  part  of  the  government’s 
"war  on  terror”  crackdown  on  the  docks, 
was  drafted.  For  his  part.  Teamsters  presi- 
dent James  Hoffa  has  organized  chauvin- 
ist, racist  demonstrations  against  “unsafe” 
Mexican  truckers. 

Such  protectionist  poison  spread  by  the 
pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy  cripples 
the  ability  of  the  unions  to  struggle,  sub- 
ordinating workers  to  the  national  inter- 
ests of  U.S.  imperialist  rule.  Crucial  to 
organizing  the  over  100,000  port  truckers 
nationwide  is  the  fight  for  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants,  as  the  truck- 


ing companies  prey  on  the  desperation 
of  foreign-born  workers  to  enforce  pov- 
erty wages  and  wretched  working  con- 
ditions. Much  of  this  workforce  comes 
from  countries  with  strong  traditions  of 
labor  militancy  and  anti-capitalist  strug- 
gle and  could  help  reinvigorate  the  work- 
ing class  here.  Joint  struggle  would  go  a 
long  way  toward  breaking  down  national 
prejudices. 

The  unions  were  built  through  hard 
class  struggle — mass  picket  lines  that  shut 
down  production  and  repulsed  attacks  by 
scab-herding  cops,  secondary  strikes  by 
other  unions  and  the  mobilization  of  the 
unemployed  for  strike  support.  Longshore 
and  other  transport  workers  in  the  global 
cargo  chain,  which  increasingly  relies  on 
just-in-time  delivery,  have  immense  poten- 
tial social  power.  Every  link  in  this  chain 
could  be  a chokepoint,  giving  the  workers 
real  leverage  in  taking  on  the  employers. 
But  that  requires  some  basic  labor  solidar- 
ity, from  respecting  the  elementary  prin- 
ciple that  “picket  lines  mean  don’t  cross” 
to  refusing  to  handle  scab  goods. 

Labor  will  succeed  in  fighting  for  its 
own  interests  only  insofar  as  it  is  organ- 
ized independently  from  all  the  bosses’ 
parties.  The  endorsement  by  the  Team- 
sters and  other  unions  of  Barack  Obama 
in  the  2012  elections  is  an  expression  of 
the  labor  misleaders’  subservience  to  the 
class  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party  is  no  less  a party  of  the  class 
enemy  than  the  Republicans,  as  Obama’s 
tenure  as  president  amply  proves.  He  has 
deported  more  immigrants  than  Bush 
ever  did  and  not  hesitated  in  savaging  the 
unions,  with  the  complicity  of  the  venal 
labor  bureaucracy.  In  his  capacity  as  impe- 
rialist Commander-in-Chief,  Obama  has 
waged  bloody  imperialist  war  on  working 
and  oppressed  people  internationally — 
from  Afghanistan  to  Iraq  to  Libya. 

And  while  Democratic  L.A.  mayor 
Antonio  Villaraigosa  piously  called  for 
"justice”  for  the  Toll  truckers,  he  has  run 
point  for  the  capitalists  in  their  attacks  on 
unionized  L.A.  teachers  and  city  workers. 
Enough!  As  we  wrote  in  “For  a Class- 
Struggle  Fight  to  Organize  Port  Truck- 
ers!” (WV  No.  916,  8 June  2008): 

“For  the  unions,  the  only  significant 
racially  integrated  organizations  in  the 
U.S..  to  become  battalions  of  struggle 
against  this  racist  capitalist  order  requires 
a political  fight  to  oust  the  chauvinist 
misleaders  of  the  labor  movement  and 
replace  them  with  a class-struggle  leader- 
ship. This  is  integrally  linked  to  the  forg- 
ing of  a multiracial  revolutionary  workers 
party  to  lead  the  battle  for  the  eradication 
of  this  increasingly  depraved  system  of 
exploitation  and  racist  reaction  through  a 
victorious  socialist  revolution.”  ■ 


Young  Spartacus 


Freedom  Road  continues  to  proudly 
trumpet  the  “white  privilege”  line  as  one 
of  the  “keystones  of  our  identity.”  Argu- 
ing that  white  workers  must  be  won  to 
renouncing  their  “privilege,”  Freedom 
Road  joins  bourgeois  liberals  in  view- 
ing racist  ideas  among  white  workers  as 
responsible  for  racial  oppression,  thus 
providing  an  alibi  for  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem. It  is  the  bourgeoisie  that  profits  from 
the  double  oppression  of  black  workers 
and  the  division  of  the  working  people 
along  racial  and  ethnic  lines.  Freedom 
Road’s  “theory”  also  mimics  the  constit- 
uency politics  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  pits  workers  of  different  ethnicities 
against  one  another  in  fighting  for  crumbs 
from  the  capitalists’  table. 

In  the  same  reactionary  idealist  vein. 
Freedom  Road  and  its  RSCC  front  group 
deflect  the  anger  of  oppressed  minority 
students  away  from  the  capitalist  system 
and  instead  blame  teachers  for  the  oppres- 
sive, stifling  hellholes  that  are  America’s 
segregated  ghetto  schools.  The  RSCC 
platform  states,  “We  want  teachers  who 
suppress  progressive  and  revolutionary 
ideas  to  be  removed.”  This  is  a despi- 
cable call  to  purge  teachers  and  is  of  a 
piece  with  the  nationwide  crusade  against 
the  teachers  unions,  spearheaded  by  the 
White  House  and  directed  in  New  York 


City  by  Bloomberg's  administration.  We 
side  with  the  teachers  unions  against  the 
wholesale  attacks  on  public  education, 
including  the  attempts  to  shred  seniority 
rights  and  tenure. 

The  systematic  job  discrimination, 
decrepit  and  overpriced  housing  and  ram- 
pant cop  terror  that  afflict  most  black 
Americans  are  materially  rooted  in  the 
capitalist  system,  in  which  the  mass  of 
the  black  population  is  segregated  at  the 
bottom  of  society.  Obviously,  some  white 
workers  accept  the  racist  rulers’  lies  of 
white  superiority  and  black  inferiority, 
especially  in  this  period  lacking  in  class 
struggle — due  in  large  part  to  the  venal 
pro-Democratic  union  bureaucracy  and  its 
longstanding  indifference  to  black  oppres- 
sion. Just  as  obviously,  such  prejudices  do 
not  shower  "privilege”  on  white  workers, 
on  the  contrary  they  work  to  their  detri- 
ment. In  the  1890s,  revolutionary  Fried- 
rich Engels  observed  that  the  U.S.  bour- 
geoisie is  so  skilled  at  using  prejudice  to 
divide  the  working  class  “that  differences 
in  the  living  standard  of  the  workers 
exist.  I believe,  in  New  York  to  an  extent 
unheard-of  elsewhere.” 

White  workers,  along  with  black.  Latino 
and  Asian  workers,  have  lost  their  jobs  in 
the  current  economic  crisis  and  suffer 
bankruptcy  and  homelessness  in  stagger- 


ing numbers  nationwide.  Thus  white 
workers  have  no  material  stake  in  the  per- 
petuation of  this  incredibly  unequal  soci- 
ety. Any  serious  strike  on  the  part  of  the 
multiracial  proletariat  will  undercut,  often 
dramatically,  the  racism  and  other  forms 
of  bigotry  that  infect  and  cripple  the 
working  class.  Ultimately,  breaking  down 
racial  barriers  requires  the  leadership  of  a 
revolutionary  vanguard  party  intervening 
into  social  struggle  to  win  the  working 
class  to  reject  the  supposed  inevitability 
of  capitalism  and  fight  for  a socialist  sys- 
tem. which  alone  can  satisfy  the  needs  of 
all  working  people  and  the  oppressed. 

With  its  support  to  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party  and  its  “mass  line”  adaptation 
to  prevailing  bourgeois  consciousness. 
Freedom  Road  swims  with  the  regressive 
ideological  flow.  The  Spartacist  League/ 
U.S.  and  the  other  national  sections  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  swim  against  the  stream, 
fighting  to  break  the  working  class  and 
militant  youth  from  the  false  conscious- 
ness that  obstructs  the  struggle  for  new 
October  Revolutions.  Exposing  the  fake- 
Marxist  pretensions  of  other  organiza- 
tions is  crucial  to  removing  the  obstacles 
to  workers  and  young  radicals  seeking  a 
revolutionary  alternative  to  this  system  of 
exploitation,  poverty,  racism  and  war.  ■ 
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“Fetal  Rights”  Crusade  Against  Women 


States  Criminalize  “Bad”  Mothers 


Family  of  Amanda  Kimbrough  at  home  in  Alabama.  Kimbrough  (inset)  was  sentenced  to  a minimum  of  ten  years  for 
testing  positive  for  meth  while  pregnant. 


The  Alabama  Supreme  Court  is  soon 
due  to  hear  an  appeal  on  behalf  of  two 
mothers  who  were  convicted  on  felony 
charges  of  "chemical  endangerment  of  a 
child."  even  though  there  is  no  evidence 
that  they  ever  caused  harm  to  any  of  their 
children.  These  mothers  are  victims  of  a 
"fetal  rights"  campaign  being  pushed  by 
reactionary  crusaders  as  part  of  a wider 
assault  on  women’s  rights,  above  all  abor- 
tion. The  “right  to  life"  Liberty  Counsel — 
the  same  group  that  helped  defend  Mis- 
sissippi’s reactionary  fetal  "personhood” 
measure  in  November  2011 — is  among 
the  bible-thumpers  backing  the  state.  On 
the  other  side,  numerous  medical  and  civil 
rights  organizations  have  lined  up  in  sup- 
port of  the  appeal. 

Some  60  mothers  have  been  prosecuted 
under  Alabama's  2006  chemical  endan- 
germent law.  which  ostensibly  was  aimed 
at  adults  who  expose  children  to  the  toxic 
byproducts  from  cooking  methamphet- 
amine.  However,  in  some  rural  counties, 
ideologically  driven  prosecutors  have 
wielded  the  law  to  go  after  mothers  who 
have  allegedly  consumed  meth  or  other 
drugs,  asserting  that  the  womb  constitutes 
an  "environment”  and  that  the  fetus  is  a 
"child."  In  doing  so,  the  capitalist  state  is 
setting  the  stage  for  its  increased  scrutiny 
of  and  interference  into  the  lives  of  preg- 
nant women. 

One  of  the  Alabama  mothers  in  the 
appeal  before  the  Supreme  Court  is 
Amanda  Kimbrough,  whose  baby  had 
Down  syndrome  and  died  minutes  after 
being  delivered  prematurely  by  Cesarean 
section  in  2008.  The  state  turned  this 
tragedy  into  a nightmare  for  the  griev- 
ing family.  Kimbrough  tried  meth  once 
during  the  pregnancy,  and  it  showed  up 
in  a drug  test.  Despite  no  proven  link 
between  her  meth  use  and  the  baby’s 
death,  Kimbrough’s  two  daughters  were 
swiftly  taken  from  her  custody,  and  she 
was  thrown  in  jail.  After  a two-day  trial, 
she  received  the  mandatory  minimum 
sentence  of  ten  years.  While  released  on 
bail  pending  her  appeal,  she  was  arrested 
for  selling  oxycodone  to  an  undercover 
agent.  As  a result  of  this  setup.  Kim- 
brough is  back  behind  bars. 

The  second  case  in  the  appeal  is  that 
of  Hope  Ankrom,  who  used  marijuana 
to  control  her  severe  nausea  during  preg- 
nancy. She  knew  a positive  drug  test 
at  delivery  would  risk  prosecution,  so 
she  planned  to  stop  taking  the  drug  six 
weeks  before  her  due  date.  However,  the 
baby  arrived  early.  Although  her  son  was 
born,  and  remains,  healthy,  Ankrom  was 
convicted  of  chemical  endangerment  and 
was  not  permitted  to  be  alone  with  her 
own  children. 

Although  Alabama  currently  is  a leader 
in  criminalizing  the  behavior  of  expecting 
mothers,  it  is  far  from  unique.  The  Bush 
regime,  which  believed  it  was  doing  the 
work  of  God,  passed  the  federal  “Unborn 
Victims  of  Violence  Act”  in  2004.  Its 
purpose  was  to  extend  the  definition  of 
"child”  to  include  the  fetus.  Some  39 
states  now  have  “fetal  homicide"  laws  on 
the  books  in  the  name  of  protecting  preg- 
nant women  from  violence.  But  far  from 
reducing  violence,  these  laws  have  been 
used  to  target  mothers.  In  South  Carolina, 
one  man  and  an  estimated  300  women 


have  been  charged  under  its  “feticide"  law. 

One  woman  being  punished  for  her 
personal  tragedy  is  Chinese  immigrant 
Bei  Bei  Shuai.  Her  “American  Dream” 
of  acquiring  an  education  and  achieving 
some  financial  security  had  been  cruelly 
shattered  by  the  brutal  realities  of  this 
racist  capitalist  society,  leaving  her  des- 
perate and  depressed.  In  December  2010 
in  Indianapolis,  Shuai  attempted  suicide 
by  eating  rat  poison  when  33  weeks  preg- 
nant. She  survived,  but  her  child  was 
delivered  prematurely  and  died  three  days 
later.  In  March  2011,  Shuai  was  charged 
with  “feticide,"  and  she  has  only  just  been 
released  on  bond  after  spending  more  than 
a year  in  jail.  Her  trial  is  set  for  Decem- 
ber after  the  Court  of  Appeals  refused  to 
dismiss  charges.  If  convicted,  she  faces 
45  years  to  life  in  a prison  hellhole.  Drop 
the  charges  against  Amanda  Kimbrough, 
Hope  Ankrom,  Bei  Bei  Shuai  and  all 
other  mothers  charged  under  chemical 
endangerment  and  feticide  laws! 

For  the  reactionary  zealots  and  relig- 
ious fundamentalists,  “fetal  rights"  is 
a means  to  advance  a broader  agenda: 
overturning  Roe  v.  Wade  and  banning 


abortion.  The  president  of  the  fanatical 
anti-abortion  group  Operation  Rescue  has 
gloated:  "We  win  every  time  we  estab- 
lish the  precedent  that  the  unborn  child  in 
the  womb  is  a unique  human  individual." 
These  anti-woman  forces  are  also  widely 
pushing  “personhood"  initiatives,  which 
are  currently  under  legislative  debate  in 
several  states,  including  in  Alabama.  Such 
measures  define  human  life  as  beginning 
at  conception,  effectively  outlawing  abor- 
tion, fertility  treatments  and  certain  meth- 
ods of  contraception. 

The  bigots  treat  women  as  if  they  were 
nothing  more  than  "maternal  hosts”  for 
the  next  generation.  As  Emma  Kettering- 
ham,  the  director  of  legal  advocacy  at  the 
National  Advocates  for  Pregnant  Women 
put  it: 

"Everyone  talks  about  the  personhood 
of  the  fetus,  hut  what’s  really  at  stake  is 
the  personhood  of  women....  It  starts  with 
cocaine,  and  then  it's  cigarettes  and  alcohol. 
How  much  alcohol?  And  when?  It’s  only  a 
matter  of  time  until  it  comes  to  refusing  a 
bed-rest  order  because  you  need  to  work 
and  take  care  of  your  other  children  and 
then  you  have  a miscarriage.  What  if  you 
stay  at  a job  where  you're  exposed  to  toxic 
chemicals,  as  at  a dry  cleaner?" 


As  Marxist  materialists,  we  reject  the 
idealist  notion — ultimately  derived  from 
religion — that  a fetus  is  a human  with  a 
"soul.”  Since  a fetus  and  the  mother  are 
biologically  united  during  pregnancy, 
all  attempts  to  endow  the  fetus  with 
rights  come  at  the  expense  of  those  of 
the  mother.  We  fight  for  full  democratic 
rights  and  social  services  for  women, 
including  free  abortion  on  demand. 

For  all  the  drivel  spewed  by  prosecu- 
tors and  legislators  over  the  well-being 
of  the  fetus,  the  real  threats  to  pregnant 
women  and  their  babies  are  the  massive 
inequalities  built  into  this  society  that 
deprive  millions  of  access  to  health  care, 
not  to  mention  jobs,  decent  housing  and 
education.  The  real  criminals  are  the 
landlords,  employers,  insurance  compa- 
nies and  government  at  all  levels — that 
is,  the  capitalists  and  their  institutions 
of  class  rule,  for  whom  the  lives  of  the 
poor,  working  and  black  population  are 
cheap.  One  result  is  that  the  rate  of  pre- 
term births  in  the  U.S.  is  comparable  to 
that  of  Kenya,  East  Timor  and  Honduras, 
while  its  infant  mortality  rate,  especially 
for  black  people,  is  higher  than  those  of 
other  advanced  capitalist  countries. 

Throwing  women  in  jail  for  "endanger- 
ing" their  fetuses  is  cut  of  the  same  cloth  as 
the  demonization  of  black  women  during 
the  "crack  baby  epidemic”  of  the  1980s 
and  90s.  This  hysteria  was  manufactured 
to  blame  the  ghetto  poor  for  their  own 
plight  and  flew  in  the  face  of  scientific 
research.  One  1999  article  summarized 
research  demonstrating  what  was  already 
known  about  the  relationship  between 
poverty  and  the  development  of  a young 
child’s  brain,  observing:  "The  inner-city 
child  who  has  had  no  drug  exposure  at 
all  is  doing  no  better  than  a child  labeled 
a 'crack  baby’” 

Today,  even  the  conservative  Ameri- 
can Medical  Association  has  come  out  in 
opposition  to  legislation  that  criminalizes 
pregnant  women  who  use  drugs.  Such 
laws  only  serve  to  deter  mothers-to-be 
from  seeking  out  the  crucial  medical  care 
and  attention  that  they  need.  Drug  use 
is  a private  matter.  In  the  case  of  drug 
continued  on  page  8 


Oklahoma  City,  February  28:  Protest  at  state  capitol  against  anti-abortion, 
anti-woman  “personhood"  bill  defining  human  life  as  beginning  at  conception. 
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Health  Care  Tussle:  Workers  and  Poor  Lose 


Last  week’s  5-4  Supreme 
Court  decision  sanctifying  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Afford- 
able Care  Act  (christened  with 
racist  intent  by  its  opponents 
as  Obamacare),  while  unantic- 
ipated by  many,  was  hardly 
earthshaking.  Chief  Justice 
John  Roberts,  normally  a mem- 
ber with  Scalia,  Alito  and 
Thomas  of  the  court’s  right-wing  bloc, 
joined  with  the  nominally  liberal  justices 
in  issuing  the  majority  decision.  Al- 
though not  a few  Tea  Party  types  now 
see  him  as  a traitor,  the  decision  simply 
asserted  that  the  government  has  the 
power  to  levy  taxes  on  the  populace,  a 
commonplace  that  does  not  suggest  that 
Roberts  was  possessed  by  the  ghost  of 
Lenin. 

With  Republicans  declaiming  against 


For  Free,  Quality 
Health  Care  for  All! 


the  act  as  an  insidious  introduction  of 
"socialism,"  their  Speaker  of  the  House 
John  Boehner  promised  to  rally  the  elec- 
torate to  destroy  it.  including  even  its 
popular  components,  such  as  barring 
denial  of  coverage  for  preexisting  con- 
ditions and  extending  it  to  dependents 
up  to  age  26.  For  his  part,  Obama  used 
the  occasion  of  the  Supreme  Court  rul- 
ing to  modestly  offer  himself  as  a fighter 
for  what  is  good  for  the  American  peo- 


ple, untainted  by  the  quest  for  politi- 
cal power.  As  we  wrote  when  Obama 
announced  this  plan  (WV  No.  943,  25 
September  2009): 

"With  the  official  unemployment  rate 
crowding  10  percent — and  double  that 
when  the  underemployed  and  those 
who  have  slopped  looking  for  work  are 
added  in — the  number  of  those  with 
no  health  insurance  increases  day  by 
day.  Obama  invokes  the  plight  of  the 
uninsured,  with  promises  of  a level  of 


care  not  much  above  a pledge  to 
pick  up  the  dead  bodies,  in  order 
to  massively  cut  health  care  costs. 
Some  $600  billion  in  savings  is 
to  come  from  reducing  govern- 
ment spending  on  Medicare  and 
Medicaid.  Also  being  eyed  for 
the  ax  by  the  health  reform  execu- 
tioners are  the  now  non-taxable 
employer-paid  health  programs 
won  through  the  hard-fought 
union  battles  of  the  past." 

Today,  liberal  pundits  and  the  AFL- 
CIO  trade-union  tops  are  seizing  on  the 
court  decision  to  induct  Obama  into  the 
pantheon  of  such  Democratic  Party  "pro- 
gressives" as  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt. 
Harry  Truman  and  Lyndon  Johnson. 
These  efforts  to  resurrect  the  halcyon 
days  when  the  Democratic  Party  was 
the  putative  champion  of  the  working 
class  and  poor  are  but  camouflage  for 
continued  on  page  2 


Left:  Greek  Communist  Party  (KKE)  banner  at  Athens  protest  appeals  to  the  "people,"  May  14.  Right:  Soup  kitchen  line  in  Athens  last  February.  Homelessness 
has  skyrocketed,  and  one  in  three  Greeks  lives  below  official  poverty  line. 


Down  With  the  EU! 
For  a Workers  Europe! 


The  following  article  is  reprinted 
from  Workers  Hammer  No.  219  (Sum- 
mer 2012),  newspaper  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League/Britain,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League. 

When  the  conservative  New  Democ- 
racy emerged  as  the  winning  party 
in  the  17  June  election,  its  leader 
Antonis  Samaras  proclaimed:  “The 
Greek  people  today  voted  for  the  Euro- 
pean course  and  that  we  remain  in  the 
euro"  ( Guardian , 18  June).  Having  barely 
scraped  a victory.  New  Democracy  will 
head  a coalition  government  with  the  Pan- 
Hellenic  Socialist  Movement  (PASOK). 
which  got  a mere  twelve  per  cent  of  the 
vote,  and  the  smaller  Democratic  Left 
(Dimar).  The  new  government  can  hardly 
lay  claim  to  having  a popular  mandate — 
the  aggregate  vote  for  all  three  parties  is 


less  than  50  per  cent  of  the  votes  cast,  on 
a very  low  turnout.  New  Democracy  and 
PASOK.  who  have  alternated  in  govern- 
ment ever  since  the  fall  of  the  military 
junta  in  1974.  now  take  the  reins.  With 
Samaras  as  prime  minister,  Greece  will 
once  again  be  ruled  by  the  same  corrupt 
and  vicious  gang  that  has  brought  ruin 
to  the  Greek  working  people,  shredding 
wages,  pensions  and  services  at  the  behest 
of  the  European  Union,  European  Central 
Bank  and  IMF  imperialist  troika 
New  Democracy’s  victory  was  greeted 
with  relief  by  the  imperialist  rulers  of 
Europe  and  the  U.S.,  who  feared  a rejec- 
tion of  the  austerity  package  and  a melt- 
down of  the  single  currency  if  Syriza,  the 


Coalition  of  the  Radical  Left,  had  won 
the  election.  Syriza’s  unexpected  electoral 
success,  especially  in  the  May  election, 
was  an  index  of  the  desperation  of  the 
masses  of  workers  and  petty  bourgeoi- 
sie. who  revile  the  onerous  conditions  of 
the  bank  bailout  demanded  by  the  troika. 
But  Syriza’s  programme  accepts  the 


capitalist  order  and  the  EU,  which  is 
dominated  by  the  imperialist  bank- 
ers, while  seeking  only  to  ameliorate 
the  terms  under  which  the  extortion 
is  carried  out.  Syriza,  which  includes 
ex-Eurocommunists,  Maoists  and  a 
clutch  of  reformist  fake-Trotskyist 
groups,  finished  a very  close  second 
in  the  June  election,  with  almost  27 
per  cent  of  the  vote.  The  Stalinist  Com- 
munist Party  (KKE)  saw  its  vote  drop  to 
4.5  per  cent. 

Everyone  knows  that  the  Greek  election 
has  not  solved  the  crisis  in  the  euro  zone, 
but  has  merely  postponed  it.  While  stock 
markets  surged  the  morning  following 
continued  on  page  7 


Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece  Statement: 

Vote  KKE!  No  Vote  to  Syriza! 

See  Page  7 
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Lynne  Stewart 
Appeal  Rejected 


On  June  28,  the  U.S.  Second  Circuit 
Court  of  Appeals  upheld  the  vindictive 
10-year  prison  sentence  against  leftist 
attorney  Lynne  Stewart,  who  was  pros- 
ecuted for  defending  an  Islamic  cleric 
imprisoned  for  an  alleged  plot  to  blow 
up  New  York  City  landmarks  in  the  early 
1990s.  Stewart,  along  with  her  interpreter 
Mohamed  Yousry  and  paralegal  Ahmed 
Abdel  Sattar,  was  convicted  in  Febru- 
ary 2005  of  conspiracy  to  provide  mate- 
rial support  to  terrorism  and  to  defraud 
the  U.S.  government.  As  we  wrote  at 
the  time  in  WV  No.  842  (18  February 
2005):  “The  verdict  gives  the  govern- 
ment a green  light  to  prosecute  lawyers 
for  the  alleged  crimes  of  their  clients, 
thereby  shooting  the  basic  right  to  coun- 
sel to  hell.”  Opponents  of  the  “war  on 
terror”  assault  on  democratic  rights  must 
demand:  Free  Lynne  Stewart  now! 

Stewart  was  initially  sentenced  to  28 
months  in  prison.  The  Obama  adminis- 
tration appealed  the  ruling  in  order  to 
vastly  increase  the  sentence.  Rather  than 
expressing  regret  for  representing  her 
client,  in  a November  2009  interview 


Stewart  declared:  “I  would  do  it  again.” 
In  2010,  a federal  court  quadrupled  the 
then  70-year-old  cancer  patient’s  sentence 
to  ten  years,  which  her  lawyer  described 
last  week  as  “a  lifetime,  her  lifetime.” 

In  its  ruling,  the  Second  Circuit  repeat- 
edly cited  Stewart’s  “lack  of  remorse” 
as  a key  motivation  for  upholding  the 
sentence.  The  court  also  cynically  pro- 
claimed that  “permitting  review  of  the 
defendant’s  public  statements”  to  justify 
this  barbaric  punishment — namely  com- 
ments made  after  her  original  sentenc- 
ing— “does  not  violate  her  right  to  speak 
under  First  Amendment  principles.”  As 
Stewart’s  husband.  Ralph  Poynter,  told 
WV:  “They’re  angry  because  she’s  not 
bent  or  bowed.” 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee  has 
contributed  to  Stewart’s  defense  and 
encourages  others  to  do  the  same.  Dona- 
tions can  be  sent  to:  Lynne  Stewart  Organ- 
ization, 1070  Dean  Street,  Brooklyn, 
New  York  11216.  Letters  can  be  mailed 
to:  Lynne  Stewart,  #53504-054,  FMC 
Carswell,  Federal  Medical  Center,  P.O. 
Box  27137,  Fort  Worth,  TX  76127.  ■ 


Health  Care... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

perpetuating  the  rule  of  decaying  U.S. 
imperialism.  From  World  War  II,  which 
established  the  military  and  economic 
dominance  of  the  American  empire, 
through  the  Korean  and  Vietnam  wars  and 
the  more  recent  occupations  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan — these  Democratic  Party 
“progressives”  have  engaged  in  whatever 
savagery  was  deemed  necessary  to  main- 
tain the  supremacy  of  U.S.  imperialism. 

Reforms  enacted  under  their  regimes — 
from  FDR’s  “New  Deal”  to  LBJ’s  “Great 
Society"  programs — had  nothing  to  do 
with  the  virtues  attributed  to  the  Demo- 
cratic Party.  On  the  contrary,  they  were  the 
by-products  of  mass  social  struggles,  from 
the  class  battles  of  the  1930s  that  forged  the 
industrial  trade  unions  and  the  giant  strike 
wave  following  World  War  II  to  the  civil 
rights  and  Vietnam  antiwar  movements. 

Although  modest  in  scope,  these  were 
nevertheless  real  gains  for  the  working 
class,  black  people  and  the  poor.  Not  so 
the  Affordable  Care  Act.  With  its  individ- 
ual mandate  requiring  those  not  insured  by 
their  employers  or  qualifying  for  Medicare 
or  Medicaid  to  buy  health  insurance  or  pay 
a substantial  Fine,  the  biggest  beneficiaries 
of  this  “health  care”  bill  will  be  the  profit- 
gouging health  insurance  giants  and  phar- 
maceutical companies.  The  medical  profes- 
sion and  hospitals  will  also  be  enlisted  as 
the  overseers  of  “cost  containment.”  The 
Hyde  Amendment  denying  federal  monies 
for  abortion  was  reaffirmed  by  an  executive 
order  issued  by  Obama.  In  the  bill,  undoc- 
umented immigrants  are  proscribed  from 
receiving  any  of  the  act’s  benefits.  Union 
workers  with  so-called  “Cadillac”  health 
plans  will  shoulder  a portion  of  the  costs  of 
this  “reform”  through  proposed  new  taxes. 

The  poorest  layers  of  society  were  sup- 
posed to  receive  coverage  under  this  law 
through  an  expansion  of  Medicaid.  Now 
state  governments,  beginning  with  Florida 
and  South  Carolina,  have  announced  that 
they  will  opt  out  of  this  expansion  after 
the  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  they  cannot 
be  penalized  for  doing  so.  It  is  no  coinci- 
dence that  this  revolt  begins  in  the  states 
of  the  former  Confederacy.  The  very  fact 
that  the  U.S.  is  the  only  major  industrial 
country  on  the  face  of  the  planet  without  a 
national  health  system  is  testament  to  the 
brutal  racial  oppression  of  black  people. 

The  color  bar  has  historically  served 
to  divide  and  weaken  the  working  class, 
impeding  the  development  of  class  con- 
sciousness and  the  formation  of  even  a 
reformist  workers  party.  The  existence  of 
such  parties  in  Europe,  together  with  the 
militant  struggles  and  socialist  aspirations 
of  advanced  layers  of  the  proletariat,  led 
to  the  creation  of  nationwide  health  care, 
pensions  and  other  programs.  In  contrast, 
in  the  U.S.  many  such  benefits  were  the 
product  of  individual  union  battles.  Corre- 
spondingly, the  dearth  of  strikes  in  recent 
decades  has  led  to  the  butchering  of  health 
care,  pensions  and  other  union  gains  by 
the  bosses.  They  have  overwhelmingly 
gotten  away  with  it  thanks  to  the  acquies- 
cence of  the  trade-union  bureaucrats,  who 


are  committed  to  preserving  the  "competi- 
tiveness" of  American  capitalism. 

Private-sector  unions  having  been  rav- 
aged, including  much  of  what  existed  of 
guaranteed  health  and  pension  benefits. 
Democrats  and  Republicans  alike  are 
carrying  out  wholesale  attacks  on  such 
remaining  plans  for  public  workers  unions. 
The  capitalist  politicians  are  whipping 
up  a public  outcry  against  these  workers 
for  supposedly  living  high  off  the  hog  at 
the  taxpayers’  expense.  In  racist  capital- 
ist America,  the  reactionary  myth  that 
social  programs  are  merely  a drain  on  the 
income  of  hard-working  people  has  long 
been  wielded  to  shred  benefits  for  the 
ghetto  and  barrio  poor.  Now  these  guns 
are  being  turned  on  what  benefits  remain 
for  the  working  class  as  a whole. 

Republicans  promote  the  idea  that  the 
answer  to  societal  decay  is  to  further 
increase  the  massive  transfer  of  wealth  and 
income  to  the  0.01  percent  of  the  popula- 
tion that  constitutes  America’s  ruling  class. 
The  Democrats  propose  to  put  lipstick  on 
the  pig  of  social  decay  by  “reforming,” 
i.e.,  decreasing,  benefits  available  through 
such  social  programs  as  continue  to  exist. 
In  either  case,  the  result  is  the  same:  the 
continuing  erosion  of  the  living  standards, 
and  the  very  ability  to  live,  of  working 
and  poor  people  in  the  U.S. 

Free,  quality  health  care  for  all  is  a burn- 
ing need  for  the  mass  of  the  population.  To 
win  this  demand  would  require  a revival 
of  working-class  struggle.  Such  will  not  be 
forthcoming  from  the  misleaders  sitting 
atop  the  unions.  Following  the  Supreme 
Court  decision,  AFL-CIO  president  Rich- 
ard Trumka  saluted  Obama’s  stand  “for 
fairness  and  for  working  men  and  women,” 
declaring  “the  election  this  November  pro- 
vides a clear  choice.”  Subordinating  the 
interests  of  the  workers  to  their  capitalist 
masters  as  represented  by  the  Democratic 
Party  has  long  been  the  name  of  the  game 
for  the  union  bureaucrats. 

Last  year,  it  was  played  to  contain 
protest  by  tens  of  thousands  of  union- 
ists, youth  and  others  who  had  rallied 
in  defense  of  Wisconsin’s  public  worker 
unions  against  Republican  governor  Scott 
Walker’s  union-busting  assault.  Diverting 
this  militancy  into  a recall  campaign,  the 
bureaucrats  were  handed  a stinging  rebuke 
when  Walker  beat  his  Democratic  Party 
opponent  for  a second  time.  With  union 
membership  among  Wisconsin  state  work- 
ers slashed  by  at  least  half  since  last  year, 
Trumka  declared  that  Walker’s  “divisive 
agenda  has  been  stopped  cold”! 

The  workers  would  find  plenty  of  allies 
if  they  waged  some  hard  class  struggle  for 
health  care,  for  black  and  immigrant  rights 
and  access  to  free  abortion  and  contra- 
ception. But  to  wage  such  a battle  means 
replacing  the  present  sellouts — who  ped- 
dle the  lie  that  the  workers  have  interests 
in  common  with  their  exploiters — with 
a leadership  committed  to  mobilizing 
labor’s  power  in  opposition  to  the  capitalist 
class  enemy.  The  workers  need  their  own 
party,  a multiracial  revolutionary  workers 
party  that  will  fight  to  expropriate  the 
health  care  industries  as  part  of  a fight  to 
overturn  the  rotting  American  imperialist 
order  through  socialist  revolution.  ■ 


Socialist  Revolution 
Is  the  Only  Way  Out 

Writing  during  the  Great  Depression  of 
the  1930s,  Leon  Trotsky  underlined  that 
only  workers  revolution  can  put  an  end  to 
the  privation  and  social  regression  endemic 
to  the  decaying  capitalist  profit  system.  The 
need  to  build  revolutionary  workers  parties 
based  on  this  understanding  is  graphically 
underscored  by  the  current  economic  cri- 
sis, as  the  capitalists  and  their  governments 
attempt  to  force  greater  austerity  down  the 
throats  of  working  people. 

The  first  and  most  important  premise  of  a revolutionary  situation  is  the  most  intense 
sharpening  of  the  contradictions  between  the  productive  forces  and  the  property  rela- 
tions. The  nation  stops  going  forward.  The  arrest  in  the  economic  development  and, 
even  more,  its  regression  signify  that  the  capitalist  system  of  production  is  definitely 
worn  out  and  must  give  way  to  the  socialist  system. 

The  present  crisis,  which  encompasses  all  countries  and  thrusts  the  economy  back 
decades,  has  definitely  pushed  the  bourgeois  system  to  absurdity.  If,  at  the  dawn  of  capi- 
talism, ignorant  and  starving  workers  broke  machines,  today  it  is  the  capitalists  them- 
selves who  destroy  machines  and  factories.  The  further  maintenance  of  the  private  own- 
ership of  the  means  of  production  threatens  humanity  with  degeneration  and  barbarism. 

The  basis  of  society  is  economic.  That  basis  is  ripe  for  socialism  in  a double  sense: 
modern  technology  has  advanced  to  a point  where  it  can  assure  a high  standard  of 
living  to  the  nation  and  to  all  humanity;  but  the  capitalist  property  system,  which  has 
outlived  itself,  dooms  the  masses  to  ever-increasing  poverty  and  suffering. 

The  fundamental  premise  of  socialism — that  is,  the  economic  premise — has  already 
been  present  for  some  time.  But  capitalism  will  not  disappear  from  the  scene  automati- 
cally. Only  the  working  class  can  seize  the  forces  of  production  from  the  stranglehold 
of  the  exploiters.  History  places  this  task  squarely  before  us.  If  the  proletariat  is,  for 
one  reason  or  another,  incapable  of  routing  the  bourgeoisie  and  of  seizing  power — if 
it  is,  for  example,  paralyzed  by  its  own  parties  and  trade  unions — the  continued  decay 
of  economy  and  civilization  will  follow,  calamities  will  pile  up.  despair  and  prostra- 
tion will  engulf  the  masses,  and  capitalism — decrepit,  decayed,  rotting — will  strangle 
the  people  with  increasing  strength,  and  will  thrust  them  into  the  abyss  of  a new  war. 
Other  than  the  socialist  revolution,  there  is  no  way  out. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “Once  Again,  Whither  France?”  (March  1935) 
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Supporters  and  opponents  of  Obama  health  care  law  outside  Supreme  Court 
hearings,  March  26. 
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Con  Ed  Locks  Out  Workers,  Screws  NYC 


WV  Photo 


July  3:  Utility  Workers  rally  with  Transport  Workers  Local  100  contingent  out- 
side Con  Ed  headquarters. 


JULY  2 — Consolidated  Edison  locked  out 
8.500  members  of  Utility  Workers  Union 
of  America  (UWUA)  Local  1-2  shortly 
after  their  contract  expired  at  midnight  on 
June  30.  With  Con  Ed  out  to  gut  pensions 
and  double  health  care  premiums.  Local 
1-2  members  had  earlier  authorized  a 
strike.  As  the  clock  ticked  down,  the  union 
president  maintained  he  would  not  con- 
cede on  pensions.  When  the  union  did  not 
buckle  at  the  negotiating  table,  the  utility 
ordered  workers  off  the  job.  Increasingly, 
companies  are  turning  to  lockouts — jus- 
tified by  the  anti-labor  New  York  Times 
as  “a  defensive  measure  against  the  threat 
of  a strike"  (1  July) — to  attempt  to  bust 
unions.  About  5,000  management  employ- 
ees are  working  as  scabs. 

In  gunning  for  the  union  of  this  skilled 
and  highly  specialized  workforce,  the 
giant  monopoly  is  imperiling  the  lives  and 
health  of  city  residents.  With  the  city  suf- 
focating under  a deadly  heat  wave.  Con 
Ed  is  exposing  the  sick,  the  elderly  and 
others  to  possible  heat  stroke  and  death. 


Violent  storms  accompanying  the  heat  in 
the  mid-Atlantic  have  knocked  out  power 
and  air  conditioning  to  3.9  million  cus- 
tomers and  done  "catastrophic  damage” 
to  power  grids.  Con  Ed  is  notorious  for  its 


antiquated  infrastructure  that  has  repeat- 
edly failed  under  high  summer  demand, 
including  just  last  month.  It  is  a testament 
to  the  hard  work  of  UWUA  members 
under  hazardous  conditions  that  there  are 


not  even  more  service  disruptions. 

The  union,  which  traces  its  roots  back 
to  a CIO  organizing  committee  in  1938. 
unites  electric,  gas  and  steam  plant  work- 
ers with  clerical  workers.  It  derives  sig- 
nificant social  power  from  its  key  role 
in  keeping  the  lights  on  in  the  center  of 
U.S.  finance  capital.  A successful  fight  by 
Local  1-2  members  to  defend  their  live- 
lihoods would  disrupt  the  current  tide  of 
lockouts,  pension  and  benefit  grabs  and 
anti-union  legislation  that  encouraged  Con 
Ed  to  hardline  it  with  the  utility  workers. 

Solid  picket  lines  reinforced  by  the 
ranks  of  city  labor  would  be  a good  first 
step.  Beware  labor’s  enemies,  including 
federal  mediators,  whose  purpose  is  to 
hamstring  the  union’s  power,  and  capi- 
talist Democratic  Party  politicians,  such 
as  former  governor  David  Paterson,  who 
brokered  the  2008  Local  1-2  contract. 
His  successor  Andrew  Cuomo  has  fueled 
the  anti-union  offensive,  attacking  state 
workers  with  a vengeance.  Defeat  Con  Ed 
union-busting!  Victory  to  the  UWUA!  ■ 


Anti-Socialist  Inequality  Party 

SEP  Denies  Racism  in 
Trayvon  Martin  Killing 


Outside  of  stone  racists,  Tea  Party 
yahoos  and  those  among  the  zoo  of 
reactionaries  contending  for  Republican 
presidential  candidate,  there  were  few 
who  openly  denied  the  bitter  truth  that 
17-year-old  Trayvon  Martin  was  killed 
in  cold  blood  by  a racist  vigilante  sim- 
ply because  he  was  black.  But  cries  from 
those  like  Newt  Gingrich  and  Rick  San- 
torum  that  to  portray  Martin’s  killing  as 
a "racial  issue  is  fundamentally  wrong,” 
“disgraceful"  and  divisive  found  an  echo 
from  an  organization  that  calls  itself  the 
Socialist  Equality  Party  (SEP).  A March 
31  statement  by  the  SEP’s  presidential 
candidate  Jerry  White  opined:  “The  kill- 
ing of  Trayvon  Martin  is  not  fundamen- 
tally about  race.”  White  concludes  by  urg- 
ing a "fight  for  socialism.”  The  notion  that 
the  socialist  liberation  of  the  working  class 
means  denying  the  reality  of  black  oppres- 
sion in  this  country — a cornerstone  for  the 
edifice  of  capitalist  rule  in  America — is 
a grotesque  but  accurate  measure  of  the 
political  sensibilities  animating  the  SEP. 

A subsequent  SEP  article  on  its  World 
Socialist  Web  Site  titled  “The  Killing 
of  Trayvon  Martin  and  Racial  Politics 
in  America"  (wsws.org,  5 April)  by  its 
National  Secretary  Joseph  Kishore  allows 
that  "racial  prejudice  may  [!!]  have  played 
a role  in  the  killing  of  Martin."  But  he 
asserts  that  the  eruption  of  massive  pro- 
tests had  nothing  to  do  with  race,  much 
less  the  daily  reality  of  racist  terror 
against  black  people  in  this  society.  That 
Martin’s  killer,  George  Zimmerman,  saw 
a young  black  man  in  a hoodie  as  a dan- 
gerous predator  also  is  of  no  consequence 
to  Kishore.  Instead,  he  presents  this  cop 
wannabe  as  one  of  many  “disturbed  indi- 
viduals” whose  "violent  actions”  are  the 
product  of  the  "tensions  building  up  in 
American  society”  as  a result  of  the  cur- 
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rent  economic  crisis.  This  is  kind  of  like 
describing  lynchings  in  the  Jim  Crow 
South  as  the  product  of  the  economic 
dislocations  resulting  from  the  destruc- 
tion of  slavery  but... having  nothing  to  do 
with  race. 

Kishore  presents  such  arguments  as 
a statement  of  supposed  working-class 
opposition  to  the  Democratic  Party,  which 
he  proclaims  is  using  “the  killing  of  Mar- 
tin to  promote  the  reactionary  politics 
of  racial  identity.”  As  evidence,  Kishore 
points  to  an  observation  by  Jesse  Jackson 
that  “racial  profiling  is  all  too  common 
in  the  US,  and  has  led  to  the  killing  of  a 
young  man."  Who  other  than  an  apologist 
for  racism  or  perhaps  an  escapee  from  an 
asylum  for  the  criminally  insane  could 
deny  that  this  is  an  elementary  statement 
of  fact?  The  problem  isn’t  that  Jackson, 
A1  Sharpton  and  others  of  their  ilk  are 
fanning  the  flames  of  outrage  against  rac- 
ist reaction  in  America.  On  the  contrary, 
their  purpose  is  precisely  to  contain  such 
outrage  and  keep  it  safely  in  the  channels 
of  pro-Democratic  Party  electoralism. 

The  SEP  and  Victor  Berger 

In  its  articles  on  Martin,  the  SEP  po- 
lemicizes  against  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization  (ISO)  and  other  left- 
ists who  did  their  bit  in  promoting  the 
"change  we  can  believe  in”  credentials 
of  Barack  Obama  as  U.S.  imperialist 
Commander-in-Chief.  But,  far  from  expos- 
ing such  pro-Democratic  Party  belly  crawl- 
ing, Kishore’s  article  opened  the  door  for 
the  ISO  to  try  to  present  its  organization 
as  genuine  fighters  for  "socialist  equality," 
including  for  black  people. 

In  a letter  attributed  to  ISO  honcho 
Sherry  Wolf  that  is  posted  on  wsws.org 
(19  April),  she  thanked  Kishore  for  his 
article,  saying  that  she  had  circulated  it 
to  ISO  members  as  a "useful  example 
of  lunk-headed  indifference  to  racism  in 
the  name  of  socialism."  In  reply.  Kishore 
argued:  “Socialists  have  never  denied  or 
ignored  the  existence  of  racism.  However, 
the  historic  position  of  the  socialist  move- 
ment has  been  that  the  struggle  against 
racism  and  all  forms  of  oppression  must 
be  based  on  the  fight  to  unite  all  work- 
ers, on  the  basis  of  their  common  class 


interests,  against  the  capitalist  system."  In 
fact,  to  unite  workers  around  their  com- 
mon class  interests  requires  championing 
the  rights  of  black  people,  immigrants  and 
other  minorities  who  are  a vital  part  of  the 
proletariat.  As  Karl  Marx  put  it,  "Labor 
cannot  emancipate  itself  in  the  white  skin 
where  in  the  black  it  is  branded.” 

Any  organization  claiming  a revolu- 
tionary perspective  must  take  up  the  fight 
against  the  special  oppression  of  black 
people  in  the  U.S.  The  forcible  segrega- 
tion of  the  black  population  at  the  bot- 
tom of  this  society  has  been  integral  to 
capitalist  rule  in  America  since  the  days 
of  slavery.  Poisonous  anti-black  racism 
fomented  by  the  bourgeoisie  has  long 
been  a barrier  to  the  proletariat  develop- 
ing a consciousness  of  itself  as  a class, 
crippling  its  struggles  against  the  capital- 
ist class  enemy. 

The  position  that  Kishore  puts  for- 
ward is  indeed  “historic,”  the  history 
being  that  of  the  American  Socialist  Party, 
which  included  the  likes  of  outright  white 
supremacist  Victor  Berger.  Even  the  best 
elements  of  the  early  socialist  movement, 
such  as  Eugene  Debs,  who  opposed  all 
racial  prejudice,  treated  the  question  of 
black  oppression  as  simply  part  of  the 
workers  struggle  against  capitalism  and 
no  more.  As  James  P.  Cannon,  a founder 
of  the  American  Communist  movement 
and  later  of  U.S.  Trotskyism,  wrote  in 
“The  Russian  Revolution  and  the  Ameri- 
can Negro  Movement"  (printed  in  The 
First  Ten  Years  of  American  Communism 
[1962]):  "The  old  theory  of  American 
radicalism  turned  out  in  practice  to  be  a 
formula  for  inaction  on  the  Negro  front, 
and — incidentally — a convenient  shield  for 
the  dormant  racial  prejudices  of  the  white 
radicals  themselves." 

This  changed  when  the  victory  of  the 
1917  Russian  Revolution,  as  Cannon  put 
it,  "began  to  thunder  its  demand  through- 
out the  world  for  freedom  and  equality  for 
all  national  minorities,  all  subject  peoples 
and  all  races."  The  Communist  Interna- 
tional under  the  leadership  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party  fought  with  the 
early  American  Communists  to  champion 
the  fight  for  black  rights.  The  Bolsheviks 
understood  that,  far  from  "dividing"  the 


working  class  as  the  SEP  would  have  it. 
the  fight  for  black  freedom  was  critical 
to  uniting  the  American  proletariat  in 
struggle  for  its  own  emancipation  from 
capitalist  wage  slavery. 

Since  our  inception,  the  Spartacist 
League  has  fought  for  the  program  of 
revolutionary  integrationism:  fighting  to 
mobilize  the  multiracial  working  class 
against  every  manifestation  of  racial 
oppression  as  part  of  arming  the  work- 
ers for  the  struggle  for  proletarian  social- 
ist revolution.  This  is  the  only  road  to 
achieving  genuine  and  full  equality  for 
the  black  masses  through  their  integra- 
tion into  an  egalitarian  socialist  society. 

In  contrast,  the  SEP’s  conscious  oppo- 
sition to  even  the  mention  of  racial  preju- 
dice in  the  Trayvon  Martin  case  is  no  aber- 
ration. Such  contemptible  indifference  to 
special  oppression  has  been  a hallmark 
of  this  organization  and  its  predecessor, 
the  Workers  League  (WL).  for  decades. 
This  was  put  most  crudely  by  former  WL 
leader  Tim  Wohlforth  who,  in  the  early 
1970s,  told  a group  of  young  New  Left 
Maoists:  “The  working  class  hates  fag- 
gots, women’s  libbers  and  hippies,  and 
so  do  we!”  Such  views  were  indeed  those 
of  the  AFL-CIO  bureaucracy  at  the  time 
under  George  Meany.  who  had  nothing 
but  racist  contempt  for  the  fight  for  black 
rights  or  those  of  anyone  else.  Yet,  at  the 
height  of  Vietnam  antiwar  protests  and 
the  upheavals  in  the  black  ghettos,  the 
WL  urged  that  Meany ’s  AFL-CIO  form  a 
"labor  party"  on  a program  that  omitted 
any  mention  of  the  war  or  the  fight  for 
black  liberation. 

After  current  SEP  head  David  North  took 
over  as  WL  leader,  its  press,  the  Bulletin . 
denounced  the  Spartacist  League  as  having 
“a  grotesque  fixation  with  the  issue  of  race." 
This  was  its  response  to  the  5,000-strong 
labor/black  mobilization  on  27  November 
1982 — initiated  and  led  by  the  SL — which 
successfully  drove  a gang  of  Klan  terror- 
ists off  the  streets  of  Washington,  D.C. 
Integrated  unions  in  the  D.C./Virginia 
continued  on  page  JO 
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Stirring  Up  the  South  China  Sea 


U.S.  Imperialism  Tightens 
Military  Vise  on  China 


VVV/Subic  Bay  News 

USS  Denver  at  Philippines’  Subic  Bay  in  April  during  joint  military  exercises  in  South 
China  Sea. 


Concretizing  a strategic  mili- 
tary turn  by  U.S.  imperialism. 
Secretary  of  Defense  Leon  Panetta 
announced  in  Singapore  in  June 
that  by  2020.  60  percent  of  U.S. 
warships,  which  are  now  evenly 
split  between  the  Atlantic  and 
Pacific  Oceans,  would  be  moved 
to  the  Asia-Pacific  region.  Panet- 
ta’s  trip  to  Southeast  Asia  followed 
visits  to  the  region  by  Secretary 
of  State  Clinton  and  President 
Obama,  who  declared  the  shift  to 
the  Pacific  a "top  priority." 

Despite  occasional  denials  by 
administration  spokesmen,  the 
central  target  of  the  U.S.  “pivot” 
toward  the  Pacific  is  China,  the 
most  powerful  of  the  remaining 
countries  where  capitalist  rule 
has  been  overthrown.  The  Pen- 
tagon itself  makes  this  clear  as 
it  gradually  discloses  details  of 
battle  guidelines  "designed  to 
counter  the  military  challenge 
from  China”  ( Financial  Times, 

31  May).  Known  as  the  AirSea 
Battle  fighting  “concept" — an 
echo  of  the  1970s  AirLand  Battle 
doctrine  adopted  in  the  Cold  War  against 
the  Soviet  Union — the  plan  is  meant  to 
"cement  US  alliances  and  to  counter 
‘anti-access,  area-denial’  weapons  and 
capabilities,”  such  as  a new  generation 
of  anti-ship  missiles  being  developed  by 
China.  According  to  one  Pentagon  docu- 
ment noted  in  the  article,  a serious  attack 
on  China’s  “anti-access,  area-denial" 
defenses  would  mean  "preparing  for  a 
large  pre-emptive  strike  on  military  bases 
in  mainland  China.” 

Washington  has  over  the  last  two  years 
made  a concerted  series  of  moves  aimed 
at  extending  and  strengthening  pressures 
against  China,  from  resuming  aid  to  Indo- 
nesia’s Kopassus  special  forces  and  nor- 
malizing relations  with  Myanmar  (Burma) 
to  the  stationing  of  Marines  in  Darwin, 
Australia,  and  joint  maneuvers  with  U.S. 
client  states.  Reporting  on  a summit  meet- 
ing between  Japan  and  Pacific  island 
countries  that  was  also  attended  by  a U.S. 
delegation,  the  Yomiuri  Shimbun  (29  May) 
wrote  that  the  region  "is  now  in  the  middle 
of  a power  struggle  involving  Japan,  the 
United  States  and  Australia  on  the  one 
hand  and  China  on  the  other.” 

The  tightening  of  the  military  vise  on 
China  has  been  combined  with  brazenly 
belligerent  acts  by  the  U.S.  or  its  allies. 
In  mid  April,  India  successfully  tested 
a long-range  ballistic  missile  capable  of 
carrying  a nuclear  warhead  and  giving 
India  “complete  coverage  of  targets  in 
China”  ( New  York  Times,  19  April).  The 
feat  was  widely  applauded  in  the  U.S. 
capitalist  media,  which  spews  endless  lies 
and  double-talk  to  condemn  nuclear  test- 
ing by  regimes  that  Washington  deems 
evil  (North  Korea,  Iran).  Just  three  days 
before  the  test,  the  U.S.  and  its  Philippine 


client  state  began  joint  military  exercises 
in  the  South  China  Sea  while  Chinese 
fishing  and  maritime  patrol  vessels  were 
in  a standoff  with  a Philippine  warship  in 
the  Sea’s  Scarborough  Shoal. 

In  drawing  down  the  occupations  of 
Iraq  and  Afghanistan  (while  stepping  up 
drone  bombardments  and  “targeted”  kill- 
ings in  Pakistan  and  Yemen),  the  Obama 
administration  set  the  stage  for  the  “pivot” 
toward  the  Asia-Pacific.  This  marks  a 
return  to  the  strategy  adopted  by  the  U.S. 
rulers  following  the  counterrevolution- 
ary destruction  of  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state  in  1991-92.  The  fall  of  the 
Soviet  Union  removed  what  had  been  the 
imperialists’  supreme  military  target  and 
the  only  real  counterweight  to  their  domi- 
nation of  the  world,  allowing  the  U.S.  to 
pull  back  military  forces  in  Europe  and 
redeploy  toward  the  western  Pacific  Rim. 

While  the  September  11  terror  attacks 
diverted  U.S.  attention  to  Afghanistan  and 
other  targets  of  the  “war  on  terror,”  that 
concocted  "war"  itself  served  to  expand 
and  strengthen  the  imperialists’  military 
arc  around  China,  whose  Stalinist  leaders 
endorsed  the  "anti-terror”  campaign.  U.S. 
bases  were  established  in  Central  Asia, 
while  India  and  Mongolia  were  drawn 
into  closer  cooperation  with  Washing- 
ton. Beginning  in  2002,  some  1,000  U.S. 
Marines  and  Special  Forces  have  been 
dispatched  to  the  island  of  Mindanao  in 
the  southern  Philippines,  the  location  of  a 
protracted  Muslim  insurgency,  where  they 
rotate  through  to  this  day. 

The  Spartacist  League.  U.S.  section 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  stands  four- 
square for  the  military  defense  of  the 
bureaucratically  deformed  workers  states 


— China.  North  Korea.  Vietnam,  Laos  and 
Cuba — against  the  imperialists  and  against 
internal  counterrevolutionary  forces.  Just 
as  workers  must  defend  the  trade  unions 
against  the  attacks  of  the  exploiters,  despite 
a union  leadership  whose  support  to  the 
capitalist  order  cripples  labor  struggle,  so 
too  must  the  social  revolutions  from  China 
to  Cuba  be  defended  against  the  imperial- 
ists, who  seek  to  revive  the  decaying  capi- 
talist profit  system  by  turning  those  coun- 
tries back  into  fields  for  the  most  brutal 
exploitation.  We  demand  the  removal  of 
all  American  bases  and  troops  from  Asia 
as  part  of  the  struggle  to  mobilize  the  U.S. 
working  class  against  its  "own”  capitalist 


rulers  and  their  predatory  military 
adventures,  a struggle  that  must  be 
consummated  through  the  revolu- 
tionary overturn  of  the  capitalist- 
imperialist  world  order. 

Our  military  defense  of  the  work- 
ers states  against  the  class  enemy 
is  unconditional — that  is.  it  is  not 
dependent  on  the  policies  pursued 
by  the  ruling  Stalinist  regimes  or 
by  the  particular  circumstances  of 
the  conflict.  At  the  same  time,  as 
Trotskyists  the  ICL  maintains  our 
opposition  to  those  regimes,  which 
undermine  the  workers  states  by 
politically  suppressing  the  work- 
ing class  and  seeking  to  accom- 
modate the  imperialists,  who  will 
stop  at  nothing  to  secure  their  rule 
and  profits. 

China’s  Military  Advances 

The  Pentagon’s  accelerated  shift 
toward  East  and  Southeast  Asia  is 
driven  in  large  part  by  the  major 
leaps  China  has  made  in  its  de- 
fense capability  over  the  past  pe- 
riod, a welcome  development  that 
occurred  mostly  as  U.S.  forces 
were  bogged  down  in  the  Afghanistan  and 
Iraq  quagmires.  In  building  up  military 
forces  in  the  coastal  region  facing  Tai- 
wan and  enhancing  its  nuclear  capability, 
China  has  won  a greater  degree  of  protec- 
tion against  imperialist  brinkmanship. 

In  1996,  the  U.S.  sent  two  aircraft 
carrier  groups  to  waters  off  Taiwan  in 
response  to  Chinese  military  exercises 
coinciding  with  Taiwan’s  presidential 
election  campaign.  This  provocation  by 
the  Clinton  administration,  the  largest 
U.S.  naval  deployment  in  the  Pacific 
since  the  Vietnam  War,  brought  to  mind 
the  imperialists’  "gunboat  diplomacy”  in 
the  19th  century  as  they  carved  up  and 


Chinese  submarine  during  fleet  review  celebrating  60th  anniversary  of 
People  s Liberation  Army  Navy,  April  2009. 


For  Revolutionary  Internationalist 
Defense  of  China,  Vietnam! 


4 


WORKERS  VANGUARD 


lorded  it  over  China.  It  also  spurred  Bei- 
jing to  ramp  up  defense  spending,  which 
it  continued  to  do  throughout  its  economic 
boom  of  the  last  decade. 

China  now  possesses  or  is  rapidly 
developing  land-based  ballistic  and  cruise 
missiles,  jets  with  anti-ship  missiles,  con- 
ventionally and  nuclear-powered  subma- 
rines. long-range  radars  and  surveillance 
satellites  and  space  weapons.  U.S.  ana- 
lysts describe  this  array  as  a potential 
“game  changer"  that  "could  force  the 
U.S.  Navy  to  pull  its  carriers  and  other 
surface  combatants  far  back  from  China’s 
coasts"  (Aaron  L.  Friedberg,  A Contest 
for  Supremacy:  China.  America  and  the 
Struggle  for  Mastery  in  Asia  [201 1 )).  The 
American  imperialists  are  determined  to 
counter  this  development  as  part  of  their 
effort  to  remain  the  world’s  overwhelm- 
ingly dominant  military  force. 

Our  defense  of  the  workers  states  includes 
support  to  their  development  of  nuclear 
weapons  and  delivery  systems.  Having  First 
successfully  tested  a nuclear  bomb  in  1964, 
China  initially  possessed  liquid-fueled 
ballistic  missiles  that  were  vulnerable  to 
destruction  by  First-strike  launches.  But  in 
recent  years  it  has  developed  solid-fueled 
ICBMs,  capable  of  striking  the  U.S.  main- 
land. Some  of  these  are  not  in  Fixed  silos 
but  are  mobile,  making  them  all  but  impos- 
sible to  take  out.  China  will  reportedly 
soon  deploy  submarine-launched  missiles 
that  could  also  reach  the  U.S.  The  People’s 
Republic  has  thus  achieved  a crucial  deter- 
rent to  attack  by  U.S.  imperialism,  the  only 
state  power  to  have  used  atomic  weapons, 
incinerating  200,000  civilians  in  Japan 
in  1945.  While  President  Harry  Truman 
and  other  U.S.  ofFicials  considered  using 
this  weapon  of  mass  destruction  against 
the  Chinese  in  the  failed  attempt  to  “roll 
back  Communism”  during  the  Korean 
War,  they  were  constrained  by  the  pos- 
session of  the  bomb  by  the  USSR.  By  the 
1970s  the  Soviet  Union  had  reached  rough 
nuclear  parity  with  the  U.S.,  which  China 
is  nowhere  near  attaining. 

Stalinist  Accommodation 
to  Imperialism 

While  impressive  and  necessary,  Chi- 
na's military  and  economic  advances  can- 
not ultimately  guarantee  the  survival  of 
the  workers  state  in  a world  dominated 
by  imperialist  powers  bent  on  its  destruc- 
tion. The  overthrow  of  capitalist  rule  by 
the  1949  Revolution  liberated  the  workers 
and  peasants  from  imperialist  subjugation 
and  the  tyranny  of  the  Chinese  bourgeoi- 
sie. The  collectivization  of  the  economy 
set  the  stage  for  a tremendous  leap  in  the 
masses’  conditions  over  their  previous 
miserable  existence  and  created  a signifi- 
cant industrial  base  (at  first  with  substan- 
tial Soviet  aid),  a necessary  foundation  for 
the  military  defense  of  the  revolution. 

However,  unlike  the  proletarian  Octo- 
ber Revolution  of  1917  in  Russia,  which 
created  a workers  state  based  on  work- 
ers, peasants  and  soldiers  soviets  (coun- 
cils), the  1949  Revolution  was  the  result 
of  a peasant-based  guerrilla  war  led  by 
Mao  Zedong’s  Chinese  Communist  Party 
(CCP),  ushering  in  a workers  state  that 
was  bureaucratically  deformed  from  its 
inception.  The  CCP’s  political  framework 
is  the  profoundly  anti-Marxist  dogma  of 
"socialism  in  one  country,”  proclaimed  by 
J.V.  Stalin  in  late  1924  as  the  watchword 
of  the  bureaucracy  that  usurped  political 
power  from  the  Soviet  proletariat.  Over- 
turning the  internationalist  program  and 
principles  that  guided  the  Bolsheviks 
under  V.  1.  Lenin  and  Leon  Trotsky,  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy  renounced  the  fight 
for  world  socialist  revolution,  pursuing 
instead  the  utopian  quest  for  peaceful 
coexistence  with  imperialism. 

Covering  one-sixth  of  the  earth’s  sur- 
face and  possessing  abundant  mineral 
wealth,  the  Soviet  Union  advanced  eons 
over  the  old,  deeply  backward  and  impov- 
erished society  ruled  by  the  tsars,  grow- 
ing into  an  industrial  and  military  power- 
house second  only  to  the  U.S.  Yet  it  could 
not  on  its  own  surpass  the  economic  level 
of  the  advanced  capitalist  countries,  much 
less  achieve  socialism — a society  of  mate- 
rial abundance  premised  on  the  collectiv- 
ization and  qualitative  development  of  the 
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advanced  productive  forces  that  are  today 
centered  in  the  imperialist  countries. 

In  The  Revolution  Betrayed  (1936),  his 
classic  analysis  of  the  degeneration  of  the 
Soviet  Union  under  Stalin,  Trotsky  noted 
both  the  advantages  of  a planned,  collec- 
tivized economy  in  mobilizing  industry 
for  military  defense  and  the  limitations 
that  sprang  from  the  isolation  of  the  work- 
ers state.  He  wrote: 

"The  economic  successes  of  the  Soviet 
Union  make  it  possible  for  her  to  fortify 
herself,  advance,  arm  herself  and.  when 
necessary,  retreat  and  wait,  in  a word, 
hold  out.  But,  by  its  very  nature,  the 
question.  Who  shall  prevail — not  only  as 
a military,  but  still  more  as  an  economic 
question — confronts  the  Soviet  Union  on 
a world  scale.  Military  intervention  is  a 
danger.  The  intervention  of  cheap  com- 
modities in  the  baggage  trains  of  capital- 
ist armies  would  be  incomparably  more 
dangerous." 

Trotsky’s  political  conclusion  was  the 
need  for  unconditional  military  defense 
of  the  Soviet  Union  and  for  proletarian 
political  revolution  to  oust  the  privileged, 
parasitic  bureaucracy  and  restore  workers 
democracy  and  proletarian  international- 
ism. He  starkly  posed  the  alternatives: 
"Will  the  bureaucrat  devour  the  workers’ 
state,  or  will  the  working  class  clean  up 
the  bureaucrat?"  This  question  is  posed 
with  no  less  urgency  today  for  China  and 
the  other  remaining  deformed  workers 
states. 

Even  at  its  peak,  the  Soviet  Union’s 
total  output  was  no  more  than  a third  of 
that  of  the  U.S.  Finally,  after  decades  of 
imperialist  pressure  and  bureaucratic  mis- 
rule. the  Soviet  workers  state  succumbed 
to  capitalist  counterrevolution  in  1991-92. 
This  was  a historic  defeat  for  the  work- 
ing people  of  the  world,  giving  renewed 
life  to  the  decaying  capitalist  system  and 
leaving  U.S.  imperialism  as  the  world’s 
unchallenged  military  behemoth.  China 
today  remains  far  below  the  economic 
level  attained  by  the  former  Soviet  Union, 
weighed  down  in  particular  by  its  huge 
rural  hinterland. 

Pursuing  their  own  variant  of  “social- 
ism in  one  country,”  the  Beijing  Stalin- 
ists believe  that  they  can  avoid  the  fate  of 
their  Moscow  counterparts  in  part  by  pur- 
suing greater  integration  into  the  world 
economy,  steadily  developing  economi- 
cally and  militarily,  while  maintaining 
an  iron  political  grip  over  the  combative 
working  class.  Throughout  the  last  five 
years  of  world  capitalist  economic  crisis, 
China  has  experienced  massive  economic 
growth,  due  primarily  to  the  state-owned 
banks  and  industry.  But  in  the  long  run, 
the  current  regime’s  "socialism  with  Chi- 
nese characteristics”  will  be  no  more  able 
to  overcome  the  historic  legacy  of  China’s 
backwardness  and  resolve  the  problem  of 
scarcity  than  Mao  Zedong’s  “egalitarian” 
autarky. 

The  CCP’s  strategy  is  premised  on  illu- 
sions in  peaceful  relations  with  the  impe- 
rialists and  in  the  stability  of  the  capital- 
ist world  market — a fantasy  belied  by  the 
very  workings  of  that  market,  not  least  the 
current  deep  recession.  Beijing  believes 


that  its  enormous  cache  of  U.S.  treasury 
bonds  constrains  American  belligerence. 
But  by  acting  as  the  main  U.S.  creditor,  the 
Chinese  government  contributes  directly 
to  Washington’s  astronomical  military 
spending,  which  surpasses  that  of  the 
next  14  largest-spending  countries  com- 
bined. The  primary  focus  of  that  military 
machine  is  now  squarely  set  on  China. 

Along  with  military  encirclement 
and  the  promotion  of  internal  counter- 
revolutionary forces,  the  imperialists  are 
stepping  up  economic  pressure,  from 
the  anti-China  protectionism  pushed  by 
Democratic  and  Republican  politicians 
and  the  trade-union  officialdom  to  trade 
pacts  with  U.S.  allies  in  the  Asia-Pacific 
region.  While  Beijing  seeks  to  offset 
hostilities  with  its  neighbors  through 
greater  economic  ties,  the  U.S.  is  pursu- 
ing the  Trans-Pacific  Partnership  trade 


agreement  with  Australia,  Vietnam  and 
six  other  countries,  on  the  heels  of  the 
recently  sealed  U.S.-South  Korea  Free 
Trade  Agreement.  The  restoration  of  full 
U.S.  diplomatic  relations  with  Myanmar 
is  also  a wedge  against  China,  which  has 
hydroelectric  and  pipeline  projects  in  that 
country. 

What’s  at  Stake  in 
the  South  China  Sea? 

In  a paper  announcing  the  U.S.  turn 
toward  the  Asia-Pacific,  Hillary  Clinton 
declared  the  imperialists’  commitment 
to  "ensuring  transparency  in  the  mili- 
tary activities  of  the  region’s  key  players” 
(read:  China),  countering  North  Korea's 
supposed  nuclear  "proliferation  efforts” 
and  "defending  freedom  of  navigation 
in  the  South  China  Sea”  (“America’s 
Pacific  Century,"  Foreign  Policy,  Novem- 
ber 201 1).  Clinton  detailed  the  steps  taken 
by  the  U.S.  to  reinforce  its  alliances  in 
the  region,  including  with  the  Philippines, 
where  U.S.  warships  will  increase  their 
“visits"  in  the  next  period.  In  response  to 
U.S.  machinations.  General  Ma  Xiaotian, 


deputy  chief  of  China's  People's  Libera- 
tion Army  (PLA)  general  staff,  bluntly 
warned:  "The  South  China  issue  is  not 
America’s  business." 

The  U.S.  officially  denies  any  inten- 
tion of  going  to  war  over  territorial  dis- 
putes in  the  South  China  Sea.  saying  that 
all  parties  should  abide  by  international 
law.  The  U.S.,  it  should  be  noted,  has 
never  bothered  to  sign  the  international 
treaty  governing  maritime  disputes,  fig- 
uring that  its  overwhelming  military 
might  and  regional  alliances  override  any 
such  formalities. 

The  South  China  Sea  is  a strategically 
important  waterway  through  which  half 
of  the  world’s  merchant  tonnage  passes, 
including  some  80  percent  of  both  Chi- 
na’s and  Japan’s  crude  oil  imports.  Either 
wholly  or  in  part,  ownership  of  the  South 
China  Sea’s  shoals  and  reefs  is  contested 
by  the  Chinese  and  Vietnamese  workers 
states  and  by  capitalist  Malaysia,  Brunei, 
the  Philippines  and  Taiwan.  China  cur- 
rently controls  the  Paracels,  which  are 
close  to  its  southeast  coastline,  and  a 
good  part  of  the  more  distant  Spratlys. 
The  South  China  Sea  has  always  provided 
rich  fishing  grounds,  accounting  today 
for  some  10  percent  of  the  world’s  annual 
catch.  Its  waters  are  also  believed  to  cover 
enormous  untapped  oil  and  natural  gas 
reserves.  China’s  estimate  of  the  amount 
of  oil  equals  80  percent  of  Saudi  Arabia’s 
proven  reserves. 

The  South  China  Sea  connects  with 
the  Indian  Ocean  through  the  Strait  of 
Malacca,  a narrow  channel  between 
Indonesia  and  Malaysia  that  is  a potential 
chokepoint  for  China’s  oil  and  iron  ore 
imports.  Hinting  at  American  intentions 
to  dominate  this  vital  passageway  in  her 
Foreign  Policy  piece,  Hillary  Clinton 
lauded  the  expansion  of  the  U.S.  alliance 
with  Australia  “from  a Pacific  partner- 
ship to  an  Indo-Pacific  one.” 

In  any  military  conflict  between  China 
or  Vietnam  and  the  U.S.,  the  Philippines  or 
any  other  capitalist  country,  it  is  the  duty 


of  workers  internationally  to  stand  for  the 
defense  of  the  workers  states.  Vehemently 
opposed  to  this  position  is  the  bulk  of  the 
U.S.  left — from  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  to  various  Maoist  remnants 
and  the  ultra-Stalinist  Progressive  Labor 
Party — which  declares  that  China  is  a 
capitalist  or  even  imperialist  country  or 
is  irreversibly  on  that  road.  These  groups 
are  either  silent  on  U.S.  machinations  in 
the  South  China  Sea  or,  in  the  case  of  the 
quirky  Socialist  Workers  Party  of  Jack 
Barnes,  echo  bourgeois  propagandists  in 
describing  the  conflict  as  one  between 
"rival  powers"  that  are  being  rocked  by 
"the  deepening  worldwide  crisis  of  capi- 
talism" ( Militant , 30  April). 

For  its  part,  the  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP)  protests  growing  U.S.  belliger- 
ence, correctly  noting  that  “Washington 
and  Wall  Street  will  be  satisfied  with 
nothing  less  than  the  complete  recoloni- 
zation of  China"  ("U.S.  Remains  Hostile 
to  China,"  Workers  World . 31  May).  But 
its  defense  of  China  is  from  the  standpoint 
of  support  to  a section  of  the  Stalinist 
continued  on  page  6 


A-bomb  devastation  of  Hiroshima,  6 August  1945.  U.S.  imperialists’  nuclear 
holocaust  in  Hiroshima  and  Nagasaki  incinerated  200,000  civilians. 
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China... 
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be  a “mutual  security  concern,”  the  U.S. 
and  Japanese  sections  of  the  ICL  wrote  in 
a joint  statement:  "Taiwan  has  been  since 
ancient  times  a part  of  China,  and  we 
Trotskyists  will  stand  with  China  in  the 
event  of  any  military  conflict  with  impe- 
rialism over  Taiwan”  ( WV  No.  844,  18 
March  2005).  Opposing  the  CCP’s  “one 
country,  two  systems”  policy  of  reunifi- 
cation with  Taiwan  while  maintaining 
capitalist  property  there,  we  call  for 
the  revolutionary  reunification  of  China 
through  political  revolution  against  the 
Stalinist  regime  on  the  mainland,  social- 
ist revolution  in  Taiwan  to  overthrow  the 
bourgeoisie,  and  the  expropriation  of  the 
Hong  Kong  capitalists. 

China  as  well  as  North  Korea  are 
directly  threatened  by  the  ramped-up 
U.S.-Japan  military  alliance.  Japan,  for 
example,  has  been  key  to  establishing 
a U.S.  theater  missile  defense  system 


bureaucracy  (represented  in  the  WWP’s 
eyes  by  ousted  Chongqing  party  leader 
Bo  Xilai)  that  is  supposedly  committed 
to  defending  state  property  against  those 
aiming  for  greater  concessions  to  interna- 
tional capital.  That  stance  led  the  WWP 
to  hail  the  bloody  suppression  of  the  1989 
Tiananmen  Square  uprising,  an  incipient 
political  revolution. 

What  Trotsky  observed  in  The  Revolu- 
tion Betrayed  in  regard  to  Stalin’s  regime 
is  certainly  no  less  true  for  the  CCP 
today:  The  privileged,  parasitic  bureauc- 
racy "has  ceased  to  offer  any  subjective 
guarantee  whatever  of  the  socialist  direc- 
tion of  its  policy.  It  continues  to  preserve 
state  property  only  to  the  extent  that  it 
fears  the  proletariat."  For  the  Chinese 
bureaucracy,  there  is  indeed  much  to  fear 
from  the  working  class  in  both  private 
and  state-owned  enterprises,  as  seen  in 
repeated  waves  of  strikes  and  large-scale 
protests  in  defense  of  their  livelihoods, 
not  to  speak  of  turmoil  among  peasants 
angered  by  official  corruption. 

Opposition  to  imperialist  maneuver- 
ing in  East  and  Southeast  Asia  is  funda- 
mental to  any  revolutionary  perspective. 
Nationalist  wrangling  over  ownership  of 
the  South  China  Sea’s  uninhabited  rocks 
and  islets  is  another  matter  entirely.  As 
revolutionary  Marxists,  we  take  no  side 
in  these  territorial  disputes  and  condemn 
in  particular  the  criminal  squabbling  over 
fishing  and  exploration  rights  that  have 
pitted  the  Stalinist  regimes  in  Beijing  and 
Hanoi  against  each  other.  The  squabbling 
led  to  outright  military  clashes  in  1988 
and  201 1 as  well  as  smaller  police  actions, 
such  as  in  the  Gulf  of  Tonkin  in  2005, 
when  the  PLA  Navy  shot  and  killed  nine 
Vietnamese  fishermen.  Under  the  rule  of 


Danang,  Vietnam:  USS  Blue  Ridge  enters  Tien  Sa  port  at  invitation  of 
Vietnamese  government  on  April  23  amid  rising  tensions  with  China. 


called  on  Vietnam  and  other  members 
of  the  Association  of  Southeast  Asian 
Nations  (ASEAN)  to  put  aside  their  dis- 
putes over  the  South  China  Sea  in  favor 
of  unity  against  China.  Under  Aquino’s 
predecessor,  Gloria  Arroyo,  the  Philip- 
pines dropped  out  of  an  agreement  for  a 
joint  development  project  with  China  and 
Vietnam  after  news  of  the  deal  touched 
off  a nationalist  anti-Chinese  outcry. 

Last  November,  Hillary  Clinton  pledged 
that  the  U.S.  would  bolster  the  Philip- 
pines’ naval  capacity  on  the  basis  of  the 
Mutual  Defense  Treaty  enacted  in  1951, 
two  years  after  the  overthrow  of  capital- 
ist rule  in  China.  Japan,  which  sent  three 
warships  to  the  Philippines  on  a "good- 
will visit"  in  May,  has  agreed  to  train  and 
equip  the  Philippine  coast  guard,  while 
South  Korea  will  assist  in  modernizing 
the  military.  In  April,  the  Obama  admin- 
istration approved  the  tripling  of  military 
sales  to  the  Philippines  compared  to  last 
year.  This  is  a clear  danger  to  the  workers, 
peasants  and  Moro  Muslims,  who  have 
suffered  brutal  repression  at  the  hands  of 
the  Philippine  armed  forces. 

In  a June  visit  to  the  White  House, 
Aquino  made  a direct  pitch  for  a greater 
U.S.  military  presence  in  the  former 
American  colony  to  counteract  China’s 
“intentions,"  winning  a pledge  that  the 
U.S.  will  help  build  a special  facility 
and  train  personnel  to  monitor  maritime 
movements  in  the  South  China  Sea.  In 
addition  to  more  joint  maneuvers.  Manila 
has  given  the  go-ahead  for  the  U.S.  to 
once  again  use  the  giant  Clark  and  Subic 
Bay  air  force  and  naval  bases,  which  were 
closed  down  in  the  early  1990s. 

Various  “socialist"  organizations  have 
given  aid  to  the  anti-China  drive  by  whip- 
ping up  nationalist  hysteria  over  the  Scar- 
borough Shoal.  Low  turnouts  for  protests 
in  Manila  showed  that  the  masses  were 
not  buying  Aquino’s  attempt  to  divert 
attention  from  their  unbearable  social  and 
economic  misery  into  a crusade  against 
China.  But  this  was  not  for  lack  of  effort 
by  the  social-democratic  AKBAYAN. 
Numbering  among  its  leaders  Aquino’s 
chief  political  adviser  and  other  govern- 
ment officials.  AKBAYAN  organized  a 
May  II  march  on  the  Chinese  consulate 
as  part  of  a “global  day  of  action  against 
China’s  bullying  in  the  West  Philippine 
Sea.”  Last  year  Walden  Bello,  an  aca- 
demic darling  of  the  reformist  left  inter- 
nationally, joined  another  AKBAYAN 
lawmaker  in  proposing  that  the  disputed 
maritime  territory  be  renamed  the  “West 
Philippine  Sea."  the  name  that  govern- 
ment spokesmen  are  now  using. 

As  for  the  Communist  Party  of  the 
Philippines  (CPP),  its  April  21  statement 
demanded  that  the  U.S.  stop  its  “interven- 
tionism in  the  Philippines  and  the  Asia- 
Pacific"  while  simultaneously  demanding 
that  “capitalist"  China  "stand  down"  and 
pull  back  its  patrol  ships,  asserting  Philip- 
pine "national  sovereignty  and  territorial 
integrity”  in  the  disputed  areas.  Behind 
the  Maoist  CPP’s  militant  posturing  is  a 
class-collaborationist  program  that  ties 
the  fortunes  of  the  deeply  impoverished 
workers  and  peasants  to  a non-existent 
"progressive"  wing  of  the  national  bour- 
geoisie. Thus  what  drives  the  CPP’s  rural 
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Manila,  Philippines:  Anti-China  rally  called  by  social-democratic  AKBAYAN 
party  outside  Chinese  consulate,  May  11. 


workers  and  peasants  councils,  China  and 
Vietnam  would  cooperate  in  developing 
the  area’s  natural  resources  and  in  mutual 
defense  against  imperialism. 

Defense  of  China  against  imperialism 
must  include  opposing  U.S.  military  aid 
to  Taiwan,  which  is  ruled  by  the  bour- 
geois class  that  fled  the  1949  Revolution. 
On  May  18,  Congress  approved  the  sale 
of  66  F- 16  fighters  to  Taiwan.  Just  hours 
later,  the  Defense  Department  released 
its  annual  report  to  Congress  on  China, 
which  noted  that  “the  PLA  continued  to 
build  the  capabilities”  to  deter  Taiwan 
from  declaring  independence,  to  deny 
effective  U.S.  intervention  in  a crisis  in 
the  Taiwan  Strait  and  to  defeat  Taiwanese 
forces  in  the  event  of  military  conflict. 
Ever  since  1950,  when  at  the  outbreak  of 
the  Korean  War  the  U.S.  sent  the  Seventh 
Fleet  to  the  waters  separating  Taiwan 
from  the  Chinese  mainland,  Washington 
has  seen  the  island  as  its  “unsinkable  air- 
craft carrier,”  i.e.,  a dagger  aimed  at  the 
Chinese  mainland. 

Japanese  imperialism  also  has  com- 
mitted its  forces  to  backing  up  capitalist 
Taiwan  in  a military  conflict  with  China. 
After  the  U.S.  and  Japan  issued  a Febru- 
ary 2005  statement  declaring  Taiwan  to 


targeting  the  two  workers  states.  The 
SL/U.S.  and  the  Sparlacist  Group  Japan 
call  to  smash  the  counterrevolutionary 
U.S.-Japan  alliance  through  workers  revo- 
lution on  both  sides  of  the  Pacific. 

Anti-China  Frenzy  in  Philippines 

The  hottest  recent  dispute  in  the  South 
China  Sea  began  in  April  when  the  Phil- 
ippines sent  a (U.S. -supplied)  frigate  to 
board  Chinese  fishing  vessels,  on  which 
"illegally  harvested"  corals  were  said 
to  be  found.  China  then  dispatched  two 
Maritime  Surveillance  craft  to  the  area. 
Previously  planned  U.S -Philippine  mili- 
tary exercises,  including  some  4.500  U.S. 
Marines,  took  place  in  late  April — at  the 
very  height  of  the  standoff — near  the  Pal- 
awan islands,  which  are  located  close  to 
Scarborough  Shoal.  Both  China  and  the 
Philippines  began  to  pull  back  their  ships 
and  boats  with  the  onset  of  the  typhoon 
season. 

The  Benigno  Aquino  government  in 
Manila  has  tried  to  stir  up  a nationalist 
anti-China  crusade  over  the  Scarborough 
Shoal — called  Panatag  in  the  Philippines 
and  Huangyan  in  China — and  play  the 
incident  to  bargain  for  more  aid  from  its 
Washington  patron.  The  Philippines  has 


guerrilla  warfare  is  the  hope  that  peace 
negotiations  will  result  in  a bourgeois 
coalition  government  that  would  suppos- 
edly expand  democracy  and  carry  out 
land  reform  and  industrialization. 

Under  any  form  of  capitalist  rule,  the 
Philippines  will  remain  a deeply  impov- 
erished society  under  the  thumb  of  the 
imperialists  and  in  the  oppressive  grip  of 
the  Catholic  church.  The  Filipino  working 
class  must  be  broken  from  nationalist  class 
collaboration  and  won  to  the  Trotskyist 
perspective  of  permanent  revolution:  the 
seizure  of  power  by  the  proletariat  at  the 
head  of  all  the  urban  and  rural  poor  and 
the  extension  of  socialist  revolution  inter- 
nationally, crucially  including  the  imperi- 
alist heartlands. 

Chinese,  Vietnamese 
Stalinist  Backstabbing 

Of  particular  danger  to  the  world  pro- 
letariat is  U.S.  imperialism’s  attempt 
to  seize  on  disputes  in  the  South  China 
Sea  in  order  to  secure  Vietnam  as  an 
ally  against  China.  The  U.S.  suffered 
a resounding  defeat  at  the  hands  of  the 
Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants,  capped 
by  the  frantic  helicopter  flight  of  Ameri- 
can agents  and  their  local  puppets  out  of 
Saigon  in  April  1975.  With  the  military 
defeat  of  the  U.S.  and  its  murderous  capi- 
talist henchmen  in  South  Vietnam,  the 
country  was  reunified  as  a bureaucrati- 
cally deformed  workers  state,  a victory  for 
the  workers  of  the  world. 

Twenty  years  later,  the  U.S.  normalized 
relations  with  Vietnam.  And  as  Hanoi  pur- 
sued its  own  program  of  "market  reforms,” 
the  U.S.  began  to  develop  military  ties 
with  Vietnam,  marked  by  repeated  visits 
of  American  warships.  The  Vietnamese 
regime  has  recently  stated  its  intention 
to  make  Cam  Ranh  Bay — a deepwater 
anchorage  astride  the  South  China  Sea 
maritime  routes  and  a major  base  of 
operations  for  the  U.S.  during  the  Viet- 
nam War — available  to  the  U.S.  and  other 
foreign  navies. 

Two  years  ago,  Vietnam  used  its  chair- 
manship of  the  ASEAN  consortium, 
which  does  not  include  China,  to  put  the 
South  China  Sea  on  the  organization's 
agenda,  leading  to  Hillary  Clinton’s  dec- 
laration at  the  July  2010  ASEAN  Regional 
Forum  that  freedom  of  navigation  in  the 
area  was  a U.S.  “national  interest."  Later 
that  year,  a Vietnamese  diplomat  told  the 
International  Crisis  Group,  an  imperialist 
advisory  body,  that  the  Chinese  did  not 
take  Vietnam  seriously  before  Clinton’s 
statement,  but  "they  listen  to  us  now." 

In  late  June  the  Vietnamese  govern- 
ment declared  sovereignty  and  jurisdic- 
tion over  the  Paracel  and  Spratly  islands, 
leading  to  a countermove  by  China  to 
raise  the  administrative  status  it  gives 
the  islands.  With  Vietnam  conducting  air 
patrols  over  the  Spratlys.  China  has  just 
begun  "combat  ready"  patrols  in  the  area. 
Beijing’s  insistence  that  China  rightfully 
possesses  the  islands  and  almost  the  entire 
South  China  Sea  is  based  on  claims  dat- 
ing back  to  at  least  the  15th  century.  In  the 
Atlantic  (June  2012),  U.S.  military  analyst 
Robert  Kaplan  reports  that  a Vietnamese 
official  answered  such  claims  by  stating 
that  when  China  occupied  Vietnam  six 
centuries  ago.  it  didn’t  occupy  the  Para- 
cels and  Spratlys.  "If  these  island  groups 
belonged  to  China,”  the  official  asked, 
"why  didn’t  the  Ming  emperors  include 
them  in  their  maps?” 

The  grotesque,  retrograde  nationalism 
by  both  Stalinist  regimes  can  only  under- 
mine the  defense  of  the  social  gains  of  the 
revolutions  that  overthrew  capitalist  rule. 
Indeed,  when  the  Vietnamese  govern- 
ment spurred  weekly  anti-China  protests 
last  summer  in  Hanoi,  anti-Communist 
Vietnamese  emigres  in  Seattle,  Paris  and 
other  cities  joined  the  campaign  by  stag- 
ing their  own  demonstrations.  Hanoi  put  a 
stop  to  the  protests  in  August,  fearing  that 
they  were  preventing  attempts  to  negotiate 
with  Beijing. 

Vietnamese  nationalist  antipathy  toward 
China,  a central  feature  of  popular  con- 
sciousness based  on  centuries  of  oppres- 
sion at  the  hands  of  dynastic  Chinese  rul- 
ers, has  been  massively  reinforced  by  the 
continued  on  page  1 1 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece  Statement: 


Vote  KKE! 

No  Vote  to  Syriza! 


The  following  is  a translation  of 
a leaflet  that  has  been  distributed 
by  our  comrades  of  the  TGG. 

The  Greek  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist)  calls  on  workers, 
minorities  and  all  opponents  of 
capitalist  austerity  to  vote  for  the 
candidates  of  the  Greek  Communist 
Party  (KKE)  on  June  17.  The  cen- 
tral issue  for  the  working  class  in  Greece 
today  is  rejection  of  the  devastating 
attacks  dictated  by  the  troika  [the  Euro- 
pean Union  (EU).  the  European  Central 
Bank  and  the  International  Monetary 
Fund)  and  imposed  by  the  Greek  bour- 
geoisie. A massive  vote  to  the  KKE — 
which  opposes  the  EU — would  deliver 
a slap  in  the  face  to  the  imperialists  and 
their  Greek  lackeys  and  could  give  a 
boost  to  the  defensive  battles  of  workers 
across  Europe. 

The  KKE  rightly  stands  against 
Syriza’s  perspective  of  keeping  “Greece 
in  the  EU  and  NATO  and  the  capital- 
ist relations  of  production  untouched" 
(KKE  Web  site.  "Between  Two  Tough 
Battles,”  23  May).  Despite  intense  pres- 
sure for  unity,  the  KKE  has  rejected 
Syriza’s  appeal  to  form  a "left"  (bour- 
geois) government.  Syriza  stands  in 
favor  of  the  imperialist  EU  and  the  euro, 
while  claiming  it  can  "renegotiate"  the 
austerity  package.  As  proletarian  inter- 
nationalists, we  oppose  the  imperialist 
EU  on  principle  (as  well  as  the  single 
currency)  as  part  of  our  perspective  for 
the  Socialist  United  States  of  Europe. 


A socialist  society  cannot  be  achieved 
within  the  borders  of  Greece  alone. 

The  KKE  correctly  notes  that  the  cen- 
tral force  within  Syriza,  the  “Coalition 
of  the  Left"  (SYN),  voted  for  the  Maas- 
tricht Treaty  of  1992,  is  a supporter  of 
the  EU  and  “joined  the  anti-communist 
campaign  against  the  USSR"  ("Between 
Two  Tough  Battles,"  23  May).  Today,  the 
pseudo-Trotskyist  groups  who  also  hailed 
counterrevolution  in  the  Soviet  Union — 
including  the  Socialist  Workers  Party 
(SEK)  and  Xekinima — place  themselves 
to  the  right  of  the  KKE,  whom  they 
denounce  for  rejecting  Syriza’s  call  to 
join  them  in  government.  We  say:  Down 
with  the  EU!  No  vote  to  Syriza! 

Our  call  for  a vote  to  the  KKE  in 
this  election  is  an  application  of  the 
tactic  of  critical  support  outlined  by 
Lenin  in  " Left-Wing " Communism — 
An  Infantile  Disorder  in  1920.  While 
supporting  KKE  candidates,  we  have 
fundamental  differences  of  program. 
Our  program  is  proletarian,  revolution- 
ary and  internationalist.  In  contrast,  the 
KKE  panders  to  Greek  nationalism,  the 
chief  obstacle  to  building  a revolution- 


ary party  in  Greece.  Their  perspective 
of  "people  power”  liquidates  the  prole- 
tariat— the  only  class  with  the  power  to 
overthrow  capitalism — into  "the  people" 
and  obscures  the  class  line,  the  central 
division  in  capitalist  society.  The  KKE’s 
populism — expressed  as  “the  people" 
against  "the  monopolies” — is  counter- 
posed  to  the  class  independence  of  the 
proletariat  from  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  violent  racist  attacks  on  immi- 
grants by  rampaging  mobs  of  Chrysi 
Avgi  (Golden  Dawn)  fascists  pose  the 
urgent  need  to  mobilize  contingents  of 
workers  to  defend  immigrants  and  to 
sweep  the  fascist  vermin  off  the  streets. 
The  KKE  has  the  social  weight  in  the 
trade  unions  to  do  this,  but  its  nationalist 
populism  is  a barrier  to  it.  Rather  than 
mobilizing  workers  and  immigrants 
against  Golden  Dawn,  which  represents 
a threat  to  the  whole  of  the  organized 
working  class,  the  KKE  appeals  for 
votes  from  among  the  same  backward 
layers  of  the  population  who  voted  for 
the  fascist  scum,  demanding:  "The 
working  people  who  voted  for  Golden 
Dawn  must  correct  their  vote"  (KKE 


Press  Office  statement,  2 June). 

The  KKE  admits  that:  "During 
the  1950’s  and  1980’s,  the  KKE 
formed  ‘left’  alliances”  and  claims 
that  it  "has  drawn  valuable  conclu- 
sions from  its  experience  regarding 
the  policy  of  alliances  and  it  does  not 
intend  to  repeat  similar  mistakes" 
("Between  Two  Tough  Battles,”  23 
May).  These  were  not  mistakes  but 
betrayals  that  flow  from  their  Stalinist 
program.  Despite  the  KKE’s  refusal  to 
participate  in  a coalition  government  at 
the  present  time,  they  have  not  broken 
politically  with  the  program  that  led  them 
to  join  bourgeois  governments  in  the  past. 

Our  international  tendency  actively 
fought,  to  the  limit  of  our  resources, 
for  defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  against 
counterrevolution.  We  also  stood  for  a 
proletarian  political  revolution  against 
the  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  whose  poli- 
tics of  "socialism  in  one  country"  and 
of  "peaceful  coexistence”  with  impe- 
rialism undermined  the  defense  of  the 
USSR  and  ultimately  led  to  the  triumph 
of  counterrevolution  in  1991-92,  a defeat 
for  the  world’s  working  masses. 

With  this  call  to  vote  for  the  KKE 
we  are  mass-distributing  the  article. 
“Banks  Starve  Greek  Working  Peo- 
ple" [Workers  Vanguard  No.  1002,  II 
May],  to  introduce  to  a wider  audience 
our  broader  political  views.  We  seek 
to  coalesce  into  a political  formation 
those  forces  who  agree  with  the  politics 
expressed  there. 

—5  June  2012 


Greece... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

the  election,  by  mid-afternoon  they  were 
plunging  again  as  the  cost  of  Spain’s  sov- 
ereign debt  reached  record  levels  and  talk 
of  a bailout  for  Spain  was  rife. 

None  of  the  fundamental  problems 
confronting  Greek  society  have  been  ad- 
dressed and  the  country  remains  deeply 
polarised.  On  the  back  of  a violent  cam- 
paign of  racist  terror  against  immigrants 
and  attacks  on  leftists,  the  fascists  of 
Golden  Dawn  achieved  an  ominous  seven 
per  cent.  For  the  past  three  years.  Greece 
has  witnessed  massive  social  protest, 
drawing  in  broad  layers  of  the  society. 
There  have  been  countless  one-  and  two- 


Workers  Hammer  ^ 


day  general  strikes.  In  one  important  prole- 
tarian struggle.  Greek  steel  workers  at  the 
Elliniki  Halyvourgia  plant  outside  Athens 
have  been  on  strike  for  over  200  days  (see 
article,  page  9).  Such  protests  are  likely  to 
intensify  when  the  government  implements 
further  attacks  on  the  working  class. 

While  there  is  widespread  opposition 
in  Greece  to  the  austerity,  polls  consis- 
tently show  strong  support,  including 
among  the  working  class,  for  remaining 
in  the  euro  and  the  EU.  Many  workers, 
undoubtedly  including  supporters  of  the 
KKE.  voted  for  Syriza,  hoping  for  some 
respite  from  the  relentless  attacks  on  their 
living  standards.  The  bourgeoisie  waged 
a scare  campaign  over  the  supposedly 
dire  consequences  of  a Greek  exit  from 
the  euro  zone.  In  a country  where  hunger 
and  terrible  poverty  are  a living  memory 
for  many  people,  fears  that  the  conditions 
of  life  could  become  worse  are  very  real. 

As  Marxists  we  oppose  the  EU  on 
principle  as  the  vehicle  with  which  the 
European  capitalists  jointly  exploit  the 
European  workers  and  the  more  powerful 
imperialist  powers  subordinate  the  weaker 
capitalist  countries.  Any  struggle  against 
austerity  and  against  the  bloodsucking 
Greek  bourgeoisie  must,  of  necessity,  also 
be  a struggle  against  their  EU  imperialist 
masters.  Noting  that  Greece  might  be  bet- 


ter off  out  of  the  euro  zone,  our  German 
comrades  wrote  last  year  that  there  is  "no 
way  out  for  debtor  countries  like  Greece 
under  the  set-up  dictated  by  the  German 
bourgeoisie."  But  our  comrades  warned, 
"while  this  might  provide  relief  from 
the  downward  spiral,  leaving  the  euro 
zone  will  not  insulate  the  Greek  prole- 
tariat from  the  world  economic  downturn 
and  capitalist  devastation”  [ WV  No.  992, 
9 December  2011]. 

Greek  Trotskyists  Said: 

Vote  KKE!  No  Vote  to  Syriza! 

Our  comrades  of  the  Trotskyist  Group 
of  Greece  gave  critical  support  to  the 
Communist  Party  in  this  election.  In  con- 
trast to  Syriza,  the  KKE  campaigned  for 
exit  from  the  EU  and  NATO.  Moreover, 
the  KKE  firmly  refused  to  enter  any 
coalition  with  bourgeois  parties,  despite 
enormous  pressure  to  join  a "unity  of 
the  left"  coalition  with  Syriza.  The  KKE 
correctly  denounced  Syriza’s  support  to 
the  imperialist  EU — a decisive  question 
in  the  election.  The  KKE  also  correctly 
lambasted  Syriza,  along  with  the  motley 
crowd  of  Greek  fake-Trotskyist  groups, 
for  their  support  to  capitalist  counterrev- 
olution in  the  Soviet  Union  and  Eastern 
Europe. 

In  giving  critical  support  to  the  KKE  we 
gained  a wider  hearing  for  our  Trotskyist 
views.  Our  comrades  in  Greece  mass  dis- 
tributed the  leaflet  headlined  "Vote  KKE! 
No  Vote  to  Syriza!"  (reprinted  above) — to 
students,  striking  workers,  members  of 
the  KKE  and  other  left  parties.  The  leaflet 
was  accompanied  by  a Greek  translation 
of  the  article:  "Banks  Starve  Greek  Work- 
ing People”  [WVNo.  1002,  11  May]  which 
counterposes  the  revolutionary  Trotskyist 
programme  of  the  ICL  to  the  reformism  of 
the  Greek  Stalinists.  Their  recent  left  rhet- 
oric notwithstanding,  the  KKE  remains  a 
parliamentarist  and  reformist  party.  Their 
frequent  evocation  of  "the  people"  is  inju- 
rious to  class  consciousness  and  testifies 
to  the  KKE’s  deeply  nationalist  and  class- 
collaborationist  programme. 

The  KKE's  reformism  is  clearly  seen 
in  its  response  to  the  growth  of  the  fas- 
cists of  Golden  Dawn.  The  TGG  leaf- 
let denounced  the  Stalinists’  refusal  to 
mobilise  the  working  class  to  combat 


Golden  Dawn.  In  cities  across  Greece, 
racist  gangs  assault  immigrants  and  left- 
ists with  impunity,  encouraged  by  the 
widespread  support  the  fascists  enjoy 
among  the  police  and  army  officers.  On 
7 June,  a Golden  Dawn  thug.  Ilias  Kasid- 
iaris,  assaulted  female  KKE  deputy  Liana 
Kanelli  on  live  television,  after  throwing 
a glass  of  water  over  another  woman — 
Syriza’s  Rena  Dourou.  Other  KKE  mem- 
bers have  been  assaulted  in  the  street  by 
fascist  thugs.  Yet,  in  a press  interview  fol- 
lowing the  attack  on  Kanelli.  KKE  gen- 
eral secretary  Aleka  Papariga  ruled  out 
any  mobilisations  to  stop  Golden  Dawn’s 
attacks.  Rather  she  vied  with  them  for 
votes  from  backward  workers,  saying: 
“We  make  things  very  clear:  the  answer 
to  ‘Golden  Dawn'  cannot  be  either  ‘an 
eye  for  an  eye,'  or  a policy  of  revenge. 
The  response  should  be  given  above  all. 
by  the  people  in  the  elections.  Of  course 
we  do  not  blame  those  who  voted  for  the 
‘Golden  Dawn'  for  the  activities  and  the 
orientation  of  this  party.  Nevertheless 
they  should  realise  that  they  have  the 
weapon  of  the  vote  and  should  margin- 
alise Golden  Dawn'  because  that  is  what 
they  deserve." 

— kke.gr,  7 June 

The  idea  that  voting  is  the  solution  to 
attacks  by  fascists  is  parliamentary  cre- 


tinism. Fascists  cannot  be  “defeated”  at 
the  ballot  box.  Golden  Dawn  are  not  pri- 
marily an  electoral  phenomenon,  but  rac- 
ist terrorists.  The  Golden  Dawn  thugs  are 
heirs  of  the  fascistic  gangs  that  carried  out 
the  white  terror  against  KKE  members 
in  the  1940s — the  Nazi-loving  Security 
Battalions  and  the  “X"  group  of  General 
Grivas.  Golden  Dawn  leader  Michalolia- 
kos  is  a protdge  of  George  Papadopoulos, 
who  headed  the  military  junta  that  seized 
power  in  1967. 

To  justify  its  criminal  passivity  in  the 
face  of  Golden  Dawn,  the  KKE  misleads 
the  working  class,  denying  the  need  to 
crush  the  fascist  bands  in  the  egg.  Golden 
Dawn  poses  a deadly  threat  to  immigrants 
and  ultimately  to  the  whole  of  the  work- 
ers movement.  There  is  an  urgent  need  to 
stop  them  by  united-front  mobilisations 
of  the  organised  workers  movement  and 
immigrants.  The  fascists  seek  nothing 
less  than  the  physical  destruction  of  the 
unions  and  workers  parties.  These  race 
terrorists  must  be  crushed  while  they  are 
weak.  Otherwise  they  will  grow  bigger 
and  bolder  in  this  period  of  reaction.  More 
broadly,  fascism  will  ultimately  be  swept 
away  with  the  overthrow  of  capitalism, 
continued  on  page  8 
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the  system  that  breeds  the  horrendous 
crises  on  which  the  fascists  thrive. 

The  KKE’s  nationalist  populism  is  clear 
from  its  programme,  which  proclaims: 
"KKE,  a profoundly  patriotic  party,  is 
the  genuine  and  worthy  inheritor  of  the 
national,  democratic  and  revolutionary 
traditions  of  the  Greek  people"  and  calls 
for  a “national  defence  policy  which  safe- 
guards Greece’s  security"  (kke.gr).  Sup- 
port for  patriotism  and  national  defence  is 
incompatible  with  the  claim  that  the  KKE 
"fights  against  every  manifestation  of  fas- 
cism. nationalism,  chauvinism  and  rac- 
ism" and  is  counterposed  to  the  Marxist 
slogan  “workers  of  the  world  unite"  that  is 
printed  on  the  masthead  of  its  newspaper. 
The  KKE’s  nationalism  is  also  antitheti- 
cal to  the  struggle  for  a Socialist  United 
States  of  Europe — the  only  programme 
that  expresses  the  interests  of  the  working 
classes  across  Europe,  both  in  the  impe- 
rialist countries  such  as  Germany,  France 
and  Britain  and  in  dependent  countries 
like  Ireland  and  Greece. 

KKE’s  Record  of  Betrayal 

Despite  the  KKE’s  current  refusal  to 
join  a coalition  government,  it  remains 
wedded  to  the  programme  of  class  col- 
laboration— which  has  led  in  the  past  to 
alliances  with  and  participation  in  gov- 
ernments of  the  bourgeoisie.  The  KKE’s 
history  is  littered  with  betrayals  of  the 
interests  of  the  working  class.  In  1936,  as 
the  Greek  proletariat  was  in  deep  revo- 
lutionary ferment,  the  KKE  sought  to 
induce  the  supposedly  “progressive"  wing 
of  the  Greek  bourgeoisie — the  Venizelist 
Liberals — to  join  it  in  a popular-front 
coalition  against  the  right.  Predictably, 
the  anti-Communist  Liberals  made  a 
bloc  with  the  right  against  the  KKE.  The 
failure  of  the  KKE  to  fight  for  workers 
power,  instead  pursuing  an  alliance  with 
the  Liberals,  paved  the  way  for  the  brutal 
dictatorship  of  Ioannis  Metaxas. 

Towards  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the 
Communist-led  partisans  of  ELAS,  who 
had  fought  heroically  against  the  Nazi 
occupiers  and  their  Greek  quislings, 
had  liberated  the  country  and  had  power 
in  their  grasp.  But  the  opportunity  for 
the  workers  to  seize  power  and  settle 
accounts  with  the  collaborationist  Greek 
bourgeoisie  was  surrendered  by  the  KKE 
leadership.  In  1944,  the  KKE  joined  the 
"national  unity"  government  of  George 
Papandreou  (senior).  It  then  ordered 
ELAS  fighters  to  surrender  their  weap- 
ons, thus  allowing  the  bourgeoisie,  sup- 
ported by  the  British,  to  re-establish  its 
rule  in  Greece.  In  this  betrayal,  the  KKE 
leadership  acted  in  accordance  with  Sta- 
lin. who  had  agreed  with  Churchill  that 
Greece  would  be  part  of  Britain’s  sphere 
of  influence  in  the  post-war  settlement. 
Salvaging  capitalist  rule  in  Greece  is 
the  bitter  fruit  of  the  Stalinist  dogma  of 
"socialism  in  one  country,"  which  means 
renouncing  world  revolution. 

The  KKE’s  “reward”  for  its  help  in 
rescuing  bourgeois  rule  in  Greece  was  to 


be  ruthlessly  persecuted  in  a campaign 
of  white  terror.  When  civil  war  ensued, 
the  workers  and  peasants  led  by  the  KKE 
were  defeated  by  the  combined  forces  of 
Greek  reaction  in  league  with  British  and 
later  U.S.  imperialism.  In  the  aftermath 
of  the  1946-49  civil  war  the  KKE  was 
prohibited,  but  in  the  1950s  its  cadres 
were  active  in  the  United  Democratic  Left 
(EDA),  participating  in  elections  as  part 
of  the  popular-frontist  Liberal  Democratic 
Union  with  the  Liberals  and  with  Papan- 
dreou. In  1989  the  KKE,  then  part  of  the 
Synaspismos  coalition  together  with  the 
old  "Eurocommunist”  wing  of  the  party, 
formed  a government  with  New  Democ- 
racy, a betrayal  that  led  to  a split  by  a 
large  section  of  its  youth. 

For  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party 
in  Greece! 

In  the  weeks  before  the  17  June  election, 
many  people  in  Greece  expressed  aston- 
ishment that  Trotskyists  were  giving  criti- 
cal electoral  support  to  a Stalinist  party. 
That  this  should  be  such  a surprise  is  an 
indictment  of  the  anti-Communist,  social- 
democratic  "family"  of  fake  Trotskyists 
in  Greece  who  besmirched  the  name  of 
Trotskyism  and  hailed  counterrevolu- 
tion in  the  Soviet  Union.  We  in  the  ICL. 
in  contrast,  fought  to  the  end — in  East 
Germany  and  later  in  the  Soviet  Union 
itself — for  the  programme  of  authentic 
Trotskyism.  A central  component  of  that 
programme  is  military  defence  of  the 
degenerated  and  deformed  workers  states 
against  imperialism  and  internal  counter- 
revolution, and  the  struggle  for  proletar- 
ian political  revolution  to  oust  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracies,  whose  conciliation  of 
imperialism  undermined  the  defence  of 
the  workers  states  and  ultimately  led  to 
counterrevolution. 

The  panoply  of  fake-Trotskyist  and 
other  reformist  organisations  in  Greece 
salivated  over  the  prospect  of  a victory 
for  Syriza  and  the  formation  of  a capitalist 
government  "of  the  left."  Nestled  inside 


the  pro-EU  Syriza  coalition  are  groups 
such  as  Marxistiki  Foni  (Marxist  Voice), 
associated  with  the  International  Marxist 
Tendency,  and  the  Internationalist  Work- 
ers Left  (DEA),  Greek  cothinkers  of  the 
U.S.  International  Socialist  Organization. 
The  latter’s  Antonis  Davanellos  gushed 
in  an  interview  with  (American]  Socialist 
Worker  (“A  New  Stage  of  the  Resistance 
in  Greece.”  23  May): 

"We  have  an  incredible  situation.  This  is 
not  revolutionary,  not  pre-revolutionary, 
but  we  are  confronting  the  fact  that  in  a 
month’s  time.  SYRIZA  will  be  the  lead- 
ing party  in  the  country.  So  we  will  be 
called  on  at  that  point  to  form  a govern- 
ment that  can  transform  things  for  the 
people  of  Greece." 

The  Committee  for  a Workers’  Internation- 
al’s Xekinima  organisation  campaigned 
for  "a  government  of  the  left"  and  sent  its 
Irish  member  of  the  European  Parliament, 
Paul  Murphy,  to  Athens  to  campaign  for 
votes  to  Syriza. 

Meanwhile  the  Antarsya  coalition, 
which  includes  the  Greek  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SEK — affiliated  with  the  Brit- 
ish SWP)  and  the  OKDE-Spartakos  group, 
affiliated  with  the  self-styled  Fourth  Inter- 
national. ran  candidates  in  the  election  in 
its  own  name.  That  Antarsya’s  purpose  was 
simply  to  pressure  Syriza  to  the  left  from 
the  outside  was  made  clear  in  numerous 
declarations,  including  the  following  from 
Alex  Callinicos  in  the  2 June  (British] 
Socialist  Worker. 

“Antarsya  has  made  it  clear  that  it  sees 
itself  working  alongside  and  in  dialogue 
with  those  who  support  Syriza.  The 
stronger  its  voice  is,  the  greater  the  pres- 
sure will  be  on  Syriza  to  stand  firm  in  the 
face  of  the  forces  trying  to  impose  auster- 
ity as  Greece's  permanent  condition." 

Notwithstanding  Antarsya’s  nominal  op- 
position to  the  EU,  in  the  wake  of  the 
elections  these  reformist  leftists  see  the 
narrow  defeat  of  Syriza  as  a call  to  redou- 
ble their  efforts  in  building  a resistance 
movement  against  the  new  government 
centred  on  the  Syriza  opposition  in  par- 
liament. Indeed.  Syriza  is  being  touted 
as  a model  for  workers  and  the  oppressed 
across  Europe  in  their  struggles  against 
capitalist  austerity. 

Whether  they  seek  to  pressure  Syriza 
from  the  inside  or  outside,  these  refor- 
mists stand  exposed  for  their  support  to 
a formation  that  is  for  maintaining  the 
capitalist  EU — or  in  other  words,  for  the 
continued  subordination  of  dependent 
countries  like  Greece  to  the  imperialists. 
The  historic  dependency  of  backward 
Greek  capitalism  on  the  imperialists 
and  the  savage  attacks  the  Greek  capi- 
talists will  continue  to  carry  out  against 
the  working  class  and  oppressed  cannot 
be  ended  through  the  reformist  pressure 
politics  espoused  by  the  SEK.  DEA. 
Xekinima,  OKDE-Spartakos  and  Marx- 
istiki Foni.  The  only  way  forward  is  the 
struggle  for  power  by  the  working  class 
in  its  own  name.  This  requires  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  based  on  a programme 
for  socialist  revolution  that  expropriates 
the  capitalist  class  and  sweeps  away  the 
capitalist  state,  replacing  it  with  a work- 


ers government.  The  international  nature 
of  the  capitalist  crisis  drives  home  that 
such  working-class  struggle  must  extend 
internationally,  including  to  the  imperial- 
ist centres. 

Flowing  from  their  open  or  backhanded 
support  to  Syriza,  the  reformist  left  has 
also  been  united  in  condemning  the  KKE 
for  refusing  to  join  Syriza  in  forming  a 
capitalist  government  of  the  left  follow- 
ing the  May  elections.  There  is  more  than 
a hint  of  anti-Communism  in  their  shrill 
denunciations  of  the  Stalinist  KKE  for 
sectarianism,  which  is  hardly  surprising 
given  that  these  are  the  same  organisa- 
tions that  cheered  the  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92.  We  might  point 
out  that  at  least  the  KKE  hates  capital- 
ism: the  SWP  (British  Socialist  Workers 
Party]  and  its  Egyptian  cothinkers  gave 
critical  support  to  the  Muslim  Brother- 
hood, which  loves  capitalism! 

These  so-called  Trotskyists  swim  with 
petty-bourgeois  political  currents,  sow- 
ing illusions  in  the  possibility  of  a more 
humane  and  democratic  capitalism.  Both 
DEA  and  Xekinima  present  their  support 
to  the  pro-EU  Syriza  as  some  kind  of 
working-class  internationalism,  while  de- 
nouncing the  KKE  for  nationalism  because 
it  correctly  opposes  Syriza’s  support  to  the 
capitalist  EU.  Thus  the  CWI  (Commit- 
tee for  a Workers’  International]  writes  in 
“Euro  Crisis  Deepens”  (socialistworld.net, 
21  May): 

“The  KKE.  on  the  other  hand,  opposes 
the  euro  and  the  EU  and  attacks  Syriza 
for  its  attitude  toward  the  EU  and  the 
euro.  Politically,  this  is  one  of  the  justi- 
fications they  use  for  not  joining  a left 
front  with  Syriza....  Opposition  to  the 
EU  and  the  euro  on  a nationalist  basis 
means  they  are  trapped  in  a capital- 
ist framework.  What  is  necessary  is  an 
internationalist  socialist  approach  that 
links  together  the  struggle  of  the  Greek 
workers  with  the  working  class  in  other 
EU  countries.” 

It  is  simply  ludicrous  for  Xekinima  and 
DEA  to  argue  that  they  are  for  linking  the 
struggles  of  the  Greek  workers  with  those 
of  workers  of  other  EU  countries  when 
they  support  a coalition  that  is,  at  most, 
for  renegotiating  the  terms  of  subordina- 
tion of  countries  like  Greece  to  the  dic- 
tates of  the  imperialists.  Pro-EU  groups 
such  as  the  CWI  must  accept  their  share 
of  responsibility  for  the  grotesque  nation- 
alism that  is  inflamed  by  the  EU  itself. 
The  relationship  of  dependence  within  the 
EU  has  heightened  great  power  chauvin- 
ism in  the  dominant  powers,  such  as  Ger- 
many, and  led  to  a corresponding  rise  of 
nationalism  in  indebted  countries  such  as 
Greece.  The  result  is  a dramatic  grow  th  of 
fascist  and  xenophobic  forces  throughout 
Europe. 

In  contrast  to  these  organisations  with 
their  anti-Communist  hostility  to  the 
KKE  and  the  workers  it  leads,  our  com- 
rades of  the  TGG  sought  to  gain  a hearing 
for  our  programme  among  a key  section 
of  the  working  class  through  the  tactic 
of  critical  support  for  the  KKE.  As  we 
explained  in  “Banks  Starve  Greek  Work- 
ing People": 

"The  KKE  has  the  allegiance  of  the  most 
militant  sections  of  the  Greek  work- 
ing class.  Its  trade  union  organisation. 
PAME,  purports  to  offer  a ‘class-oriented’ 
opposition  to  the  sell-out  bureaucrats  in 
GSEE  and  ADEDY.  whom  it  correctly 
denounces  for  class  collaboration  with 
the  bosses  and  their  government.  How- 
ever the  KKE  cannot  offer  a way  forward 
for  the  working  class  beyond  the  cycle  of 
one-day  general  strikes,  which  amount  to 
a militant  form  of  lobbying  parliament. 
The  KKE  does  not  have  a programme  for 
the  working-class  seizure  of  power.  It  is 
wedded  to  nationalism  which  is  the  main 
obstacle  to  building  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  in  Greece.  A strategic  task  in 
building  a revolutionary  party  is  to  win 
the  working-class  base  of  the  KKE  to  the 
internationalist  programme  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky's  Bolsheviks.” 

Through  the  TGG's  campaign  for  criti- 
cal support  to  the  KKE,  more  than  a 
few  workers  and  youth  took  note  of  the 
fact  that  the  TGG  does  not  share  the 
petty-bourgeois,  anti-Communist  preju- 
dices of  other  organisations  claiming  to 
be  Trotskyist  in  Greece.  This  is  a small 
but  important  first  step  in  the  struggle  to 
bring  the  programme  of  authentic  Bolshe- 
vism to  the  most  politically  advanced  lay- 
ers of  the  working  class.  ■ 
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On  Strike  for  Over  200  Days 


For  International  Solidarity 
with  Greek  Steel  Workers! 


Left:  All  Workers  Militant 
Front  (PAME)  union 
federation  banners  in 
front  of  the  struck  Elliniki 
Halyvourgia  steel  plant. 
Above:  Strikers  protest  at 
Labor  Ministry,  Athens, 
February  2. 


Workers  Hammer 

The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  2/9  (Summer  2012). 

Workers  at  the  Greek  steel  plant  Elli- 
niki Halyvourgia  have  been  on  strike  for 
nearly  eight  months.  Since  October  last 
year,  they  have  been  fighting  against  an 
attack  by  their  employer,  Nikos  Manesis, 
who  is  attempting  a drastic  cut  in  wages. 
He  has  also  fired  over  100  workers  under 
new  anti-union  laws  introduced  as  part  of 
the  conditions  of  the  EU/IMF  [European 
Union/International  Monetary  Fund]  loans. 
The  steel  workers  are  part  of  the  small 
but  strategic  Greek  proletariat.  According 
to  Guardian  journalist  Jon  Henley,  this 
steel  factory  made  iron  rods  and  girders 
that  helped  build  the  Athens  Metro,  the 
Olympic  stadium  and  the  bridge  link- 
ing the  Peloponnese  to  mainland  Greece 
(guardian.co.uk,  14  June).  It  is  in  the  vital 
interests  of  all  workers  in  Europe  to  stand 
in  internationalist  solidarity  with  these 
courageous  workers  in  their  class  battle. 
A victory  for  the  steel  workers  would  be 
a blow  to  the  Greek  capitalists  and  the 
imperialist  EU  and  IMF. 

The  strike  was  declared  illegal  by  the 
courts  on  5 June,  but  the  strikers  remain 
solid.  A team  of  comrades  visited  the 
pickets  on  9 June.  We  reprint  below  an 
edited  version  of  their  report. 

* * * 

Yesterday  afternoon  we  visited  the 
picket  line  at  the  Halyvourgia  Steel  Fac- 
tory in  Aspropyrgos,  a seaside  town  out- 
side Athens.  The  strike  there  has  been  the 
subject  of  a great  deal  of  press  coverage 
and  is  something  of  an  epicentre  for  class 
struggle  in  Greece  and  around  Europe. 
Comrades  had  made  an  earlier  trip  to  the 
picket  lines  and  the  most  recent  issue  of 
Le  Bolchtfvik,  newspaper  of  our  French 
section,  has  a statement  of  solidarity  with 
the  strike.  The  surrounding  town  is,  in 
a word,  desolate.  The  small  town  centre 
was  empty. 

The  workers  were  picketing  outside  the 
factory  gates.  There  are  PAME  slogans, 
signs,  and  banners  along  the  highway,  on 
the  gates,  and  across  nearby  overpasses. 
PAME  is  a formation  within  the  trade- 
union  movement  that  is  in  political  soli- 
darity with  the  Greek  Communist  Party, 
the  KKE.  A sign  in  German  from  the 
metalworkers  union  proclaims  solidar- 
ity with  the  strike,  saying  “Your  fight  is 
our  fight.”  Ominously,  there  is  also  one 
instance  of  fascist  Golden  Dawn  graffiti 
near  the  plant.  There  are  security  agents 
patrolling  the  property.  Ten  or  so  work- 


ers were  stationed  inside  the  main  gates, 
blocking  the  entrance  to  the  factory.  They 
were  reading  Rizospastis . the  KKE's  daily 
newspaper.  All  of  the  workers  were  men, 
and  their  ages  ranged  from  30s-60s.  We 
were  told  that  during  the  week,  there  are 
many  more  workers  on  the  picket  line, 
including  women. 

We  introduced  ourselves  as  Trotskyists 
from  the  ICL  who  were  visiting  to  show  our 
support  for  the  strike.  The  workers  were 
very  friendly.  Union  officials  at  the  plant 
allowed  us  to  distribute  our  article  “Banks 
Starve  Greek  Working  People"  [WV  No. 
1002,  11  May].  We  also  left  copies  of 
our  statement  calling  for  critical  support 
to  the  KKE  in  the  election.  We  showed 
them  Workers  Vanguard  (published  by  the 
Spartacist  League/U.S.)  with  a recent  arti- 
cle on  the  Hamilton,  Ontario,  steel  lock- 
out (WV  No.  976,  18  March).  One  union 
official  we  spoke  to  is  a 30-year  veteran  of 
the  plant  who  is  responsible  for  distribut- 
ing the  weekly  strike  pay.  A striker  read 
the  title  of  our  article — “Greek  Trotsky- 
ists Say:  Vote  KKE!  No  Vote  to  Syriza!" 
(reprinted  on  page  7) — in  a sarcastic  tone. 
Another  worker  asked  us  to  read  the  let- 
ter in  Le  Bolchevik.  The  workers  nodded 
their  agreement  during  the  sections  on 
international  solidarity,  but  stopped  pay- 
ing attention  once  we  got  to  a quote  from 
Trotsky. 

Background  to  the  Strike 

There  are  some  380  workers  at  the  steel 
plant  who  have  been  on  strike  for  224 
days  as  of  today.  The  trade  union  called 
the  strike  and  PAME  stepped  in.  The 
plant  is  owned  by  the  Greek  capitalist 
Nikos  Manesis,  who  owns  a similar  plant 
in  Volos.  The  strike  began  last  autumn 
after  Manesis  demanded  five-hour  work- 
days and  a 40  per  cent  cut  in  wages.  He 
claimed  that  the  factory  was  in  financial 
trouble,  and  that  this  would  be  a stop- 
gap measure.  According  to  the  strikers, 
the  union  counter-offered  to  maintain  an 
eight-hour  day  and  take  a temporary  40 
per  cent  pay  cut,  to  be  repaid  when  the 
plant  became  profitable  again.  But  Mane- 
sis rejected  this  and  announced  that  he 
would  fire  the  legal  maximum  of  5 per 
cent  of  the  workforce  every  month  if  the 
union  didn’t  accept.  The  workers  went  on 
strike,  and  Manesis  has  fired  over  100 
workers  so  far.  In  mid-January,  when  the 
union  met  with  the  Greek  labour  min- 
ister, Manesis  fired  five  workers  when 
the  meeting  was  announced,  another  five 
when  they  entered  the  ministry  building. 


and  another  five  when  the  meeting  was 
postponed.  Another  striker  told  us  that 
one  of  their  main  demands  is  for  all  the 
fired  workers  to  be  rehired.  Meanwhile, 
workers  in  the  Volos  plant  were  forced  to 
accept  the  company’s  offer,  causing  ten- 
sion between  the  two  groups  of  workers. 

We  were  also  told  that  earlier  this  year, 
a number  of  workers  at  Aspropyrgos 
signed  a statement,  prepared  by  the  com- 
pany’s lawyers,  stating  that  they  wanted 
to  return  to  work.  This  was  used  as  the 
basis  for  a law  suit  against  the  union. 
However  the  union  was  able  to  convince 
the  majority  of  the  workers  to  take  back 
their  statements.  These  workers  said  they 
didn’t  know  their  statement  would  be  used 
in  court,  and  signed  a counter-statement 
declaring  they  supported  the  strike.  The 
strikers  told  us  they  receive  weekly  finan- 
cial support  from  their  union,  plus  food 
and  clothing  for  their  kids  from  support- 
ers. Six  workers  don’t  take  the  money 
because  they  don’t  want  to  ask.  and  there 
are  a number  of  others  who  have  been  cut 
off  for  refusing  to  take  back  their  anti- 
strike  statements.  A number  of  workers 
are  chosen  each  month  to  monitor  the  steel 
furnace  to  keep  it  from  exploding.  These 
workers  are  paid,  but  are  not  considered 
scabs  by  the  workers  and  are  supported  by 
the  union.  PAME  and  the  KKE  provide 
food  and  other  material  help  to  the  strik- 
ers and  their  families.  Last  Christmas,  a 
PAME  official  delivered  one  lamb  to  the 
family  of  every  striking  worker. 

The  State  Is  Not  Neutral 

There  have  been  several  attacks  on  the 
strike  by  scabs,  but  so  far  the  union  has 


repulsed  all  of  them.  The  union  official 
told  us  that  a number  of  scabs  went  to 
the  police  chief  for  protection,  but  he  told 
them  that  if  he  protected  them  he  would 
also  have  to  protect  the  striking  workers 
if  they  asked.  Of  course,  the  state  is  far 
from  neutral  in  this  protracted  and  popular 
struggle.  The  union  and  three  individual 
workers  are  facing  a law  suit,  for  not  car- 
rying out  the  strike  vote  in  accordance 
with  the  law.  A few  days  ago  the  courts 
declared  the  strike  illegal  and  this  led  to 
another  attack  by  scabs.  For  defending 
their  picket  line,  some  workers  have  been 
charged  with  assault  and  are  awaiting  trial. 

But  the  strikers  remain  defiant  and  the 
militancy  of  this  strike  has  really  galva- 
nised popular  opinion  in  a time  of  horrific 
austerity.  The  union  official  told  us  a num- 
ber of  stories  about  solidarity,  both  from 
within  Greece  and  around  the  world.  He 
showed  us  pictures  drawn  by  schoolchil- 
dren who  supported  the  strike.  A main- 
stream Italian  news  network  has  filmed  at 
the  plant  and  there  have  been  a number  of 
solidarity  visits.  A wealthy  Greek  woman 
has  periodically  delivered  carloads  of  gro- 
ceries and  donated  600  euro  [$746 1. 

We  highlighted  the  need  to  oppose 
nationalism  and  defend  the  rights  of 
minorities,  including  national  minorities, 
in  Greece.  We  inquired  about  reports  that 
Golden  Dawn  had  visited  the  pickets  and 
were  told  that  several  Golden  Dawn  sup- 
porters showed  up  anonymously  with 
boxes  of  food  and  supplies;  one  of  them 
look  the  microphone  and  quickly  an- 
nounced that  Golden  Dawn  supported  the 
strike.  Not  surprisingly,  some  workers 
were  upset  by  this  and  complained  about 
it  to  the  union  officials. 

The  workers  understand  that  this  strike  is 
very  important  in  Greece  and  internation- 
ally. They  recognise  that  they  have  become 
a model  for  other  struggles,  and  they  do  not 
want  to  cave  in,  despite  the  extreme  hard- 
ship of  such  a long  strike.  A worker  told 
us  that  there  is  no  way  he  can  go  back  to 
work  without  victory,  after  over  200  days 
on  the  picket  line.  He  said,  “If  I go  back  to 
work  now,  how  will  I be  able  to  look  at  my 
children?”  Despite  this  commitment,  con- 
ditions are  very  difficult.  Now  that  the  state 
has  declared  the  strike  illegal  there  will  be 
more  pressure  and  more  attacks  by  scabs 
and  the  police.  It  is  vital  to  approach  unions 
internationally  now  for  letters  of  solidarity. 
As  we  left  the  plant,  I told  the  union  official 
that  the  ICL  sends  its  greetings  and  wishes 
the  workers  victory  in  their  struggle.  Tears 
came  to  his  eyes  and  he  embraced  me. 

Contact  Information 

• The  address  for  solidarity  letters  is: 

17th  Km  NEOAK 

Elleniki  Halyvourgia 
Asproprygos  19300.  Greece 
Fax  number:  011-30-210-557-8360 
Telephone:  011-30-210-557-0829 

• Donations  in  support  of  the  steel 
strikers  should  be  sent  to: 

National  Bank  of  Greece 

IBAN:  GR  40  0110  2000  0000  2006 
2330  152 

BIC/Swift  Code:  ETHNGRAA 
Account  holder:  Dimitris  Liakos 
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Egypt... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

to  left-nationalist  leader  Colonel  Gamal 
Abdel  Nasser  and  his  program  of  nation- 
alizations, which  his  regime  combined 
with  brutal  repression.  While  this  vote 
expressed  a desire  on  the  part  of  many 
working  people  to  reject  both  the  military 
and  the  Islamists,  it  equally  illustrated  the 
political  subordination  of  the  proletariat 
to  its  capitalist  class  enemy.  The  deep  res- 
ervoir of  nationalist  consciousness — seen 
in  last  year's  protests  in  the  ubiquitous 
presence  of  the  Egyptian  flag  and  the 
refrain  that  the  military  was  "at  one  with 
the  people" — has  long  served  Egypt's  rul- 
ers by  obscuring  the  class  divide  between 
the  tiny  layer  of  filthy  rich  capitalists  at 
the  top  and  the  brutally  exploited  workers 
and  peasants  at  the  bottom. 

Egypt  is  the  most  populous  Arab  coun- 
try. It  has  one  of  the  largest,  most  com- 
bative and  potentially  most  powerful 
working  classes  in  the  region.  Despite  the 
military’s  hold  on  power,  Egypt  remains 
a deeply  unstable  society.  After  weeks 
of  endless  campaigning  and  pressure  to 
vote,  more  than  half  the  electorate  did  not 
bother  to  participate  in  the  SCAF’s  elec- 
toral charade.  The  material  conditions  of 
life  for  the  overwhelming  majority  of  the 
population  have  actually  worsened  as  food 
prices  and  unemployment  rise  sharply. 
The  hated  police,  including  the  Central 
Security  Forces,  remain  untouched  and 
will  soon  be  redeployed  onto  the  streets 
to  enforce  "law  and  order.”  Both  the  mili- 
tary and  the  Brotherhood  have  made  clear 
their  intent  to  restore  “stability,”  including 
by  clamping  down  on  strikes. 

The  situation  cries  out  for  building 
an  internationalist  workers  party.  As  we 
wrote  after  Mubarak’s  fall  (“Egypt:  Mili- 
tary Takeover  Props  Up  Capitalist  Rule," 
WV  No.  974,  18  February  201 1): 

"Elementary  democratic  rights  such  as 
legal  equality  for  women  and  the  com- 
plete separation  of  religion  and  state; 
agrarian  revolution  to  give  land  to  the 
peasants;  ending  joblessness  and  grind- 


Squatter camp 
along  Cairo- 
Alexandria  train 
route,  May  2012. 
Some  40  percent  of 
Egypt’s  population 
survives  on  $2  a 
day  or  less. 


ing  poverty:  the  basic  aspirations  of  the 
masses  cannot  be  met  without  the  over- 
throw of  the  bonapartist  capitalist  order. 
The  indispensable  instrument  for  the 
working  class  to  take  the  lead  is  a pro- 
letarian revolutionary  party,  which  can 
be  built  only  through  relentless  struggle 
against  all  bourgeois  forces,  from  the 
military  to  the  Brotherhood  and  the  lib- 
erals who  falsely  claim  to  support  the 
struggles  of  the  masses.  Such  a party 
must  act.  in  the  words  of  Bolshevik 
leader  V.  1.  Lenin,  as  a ‘tribune  of  the 
people.'  fighting  against  the  oppression 
of  women,  peasants.  Coptic  Christians, 
homosexuals  and  ethnic  minorities.” 

Bowing  Before  the  Brotherhood 

Those  groups  claiming  the  mantle  of 
socialism  in  Egypt  stand  as  an  obstacle  to 
the  struggle  for  working-class  power,  by 
dissolving  the  distinct  class  interests  of  the 
proletariat  into  the  need  for  the  unity  of 
"the  people"  in  order  to  "continue  the  rev- 
olution.” Chief  among  those  groups  is  the 
Revolutionary  Socialists,  a tendency  asso- 
ciated with  the  late  Tony  Cliff  and  with 
ties  to  both  the  American  International 
Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  and  the  Brit- 


ish Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP).  Par- 
ticularly since  last  year’s  uprising,  the  RS 
has  emerged  as  the  most  influential  “far 
left”  group  in  Egypt,  with  its  statements 
and  articles  translated  and  read  by  leftist 
organizations  around  the  world. 

The  RS  caused  some  anguish  among  its 
own  members  when  it  formally  endorsed 
the  Muslim  Brotherhood  candidate  Morsi 
in  the  second  round  of  the  presidential 
elections.  The  basis  for  this  capitulation 
to  the  deadly  enemies  of  women,  work- 
ers and  religious  minorities  was  laid  at 
the  RS’s  founding  in  the  1990s,  when  it 
opposed  other  leftists’  hostility  to  politi- 
cal Islam.  The  RS  claims  that  the  Brother- 
hood. because  of  its  mass  base,  has  "con- 
tradictions” that  socialists  can  exploit  (see 
"Pandering  to  Reactionary  Muslim  Broth- 
erhood,” WVNo.  974,  18  February  2011). 
On  May  28,  the  RS  issued  a statement 
calling  for  “a  national  front  that  stands 
against  the  candidate  of  the  counterrevo- 
lution,” Shafiq. 

This  was  followed  by  a June  4 statement 
titled.  “To  Comrades,”  which  acknowl- 


SEP... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

region,  particularly  from  longshore  with 
its  heavily  black  membership,  helped 
build  the  mobilization.  They  recognized 
that  stopping  the  fascists  was  not  just  a 
defense  of  black  people  and  minorities  but 
also  of  the  entire  labor  movement  against 
its  most  deadly  enemies.  Not  the  Northites, 
who  condemned  the  mobilization  as  “A 
Revisionist  Frenzy  Over  Klan”  that  ele- 
vated “race"  over  "class.” 

The  Civil  Rights  Movement 

It  is  absolutely  true  that  the  ISO’s  calls 
for  a “new  civil  rights  movement”  are 
aimed  at  refurbishing  the  credentials  of 
Jesse  Jackson  and  other  black  Democrats, 
whose  purpose  is  to  re-elect  Obama.  But 


the  SEP  itself  peddles  its  own  version  of 
Obama’s  “end  of  racism”  myth.  For  the 
SEP.  to  raise  the  question  of  racism  over 
the  killing  of  Trayvon  Martin  is  to  "sub- 
ordinate political  thinking  to  an  unchang- 
ing template  of  racial  politics,”  adding  “as 
though  nothing  had  been  accomplished  by 
the  civil  rights  struggles  of  the  1950s  and 
1960s”  ("Behind  the  Right-Wing  Racial 
Politics  of  Jesse  Jackson  and  A1  Sharpton," 
wsws.org,  I May).  This  position  invests 
the  civil  rights  movement  with  essentially 
eliminating  discrimination  against  black 
people,  a convenient  alibi  for  the  SEP’s 
retrograde  views.  Although  it  defeated 
Jim  Crow  segregation  in  the  South,  when 
the  civil  rights  movement  came  North  it 
ran  up  against  the  mass  unemployment, 
poverty  and  rampant  police  brutality  in 
the  black  inner  cities  that  are  part  of  the 
very  fabric  of  American  capitalism. 


The  leadership  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment under  Martin  Luther  King — who 
looked  to  the  Democratic  Party  and  capi- 
talist state  for  redress — would  not  and 
could  not  wage  the  necessary  struggle 
against  these  conditions.  Today  the  SEP 
tries  to  present  MLK  as  some  kind  of 
anti-capitalist  fighter,  crediting  him  with 
the  understanding  that  “the  oppression  of 
blacks  was  fundamentally  a question  of 
class.”  Despite  its  admonition  that  King  was 
"not  a revolutionary  socialist”  (no  kidding), 
the  SEP’s  whitewash  of  him  is  the  same 
myth  peddled  by  the  ISO.  It  simply  comes 
from  a different  vantage  point,  one  based 
on  the  revolting  argument  that  “attempts  to 
present  racism  as  the  ‘core’  of  American 
society  are  false  and  reactionary.” 

The  lengths  to  which  the  SEP  will  go 
to  present  its  own  "false  and  reactionary” 
view  of  American  history  can  be  seen  in 
Jerry  White’s  February  13  election  plat- 
form. The  words  "black  people”  and  "rac- 
ism" are  never  mentioned.  Instead,  White 
rhapsodizes  that:  “This  country  was 
founded  on  the  principle  that  ‘All  men 
are  created  equal’.”  That  was  the  stated 
principle  but  what  was  embedded  in  the 
United  States  Constitution  was  slavery. 
It  took  a bloody  Civil  War  to  smash  the 
Southern  slavocracy.  but  you  wouldn’t 
know  it  from  reading  White's  platform, 
which  reduces  the  Civil  War  to  the  pledge 
that  “government  of  the  people,  by  the 
people,  for  the  people  shall  not  perish 
from  the  earth."  The  abolition  of  slavery 
merits  no  mention. 

Political  Bandits 

In  1970  we  recalled  Lenin's  term 
"political  bandits"  to  describe  the  SEP’s 
forebears,  the  Workers  League  and  Gerry 
Healy’s  International  Committee  of  the 
Fourth  International  (ICFI)  to  which  it 
was  affiliated.  Such  an  organization  will 
fly  any  flag  as  long  as  it  is  perceived  as 
advancing  its  own  episodic,  and  often 
grotesque,  opportunist  appetites.  When 
called  for.  they  had  the  ability  to  wield 
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edges  that  the  May  28  declaration  "pro- 
voked a negative  response  among  a num- 
ber of  RS  members."  Nonetheless,  the 
RS  continued  to  defend  supporting  the 
Brotherhood  on  the  basis  of  defeating  the 
"counterrevolution."  Yet  on  June  4 the  RS 
issued  a different  statement  (reprinted  in 
the  8 June  issue  of  its  paper.  The  Social- 
ist) calling  to  boycott  the  elections  if  the 
"Political  Exclusion  Law” — passed  by 
parliament  earlier  this  year  barring  senior 
officials  of  the  Mubarak  regime  from  run- 
ning for  office — was  not  implemented. 
Since  the  main  candidate  associated  with 
Mubarak  was  Shafiq.  this  line  was  just  a 
backhanded  form  of  support  to  the  Broth- 
erhood. (The  law  was  not  implemented.) 

In  its  statement  ‘To  Comrades,"  the  RS 
described  the  Brotherhood  as  "an  organi- 
zation filled  with  class  contradictions  con- 
cealed behind  vague  religious  slogans." 
No!  This  is  a religiously  based  bourgeois 
organization.  And  nothing  about  its  reli- 
gious program  is  “vague.”  The  stifling 
stench  of  Brotherhood  influence  has  long 
pervaded  Egypt.  There  is  no  law  compel- 
ling women  to  wear  the  headscarf,  yet 
the  overwhelming  majority  do  so  out  of 
social  pressure  imposed  by  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood  and  the  more  hardline  Salaf- 
ists.  Egypt’s  Coptic  Christians  are  justly 
terrified  about  the  Brotherhood  victory. 
And  women  face  an  even  darker  period 
ahead.  To  get  a taste  of  what  the  Islamists 
have  in  store,  one  can  look  at  two  bills  put 
forward  in  the  now-dissolved  parliament. 
One,  introduced  by  a Salafist,  sought  to 
re-legalize  the  horrendous  practice  of 
female  genital  mutilation,  which  is  ram- 
pant regardless.  Another  sought  to  lower 
the  age  of  marriage  for  girls  to  14. 

The  RS  tried  to  justify  its  egregious 
endorsement  of  the  Brotherhood  by  the 
line  that  the  " feloul ” — i.e.,  "remnants”  of 
the  Mubarak  regime — must  be  defeated  at 
all  costs.  But  while  the  RS  today  blusters 
on  about  the  dangers  of  the  military  rul- 
ers, when  the  army  was  deployed  on  the 
streets  of  Cairo  shortly  before  Mubarak’s 
resignation  the  RS  joined  in  the  nationalist 
celebration.  Amid  prevalent  illusions  in  the 


Marxist  orthodoxy,  which  was  but  a mask 
for  violations  of  any  and  all  known  Marx- 
ist principles. 

For  years,  Healy’s  ICFI  was  the  bought- 
and-paid-for  PR  agency  for  various  Near 
East  despotic  regimes.  When  these  crimes 
against  the  working  class  were  exposed,  his 
loyal  lieutenants,  including  David  North, 
cried  that  it  was  all  Healy’s  doing.  But  none 
of  them  raised  a peep  when  the  money  was 
still  pouring  in.  Indeed,  the  Bulletin  joined 
in  publishing  an  article  hailing  the  murder 
of  21  Iraqi  Communist  Party  members  in 
1979.  Healy’s  ICFI  provided  many  such 
services  and  was  handsomely  rewarded 
by  the  rulers  of  countries  including  Iraq, 
Kuwait,  Libya  and  Abu  Dhabi.  After  Healy 
was  ousted.  North  proclaimed  himself  the 
new  leader  of  the  ICFI. 

After  years  of  pandering  to  the  AFL- 
CIO  tops.  North  used  the  occasion  of  the 
counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
former  Soviet  Union  to  declare  that  the 
unions  are  “direct  instruments  of  imperi- 
alism” and  must  be  destroyed.  Doubtless, 
he  was  buoyed  in  this  pronouncement  by 
the  role  his  organization  had  played  in 
supporting  the  imperialist-backed  forces 
of  counterrevolution  that  destroyed  the 
former  Soviet  workers  state.  At  the  same 
time,  years  of  crawling  before  bourgeois- 
nationalist  regimes  in  the  Near  East  were 
reversed  with  North  proclaiming  that 
any  and  all  struggles  for  national  self- 
determination  must  be  vigorously  opposed. 

So  should  you  run  across  an  Internet 
tome  taking  up  the  world  economic  crisis 
on  the  SEP  s wsws.org  that  sounds  vaguely 
like  orthodox"  Marxism:  beware!  Devoid 
of  any  class  basis  or  connection  to  reality. 
North  and  his  gang  can  and  will  say  or  do 
anything.  Today,  they  are  slyly  giving  aid 
and  comfort  to  the  racist  enemies  of  those 
outraged  by  the  killing  of  Trayvon  Mar- 
tin. We  can  only  speculate  about  whose  or 
what  interests  are  served  by  the  Northites. 
One  thing  is  for  certain,  it  is  not  the  inter- 
ests of  the  multiracial  working  class  here 
or  internationally.  ■ 
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Dakahliya,  Egypt:  Delta  Bus  workers  on  strike  for  higher  wages  outside 
company  headquarters,  March  4. 


military,  they  complained  in  a I February 
201 1 statement,  “This  army  is  no  longer  the 
people's  army."  The  army  of  the  capitalist 
regimes  of  Nasser.  Sadat  and  Mubarak  was 
never  "the  people’s  army.”  The  RS  even 
promoted  illusions  in  the  police,  rejoicing 
in  a 13  February  2011  statement  that  “the 
wave  of  social  revolution  is  widening  every 
day  as  new  sections  join  the  protests,  such 
as  policemen,  mukhabarin  [intelligence 
agents]  and  police  officers"! 

As  Marxists,  we  reject  the  RS's  reform- 
ist framework,  which  posits  that  the  only 
two  “choices”  are  to  capitulate  to  either 
the  “secular,"  military-backed  forces,  such 
as  Shafiq,  or  to  Islamists  like  the  Brother- 
hood. In  fact,  these  are  alternative  ways  of 
propping  up  capitalist  rule.  In  contrast  to 
the  RS’s  endorsement  of  the  Brotherhood, 
our  comrades  of  the  Trotskyist  Group  of 
Greece  gave  critical  support  to  the  Com- 
munist Party  (KKE)  in  the  recent  Greek 
elections  (see  front-page  article).  To  put  it 
simply,  the  KKE,  a working-class  party, 
despite  its  Stalinist  class  collaborationism 
drew  a crude  class  line  against  the  impe- 
rialist European  Union  in  these  elections 
and  claims  to  hate  capitalism.  The  reac- 
tionary Brotherhood,  as  even  the  Cliffites 
admit,  loves  capitalism! 

The  Incoherence  of  Incoherence 

What  RS  members  actually  did  on 
election  day  one  can  only  divine.  How- 
ever, the  RS’s  cothinkers  in  the  British 
SWP  fully  supported  its  call  for  voting 
for  Morsi.  Anne  Alexander  wrote  in  a 16 
June  Socialist  Worker  article,  “Voting  for 
Mursi  and  against  Shafiq  is  an  important 
step  in  building  a revolutionary  movement 
beyond  the  elections."  For  a view  of  how 
supporting  Islamist  forces  might  pan  out, 
one  might  look  at  Timisia,  the  birthplace 
of  the  “Arab  Spring"  and  historically  the 
most  secular  society  in  North  Africa. 
Under  the  “moderate”  Islamist  Ennahda 
government,  the  Salafists  have  been  burn- 
ing down  offices  of  the  UGTT  trade-union 
federation  and  carrying  out  a reign  of  ter- 
ror against  women  on  the  campuses.  In 
Egypt,  the  Salafists  already  have  been  on 
a rampage,  burning  down  casinos,  bars, 
liquor  stores  and  suspected  brothels  and 
exerting  intense  pressure  on  women  to 
don  the  head-to-toe  niqab  (veil). 

The  American  Cliffites  of  the  ISO  found 
the  RS  line  calling  for  a vote  to  Morsi 
“surprising,”  adding  that  its  May  28  state- 
ment “raises  many  troubling  questions.” 
But  their  differences  are  purely  tactical. 
In  “Egypt’s  Election  Dead  End,”  the  ISO’s 
Alan  Maass  complains  that  the  Brother- 
hood “vacillated  during  the  201 1 rebellion” 
and  “has  again  and  again  proved  unwilling 


to  defend  the  revolution”  (socialistworker. 
org,  31  May).  While  Maass  adds  that  the 
Brotherhood  is  an  “enthusiastic  supporter 
of  free  market  policies"  and  “is  conserva- 
tive, on  the  whole,  on  many  social  issues,” 
the  ISO’s  class-collaborationist  “alterna- 
tive” was  to  tail  the  bourgeois  Nasserist 
politician  Sabahi. 

The  ever  so  mild  criticisms  by  Maass 
drew  howls  from  the  RS’s  Mostafa  Ali 
and  others,  as  seen  in  posts  on  the  ISO’s 
Web  site.  In  a June  3 post,  Ali  chas- 
tised Maass  for  “one-sidedly”  using  "the 
Brotherhood’s  commitment  to  capital- 
ism as  a barometer  for  making  decisions 
on  whether  to  vote  for  them  or  not.”  Ali 
assured  readers  that  since  the  first  round 
of  the  elections,  "we  can  now  count  on 
millions  to  pressure  the  Muslim  Brother- 
hood at  every  step  of  the  way.”  The  next 
day,  ISOer  Bill  Crane  declared  in  respond- 
ing to  Maass:  “The  leaders  of  the  Broth- 
erhood, despite  their  reactionary  policies, 
have  a direct  interest  in  preserving  gains 
of  the  revolution  such  as  political  democ- 
racy and  an  end  to  state  repression.” 

This  line  echoes  that  of  opportunist  left 
organizations  in  Iran  and  internationally  to 
push  support  for  Ayatollah  Khomeini’s  rise 
to  power  in  the  1978-79  “Islamic  revolu- 
tion,” which  ended  the  bloody  reign  of  the 
U.S.-backed  Shah.  Pointing  to  the  social 
power  of  the  Iranian  proletariat,  we  raised 
the  call:  Down  with  the  Shah!  No  to  the 
Mullahs!  Workers  to  power!  For  their  part, 
the  ISO  and  SWP  were  among  the  biggest 
cheerleaders  for  the  Islamic  reactionar- 
ies, with  the  ISO  headlining  one  article: 
“The  Form — Religious,  The  Spirit — Rev- 
olution” ( Socialist  Worker,  January  1979). 
When  the  Islamists  came  to  power,  they 
carried  out  murderous  repression  against 


women,  homosexuals,  religious,  ethnic 
and  national  minorities,  as  well  as  slaugh- 
tering the  leftists  who  had  promoted  them 
as  an  “anti-imperialist”  force. 

The  RS’s  support  to  the  Egyptian  Broth- 
erhood can  be  similarly  suicidal.  Late  last 
year,  Islamists  launched  a vicious  cam- 
paign against  the  RS,  which  was  seized 
on  by  state  security  forces  and  propa- 
gated in  much  of  the  bourgeois  media. 
The  Muslim  Brotherhood’s  newspaper 
ran  a front-page  article  baiting  the  RS  as 
violent,  while  the  Salafist  Al-Nour  Party 
accused  the  organization  of  “anarchy”  and 
of  being  funded  by  the  CIA — an  open  call 
for  imprisonment  and  worse.  Yet  the  RS 
continues  its  peculiar  fascination  with  the 
Islamists,  and  not  just  the  Brotherhood.  In 
a blog  post  about  his  group’s  recent  partic- 
ipation in  Salafist-organized  protests,  RS 
leader  Hossam  el-Hamalawy  glowingly 
described  how  the  RS  is  “reaching  out  to 
and  earning  the  respect  of  the  most  revo- 
lutionary wing  of  the  Salafist  movement." 

A June  5 “open  letter”  to  the  RS  by 
the  reformist  International  Marxist  Ten- 
dency (IMT)  of  Alan  Woods  worries  that 
endorsing  the  Brotherhood  will  “damage 
the  reputation  and  influence  of  the  Revo- 
lutionary Socialists  among  the  workers 
and  broader  masses.”  Like  the  ISO,  the 
IMT  promoted  the  Nasserist  candidate 
Sabahi,  who,  according  to  a 1 June  article 
by  Woods,  “shows  the  enormous  poten- 
tial for  the  future  victory  of  the  Left  in 
Egypt."  Support  to  such  bourgeois  forces 
is  second  nature  to  the  IMT,  which 
includes  sections  that  have  for  years  been 
part  of  capitalist  parties  like  the  Pakistan 
People’s  Party. 

Support  to  Arab  nationalism  has  led  to 
the  bloody  defeat  of  the  workers  move- 


ment throughout  the  Near  East,  not  least 
in  Egypt,  where  Nasser  came  to  power 
with  the  support  of  the  Stalinists  only 
to  later  brutally  suppress  them.  In  Egypt 
and  throughout  the  Near  East,  it  was  the 
utter  bankruptcy  of  bourgeois  nationalism 
and  the  Stalinist  policy  of  subordination 
to  such  forces  that  led  to  the  growth  of 
political  Islam,  which  feeds  off  the  misery 
and  poverty  of  the  masses. 

In  its  material  justifying  the  vote  to 
Morsi,  the  RS  essentially  presents  the 
Brotherhood  as  an  organization  in  con- 
stant conflict  with  Egypt’s  rulers.  Under 
Nasser,  Anwar  Sadat  and  Mubarak,  the 
Islamists  were  at  times  repressed,  toler- 
ated and  even  fostered.  In  the  early  1970s, 
Sadat  unleashed  the  Brotherhood,  with 
knives  in  hand,  to  crush  the  Communists 
on  the  campuses.  Mubarak,  for  his  part, 
found  it  useful  to  tolerate  the  Brotherhood 
in  order  to  present  his  regime  as  the  only 
thing  standing  in  the  way  of  Islamic  rule. 

At  bottom,  there  are  two  alternatives 
for  Egypt’s  toiling  masses:  either  impov- 
erishment and  intense  social  oppression, 
under  one  form  or  another  of  bourgeois 
rule,  or  working-class  rule  and  the  exten- 
sion of  socialist  revolution  throughout 
North  Africa  and  the  Near  East  and  to 
the  imperialist  centers.  As  Leon  Trotsky 
explained  in  developing  his  theory  of  per- 
manent revolution,  in  countries  of  belated 
capitalist  development,  the  bourgeoisie  is 
too  weak,  backward  and  dependent  on 
imperialism  to  achieve  the  moderniza- 
tion and  all-round  development  of  those 
societies.  As  we  wrote  in  “Egypt:  Mili- 
tary and  Islamists  Target  Women,  Copts, 
Workers”  ( WV  No.  994,  20  January): 

“The  liberation  of  the  Egyptian  masses 
requires  the  overthrow  not  simply  of  the 
military  but  of  the  capitalists,  landlords, 
Islamic  clergy  and  imperialists  who  profit 
from  the  grinding  oppression  of  the  popu- 
lace. The  power  to  do  this  lies  in  the  hands 
of  the  working  class,  whose  consciousness 
must  be  transformed  from  that  of  a class  in 
itself,  fighting  to  improve  its  status  within 
the  framework  of  capitalism,  to  a class 
for  itself,  realizing  its  historic  potential  to 
lead  all  the  oppressed  in  a revolutionary 
struggle  against  the  capitalist  system.” 

The  capitalist  economic  crisis  that  has 
ravaged  the  lives  and  livelihoods  of  work- 
ing people  from  North  Africa  to  Europe, 
North  America  and  Japan  only  further 
underscores  the  necessity  for  a perspec- 
tive that  is  at  once  revolutionary,  prole- 
tarian and  internationalist.  To  realize  this 
perspective,  the  crucially  necessary  factor 
is  proletarian  leadership.  The  task  is  to 
build  revolutionary  workers  parties  based 
on  political  independence  from  all  bour- 
geois forces  and  committed  to  the  fight 
for  a world  socialist  order.  ■ 


China... 

(continued  from  page  6) 

CCP  Stalinists’  repeated  backstabbing  of 
the  Vietnamese  workers  and  peasants,  a 
product  of  the  anti-Soviet  alliance  struck 
by  Mao  with  the  U.S.  In  the  late  1950s  and 
’60s,  antagonism  between  the  Moscow 
and  Beijing  Stalinist  regimes — marked, 
for  example,  by  the  Kremlin’s  refusal  to 
back  China  in  its  1959  border  war  with 
India — developed  into  a full-blown  split. 
Mao  was  soon  proclaiming  “Soviet  social 
imperialism"  to  be  an  even  greater  danger 
than  U.S.  imperialism,  neatly  dovetail- 
ing with  the  American  rulers’  strategic 
goal  of  destroying  the  Soviet  degenerated 
workers  state.  The  Sino-Soviet  border 
became  one  of  the  most  heavily  milita- 
rized in  the  world. 

While  much  of  the  New  Left  was  en- 
thusing over  Mao’s  calamitous  “Cultural 
Revolution,”  the  Spartacist  League  pre- 
sciently  warned  that  the  CCP  bureauc- 
racy’s anti-Soviet  line  meant  that  “the 
danger  of  an  imperialist  alliance  with 
China  against  the  Russians  cannot  be  dis- 
missed" ("Chinese  Menshevism,”  Spar- 
tacist No.  15-16,  April-May  1970).  The 
article  concluded: 

"Trotsky ism... is  now  the  only  tendency 
which  stands  for  communist  unity 
against  imperialism.  The  cliques  run- 
ning the  Soviet  Union  and  China,  each 
committed  to  the  basic  Stalinist  policy 
of  ‘Socialism  in  One  Country’  (one’s 


own  country),  must  be  thrown  out  by 
political  revolution,  and  their  counter- 
revolutionary policies  replaced  by  a firm 
commitment  to  revolutionary  proletarian 
internationalism.” 

The  alliance  was  sealed  with  Richard 
Nixon’s  1972  visit  to  China,  where  he  met 
with  Mao  as  U.S.  bombs  were  raining 
down  on  the  heroic  Vietnamese.  In  1979, 
just  four  years  after  the  victory  of  the 
Vietnamese  Revolution,  China  invaded 
Vietnam,  suffering  a stinging  defeat  at  the 
hands  of  its  battle-tested  fighters.  China’s 
scurrilous  attack,  in  which  it  acted  as  a 
cat’s  paw  for  the  defeated  U.S.  imperial- 
ists, came  in  the  wake  of  Chinese  leader 
Deng  Xiaoping’s  visit  to  the  U.S..  part  of 
his  pursuit  of  foreign  capitalist  investment 
in  China.  His  regime  went  on  to  give  mate- 
rial support  to  the  reactionary  mujahedin 
cutthroats  fighting  against  Soviet  Army 
forces  in  Afghanistan,  one  of  the  many 
ways  that  the  CCP  from  Mao’s  time  on 
contributed  to  the  downfall  of  the  Soviet 
workers  state.  Stalinist  treachery  has 
now  come  full-circle  with  Vietnam’s  rap- 
prochement with  U.S.  imperialism,  today 
as  before  the  main  enemy  of  the  working 
people  of  the  planet. 

Reforge  the  Fourth  International! 

The  ICL,  which  fought  to  the  end  in 
defense  of  the  Soviet  Union  against  capi- 
talist counterrevolution,  uniquely  upholds 
the  Trotskyist  program  in  defending  the 
remaining  deformed  workers  states  as 
part  of  our  fight  for  new  October  Revo- 


lutions. As  Trotsky  made  clear  in  “The 
USSR  in  War”  (September  1939),  for  the 
Fourth  International,  which  was  founded 
a year  earlier,  the  question  of  overthrow- 
ing the  Soviet  bureaucracy  is  “subordinate 
to  the  question  of  preserving  state  prop- 
erty in  the  means  of  production  in  the 
USSR,"  and  preserving  that  state  property 
“is  subordinate  for  us  to  the  question  of 
the  world  proletarian  revolution.” 

The  destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union 
threw  back  proletarian  consciousness, 
although  unevenly,  around  the  world, 
resulting  in  a historically  low  level  of 
identification  with  communism  as  the 
program  for  the  liberation  of  humanity 
from  want,  oppression  and  war.  Yet  the 
very  workings  of  the  capitalist  system 
sow  the  seeds  of  class  and  social  strug- 
gle. glimpses  of  which  are  seen  today 
in  workers  struggles  in  Greece  and  else- 
where against  the  austerity  dictates  of 
the  bankers  and  their  governments. 

What  must  be  done  is  the  forging  of 
proletarian  vanguard  parties  as  sections 
of  a reforged  Fourth  International,  world 
party  of  socialist  revolution.  As  the  ICL’s 
U.S.  section,  the  Spartacist  League’s 
task  is  to  build  a revolutionary  workers 
party  in  the  belly  of  the  imperialist  beast. 
When  the  workers  seize  the  industrial 
wealth  that  is  now  being  squeezed  out  of 
the  working  class  for  the  profits  of  the 
bosses,  we  will  begin  to  build  a planned 
socialist  economy  on  a world  scale.  Then 
some  historical  crimes  can  be  made  right 


and  some  debts  finally  paid — like  tens  of 
billions  of  dollars  to  the  Vietnamese  and 
others  whose  countries  have  been  maimed 
by  American  tanks  and  bombs — and  the 
military  machinery  used  by  the  impe- 
rialists to  defend  their  profits  through 
blood  and  terror  will  be  destroyed  once 
and  for  all.  ■ 
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Egyptian  Presidency  AFP 

Left:  Egyptian  president  Mohamed  Morsi  with  Mohamed  Hussein  Tantawi,  head  of  ruling  Supreme  Council  of  the  Armed  Forces,  Cairo,  June  30.  Right:  Morsi's 
supporters  pray  in  Tahrir  Square  while  awaiting  election  results,  June  22. 


Military  Rulers  Give  Presidency 
to  Muslim  Brotherhood 


In  the  early  weeks  of  2011, 
the  world  watched  extraordinary 
scenes  of  millions  of  Egyptians, 
from  virtually  all  social  classes, 
protesting  throughout  the  coun- 
try, braving  police  assaults  and 
bullets.  Mobilized  under  the  slo- 
gan, “The  people  demand  the  fall 
of  the  regime,"  they  succeeded 
in  driving  out  the  hated  dicta- 
tor, Hosni  Mubarak,  but  the 
result  was  the  military  taking 
power  in  its  own  name.  As  the 
last  year  and  a half  progressed, 
the  euphoria  over  the  "Egyptian 
Revolution”  increasingly  gave 
way  to  the  cold  reality  of  bloody 
military  rule,  greater  economic 
hardship  and  the  ascendance  of 
Islamist  reactionaries:  the  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood  and  the  even 
more  right-wing  Salafists. 

In  mid  June,  Egyptians  were 
faced  with  an  election  that  posed 
a "choice”  between  presiden- 
tial candidates  embodying  the 
two  most  powerful  and  best- 
organized  forces  in  the  country: 

Ahmed  Shafiq,  a former  Air 
Force  commander  and  Mubarak’s 
last  prime  minister,  who  stood  as 
the  military’s  representative,  and 
Mohamed  Morsi  of  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood.  While  many  liber- 
als and  supposed  leftists  com- 
plained that  this  election  was  a 
blow  to  the  "democracy”  estab- 
lished by  the  "Egyptian  Revolu- 
tion," the  outcome  flowed  from  the  poli- 
tics of  national  unity  against  Mubarak 
that  drove  the  protests,  in  which  the  work- 
ing class  never  emerged  as  a factor  in  its 
own  right  but  was  subordinated  to  bour- 
geois political  forces. 

On  June  24.  Morsi  was  declared  the 
winner.  Facing  threats  of  corruption 
charges.  Shafiq  and  most  of  his  family 


“Revolutionary  Socialists” 
in  Bed  with  Islamic  Reaction 


tuttu  uni 


Revolutionary  Socialists  (center, 
with  flag)  in  Tahrir  Square  protest  in 
early  June.  Inset:  RS  statement  of 
May  28  supports  Brotherhood 
candidate,  calling  for  "national  front' 
against  military-backed  Shafiq. 


left  the  country.  Essentially,  the  military 
allowed  the  Brotherhood  to  take  the  presi- 
dency as  a front  for  the  continuing  rule 
of  the  Supreme  Council  of  the  Armed 
Forces  (SCAF).  Anticipating  a Brother- 
hood victory,  the  SCAF  moved  on  the 
eve  of  the  elections  to  further  tighten 
its  bloody  grip  on  society.  It  dissolved 
the  Islamist-dominated  and  essentially 


powerless  parliament  elected  six  months 
ago.  following  a court  ruling  pointing  to 
electoral  “irregularities."  Military  police 
were  granted  the  power  to  arrest  civilians, 
including  striking  workers.  While  a sub- 
sequent court  ruling  overturned  that  and 
other  measures,  the  reality  is  that  the  mil- 
itary was  trying  to  formalize  what  already 
exists:  more  than  10,000  civilians  have 


February  2011. 

Bourgeois  pundits  and  "social- 
ist” leftists  in  Egypt  and  abroad 
freely  throw  around  the  term 
“revolution"  to  describe  last  year’s 
uprising,  with  groups  like  the 
Egyptian  Revolutionary  Social- 
ists (RS)  calling  to  defeat  the 
"counterrevolution"  by  embrac- 
ing the  reactionary  Brotherhood. 
Throughout  the  streets  of  Cairo, 
billboards  and  banners  put  up  by 
various  political  forces,  includ- 
ing the  military,  sing  the  praises 
of  the  "January  25  Revolution." 
Graffiti  hails  the  “martyrs  of  the 
revolution."  the  nearly  1.000  peo- 
ple killed  during  the  uprising  and 
the  many  more  slaughtered  by 
the  military  since. 

But  the  truth  must  be  told: 
this  was  no  revolution.  Thou- 
sands upon  thousands  coura- 
geously took  to  the  streets  of 
Cairo.  Alexandria  and  smaller 
cities,  driven  by  grinding  pov- 
erty and  the  intense  desire  to 
throw  off  dictatorial  rule  and  the 
many-sided  oppression  endemic 
to  Egyptian  capitalism.  But  all 
they  were  offered  by  the  politi- 
cal forces  leading  the  upheaval 
was  another  form  of  capitalist 
class  dictatorship.  While  workers 
have  engaged  in  strikes  and  fac- 
tory sit-ins  over  the  last  decade, 
reaching  a climax  in  2011.  the 
working  class  has  not  entered  the  political 
fray  under  its  own  banner,  fighting  for  its 
own  class  interests. 

In  the  first  round  of  the  presidential  elec- 
tions, much  of  the  working-class  vote  went 
to  Hamdeen  Sabahi,  who  finished  third 
with  nearly  21  percent  of  the  vote.  Sabahi 
garnered  much  support  by  harkening  back 
continued  on  page  10 
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Amid  Ongoing  Anti-Immigrant  Crackdown 


In  2008,  Barack  Obama  rode  into  the 
White  House  backed  by  close  to  70  per- 
cent of  Latino  voters,  with  his  promises 
to  open  a "pathway  to  citizenship”  for  the 
nearly  12  million  undocumented  immi- 
grants in  the  U.S.  greeted  with  chants  of 
"Si,  se  puede!"  But  the  biggest  “pathway” 
opened  was  the  road  out  of  the  country. 
Some  1.2  million  immigrants  have  been 
rounded  up  and  deported  since  Obama 
took  office,  the  highest  rate  of  deporta- 
tion in  more  than  half  a century. 

The  Obama  administration  has  vastly 
expanded  the  Bush-initiated  "Secure  Com- 
munities" program,  which  mandates  that 
local  police  forces  send  the  fingerprints 
of  those  jailed  to  the  Department  of 
Homeland  Security  (DHS)  to  check  their 
immigration  status.  The  overwhelming 
majority  of  people  ensnared  in  this  racist 
dragnet — more  than  90  percent  of  whom 
are  Latino,  and  most  with  no  crimi- 
nal record — are  thrown  into  Immigra- 
tion and  Customs  Enforcement  (I.C.E.) 
detention  dungeons  and  then  run  out  of 
the  country.  In  over  8,000  workplaces 
nationwide,  I.C.E.  "desktop  raids"  involv- 
ing audits  of  employee  Social  Security 
numbers  have  driven  tens  of  thousands  of 
immigrant  workers  from  their  jobs. 

Small  wonder,  then,  that  Obama’s 
“change  you  can  believe  in"  charade  isn’t 
getting  the  mileage  it  did  in  2008  as  this 
year’s  presidential  election  approaches. 
Instead  of  knocking  on  doors  trying  to 
get  out  the  vote  for  the  Democrats.  Latino 
youth  began  occupying  Obama  campaign 
offices  in  early  June.  A sign  on  the  office 
door  in  Oakland  read:  "Closed  Due  to 
Deportations."  Liberal  Democrats  and 
Latino  community  leaders  urged  Obama 
to  make  some  gesture  to  secure  the  Latino 
vote.  On  June  15,  the  president  announced 
a two-year  deportation  "reprieve”  for 
undocumented  immigrants  between  the 
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Left:  Barack  Obama  and  Homeland  Security  chief  Janet  Napolitano  at  El 
Paso  border  facility.  May  2011.  Right:  Undocumented  Guatemalan  immigrants 
are  frisked  at  Arizona  airport  by  I.C.E.  agents  before  deportation,  June  2011. 


No  Deportations! 

Full  Citizenship  Rights 
for  All  Immigrants! 


ages  of  16  and  30  who  have  lived  in  the 
U.S.  for  at  least  five  consecutive  years. 

With  consummate  cynicism  and  the 
usual  dose  of  red-white-and-blue  rheto- 
ric. Obama  intoned  that  these  youth 
“are  Americans  in  their  heart,  in  their 
minds,  in  every  single  way  but  one — on 
paper.”  But  a possible  two-year  work  per- 
mit notwithstanding,  he  made  clear  that 
no  “papers”  were  on  offer,  proclaiming: 
“This  is  not  amnesty.  This  is  not  immu- 
nity. This  is  not  a path  to  citizenship."  To 
even  be  considered,  one  has  to  register  as 
an  "illegal,”  have  no  criminal  record  and 
have  graduated  high  school  or  served  in 
the  military.  Even  then,  there  is  no  guar- 
antee and  no  right  of  appeal  if  rejected. 
But  once  you  register,  the  state  will  have 
the  information  needed  to  track  you 
down  for  possible  deportation. 

“This  is  the  Barack  Obama  we  voted 
for,”  enthused  Illinois  Democratic  Con- 


gressman Luis  Gutierrez.  Indeed,  it  is. 
Running  neck  and  neck  in  the  polls  with 
Republican  candidate  Mitt  Romney, 
Obama  is  trying  to  refurbish  the  less- 
than-threadbare  image  of  the  Democratic 
Party  as  a friend  of  labor,  blacks  and 
immigrants.  This  con  job  has  long  served 
as  a key  prop  in  preserving  the  rule  of 
racist  American  capitalism.  The  purpose 
is  to  sucker  the  working  class  and  minor- 
ities into  believing  that  they  have  a stake 
in  the  electoral  outcome  between  two 
parties  that  equally  represent  a system 
based  on  the  exploitation  of  labor  and 
rooted  in  vicious  racial  oppression. 

In  the  current  contest,  the  Democrats  are 
playing  on  very  real  fears  that  a Republican 
victory  will  unleash  the  dyed-in-the-wool 
racists,  union-busters.  Tea  Party  yahoos, 
women-  and  gay-hating  Christian  fun- 
damentalists and  other  reactionary  luna- 
tics who  populate  the  party  asylum.  But 


while  there  may  be  a difference  in  what 
they  say  and  how  they  say  it.  any  policy 
differences  between  the  Republicans 
and  Democrats  boil  down  to  how  best 
to  enforce  the  rule  of  U.S.  imperialist 
capitalism.  In  fact,  under  Obama’s  watch 
the  rate  of  immigration  into  the  U.S.  has 
fallen  sharply.  As  the  Pew  Research  Cen- 
ter reported  in  April,  this  drop-off  is  due 
not  only  to  the  ongoing  economic  cri- 
sis. which  has  dried  up  jobs,  but  also  to 
“heightened  border  enforcement,  a rise  in 
deportations,  the  growing  dangers  asso- 
ciated with  illegal  border  crossings"  and 
conditions  in  Mexico. 

Fanning  the  flames  for  a racist  witch- 
hunt, Republican  state  governments  from 
Arizona  to  Mississippi  and  Alabama 
have  enacted  laws  empowering  cops  to 
question  and  detain  anyone  suspected  of 
being  “foreign"  and  forcing  schools  to 
track  the  immigration  status  of  students. 
While  the  Obama  administration  sancti- 
moniously intones  that  the  U.S.  is  a coun- 
try of  immigrants,  the  suit  brought  by  the 
Justice  Department  against  Arizona’s 
SB  1070  statute  was  based  not  on  uphold- 
ing basic  democratic  rights  but  rather  on 
the  primacy  of  federal  over  state  law  in 
policing  immigration.  In  ruling  on  this 
suit  ten  days  after  Obama’s  "reprieve” 
announcement,  the  Supreme  Court  struck 
down  several  provisions  of  SB  1070  but 
upheld  its  central  apartheid-style  man- 
date that  local  and  state  police  determine 
the  status  of  anyone  they  think  might  be 
an  "illegal"  immigrant. 

While  Obama  pontificated  that  "no 
continued  on  page  10 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 


The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization  which  champions  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest 
of  the  whole  of  the  working  people.  This  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the  Spartacist  League 


Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 


July  2 marked  30  years  since  a nearly 
all-white  jury  declared  class-war  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  guilty  in  the  kill- 
ing of  Philadelphia  police  officer  Dan- 
iel Faulkner  on  9 December  1981.  One 
day  later,  on  the  eve  of  the  4th  of  July, 
the  jurors  sentenced  Mumia  to  death, 
based  explicitly  on  his  political  views  and 
activities  as  a champion  of  black  freedom 
and  an  eloquent  voice  for  the  oppressed. 
Beginning  in  the  late  1960s,  Mumia  was 
targeted  by  the  police  as  a Black  Panther 
leader  and  later  as  a MOVE  supporter  and 
journalist  renowned  for  his  searing  expo- 
ses of  cop  brutality  and  racist  oppression. 

For  three  decades,  police,  prosecutors 
and  government  officials  of  both  the  Dem- 
ocratic and  Republican  parties  screamed 
for  the  head  of  this  innocent  man.  That 


effort  finally  ran  aground  on  7 Decem- 
ber 201 1 when  Philadelphia  district  attor- 
ney Seth  Williams  announced  that  he 
would  not  pursue  the  death  sentence  for 
Mumia.  This  announcement  came  in  the 
wake  of  a U.S.  Supreme  Court  decision 
last  October  rejecting  the  D.A.'s  petition 
to  reinstate  the  death  sentence,  which 
was  overturned  in  2001  (see  “Drive  to 
Execute  Mumia  Halted,"  WV  No.  993,  6 
January).  Mumia  is  now  left  to  languish 
in  prison  without  possibility  of  parole. 
Finally  removed  from  death  row.  Mumia 
was  transferred  to  Mahanoy  prison  in 
Frackville,  Pennsylvania,  where  he  was 
vindictively  thrown  into  solitary  for  seven 
weeks  before  finally  being  released  into 
the  general  prison  population  at  the  end 
of  January. 


TROTSKY 


Lockouts  and  the  Class  Struggle 

With  the  U.S.  economy  continuing  to  falter 
and  the  labor  movement  in  an  extended  retreat, 
lockouts  have  increasingly  been  used  by  the 
capitalists  in  their  drive  to  wrest  ever-greater 
concessions  from  the  unions,  or  destroy  them 
altogether.  V.  1.  Lenin,  writing  in  a period  of 
intense  strikes  in  Russia  on  the  eve  of  World 
War  l,  discussed  workers ' resistance  to  lock- 
outs. Despite  the  different  contexts,  the  role 
of  Marxists  in  advancing  the  class  conscious- 
ness of  the  proletariat  remains  unchanged. 


LENIN 


Lockouts,  i.e.,  the  mass  discharge  of  workers  by  common  agreement  among  employ- 
ers, is  as  necessary  and  inevitable  a phenomenon  in  capitalist  society  as  strikes  are. 
Capital,  which  throws  the  whole  of  its  crushing  weight  upon  the  ruined  small  producers 
and  the  proletariat,  constantly  threatens  to  force  the  conditions  of  the  workers  down  to 
starvation  level  and  condemn  them  to  death  from  starvation.  And  in  all  countries  there 
have  been  cases,  even  whole  periods  in  the  life  of  nations,  when  the  failure  of  the  work- 
ers to  fight  back  has  led  to  their  being  reduced  to  incredible  poverty  and  all  the  horrors 
of  starvation. 

The  workers’  resistance  springs  from  their  very  conditions  of  life — the  sale  of 
labour-power.  Only  as  a result  of  this  resistance,  despite  the  tremendous  sacrifices  the 
workers  have  to  make  in  the  struggle,  are  they  able  to  maintain  anything  like  a toler- 
able standard  of  living.  But  capital  is  becoming  more  and  more  concentrated,  manu- 
facturers' associations  are  growing,  the  number  of  destitute  and  unemployed  people 
is  increasing,  and  so  also  is  want  among  the  proletariat:  consequently,  it  is  becoming 
harder  than  ever  to  fight  for  a decent  standard  of  living.  The  cost  of  living,  which  has 
been  rising  rapidly  in  recent  years,  often  nullifies  all  the  workers’  efforts. 

By  drawing  larger  and  larger  masses  of  the  proletariat  into  the  organised  struggle, 
the  workers'  organisations,  and  first  and  foremost  the  trade  unions,  make  the  workers' 
resistance  more  planned  and  systematic.  With  the  existence  of  mass  trade  unions  of 
different  types,  strikes  become  more  stubborn:  they  occur  less  often,  but  each  conflict 
is  of  bigger  dimensions. 

Lockouts  are  caused  by  a sharpening  of  the  struggle,  and  in  their  turn,  sharpen  that 
struggle.  Rallying  in  the  struggle  and  developing  its  class-consciousness,  its  organisa- 
tion and  experience  in  that  struggle,  the  proletariat  becomes  more  and  more  firmly 
convinced  that  the  complete  economic  reconstruction  of  capitalist  society  is  essential. 

Marxist  tactics  consist  in  combining  the  different  forms  of  struggle,  in  the  skilful 
transition  from  one  form  to  another,  in  steadily  enhancing  the  consciousness  of  the 
masses  and  extending  the  area  of  their  collective  actions,  each  of  which,  taken  sepa- 
rately, may  be  aggressive  or  defensive,  and  all  of  which,  taken  together,  lead  to  a more 
intense  and  decisive  conflict. 


— V.  I.  Lenin,  "Forms  of  the  Working-Class  Movement 
(The  Lockout  and  Marxist  Tactics)"  (April  1914) 
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Mumia's  conviction  and  death  sentence 
were  the  result  of  a political  and  racist 
frame-up.  Cops,  prosecutors  and  “hanging 
judge"  Albert  Sabo  ripped  to  shreds  every 
single  one  of  Mumia’s  trial  rights — from 
the  right  to  an  attorney  of  his  choice  to  the 
right  to  even  be  present  in  the  courtroom 
where  his  life  and  freedom  hung  in  the 
balance.  Black  people  were  summarily 
excluded  from  the  jury.  Witnesses  were 
terrorized  by  the  cops.  Exculpatory  evi- 
dence was  concealed  from  the  defense. 
Court  after  court  refused  to  even  con- 
sider the  mountains  of  evidence  proving 
Mumia’s  innocence,  including  the  confes- 
sion of  the  actual  killer.  In  this,  the  courts 
are  joined  not  only  by  the  right-wing  tab- 
loids but  also  by  anti-death  penalty  liber- 
als like  those  at  the  New  York  Times  and 
Philadelphia  Inquirer  who  are  hopeful 
that  Mumia  will  now  be  a forgotten  man 
left  to  rot  in  prison  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 

During  the  decades  of  his  unjust  impris- 
onment, Mumia  has  remained  unbowed, 
speaking  out  for  the  oppressed  and  the 
impoverished  through  his  death  row 
commentaries  (which  can  be  heard  on 
prisonradio.org).  Mumia  has  published 
a number  of  books,  including  collections 
of  his  commentaries  and  essays  in  Live 
From  Death  Row,  Death  Blossoms  and  All 
Things  Censored,  the  autobiographical  We 
Want  Freedom:  A Life  in  the  Black  Pan- 
ther Party  and  Jailhouse  Lawyers:  Pris- 
oners Defending  Prisoners  vs.  the  U.S. A. 

On  July  9,  PDC  representatives  visited 
Mumia.  Dating  back  to  1987,  our  comrades 
have  visited  him  on  many  occasions,  first 
at  Huntingdon  prison  and  later  at  SCI 
Greene  in  Waynesburg,  Pennsylvania.  In 
those  previous  visits,  Mumia  was  sepa- 
rated by  a thick  wall  of  Plexiglas,  and  until 
a couple  of  years  ago  his  hands  were  mana- 
cled. Mumia’s  life  on  death  row  also  meant 
that  he  was  confined  in  an  eight-by-twelve- 
foot  cell  almost  24  hours  a day.  with  severe 
restrictions,  including  on  phone  calls. 

With  the  restraints  of  death  row  finally 


WV  Photo 

Mumia  at  Pennsylvania’s  Mahanoy 
prison  in  July. 


lifted,  Mumia  is  allowed  six  hours  a day 
outdoors  and  is  getting  all  the  exercise  and 
soaking  up  all  the  sun  that  he  can.  Mumia 
told  how  a number  of  fellow  inmates  had 
read  his  books  and  expressed  their  solidar- 
ity. He  has  been  able  to  reacquaint  himself 
with  MOVE  comrade  Eddie  Africa,  also 
imprisoned  at  Mahanoy.  For  the  first  time. 
Mumia  and  our  comrades  could  embrace, 
sit  side  by  side  and  even  break  bread 
together  (or  at  least  the  stale  fare  from 
the  overpriced  vending  machines).  At  one 
point,  a woman  visiting  another  inmate 
came  over  to  hug  Mumia  and  tell  how  she 
has  followed  his  case  for  30  years.  Noticing 
one  particularly  playful  little  girl,  Mumia — 
who  for  decades  could  not  touch  his  wife  or 
bounce  his  children  or  grandchildren  on  his 
knee — expressed  how  much  he  appreciated 
being  able  to  actually  see  children. 

Compared  to  the  death  row  conditions 
under  which  Mumia  lived  for  30  years,  the 
more  ordinary  hell  of  America’s  prisons  is 
an  improvement.  But  it  is  a crime  that  this 
innocent  man  has  spent  even  a day  behind 
bars.  We  remain  dedicated  to  searing  the 
cause  of  Mumia’s  fight  for  freedom  into 
the  consciousness  of  the  working  class, 
radical  youth  and  opponents  of  black 
oppression.  Free  Mumia  now!  ■ 


Carlos  Montes  Saddled 
with  Probation 


The  court  case  against  Chicano  activ- 
ist Carlos  Montes  ended  on  June  5 in  Los 
Angeles  when  Montes  pleaded  "no  con- 
test" to  one  count  of  perjury  in  exchange 
for  the  local  district  attorney  dropping 
the  three  remaining  felonies  against  him. 
Although  Montes  will  receive  no  prison 
time,  he  now  must  serve  three  years  of 
formal  probation,  which  will  keep  him 
under  the  thumb  of  the  capitalist  state, 
and  180  hours  of  community  service.  He 
also  is  prohibited  from  possessing  any 
weapons.  Montes  was  originally  charged 
with  six  felonies,  two  of  which  were 
dropped  on  March  27,  and  faced  up  to  18 
years  in  jail. 

A leftist  political  activist  for  40-plus 
years,  Montes  is  a supporter  of  the 
reformist  Freedom  Road  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (FRSO)  and  writes  for  its  news- 
paper, Fight  Back!  He  was  one  of  the 
victims  in  an  FBI  frame-up  of  24  left- 
ists. antiwar  organizers  and  union  activ- 
ists. Beginning  in  September  2010,  the 
FBI  raided  homes  and  offices,  mainly  in 
the  Midwest,  as  part  of  an  "anti-terror" 
witchhunt  (see  "Protest  FBI  Raids  on 
Leftists,  Union  Activists!”  WV  No.  966.  8 
October  2010).  Early  on  17  May  2011,  the 
FBI  and  an  L.A.  Sheriff’s  SWAT  team 
broke  down  Montes’  door  and.  with  auto- 


matic assault  rifles  leveled,  ransacked  his 
home,  seizing  his  notes  and  papers. 

The  agents  arrested  Montes  under  reac- 
tionary gun  control  laws,  claiming  that  he 
had  violated  a firearms  code  because  he 
supposedly  had  a felony  on  his  record  and 
therefore  was  prohibited  from  owning  a 
gun.  However,  as  the  Committee  to  Stop 
FBI  Repression  pointed  out,  "according 
to  a recent  court  document,  this  charge 
was  sentenced  as  a misdemeanor.  The 
prosecution  is  basing  its  case  on  this 
42-year-old  misdemeanor,  disguising  it 
as  a bogus  felony”  (fightbacknews.org. 
25  March).  That  misdemeanor  stems  from 
a 1969  student  strike  for  black,  Chicano 
and  women's  studies  at  East  L.A.  College 
during  which  police  beat  and  arrested 
protesters.  On  his  way  home.  Montes  was 
arrested  and  accused  of  assaulting  a sher- 
iff’s deputy — with  an  empty  soda  can! 

While  we  certainly  welcome  the  fact 
that  Montes  will  not  be  imprisoned,  the 
onerous  penalties  that  he  has  been  saddled 
with  are  not  a "victory  against  repression" 
as  the  FRSO’s  Web  site  trumpeted.  In 
fact,  what  transpired  is  the  normal  work- 
ings of  the  American  "injustice"  sys- 
tem— bogus  felony  charges  threatening 
decades  in  prison  are  routinely  leveled  in 
continued  on  facing  page 
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Cuomo,  Con  Ed 
Strong-Arm  Union 
into  Concessions 
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July  17:  Locked-out  Con  Ed  workers  and  union  supporters  march  to  Union 
Square,  New  York  City. 


On  July  26,  citing  a forecast  of  severe 
weather  for  New  York  City,  Democratic 
governor  Andrew  Cuomo  intervened  to 
end  Consolidated  Edison’s  26-day  lockout 
of  the  8,500  members  of  Utility  Workers 
Union  of  America  (UWUA)  Local  1-2. 
Within  hours  of  his  announcement  that 
3.000  union  workers  would  be  back  on 
the  job  for  the  anticipated  storm,  Cuomo 
emerged  with  Local  1-2  president  Harry 
Farrell  and  Con  Ed  CEO  Kevin  Burke, 
a tentative  contract  in  hand.  The  union 
leadership  had  pressed  forCuomo's  inter- 
vention, and  Farrell  heaped  praise  on  and 
even  hugged  the  governor  for  stepping 
in.  Initial  reports  indicate  that  the  deal, 
which  union  members  still  have  to  vote 
on.  guts  the  pension  for  new  hires  and 
includes  other  givebacks. 

The  lockout,  a brazen  attack  on  labor, 
came  amid  all-sided  assaults  by  capital 
against  the  unions,  including  attempts  in 
various  states  to  outlaw  collective  bargain- 
ing. If  Local  1-2  had  gone  out  on  strike, 
instead  of  being  locked  out,  the  reaction 
from  the  city  rulers  and  bosses’  state 
would  have  been  furious  and  immediate: 
a hysterical  outcry,  anti-picket  injunctions 
and  the  dispatch  of  squads  of  cops  to  Con 
Ed  locations. 

When  the  company  threw  down  the 
gauntlet  to  the  union,  the  bureaucrats 
responded  not  by  mobilizing  labor’s  social 
power  but  rather  by  reaching  out  to  capi- 
talist Democratic  Party  politicians  and 
government  agencies,  such  as  the  Public 
Service  Commission.  As  a result.  Con 
Ed  basically  got  what  it  wanted  out  of 
the  lockout,  namely  further  squeezing  its 
workers  to  enhance  its  already  enormous 
profit.  Chief  among  the  lessons  to  draw 
from  the  lockout  is  that  if  the  working  class 
is  to  struggle  in  its  own  interests  it  must 
be  mobilized  independently  of  the  politi- 
cal parties  and  agencies  of  the  class  enemy. 

The  locked-out  workers  received  wide- 
spread sympathy  from  other  unions  and 
wide  swaths  of  the  city.  Con  Ed  is  widely 
despised.  A 2011  A ARP  study  identified 
the  company  as  a chief  culprit  among  util- 
ities who  routinely  cut  off  gas  and  electric 
service  to  poor  and  elderly  customers — 
disproportionately  black  and  Latino — 
who  can’t  pay  their  bills.  In  locking  out 
the  highly  skilled  and  safety-conscious 
UWUA  workers  amid  a deadly  summer 
heat  wave,  the  arrogant  utility  exposed 
the  sick,  the  elderly  and  young  children 
to  possible  heat  stroke  and  death. 

Delegations  from  other  unions  repeat- 
edly visited  the  pickets  at  Con  Ed’s  Irving 
Place  headquarters,  and  a New  York  State 
AFL-CIO-sponsored  rally  drew  4-5,000 
people  with  official  union  contingents  of 
transit,  phone,  health  care,  construction, 
electrical  and  government  unions  as  well 
as  groups  of  teachers  and  Teamsters.  But 
the  potential  for  some  real  labor  solidar- 
ity— reinforcing  the  picket  lines  to  stop 
scabs  from  working — was  squandered. 

Many  workers  expressed  a determina- 
tion to  fight.  At  the  Bensonhurst  substa- 
tion, where  a picket  line  was  set  up  to  block 


order  to  coerce  plea  agreements  to  lesser 
charges.  In  the  same  posting,  the  FRSO 
touted  its  petition  campaign  calling  on 
Barack  Obama,  Commander-in-Chief  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  and  his  top  cop  Attor- 
ney General  Eric  Holder  to  “Stop  the  FBI 
campaign  of  repression  against  Chicano, 
immigrant  rights,  anti-war  and  interna- 
tional solidarity  activists  now!”  But  the 
very  business  of  the  FBI  is  repression,  and 
it  is  Obama  and  Holder  who — in  uphold- 
ing the  interests  of  the  racist  capitalist 
ruling  class — unleash  such  agents  of  state 
terror  against  workers  and  the  oppressed. 

During  the  2008  elections,  the  FRSO 
pushed  the  dangerous  myth  that  the  elec- 
tion of  Obama  would  reverse  the  worst 
policies  of  George  W.  Bush.  But  Obama’s 
intent  always  was  to  wage  a more  effec- 
tive “war  on  terror,”  and  he  has  since 
implemented  repressive  measures  that  go 
well  beyond  what  Bush  accomplished.  So- 
called  socialists  who  seek  to  pressure  the 
capitalist  Democratic  Party  to  “do  right” 
are  an  obstacle  to  mobilizing  the  working 
class  and  the  oppressed  in  defense  of  their 
own  interests.  ■ 


delivery  of  a transformer,  one  picketer  told 
WV,  “I’ve  worked  here  30  years  and  they 
want  to  take  my  pension  away?  I’m  not 
going  down  that  easily.”  A number  of  union 
members  voiced  anger  at  the  company  and 
at  Burke,  who  rakes  in  $1 1 million  in  salary 
annually.  One  meter  reader,  a single  mother 
who  brought  her  child  to  the  picket,  ada- 
mantly stated  of  the  company:  “You  have 
three  billion  in  your  pocket.  Why  can’t 
you  pay  me?”  But  at  Bensonhurst  and  else- 
where throughout  the  system,  the  union 


On  “White 

27  July  2012 

Dear  comrades. 

Our  YSp  polemic,  “Freedom  Road 
Socialist  Organization:  Democrats’  Loyal 
Maoists,”  ( WV  No.  1004,  8 June)  appar- 
ently hit  its  mark.  Thus,  we  find  FRSO’s 
Eric  Odell  taking  to  cyberspace  with  gems 
like  this  from  a 14  June  posting:  “I  don’t 
think  it’s  correct  to  say  that  FRSO  ‘in 
the  main’  supported  Obama.  I think  the 
majority  of  individuals  on  the  National 
Executive  Committee  at  the  time  did,  but 
within  the  organization  as  a whole  people 
were  all  over  the  place  on  the  question.” 
(Odell,  of  course,  as  he  states  in  a later 
posting,  is  a member  of  that  august  body, 
the  FRSO  NEC.) 

However,  we  made  a sloppy  formu- 
lation in  the  piece,  i.e.,  “A  particularly 
repellent  contribution  to  anti-Marxist 
‘theory’  by  the  Avakian  RCP  as  well 
as  PUL  [Proletarian  Unity  League]  was 
the  notion  that  white  working  people 
and  their  bosses  are  somehow  united  in 
‘white  privilege’.”  The  forerunners  of  the 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party  (RCP) 
certainly  associated  themselves  with  the 
wing  of  Students  for  a Democratic  Soci- 
ety (SDS)  that  embraced  “white-skin 
privilege”  and  the  RCP  still  sometimes 
trots  out  that  same  anti-proletarian  posi- 
tion. But  it  did  not  consistently  ply  this 
line,  nor  did  Avakian  originate  it. 

"White-skin  privilege”  was  particu- 
larly associated  with  Noel  Ignatin  (now 
known  as  Ignatiev).  Ignatin  and  Ted  Allen’s 


tops  kept  the  actions  of  pickets  confined 
to  what  was  considered  acceptable  to  the 
bourgeois  politicians  and  government  offi- 
cials they  were  courting. 

The  picket  line  is  a physical  expression 
of  the  class  line  between  workers  and 
bosses  and  a crucial  weapon  in  the  class 
struggle.  But  over  the  years  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy,  which  pledges  its  alle- 
giance to  U.S.  capitalism  and  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  has  done  its  level  best  to 
eviscerate  the  understanding  that  pickets 


pamphlet  White  Blindspot  & Can  White 
Workers  Radicals  be  Radicalized?  (1969) 
includes  a polemic  against  Progressive 
Labor  Party  (PL),  which  would  become 
the  principal  factional  rival  of  the  New 
Left  Maoist  wing  of  SDS  known  as 
RYM.  Our  own  origin  as  a youth  organ- 
ization was  in  the  1969  SDS  split,  when 
the  SL  critically  supported  the  PL  wing 
as  a subjectively  pro-working-class  ten- 
dency to  the  left  of  the  likes  of  Ava- 
kian, while  forming  our  own  Trotskyist 
oppositional  caucus  within  this  wing  of 
SDS  (see  our  pamphlet  Youth,  Class  and 
Party  [1974]). 

However,  Avakian  & Co.  were  surely 
not  applying  “white-skin  privilege,”  but 
rather  a type  of  “Jim  Crow  Maoism,”  when 
they  blocked  with  rampaging  white  racists 
on  the  streets  of  Boston  in  1974  against 
school  busing  to  achieve  minimal  integra- 
tion, infamously  headlining  their  newspa- 
per: “People  Must  Unite  to  Smash  Boston 
Busing  Plan.”  Small  wonder  that  during 
the  1970s,  one  can  find  them  polemiciz- 
ing  against  “white-skin  privilege.” 

At  bottom,  the  political  line  of  the 
American  right-wing  Maoists  in  the  late 
1960s,  following  Frantz  Fanon,  was  that 
the  working  class  in  advanced  capitalist 
countries  was  “bought  off’  by  the  spoils 
of  imperialism  and  hence  one  could  look 
only  to  the  Third  World  masses  for  any 
revolutionary  potential.  This  outlook 
changed  somewhat  after  the  May  1968 
general  strike  in  France.  When  the  Ava- 


are  military  formations  to  stop  production 
and  shut  down  plants.  "Picket  lines  mean 
don’t  cross”  is  one  of  the  traditions  that 
helped  build  the  CIO  industrial  unions 
in  this  country.  Local  1-2,  which  unites 
electric,  gas  and  steam  plant  workers  with 
clerical  workers,  traces  its  roots  back  to  a 
CIO  organizing  committee  in  1938. 

At  Con  Ed,  the  UWUA  tops  rein- 
force the  false  notion  that  workers  and 
bosses  together  constitute  a "family.” 
The  retirees,  local  contractors  and  others 
brought  in  from  Alabama  and  Virginia 
to  work  during  the  lockout  were  readily 
denounced  as  strikebreakers  by  picketers. 
But  many  union  members  were  reluctant 
to  characterize  the  5,000  managers  as  the 
scabs  that  they  are.  The  fact  is,  whether  a 
manager  was  hired  straight  out  of  college 
or  worked  his  way  up  through  the  ranks 
and  can  still  splice  cable  does  not  alter  the 
reality  that  he  now  stands  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  class  line. 

Throughout  the  lockout,  utility  workers 
were  suspicious  that  Cuomo  was  in  the 
pocket  of  Con  Ed.  Not  only  does  the  gov- 
ernor have  close  ties  to  its  Board  of  Direc- 
tors, but  it  also  came  to  light  that  Con  Ed 
had  earlier  contributed  $250,000  to  the 
Committee  to  Save  New  York,  an  anti- 
labor lash-up  of  Cuomo  supporters.  But 
almost  uniformly,  workers  praised  Cuo- 
mo’s  predecessor,  David  Paterson,  who 
brokered  the  2008  settlement  between 
Con  Ed  and  the  union.  Then  as  now,  the 
main  issue  was  the  company’s  attempt 
to  replace  the  pension  with  a 401(k)-like 
plan.  But  in  2008  Con  Ed  dropped  the 
proposal  to  avoid  a possible  strike.  That 
hardly  makes  Paterson  a friend  of  labor. 
Indeed,  he  went  on  at  the  end  of  his  term 
to  cut  the  jobs  and  pensions  of  state  work- 
ers, coerce  unions  into  renegotiating  con- 
tracts and  foregoing  pay  raises,  slash  state 
services  and  jack  up  SUNY  and  CUNY 
tuition. 

The  Democratic  Party  is  a party  that 
represents  the  interests  of  the  capital- 
ist ruling  class,  which  owns  Con  Ed  and 
everything  else  worth  having  in  this  coun- 
try. The  working  class  needs  to  fight  for  a 
party  of  its  own,  one  dedicated  to  elimi- 
nating capitalist  rule  and  replacing  it  with 
a workers  government.  That  government 
would  replace  capitalist  production  for 
private  profit  with  socialized  production 
for  the  benefit  of  society  as  a whole.  ■ 

Letter 


kian  group  made  its  turn  to  tailing  the 
working  class,  it  adapted  to  the  most 
backward  consciousness — e.g.,  through 
its  grotesque  line  on  Boston  busing. 

As  for  the  FRSO,  what  we  wrote  about 
their  embrace  of  this  guilty  white  liberal- 
ism is  utterly  correct.  Maybe  those  FRSO 
cadres  who  originated  from  the  RCP  are 
still  doing  penance  for  the  Boston  busing 
line.  In  any  event,  their  “white  privilege” 
line  today  has  more  to  do  with  quasi- 
religious moralizing  than  with  a Marxist 
program  for  the  liberation  of  the  black 
masses  as  a strategic  component  of  a 
third,  socialist,  American  revolution. 

The  Avakianites,  as  we  noted  in  our 
article,  "Behind  the  Split  in  the  RCP,  Part 
2”  (WV  No.  199,  31  March  1978)  have 
had  two,  three,  many  lines  on  the  black 
question,  all  of  them  wrong: 

“In  fact,  so  long  as  the  black  national- 
ists were  willing  to  play  footsie  with  the 
RU  in  high-level  negotiations,  Avakian’s 
line  had  little  to  distinguish  it  from  that 
later  dubbed  ‘Bundism.’  Though  polemi- 
cizing  against  the  ’white  skin  privilege’ 
line  so  popular  in  SDS,  the  RU/RCP 
has  been  all  over  the  map  on  the  black 
question — sometimes  sympathetic  to  the 
’black  belt’  theory,  sometimes  terming 
U.S.  blacks  a ‘nation  of  a new  type,’  and 
sometimes  (as  in  the  RCP  Programme) 
avoiding  the  question  altogether.’’ 

Thus,  our  polemic  against  the  FRSO  un- 
wittingly gave  Avakian  too  much  credit  for 
originality  and  for  having  any  consistency. 

Yours  for  new  Octobers, 
B.  Brodie 
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South  Africa: 


Populist  Demagogue  Malema 


The  following  article  is  adapted 
from  Spartacist  South  Africa  No.  8 
(Winter  2012),  newspaper  of  Sparta- 
cist/South  Africa,  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League. 

In  late  February,  at  the  tail  end 
of  a bitter,  monthlong  wildcat  strike 
by  mineworkers  at  Impala  Platinum 
(Implats)  in  Rustenburg,  tens  of  thou- 
sands waited  in  the  blistering  late- 
summer  sun  to  hear  Julius  Malema 
speak.  The  arrival  of  Malema  and  his 
entourage  in  a convoy  of  BMWs  and 
Range  Rovers  was  greeted  with  cheers 
of  “Juju!  Juju!  Juju!'*  [his  nickname] 
from  the  crowd  of  workers  and  oth- 
ers from  the  impoverished  Freedom 
Park  township.  One  striking  worker 
expressed  the  illusions  many  have  in 
Malema:  “This  guy  knows  the  story — 
he  isn’t  afraid  to  tell  the  truth....  I 
believe  he  will  help  us.  Because  he 
cares."  Malema  played  to  the  crowd’s 
deep-seated  hatred  of  the  bloodsuck- 
ing Implats  bosses,  declaring.  “These 
are  our  mines  and  we  must  fight  until 
we  benefit  from  these  mines." 

But  the  real  point  of  Malema’s  visit 
to  the  Rustenburg  mineworkers  was 
shown  by  his  appeal  to  them  to  sub- 
mit to  the  leadership  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM)  bu- 
reaucrats who  had  stabbed  them  in 
the  back,  stay  loyal  to  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  African  National  Congress 
(ANC)  and  the  ruling  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance, and  get  back  to  work:  “Workers 
must  be  prepared  to  negotiate  and  the 
employer  must  also  talk.  It’s  give  and 
take,  comrades — you  can’t  demand 
and  do  nothing."  Indeed,  later  that  day 
an  ANC-brokered  meeting  between 
strike  leaders,  NUM  officials,  and 
Implats  management  sealed  the  end 
of  the  strike  without  the  workers’ 
central  demands  being  met. 

A week  later,  similar  scenes  played 
out  at  a rally  in  Johannesburg  for  the 
7 March  Congress  of  South  African  Trade 
Unions  (COSATU)  general  strike  pro- 
testing against  labour  broking  and  the 
introductions  of  highway  tolls.  After  the 
COSATU  leaders  conceded  to  the  work- 
ers’ demands  to  hear  Malema,  he  appeared 
and  told  them,  “You  are  the  ANC  as  am 
I.  We  will  die  the  ANC!”  Malema  was  the 
most  popular  speaker  at  this  trade-union 
rally,  overshadowing  COSATU  general 
secretary  Zwelinzima  Vavi. 

Malema’s  appearance  on  7 March  also 
highlighted  the  fractures  within  the  larg- 
est trade-union  federation,  with  COSATU 
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Johannesburg,  30  August  2011:  Supporters  of  bourgeois-nationalist  ANC  Youth 
League  leader  Julius  Malema  demonstrate  outside  party  headquarters  against  disci- 
plinary hearings. 


Break  with  the  Bourgeois  Tripartite  Alliance! 

Forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party  to  Fight  for 
a Black-Centered  Workers  Government! 


president  Sdumo  Dlamini  complain- 
ing bitterly  about  Malema  receiving  a 
platform  to  address  the  general  strike. 
(Dlamini  is  a close  ally  of  Jacob  Zuma, 
who  Malema  has  been  campaigning  to 
remove  as  president  of  the  ANC  and  the 
country.)  The  COSATU  bureaucracy,  as 
a component  part  of  the  ruling  bourgeois 
Tripartite  Alliance  together  with  the  ANC 
and  the  reformist.  Stalinist-derived  South 
African  Communist  Party  (SACP).  is 
being  wracked  by  the  succession  battle 
currently  raging  in  the  ANC  ahead  of  its 
next  elective  conference,  which  will  be 
held  at  the  end  of  the  year  in  Mangaung, 
in  Free  State  province. 

Malema — who  has  now  been  expelled 


Striking  workers  at  Impala  Platinum’s  Rustenburg  mines,  February  16. 


Getty 


from  the  ANC  as  a result  of  disciplinary 
charges  for  sowing  divisions  and  bring- 
ing the  party  into  disrepute,  and  has  been 
removed  as  president  of  the  ANC  Youth 
League  (ANCYL) — has  been  by  far  the 
most  outspoken  representative  of  the 
anti-Zuma  faction  in  the  ANC.  There  are 
also  many  others — including  top-ranking 
ANC  leaders — working  semi-covertly  to 
oust  Zuma  (to  manage  the  divisions,  open 
campaigning  has  been  suppressed  by  the 
official  ANC  leadership).  With  control 
over  the  access  to  considerable  amounts 
of  government  largesse  and  business  con- 
nections at  stake,  the  plotting  and  back- 
stabbing  is  only  going  to  increase.  Things 
could  get  hectic:  In  April,  a statement  by 
the  veterans’  organisation  of  Umkhonto 
we  Sizwe  [the  former  military  wing  of  the 
ANC]  in  KwaZulu-Natal,  which  is  in  the 
pro-Zuma  camp,  responded  to  Malema’s 
denunciation  of  Zuma  as  a “dictator"  by 
threatening  that  such  acts  would  have  been 
dealt  with  by  a firing  squad  in  the  days  of 
the  anti-apartheid  struggle! 

The  working  class  has  absolutely  no 
interest  in  supporting  either  side  in  the 
squalid  ANC  succession  battle.  There  is 
now  widespread  working-class  anger  at 
Zuma  and  his  allies,  who  have  essentially 
continued  the  same  anti-working-class, 
neoliberal  policies  of  Zuma’s  predeces- 
sor, Thabo  Mbeki,  since  taking  over 
from  him.  The  bitter  divisions  which  are 
now  ravaging  the  ANC  and  the  Alliance 
reflect,  in  a distorted  way,  the  contradic- 
tions and  massive  anger  at  the  base  of 
society  caused  by  the  frustrated  aspira- 
tions for  genuine  liberation  which  were 
not — and  could  not  be — met  as  long  as 
the  system  of  neo-apartheid  capitalism 


remains.  Malema  takes  advantage 
of  this  genuine  anger  with  populist 
demagogy.  But  if  the  disillusionment 
and  anger  with  Zuma  among  the 
workers  and  poor  masses  is  simply 
channeled  into  support  for  another 
variant  of  bourgeois  nationalism  like 
that  peddled  by  Malema,  the  demor- 
alisation and  defeats  will  only  con- 
tinue. The  populist  Malema — not  to 
mention  the  other  anti-Zuma  forces 
in  the  ANC — is  no  less  than  Zuma  a 
political  representative  of  the  capital- 
ist exploiters  who  will  stop  at  nothing 
to  maintain  wage  slavery.  All  fac- 
tions in  the  ANC  are  class  enemies 
of  workers  liberation. 

What’s  desperately  needed  is  a 
revolutionary  proletarian  perspective. 
independent  of  and  in  opposition  to 
both  ANC  factions  and  all  forms  of 
bourgeois  nationalism.  This  means 
breaking  the  bourgeois  Tripartite 
Alliance  along  class  lines  and  forg- 
ing a genuinely  communist,  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party  capable  of 
providing  the  revolutionary  leader- 
ship needed  for  the  workers  to  sweep 
away  this  racist  capitalist  system  and 
replace  it  with  a black-centred  workers 
government  which  can  begin  to  build 
a decent,  humane  society  on  a social- 
ist basis.  Trotsky’s  theory  of  perma- 
nent revolution  provides  the  answer 
to  the  dead  end  of  nationalism  and 
its  reformist  hangers-on.  An  impor- 
tant task  in  breaking  pro-communist 
militants  of  the  SACP  and  COSATU 
ranks  from  the  reformism  pushed  by 
their  leaders  and  cohering  the  nucleus 
of  such  a Leninist-Trotskyist  party  is 
to  politically  combat  and  defeat  the 
populist-nationalist  false  conscious- 
ness which  bourgeois  demagogues 
like  Malema  are  able  to  exploit  to 
gain  a hearing  among  the  workers. 

SACP/COSATU  Betrayals  Pave 
Way  for  Populist  Demagogue 

The  fact  that  someone  like  Malema  can 
be  seen  by  many  workers  as  the  best  repre- 
sentative of  their  interests  is  in  many  ways 
just  obscene.  Here  is  someone  who  loves 
to  flaunt  his  expensive  Breitling  watches, 
Armani  suits.  Range  Rovers,  multiple  mil- 
lion rand  homes  and  139-hectare  farm. 
Bourgeois  newspapers  have  carried  prom- 
inent exposes  about  the  slush  funds  he 
uses  to  collect  kickbacks  [of  government 
money]  from  wealthy  "tenderpreneurs,” 
and  the  alleged  profits  he’s  made  off  of  his 
business  deals  are  big  enough  to  owe  some 
RIO  million  [$1.2  million]  in  unpaid  taxes. 
Much  of  Malema’s  fortunes  are  derived 
from  acting  as  a parasitic  middleman  in 
plundering  the  state  coffers  in  Limpopo, 
one  of  the  most  bitterly  impoverished  prov- 
inces where  much  of  the  population  has  no 
access  to  basic  services  like  running  water, 
roads,  etc.  Recently,  public  hospitals  in 
Limpopo  could  not  even  provide  food  to 
admitted  patients  because  of  unpaid  bills. 

That  many  workers  could  come  to  put 
their  faith  and  hopes  in  such  a shame- 
lessly bourgeois  politician  is  above  all 
the  responsibility  of  the  reformist  lead- 
ers of  the  SACP  and  COSATU.  Together 
with  the  ANC.  the  SACP  and  COSATU 
tops  administer  neo-apartheid  capitalist 
misery  via  the  bourgeois  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance. This  coalition  is  a nationalist  popu- 
lar front  through  which  the  working  class 
rank  and  file  of  the  SACP  (a  bourgeois 
workers  party  with  a working-class  base 
but  a pro-capitalist  programme  and  lead- 
ership) and  COSATU  (still  the  largest 
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trade-union  federation)  is  subordinated  to 
the  capitalist  exploiters  in  an  alliance  with 
the  outright  bourgeois  ANC.  For  years, 
the  SACP  and  COSATU  misleaders  have 
repeatedly  sold  out  working-class  interests 
in  the  name  of  this  class-collaborationist 
alliance,  leading  to  increasing  demorali- 
sation of  the  workers,  who  have  contin- 
ued to  defy  their  own  leaders  to  engage 
in  militant  struggles. 

Among  the  most  prominent  crimes  in  the 
long  list  of  SACP/COSATU  betrayals:  In 
1990,  SACP  leader  Joe  Slovo  and  National 
Union  of  Metalworkers  (NUMSA)  general 
secretary  Moses  Mayekiso  were  sent  to 
put  a stop  to  a weeks-long  plant  occupa- 
tion by  workers  at  Mercedes-Benz  in  East 
London,  which  threatened  the  “negoti- 
ated settlement"  with  the  white  minority 
rulers.  In  1995.  under  Mandela’s  presi- 
dency, SACP  national  chairman  Raymond 
Mhlaba  dismissed  6,000  striking  nurses 
as  head  of  the  provincial  government  in 
the  Eastern  Cape.  In  2010.  under  Zuma’s 
presidency,  COSATU  general  secretary 
Vavi  isolated  and  then  strangled  a bitterly 
fought,  weeks-long  strike  by  nearly  a mil- 
lion public  sector  workers,  bringing  it  to 
an  end  just  days  before  an  ANC  National 
General  Council  meeting  in  order  to 
avoid  embarrassing  Zuma.  The  betrayals 
continue,  as  seen  recently  at  Implats  in 
Rustenburg. 

At  the  ANC’s  last  elective  conference, 
in  December  2007  in  Polokwane,  Zuma 
replaced  Thabo  Mbeki  as  ANC  president. 
The  main  base  of  Zuma's  support  was 
provided  by  a bloc  of  COSATU.  the  SACP 
and  the  ANC  Youth  League  (including  a 
certain  Malema,  who  at  the  time  vowed 
that  he  would  “kill”  for  Zuma).  The  SACP 
and  COSATU  leaders  in  particular  pro- 
moted the  lie  that  Zuma  was  a "friend"  of 
the  workers  who  would  restore  the  popu- 
list "soul”  of  the  ANC,  which  had  suppos- 
edly been  sacrificed  by  Mbeki  and  Co.  in 


COSATU  tops  have  clearly  sided  with 
Zuma  (the  National  Education  Health  and 
Allied  Workers  Union  [NEHAWU]  has 
publicly  declared  its  support  for  another 
term  for  Zuma).  others  like  COSATU 
general  secretary  Vavi  have  tried  to  play 
both  sides  and  maintain  a posture  of  loyal 
critics  of  the  ANC  tops  within  the  Alli- 
ance. and  some  COSATU  leaders  have 
flirted  with  supporting  Malema  and  the 
Youth  League. 

Among  the  latter  group  is  NUMSA  gen- 
eral secretary  Irvin  Jim.  who  has  criticised 
Nzimande  and  the  SACP  for  “ideological 
confusion”  and  neglecting  their  duties 
as  the  "vanguard"  of  the  working  class. 
Jim  and  Vavi  have  both  at  times  come 
out  with  demands  that  Nzimande  with- 
draw from  his  ministerial  post  in  order  to 
devote  himself  full-time  to  the  duties  of 
SACP  general  secretary.  But  there  should 
be  no  illusions  that  these  criticisms  have 
anything  to  do  with  a break  from  the  Tri- 
partite Alliance.  They  are  just  an  attempt 
to  posture  as  more  “independent."  in  an 
effort  to  head  off  working-class  discon- 
tent and  keep  it  within  the  framework  of 
the  nationalist  popular  front. 

The  ANC  is  a capitalist  party  which 
continues  to  enjoy  the  overwhelming 
political  loyalty  of  the  black  majority 
because  it  is  seen  as  the  party  which 
brought  liberation  from  white  minority 
rule,  and  there  is  currently  no  viable  alter- 
native. The  reason  why  nationalism — the 
false  view  that  all  blacks  share  common 
interests,  regardless  of  class  differences — 
can  play  a dominant  role  in  chaining  the 
workers  to  the  bourgeoisie  is  because  the 
history  of  white  minority  rule  means  that 
class  exploitation  has  mainly  been  expe- 
rienced as  race  oppression.  All  wings  of 
the  SACP  and  COSATU  bureaucracies 
promote  the  ANC  as  the  "leading  force” 
in  the  "National  Democratic  Revolution" 
(NDR)  in  order  to  sell  the  workers  this 
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the  so-called  “1996  class  project."  At  the 
time,  we  Trotskyists  of  Spartacist/South 
Africa  told  the  simple  truth  in  opposition 
to  these  myths:  "An  ANC  run  by  Zuma 
would  be  just  as  anti-working-class  as  the 
current  ANC”  ( Spartacist  South  Africa 
No.  5,  Spring  2007;  reprinted  in  WV  No. 
899,  28  September  2007). 

After  Polokwane,  the  main  thing  which 
changed  with  Zuma  taking  over  as  ANC 
president  is  that  the  reformist  tops  became 
more  directly  integrated  in  administer- 
ing and  defending  racist  neo-apartheid 
capitalism  (one  of  their  main  complaints 
against  Mbeki  had  been  that  he  was  "mar- 
ginalising" the  ANC’s  Tripartite  Alliance 
partners).  The  result  is  that  the  reformists, 
especially  the  SACP  central  leadership, 
have  emerged  as  the  most  loyal,  craven 
defenders  of  Zuma.  Some  of  Malema’s 
most  bitter  enemies  are  those  SACP  lead- 
ers who  see  him  as  a direct  threat  to  the 
power  and  privileges  which  they  were 
rewarded  with  for  their  support  of  Zuma — 
like  SACP  general  secretary  Blade  Nzi- 
mande, who  in  2009  became  minister  of 
education  in  Zuma’s  cabinet  and  is  now 
backed  by  some  to  become  Zuma’s  deputy 
at  Mangaung,  and  SACP  chairman  Gwede 
Mantashe,  who  was  elected  secretary  gen- 
eral of  the  ANC  in  2007. 

At  the  same  time,  the  COSATU  bureauc- 
racy (which  includes  many  SACP  leaders) 
has  been  split  over  which  faction  to  back  in 
the  ANC  succession  dispute.  While  some 


treacherous  "alliance”  between  exploiters 
and  exploited. 

The  "NDR"  is  the  South  African  vari- 
ant of  the  time-worn  Stalinist  “theory”  of 
"two-stage  revolution"  where,  supposedly, 
first  the  workers  help  bring  the  bourgeois- 
nationalists  to  power  and  then,  in  the 
indefinite  future,  advance  to  socialism.  In 
reality,  the  "second  stage”  is  the  nation- 
alists slaughtering  workers  and  commu- 
nists. In  South  Africa,  many  SACP  and 
COSATU  reformist  misleaders  have  just 
used  the  "NDR”  as  a pseudo-theoretical 
cover  for  their  wretched  betrayals  in  order 
to  advance  themselves  into  the  black  elite. 

Even  the  bourgeois  "democratic  break- 
through” stage  of  the  "NDR"  is  a bankrupt 
sham.  The  negotiated  settlement  which 
ended  apartheid  in  the  early  1990s  was  a 
betrayal  of  the  black  majority’s  struggle 
for  liberation.  While  the  apartheid  system 
of  rigid,  legally  enforced  segregation  and 
subjugation  ended,  the  social  reality  in 
South  Africa  remains  the  superexploita- 
tion of  mainly  black  labour,  the  impov- 
erishment and  degradation  of  the  black 
masses,  alongside  white  privilege — what 
we’ve  characterised  as  neo-apartheid 
capitalism.  While  shamelessly  exploit- 
ing nationalism  to  retain  the  loyalty  of 
the  oppressed,  the  ANC  and  its  Alliance 
partners  act  as  front  men  and  enforcers 
for  the  continued  dominance  of  the  (still 
overwhelmingly  white)  Randlords  and 
their  imperialist  backers. 
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Reinhardt  Hartzenberg 

Tripartite  Alliance  leaders  at  SACP  90th  anniversary  dinner,  Durban,  30  July 
2011.  Left  to  right:  KwaZulu-Natal  premier  Mkhize,  SACP  chairman  and  ANC 
general  secretary  Mantashe,  President  Zuma,  SACP  general  secretary  Nzi- 
mande, COSATU  general  secretary  Vavi  and  COSATU  president  Dlamini. 


After  18  years  of  so-called  majority 
rule.  South  Africa  remains  one  of  the 
most  unequal  societies  in  the  world,  in 
which  misery  is  distributed  according  to 
the  stark  racial  lines  established  under 
British  colonialism  and  apartheid.  For 
example,  statistics  from  2005-06  showed 
that  almost  55  per  cent  of  the  black 
population  lived  below  the  poverty  line 
of  R10  per  day,  compared  to  34  per  cent 
of  the  coloured  (mixed-race)  population, 
7 per  cent  of  the  Indian  population,  and 
less  than  1 per  cent  of  the  white  popula- 
tion. Life  expectancy  has  plummeted, 
falling  by  12  years  from  1996  to  2008, 
again  with  blacks  being  worst  affected. 
This  catastrophe  is  mainly  a result  of  the 
devastating  HIV/AIDS  epidemic  and  the 
government’s  criminal  neglect  and  refusal 
to  provide  free  antiretroviral  drugs  to  all 
who  are  HIV-positive.  Capitalist  misery 
hits  black  women  the  hardest — from  sig- 
nificantly higher  rates  of  poverty  and 
HIV  infection,  to  the  widespread  prac- 
tices of  lobola  (bride  price)  and  even 
ukuthwala  ("marriage  by  capture")  in 
some  rural  areas,  to  studies  finding  that 
as  many  as  40-50  per  cent  of  women  are 
assaulted  by  their  partners.  Against  this 
background,  the  promises  of  a “better 
life  for  all”  which  the  ANC  and  Alliance 
leaders  made  in  1994  increasingly  seem 
like  a sick  joke,  as  does  the  official  rheto- 
ric about  a “non-racist,  non-sexist  South 
Africa”  and  "reconciliation." 

Permanent  Revolution  vs. 
Bourgeois  Populism 

Malema  is  a bourgeois-populist  dema- 
gogue who  skillfully  tapped  into  the 
anger  and  discontent  among  the  country’s 
impoverished  black  majority — especially 
among  young  black  Africans,  almost  half 
of  whom  have  never  had  a job — in  order 
to  advance  his  own  political  career  and 
enrich  himself  and  his  cronies.  He  ridi- 
culed Zuma  for  pandering  to  the  Queen 
of  England,  the  imperialist  bankers,  and 
“white  monopoly  capital."  With  his  calls 
to  nationalise  the  mines  and  expropri- 
ate white-owned  land.  Malema  became 
a lightning  rod  for  the  ire  and  angst  of 
the  white  racist  reactionaries  and  mouth- 
pieces of  mining  and  finance  capital — 
which,  predictably,  only  further  enhanced 
his  mythology  of  standing  up  for  the  black 
majority. 

The  slogan  of  “economic  freedom  in 


our  lifetime,”  which  Malema  and  the  ANC 
Youth  League  have  been  paying  lip  service 
to  as  of  late,  is  impossible  under  capitalism. 
The  capitalists  are  at  bottom  only  inter- 
ested in  the  “freedom"  to  exploit  labour, 
in  maintaining  their  class  rule  to  continue 
extracting  profits  from  the  blood  and  bones 
of  their  wage  slaves.  Bourgeois  populists 
like  Malema  try  to  conceal  the  fundamen- 
tal division  of  society  into  hostile  classes 
with  irreconcilably  opposed  material  inter- 
ests by  throwing  around  phrases  about  "the 
people.”  This  always  means  deceiving  the 
working  people  and  defending  the  rule  of 
their  capitalist  exploiters — sometimes  by 
throwing  the  workers  some  more  crumbs, 
and  other  times  through  vicious  austerity 
and  brutal  repression. 

A case  in  point  is  the  demand  for 
nationalisation  of  the  mines.  Malema  and 
the  ANCYL  have  been  giving  Zuma  and 
his  cabinet  a lot  of  headaches  by  cam- 
paigning for  this  demand  in  the  last  few 
years,  threatening  that  any  ANC  leaders 
who  oppose  it  will  be  kicked  out  at  the 
Mangaung  conference.  Despite  repeated 
assurances  from  Zuma  and  other  govern- 
ment ministers  that  the  ANC  has  abso- 
lutely no  intention  of  nationalising  mines, 
unease  grew  among  the  mining  bosses  as 
the  debate  dragged  on.  and  they  responded 
by  threatening  to  pull  out  their  capital. 
Moody’s  and  other  international  rating 
agencies  have  cited  this  debate  in  down- 
grading South  Africa’s  credit  rating,  and 
there  was  a general  sigh  of  relief  from  the 
financial  press  over  Malema’s  expulsion. 

Notwithstanding  the  angst  of  the  mining 
magnates,  the  Malema/ANCYL  nation- 
alisation policies  are  bourgeois  reform 
schemes  which  would  not  end  the  super- 
exploitation of  the  mineworkers.  Their 
policy  document  proposes  joint  share 
holdings  between  the  current  mine  owners 
and  the  government  (with  a majority  share 
for  the  latter),  meaning  that  the  bourgeois 
state  becomes  a partner  in  directly  exploit- 
ing the  workers.  There  have  been  many 
cases  of  bourgeois  governments  nation- 
alising ailing  industries  (with  generous 
compensation  to  the  capitalists)  in  order 
to  improve  their  profitability  through 
government-enforced  austerity,  only  to  re- 
privatise them  later.  It  is  more  or  less  an 
open  secret  that  Malema  began  advocat- 
ing nationalisation  of  the  mines  in  2009  in 
large  part  because  this  would  serve  to  bail 
continued  on  page  6 


SOUTH 

Amir  . 


Africa 


Smash  Neo-Apartheid 


u.  - -Capitalist 

Misery  Through  Socialist 
Revolutioni 


Spartacist  South  Africa 

Newspaper  of  the  South  African  section 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist) 

Issue  No.  8 (28  pages) 

US$1  R2 

Subscription  (4  issues) 

US$4  R10 

Make  checks  payable/mail  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1377  GPO 
New  York.  NY  101 16 
In  South  Africa: 

Spartacist.  P.O.  Box  61574 
Marshalltown.  Johannesburg  2107 
South  Africa 


3 AUGUST  2012 


5 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

out  his  cronies  whose  debt-financed  BEE 
(Black  Economic  Empowerment]  mining 
operations  were  failing. 

Malema  and  the  ANCYL  argue  for 
nationalising  the  mines  by  citing  the  state- 
ment in  the  ANC’s  1955  Freedom  Char- 
ter that  “the  mineral  wealth  beneath  the 
soil  shall  be  transferred  to  the  ownership 
of  the  people  as  a whole."  This  is  inten- 
tionally vague,  both  about  what  it  entails 
and  how  the  wealth  is  to  be  “transferred." 
There  is  absolutely  nothing  socialist  about 
either  this  demand  or  the  Freedom  Char- 
ter as  a whole.  At  best  it  poses  the  nation- 
alisation of  mines  under  capitalism  by  a 
“democratic"  bourgeois  state — which,  as 
Marx  and  Engels  put  it  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto,  is  but  the  executive  commit- 
tee for  managing  the  affairs  of  the  whole 
capitalist  class.  In  actual  fact,  once  the 
negotiations  with  the  white  rulers  began 
in  the  early  1990s,  the  ANC  quickly 
assured  them  that  they  did  not  have  to 
worry  about  any  nationalisations.  After 
the  April  1994  elections,  Mandela  once 
again  restated  the  ANC  position,  declar- 
ing: “In  our  economic  poIicies...there  is 
not  a single  reference  to  things  like  nation- 
alisation, and  this  is  not  accidental.  There 
is  not  a single  slogan  that  will  connect  us 
with  any  Marxist  ideology.” 

Exposing  the  emptiness  of  his  own  rhet- 
oric, Malema  alibis  the  betrayals  of  Man- 
dela and  the  other  Alliance  tops  who  bro- 
kered the  power-sharing  deal.  For  example, 
in  a political  report  to  an  ANCYL  National 
General  Council  in  August  2010,  Malema 
stated:  "We  understand  that  in  1994.  cer- 
tain decisions  could  not  be  taken  because 
both  domestically  and  globally,  the  balance 
of  forces  favoured  imperialists  and  there- 
fore [was]  hostile  to  progressive  change.” 
As  Lenin  explained  in  his  1916  work  Impe- 
rialism, the  Highest  Stage  of  Capitalism, 
the  current  world  system  is  character- 
ised by  the  dominance  of  finance  capital 
and  monopoly  trusts,  where  a handful  of 
“great"  imperialist  powers  dominate  the 
world,  subordinating  the  neocolonial  and 
other  dependant  capitalist  countries  which 
they  plunder.  Malema’s  reference  to  the 
“balance  of  forces”  favouring  "imperial- 
ists"— which  will  always  be  the  case  until 
workers  revolutions  overthrow  them — is  a 
timeworn  excuse  for  the  dirty  deals  car- 
ried out  by  nationalists  and  reformists  in 
the  service  of  maintaining  capitalist  rule. 
Despite  his  penchant  for  “anti-imperialist” 
rhetoric,  Malema’s  bourgeois  programme 
means  he  is  just  as  subordinate  to  impe- 
rialism as  Zuma,  or  Mbeki  and  Mandela 
before  him. 

To  bourgeois  populism,  we  counterpose 
the  Trotskyist  theory  of  permanent  revolu- 
tion. Based  on  the  understanding  that  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  forces  of  dependant 
countries  are  incapable  of  solving  any  of 
the  fundamental  problems  posed  by  impe- 
rialist domination  because  of  their  subor- 
dination to  imperialist  capital  and  mor- 
tal fear  of  their  own  proletariat,  Trotsky 
explained:  “With  regard  to  countries 
with  a belated  bourgeois  development, 
especially  the  colonial  and  semi-colonial 
countries,  the  theory  of  the  permanent 
revolution  signifies  that  the  complete  and 
genuine  solution  of  their  tasks  of  achiev- 


ing democracy  and  national  emancipa- 
tion is  conceivable  only  through  the  dic- 
tatorship of  the  proletariat  as  the  leader 
of  the  subjugated  nation."  But  the  prole- 
tarian revolution,  if  it  is  to  be  ultimately 
successful  in  overcoming  the  backward- 
ness enforced  at  every  level  by  imperialist 
domination,  cannot  stop  at  the  imperialist- 
imposed  national  borders:  “The  socialist 
revolution  begins  on  the  national  arena,  it 
unfolds  on  the  international  arena,  and  is 
completed  on  the  world  arena.  Thus,  the 
socialist  revolution  becomes  a permanent 
revolution  in  a newer  and  broader  sense 
of  the  word;  it  attains  completion  only 


in  the  final  victory  of  the  new  society 
on  our  entire  planet."  The  programmatic 
core  of  Trotsky’s  permanent  revolution  is 
the  struggle  for  the  complete  political  and 
organisational  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class  from  bourgeois  nationalism  and 
the  bourgeois  state. 

On  the  Nationalization 
of  the  Mines 

The  NUM  bureaucracy  has  opposed 
Malema  and  the  Youth  League's  calls 
for  nationalisation  out  of  class  collabora- 
tionism,  complaining  in  November  2011 
that  the  discussion  about  possible  nation- 
alisation of  the  mines  was  scaring  the 
capitalists.  NUM  president  Senzeni  Zok- 
wana  expressed  sympathy  with  the  min- 
ing bosses’  concern  for  their  profits,  stat- 
ing: “I  understand  that  if  you  are  investing 
somebody’s  money,  you  should  be  care- 
ful that  you  do  not  plant  it  where  there  is 
uncertainty.  You  have  to  make  sure  that 
the  investment  is  safe”  ( Business  Day, 
14  November  2011).  The  SACP  tops  have 
also  opposed  nationalisation  calls,  using 
some  orthodox-sounding  phrases  about 
the  need  for  “socialisation"  and  pointing 
out  that  Malema’s  schemes  are  bourgeois. 
But  this  is  just  a cover  for  the  fact  that 
they  are  defending  the  current  policies  of 
the  Zuma  government,  which  they  are  a 
prominent  part  of! 

With  regard  to  the  demand  for  “nation- 
alisation" of  the  mines  and  other  strate- 
gic industries,  Trotsky  explained  in  the 
Transitional  Programme  (1938)  that  the 
socialist  programme  of  workers  revolu- 
tion to  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  does 
not  exclude  raising  the  demand  for  "the 
expropriation  of  several  key  branches  of 
industry  vital  for  national  existence  or  of 


the  most  parasitic  group  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie" when  the  situation  warrants  it: 

"The  difference  between  these  demands 
and  the  muddleheaded  reformist  slogan 
of  ‘nationalization’  lies  in  the  follow- 
ing: (1)  we  reject  indemnification;  (2)  we 
warn  the  masses  against  demagogues  of 
the  People’s  Front  who.  giving  lip  service 
to  nationalization,  remain  in  reality  agents 
of  capital:  (3)  we  call  upon  the  masses 
to  rely  only  upon  their  own  revolution- 
ary strength;  (4)  we  link  up  the  question 
of  expropriation  with  that  of  seizure  of 
power  by  the  workers  and  farmers." 

Seizing  the  mine  shafts,  machinery  and 
mountains  of  finance  capital,  which  the 
mining  bosses  have  heaped  up  through 


more  than  a century  of  superexploitation 
of  mainly  black  labour,  will  be  a basic  and 
necessary  step  in  the  liberation  from  capi- 
talist oppression.  The  Nzimandes,  Vavis, 
Malemas  and  other  demagogues  of  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  are  enemies  of  this 
struggle  for  true  liberation. 

The  Bankruptcy  of 
Bourgeois  Nationalism 

While  most  countries  of  belated  capital- 
ist development  are  nationally  oppressed 
as  either  colonies  or  neocolonies  of  the 
imperialists.  South  Africa  is  a peculiar 
case  in  that  the  national  oppression  of 
the  black  majority  is  carried  out  not  by 
a foreign  colonial  power,  but  by  a native 
white  bourgeoisie  tied  closely  to  the 
Anglo-American  imperialists.  This,  and 
the  historical  absence  of  a black  property- 
owning  class,  was  the  main  factor  con- 
tributing to  the  dominance  of  nationalist 
consciousness  among  the  mainly  black 
South  African  working  class.  The  ANC, 
with  the  crucial  assistance  of  the  SACP 
and  COSATU  reformists,  has  exploited 
this  false  consciousness  in  order  to  use 
the  working  masses  as  a stepping  stone 
toward  its  aim  of  fostering  a black  privi- 
leged elite — the  central  goal  of  the  ANC 
since  its  founding  100  years  ago.  The 
black  elite  which  has  developed  since 
1994  are  among  the  most  brutal  exploit- 
ers of  the  workers,  while  at  the  same  time 
remaining  subordinate  to  white  capital. 

Another  expression  of  nationalist  con- 
sciousness among  the  working  class  is  the 
widespread,  mistaken  view  among  pro- 
socialist  militants  that  socialism  amounts 
to  a populist  programme  of  simply  redis- 
tributing the  existing  (white)  wealth  on  a 
more  egalitarian  basis.  Marxists  under- 
stand that  socialism  requires  a qualita- 
tively higher  level  of  productivity  than 
currently  exists  under  the  irrational,  anar- 
chic capitalist  system.  That  is  why  it  can’t 
be  built  in  a single  country,  and  particu- 
larly not  in  a single  backward  country  like 
South  Africa,  where  waste,  irrationality 
and  ignorance  have  been  developed  to  an 
extraordinary  degree  by  the  white  rulers 
and  their  black  nationalist  front  men.  Our 
perspective  is  one  of  a socialist  federa- 
tion of  Southern  Africa,  which  must  link 
up  to  socialist  revolution  in  the  advanced 
capitalist  countries.  As  stated  in  the  ICL 
"Declaration  of  Principles  and  Some  Ele- 
ments of  Program"  (February  1998): 

"On  the  other  hand,  the  victory  of  the 
proletariat  on  a world  scale  would  place 
unimagined  material  abundance  at  the 
service  of  human  needs,  lay  the  basis 
for  the  elimination  of  classes  and  the 
eradication  of  social  inequality  based  on 


sex  and  the  very  abolition  of  the  social 
significance  of  race,  nation  and  eth- 
nicity. For  the  first  time  mankind  will 
grasp  the  reins  of  history  and  control 
its  own  creation,  society,  resulting  in  an 
undreamed-of  emancipation  of  human 
potential,  and  a monumental  forward 
surge  of  civilization.  Only  then  will  it  be 
possible  to  realize  the  free  development 
of  each  individual  as  the  condition  for 
the  free  development  of  all.” 

Malema  seizes  on  the  increasingly 
obvious  bankruptcy  of  the  ANC’s  offi- 
cial ideology  of  "non-racialism" — the 
vague  notion  that  racial  oppression  and 
the  differences  promoted  under  white 
minority  rule  can  somehow  be  overcome 
under  “democratic"  capitalist  rule — in 
order  to  fan  racial  hatred  and  divert  from 
his  own  party’s  responsibility  for  adminis- 
tering neo-apartheid  capitalism.  Malema’s 
demagoguery  includes  his  cynical  resur- 
rection of  the  anti-apartheid  struggle  song 
"Shoot  the  Boer”  (in  fact,  the  ANC’s 
bourgeois  cops  are  infinitely  more  likely 
to  shoot  black  township  protesters  than 
"Boere”),  for  which  he  was  found  guilty 
of  "hate  speech”  in  2011.  While  com- 
batting Malema’s  racialist  demagogy,  as 
Marxists  we  also  oppose  laws  against  so- 
called  “hate  speech,"  which  strengthen  the 
bourgeois  state  and  will  always  be  used 
by  the  capitalists  against  labour  and  the 
oppressed.  Malema  has  also  spewed  crude 
invective  against  the  Indian  and  coloured 
minorities. 

We  have  consistently  warned  of  the 
danger  of  such  a development  from  the 
early  days  of  the  “new"  South  Africa: 

“If  the  many-sided  tensions  and  conflicts 
in  South  African  society  are  not  centered 
around  a class  axis,  they  will  be  fought 
along  racial,  ethnic  and  tribal  lines.  In 
conditions  of  unrelieved  poverty,  if  the 
nationalist  principle  prevails.  Zulu  will 
be  set  against  Xhosa,  black  Africans 
against  coloureds  and  Indians,  South 
Africans  against  immigrant  workers  and 
refugees — and  this  will  be  done  by  self- 
styled  ‘progressives’  in  the  ANC  alliance 
no  less  than  by  open  reactionaries.’’ 

— Workers  Vanguard  No.  637, 

19  January  1996 

The  “non-racialism”  of  the  ANC  and 
Tripartite  Alliance  tops — which  is  echoed 
by  most  of  the  reformist  “socialists"  who 
tail  after  them — is  a lie.  It  only  serves  to 
cover  up  the  reality  of  racist  oppression 
inherent  to  South  African  capitalism, 
while  at  the  same  time  providing  fuel  to 
demagogues  like  Malema.  We  counter- 
pose the  fight  to  mobilise  the  proletariat 
in  concrete  opposition  to  all  manifesta- 
tions of  racist  oppression  and  discrimina- 
tion, linking  this  to  the  understanding  that 
only  the  revolutionary  overthrow  of  capi- 
talism can  resolve  the  national  oppres- 
sion of  the  black  majority  and  lead  to  the 
elimination  of  all  racial,  tribal  and  other 
divisions.  This  is  concretised  in  our  slo- 
gan for  a black-centred  workers  govern- 
ment, our  application  of  Trotsky’s  perma- 
nent revolution  to  the  problem  of  national/ 
racial  oppression  as  specifically  posed  in 
South  Africa.  This  is  an  inclusive  slogan: 
“black-centred"  precisely  means  that  it  is 
not  racially  exclusive  but  includes  a full 
role  and  democratic  rights  for  coloureds, 
Indians  and  those  whites  who  would 
accept  a government  centred  on  the  black 
African  toilers  and  join  in  building  a soci- 
ety based  on  genuine  equality. 

While  Malema  today  poses  as  “friend" 
of  the  workers,  the  logic  of  nationalism  in 
power  is  to  whip  up  anti-union  sentiment, 
attacking  the  organised  workers  move- 
ment for  “undermining  nation-building." 
From  Mandela  to  Zuma,  this  is  something 
ANC  leaders  have  done  repeatedly  since 
taking  over  the  reins  on  behalf  of  the 
white  rulers  in  1994:  using  nationalist 
demagogy  against  the  unions,  claiming 
that  relatively  high  wages  in  the  industrial 
and  public  sectors  are  responsible  for  mass 
unemployment  in  the  towmships  and  abject 
poverty  in  the  rural  areas,  blaming  strikes 
and  shop  floor  militancy  for  repelling 
multinational  corporations  from  invest- 
ing in  South  Africa,  etc.  In  fact,  when 
the  Democratic  Alliance — an  openly  neo- 
liberal  party  of  white  privilege — marched 
to  COSATU  house  on  May  15  in  a reac- 
tionary anti-union  mobilisation,  this  was 
in  support  of  the  policies  which  they  share 
with  the  ANC/AIliance  government  (the 
continued  on  page  I / 
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Left:  Malema  campaigns  for  Zuma  during  2009  national  elections. 
Right:  Malema  sings  “shower  song"  ridiculing  Zuma  at  ANC  pro- 
vincial conference  in  Limpopo,  2011. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Toronto  Historical  Materialism  Conference 


Revisionists  Still  Trying  to 


Bury  Leninism 


In  May.  comrades  from  the  Canadian 
and  U.S.  sections  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League  intervened  in  a Historical 
Materialism  (HM)  conference  held  in 
Toronto,  where  some  400  people  attended 
dozens  of  sessions  over  three  days.  One 
theme  of  debate  was  the  1922  Fourth 
Congress  of  the  Communist  International 
(Cl),  following  the  release  by  the  Histori- 
cal Materialism  Book  Series  of  a useful 
new  English-language  volume  of  the  Con- 
gress proceedings,  edited  by  leftist  histo- 
rian John  Riddell.  The  Historical  Mate- 
rialism Book  Series  describes  itself  as  a 
“publishing  initiative  of  the  radical  left” 
and  is  influenced  by  the  Cliffite  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP)  in  Britain  among 
others.  Haymarket  Books,  associated 
with  the  American  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO),  is  publishing  paper- 
back editions  of  the  HM  series. 

HM  and  Haymarket  render  a useful  serv- 
ice in  publishing  English-language  works 
of  interest  to  the  workers  movement. 
However,  HM  conferences  are  driven  by 
the  stock-in-trade  reformist  politics  of  the 
SWP  and  the  ISO  as  well  as  the  SWP- 
affiliated  Canadian  International  Social- 
ists, whose  historic  leaders — Paul  Kellogg 
and  Abigail  Bakan — had  a high  profile  at 
the  Toronto  event.  These  groups  from  their 
origins  sided  with  their  respective  bloody 
“democratic”  imperialist  ruling  classes 
against  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state  (see  "The  Bankruptcy  of  ‘New  Class' 
Theories,”  Spartacist  [English-language 
edition)  No.  55,  Autumn  1999).  Since  the 
fall  of  the  USSR,  they  echo  the  bourgeoi- 
sie’s “death  of  communism"  triumphalism 
and  continue  to  bury  the  lessons  of  the 
Russian  Revolution.  Illustrating  this  were 
comments  at  one  session  by  Bakan,  who 
assisted  Riddell  with  the  Fourth  Congress 
volume  and  yet  asserted  that  the  Cl  Con- 
gresses are  not  a textbook  for  leftists  today. 

On  the  contrary!  The  early  Commu- 
nist International  provides  a vital  guide. 
Although  we  cast  a critical  eye  on  the 
Fourth  Congress  in  particular,  the  ICL 
stands  programmatically  on  the  first  four 
Cl  Congresses  (i.e.,  those  that  occurred 
prior  to  the  1923-24  Stalinist  political 
counterrevolution  that  resulted  in  the 
degeneration  of  the  Soviet  workers  state). 
Emerging  out  of  the  Russian  workers  rev- 
olution of  October  1917,  these  Congresses 
represent  the  highest  theoretical  and  pro- 
grammatic generalization  of  revolution- 
ary lessons  that  the  proletariat  has  ever 
achieved.  The  Russian  Revolution,  car- 
ried out  under  the  leadership  of  the  Bol- 
shevik Party,  was  a shaping  event  of  the 
20th  century:  capitalism  was  swept  away 
and  in  its  place  a workers  state  based  on 
workers  and  peasants  councils  (soviets) 
was  established.  It  was  viewed  by  Lenin 
and  Trotsky  as  the  opening  shot  in  a revo- 
lution that  could  only  be  completed  on  the 
world  stage. 

The  Cl’s  1919  founding  manifesto 
stated  that  as  "representatives  of  the  revo- 
lutionary proletariat  of  the  different  coun- 
tries of  Europe,  America,  and  Asia,"  its 
members  were  the  heirs  and  executors  of 
Marx  and  Engels’  Communist  Manifesto. 
It  proclaimed  that  its  task  was  "to  gener- 
alize the  revolutionary  experience  of  the 
working  class,  to  cleanse  the  movement 
of  the  corroding  influence  of  opportun- 
ism and  social  patriotism,  and  rally  the 
forces  of  all  truly  revolutionary  parties  of 
the  world  proletariat." 

Communist  parties  were  only  begin- 
ning to  form  in  1919.  Advanced  workers  in 
most  countries  were  still  organized  under 
the  banner  of  the  social-democratic  Sec- 
ond International,  whose  leaders  helped 
bring  workers  to  the  slaughter  of  World 


War  I by  peddling  poisonous  nationalism 
and  embracing  the  war  aims  and  colonial 
ambitions  of  their  “own"  imperialist  rul- 
ers. The  Bolshevik  Party  under  Lenin  had 
by  1912  achieved  a thorough  political  and 
organizational  split  from  the  opportun- 
ists in  Russia,  the  Mensheviks.  The  Bol- 
sheviks also  had  acquired  an  unequaled 
wealth  of  practical  experience  under  a 
rapid  and  varied  succession  of  conditions 
and  methods  of  struggle. 

The  Bolsheviks  politically  defeated 
the  pro-capitalist  opportunists  in  leading 
the  Russian  proletariat  to  power.  Revolu- 
tionary workers  uprisings  that  broke  out 


in  Central  Europe  right  after  WWI  were 
smashed  in  large  part  due  to  the  immatur- 
ity of  the  new  Communist  parties  leading 
them.  The  Cl  sought  to  accomplish  a final 
split  of  young  Communist  parties  from 
the  Social  Democracy  and  to  forge  a more 
politically  homogeneous  international. 

The  Fourth  Congress  and 
the  “Workers  Government” 

The  ICL  has  a critical  appraisal  of  the 
Fourth  Congress’s  treatment  of  the  call 
for  a "workers  government.”  We  agree 
with  Trotsky  who  in  the  1938  Transitional 
Program  made  clear  that  the  call  for  a 
workers  government  "represented  nothing 
more  than  the  popular  designation  for  the 
already  established  dictatorship  of  the  pro- 
letariat,” which  also  accords  with  Lenin’s 
views.  Prior  to  the  October  Revolution. 
Lenin  wrote  The  State  and  Revolution  to 
prepare  the  working  class  for  the  seizure 
of  power.  In  it,  he  described  how  a state — 
that  is,  the  whole  repressive  apparatus  of 
the  ruling  class,  centrally  the  army,  police 
and  courts — emerges  out  of  the  “ irrecon- 
cilability of  class  antagonisms."  Citing  the 
conclusion  drawn  by  Marx  and  Engels  after 
the  Paris  Commune  of  1871,  Lenin  empha- 
sized that  workers  can’t  simply  “lay  hold  of 
the  ready-made  state  machinery"  but  must 
crush  it  and  replace  it  with  a workers  state. 

But  various  reformist  leftists  take  weak 
or  ambiguous  aspects  of  the  decisions  at 
the  Fourth  Congress  to  justify  their  own 
opportunist  and  class-collaborationist 
practices  today.  A case  in  point  is  the 
confused  Cl  resolution  that  endorsed  mul- 
tiple interpretations  of  what  constitutes  a 
"workers  government."  It  detailed  how 
this  slogan  could  mean  the  dictatorship  of 
the  proletariat  on  the  model  of  the  October 
Revolution  but  also  argued  that  "not  every 
workers’  government  is  truly  proletarian. 


that  is,  a revolutionary  instrument  of  pro- 
letarian power."  The  resolution  allowed 
that  the  “workers  government"  designa- 
tion could  apply  to  Communists  partici- 
pating in  a capitalist  government  run  by 
Social  Democrats,  i.e.,  a bourgeois  gov- 
ernment dressed  up  in  workers  clothing. 
This  latter  interpretation  was  defended  at 
the  Historical  Materialism  conference. 

For  revolutionaries,  it  is  an  absolute 
betrayal  of  the  working  class  to  politi- 
cally support  or  participate  in  a bour- 
geois government  or  to  hold  an  executive 
post  at  the  national,  state  or  local  level. 
However,  this  view — the  illusory  and  ulti- 


mately deadly  idea  that  workers  parties 
could  run  a bourgeois  state  in  workers’ 
interests — had  been  championed  by  an 
increasingly  dominant  section  of  the  Sec- 
ond International.  In  the  early  years  of  the 
Cl,  the  young  Communist  parties  strug- 
gled to  fully  break  with  this  reformist  pro- 
grammatic heritage.  "Ultraleft"  currents 
wrongly  rejected  parliamentary  tactics 
altogether,  while  right-wing  currents  con- 
tinued to  cling  to  illusions  in  bourgeois 
parliamentarism,  not  assimilating  the  les- 
sons imparted  by  Marx  and  Lenin  on  the 
state.  The  “workers  government”  debate 
at  the  Fourth  Congress  reflected  these 
different  political  tendencies. 


As  an  ICL  comrade  remarked  at  the 
Toronto  conference: 

"The  proceedings  of  the  Fourth  Congress, 
usefully  put  together  in  John  Riddell’s 
book,  show  that  the  debate  on  the  ’work- 
ers government’  slogan  was  extremely  ill- 
prepared  and  extremely  confused.  Many 
delegates,  not  just  ultralefts  who  opposed 
the  united  front  on  principle,  spoke  against 
the  idea  of  coalition  governments  with 
social  democrats  and  against  the  idea  of 
so-called  ‘workers  governments’  based 
on  parliamentary  forms." 

He  continued.  “In  contrast,  the  German 
leadership,  the  KPD,  who  were  the  central 
pushers  of  the  final  version  of  the  ‘workers 
government’  resolution  as  adopted,  were 
trying  to  do  something  on  the  ground  in 
Germany — which  was  to  form  coalition 
governments  with  Social  Democrats  in 
various  German  regional  states.  At  differ- 
ent points,  that  was  opposed  and  pushed 
back  by  elements  in  the  Cl  leadership,  but 
in  the  end  it  went  through.” 

The  consequences  were  enormous.  In 
1923,  the  German  workers — plagued  by 
hunger  and  massive  inflation — were  in 
a state  of  revolutionary  turmoil.  Unrest 
was  fueled  by  the  French  occupation  of 
the  heavily  industrial  western  part  of  Ger- 
many. a result  of  reparations  that  had  been 
imposed  on  Germany  after  its  defeat  in 
WWI.  In  October,  the  German  Commu- 
nist Party  (KPD)  entered  Social  Demo- 
cratic governments  in  the  states  of  Saxony 
and  Thuringia.  Ignominiously,  an  insur- 
rection was  called  off  and  a golden  oppor- 
tunity for  revolution  was  lost,  undermined 
by  elements  in  the  KPD  and  in  the  Soviet 
leadership  (as  Lenin  was  on  his  death- 
bed). As  our  comrade  noted,  looking  for 
a halfway  house  between  bourgeois  and 
proletarian  power  "only  leads  to  disaster." 
(For  more  on  the  “workers  government" 
slogan,  see  "A  Trotskyist  Critique  of  Ger- 
many 1923  and  the  Comintern,”  Sparta- 
cist [English-language  edition)  No.  56, 
Spring  2001.) 

In  the  main  presentation  on  the  "work- 
ers government”  in  Toronto,  John  Riddell 
accurately  captured  the  Fourth  Congress 
debate,  noting  that  the  Cl  resolution  left 
room  for  a "workers  government”  to  take 
office  “while  the  capitalist  state,  or  most 
of  it,  was  still  around,"  a position  that 
he  embraced.  Riddell  began  by  address- 
ing Greece  today,  where  an  economic 
crisis  fueled  by  the  austerity  diktats  of 
the  German-dominated  European  Union 
(EU)  has  engulfed  the  country.  Riddell 
was  critical  that  the  leftist  Antarsya  and 
continued  on  page  8 
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Regional  gathering  of  KPD  youth  organization  in  a Saxony  town,  spring  1923. 
Opportunity  for  proletarian  seizure  of  power  was  squandered  when  KPD  later 
entered  Social  Democratic  "workers  government.” 
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July  1917  workers  demonstration  in  Petrograd.  Bolshevik  banners  read: 
"Down  With  the  Capitalist  Ministers!  All  Power  to  the  Soviets  of  Workers, 
Soldiers  and  Peasants  Deputies!"  and  “Long  Live  Socialism!”  Insets:  Bolshe- 
vik leaders  Lenin  and  Trotsky. 


Revisionists... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

Syriza  coalitions  had  not  joined  forces, 
arguing  that  "if  united,  the  left-wing,  anti- 
austerity parties  in  Greece  could  have 
won  the  election.”  Defending  the  idea 
that  working-class  organizations  should 
consider  managing  the  bourgeois  state, 
he  said:  “The  value  of  the  workers  gov- 
ernment position  rather  lies  in  alerting  us 
to  a possibility  and  expanding  our  frame- 
work of  thought  and  imagination,"  add- 
ing that  “even  before  the  onset  of  workers 
revolution,  workers  can  find  a way  to  pose 
the  issue  of  governmental  power  and  to 
struggle  for  it.” 

This  perspective  is  precisely  that  of 
the  Greek  Internationalist  Workers  Left 
(DEA),  a cofounder  of  Syriza  that  is 
associated  with  the  American  ISO.  In  a 
May  23  interview  on  the  ISO’s  Web  site,  a 
DEA  leader  explained:  "We  have  declared 
before  the  people  that  the  only  govern- 
ment we  will  take  part  in  or  form  is  a 
government  of  the  left,  a government  that 
will  change  the  Memorandum  [EU  aus- 
terity terms)  and  all  the  laws  that  [sic]  of 
the  last  three  years,  during  the  period  of 
the  crisis.”  But  such  a “government  of  the 
left"  would  simply  run  the  bourgeois  state 
to  help  save  the  Greek  and  European  capi- 
talists. Syriza  gives  a “left”  cover  to  the 
continued  brutal  exploitation  of  the  Greek 
working  class,  while  seeking  to  tinker 
with  the  EU-imposed  terms  of  surrender. 

As  for  Antarsya,  which  includes  the 
Greek  Socialist  Workers  Party  (affiliated 
with  the  British  SWP),  it  ran  candidates 
in  the  June  17  election  in  its  own  name. 
However,  Antarsya’s  purpose  was  simply 
to  pressure  Syriza  to  the  left  from  the 
outside,  as  was  made  clear  in  numerous 
declarations.  Following  the  elections,  its 
efforts  have  focused  on  building  a pres- 
sure group  around  the  Syriza  opposition 
in  parliament. 

The  ICL’s  Greek  section  gave  critical 
support  to  the  Stalinist  Greek  Communist 
Party  (KKE)  in  these  elections.  Despite 
its  reformism  and  nationalism,  the  KKE 
campaigned  in  opposition  to  the  EU  and 
NATO  and  refused  to  participate  in  any 
class-collaborationist  coalition  with  bour- 
geois parties  (see  "Vote  KKE!  No  Vote  to 
Syriza!”  WV  No.  1005,  6 July). 

The  “Anti-Imperialist 
United  Front” 

Another  HM  conference  session  fur- 
ther addressed  the  Fourth  Congress,  con- 
centrating on  questions  of  "Race,  Gender. 
Nation  and  Class."  An  associate  of  the 
Prometheus  Research  Library,  our  working 
Marxist  archive,  spoke  on  the  crucial  inter- 
vention of  the  Communist  International  in 
driving  home  the  centrality  of  the  fight  for 
black  freedom  to  proletarian  revolution  in 
the  U.S.  (see  page  9).  Among  the  other 
presentations  in  that  session  was  one  on 
women  in  the  pre-1947  Indian  Commu- 
nist Party  and  another  on  “Islamism  and 
Marxism.”  The  latter  painted  Islam  and 
Marxism  as  complementary  and  compat- 
ible. drawing  on  weaknesses  of  the  Fourth 


Congress  in  doing  so.  In  fact,  the  ICL  is 
also  critical  of  the  treatment  by  the  Fourth 
Congress  of  the  "anti-imperialist  united 
front”  as  well  as  of  pan-Islamism. 

The  Fourth  Congress  passed  a resolu- 
tion endorsing  the  "anti-imperialist  united 
front,”  tacitly  posing  an  ongoing  political 
bloc  with  bourgeois  nationalism.  Such  a 
perspective  could  only  tie  the  colonial 
workers  and  peasants  to  their  own  venal 
exploiters,  who  in  turn  are  tied  to  the 
imperialists  by  a thousand  threads.  The 
ICL’s  Declaration  of  Principles  notes: 
“The  ‘anti-imperialist  united  front’  is 
the  particular  form  that  class  collabora- 
tion most  often  assumes  in  the  colonial 
and  ex-colonial  countries,  from  the  liqui- 
dation of  the  Chinese  Communist  Party 
into  Chiang  Kai-shek’s  Guomindang  in 
the  1920s  to  decades  of  prostration  of  the 
South  African  ‘left’  before  the  African 
National  Congress  (ANC).” 

Similarly,  the  Fourth  Congress  opened 
the  door  to  support  of  pan-Islamism, 
which  had  a hearing  among  workers  in 
Muslim  countries,  such  as  Indonesia,  by 
endowing  Islamic  political  currents  with 
“anti-imperialist”  credentials.  The  Con- 
gress declared  that  “to  the  degree  that 
the  national-liberation  movements  extend 
in  scope,  the  religious-political  slogans 
of  pan-Islamism  will  be  more  and  more 
replaced  by  specific  political  demands." 
That  resolution  stands  in  sharp  contrast 
to  one  from  the  Second  Cl  Congress  in 
1920  that  took  a hard  position  against  pan- 
Islamism.  The  Second  Congress’s  “Theses 
on  the  National  and  Colonial  Questions,” 
drafted  by  Lenin,  argued  that  the  Cl  "must 
enter  into  a temporary  alliance  with  bour- 
geois democracy  in  colonial  and  back- 
ward countries”  but  insisted  that  it  should 
"under  all  circumstances  uphold  the  inde- 


pendence of  the  proletarian  movement.” 

The  disruptions  in  the  imperialist  cen- 
ters brought  on  by  WWI  had  by  1920 
spurred  the  development  of  industry  in 
the  colonial  world  and  correspondingly 
the  emergence  of  a small  but  concen- 
trated proletariat.  The  Second  Congress 
was  breaking  new  terrain  in  addressing 
the  emergence  of  Communism  in  the  col- 
onies, where  even  bourgeois-nationalist 
movements  were  relatively  new,  reflecting 
the  weak  and  late  development  of  a native 
capitalist  class.  This  situation  together 
with  the  extremely  limited  implantation 
of  Marxist  ideas  in  these  countries  had 
the  Second  Congress  looking  primarily 
toward  Western  Europe,  where  revolu- 
tions appeared  imminent.  The  sweeping 
away  of  capitalist  property  forms  by  a 
workers  revolution  in  an  imperialist  cen- 
ter would  immediately  impact  its  colonies 
by  ending  imperialist  subjugation.  The  Cl 
fought  to  put  the  struggle  against  colonial 
and  national  oppression  front  and  center 
as  against  the  pro-imperialist  politics  of 
the  Social  Democracy. 

At  the  conference  session  on  “Race, 
Gender,  Nation  and  Class.”  an  ICL  com- 
rade noted  that  "the  Comintern  leadership 
had  to  fight  against  indifference  to  the 
fight  against  colonial  oppression,  that’s  a 
given.”  But  he  added,  “I  want  to  speak  to 
the  other  side,  which  is  the  strategy  within 
the  colonies,  and  I want  to  defend  the  Sec- 
ond Congress  against  the  Fourth,”  observ- 
ing that  "Lenin  at  the  Second  Congress 
put  forward  the  idea  of  unconditional 
independence  of  the  proletarian  movement 
against  all  forms  of  bourgeois  national- 
ism, in  which  he  explicitly  included  pan- 
Islamism,  however  embryonic.”  Our  com- 
rade also  noted  that  Lenin  stressed  the 
importance  of  fighting  against  illusions 
in  bourgeois  nationalism,  even  as  the 
Communists  defended  national  liberation 
movements  against  colonialism. 

The  Fourth  Congress  discussion  on 
proletarian  independence  in  the  colonies 
occurred  immediately  after  the  Chinese 
Communist  Party  (CCP)  had  been  in- 
structed by  the  Cl  to  enter  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  Guomindang  (GMD).  This 
ultimately  led  to  catastrophe  for  the  young 
CCP.  In  May  1925,  a Chinese  workers 
revolution  was  sparked  by  a general  strike 
in  Shanghai  that  quickly  spread  through- 
out the  country.  The  growing  strike  move- 
ment eventually  pitted  workers  against  the 
GMD.  Even  with  the  nationalists  taking 
the  lead  in  suppressing  the  uprising  in 
1926,  the  CCP  remained  inside  the  GMD. 
By  this  time,  Stalin  and  his  then-ally 
Nikolai  Bukharin  called  the  shots  in  the 
Cl,  which  opposed  requests  from  the  CCP 
leadership  to  leave  the  GMD,  even  though 
the  GMD  had  insisted  that  the  CCP  hand 
over  a list  of  its  members  working  within 
the  GMD.  The  decisive  crushing  of  the 
Chinese  Revolution  occurred  in  Shanghai 


in  April  1927  when  GMD  leader  Chiang 
Kai-shek  carried  out  a coup,  slaughter- 
ing tens  of  thousands  of  Communists  and 
trade  unionists  (see  “The  Origins  of  Chi- 
nese Trotskyism,"  Spartacist  [English- 
language  edition)  No.  53,  Summer  1997). 

The  bloody  defeat  of  the  Chinese  Revo- 
lution shows  where  the  "anti-imperialist 
united  front"  leads:  not  to  "national  lib- 
eration" from  the  imperialist  yoke  but 
rather  to  the  subordination  of  the  neoco- 
lonial masses  to  their  own  tinpot  rulers 
and  ultimately  to  bloody  defeat.  It  was 
in  the  aftermath  of  the  defeat  of  the  Chi- 
nese Revolution  that  Trotsky  generalized 
his  theory  of  permanent  revolution,  which 
deepened  and  transcended  the  earlier 
debates  in  the  Cl,  as  pointed  out  by  one 
of  our  comrades  at  the  HM  conference. 
Trotsky  extended  the  model  of  the  Rus- 
sian Revolution,  wherein  the  Bolsheviks 
stood  in  complete  independence  from,  and 
fought  against,  the  bourgeois  liberals  and 
vied  for  (and  won)  the  allegiance  of  the 
poorest  peasants  and  the  oppressed  peo- 
ples by  championing  their  interests  in  the 
course  of  fighting  for  socialist  revolution. 

The  crass  pandering  by  the  reformists 
before  all  manner  of  nationalist  move- 
ments and  even  religious  reaction  was  on 
display  at  the  HM  session  on  Egypt, 
where  the  ISO’s  Ahmed  Shawki  was  one 
of  the  speakers.  A sharp  debate  took  place 
between  the  ICL  and  the  ISO  over  the 
pandering  to  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  by 
the  Egyptian  Revolutionary  Socialists, 
which  has  ties  to  both  the  ISO  and  the 
SWP.  Some  attendees  sympathized  with 
the  ISO/S WP  view,  arguing  that  the  Mus- 
lim Brotherhood  was  the  only  organization 
"big  enough  and  tough  enough"  to  chal- 
lenge the  Mubarak  dictatorship  and  that  it 
had  contradictions  that  leftists  could  exploit. 
Shawki  demagogically  railed  against  us 
for  holding  up  Trotsky  and  Lenin  to  "lec- 
ture" people  and  hailed  the  youth  of  the 
Muslim  Brotherhood  who  "physically  put 
themselves  out  there"  defending  Tahrir 
Square  and  "made  the  revolution." 

But  there  was  no  social  revolution  in 
Egypt,  nor  was  there  any  independent 
political  expression  of  the  working  class 
as  against  the  military,  religious  reac- 
tionaries and  bourgeoisie.  In  opposition 
to  the  ISO,  an  ICL  spokesman  defended 
permanent  revolution  and  argued  that 
the  "fundamentalists  are  precisely  those 
forces  that  represent  and  are  ideologically 
linked  to  the  ruling  class  in  every  way. 
but  also  they  are  the  mortal  enemies  of 
the  Copts,  of  women,  of  peasants  and  of 
the  organized  working  class  itself."  She 
continued:  “The  clearest  example  of  that 
is  Iran  in  1979,  where  all  the  [leftist]  sup- 
porters of  Khomeini  ended  up  killed  by 
Khomeini."  The  ISO’s  program  is  merely 
a recipe  to  keep  workers  and  the  oppressed 
under  the  neocolonial  yoke. 

As  the  philosopher  George  Santayana 
put  it,  “Those  who  cannot  remember  the 
past  are  condemned  to  repeat  it."  Social- 
ist revolution  remains  the  only  fundamen- 
tal solution  to  the  ills  of  our  time.  This 
is  still  the  epoch  of  imperialism — where 
finance  capital  holds  sway  and  a handful 
of  the  most  powerful  capitalist  countries 
dominate  the  globe — the  same  epoch  that 
gave  rise  to  WWI  and  the  Russian  Revo- 
lution. The  inability  of  capitalism  to  ful- 
fill even  the  minimal  needs  of  the  masses 
can  be  seen  in  the  revolts  in  Egypt  and 
Tunisia,  in  the  ravages  of  the  recession  on 
workers  and  the  downtrodden,  from  the 
U.S.  to  Greece  and  beyond.  The  struggle 
between  anti-Communist  revisionism  and 
revolutionary  Marxism  is  the  difference 
between  disappearing  the  lessons  of  the 
past  in  order  to  repeat  the  same  betrayals 
and  studying  the  past  to  point  the  road  to 
a victorious  outcome.  ■ 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
alternate  issues  in 
June,  July  and  August. 

Our  next  issue 
will  be  dated  August  31. 


1927  Shanghai  massacre,  marking  bloody  defeat  of  1925-27  Chinese  Revo- 
lution, was  prepared  by  CCP  liquidation  into  bourgeois-nationalist  Guomin- 
dang in  “anti-imperialist  united  front." 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


The  Black  Freedom  Struggle 
and  the  Comintern 


Presentation  at  Toronto  Conference 


We  print  below  with  his  permission 
the  presentation  of  Jacob  Zumoff,  an 
associate  of  the  Prometheus  Research 
Library,  at  the  Historical  Material- 
ism conference  in  Toronto  earlier  this 
year.  It  has  been  slightly  edited  for 
publication  by  the  author. 

In  1959,  James  P.  Cannon — a 
founder  of  the  American  Communist 
Party  (CP)  and  historic  leader  of 
American  Trotskyism — wrote  an 
article  called  “The  Russian  Revolution 
and  the  American  Negro  Movement."  He 
argued  "that  CP  policy  on  the  Negro 
question  got  its  initial  impulse  from  Mos- 
cow, and  also  that  all  further  elaborations 
of  this  policy,  up  to  and  including  the 
adoption  of  the  ‘self-determination’  slo- 
gan in  1928,  came  from  Moscow.” 

This  is  what  I want  to  talk  about  today. 
By  necessity,  I must  leave  out  rich  historic 
detail  in  such  a short  presentation  (much 
of  which  will  be  dealt  with  in  the  book  1 
am  writing  on  the  early  American  CP). 

I want  to  focus  on  how  the  Communist 
International  (Cl),  acting  upon  its  under- 
standing of  the  need  for  a revolutionary 
vanguard  party  derived  from  the  Bolshe- 
viks’ experience,  forcefully  intervened 
in  the  American  Communist  movement 
in  the  1920s.  The  Cl  called  for  a sharp 
break  with  the  traditional  “color-blind” 
approach  of  the  early  Socialist  movement 
in  the  U.S.  and  for  the  Communists  to 
place  the  fight  for  black  liberation  at  the 
center  of  their  work. 

The  tradition  of  the  American  Social- 
ist Party  (SP)  was  one  of  indifference  to 
black  oppression,  which  has  been  the 
bedrock  of  American  capitalism  since  its 
origins.  By  the  time  of  the  foundation  of 
the  CP  in  1919,  the  “Great  Migration”  of 
black  people  from  the  rural  South  to  the 
urban  North  was  well  underway.  Blacks 
were  becoming  an  important  component 
of  the  working  class,  making  the  fight 
against  black  oppression  more  strategic. 
Increasingly,  black  people  were  integrated 
into  industrial  capitalism  while  being 
forcibly  segregated  at  the  bottom  as  a 
race-color  caste.  World  War  I sped  up  this 
process.  Amid  a wave  of  racist  pogroms 
throughout  the  U.S. — most  spectacularly 
in  Chicago — a layer  of  black  radicals, 
the  so-called  “New  Negro  Movement,” 
refused  to  accept  the  murderous  violence, 
as  expressed  in  Claude  McKay’s  famous 
poem  “If  We  Must  Die”  (1919). 

In  this  period,  the  SP  did  nothing  to 
battle  black  oppression.  Some  right-wing 
Socialists,  like  Victor  Berger,  were  open 
racists.  Some  black  Socialists — most 
importantly  Hubert  Harrison — urged  the 


THE  KLAN  FORCES  US  TO  PROTECT 
OURSELVES! 

NEGROES!  Orgmaam  Undtr  tht  Shield  o/ 


THE  AFRICAN  BLOOD  BROTHERHOOD 


Cyril  V.  Briggs,  founder  of  African 
Blood  Brotherhood.  ABB  member- 
ship application  (above)  calls  for 
“immediate  protection  and  ultimate 
liberation  of  negroes  everywhere.” 


SP  to  address  racial  oppression.  But  its 
general  position  was  articulated  by  Eugene 
Debs:  “We  have  nothing  special  to  offer 
the  Negro,  and  we  cannot  make  separate 
appeals  to  all  the  races”  ( International 
Socialist  Review,  November  1903).  Most 
Socialists  were  not  racists,  and  Debs  was 
an  anti-racist.  His  hero  was  John  Brown, 
and  the  article  that  I quoted  is  an  eloquent 
attack  on  racial  segregation.  However, 
this  “color-blind”  position  dissolved  black 
oppression  into  class  oppression  and  sig- 
naled a refusal  to  make  fighting  against 
black  oppression  central  to  the  fight  for 
socialist  revolution.  Essentially,  the  posi- 
tion was  that  racism  would  be  solved 
through  socialist  revolution,  and  there 
was  no  need  to  address  it  specifically. 

After  the  left-wing  splits  from  the  SP 
in  the  summer  of  1919 — plural  because 
the  result  was  actually  two  Communist 
parties — the  Communist  movement  con- 
tinued this  color-blind  approach.  Com- 
munists at  times  denounced  racism  and 
called  for  working-class  unity,  but  there 
still  was  no  sense  that  fighting  for  black 
freedom  should  be  central  to  the  fight  for 
proletarian  revolution.  (There  was  only 
one  black  person  in  the  ranks  of  the  early 
Communist  Party:  Otto  Huiswoud,  who 
was  from  Dutch  Guiana.) 

In  contrast,  the  Bolsheviks  emphasized 
“special  oppression” — that  is,  oppression 
not  just  reducible  to  class  exploitation.  In 
What  Is  To  Be  Done?,  Lenin  argued  that 
the  revolutionary  party  must  be  a “trib- 
une of  the  people,”  fighting  against  all 
forms  of  oppression  and  linking  such  to 
the  struggle  for  proletarian  power.  In  Rus- 
sia, which  Lenin  called  a “prison  house  of 
peoples,”  this  meant  fighting  the  oppres- 
sion of  the  myriad  national  and  ethnic 
groups  by  Great  Russian  chauvinism.  In 
the  context  of  the  betrayal  of  international 
Social  Democracy — by  those  whom  Lenin 
called  the  social-chauvinists — during  the 
interimperialist  slaughter  of  WWI,  this 
meant  opposing  all  forms  of  support  to 
colonialism  and  imperialism. 

From  this  revolutionary  internationalist 
perspective,  the  Comintern  forced  Ameri- 
can Communists  to  take  up  what  was  then 
called  the  “Negro  question.”  At  the  Second 
Comintern  Congress  (1920),  Lenin  made 
John  Reed  give  a report  on  the  issue.  I 
went  through  Reed's  papers  at  Harvard 
University,  where  there  is  a note  stating 
that  Reed  would  have  preferred  to  speak 
on  the  trade-union  question,  but  Lenin 
insisted  that  the  report  on  black  oppres- 
sion was  “absolutely  necessary.” 

Early  Black  Communists 

Early  Soviet  Russia  was  a beacon  for 
the  oppressed.  The  anti-imperialist,  anti- 
chauvinist positions  of  the  Comintern 
attracted  black  militants.  Independent  of 
the  Communist  parties  in  the  U.S.,  a move- 
ment of  black  radicals  was  formed  from 
the  “New  Negro  Movement,”  many  of 
whom  were  black  Caribbean  immigrants 
with  few  illusions  in  racist  European 
imperialism  or  American  capitalism.  The 
most  notable  of  these  radicals  were  in  a 
group,  the  African  Blood  Brotherhood 
(ABB),  to  which  most  of  the  early  black 
Communists  belonged. 

The  ABB  did  not  originate  as  a social- 
ist group  but  rather  embraced  a contradic- 
tory mixture  of  race-centered,  pro-labor 
positions.  Some  of  its  members,  such  as 
Richard  B.  Moore,  Wilfred  A.  Domingo 
and  Grace  P.  Campbell,  had  been  active 
in  the  SP  in  Harlem  and  remained  active 


in  the  SP  after  the  Left-Wing  split  in  1919. 
The  leader  of  the  ABB,  Cyril  V.  Briggs, 
was  a journalist  who  was  not  a social- 
ist. But  he  had  become  politicized  by  the 
hypocrisy  of  U.S.  imperialism  pontificat- 
ing about  “self-determination”  in  WWI  as 
blacks  were  lynched  in  America. 

By  itself,  the  early  CP  would  not  and 
could  not  have  recruited  the  ABB.  How- 
ever, the  anti-imperialism  of  the  Comin- 
tern attracted  such  black  radicals,  and  by 
1921  most  of  the  Harlem  leadership  of  the 
ABB  had  joined  the  Communist  Party.  It 
is  important  to  underline  that  they  joined 
the  American  CP  because  it  was  the  rep- 
resentative of  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional in  the  U.S. 


I am  going  to  have  to  gloss  over  the 
details  of  Communist  activity  over  the 
next  decade.  However,  it  can  be  summed 
up  by  noting  that  the  leadership  of  the 
CP  dragged  its  feet  in  making  the  fight 
against  black  oppression  central  to  its 
work,  the  black  Communists  complained 
to  the  Comintern  and  the  Comintern 
fought  to  make  the  party  address  the 
issue.  The  Cl  had  to  wage  an  implacable 
struggle  against  the  social-democratic 
approach  inherited  by  the  Communists. 

The  Fourth  Congress  of  the  Comintern 
(1922)  is  a key  signpost.  The  American 
CP  had  two  black  representatives:  Huis- 
woud, who  was  the  official  delegate,  and 
McKay,  who  despite  CP  opposition  man- 
aged to  be  seated  as  a fraternal  delegate. 
John  Riddell’s  valuable  new  book  on 
the  Congress — which  I recommend  that 
people  read — contains  the  session  on  the 
U.S.  black  question,  the  first  time  it  had 
been  discussed  at  length  at  a Cl  meeting. 
After  the  Congress,  McKay  stayed  in  Rus- 
sia. Trotsky  commissioned  him  to  write 
a short  study  of  black  oppression  in  the 
U.S.,  Negroes  in  America.  McKay  was 
harshly  critical  of  the  American  CP  for 
neglecting  the  fight  for  black  liberation. 
He  criticized  it  for  dropping  its  demand 
for  full  "social  equality”  for  blacks.  Sig- 
nificantly, the  CP  never  published  this 
book,  and  it  was  not  published  in  English 
until  the  1970s  when  it  was  discovered  in 
the  Russian-language  division  of  the  New 
York  Public  Library. 

The  next  period  includes  several  at- 
tempts by  the  American  party  to  address 
the  black  question,  including  the  founding 
of  the  American  Negro  Labor  Congress 
in  1925.  It  was  to  be  turned  into  a black 
transitional  organization,  in  line  with  the 
Comintern’s  recognition  of  the  need  for 
special  organizational  forms  to  draw  spe- 
cially oppressed  segments  of  the  popu- 
lation into  the  revolutionary  movement. 
But  these  attempts  were  not  particularly 
successful.  To  some  degree,  this  outcome 
was  a reflection  of  the  internecine  fac- 
tionalism that  wracked  the  party  in  this 


period.  It  also  showed  that  the  party 
leadership  still  did  not  get  the  impor- 
tance of  the  Fight  for  black  liberation. 

The  Sixth  Congress  and 
“Self-Determination” 

By  the  mid  1920s,  the  Cl  was  not 
the  revolutionary  organization  it  had 
been  under  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  The 
pressure  of  imperialist  encirclement, 
the  devastation  of  the  Russian  work- 
ing class  in  the  Civil  War,  the  defeat  of 
post-1917  revolutionary  uprisings  and 
the  lengthy  isolation  of  the  workers 
state  issuing  out  of  the  Russian  Revolu- 
tion enabled  a bureaucratic  layer  headed 
by  Stalin  to  usurp  power  in  a political 
counterrevolution  in  1923-24.  Instead  of 
the  Bolshevik  program  of  world  revo- 
lution, the  Comintern  adopted  Stalin’s 
anti-Marxist  theory  of  “socialism  in  one 
country"  at  its  Sixth  Congress. 

In  1928,  the  Comintern  decreed  the  so- 
called  “black  belt"  theory,  which  claimed 
that  the  black  population  in  the  American 
South  was  a nation  and  that  the  key  task 
was  to  fight  for  "black  self-determination.” 
This  so-called  “theory”  flew  in  the  face 


of  reality  and  was  initially  opposed  by 
most  black  Communists.  I do  not  have 
time  to  go  into  the  origin  of  this  theory, 
except  to  say  that  it  was  part  of  the  Stalin- 
ist degeneration  of  the  Comintern. 

In  the  late  1920s  and  early  1930s,  the 
Communist  Party  carried  out  valuable 
and  dangerous  work  in  the  fight  for  black 
liberation.  Its  activities  included  organiz- 
ing sharecroppers  in  the  South,  fighting 
for  the  freedom  of  the  Scottsboro  Boys, 
organizing  integrated  unions  and  organ- 
izing tenants  in  Harlem.  This  work  was 
done  despite  the  Stalinist  degeneration  of 
the  CP  and  despite  the  black  belt  theory. 
However,  as  Cannon  stressed  in  the  essay 
I quoted  at  the  beginning  of  my  presenta- 
tion, the  CP  became  known  for  its  stand 
in  fighting  for  black  rights  because  of  the 
repeated  intervention  of  the  Comintern 
into  the  American  party.  ■ 
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Immigration... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

American  should  ever  live  under  a cloud 
of  suspicion  just  because  of  what  they 
look  like,"  such  racial  profiling  is  the 
foundation  of  the  “Secure  Communities” 
program.  His  administration  has  declared 
it  mandatory  for  all  states  despite  opposi- 
tion from  several  city  and  state  govern- 
ments, which  are  mainly  concerned  that 
the  program  discourages  immigrants  from 
cooperating  with  the  cops  in  their  “anti- 
gang" roundups  in  the  barrios  and  ghet- 
tos. Officials  in  some  depressed  cities  are 
also  trying  to  woo  immigrants  to  repopu- 
late their  decaying  urban  centers  and  help 
refill  tax  coffers.  At  the  same  time,  the 
racial  profiling  of  black  people,  brown- 
skinned people  of  Near  Eastern  descent 
and  other  minorities  is  a daily  reality  in 
cities  across  the  country  under  the  “war 
on  drugs”  and  the  “war  on  terror,”  which 
have  been  avidly  pursued  by  the  Obama 
White  House. 

The  Dream  Act  and 
“Immigration  Reform” 

Many  commentators  described  the 
policy  directive  announced  by  Obama  as 
"Dream  Act  lite.”  Although  shot  down 
by  Republicans  in  Congress  in  2010,  the 
Dream  Act  would  have  allowed  immi- 
grant youth  to  petition  for  permanent 
residency  in  the  U.S.  after  completing 
two  years  of  college  or  military  service. 
The  Dream  Act’s  main  beneficiary  would 
have  been  the  military,  as  the  ability  of 
most  of  these  largely  impoverished  youth 
to  pay  tuition  fees  is  little  to  none. 

In  fact,  the  Pentagon  was  salivating 
over  the  possibility  of  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands of  new  recruits,  press-ganged  into 
serving  as  enforcers  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism’s occupations,  military  adventures 
and  other  depredations  against  the  peo- 
ples of  the  world.  As  revolutionary  oppo- 
nents of  imperialist  militarism,  the  Spar- 
tacist  League  and  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs 
opposed  the  Dream  Act.  We  say:  Not  one 
man  or  woman,  not  one  penny  for  the 
imperialist  military!  For  full  citizenship 
rights  for  all  immigrants!  We  also  fight 
for  free  higher  education  for  all — native- 
born  and  immigrant,  documented  or  not. 

Mass  migration  from  the  neocolonial 
world  is  caused  above  all  by  the  eco- 
nomic plundering  as  well  as  military 
devastation  of  those  countries  by  the 
U.S.  and  other  imperialist  powers.  The 
capitalist-imperialist  rulers  see  in  immi- 
grant workers  a pool  of  labor  to  be  bru- 
tally exploited  and  deprived  of  the  most 
fundamental  rights.  Historically,  Mexico 
has  been  one  of  the  primary  reservoirs 
of  such  labor  for  American  capitalism. 
The  recent  slowdown  in  border  crossings 
comes  after  four  decades  of  sharp  growth 
in  immigration  from  Mexico,  which  was 
boosted  by  the  implementation  of  the 
NAFTA  agreement  in  1994.  This  “free 
trade”  rape  of  Mexico  propelled  a mas- 
sive influx  of  poor  rural  workers,  peas- 
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Houston,  July  11:  Hundreds  of  over- 
whelmingly Latina  women  janitors  are 
on  strike  against  attacks  on  wages 
and  medical  benefits. 

ants  and  others  into  the  U.S.  Currently, 
about  10  percent  of  the  population  of 
Mexico  lives  in  this  country. 

Most  of  these  immigrants  toil  long 
hours  in  hard  and  dangerous  jobs  in 
agribusiness  and  other  industries.  With 
the  weakening  of  the  unions  and  driving 
down  of  wages  and  conditions,  immigrant 
workers  have  increasingly  filled  positions 
in  the  slaughterhouses,  in  trucking  at  the 
ports  and  in  the  warehouses  of  Wal-Mart 
and  other  companies.  Even  as  union  mem- 
bership in  the  U.S.  continues  to  decline, 
immigrants  make  up  an  ever-larger  share 
of  organized  workers  in  this  country. 

The  global  economic  crisis  and  its  at- 
tendant soaring  unemployment  have  only 
exacerbated  anti-immigrant  attacks  world- 
wide. But  while  right-wing  Republicans 
rave  on  about  running  all  “illegals”  out 
of  the  country,  such  is  not  the  perspective 
of  the  majority  of  the  American  bourgeoi- 
sie, which  wants  to  preserve  this  critical 
source  of  cheap  labor  in  order  to  ratchet  up 
the  rate  of  profit  through  the  increasingly 
brutal  exploitation  of  all  workers.  The 
“immigration  reform"  programs  pushed 
by  the  Bush  and  Obama  administrations 
alike  have  aimed  to  further  the  capacity 
of  the  bourgeoisie  to  exploit  immigrant 
labor.  Deportations,  “desktop  raids,”  fin- 
gerprinting by  local  cops,  “guest  worker” 
programs  that  amount  to  indentured  ser- 
vitude are  meant  to  ensure  a vulnerable 
workforce  for  employers  when  needed 
and  to  get  rid  of  it  when  not. 

The  Capitalists’  Labor 
Lieutenants 

Obama  packages  his  “desktop  raids”  as 
targeting  companies  “who  are  using  illegal 
workers  to  drive  down  wages,”  an  appeal  to 
the  chauvinist  AFL-CIO  trade-union  mis- 
leaders  who  scream  that  immigrants  are 


stealing  “American  jobs.”  But  as  journal- 
ist David  Bacon  pointed  out  last  Novem- 
ber in  a report  titled  “Displaced.  Unequal 
and  Criminalized”: 

"The  DHS  workplace  enforcement  wave 
is  focusing,  not  on  low-wage  employers, 
but  on  high-wage,  and  often  unionized 
ones.  There  is  a long  history  of  anti-union 
animus  among  immigration  authorities. 
Agents  have  set  up  roadblocks  before 
union  elections  in  California  fields,  con- 
ducted raids  during  meatpacking  orga- 
nizing drives  in  North  Carolina  and  Iowa, 
audited  janitorial  employers  and  airline 
food  plants  prior  to  union  contract  nego- 
tiations, and  helped  companies  terminate 
close  to  a thousand  apple  pickers  when 
they  tried  to  join  the  Teamsters  Union  in 
Washington  state." 

Earlier  this  spring,  ten  days  after  Paler- 
mo’s Pizza  factory  workers  in  Milwaukee 
submitted  a petition  for  union  recogni- 
tion, nearly  90  were  fired  for  not  having 
papers.  In  protest,  workers  have  been  on 
strike  since  June  1. 

Defense  of  immigrant  rights  is  crucial 
in  the  fight  to  revitalize  the  unions.  But 
far  from  waging  any  such  struggle,  the 
trade-union  tops  embrace  the  "immigra- 
tion reform”  programs  of  the  capitalist 
rulers.  In  its  "Principles  for  Comprehen- 
sive Immigration  Reform,”  the  Service 
Employees  International  Union  (SEIU), 
many  of  whose  2.1  million  members  are 
immigrants,  calls  for  regulating  work 
visas  for  immigrants  in  line  with  "the 
needs  of  our  economy" — i.e.,  the  profit- 
ability of  American  capitalism.  Labor  is 
on  the  ropes  today  in  large  part  because 


the  union  bureaucracy  has  for  decades 
subordinated  the  interests  of  workers  to 
the  bosses’  pursuit  of  profit.  This  has  also 
served  to  further  fuel  the  racial  and  eth- 
nic hostilities  that  have  grievously  under- 
mined the  fighting  capacity  of  the  work- 
ing class. 

In  Houston,  overwhelmingly  Latina 
women  janitors  organized  by  SEIU  Local 
1 are  on  strike  against  contractors  who 
are  determined  to  enforce  poverty-level 
wages  and  revoke  medical  benefits  and 
now  threaten  to  fire  strikers.  Following  a 
monthlong  strike  in  2006,  these  janitors 
won  union  recognition  as  well  as  higher 
wages  and  some  health  care  coverage. 
Reporting  on  what  was  the  first  vic- 
tory for  the  SEIU’s  "Justice  for  Janitors” 
campaign  in  the  “right  to  work"  South, 
a Washington  Post  (21  November  2006) 
article  quoted  a company  labor  relations 
consultant  raving  that  “they’ll  wave  this 
victory  in  the  faces  of  the  next  people 
and  just  keep  going....  It’s  going  to  be  like 
when  Sherman  marched  through  Atlanta." 
Would  that  it  were  true.  Instead,  many  of 
the  gains  the  janitors  made  were  rolled 
back,  sparking  the  current  battle. 

A campaign  to  organize  the  open  shop 
South — where  historically  the  racial  op- 
pression of  black  people  has  been  used 
to  divide  workers  and  keep  unions  out — 
calls  for  a labor  leadership  that  champions 
the  cause  of  black  freedom  and  demands 
full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants. 
Such  a leadership  would  seek  to  mobilize 
the  social  power  of  labor  independently 
of  the  political  parties  and  agencies  of 
the  capitalist  class  enemy.  There  will  be 
no  effective  resistance  to  the  mounting 


immiseration  of  the  working  class  with- 
out the  unity  in  struggle  of  the  integrated 
labor  movement  and  the  black  and  Latino 
poor.  What  is  needed  is  a labor-centered 
fight  against  deportations  and  workplace 
raids  and  a drive  to  bring  immigrant 
workers  into  the  unions  with  full  rights 
and  protections.  Such  battles  would  pose 
pointblank  the  need  to  oust  the  union  mis- 
leaders  who  subordinate  the  interests  of 
labor  to  the  profitability  of  its  capitalist 
exploiters  and  replace  them  with  a class- 
struggle  leadership. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Internationalist  Workers  Party! 

Shortly  after  Obama’s  "reprieve”  an- 
nouncement. the  International  Socialist 
Organization  (ISO)  issued  an  editorial 
“Has  the  DREAM  Come  True?”  in  Social- 
ist Worker  (20  June),  cautioning  that  "sup- 
porters of  immigrant  rights  can’t  count  on 
Barack  Obama,”  as  if  it  were  some  kind 
of  revelation.  (Of  course,  it  is  for  these 
reformists,  who  joined  in  celebrating 
Obama’s  2008  election  as  Commander-in- 
Chief  of  U.S.  imperialism.)  But  the  ISO 
has  hardly  given  up  on  the  "dream,"  con- 
cluding: “The  energies  of  activists  need 
to  be  focused  on  building  an  independent 
grassroots  movement — which,  after  all,  is 
what  forced  the  issue  of  immigrant  rights 
into  mainstream  political  discussion  over 
the  past  several  years — and  contributed  to 
the  pressure  on  Obama  to  take  the  steps, 
real  but  limited,  that  he  did  last  week.” 


The  notion  that  the  bourgeoisie,  at 
least  as  represented  by  the  Democratic 
Party,  can  be  pressured  to  come  up  with 
a supposedly  fair  immigration  policy  is  a 
pipedream  worthy  of  such  reformists.  In 
the  name  of  “socialism,”  the  ISO  merely 
aims  to  ameliorate  the  increasingly  des- 
perate conditions  of  life  for  the  working 
class,  the  poor,  black  people  and  immi- 
grants within  the  confines  of  the  capital- 
ist system.  As  Marxists,  we  do  not  seek 
to  advise  the  bourgeoisie  on  an  alterna- 
tive immigration  policy,  which  would 
necessarily  mean  accepting  the  param- 
eters of  a system  predicated  on  exploita- 
tion and  oppression. 

Our  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants  is  part  of  our  struggle  to 
advance  the  class  consciousness  and  soli- 
darity of  the  multiracial  working  class. 
The  aim  of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S.  is 
to  forge  the  revolutionary  workers  party 
that  is  necessary  to  lead  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  in  sweeping  away  capitalist 
class  rule  and  liberating  humanity  from 
exploitation,  racial  oppression,  poverty 
and  war.  Immigrant  workers  provide  a 
critical  human  bridge  between  workers 
in  the  U.S.  and  their  class  brothers  and 
sisters  throughout  the  world.  With  our 
comrades  of  the  Grupo  Espartaquista 
de  Mexico,  we  fight  for  socialist  revolu- 
tion on  both  sides  of  the  Rio  Grande/Rio 
Bravo,  following  the  watchword  that  Karl 
Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  wrote  more 
than  150  years  ago  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto:  “The  proletarians  have  noth- 
ing to  lose  but  their  chains.  They  have  a 
world  to  win.  Working  men  of  all  coun- 
tries unite!"  ■ 


SPARTACIST  LEAGUE/U.S. 

Local  Directory  and  Public  Offices 


Web  site:  www.icl-fi.org  • E-mail  address:  vanguard@tiac.net 
National  Office:  Box  1377  GEO,  New  York,  NY  10116,  (212)  732-7860 


Chicago 

Box  6441.  Main  PO,  Chicago,  IL  60680,  (312)  563-0441 

chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 

Public  Office:  1st  Sat.  of  every  month,  2-5  p.m.,  and  by 

appointment.  222  S.  Morgan  (Buzzer  23) 

Los  Angeles 

Box  29574,  Los  Feliz  Sta.,  Los  Angeles.  CA  90029.  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@sbcglobal.net 

Public  Office:  Sat.  2-5  p.m.,  3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 

New  York 

Box  3381,  Church  St.  Sta.,  New  York,  NY  10008,  (212)  267-1025 
nysl@tiac.net 

Public  Office:  1st  and  3rd  Sat.  of  every  month.  1-4  p.m.,  and  by 
appointment,  299  Broadway,  Suite  318 

Oakland 

Box  29497.  Oakland.  CA  94604,  (510)  839-0851 
slbayarea@sbcglobal.net 

Public  Office:  Sat.  1-5  p.m.,  1634  Telegraph,  3rd  Floor 

TROTSKYIST  LEA6UE  OF  CANADA/UGUE  TROTSKYSTE  DU  CANADA 


Toronto  Box  7198.  Station  A.  Toronto,  ON  M5W  1X8,  (416)  593-4138 

spartcan@on.aibn.com 

Vancouver  Box  2717,  Main  P.O.,  Vancouver.  BC  V6B  3X2,  (604)  687-0353 
\ trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 


Phoenix:  Protest  against  Arizona's  anti-immigrant,  apartheid-style  law  that 
empowers  cops  to  question  and  detain  anyone  suspected  of  beinq  “illeqal  ’’ 
April  2010.  ’ 
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Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Walker  later  won  his  recall  election. 

The  hidebound  AFL-CIO  bureaucrats 
are  old  hands  at  subordinating  the  inter- 
ests of  workers  to  those  of  the  capitalist 
rulers,  most  often  expressed  through  sup- 
port to  the  Democratic  Party.  Contrary  to 
popular  perception,  CTU  President  Karen 
Lewis  and  Vice  President  Jesse  Sharkey, 
whose  Caucus  of  Rank-and-File  Educa- 
tors (CORE)  swept  union  elections  two 
years  ago,  are  cut  from  the  same  cloth.  A 
"grassroots  opposition"  within  the  union 
that  is  open  to  parents  and  community 
members,  CORE  promised  to  build  a “dif- 
ferent kind  of  union”  when  it  was  formed 
in  2008  to  much  fanfare  from  the  reform- 
ist left.  Since  taking  office,  CORE  mem- 
bers have  mobilized  teachers  for  school 
board  meetings  and  demonstrations,  giv- 
ing the  regime  a facade  of  militancy. 

But  behind  the  rallies  and  sound  bites 
describing  the  abject  poverty  that  plagues 
many  CPS  students  lurks  the  same  old 
class  collaborationism.  Acting  every  bit 
the  labor  statesman  for  the  capitalist  gov- 
ernment, Lewis  willingly  signed  off  on 
the  final  version  of  SB7.  This  bill  man- 
dated a longer  school  day  and  longer  year 
without  a pay  raise  for  union  members 
and  contained  various  measures  making 
it  more  difficult  to  strike.  Among  them  is 
the  stipulation  that  75  percent  of  the  entire 
union  membership  must  vote  in  favor  of 
strike  authorization  for  it  to  be  valid,  with 
ballots  not  cast  counted  as  "no”  votes.  (By 
this  standard,  you  can  probably  count  on 
one  finger  how  many  bourgeois  politi- 
cians would  make  it  into  office.)  SB7  is  a 
stacked  deck  against  the  union.  A promi- 
nent school  board  backer  even  opined  that 
it  would  “basically  end  collective  bargain- 
ing rights  in  Chicago  as  we  know  it.” 

In  a letter  to  the  membership  following 
her  approval  of  the  bill,  Lewis  lamented: 
“Everyone  at  the  table  swallowed  more 
than  one  bitter  pill”  To  hell  with  swal- 
lowing the  "bitter  pill”!  When  you  only 
play  by  the  bosses'  rules,  you  tie  your 
own  hands.  The  benefits  that  members 
of  the  CTU  have  today  are  a product  of 
bitter  struggle  and  several  strikes,  and  it 
is  going  to  take  real  class  struggle  by  the 
unions  to  reverse  their  decades  of  decline. 
Hard-fought  union  action  now  could 
well  provide  a springboard  for  a drive  to 
unionize  the  charter  schools  that  repre- 


Sharon  Schmidt/Substance  News 


CTU  president  Karen  Lewis  and  Jesse 
Jackson  at  Operation  PUSH  meeting, 
Chicago,  February  25. 

sent  a direct  assault  on  teachers  unions. 

CORE  leaders  are  no  strangers  to  sup- 
porting the  political  representatives  of  the 
class  enemy.  In  a 4 August  2010  interview 
with  the  "Real  News  Network”  Web  site, 
Lewis  referred  to  Obama  as  her  “guy”  in 
the  same  breath  that  she  derided  his  "Race 
to  the  Top”  education  program.  Under 
the  leadership  of  CORE,  the  CTU  has 
endorsed  numerous  Democrats,  such  as 
Pat  Quinn  for  governor,  and  thrown  away 
nearly  $200,000  to  elect  them.  Since  1989, 
the  American  Federation  of  Teachers 
and  the  National  Education  Association 
together  have  poured  over  $76  million  of 
union  dues  into  Democratic  Party  coffers. 

The  problem  with  the  Democrats  is  not 
just  one  of  particular  policy.  Rahm  Eman- 
uel is  no  loose  cannon.  The  Democrats,  no 
less  than  the  Republicans,  represent  the 
interests  of  big  business.  They  just  appeal 
to  a different  constituency,  using  different 
rhetoric.  The  particular  role  of  the  Demo- 
crats in  American  bourgeois  politics  is  to 
tie  the  aspirations  of  the  working  class 
and  oppressed  black  and  Latino  masses  to 
this  rotten  capitalist  system,  all  the  better 
to  stab  them  in  the  back  when  it  counts. 

Take  Jesse  Jackson  Sr.,  with  whom 
Lewis  is  closely  aligned.  Over  the  years, 
he  has  specialized  in  dousing  the  embers 
of  social  and  class  struggle.  In  fact.  Jack- 
son  sabotaged  the  CTU  during  its  strikes 
in  1973  and  again  in  1983  when  his 
Operation  PUSH  organized  scab  schools. 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  6) 


two-tier  "youth  wage  subsidy”  scheme  and 
"regulation"  of  parasitic  labour  brokers). 

Such  anti-union  demagogy  is  something 
which  a populist  of  Malema’s  ilk  would  no 
doubt  take  to  new  heights  as  ANC  leader. 
Malema  has  already  provided  glimpses  of 
this,  at  times  displaying  the  virulent  anti- 
communism which  is  an  integral  part  of  his 


Mil.  PAN,  PHD.  PANAl: 
tNInguna  opcion  para  eiplotadm  y oprl 


iNi  un  voto  a los 
paftidosb  urg  u eses ! 


AMU):  Caudillo  populisla  del  capital 
»Forjar  un  partldo  obrero! 


Publication  of  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico 

No.  35,  June  2012,  $.50  (32  pages) 
Subscription:  $2  for  4 issues 

(includes  Spanish-language  Sparlacist) 

Order  from/make  checks  payable  to: 

Spartacist  Publishing  Co. 

Box  1 377  GPO.  New  York,  NY  1 01 1 6 


brand  of  "narrow  Africanist"  nationalism. 
For  example,  after  being  booed  at  a con- 
ference of  the  Young  Communist  League 
in  December  2009,  Malema  lashed  out: 
“There  is  everything  wrong  with  the  com- 
munists trying  to  take  over  the  ANC.”  As 
usual.  Malema’s  anti-communism  goes 
along  with  the  most  reactionary  social 
backwardness,  including  disgusting  anti- 
woman bigotry.  For  example,  Malema  has 
recently  joined  in  the  "shower  man”  song 
and  dance  ridiculing  Zuma  for  his  igno- 
rant and  dangerous  statement  that  he  had 
taken  a shower  to  prevent  HIV  infection. 
But  during  the  2007  rape  trial  where  Zuma 
made  that  statement,  Malema  stood  out  as 
one  of  Zuma’s  biggest  supporters,  includ- 
ing making  disgusting  apologies  for  rape. 

In  the  course  of  the  class  struggle,  the 
working  class  must  be  broken  from  its  cur- 
rent, treacherous  leadership  and  learn  to 
trust  only  its  own  revolutionary  strength. 
Our  aim  is  to  build  a vanguard  party 
of  the  working  class — the  only  class  in 
modern  society  which  is  capable  of  lead- 
ing the  revolutionary  struggle  necessary 
for  genuine  national  emancipation,  for 
women’s  liberation  from  hideous  patri- 
archal oppression,  for  social  and  tech- 
nological progress  needed  to  overcome 
backwardness  and  superstition.  A Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  would  intervene  to  pro- 
vide uncompromising,  class-struggle  lead- 
ership to  the  countless  struggles  of  the 
proletariat  and  other  oppressed  layers  for 
their  immediate,  burning  needs,  linking 
these  struggles  together  and  pointing  the 
way  to  the  necessary  conclusion  of  over- 
throwing the  rotten  capitalist  system 
through  workers  revolution.  ■ 


In  1980,  he  gave  the  same  treatment  to 
Chicago  firefighters  during  their  strike 
when  he  unsuccessfully  tried  to  get  black 
firefighters  to  scab  on  their  white  union 
brothers.  And  in  2000,  Jackson  was  key  in 
scuttling  a transit  strike  in  Los  Angeles. 
Some  “friend"  of  labor! 

Among  CORE’S  most  laudatory  and 
uncritical  supporters  is  the  reformist  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO), 
whose  supporters  are  active  in  CORE. 
Union  VP  Sharkey  is  himself  a longtime 
contributing  writer  for  the  ISO's  newspa- 
per. Socialist  Worker.  In  a 12  June  inter- 
view on  the  CBS2  Morning  News  follow- 
ing the  strike  authorization  vote.  Sharkey 
stated:  “What  every  teacher  understood 
is  that  this  was  never  a vote  about  strik- 
ing. This  was  a vote  to  essentially  give  the 
union  the  bargaining  power  to  try  to  nego- 
tiate a fair  contract  over  the  course  of  the 
summer."  Such  timeworn  overtures  to  the 
bosses  are  commonplaces  for  run-of-the- 
mill  union  bureaucrats  intent  on  defusing 
class  struggle. 

For  such  reformists,  union  struggle  is  to 
be  considered  only  within  the  parameters 
permitted  by  the  capitalist  rulers.  A Social- 
ist Worker  article  headlined  “How  Can  the 
Chicago  Teachers  Union  Win?"  (26  June) 
laments  that  other  school  unions  "are  con- 
tractually obligated  to  cross  CTU  picket 
lines”  without  a word  of  the  need  to  defy 
such  "obligations.”  This  article  derides 
SB7  but  assiduously  avoids  mentioning 
the  CORE  bureaucracy’s  endorsement  of 
the  bill  or  its  support  to  Democratic  Party 
politicians.  At  the  time  of  the  showdown 
in  Wisconsin,  the  ISO  disparaged  the  call 
for  a statewide  strike  as  “unlikely  to  get 
very  far."  Indeed,  in  the  view  of  the  ISO. 
the  entire  purpose  of  labor  protest  is  to 
pressure  the  Democrats  to  "fight"  for  a 
few  more  crumbs  for  working  people. 

What  is  needed  is  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership of  the  unions — one  based  on  the 
understanding  that  the  interests  of  work- 
ing people  and  the  oppressed  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  those  of  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers. The  woeful  state  of  public  education 
in  this  country  is  a searing  indictment 
of  racist  capitalist  America  with  its  deep 
class  divisions.  The  capitalist  rulers  have 
relegated  ghetto  and  barrio  youth  to  menial 
jobs,  to  the  armed  forces  or  to  a life  behind 


bars.  As  such,  they  have  no  interest  in 
spending  the  money  to  upgrade  schools  in 
the  inner  city  or  pay  teachers  union  wages 
to  educate  these  kids.  The  stark  reality  is 
that  these  schools  arc  overwhelmingly 
segregated  and  becoming  little  more  than 
holding  pens.  In  a sign  of  the  times,  the 
money  earmarked  for  the  teachers’  raise 
that  Emanuel  canceled  was  handed  out  to 
the  Chicago  Police  instead  to  pay  for  more 
cops  to  patrol  school  hallways. 

The  Chicago  Tribune  has  published  a 
barrage  of  anti-union  articles  and  editori- 
als. bemoaning  the  fact  that  there  suppos- 
edly is  no  money  in  the  tight  city  budget 
to  pay  teachers  and  imploring  the  CTU  to 
be  "reasonable."  Expecting  compensation 
for  a longer  workday  is  not  unreasonable. 
But  at  issue  is  not  just  fighting  a pay  cut. 
Teachers  work  in  overcrowded,  under- 
funded classrooms  and  spend  countless 
hours  planning  lessons  and  grading  papers 
at  home.  The  solution  is  to  hire  many  more 
teachers,  reduce  class  sizes  and  fully  fund 
all  the  schools. 

The  problem  is  not  that  such  demands 
are  “unreasonable”  but  rather  the  anar- 
chic capitalist  profit  system  itself.  In  their 
drive  for  ever  greater  profits,  the  capital- 
ists have  run  industry,  schools,  hospitals 
and  vital  infrastructure  into  the  ground. 
Untold  numbers  of  workers  have  been 
thrown  onto  the  scrap  heap  as  the  econ- 
omy continues  to  falter.  As  Leon  Trotsky, 
co-leader  of  the  1917  Russian  Revolution, 
stated:  “If  capitalism  is  incapable  of  satis- 
fying the  demands  inevitably  arising  from 
the  calamities  generated  by  itself,  then  let 
it  perish.  ‘Realizability’  or  ‘unrealizibil- 
ity’  is  in  the  given  instance  a question  of 
the  relationship  of  forces,  which  can  be 
decided  only  by  the  struggle.” 

The  money  and  resources  exist  to  pro- 
vide quality,  integrated  education  for  all 
but  to  seize  that  wealth  requires  breaking 
the  bourgeoisie’s  hold  on  power.  Working 
people  need  a party  that  fights  for  their 
class  interests,  a multiracial  revolutionary 
workers  party,  independent  from  all  par- 
ties of  capital.  The  Spartacist  League  is 
committed  to  building  the  party  that  will 
lead  all  of  the  exploited  and  oppressed  in 
the  struggle  to  sweep  away  this  decaying 
capitalist  system  and  establish  an  egalitar- 
ian socialist  society.  ■ 


FOR  MASS 
LABOR  PROTEST 
AGAINST  RACIST 
COP  TERROR1 
MANUEL  DIAZ 
OSCAR  GRANT- 
WE  WILL 
NOT  FORGET! 
SPARTAClST/SfC 


WV  Photo,  Orange  County  Register  (inset) 

Anaheim  protest  against  cop  killing  of  Manuel  Diaz  (inset),  July  24. 


Anaheim... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

defense  of  the  interests  of  the  capitalists. 
Civilian  review  boards  have  been  around 
in  this  country  since  the  first  one  was  set 
up  in  Berkeley  in  the  early  1970s.  Today, 
according  to  government  estimates,  there 
are  about  100  of  them  in  cities  across  the 
country.  Of  course,  that  has  done  noth- 
ing to  stop  cops  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios 
from  blowing  away  blacks.  Latinos  and 
others  with  virtual  impunity. 

Placards  at  the  Anaheim  protests  by 
the  reformist  Party  for  Socialism  and  Lib- 
eration called  to  "Jail  Killer  Cops!"  This 
demand  helps  to  channel  anger  over  cop 
terror  right  back  into  the  very  "justice" 
system  that  upholds  its  monopoly  of  vio- 
lence in  every  way.  On  the  rare  occasions 
when  the  rulers  find  it  necessary  to  pun- 
ish one  of  their  murderous  gendarmes,  the 


aim  is  to  refurbish  the  image  of  the  state 
and  its  armed  bodies  of  men  in  order  to 
make  it  more  effective.  That  is  the  goal 
of  the  investigation  by  the  U.S.  Attorney 
of  the  killings  of  Diaz  and  Acevedo  that 
was  announced  last  week,  which  was 
requested  by  both  the  Anaheim  city  coun- 
cil and  the  Republican  mayor. 

Anger  burns  in  the  ghettos  and  barrios 
all  over  this  country.  But  to  effect  any 
fundamental  change,  it  must  be  linked  to 
the  social  power  of  the  multiracial  work- 
ing class,  mobilized  in  class-struggle 
opposition  to  the  capitalist  state  and  all  of 
its  political  parties.  There  will  be  no  end 
to  police  terror  short  of  the  destruction 
of  this  system  of  exploitation  and  oppres- 
sion— which  is  what  the  cops  truly  "serve 
and  protect.”  Our  purpose  is  to  build  the 
revolutionary  workers  party  that  can  lead 
the  fight  for  a socialist  America.  Only 
then  will  there  be  justice  for  working 
people  and  the  oppressed.  ■ 


3 AUGUST  2012 
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Democratic  Mayor  Emanuel  Out  to  Gut  CTU 

Chicago  Teachers:  Strike  to  Win! 


Reuters 


Thousands  of  Chicago  teachers  flood  downtown  streets,  chanting  "Strike!” 
after  union  rally,  May  23. 


CHICAGO — Ever  since  Rahm  Emanuel 
stepped  down  as  Barack  Obama’s  chief 
of  staff  to  become  mayor  of  "Segregation 
City,"  he  has  been  hell-bent  on  crippling 
the  Chicago  Teachers  Union  (CTU).  In 
an  early  salvo  last  August,  this  arrogant 
Democrat  unilaterally  canceled  a pay 
raise  for  teachers.  Well  before  the  union 
contract  expired  at  the  end  of  June,  Eman- 
uel and  Chicago  Public  Schools  (CPS) 
CEO  Jean-Claude  Brizard  were  beating 
the  drum  for  a 20  percent  longer  day  and 
two-week  longer  year  in  return  for  a pal- 
try 2 percent  wage  increase.  City  Hall 
also  wants  to  impose  a "merit"  pay  system 
in  place  of  one  based  on  seniority,  cost  of 
living  and  teachers’  continuing  education. 

Not  about  to  be  steamrolled,  thousands 
of  incensed  teachers  and  school-related 
personnel  flocked  to  a union  rally  on  May 
23.  filling  the  4,000-seat  Auditorium  The- 
atre to  capacity  as  thousands  more  gathered 
outside.  At  its  conclusion,  union  members 
poured  out  of  the  building,  joining  those 
outside,  and  proceeded  to  take  over  the 
streets  in  the  downtown  Loop  during  rush 
hour,  chanting:  "Strike!"  and  “CTU!"  A 
couple  weeks  later,  nearly  90  percent  of  the 
27.000-member  CTU  voted  to  authorize  a 
strike,  far  more  than  required  under  an 
anti-union  state  law  known  as  SB7  passed 
last  year  to  put  the  clamps  on  the  CTU. 

In  an  agreement  announced  on  July  24, 
the  CTU  tops  gave  the  green  light  to  a 
“modest”  increase  in  the  school  day  in 
exchange  for  CPS  hiring  477  additional 
teachers,  prompting  both  Emanuel  and  the 


union  to  declare  victory.  But  the  dispute  is 
far  from  over.  Left  unresolved  are  many 
contentious  issues,  from  pay  to  class  size. 
The  deal  also  does  not  preclude  layoffs 
when  the  new  school  year  begins. 

Both  sides  are  acutely  aware  that  a lot  is 
riding  on  this  contract  battle.  With  teachers 
unions  under  siege  across  the  country — 
part  of  a broad  government  attack  on  public 
employees — what  happens  in  Chicago  may 
well  set  the  tone  for  educators  for  years  to 
come.  Indeed,  the  city’s  public  schools 


have  long  served  as  a testing  ground  for 
schemes  to  slash  school  budgets,  regiment 
classes  and  trample  on  union  standards,  as 
well  as  for  other  “reform"  programs  now 
pushed  by  the  Obama  White  House  in 
its  war  on  public  education.  Secretary  of 
Education  Arne  Duncan  earned  his  spurs 
as  CPS  CEO,  closing  down  over  60  public 
schools  and  greatly  expanding  non-union 
charter  schools  and  military  academies 
(see  “Obama’s  War  on  Public  Education," 
WV  No.  967,  22  October  2010). 


The  city  schools  held  up  as  a model  by 
the  Chicago  cabal  of  Obama,  Duncan  and 
Emanuel  are  dilapidated  and  starved  of 
funds,  with  the  graduation  rate  hovering 
around  50  percent.  Not  coincidentally  in 
racist  capitalist  America,  these  schools 
also  are  overwhelmingly  attended  by  black 
and  Latino  youth.  A strike  by  the  heavily 
integrated  CTU  would  win  wide  support 
not  only  from  parents  and  students  but 
also  from  working  people  and  the  ghetto 
and  barrio  masses,  especially  if  teachers 
were  to  link  their  cause  to  a fight  for  fully 
funded,  integrated,  quality  education.  To 
beat  back  the  union-busters,  teachers  must 
turn  to  their  union  allies  in  the  schools  and 
city — such  as  the  transit  workers  and  fire- 
fighters embroiled  in  their  own  contract 
disputes — not  Democratic  Party  politi- 
cians who  falsely  parade  themselves  as 
"friends  of  labor." 

The  clash  between  the  CTU  and  may- 
or’s office  has  drawn  comparisons  to  Wis- 
consin last  year,  when  100,000  outraged 
unionists  massed  in  Madison  to  fight  a 
major  anti-labor  assault  on  public  work- 
ers by  the  Republican-led  state  govern- 
ment and  Governor  Scott  Walker.  Chi- 
cago teachers  would  do  well  to  heed  what 
happened  next:  labor  officials  channeled 
the  potential  for  strike  action  into  reli- 
ance on  the  Democrats,  demobilizing  the 
protests  in  favor  of  a campaign  to  recall 
the  Republicans.  As  a result,  the  public 
employee  unions  were  clobbered  and  are 
now  hemorrhaging  members,  even  as 
continued  on  page  II 


Anaheim : Outrage  Over  Cop  Killings 


JULY  30 — Residents  of  working-class 
Anaheim,  just  southeast  of  Los  Ange- 
les. are  seething  in  the  wake  of  two 
coldblooded  killings  of  Latino  youth 
by  the  racist  cops.  On  July  21.  police 
shot  Manuel  Diaz  in  the  back  and.  as 
he  fell  to  his  knees,  again  in  the  back 
of  the  head.  With  the  unarmed  Diaz 
on  the  brink  of  death,  the  cops  slapped 
handcuffs  on  him.  After  pushing  back 
people  in  the  area  who  were  trying  to 
help  Diaz,  the  cops  then  offered  them 
money  to  get  them  to  turn  over  any  cell- 
phone videos  of  the  incident.  The  next 
day,  the  thugs  in  blue  gunned  down  Joel 
Acevedo  after  they  claimed  that  he  had 
stolen  an  SUV  and  fired  on  the  police. 
But  a witness  has  come  forward  stat- 
ing that  she  heard  only  five  consecutive 
shots,  not  an  exchange  of  gunfire. 

There  have  been  eight  shootings  by 
Anaheim  cops  so  far  this  year,  five  of 
them  fatal.  All  but  one  of  those  killed 
were  Latino.  As  one  resident  said, 
“This  is  not  quite  The  Happiest  Place 
on  Earth,’  and  now  the  world  knows 
it."  Despite  the  Disneyland  facade,  this 
Orange  County  city  of  some  340,000 
is  starkly  race-divided.  While  white 
families  are  concentrated  in  the  upscale 
“planned  community”  of  Anaheim 
Hills,  most  of  the  city's  majority-Latino 
population  lives  in  the  poor  section  of 
town  known  as  the  Flatlands.  Young 
men  there  describe  being  constantly 
stopped  and  harassed  by  the  cops  for 


doing  nothing  more  than  walking  down 
the  street. 

For  four  days  after  the  killing  of 
Diaz,  hundreds  of  angry  people  from 


the  neighborhood  staged  protests.  In 
a reference  to  the  cops  labeling  the 
victims  as  “documented  gang  mem- 
bers,” supposedly  at  fault  for  their  own 
deaths,  one  demonstrator  carried  a 
placard  reading:  “#1  Gang  Here  is  the 


Police.”  On  the  first  day  of  protests, 
police  fired  beanbags  and  pepper-spray 
pellets  and  "accidentally”  unleashed 
an  attack  dog  that  injured  many  in 


the  crowd  after  heading  straight  for 
a baby — who  was  saved  only  by  the 
actions  of  others. 

At  the  largest  protest,  on  July  24, 
many  demonstrators  who  sought  entry 
into  a City  Council  meeting  on  the  kill- 


ings were  barred  and  again  brutally 
attacked  by  the  cops.  The  Spartacist 
League  attended  this  protest  with  plac- 
ards reading:  "For  Mass  Labor  Protest 
Against  Racist  Cop  Terror!  Manuel  Diaz, 
Oscar  Grant — We  Will  Not  Forget!"  and 
"Break  with  the  Democrats! — Party  of 
Racism  and  War!  For  a Workers  Party 
that  Fights  for  Socialist  Revolution." 

Dozens  of  demonstrators  have  been 
arrested,  some  on  charges  that  include 
assault  with  a deadly  weapon.  Mean- 
while. the  city  police  chief  railed  that 
“the  vast  majority"  of  protesters  were 
"from  outside"  Anaheim  and  had  come 
“to  create  havoc,  damage  property, 
cause  injuries  and  in  effect  just  attack 
the  democratic  way."  During  the  night 
of  July  23-24,  the  L.  A.  office  of  the  left- 
ist ANSWER  coalition,  which  had  par- 
ticipated in  the  Anaheim  protests,  was 
ransacked.  Drop  all  charges  against 
the  protesters' 

A number  of  protesters,  as  well  as  the 
reformists  of  the  International  Socialist 
Organization  in  a 30  July  article  on  their 
Web  site,  have  called  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a civilian  review  board.  This 
demand  is  based  on  the  liberal  illusion 
that  the  bourgeois  state,  namely  the  cops 
together  with  the  courts,  prisons  and 
military,  can  be  cleaned  up  and  made 
accountable  to  "the  people."  In  fact,  the 
purpose  of  the  state  is  the  repression 
of  the  working  class  and  oppressed  in 
continued  on  page  II 


KABC-TV 


July  24:  Anaheim  police  fire  projectiles  at  demonstrators  protesting 
death  of  Manuel  Diaz  and  other  cop  killings. 
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South  Africa:  Massacre  of  Striking  Miners 


Blood  on  the  Hands  of 

ANC/SACP/COSATU  Government 


The  following  leaflet  was  issued  by 
our  comrades  of  Spartacist/South  Africa 
on  August  23. 

August  16.  2012,  will  go  down  in  his- 
tory for  one  of  the  bloodiest  crimes  ever 
committed  against  the  workers  movement 
in  South  Africa.  About  100  kilometres 
northwest  of  Johannesburg,  at  the  Mari- 
kana  mine  of  the  London-based  com- 
pany Lonmin — the  world’s  third-largest 
producer  of  platinum — the  cops  of  the 
capitalist  Tripartite  Alliance  government 
carried  out  a gruesome  massacre  of  strik- 
ing black  mineworkers,  killing  at  least  34 
and  injuring  78  others,  many  of  whom 
remain  in  critical  condition  in  hospital. 
The  blood-drenched  scenes  aired  on  TV 
recall  the  most  infamous  apartheid-era 
slaughters:  March  21,  1960,  in  Sharpe- 
ville;  June  16,  1976,  in  Soweto.  They 
provide  a bloody,  stomach-churning  pic- 
ture of  the  brutality  inherent  in  this  neo- 
apartheid capitalist  system,  where  work- 
ers are  gunned  down  like  wild  animals  by 
police  automatic  rifles  for  the  “crimes" 
of  fighting  against  starvation  and  trying 
to  defend  themselves.  Make  no  mistake: 
the  blood  of  these  massacred  workers  is 
on  the  hands  of  the  leaders  of  the  ANC/ 
SACP/COSATU  [African  National  Con- 
gress/South African  Communist  Party/ 
Congress  of  South  African  Trade  Unions] 


August  16: 
Aftermath  of 
police  killing  of 
at  least 
34  strikers 
outside 
Lonmin  Platinum 
Mine  near 
Rustenburg. 
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Tripartite  Alliance  and  their  government, 
who  have  demonstrated  yet  again  their 
reliability  to  the  Randlord  rulers  and  their 
imperialist  senior  partners. 

As  communists,  who  stand  for  working- 


class  emancipation  from  wage  slavery  and 
sweeping  away  this  system  to  make  way 
for  a truly  just  society  free  of  all  exploi- 
tation and  oppression,  Spartacist/South 
Africa,  section  of  the  International  Com- 


munist League,  grieves  along  with  the 
families  of  the  victims,  their  comrades 
who  survived  the  massacre  and  many 
others  saddened  by  this  tragic  loss.  The 
continued  on  page  10 


Democrats,  Republicans: 

Class  Enemies  of  Workers,  Oppressed 


Voter  ID  Laws: 

Racist  Attack  on  Voting  Rights 


On  August  15,  Commonwealth  Court 
judge  Robert  Simpson  upheld  Pennsyl- 
vania’s recently  enacted  strict  voter  ID 
law  that  mandates  state-  or  federally- 
issued  photo  identification  to  cast  a 
ballot.  His  opinion  congratulated  those 
challenging  the  law  for  “an  excellent  job 
of  ’putting  a face’  to  those  burdened  by 
the  voter  ID  requirement.”  But  with  the 
color  of  the  “face”  going  unmentioned,  he 
maintained  that  such  requirements  were 


“reasonable”  and  “non-discriminatory.” 
Several  weeks  earlier,  state  Republican 
House  leader  Mike  Tlirzai,  while  boast- 
ing of  the  accomplishments  of  the  legis- 
lature, had  let  the  cat  out  of  the  bag,  pro- 
claiming that  voter  ID  “is  gonna  allow 
Governor  Romney  to  win  the  state  of 
Pennsylvania.” 

Under  the  guise  of  preventing  voter 
fraud,  what  is  unfolding  is  a naked 
assault  by  the  Republican  Party  on 


the  right  to  vote,  particularly  of  black 
people,  in  the  upcoming  presidential 
elections.  (In  2008,  95  percent  of  the 
black  vote  went  to  Obama.)  The  racist 
impact  of  the  voter  ID  laws  introduced 
in  34  states  in  2011  and  in  14  additional 
states  this  year  is  evident.  For  example, 
the  strict  Indiana  requirements,  found 
constitutional  by  the  Supreme  Court  in 
2008,  were  projected  to  disenfranchise 
19  percent  of  potential  black  and  Latino 


voters,  as  compared  to  12  percent  of 
whites.  Others  will  be  disenfranchised, 
too:  one-third  of  women  do  not  have 
easy  access  to  documentation  with 
their  current  legal  name,  and  the  home- 
less are  likely  to  have  substantial  dif- 
ficulty meeting  the  tightened  residency 
requirements.  A study  by  the  Brennan 
Center  for  Justice  estimates  that  these 
laws  could  deny  suffrage  to  more  than 
continued  on  page  7 
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Letters 

On  Racist  Attacks  Against  African  Migrants  in  Israel 


AFP 


Tel  Aviv:  African  immigrants  participate  in  human  rights  march, 
9 December  2011.  Sign  in  Hebrew  reads:  “We  asked  for  shelter — we 
got  jail.” 


Dear  Workers  Vanguard. 

I wish  to  draw  the  attention  of  Work- 
ers Vanguard  and  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  to  the  pogrom  against  African 
immigrants,  principally  from  Eritrea  and 
the  Sudans.  in  Israel  by  racist  Zionist  mobs 
and  endorsed  at  the  highest  levels  of  the 
Israeli  government  by  Knesset  Members. 
Ministers  and  Knesset  Members  have 
called  these  African  immigrants  "infil- 
trators” (a  term  historically  first  used  to 
describe  Palestinians  who  sought  to  re- 
enter Israel  after  being  expelled  in  1948) 
"rapists “carriers  of  AIDS and  "cancer." 

One  does  not  need  to  be  a revolution- 
ary Marxist  to  be  appalled  by  this  dis- 
gusting filth  but  one  does  need  to  be  in 
order  to  understand  that  this  is  not  simply 
the  problem  of  a racist  person,  party,  or 
even  state.  It  is  a symptom  of  decaying 
capitalism  and  the  putrescence  it  conjures 
up  in  its  death  agony:  racism,  homopho- 
bia, fascism — in  order  to  further  divide 
and  exploit  the  working-class  and  the 
oppressed  and  draw  attention  away  from 
the  utterly  irrational  and  outmoded  sys- 
tem of  capitalism  and  imperialist  domina- 
tion. If  Zionist  Israel  is  more  open,  more 
frenzied  in  their  racist  ranting  and  wal- 
lowing in  chauvinist  filth,  it  is  because 
the  Israeli  ruling-class  knows  that  they 
stand  on  even  less  firm  ground  than  those 


of  their  counterparts  elsewhere.  As  WV 
wrote  decades  earlier  [in  “From  the  'Arab 
Revolution’  to  Pax  Americana"  (WV  No. 
317,  12  November  1982)]: 

“However,  Israel  is  not  a long-established 
nation-state  and  the  existence  of  a 
Hebrew-speaking  nation  in  the  Near  East 
has  been  and  remains  historically  inse- 
cure. Despite  their  presently  overwhelm- 
ing regional  military  superiority,  many 
Israeli  Jews  fear  that  some  day  they  will 
be  obliterated  by  the  multitude  of  hos- 
tile and  vengeful  Arabs  who  surround 


them.  Israel  is  ruled  by  men  who  believe 
that  history  is  not  on  their  side.  It  is  this 
which  gives  the  Zionist  state  much  of  its 
paranoid  destructive  frenzy ....  No  chau- 
vinism is  more  intense,  no  bigotry  more 
blinding,  than  that  of  an  oppressor  peo- 
ple whose  privileges  and  very  existence 
are  precarious." 

Zionism  is  caught  between  the  contra- 
diction of  wanting  a pure  Jewish  state  with 
100%  Hebrew  labor  on  the  one  hand,  and 
on  the  other  seeks  to  bind  the  Hebrew- 
speaking workers  to  the  state  by  using 
super-exploited  and  vulnerable  immigrant 
labor  to  handle  the  most  dangerous  and 
demeaning  tasks,  giving  the  illusion  that 
Hebrew-speaking  workers  stand  to  benefit 
by  living  in  a racialist  "Jewish  state."  It 
is  only  by  being  broken  from  this  deadly 
illusion  can  the  Hebrew-speaking  work- 
ers in  Israel  truly  end  their  exploitation: 
by  overthrowing  the  capitalist  state  which 
exploits  and  oppressed  them  and  this  can 
only  be  done  by  championing  the  causes 
of  all  those  targeted  by  the  Zionists  and 
religious  fundamentalists:  immigrants, 
Palestinians,  women,  and  homosexuals! 

The  Hebrew-speaking  working-class 
must  be  won  to  the  defense  of  immigrant 
and  Palestinian  rights!  The  immigrant 
population  in  Israel — African,  Chinese. 
Thai,  Romanian,  and  Filipinos — is  bur- 
dened with  the  worst  jobs  and  lowest 
pay,  and  subject  to  deportation  if  they 
even  become  pregnant!  The  children  of 
immigrants  in  Israel  have  no  legal  pro- 
tection and  only  international  outcry  has 
prevented  their  wholesale  deportation. 
Yet  they  carry  with  them  the  traditions  of 
labor  struggles  in  their  countries,  which 
the  official  "Labor”  Zionist  parties  and 
the  Histadrut  [labor  federation]  have 
tried  to  erase  from  the  consciousness  of 
the  Hebrew-speaking  working-class. 

As  revolutionary  Trotskyists  we  must 
say:  Israeli  workers  must  defend  African 
immigrants.  Arab  minorities!  For  work- 
ers defense  guards  to  protect  immigrant 
dwellings!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants!  Stop  the  deportations!  Down 
with  Zionist  chauvinism! 

Comradely, 

Jonah 

WV  replies: 

As  longtime  subscriber  Jonah  points 
out.  black  African  immigrants  in  Israel 
are  being  subjected  to  a wave  of  race  ter- 
ror. including  almost  daily  beatings  and 
stabbings,  which  go  largely  unreported 
because  the  victims  are  afraid  to  go  to  the 


CORRECTION 

In  "South  Africa:  Platinum  Min- 
ers Fight  Mass  Firings"  (WVNo.  997, 
2 March),  the  caption  of  a photo  read: 
“Striking  workers  outside  Implats 
mine."  This  incorrectly  implied  that 
the  photo  was  of  miners  during  the 
strike  then  in  progress;  in  fact,  it  was 
from  an  earlier  strike  at  the  mine,  in 
June  2004. 


police.  On  May  23,  around  1,000  bigots 
demonstrated  in  Tel  Aviv  against  African 
migrants,  attacking  a car  filled  with  dark- 
skinned  people  and  looting  shops  serving 
African  migrants.  That  explosion  of  racist 
violence  came  days  after  Prime  Minister 
Benjamin  Netanyahu  railed  that  "infiltra- 
tors" were  threatening  "our  national  iden- 
tity.” The  interior  minister  howled:  "This 
country  belongs  to  us,  to  the  white  man.” 
There  have  also  been  a series  of  firebomb- 
ings  of  the  homes  of  African  migrants. 

To  even  cross  into  Israel.  African 
migrants  face  a bloody  trek  across  Egypt’s 
Sinai  Peninsula,  where  they  are  routinely 
shot  down  by  Egyptian  forces  and  sub- 
jected to  extortion,  kidnappings,  beatings, 
rape  and  murder  by  Egyptian  traffickers. 
Between  2007  and  2009,  Egyptian  border 
police  killed  at  least  50  migrants.  Such 
killings  have  continued  since  the  2011 
uprising  that  toppled  Hosni  Mubarak. 
Now  Israel  is  sending  troops  across  the 
border  to  intercept  African  migrants  and 
hand  them  over  to  Egyptian  authorities. 

In  his  letter,  Jonah  raises  the  call  for 
“full  citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants” 
in  Israel.  Indeed,  migrants  in  Israel  should 
have  every  right  they  can  get  their  hands 
on.  However,  the  question  of  citizenship 
rights  for  immigrants  in  Israel  is  bound  up 
with  the  suppression  of  the  national  rights 
of  the  Palestinian  people,  a defining  axis 
on  which  the  Zionist  state  turns. 

What  does  it  mean  to  be  a "citizen"  of 
Israel?  While  the  “Jewish  state”  proclaims 
itself  the  only  "democracy"  in  the  Near 
East,  it  accords  far  greater  citizenship 
rights  within  the  law  to  Israeli  Jews  than 
to  Israeli  Arabs,  who  additionally  suffer 
rampant  discrimination  in  housing,  jobs, 
social  services  and  virtually  all  aspects  of 
life.  At  the  same  time,  Sephardic  Jews  (i.e., 
those  originally  from  Arab  countries)  and 
even  more  so  Ethiopian  Jews  face  deep- 
seated  bigotry  and  chauvinism  within  the 
Zionist  state.  As  for  the  Palestinians  living 
in  the  Occupied  Territories,  they  are  rou- 
tinely denied  entry  into  Israel,  to  say  noth- 
ing of  residency  or  citizenship  rights,  even 
if  married  to  an  Israeli  citizen  (who  in  most 
such  cases  is  Arab).  In  contrast,  a Jewish 
person  from,  say,  Brooklyn  can  immigrate 
to  Israel,  where  he  will  be  accorded  "full 
citizenship  rights,"  including  the  "right" 
to  live  on  land  in  the  West  Bank  or  East 
Jerusalem  that  was  confiscated  from  the 
Palestinians. 

The  very  fact  that  in  Israel  there  are  over 
continued  on  page  5 


On  Cuba  and  AIDS 

5/26/12 

Dear  WV, 

From  a 5/8/12  New  York  Times  article 
the  low  rate  of  AIDS  in  Cuba  vs.  the  US: 
“The  population  of  Cuba  is  only  slightly 
larger  than  that  of  New  York  City.  In  the 
three  decades  of  the  global  AIDS  epi- 
demic, 78,763  New  Yorkers  have  died  of 
AIDS.  Only  2,364  Cubans  have. 

“Other  elements  have  contributed  to 
Cuba’s  success:  It  has  free  universal  basic 
health  care;  it  has  stunningly  high  rates 
of  H.I.V.  testing;  it  saturates  its  popula- 
tion with  free  condoms,  concentrating 
on  high-risk  groups  like  prostitutes;  it 
gives  its  teenagers  graphic  safe-sex  edu- 
cation; it  rigorously  traces  the  sexual  con- 
tacts of  each  person  who  tests  positive. 
“By  contrast,  the  response  in  the  United 
States — which  records  50,000  new  infec- 
tions every  year— seems  feeble.  Millions 
of  poor  people  never  see  a doctor.  Test- 
ing is  voluntary,  and  many  patients  do 
not  return  for  their  results.  Sex  education 
is  so  politicized  that  many  schools  teach 
nothing  about  protected  sex;  condoms 
are  expensive,  and  distribution  of  free 
ones  is  haphazard." 

My  question  to  you  is:  do  you  guys 
have  a mole  working  as  a reporter  for 
the  Times??  What  a great  argument  for 
socialism! 

Fraternally. 

Jack  L. 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


How  Marxists  Combat  Religion 

Writing  in  1909,  Bolshevik  leader  V.  I.  Lenin 
presented  the  Marxist  understanding  that 
religious  beliefs  and  backwardness  can  only 
be  overcome  by  eliminating  the  material 
conditions  that  foster  them. 

We  must  combat  religion — that  is  the 
ABC  of  all  materialism,  and  consequently  of 
Marxism.  But  Marxism  is  not  a material- 
ism which  has  stopped  at  the  ABC.  Marx- 
ism goes  further.  It  says:  We  must  know 
how  to  combat  religion,  and  in  order  to  do 
so  we  must  explain  the  source  of  faith  and  religion  among  the  masses  in  a materialist 
way.  The  combating  of  religion  cannot  be  confined  to  abstract  ideological  preaching, 
and  it  must  not  be  reduced  to  such  preaching.  It  must  be  linked  up  with  the  concrete 
practice  of  the  class  movement,  which  aims  at  eliminating  the  social  roots  of  religion. 
Why  does  religion  retain  its  hold  on  the  backward  sections  of  the  town  proletariat,  on 
broad  sections  of  the  semi-proletariat,  and  on  the  mass  of  the  peasantry?  Because  of  the 
ignorance  of  the  people,  replies  the  bourgeois  progressist,  the  radical  or  the  bourgeois 
materialist.  And  so:  “Down  with  religion  and  long  live  atheism;  the  dissemination 
of  atheist  views  is  our  chief  task!"  The  Marxist  says  that  this  is  not  true,  that  it  is  a 
superficial  view,  the  view  of  narrow  bourgeois  uplifters.  It  does  not  explain  the  roots 
of  religion  profoundly  enough;  it  explains  them,  not  in  a materialist  but  in  an  idealist 
way.  In  modern  capitalist  countries  these  roots  are  mainly  social.  The  deepest  root  of 
religion  today  is  the  socially  downtrodden  condition  of  the  working  masses  and  their 
apparently  complete  helplessness  in  face  of  the  blind  forces  of  capitalism,  which  every 
day  and  every  hour  inflicts  upon  ordinary  working  people  the  most  horrible  suffering 
and  the  most  savage  torment,  a thousand  times  more  severe  thali  those  inflicted  by 
extraordinary  events,  such  as  wars,  earthquakes,  etc....  No  educational  book  can  eradi- 
cate religion  from  the  minds  of  masses  who  are  crushed  by  capitalist  hard  labour,  and 
who  are  at  the  mercy  of  the  blind  destructive  forces  of  capitalism,  until  those  masses 
themselves  learn  to  fight  this  root  of  religion,  fight  the  rule  of  capital  in  all  its  forms, 
in  a united,  organised,  planned  and  conscious  way. 

— V.l.  Lenin,  "The  Attitude  of  the  Workers’  Party  to  Religion,”  May  1909 
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Young  Spartacus 


Defend  the  UC  Davis  "Banker's  Dozen"! 


Jasna  Hodzic/California  Aggie 

Occupy  UC  Davis  sit-in  outside  U.S.  Bank's  campus  branch  during  January- 
February  protests. 


We  reprint  below  an  August  14  leaflet 
issued  by  the  Bay  Area  Spartacus  Youth 
Club. 

In  November  of  last  year,  the  world 
watched  as  University  of  California  Davis 
(UCD)  cops  attacked  a group  of  seated 
Occupy  student  protesters  with  pepper 
spray,  treating  them  with  the  disdain  of 
an  exterminator  spraying  cockroaches. 
On  March  29,  eleven  students  and  one 
professor,  most  of  them  victims  of  the 
November  police  assault,  were  slammed 
with  charges  that  could  send  them  to 
prison  for  nearly  eleven  years  and  result 
in  $1  million  in  fines. 

Last  January,  the  UCD  Occupy  pro- 
testers had  begun  a sit-in  at  the  campus 
branch  of  U.S.  Bank  against  the  "uni- 
versity’s privatization”  and  “its  collusion 
with  corporate  profiteers.”  After  nearly 
two  months  of  sit-ins  and  other  actions 
by  dozens  of  protesters,  U.S.  Bank  closed 
its  branch  on  February  28.  It  dropped  its 
$3  million  deal  with  this  public  university 
after  complaining  that  UCD  did  not  dis- 
patch campus  police,  or  allow  the  bank 
to  use  its  guards,  to  remove  the  protest- 
ers. Weeks  after  the  bank  closed  shop  the 
district  attorney — who  reportedly  col- 
luded with  the  same  UCD  cops  who  were 
involved  in  the  November  pepper-spray 
attack — charged  the  “Banker’s  Dozen” 
with  20  counts  each  of  “obstructing  move- 
ment in  a public  place”  and  one  count  of 
“conspiracy.”  Drop  all  the  charges  imme- 
diately! Cops  off  campus! 

The  outrage  of  the  students  is  entirely 
justified.  Once  almost  free,  annual  tuition 
and  fees  for  California  residents  at  the 
University  of  California  have  more  than 
tripled  over  the  past  ten  years  to  over 
$13,000.  Job  prospects  are  dismal  to  say 
the  least — according  to  a Rutgers  Univer- 
sity study,  over  40  percent  of  2010  college 
graduates  couldn’t  find  employment  by 
spring  of  2011.  The  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  demand:  Open  admissions,  no  tui- 
tion and  a state-paid  living  stipend  for 
all!  Nationalize  the  private  universi- 
ties! Abolish  the  student  debt!  Capital- 
ist institutions  like  U.S.  Bank  are  un- 
doubtedly benefiting  from  the  nationwide 
budget  cuts  and  tuition  hikes,  which  force 
students  to  shackle  themselves  to  moun- 
tains of  debt  that  will  weigh  them  down 


for  decades  after  they  graduate. 

But  it  is  the  capitalist  system  as  a whole, 
not  individual  banks,  that  is  responsible 
for  these  attacks.  The  capitalists  do  not 
see  education  as  a right;  they  see  educa- 
tion in  terms  of  investment  vs.  returns. 
Universities  are  training  grounds  for  the 
administrative,  technical  and  cultural  per- 
sonnel needed  by  the  capitalist  system.  In 
general,  the  ruling  class  will  spend  only 
as  much  money  on  education  as  it  thinks 
is  necessary  to  maintain  its  profits.  In  the 
midst  of  the  worst  recession  in  decades, 
spending  money  to  educate  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  working  class  and  poor 
seems  like  a waste  of  money  to  these 
bloodsucking  parasites  whose  tremendous 
wealth  is  based  on  the  exploitation  of  the 
working  class. 

An  April  23  “Statement  by  Some 
Banker’s  Dozen  Supporters”  argues  that 
the  charges  against  the  protesters  are  “an 
abuse  of  the  legal  system  and  a waste  of 
our  county’s  already  limited  resources.” 
But  this  is  exactly  what  the  legal  system 
is  for:  to  protect  the  property  rights  and 
interests  of  the  capitalists  and  their  banks. 
The  bourgeois  state — which  consists  at  its 


core  of  the  police,  courts,  prisons  and  mil- 
itary— is  an  instrument  of  capitalist  rule, 
not  a neutral  arbiter  standing  above  society. 

The  fundamental  role  of  the  adminis- 
tration is  to  serve  as  the  representative  of 
the  capitalist  class  within  the  universities. 
It  is  not  a matter  of  the  “over  influence” 
of  money  in  politics  or  in  education;  the 
banks  don't  have  to  bribe  UCD  Chancellor 
Katehi  to  serve  them  any  more  than  a fish 
has  to  be  bribed  to  swim.  The  administra- 
tion and  the  state  work  together  to  quell 
protest  against  the  depredations  of  this 
brutal  and  decaying  system.  That  is  why 
Katehi  gave  the  green  light  to  violently 
clear  out  the  protesters  in  November  and 
that  is  why  she  embraces  the  persecution 
of  the  Banker's  Dozen,  making  the  chill- 
ing statement  on  April  27  that  "the  stu- 
dents involved  in  this  case  will  learn  from 
this  experience.”  Abolish  the  administra- 
tion! For  worker/student/teacher  control 
of  the  campuses! 

Many  students,  however,  have  illusions 
that  the  universities — and  indeed  capital- 
ism itself — can  be  reformed  into  putting 
“people  before  profits.”  These  illusions 
can  be  as  blinding  as  pepper  spray  and 


just  as  dangerous.  While  the  bosses  have 
in  times  of  class  struggle  been  forced  to 
offer  cheap  or  even  free  higher  education, 
these  gains  are  always  reversible  as  long 
as  the  capitalist  system  remains  intact. 
In  diametrical  opposition  to  Occupy 's 
program  of  liberal,  bourgeois  populism, 
the  SYCs  seek  to  win  young  activists  to 
the  understanding  that  this  system  cannot 
be  reformed.  It  must  be  smashed  and 
replaced  by  a workers  state. 

The  UCD  protesters  have  shown  cour- 
age and  determination  in  the  face  of  dra- 
conian state  repression.  But  like  all  stu- 
dents, they  have  no  direct  relationship  to 
the  means  of  production  and  therefore  no 
real  social  power.  By  contrast  the  work- 
ing class — those  whose  labor  produces 
and  transports  all  of  the  goods  and  serv- 
ices in  society — can  bring  the  capitalist 
system  to  a grinding  halt.  The  capitalists 
can  send  their  cops  to  repress  and  terror- 
ize the  workers  and  students,  but  it  is  the 
workers  whose  labor  keeps  the  factories 
running  and  the  profits  flowing.  If  stu- 
dents are  to  win  their  battles  against  the 
rulers’  assaults  on  public  education,  they 
must  look  to  the  proletariat.  This  struggle 
could  find  support  among  the  workers, 
who  are  being  ruthlessly  squeezed  in  the 
vise  of  austerity. 

As  the  youth  auxiliary  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League,  the  SYCs  fight  to  win  youth 
to  the  program  of  international  workers 
revolution,  which  will  replace  the  capital- 
ist system  based  on  production  for  profit 
with  a centrally  planned,  collectivized 
economy.  In  such  a system  the  resources 
of  society  will  be  rationally  directed 
to  provide  for  the  needs  of  humanity, 
including  universal  employment  and  free, 
quality,  racially  integrated  education  for 
all.  To  do  this,  the  efforts  of  workers  and 
their  student  allies  require  the  leader- 
ship of  a revolutionary  proletarian  party, 
which  is  what  we  Marxists  seek  to  build. 

Defend  the  Banker's  Dozen!  Drop 
all  the  charges!  The  next  court  hearing 
is  currently  scheduled  for  August  24  at 
the  Yolo  County  Courthouse,  725  Court 
Street,  Woodland,  CA.  To  contribute  to 
their  legal  fund,  visit:  davisdozen.org. 
Send  protest  letters  to:  District  Attorney 
Jeff  W.  Reisig,  301  Second  St.,  Wood- 
land, CA  95695,  fax  (530)  666-8423.  ■ 
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Quebec... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

solution  is  certainly  not  to  be  found  in  the 
electoral  circus,  nor  can  militancy  alone 
provide  a way  forward.  As  we  wrote  three 
months  ago,  the  student  strike  “has  illus- 
trated in  a fundamental  way  the  limita- 
tions of  a struggle  that  has  not  been  con- 
nected to  the  social  power  of  the  working 
class"  I“Student  Strike  Shakes  Quebec." 
WV  No.  1003,  25  May).  What  is  needed 
is  a viewpoint  broader  than  the  immedi- 
ate struggle  in  Quebec:  a class-struggle, 
internationalist  perspective  that  seeks  to 
mobilize  that  social  power. 

The  attacks  on  students  in  Quebec 
are  part  of  a global  capitalist  assault  on 
workers  and  the  oppressed.  From  Greece 
to  Spain,  the  U.S.,  Canada  and  beyond, 
the  onslaught  has  been  especially  brutal 
since  the  latest  capitalist  economic  crisis 
erupted  in  2008.  The  fight  for  free  educa- 
tion is  an  integral  part  of  an  international 
class  struggle  against  the  exploiters.  And 
if  there  is  one  lesson  to  be  drawn  from  the 
struggles  to  date  it  is  that  looking  to  "pro- 
gressive" capitalist  parties  or  the  bosses’ 
social-democratic  agents  is  a road  to 
disaster.  In  the  U.S.,  Obama  continued  the 
attacks  (and  the  wars)  of  his  predecessor 
George  W.  Bush;  in  France,  the  Socialist 
Party  will  continue  the  job-slashing  and 
austerity  seen  under  Sarkozy. 

A defeat  of  the  student  strike  would 
embolden  the  Queb^cois  capitalists  to 
push  through  their  assault  on  social  pro- 
grams, the  labor  movement,  youth  and 
minorities.  Both  the  Liberals  and  Fran- 
cois Legault’s  Coalition  Avenir  Que- 
bec (CAQ)  openly  call  to  “re-engineer" 
Quebec  society  to  make  the  workers 
“more  productive.”  While  its  rhetoric  is 
more  duplicitous,  the  PQ  would  do  more 
or  less  the  same  thing,  as  it  did  with  its 
"deficit  zero”  attacks  in  the  1990s.  Push- 
ing reactionary  "identity"  politics,  the 
PQ  is  also  already  making  clear  that  it 
will  fan  the  flames  of  the  “reasonable 
accommodation”  scapegoating  of  immi- 
grants and  ethnic/religious  minorities, 
particularly  Muslims.  Whether  under  the 
Liberals,  CAQ  or  PQ  (or  the  latter’s  QS 
and  Option  Nationale  tails),  youth  and 
workers  will  lose. 

Quebec  Solidaire: 

A Pro-Capitalist  Dead  End 

Primary  responsibility  for  the  current 
state  of  affairs  lies  with  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy  and  its  decades-long  alliance 
with  the  bourgeois-nationalist  PQ.  But 
also  guilty  is  the  reformist  left — the  Parti 
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Communiste  du  Quebec,  Gauche  Socia- 
liste,  Socialisme  International,  La  Riposte, 
Alternative  Socialiste,  etc.  These  groups 
have  all  helped  to  create,  build  and  sow 
illusions  in  Quebec  Solidaire.  a petty- 
bourgeois  populist  party  whose  purpose 
is  and  has  always  been  to  channel  the 
anger  of  youth  and  workers  back  into  the 
safe  channels  of  bourgeois  parliamen- 
tarism and  Qudbdcois  nationalism. 

The  groups  who  support  QS  will 
tell  you  that  having  QS  deputies  in  the 
National  Assembly  is  a way  to  ensure 
gains  for  students  and  workers.  This  is  an 
absolute  falsehood!  First  off,  as  some  of 


these  groups  themselves  admit,  QS  does 
not  even  pretend  to  be  a socialist  organi- 
zation; it  has  no  organic  links  with  labor; 
its  whole  political  framework  accepts  the 
continued  existence  of  capitalist  exploita- 
tion. The  QS  election  platform  includes 
calls  for  national  protectionism  and  other 
measures  flatly  contrary  to  the  workers’ 
interests.  Pledging  to  support  a PQ  gov- 
ernment is  only  icing  on  the  cake. 

At  the  height  of  the  student  strike, 
QS  spokesmen  joined  in  the  “violence”- 
baiting  furor  against  militant  students. 
For  our  part,  we  have  called  through- 
out to  defend  all  protesters  against  the 
repression  of  the  Charest  government 
and  its  police.  It  is  also  noteworthy  that 
pretty  much  all  of  the  reformist  "social- 
ist” outfits  who  back  QS  in  Quebec  sup- 
port the  social-democratic  NDP  [New 
Democratic  Party]  federally — the  same 
New  Democrats  who  have  shown  nothing 
but  contempt  for  the  students’  struggle! 

One  cannot  “reform"  away  capital- 
ist oppression  or  render  the  farce  of  the 
bourgeoisie’s  parliament  (or  the  “con- 
stituent assembly"  that  QS  calls  for)  any- 
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thing  other  than  an  instrument  of  class 
domination  by  the  exploiters.  As  Rus- 
sian revolutionary  leader  Vladimir  Lenin 
explained:  “The  working  people  are 
barred  from  participation  in  bourgeois 
parliaments  (they  never  decide  impor- 
tant questions  under  bourgeois  democ- 
racy, which  are  decided  by  the  stock 
exchange  and  the  banks)  by  thousands  of 
obstacles”  ( The  Proletarian  Revolution 
and  the  Renegade  Kautsky,  1918).  The 
economic  domination  of  capital  can  only 
be  ended  by  a workers  revolution  and  the 
subsequent  reorganization  of  society  in 
the  interests  of  the  vast  majority. 


Unlike  the  FEUQ  and  FECQ,  the 
CLASSE  student  union  does  not  directly 
promote  the  idea  that  the  elections 
will  “settle"  the  student  struggle.  But 
CLASSE  too  is  incapable  of  stepping 
outside  the  framework  set  by  the  capi- 
talist class.  Its  worldview  is  limited  to  a 
fight  against  so-called  "neoliberalism,” 
which  can  only  mean  that  in  its  eyes  a 
"better"  version  of  capitalism  is  possible. 
CLASSE  focuses  all  of  its  attacks  on 
Charest  and  the  Liberals,  leaving  open 
the  option  of  voting  for  the  PQ.  QS  or 
Option  Nationale  as  a “lesser  evil." 

The  recent  CLASSE  Manifesto 
revolves  entirely  around  the  need  for 
more  democracy,  “a  direct  democracy,” 
"a  democracy  for  everyone,"  "new  demo- 
cratic spaces,”  etc.,  etc.  “We  are  the  peo- 
ple,” it  affirms.  But  speaking  of  democ- 
racy without  asking  for  what  class — the 
capitalists  or  the  workers — inevitably 
reinforces  illusions  in  the  present  system, 
which  is  a democracy  for  the  rich,  a dic- 
tatorship of  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  same  illusions  are  sowed  by  groups 
who  falsely  claim  to  be  Marxist.  Alterna- 
tive Socialiste,  an  ardent  partisan  of  QS, 
salutes  the  student  movement  for  “putting 
on  the  agenda  the  contestation  of  the  neo- 
liberal  order”  (alternativesocialiste.org,  8 
August).  For  its  part,  the  Maoist  Parti  Com- 
muniste R^volutionnaire  (PCR),  which 
claims  to  oppose  both  the  PQ  and  QS, 
thunders  on  the  front  page  of  its  Drapeau 
Rouge  [Red  Flag]  (August-September 
2012):  “If  We  Want  Democracy,  We  Must 
Change  the  System!"  Calling  for  “people’s 
power,"  the  PCR  also  dissolves  the  unique 
social  power  of  the  proletariat  into  a class- 
collaborationist  concept  of  "the  people.” 

The  Power  of  the  Working  Class 

Many  students  have  understood  that 
they  cannot  win  the  battle  for  free  tuition 
or  even  a freeze  without  the  active  sup- 
port of  broader  forces,  including  the 
labor  movement.  This  understanding  lay 
behind  CLASSE’s  proposal  for  a 24-hour 
"social  strike,”  which  the  union  bureau- 
cracy predictably  rejected.  For  CLASSE, 
the  social  strike  was  seen  as  a way  to 
broaden  popular  support  and  put  more 
pressure  on  Charest.  But  the  working 
class  isn’t  just  another  “sector"  of  soci- 
ety— it  is  the  only  class  with  the  power 
to  bring  the  capitalist  system  to  its  knees. 

A mobilization  of  the  working  class  in 
defense  of  the  student  struggle  remains 
essential  to  beat  back  this  (or  any)  capi- 
talist government.  In  2003,  union  mobili- 


Spartacist Canada 

Toronto:  Trotskyist  League  of  Canada  at  Quebec  student  strike  solidarity 
rally,  June  5. 


zations  and  a few  strikes  managed  to  stop 
many  of  Charest’s  attacks  on  the  labor 
movement.  At  a much  higher  level,  the 
May  1968  uprising  in  France,  sparked  by 
a student  struggle,  saw  a general  strike 
of  the  working  class  that  could  have 
overthrown  French  capitalism.  Only  the 
treachery  of  the  workers’  leaders,  cen- 
trally the  reformist  Communist  Party 
of  France,  enabled  the  government  to 
re-establish  bourgeois  order.  May  ’68 
showed  the  enormous  social  power  of  the 
proletariat.  Four  years  later,  the  Qudb£- 
cois  workers  demonstrated  their  own 
power  in  the  May  1972  general  strike 
against  the  jailing  of  union  leaders. 

The  capitalist  class — a tiny  minority 
that  owns  all  the  means  of  production — 
derives  its  astronomical  profits  from  the 
exploitation  of  labor.  Workers  have  to  sell 
their  labor  power  to  survive.  When  they 
are  “lucky"  enough  to  have  a job,  they 
toil  away  in  the  mines,  factories,  etc., 
adding  the  value  of  their  work  to  what 
they  produce,  but  only  get  paid  what  they 
are  deemed  to  be  worth  on  the  labor  mar- 
ket. This  difference — between  the  value 
added  by  the  workers  and  what  they  actu- 
ally get  paid — ends  up  in  the  capitalists’ 
pockets  in  the  form  of  what  Karl  Marx 
termed  surplus  value.  In  other  words,  the 
workers  produce  the  material  wealth  of 
capitalist  society,  but  this  is  expropriated 
by  a handful  of  ruling  parasites. 

When  workers  go  on  strike,  this  imme- 
diately hits  the  bottom  line  of  the  capitalist 
corporations.  Thus  the  working  class  has 
the  social  power  to  attack  the  profit  sys- 
tem at  its  very  core.  This  is  something  that 
students,  a petty-bourgeois  layer  with  no 
direct  relation  to  the  means  of  production, 
lack  entirely.  An  exploited  class  that  makes 
just  enough  to  live  on  and  to  produce  the 
next  generation  of  wage-slaves,  the  work- 
ing class  has  no  interest  in  the  preservation 
of  the  capitalist  system,  but  has  a direct 
objective  interest  in  its  overthrow. 

Students  in  Montreal  don’t  have  to  look 
far  to  find  this  social  power.  The  area 
employs  more  than  200,000  people  in  the 
manufacturing  sector  alone,  including 
workers  in  factories  from  Longueuil  to 
St-Jdrome.  Montreal  has  one  of  the  larg- 
est concentrations  of  aerospace  workers  in 
the  world.  Tens  of  thousands  more  toil  in 
transport — longshoremen,  airport  crews, 
transit  workers — another  key  part  of  the 
capitalist  economy.  Beyond  Montreal, 
there  are  huge  proletarian  concentrations 
in  and  around  Trois-Rivifcres,  Saguenay, 
the  Abitibi  and  elsewhere.  Cascades, 
Bombardier,  SNC-Lavalin,  Quebecor — 
these  are  the  backbone  of  Quebec  Inc., 
and  all  are  powered  by  the  sweat  and 
blood  of  the  proletariat. 

The  Role  of  the 
Union  Bureaucracy 

The  working  class,  in  Quebec  as  else- 
where, has  a direct  interest  in  the  elimina- 
tion of  tuition  fees:  it  is  the  workers  and 
their  children  who  are  overwhelmingly 
denied  the  fruits  of  higher  education, 
fundamentally  because  the  capitalists 
only  want  them  to  know  what  is  neces- 
sary to  do  their  work.  The  student  strike 
has  been  widely  popular  among  the  work- 
ers, as  shown  by  the  labor  contingents  at 
various  demos,  the  cheers  and  honks  that 
have  greeted  protesters  everywhere,  even 
the  money  donated  by  various  unions. 

Yet  in  the  six  months  of  student  pro- 
tests and  strikes,  not  a single  strike  in 
support  of  the  students  has  been  under- 
taken by  the  unionized  working  class 
anywhere  in  Quebec.  Why?  Because  the 
union  leaders  uphold  the  capitalist  system, 
backing  the  PQ  in  particular;  they  seek  to 
contain  whatever  social  struggles  erupt, 
diverting  them  onto  the  shoals  of  nation- 
alism and  parliamentary  reformism. 

The  unions  are  the  basic  organiza- 
tions for  defense  of  the  workers  against 
the  bosses'  constant  attacks.  They  enable 
workers  to  have  relatively  better  wages 
and  benefits,  and  protect  them  some- 
what against  arbitrary  firing  and  general 
abuse.  They  must  be  built  and  defended. 
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But  the  present  union  leadership  is  an 
obstacle  to  mobilizing  labor’s  power. 

Most  North  American  unions  were 
built  in  the  last  century  through  hard  class 
battles  including  strikes  and  plant  occupa- 
tions. facing  massive  repression  from  the 
police,  army  and  company  thugs.  Count- 
less workers  were  murdered  fighting  to 
forge  unions,  from  West  Virginia  to  Brit- 
ish Columbia,  Detroit  to  Murdochville. 
The  key  activists  who  led  this  fight  were 
leftists,  mostly  self-described  commu- 
nists. Many  of  these  militants  were  purged 
from  the  unions  in  the  anti-Communist 
witchhunts  of  the  1940s  and  ’50s.  In  their 
stead  rose  an  openly  pro-capitalist  layer 
of  bureaucrats  who  still  run  the  unions 
today,  including  in  Quebec. 

Under  imperialism,  the  system  of  mod- 
ern capitalism  where  the  world  is  divided 
among  a few  big  powers  and  the  domi- 
nance of  finance  capital  ensures  the  flow 
of  profits  into  the  coffers  of  U.S..  Ger- 
man. Japanese  (and  Canadian)  banks,  the 
capitalist  class  throws  a few  crumbs  off  its 
table  to  corrupt  a layer  of  labor  mislead- 
ers  and  turn  them  into  willing  “partners." 
Seeing  the  world  through  the  same  lens  as 
the  capitalists,  the  heads  of  the  AFL-CIO. 
Canadian  Labour  Congress  [CLC],  [Que- 
bec trade-union  federations]  FTQ,  CSN, 
etc.  are  willing  to  sacrifice  the  interests 
of  their  members  in  pursuit  of  partnership 
with  their  own  national  bosses.  In  the  U.S., 
they  largely  support  the  capitalist  Demo- 
cratic Party.  In  English  Canada,  the  CLC 
tops  wave  the  Maple  Leaf,  tying  workers 
to  their  exploiters,  centrally  through  the 
NDP.  In  Quebec,  the  heads  of  the  FTQ. 
CSN.  etc.  utilize  Qudbdcois  national- 
ism and  support  to  the  PQ  to  undermine 
the  workers’  consciousness  and  sabotage 
struggle  in  the  name  of  “national  solidar- 
ity." They  are  all,  truly,  in  the  words  of 
American  socialist  Daniel  De  Leon,  the 
labor  lieutenants  of  capital. 

For  a Revolutionary 
Internationalist  Workers  Party! 

To  resolve  the  intractable  contradic- 
tion between  the  true,  material  interests 
of  the  working  class  and  the  deadly  grip 
of  the  conservative  union  misleaders, 
a revolutionary  agency  must  be  forged: 
a vanguard  workers  party  built  around  a 


Israel... 
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300,000  migrant  laborers,  the  vast  major- 
ity deemed  “illegal.’’  is  intimately  tied  to 
the  oppression  of  the  Palestinians.  Non- 
Jewish  migration  to  Israel  began  in  earnest 
after  the  first  Intifada  (1987-93)  and  the 
signing  of  the  1993  Oslo  “peace”  accords. 
Israeli  policy  was  consciously  directed  at 
replacing  the  labor  of  Palestinians  from 
the  Occupied  Territories,  overwhelm- 
ingly employed  in  low-wage  menial  and 
unskilled  work,  with  that  of  foreign  (i.e., 
non-Palestinian)  migrants,  who  themselves 
are  denied  any  and  all  rights.  As  a result, 
the  Israeli  bourgeoisie  has  all  but  excluded 
these  Palestinians  from  the  country’s 
economy.  At  first,  migrant  laborers  mainly 
came  from  East  Europe  and  Asia.  Since 
the  mid  2000s,  some  60,000  Africans  flee- 
ing conditions  in  Sudan,  Eritrea  and  other 
sub-Saharan  countries  have  arrived  in 
Israel,  where  large  numbers  seek  asylum. 

When  the  international  financial  cri- 
sis hit  and  Israel’s  economy  turned  sour, 
migrants  became  an  easy  scapegoat  for  the 
Israeli  bourgeoisie.  And  in  typical  Zionist- 
racist  fashion  Africans  are  the  first  tar- 
geted. In  2009,  the  government  set  up  a 
new  immigration  police  force  known  as 
the  Oz  unit,  specifically  to  round  up  and 
deport  the  migrants.  Over  the  past  year, 
Israel  sped  up  construction  of  both  a border 
fence  with  Egypt  and  a massive  new  deten- 
tion center  in  the  Negev  desert.  In  Janu- 
ary, Israel’s  Knesset  (parliament)  amended 
the  1954  Prevention  of  Infiltration  Law  to 
allow  authorities  to  jail  migrants  for  three 
years,  and  in  some  cases  indefinitely. 


program  that  is  revolutionary  and  inter- 
nationalist. As  Lenin  argued  in  his  book 
What  Is  To  Be  Done?,  such  a party  would 
fuse  the  most  conscious  elements  of  the 
proletariat  with  declassed  intellectuals, 
including  students,  who  dedicate  them- 
selves to  the  fight  for  workers  revolution. 

To  transform  the  unions  from  narrow 
craft  and  industry-limited  bargaining 
agents  into  organs  of  revolutionary  strug- 
gle, the  vanguard  elements  must  fight  to 
preserve  the  integrity  and  unity  of  the 
working  class.  They  must  combat  all  the 
forms  of  special  oppression  that  divide 
workers  along  national,  ethnic,  language 
and  gender  lines. 

Most  Qu^becois  workers  continue  to 
support  the  PQ,  despite  its  many  attacks 
on  the  working  class  over  the  years,  w-hile 
the  bulk  of  student  activists  also  back  one 
or  another  nationalist  party,  whether  the 
PQ,  QS  or  Option  Nationale.  The  hold  of 
nationalism  flows  from  and  is  constantly 
reinforced  by  the  Anglo  chauvinism  that 
dominates  the  Canadian  state.  With  work- 
ers in  English  Canada  supporting  the  NDP 
or  even  the  Liberals — parties  with  a long 
record  of  hostility  to  Quebec’s  national 
rights — the  working  class  of  Canada  is 
deeply  divided,  undermining  its  ability  to 


That  law  was  initially  aimed  at  Pales- 
tinian militants  seeking  to  re-enter  Israel 
after  the  Zionist-orchestrated  mass  expul- 
sions of  1947-48.  It  is  one  example  of  how 
the  measures  directed  against  African  ref- 
ugees were  prepared  by  decades  of  repres- 
sion of  the  Palestinian  people.  Deprived  of 
work  and  under  constant  threat  of  Israeli 
missile  strikes,  Palestinians  in  Gaza  are 
imprisoned  behind  an  electrified  fence 
and  subject  to  a starvation  blockade  in 
the  West  Bank;  they  are  trapped  by  a 
Kafkaesque  array  of  checkpoints  and  con- 
tinually robbed  of  their  land  by  settlers. 
According  to  the  UN,  there  are  over  five 
million  Palestinian  refugees,  the  survi- 
vors and  descendants  of  those  driven  out 
of  their  homes  by  successive  Israeli  wars 
(especially  in  1948  and  1967). 

The  right  of  these  refugees  and  their 
descendants  to  return  to  the  towns  and 
villages  from  which  they  were  expelled 
will  never  be  recognized  by  the  Zionist 
state.  The  Israeli/Palestinian  conflict  is 
one  of  interpenetrated  peoples:  two  peo- 
ples fighting  for  control  of  the  same  piece 
of  land.  The  national  emancipation  of  the 
Palestinians,  including  the  right  of  return 
to  their  homeland,  requires  workers  revo- 
lutions to  shatter  the  Zionist  state  from 
within  and  to  sweep  away  the  capitalist 
ruling  classes  of  Syria.  Jordan  and  Leba- 
non. which  themselves  lord  it  over  siz- 
able Palestinian  populations.  The  fight  to 
forge  Marxist  workers  parlies  is  essential 
to  unite  the  proletariat  of  the  region,  from 
Israel  to  Egypt  and  beyond,  in  the  struggle 
for  a socialist  federation  of  the  Near  East. 
The  national  rights  of  both  the  Palestinian 
Arab  and  the  Israeli  Jewish  peoples  can 
be  ensured  only  within  that  context.  ■ 


fight  the  ruling  exploiters.  For  this  reason, 
we  Marxists  advocate  Quebec  independ- 
ence. We  do  so  as  proletarian  internation- 
alists: getting  the  national  question  off 
the  agenda  would  create  better  conditions 
for  the  workers  to  understand  that  their 
“own"  national  capitalists  are  not  allies 
but  class  enemies. 

Nationalism  necessarily  promotes  rac- 
ism. A particular  flash  point  in  Quebec 
has  been  the  Liberals'  Bill  94,  which 
foments  anti-Muslim  bigotry  by  calling  to 
bar  women  who  wear  the  niqab  or  burqa 
from  getting  government  services  or  being 
employed  in  the  public  sector.  Amir  Kha- 
dir,  the  QS  deputy  in  the  National  Assem- 
bly, supported  this  reactionary  bill,  while 
the  PQ  goes  even  further,  demanding  a 
complete  ban  on  Muslim  headscarfs  and 
Sikh  turbans  in  the  public  sector. 

A revolutionary  workers  party  would 
oppose  all  forms  of  discrimination  against 
such  minorities,  in  particular  the  racist 
state  sanctions  against  Muslim  women.  At 
the  same  time,  it  would  combat  the  reli- 
gious backwardness  that  consigns  so  many 
women  to  the  hideous  oppression  sym- 
bolized by  the  veil.  Such  a party  would 
champion  women’s  right  to  abortion,  equal 
pay  for  equal  work  and  free  24-hour  day 
care.  It  would  also  fight  to  mobilize  the 
working  class  in  defense  of  the  black  and 
Latino  youth  who  are  in  the  gunsights  of 
the  police  in  places  like  Montreal-Nord. 

It  is  vital  to  oppose  the  divisions 
along  linguistic  lines  promoted  both  by 
Anglo-chauvinist  bigots  and  by  Que- 
bec nationalists  who  call  to  toughen  the 
French-language  Charter  (Law  101).  For 
example,  the  PQ  seeks  to  compel  everyone 
but  anglophones  to  attend  French  Cegeps 
(junior  colleges].  Marxists  oppose  all  "offi- 
cial language”  laws  and  any  school  system 
based  on  language  or  religion.  We  are  for  a 
single  public,  integrated  and  secular  school 
system  with  bilingual  or  multilingual  edu- 
cation wherever  necessary.  The  working 
class  can  only  be  united  by  opposing  all 
privileges  for  any  nation  or  language. 

For  a Marxist  Perspective 

Through  their  struggles,  layers  of  stu- 
dent youth  have  learned  firsthand  some 
basic  truths  about  capitalism.  They  have 
witnessed  the  repressive  role  of  the  bour- 
geois state,  centrally  including  the  cops 


who  have  arrested  over  2,500  students 
and  their  supporters.  It  is  crucial  that 
these  and  other  lessons  be  assimilated 
and  generalized  by  studying  the  histori- 
cal experiences  of  the  international  work- 
ers movement  and  the  program  of  revolu- 
tionary Marxism. 

The  best  model  for  successful  social 
struggle  is  the  October  1917  workers 
revolution  in  Russia,  which  overthrew 
capitalism  in  the  tsarist  "prison  house  of 
peoples."  A myriad  of  national  and  ethnic 
minorities  were  denied  their  rights  under 
the  tsar’s  brutal  autocracy.  Lenin’s  Bol- 
shevik Party  fought  for  the  right  to  self- 
determination — i.e.,  to  secession — for 
such  nations,  combating  Great  Russian 
chauvinism  and  winning  support  from 
the  non-Russian  minorities.  The  Bolshe- 
viks denounced  national  exclusiveness  and 
privileges  for  any  nation  or  language,  which 
serve  only  to  divide  the  working  class. 

By  abolishing  capitalist  private  prop- 
erty, the  Revolution  gave  the  Soviet 
masses  access  to  jobs,  housing  and 
free  education.  Despite  its  degenera- 
tion under  the  nationalist  bureaucracy  of 
Joseph  Stalin  starting  in  1924,  the  Soviet 
Union  was  able  to  maintain  a central- 
ized planned  economy  and  develop  into 
a modern  industrial  power.  Illiteracy  was 
practically  eliminated.  Students  from 
around  the  neocolonial  world  flocked  to 
Moscow  for  the  quality  of  its  free  edu- 
cation system.  The  Soviets  were  able  to 
compete  with  the  much  more  powerful 
U.S.  imperialists  in  a decades-long  arms 
race  (provoked  by  the  U.S.),  and  achieved 
such  huge  technological  advances  as  the 
first  artificial  satellite  and  the  first  man 
into  space. 

All  this  and  more  showed  the  huge 
advantages  of  economic  planning  no 
longer  directed  by  the  drive  for  private 
profit.  But  these  achievements  were 
undermined  by  the  parasitic  Stalinist 
bureaucracy,  and  the  Soviet  Union  was 
eventually  destroyed  by  capitalist  coun- 
terrevolution in  1991-92.  We  Trotsky- 
ists fought  for  its  unconditional  defense 
against  imperialism  and  counterrevolu- 
tion. while  seeking  a proletarian  politi- 
cal revolution  to  oust  the  bureaucracy 
and  establish  workers  democracy.  This 
remains  our  stance  toward  the  bureau- 
cratically deformed  workers  states  of 
China,  Vietnam,  Laos.  North  Korea  and 
Cuba.  This  stands  in  sharp  contrast  to 
the  reformist  left  groups,  including  those 
who  back  Quebec  Solidaire  as  well  as  the 
Maoists  and  anarchists;  indeed,  most  of 
them  openly  took  the  side  of  their  own 
imperialists  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

Only  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and 
the  establishment  of  workers  rule  can  put 
an  end  to  poverty  and  all-sided  oppres- 
sion and  open  up  new  vistas  for  human- 
ity. This  is  not  just  a task  for  Quebec,  but 
for  all  of  Canada,  the  U.S.  and  the  entire 
world.  The  way  forward  for  Quebec  stu- 
dent radicals  is  to  commit  their  energy  to 
forging  a binational,  multiethnic  Marxist 
vanguard  party,  part  of  a reforged  Fourth 
International,  world  party  of  socialist 
revolution.  We  urge  you  to  examine  the 
principles,  program  and  analyses  of  the 
Trotskyist  League/Ligue  Trotskyste — 
section  of  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist) — and 
join  us  in  this  fight,  which  is  essential  to 
the  future  of  mankind.  ■ 


Trotskyist  League  of  Canada  Forums 


Lessons  of  the  Struggles  in  Quebec 

•Students:  Ally  with  the  Working  Class! 

•For  Revolutionary  Leadership! 
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Keystone 


Spanish  Civil  War  poster  with  image  of  Asturian  miner.  Above:  Bourgeois- 
nationalist  Luis  Companys  (center),  head  of  1936-37  popular-front  Catalan 
Generalitat,  in  1934.  Popular-frontist  leftists  who  supported  capitalist  gov- 
ernments betrayed  Spanish  workers  revolution. 


Spain... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

percent.  A 24-year-old  miner  declared: 
"Without  mining,  and  with  the  current 
economic  situation,  I have  no  future”  (El 
Pais,  11  July). 

Spain  is  now  at  the  center  of  the  eco- 
nomic storm  tearing  apart  the  euro  zone. 
In  July  this  year.  Spain  was  forced  to  seek 
a bailout  of  up  to  100  billion  euros  for 
its  banking  system,  which  has  been  hit  by 
the  collapse  of  a housing  and  construction 
bubble.  At  the  same  time,  the  right-wing 
Popular  Party  (PP)  government  of  Mari- 
ano Rajoy  announced  sweeping  budget 
cuts  and  tax  increases  totaling  65  billion 
euros  to  meet  EU  diktats. 

Rajoy 's  measures  are  a continuation 
and  expansion  of  the  austerity  imposed 
by  the  previous  administration  headed  by 
Josd  Luis  Zapatero  of  the  Spanish  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  (PSOE).  During  his 
seven  years  in  office,  Zapatero  slashed 
spending  on  social  services  and  the  sala- 
ries of  public  employees.  He  also  intro- 
duced draconian  legislation  to  increase 
labor  “flexibility”  by  generalizing  tem- 
porary contracts,  by  making  it  easier  for 
bosses  to  lay  off  workers  and  by  raising 
the  retirement  age  to  67.  But  the  savage 
attacks  on  the  jobs  and  living  standards 
of  Spanish  workers  have  only  exacerbated 
the  crisis,  with  the  country  in  the  grip  of  a 
double-dip  recession  and  a sovereign  debt 
crisis.  The  Spanish  bourgeoisie  and  EU 
leaders  are  terrified  that  the  euro  zone  cri- 
sis, which  has  already  resulted  in  bailouts 
for  heavily  indebted  Greece,  Portugal 
and  Ireland,  is  now  threatening  to  bring 
down  Spain,  a country  whose  economy  is 
larger  than  that  of  those  three  countries 
combined. 

The  decimation  of  mining  communities 
in  Spain,  like  the  devastation  wreaked  on 
the  working  class  in  Greece,  illustrates 
again  that  workers  throughout  Europe  have 
a common  interest  in  opposing  the  EU  as 
a component  of  the  struggle  against  their 
own  capitalist  rulers.  As  proletarian  revo- 
lutionary internationalists,  we  are  opposed 
on  principle  to  the  EU,  a mechanism  by 
which  the  combined  capitalist  powers 
impose  austerity  on  their  own  working 
classes,  and  the  dominant  powers,  led  by 
Germany,  subordinate  the  weaker  ones. 
Our  opposition  to  the  EU  flows  from  the 
basic  standpoint  of  opposing  capitalism 
and  imperialism.  To  the  bosses’  EU,  we 
counterpose  the  call  for  the  expropriation 
of  the  capitalist  exploiters  through  work- 
ers revolution  and  the  establishment  of  a 
Socialist  United  States  of  Europe. 

Union  Tops  Squander 
Workers’  Militancy 

The  Asturian  miners  have  historically 
played  a vanguard  role  in  the  Spanish 
working  class.  Their  strike  galvanized  sup- 
port among  workers  around  the  country 
and  internationally  and  could  have  been 
the  springboard  for  generalized  working- 


class  struggle  against  capitalist  austerity. 
To  bring  their  protest  to  the  Spanish  gov- 
ernment. miners  marched  more  than  250 
miles  to  Madrid.  When  they  arrived  in  the 
capital  on  July  10.  they  were  greeted  by 
hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  chant- 
ing: “Working-class  Madrid  supports  the 
miners!”  At  a massive  demonstration  the 
next  day  in  Madrid,  the  police  charged 
demonstrators,  arresting  eight  people  and 
wounding  42.  Delegations  of  miners  from 
Chile.  Poland.  Germany  and  Britain  vis- 
ited their  Spanish  class  brothers  to  solidar- 
ize  with  their  struggle.  British  miners,  vet- 
erans of  the  bitter  strike  of  1984-85,  and 
others  launched  the  Spanish  Miners’  Soli- 
darity Committee,  raising  several  thousand 
pounds. 

There  is  no  shortage  of  working-class 
militancy  in  Spain,  as  evidenced  by  numer- 
ous union-centered  mass  demonstrations, 
a one-day  general  strike  last  March,  work 
stoppages  by  Iberia  pilots  and  other  strike 
actions  across  the  country.  But  officials 
of  the  two  main  union  federations — the 
PSOE-led  General  Workers  Union  (UGT) 
and  the  Workers  Commissions  (CC.OO.), 
in  which  the  Spanish  Communist  Party 
(PCE)  has  influence — worked  overtime 
to  keep  the  miners  strike  isolated  in  the 
remote  coal  mining  regions  of  Asturias, 
Le6n  and  Aragon. 

In  early  June,  an  effective  transport 
strike  in  Asturias  briefly  coincided  with 
the  miners’  struggle,  producing  a situ- 
ation that  the  bourgeois  newspaper  El 
Pat's  (8  June)  described  as  “social  revolt.” 
However,  the  UGT/CC.OO.  bureaucrats, 
committed  to  the  defense  of  the  interests 
of  their  “own”  capitalist  rulers,  moved 
quickly  to  settle  separately  with  the  trans- 
port bosses.  They  agreed  to  a wage  freeze 
this  year  and  a pathetic  1.1  percent  increase 
over  the  next  two  years  while  leaving  the 
miners  hanging.  Characteristically,  right 
after  selling  out  the  miners,  the  heads  of 
the  two  federations  went  groveling  to  the 


royal  palace  in  Madrid  to  “pass  on  their 
concern"  to  King  Juan  Carlos. 

By  calling  off  the  miners  strike  with 
nothing  to  show  for  it,  the  trade-union 
bureaucrats  squandered  the  hard  class 
battle  waged  by  the  workers,  which  will 
further  embolden  the  bourgeoisie  to  carry 
out  new  attacks  on  the  Spanish  prole- 
tariat. During  the  strike,  police  arrested 
dozens  of  miners  and  their  supporters.  We 
say:  Drop  all  charges!  Free  all  those  still 
detained  now! 

When  the  PSOE  was  trounced  in  the 
November  2011  elections,  the  United  Left 
coalition  (Izquierda  Unida — IU),  which  is 
dominated  by  the  reformist  PCE  and  sup- 
ported by  the  bulk  of  the  Spanish  left,  was 
among  the  beneficiaries.  The  thoroughly 
parliamentarisl  IU,  which  postures  as  a 
“left”  alternative  to  the  PSOE,  is  a classic 
popular-frontist  alliance.  It  encompasses 
the  Communist  Party,  an  array  of  bour- 
geois Republicans  and  nationalists  and 
petty-bourgeois  Greens. 

The  Spanish  bourgeoisie’s  current 
attacks  on  the  working  class  were  facili- 
tated by  the  prior  betrayals  of  the  trade- 
union  bureaucrats  and  their  reformist 
tails,  most  notably  during  the  December 
2010  work  stoppage  by  air  traffic  control- 
lers in  the  USCA  union  (see  “Defend  Air 
Traffic  Controllers!”  WVNo.  971,  7 Janu- 
ary 201 1).  When  USCA  members  brought 
the  airports  to  a halt  by  staging  a mass 
sick-out,  the  PSOE  government  invoked 
martial  law  measures  not  used  since  the 
end  of  the  Franco  military  dictatorship  in 
the  mid  1970s.  Air  traffic  controllers  were 
forced  back  to  work  by  armed  police  and 
threatened  with  charges  of  sedition.  This 
outrage  should  have  been  met  by  mas- 
sive protests  by  the  unions.  Instead,  the 
UGT  and  CC.OO.  bureaucrats  denounced 
the  air  traffic  controllers,  justifying  their 
class  treason  with  the  claim  that  USCA 
is  not  a union  and  that  its  members  are 
pampered  and  highly  paid.  The  United 
Left’s  parliamentary  deputy  Gaspar  Lla- 
mazares  denounced  the  controllers*  action 
as  “an  abuse  of  power.”  Today,  Llama- 
zares  pleads  with  the  Rajoy  government 
for  “dialogue”  with  the  miners. 

Revolutionary  Struggle  and 
Popular-Front  Betrayal 

Today’s  reformist  misleaders  of  the 
Spanish  working  class  are  the  political 
heirs  of  the  social-democratic  and  Stalin- 
ist class  traitors  who  rallied  to  the  defense 
of  the  bourgeois  order  during  the  Span- 
ish Civil  War,  liquidating  a proletarian 
revolution  and  opening  the  road  to  the 
bloody  40-year  reign  of  General  Fran- 
cisco Franco.  With  the  January  1930  fall 
of  the  Primo  de  Rivera  dictatorship  and 
of  the  monarchy  a year  later,  a period  of 
revolutionary  turmoil  opened  up  in  Spain. 

Only  proletarian  revolution  could  begin 
to  address  the  problems  facing  the  coun- 
try— such  as  the  wretched  conditions 
of  the  peasantry,  the  domination  of  the 
state  by  the  Catholic  church,  the  hideous 
oppression  of  women  and  the  national 
subjugation  of  Catalonia  and  the  Basque 
country.  The  bourgeois  Republicans  who 


took  over  from  Primo  de  Rivera  and 
Alfonso  XIII  launched  ferocious  attacks 
on  the  working  class.  In  this,  they  were 
aided  by  the  social  democrats  of  the 
PSOE  who  joined  the  government  in  1931. 
with  “left”  PSOE  leader  Largo  Caballero 
serving  as  minister  of  labor. 

In  October  1934,  enraged  by  the  entry 
of  a clerical-fascist  party  into  the  Republi- 
can government,  workers  in  Asturias,  led 
by  the  miners,  staged  an  insurrectionary 
general  strike,  routing  the  state  forces. 
The  workers  soon  established  themselves 
as  masters  of  the  region,  organizing  and 
controlling  production  and  distribution  of 
consumer  goods.  Barracks  were  stormed 
and  arms  were  distributed  to  the  workers. 
General  strikes  followed  in  Madrid,  led 
by  the  PSOE/UGT  under  immense  pres- 
sure from  the  working  class,  and  in  Bar- 
celona. However,  these  insurrectionary 
strikes  were  betrayed,  and  the  Asturias 
uprising  remained  isolated.  The  role  of 
the  anarcho-syndicalists  was  particularly 
grotesque:  the  refusal  of  the  CNT  labor 
federation  to  join  the  general  strike  in 
Catalonia  was  one  of  the  main  reasons  for 
the  defeat.  The  Asturias  insurrection  was 
eventually  crushed  by  troops  sent  by  the 
Republican  government  under  the  com- 
mand of  General  Franco. 

The  1934  uprising  was  a harbinger  of 
the  Civil  War,  which  erupted  in  July  1936. 
When  Franco  placed  himself  at  the  head 
of  a military  coup  aimed  at  crushing 
the  Spanish  proletariat,  workers  com- 
mandeered weapons  from  barracks, 
arrested  military  officers  and  seized  fac- 
tories. This  incipient  proletarian  revo- 
lution was  ultimately  defeated,  not  by 
Franco’s  troops  and  the  small  bands  of 
fascist  hoodlums,  but  by  the  treachery  of 
the  workers’  own  leaders.  The  social  dem- 
ocrats, Stalinists  and  anarchists  joined 
with  bourgeois  Republicans  in  popular- 
front  governments  in  Madrid  and  in 
the  Catalan  Generalitat  in  Barcelona.  The 
popular  front  killed  insurgent  workers, 
disarmed  militants  and  gave  the  factories 
back  to  the  bourgeoisie  and  the  land  back 
to  the  landowners,  liquidating  the  prole- 
tarian revolution  in  the  name  of  defense 
of  bourgeois  "democracy." 

Bolshevik  leader  Leon  Trotsky,  sum- 
ming up  the  experience  of  the  Spanish 
Civil  War,  noted: 

“Two  irreconcilable  programs  thus  con- 
fronted each  other  on  the  territory  of 
republican  Spain.  On  the  one  hand,  the 
program  of  saving  at  any  cost  private 
property  from  the  proletariat,  and  sav- 
ing as  far  as  possible  democracy  from 
Franco;  on  the  other  hand,  the  program 
of  abolishing  private  property  through 
the  conquest  of  power  by  the  proletariat. 
The  first  program  expressed  the  interests 
of  capitalism  through  the  medium  of  the 
labor  aristocracy,  the  top  petty-bourgeois 
circles,  and  especially  the  Soviet  bureauc- 
racy. The  second  program  translated  into 
the  language  of  Marxism  the  tendencies 
of  the  revolutionary  mass  movement,  not 
fully  conscious  but  powerful.  Unfortu- 
nately for  the  revolution,  between  the 
handful  of  Bolsheviks  and  the  revolution- 
ary proletariat  stood  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary wall  of  the  Popular  Front." 

— “The  Lessons  of  Spain:  The  Last 
Warning,”  17  December  1937 
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Voter  ID  Laws... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

five  million  eligible  voters. 

The  potential  loss  of  voters  who  in  the 
main  are  likely  to  go  for  Obama  greatly 
exercises  Democratic  Party  supporters. 
They  have  rightly  pointed  out  that  there 
is  no  evidence  of  any  significant  fraud  by 
voters  in  this  country  and  have  launched 
a bevy  of  suits  challenging  these  laws.  At 
the  same  time.  Barack  Obama  and  the 
Democrats  have  helped  set  the  stage  for 
this  offensive  against  voting  rights,  not 
least  by  peddling  the  myth  that  racial 
oppression  is  a relic  of  the  past  long  since 
overcome.  Such  arguments  are  the  basis 
for  suits  filed  by  several  Republican- 
controlled  states  to  annul  key  provisions 
of  the  1965  Voting  Rights  Act  that  came 
out  of  the  civil  rights  movement. 

There  is  no  question  that  the  voter  ID 
laws  delight  the  Tea  Party  yahoos,  who  are 
prone  to  deny  that  Barack  Obama  is  a U.S. 
citizen  or  that  black  people  are  part  of  the 
species  homo  sapiens.  Following  a recent 
decision  by  Ohio  officials  to  effectively 
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Rally  against  Pennsylvania  voter  ID 
law  at  Capitol  in  Harrisburg,  July  24. 

shorten  early  voting  hours  in  urban  areas, 
a Republican  county  chairman  commented 
in  PC  code:  “I  guess  I really  actually  feel 
we  shouldn’t  contort  the  voting  process  to 
accommodate  the  urban — read  African- 
American — voter  turnout  machine.”  Many 
of  the  recently  enacted  voter  ID  bills  echo 
"model  legislation"  distributed  by  the 


American  Legislative  Exchange  Council, 
which  also  has  pushed  the  “stand  your 
ground”  laws  promoting  racist  vigilantism. 
This  right-wing  think  tank  is  bankrolled 
by  the  Koch  brothers  who  loomed  large  in 
Wisconsin  governor  Scott  Walker’s  attack 
on  the  public  workers  unions  there,  as 
well  as  by  other  reactionary  fat  cats  and 
mainstream  corporations  (AT&T,  Bank  of 
America  and  others). 

Vote  stealing  is  bipartisan  and  as 
American  as  apple  pie.  The  election  of 
John  Kennedy  in  1960  by  the  narrowest 
of  margins  is  widely  attributed  to  voting 
"irregularities"  perpetrated  by  the  Demo- 
crats in  Chicago  and  Texas.  It  is  almost 
certain  that  A1  Gore  lost  in  2000  because 
black  votes  in  several  Florida  counties 
were  disappeared.  In  neither  case  did  the 
swindled  parly  protest  with  great  vigor. 
Both  the  Republican  and  Democratic 
parties  are  bourgeois  parties  committed 
to  the  maintenance  of  capitalist  rule  and 
have  little  desire  to  disturb  the  orderly 
succession  to  the  imperial  presidency. 

The  ballot  is  a fundamental  right  that 
must  be  tenaciously  defended.  Depriving 
the  oppressed  of  basic  democratic  rights 
underscores  and  reinforces  their  vulner- 
ability in  the  face  of  reaction.  After  the 
smashing  of  the  Southern  slavocracy  in 
the  Civil  War,  the  liberated  slaves  were 
extended  their  rights  as  citizens,  includ- 
ing to  vote  and  to  hold  office,  rights  that 
were  enforced  by  Union  troops  in  the 
South.  The  last  of  these  troops  were  with- 
drawn as  part  of  the  1877  Compromise 
in  exchange  for  the  Democrats  dropping 
any  challenge  to  Republican  Rutherford 
B.  Hayes  becoming  president.  With  the 
Democratic  Party  as  its  architect,  the  sys- 
tem of  Jim  Crow  took  hold  in  the  South, 
forcibly  segregating  black  people  at  the 
bottom  of  society.  Not  a few  were  mur- 
dered during  the  civil  rights  movement 
for  fighting  against  segregation  and  to 
regain  the  right  to  vote.  In  this  period,  the 
Republicans  began  their  drive  to  supplant 
the  Democrats  as  the  foremost  party  of 
racist  reaction. 

Since  then,  the  gains  of  the  strug- 
gles for  civil  rights  have  steadily  been 
eroded,  as  has  the  general  well-being  of 
black  people,  whether  the  president  was 
a Republican  or  a Democrat.  A number 
of  Supreme  Court  decisions  in  recent 
decades  have  ruled  that  unless  the  gov- 
ernment directly  proscribes  black  people 
as  a group,  its  actions  and  legislation 
cannot  be  deemed  racist  unless  one  can 
prove  intent.  At  the  same  time,  massive 
numbers  of  blacks  have  been  ensnared  in 
the  racist  criminal  justice  system,  espe- 
cially under  the  “war  on  drugs.” 

Democrats  often  were  more  zealous 
than  their  Republican  counterparts  in 
pushing  for  sterner  drug  laws  and  longer 


Harper's  Weekly 


“The  First  Vote”:  Blacks  casting 
ballots  during  1867  state  elections 
in  the  South. 

sentences,  most  notably  and  notoriously 
the  Rev.  Jesse  Jackson,  who  proclaimed 
that  “dope"  was  more  of  a threat  to 
black  people  than  was  the  Jim  Crow-era 
lynch  mob  "rope."  Today.  13  percent  of 
all  black  men  have  felony  convictions, 
with  most  of  these  denied  the  franchise 
by  law.  The  Spartacist  League  stands 
opposed  to  any  and  all  restrictions  on 
the  rights  of  citizens,  including  felons,  to 
vote,  and  in  favor  of  the  extension  of  full 
citizenship  rights  to  all  immigrants — 
including  the  right  of  franchise.  We  also 
call  for  the  decriminalization  of  drugs. 

What  has  been  put  in  place  by  the  vote 
can  be  undone  by  the  vote.  And  although 
the  right  to  vote  is  important,  funda- 
mental change  requires  class  and  social 
struggle.  It  was  the  Union  victory  in  the 
Civil  War  that  ended  chattel  slavery;  it 
was  the  giant  labor  battles  of  the  1930s 
that  won  organizing  rights;  and  it  was 
the  mobilization  of  thousands  upon  thou- 
sands of  fighters  against  segregation  that 
brought  Jim  Crow  to  an  end.  And  it  will 
not  be  the  ballot  that  abolishes  this  racist, 
capitalist  order.  That  will  require  forging 
a revolutionary  workers  party  to  overturn 
it  through  socialist  revolution. 

Chattel  slavery  was  the  foundation 
stone  of  the  American  capitalist  system. 
Its  continuation  is  buttressed  by  the  race/ 
caste  oppression  of  black  people  that  has 
served  to  divide  the  working  class,  with 
the  result  that  the  U.S.  remains  the  only 
advanced  industrial  nation  without  even 
a reformist  labor  party.  At  the  same  time, 
black  workers  are  a strategic  component 
of  the  working  class.  The  joining  of  the 
fight  for  black  freedom  to  the  struggle 
against  all  exploitation  and  oppression  is 
the  Achilles’  heel  of  the  U.S.  imperialist 
system. 

Americans  are  not  greatly  energized 


by  the  opportunity  to  elect  their  lead- 
ers. In  the  last  thirteen  presidential  elec- 
tions. the  highest  turnout  was  63  percent 
of  the  voting-age  population  in  the  1960 
contest  that  resulted  in  JFK’s  victory.  In 
midterm  Congressional  elections  over  the 
same  period,  the  highest  turnout  was  48 
percent  in  1966.  It  is  not  unreasonable 
to  assume  that  more  than  a few  citizens 
tend  to  think  that  it  makes  little  differ- 
ence who  wins.  That  is  in  fact  the  case. 
Marxist  leader  V.  I.  Lenin  succinctly 
described  bourgeois  elections  in  his  1917 
work.  The  State  and  Revolution , as  a 
chance  for  voters  to  "decide  once  every 
few  years  which  member  of  the  ruling 
class  is  to  repress  and  crush  the  people." 

Contrary  to  popular  perception,  the 
election  of  FDR  did  nothing  to  allevi- 
ate the  devastation  of  the  1930s  Great 
Depression  that  persisted  until  the  onset 
of  World  War  II  revived  the  economy. 
Neither  has  the  election  of  Barack  Obama 
done  anything  to  ameliorate  the  miser- 
ies accompanying  the  "Great  Recession,” 
even  as  he  lavished  billions  on  the  bank- 
ers responsible  for  the  ruin.  Nevertheless, 
black  people  remain  in  his  camp  because 
they  see  the  calumnies  heaped  on  him 
by  the  "Anyone  but  Obama”  crowd  as, 
at  base,  racist  (which  they  often  are). 
Far  from  combating  racial  oppression, 
Obama’s  preoccupations  have  been  shred- 
ding democratic  rights  under  the  "war  on 
terror”  and  deporting  record  numbers  of 
immigrants.  Not  coincidentally,  in  states 
with  large  Latino  populations  like  Flor- 
ida and  Texas,  voting  restrictions  were 
enacted  in  part  to  counter  fantasized  voter 
fraud  by  "illegals." 

In  protesting  the  judicial  decision  on 
Pennsylvania’s  voter  ID  law,  AFL-CIO 
president  Richard  Trumka  fulminates 
that  such  laws  “undermine  our  democ- 
racy.” Trumka’s  actual  concern  is  that 
they  undermine  the  Democratic  Party, 
but  neither  is  the  U.S.  "our  democracy.” 
Capitalism,  in  both  its  “democratic”  and 
totalitarian  wrappings,  has  produced  two 
world  wars  and  the  Great  Depression 
and  has  long  outlived  any  progressive 
role.  Given  the  rotten  record  of  whatever 
Commander-in-Chief  is  in  office,  it  nor- 
mally falls  to  the  liberals,  the  trade-union 
tops  and  the  reformist  socialists  to  exhort 
working  and  poor  people  to  run  to  the 
polls  to  vote  against  the  greater  evil — 
invariably  the  Republican  candidate.  The 
simple  fact  is  that  it  is  never  in  the  inter- 
ests of  the  exploited  and  the  oppressed  to 
vote  for  the  Democrats,  Republicans  or 
any  other  capitalist  party.  Continuing  to 
spread  illusions  in  the  lesser  bourgeois 
evil  only  delays  the  fight  to  forge  the  revo- 
lutionary socialist  party  that  will  consign 
bloody  capitalist  imperialism  to  the  ash- 
can  of  history.  ■ 


What  was  missing  in  Spain  in  1936  was 
a revolutionary  workers  party  like  Lenin 
and  Trotsky’s  Bolshevik  Party,  which  led 
the  proletarian  revolution  of  October  1917 
in  Russia.  That  there  was  no  such  party 
was  conditioned  by  the  political  capitula- 
tion of  Andrds  Nin  and  Juan  Andrade,  who 
broke  with  the  Trotskyist  Left  Opposition 
in  Spain  in  the  1930s  in  order  to  pursue 
unprincipled  blocs  and  maneuvers,  finally 
fusing  with  the  right-centrist  Workers  and 
Peasants  Bloc  to  form  the  POUM.  The 
POUM  joined  the  bourgeois  popular  front 
and  the  capitalist  Catalan  government  in 
1936  (see  “Trotskyism  vs.  Popular  Frontism 
in  the  Spanish  Civil  War,"  Spartacist  (Eng- 
lish edition]  No.  61,  Spring  2009). 

When  workers  in  Spain  began  to  stir 
in  the  1960s,  the  Asturian  miners  again 
were  in  the  vanguard,  launching  in  1962 
a general  strike  that  would  be  the  Franco 
regime's  first  defeat  by  the  proletariat. 
After  Franco’s  death  in  November  1975, 
the  reformists  again  rode  to  the  rescue 
of  the  capitalists  when  a powerful  wave 
of  strikes  threatened  to  shake  the  bour- 
geois order  to  its  foundation.  The  PSOE 
and  the  PCE  once  again  formed  popular- 
frontist  alliances  with  bourgeois  forces 
in  the  name  of  a "transition"  to  (bour- 
geois) democracy,  presided  over  by  King 
Juan  Carlos.  The  forging  of  a revolution- 


ary party  in  Spain,  as  part  of  a reforged 
Fourth  International,  will  require  learning 
the  lessons  of  the  1930s  and  completely 
breaking  with  the  popular  front,  including 
its  most  “left-wing"  expression. 

The  “Left”  Tails  of  PSOE/IU 

Since  the  death  of  Franco  and  the  re- 
establishment of  bourgeois  parliamen- 
tarism in  Spain  in  the  late  1970s,  the 
Spanish  left  has  acted  as  a tail,  either 
of  the  PSOE  or  of  the  United  Left,  or 
sometimes  of  both.  A case  in  point  is 
Corriente  Marxista  Internacional,  which 
supports  the  late  Ted  Grant  and  which 
recently  split  from  Alan  Woods’  Interna- 
tional Marxist  Tendency.  The  Grantites 
are  doing  what  they  can  to  keep  the  pro- 
letariat in  the  embrace  of  the  discred- 
ited social  democracy,  urging  in  their 
newspaper  El  Militante  (February  2012) 
"a  real  turn  to  the  left"  by  the  PSOE 
to  "recover  the  trust  of  the  millions  of 
workers  who  turned  their  backs  on  us  in 
the  last  elections.”  They  further  advise 
the  PSOE  to  "distance  itself  clearly  from 
antisocial  policies  such  as  those  which 
the  PP  has  been  implementing,”  as  if 
it  was  not  the  PSOE  itself  which  had 
launched  the  austerity  drive  against  the 
working  class. 

While  seeking  to  revive  the  fortunes 


of  the  PSOE,  the  Grantites  also  tail  after 
the  United  Left.  One  follower  of  El  Mili- 
tante, Santiago  Jimdnez,  is  also  the  IU 
mayor  of  Villaverde  del  Rio  (Sevilla). 
As  such,  he  is  in  charge  of  administer- 
ing capitalism  at  the  municipal  level — its 
repressive  apparatus  as  well  as  its  sewers, 
i.e.,  he  is  a "sewer  socialist.”  This  activ- 
ity is  entirely  consistent  with  the  Grantite 
program,  which  is  defined  by  the  pursuit 
of  reforms  within  the  framework  of  bour- 
geois democracy  and  electoralism. 

En  Lucha/En  Lluita,  Spanish  asso- 
ciates of  the  British  Socialist  Workers 
Party,  enthuse  over  the  petty-bourgeois 
"Indignados"  movement  and  call  to 
"strengthen  the  bridges  between  the 
workers’  and  the  social  movements” 
with  the  Indignados  "at  the  head"  (En 
Lucha,  16  July).  However,  at  least  a sec- 
tion of  the  Indignados  movement,  which 
is  hostile  to  the  organized  working  class, 
has  come  out  in  opposition  to  the  miners 
strike  on  the  grounds  that  coal  mining  is 
bad  for  the  environment  and  “generates 
noise"  (madrid.tomalaplaza.net,  31  May). 
En  Lucha  also  tails  after  the  United  Left. 
In  the  November  2011  general  election, 
En  Lucha  ran  a few  candidates  on  an 
"Anticapitalist’’  ticket,  while  calling  for 
a vote  to  the  1U  elsewhere  (i.e.,  almost 
everywhere). 


Similarly,  their  cothinkers  in  the  Greek 
Socialist  Workers  Party  ran  candidates 
as  part  of  the  leftist  Antarsya  coalition  in 
the  June  elections  in  Greece.  At  the  same 
time,  they  supported  Syriza,  the  larger 
left  coalition,  which  is  for  the  imperial- 
ist EU,  the  euro  and  NATO.  In  contrast, 
our  comrades  of  the  Trotskyist  Group 
of  Greece  gave  critical  support  to  the 
Stalinist  Communist  Party  (KKE).  While 
sharply  exposing  the  KKE's  reformist 
program  and  history  of  betrayals,  our 
comrades  noted  that  the  Greek  Stalinists 
at  least  stood  for  exit  from  the  EU — a key 
question  in  the  election — and  refused  to 
enter  any  coalition  with  bourgeois  par- 
ties, resisting  enormous  pressure  to  join  a 
“unity  of  the  left”  coalition  with  Syriza 
(see  "Greek  Elections:  Workers  Face  More 
Austerity,"  WV  No.  1005,  6 July). 

The  global  economic  crisis  starkly 
poses  the  need  to  do  away  with  the 
boom-bust  cycles  of  capitalism.  That 
requires  new  October  Revolutions  that 
expropriate  the  super-rich  exploiters  and 
reorganize  production  to  meet  human 
need.  Such  would  lay  the  basis  for  a 
real  international  division  of  labor  in  a 
planned  economy,  opening  the  road  to  an 
egalitarian  socialist  society.  It  is  for  this 
goal  that  the  International  Communist 
League  (Fourth  Internationalist)  fights.  ■ 
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In  li 


Dialectical  Materialism  vs.  Bourgeois  Rationalism 


A Marxist  Critique  of  the 


In  recent  years,  atheism  has  gained 
a certain  currency  among  liberal- 
minded  members  of  the  American 
petty  bourgeoisie.  Atheist  and  secu- 
lar humanist  clubs  have  been  formed 
not  only  on  college  campuses  but  also 
in  small  towns  in  the  South.  Athe- 
ist activism  is  also  found  in  rather 
unlikely  social  milieus.  At  Fort 
Bragg,  North  Carolina,  Sgt.  Justin 
Griffith  and  a few  cothinkers  have 
established  the  Military  Atheists  and 
Secular  Humanists  and  extended  the 
organization  to  other  military  bases. 


PART  ONE 


Griffith  and  others  objected  when  in 
the  fall  of  2010  the  Ft.  Bragg  com- 
manders sponsored  an  on-base  event 
by  the  Billy  Graham  Evangelistic 
Association.  In  response.  Griffith 
proposed  to  organize  an  atheist  event 
featuring  such  speakers  as  Richard 
Dawkins,  a British  evolutionary  biol- 
ogist and  author  of  The  God  Delusion 
(2006),  the  best-known  exposition  of 
what  is  called  the  "new  atheism." 

Sgt.  Griffith’s  views  and  activities 
highlight  a seemingly  contradictory  situ- 
ation. Adherents  of  the  self-styled  Chris- 
tian right  regard  proponents  of  atheism 
as  an  abomination,  a dire  and  insidious 
threat  to  the  supposedly  unique  greatness 
of  the  American  nation.  On  the  other  side, 
most  atheists  and  other  freethinkers  in  the 
U.S.  today  view  themselves  as  good  citi- 
zens and  upholders  of  the  American  way 
of  life  and  traditional  political  system.  A 
20.000-strong  “rally  for  reason"  in  Wash- 
ington, D.C.,  earlier  this  year  was  heavily 
promoted  by  Dawkins  as  a means  to  fur- 
ther the  acceptability  of  “freethinkers"  in 
political  life. 

What  we  have  here  is  a particular 
manifestation  of  the  changed  political- 
ideological  contours  of  the  post-Soviet 
world.  Since  the  counterrevolutionary 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in  the  early 
1990s,  atheism  is  no  longer  so  strongly 
identified  in  popular  consciousness  with 
communism  or  other  forms  of  left-wing 
social  radicalism.  The  intellectual  pro- 
moters of  the  “new  atheism,"  which 
emerged  in  the  mid  2000s,  are  and  have 
always  been  hostile  to  Marxism.  Dawkins 
as  well  as  Daniel  Dennett  and  Sam  Har- 
ris, two  other  leading  “new  atheists,”  are 
prominent  exponents  of  “sociobiology  ,”  a 
form  of  biological  determinism  used  to 
justify  reactionary  garbage  such  as  male 
dominance  and  black  inferiority. 

During  the  Cold  War,  a shared  enmity 
toward  the  USSR  and  Communism  muted 
the  hostility  of  religious-minded  rightists 
to  irreligious  liberal  intellectuals.  But 
especially  over  the  last  two  decades. 


publicity  campaign  ad,  2009. 

Christian  fundamentalists,  believing  that 
international  Communism  was  vanquished 
with  the  fall  of  the  Soviet  Union,  have 
turned  their  fire  against  the  secularist 
"enemy  within"  and  the  entire  tradition  of 
Enlightenment  humanism  and  scientific 
rationality. 

For  evangelical  preachers  like  Pat 
Robertson,  it  was  no  longer  Karl  Marx 
but  rather  Charles  Darwin  who  was  the 
main  inspirer  of  the  enemies  of  the 
“American  Christian  nation”  (see  “Hail 
Charles  Darwin!"  WV  No.  854,  16  Sep- 
tember 2005).  In  an  essay  explaining 
the  origins  of  the  “new  atheism,"  Victor 
Stenger,  one  of  its  leading  figures,  com- 
plained about  “Christian  attempts  to 
force  others  to  behave  according  to  their 
beliefs;  to  set  public  policy  based  on  faith 
rather  [than)  reason;  and  to  transform 
America  into  a theocracy"  (“What’s  New 
About  the  New  Atheism?”  Philosophy 
Now,  January/February  2011). 

Then  Came  9/11 

The  core  canon,  so  to  speak,  of.  the 
“new  atheism”  consists  of  five  works; 
Dawkins’  The  God  Delusion , Harris’ 
The  End  of  Faith:  Religion,  Terror,  and 
the  Future  of  Reason  (2004),  Dennett’s 
Breaking  the  Spell:  Religion  as  a Natural 
Phenomenon  (2007),  Christopher  Hitch- 
ens’ God  Is  Not  Great:  How  Religion  Poi- 
sons Everything  (2007)  and  Stenger’s  The 
New  Atheism:  Taking  a Stand  for  Science 
and  Reason  (2009).  While  the  similarities 
among  the  five  authors  are  more  impor- 
tant than  their  differences,  there  are  dif- 


ferences in  emphasis,  that  is,  in  their  main 
concerns  and  foils. 

Dawkins,  Dennett  and  Stenger  were  pri- 
marily responding  to  the  political  ascen- 
dancy of  the  Christian  right  under  the 
Republican  administration  of  George  W. 
Bush.  Reactionary  religious  forces  received 
a major  boost  from  the  “faith-based”  Bush 
regime,  whose  often  demented  policies 
flowed  from  America’s  continued  position, 
based  on  its  overwhelming  military 
strength,  atop  the  world  order  even  as  its 
economy  stagnated.  Dawkins  & Co.  were 
reacting  in  particular  to  the  campaign  to 
make  creationism  ("intelligent  design”)  an 
officially  recognized  alternative  to  Dar- 
winian evolution.  Their  books  mainly 
polemicize  against  arguments  that  aspects 
of  the  natural  world  (the  origin  of  the  cos- 
mos, the  origin  and  diversity  of  living 
organisms,  human  consciousness)  cannot 
be  explained  except  by  the  existence  of  a 
transcendent  supernatural  power. 

The  main  concerns  of  Sam  Harris  and 
the  late  Christopher  Hitchens  were  dif- 
ferent. They  were  basically  responding 
to  the  attack  on  the  World  Trade  Cen- 
ter and  Pentagon  in  September  2001  by 
Islamic  fundamentalists.  Their  books 
would  not  have  been  written  (at  least  in 
their  main  content)  had  that  event  not 
occurred.  Hitchens  also  edited  the  2007 
The  Portable  Atheist,  which  for  the  most 
part  consists  of  representative  irreligious 
thinkers,  beginning  with  the  materialist 
philosophers  of  Greco-Roman  antiquity. 
Four  of  the  final  six  selections  are  specifi- 
cally directed  against  Islam. 
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Harris  and  Hitchens  represent 
that  current  of  liberal  intellectuals 
who  supported  the  global  "war  on 
terror"  on  the  grounds  that  Islamic 
jihadism  had  become  a mortal  threat 
to  Western  civilization.  Harris  was 
positively  apocalyptic:  “A  future  in 
which  Islam  and  the  West  do  not 
stand  on  the  brink  of  mutual  anni- 
hilation is  a future  in  which  most 
Muslims  have  learned  to  ignore 
most  of  their  canon,  just  as  most 
Christians  have  learned  to  do."  The 
British-born  Hitchens,  who  died  last 
year  a U.S.  citizen,  was  notorious 
for  slinging  mud  on  behalf  of  the 
Bush  administration  during  the  Iraq 
war,  captured  in  his  trashing  of  the 
antiwar  country  music  band  Dixie 
Chicks  as  "f— ing  fat  slags.”  Having 
spent  some  of  his  youth  in  the  In- 
ternational Socialists  (now  Socialist 
Workers  Party).  Hitchens  went  on  to 
wave  the  Union  Jack  during  Britain’s 
squalid  war  with  Argentina  over  the 
Malvinas/Falkland  Islands  in  1982 
on  his  way  to  becoming  a full-bodied 
pro-imperialist  pig. 

As  Jeff  Sparrow  aptly  put  it  in 
"The  Weaponization  of  Atheism" 

( CounterPunch , 9 April),  "the  New  Athe- 
ism was  turbocharged  by  9/11."  That  goes 
for  Dawkins  as  well  as  Harris  and  Hitch- 
ens. Dawkins,  who  along  with  numerous 
bourgeois  liberals  opposed  the  invasion  of 
Iraq,  has  been  on  his  home  turf  a voice  of 
the  Islamophobia  that  has  been  whipped 
up  by  and  helped  drive  the  "war  on  terror." 

Dawkins  outraged  Muslim  groups  in 
Britain  two  years  ago  by  insultingly  liken- 
ing the  Muslim  women’s  burqa  to  a trash- 
bin  liner.  The  burqa  is  indeed  both  a sym- 
bol and  instrument  of  women’s  oppression. 
But  Dawkins'  fulminations  against  Islam 
are  those  of  a British  chauvinist  and  shot 
through  with  class  bias.  While  correctly 
denouncing  "faith  schools’*  for  propound- 
ing anti-scientific  nonsense.  Dawkins 
reserves  his  main  fire  for  Muslim  schools, 
where  children  are  “having  their  minds 
stuffed  with  alien  rubbish."  not  those  fol- 
lowing Church  of  England  precepts  ( Daily 
Telegraph.  8 October  2011).  Nor  is  the 
Anglican  state  church  on  the  receiving 
end  of  the  ridicule  that  Dawkins  likes  to 
dish  out  against  Catholic  dogma.  As  any 
Irishman  could  tell  you,  such  ridicule  is 
mighty  common  fare  in  the  land  of  the 
bloody  butcher’s  apron  (Union  Jack). 

Reading  Dennett,  Harris  and  Hitchens, 
one  is  reminded  of  the  old  watchword  of 
British  colonialism:  "the  white  man’s 
burden.”  These  intellectuals  promote  the 
notion  that  the  U.S.  and  West  European 
states  could  and  should  use  military  force 
to  bring  the  benefits  of  “secular  democ- 
racy to  the  benighted  peoples  of  the 
Islamic  world.  Thus  do  the  “new  athe- 


IMAGINE 
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moon. 


Religion  flies  you  into 
buildings. 


a world  without  religion 


“New  atheist"  response 
to  September  2001 
attacks  adopted 
anti-Muslim  slant, 
echoing  American 
"anti-terror"  campaign. 
Left:  Image  from 
Stenger  s Web  site. 
Right:  U.S. -led  attack 
on  Afghan  town, 

17  February  2010. 
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ists,"  from  different  points  on  the  bour- 
geois political  spectrum,  act  as  apostles 
for  Western  (Christian)  imperialism. 

A Historical  Materialist 
Understanding  of  Religion 

Despite  his  reputation  as  “Darwin’s 
Rottweiler,"  Dawkins  is  remarkably  toler- 
ant toward  the  Church  of  England,  which 
has  been  described  as  “the  Tory  party  at 
prayer.”  In  a recent  televised  "debate,"  he 
told  the  Archbishop  of  Canterbury  that 
he  preferred  to  call  himself  an  agnostic 
rather  than  an  atheist  and  that  he  was 
“6.9  out  of  seven”  sure  of  there  being 
no  god,  evoking  gasps  on  Twitter.  Writ- 
ing in  the  1920s  about  Henry  Brailsford 
of  the  Independent  Labour  Party,  a self- 
described  agnostic,  Marxist  revolutionary 
leader  Leon  Trotsky  observed: 

“This  word  is  sometimes  used  in  Britain 
as  a polite,  emasculated,  drawing-room 
term  for  an  atheist.  Even  more  often,  it 
characterizes  a diffident  semi-atheism — 
i.e.,  that  variety  of  idealism  which  on  the 
question  of  God,  to  use  parliamentary 
language,  abstains  from  voting.  And  so 
we  see  here  the  force  of  cant,  of  conven- 
tionality, of  the  half-truth,  the  half-lie,  of 
philosophical  hypocrisy." 

Combating  religious  obscurantism  is  an 
integral  part  of  the  struggle  by  the  Sparta- 
cist  League,  U.S.  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League,  to  forge  a rev- 
olutionary workers  party  that  can  provide 
political  leadership  of  the  working  class, 
beginning  with  its  most  advanced  ele- 
ments. In  the  words  of  Bolshevik  leader 
V.I.  Lenin: 

“The  philosophical  basis  of  Marxism,  as 
Marx  and  Engels  repeatedly  declared, 
is  dialectical  materialism,  which  has 
fully  taken  over  the  historical  tradi- 
tions of  eighteenth-century  materialism 
in  France  and  of  [philosopher  LudwigJ 
Feuerbach  (first  half  of  the  nineteenth 
century)  in  Germany — a materialism 
which  is  absolutely  atheistic  and  posi- 
tively hostile  to  all  religion.” 

At  the  same  time,  we  oppose  all  forms 
of  religious  persecution  and  oppression 
and  defend  the  separation  of  church  and 
state — a fundamental  gain  of  the  Ameri- 
can Revolution  that  is  increasingly  hon- 
ored in  the  breach  by  the  U.S.  capitalist 
ruling  class.  Our  comrades  of  the  Sparta- 
cist  League/Britain  fight  for  the  abolition 
of  the  state  churches  as  well  as  the  mon- 
archy and  the  House  of  Lords  as  part  of 
their  struggle  for  a socialist  federation  of 
the  British  Isles. 

Karl  Marx’s  attitude  toward  religion  is 
popularly  identified  with  the  phrase  “the 
opium  of  the  people."  However,  the  pas- 
sage in  which  this  phrase  is  used  is  rarely 
quoted  in  its  entirety.  And  when  it  is,  it  is 
usually  interpreted  in  a sense  contrary  to 
Marx’s  intent: 

“ Religious  distress  is  at  the  same  time 
the  expression  of  real  distress  and  also 
the  protest  against  real  distress.  Religion 
is  the  sigh  of  the  oppressed  creature,  the 
heart  of  a heartless  world,  just  as  it  is  the 
spirit  of  spiritless  conditions.  It  is  the 
opium  of  the  people. 

“To  abolish  religion  as  the  illusory  happi- 
ness of  the  people  is  to  demand  their  real 
happiness.  The  demand  to  give  up  illu- 
sions about  the  existing  state  of  affairs  is 
the  demand  to  give  up  a state  of  affairs 
which  needs  illusions.  The  criticism  of 
religion  is  therefore  in  embryo  the  criti- 
cism of  the  vale  of  tears , the  halo  of 
which  is  religion.”  [emphases  in  original] 
— “Contribution  to  the  Critique 
of  Hegel's  Philosophy  of  Law: 
Introduction”  (1843-44) 

Marx’s  aim  here  was  not  to  convince 
the  faithful  to  abandon  their  religious 
beliefs.  He  was  addressing  contemporary 
exponents  of  Enlightenment  rationalism, 
in  particular  his  fellow  left  Hegelians 
Bruno  Bauer  and  Ludwig  Feuerbach.  The 
latter  maintained  that  belief  in  Christian- 
ity, since  it  is  based  on  the  illusion  of  a 
benevolent  and  omnipotent  supernatural 
being,  could  be  dispelled  by  rational  argu- 
mentation. Marx  understood  that  religious 
beliefs — especially  divine  intervention  in 
one’s  earthly  life  and  heavenly  bliss  in 
an  afterlife — served  as  a solace  for  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  masses.  They  are 
responding  to  the  privation  and  injustice 
they  suffer  in  class-based  society  while 
feeling  powerless  to  change  their  objec- 
tive condition. 

Religion,  therefore,  will  not  disappear 
unless  and  until  these  conditions  are  over- 
come in  a future  communist  society — an 
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egalitarian  and  harmonious  society  in 
which  economic  scarcity  has  been  elimi- 
nated through  the  further  progressive 
development  of  scientific  knowledge  and 
its  technological  application  in  a world 
planned  economy.  As  Marx  explained  in 
Capital , Volume  I: 

“The  religious  reflex  of  the  real  world 
can,  in  any  case,  only  then  finally  van- 
ish, when  the  practical  relations  of  every- 
day life  offer  to  man  none  but  perfectly 
intelligible  and  reasonable  relations  with 
regard  to  his  fellowmen  and  to  Nature. 
“The  life-process  of  society,  which  is 
based  on  the  process  of  material  produc- 
tion, does  not  strip  off  its  mystical  veil 
until  it  is  treated  as  production  by  freely 
associated  men,  and  is  consciously  regu- 
lated by  them  in  accordance  with  a settled 
plan.  This,  however,  demands  for  society 
a certain  material  ground-work  or  set  of 
conditions  of  existence  which  in  their  turn 
are  the  spontaneous  product  of  a long  and 
painful  process  of  development.” 

For  early  man,  religion  was  a response 
to  a feeling  of  helplessness  in  the  face 
of  the  often  destructive  forces  of  nature. 
Scientific  studies  of  pre-class,  pre-literate 
societies  have  shown  a causal  connection 
between  religious  beliefs  and  practices 
and  the  struggle  to  wrest  a livelihood 
from  the  natural  environment.  One  of  the 
founding  fathers  of  modern  anthropol- 
ogy, Bronislaw  Malinowski,  observed  that 
appeals  to  supernatural  forces  take  place 
at  the  point  where  existing  techniques 
cease  to  be  reliably  effective: 

“In  a maritime  community  depending 
on  the  products  of  the  sea  there  is  never 
magic  connected  with  the  collecting 
of  shellfish  or  with  fishing  by  poison, 
weirs,  and  fish  traps,  so  long  as  these  are 
completely  reliable.  On  the  other  hand, 
any  dangerous,  hazardous,  and  uncertain 
type  of  fishing  is  surrounded  by  ritual. 
In  hunting,  the  simple  and  reliable  ways 
of  trapping  and  killing  are  controlled  by 
knowledge  and  skill  alone;  but  let  there 
be  any  danger  or  uncertainty  connected 
with  an  important  supply  of  game  and 
magic  immediately  appears.” 

— “Culture,"  Encyclopaedia  of  the 
Social  Sciences  (1931) 

With  the  emergence  of  class-based 
society,  religion  underwent  a signifi- 
cant change  in  character  and  function. 
Religious  doctrine  was  manipulated  and 
enforced  by  the  dominant  (property- 
owning)  class  and  its  priestly  agents  to 
sanctify  wealth  and  power,  while  offer- 
ing solace  to  the  exploited  classes.  Thus, 
Lenin  wrote  with  respect  to  the  Russian 
Orthodox  state  church: 

“What  a profitable  faith  it  is  indeed  for 
the  governing  classes!  In  a society  so 
organised  that  an  insignificant  minor- 
ity enjoys  wealth  and  power,  while  the 


masses  constantly  suffer  'privations'  and 
bear  ‘severe  obligations,’  it  is  quite  natu- 
ral for  the  exploiters  to  sympathise  with 
a religion  that  teaches  people  to  bear 
‘uncomplainingly’  the  hell  on  earth  for 
the  sake  of  an  alleged  celestial  paradise." 

— “Political  Agitation  and 
‘the  Class  Point  of  View’” 
(February  1902) 

On  the  History  of  Atheism 

Between  the  fall  of  the  Roman  Empire 
and  the  Renaissance,  all  currents  of 
thought  in  Europe,  however  antagonis- 
tic, were  confined  within  the  bounds 
of  Christian  doctrine  (leaving  aside  the 
small  Jewish  communities  and  Mus- 
lim Spain).  Those  considered  disdain- 
ful toward  religious  authority  were  con- 
demned for  “impiety,”  a term  that  implied 
lack  of  reverence,  not  outright  denial  of 
a supreme  being.  It  was  in  the  16th  cen- 
tury that  the  term  and  concept  of  atheism 
(derived  from  ancient  Greek  philosophy) 
became  a factor  in  the  European  intellec- 
tual universe.  For  example,  in  1611  Cyril 
Tourneur,  a playwright  in  Renaissance 
England,  published  a work  titled  The 
Atheist's  Tragedy,  a subject  that  would 
have  been  inconceivable  a century  earlier. 

The  new  intellectual  challenge  to  tra- 
ditional Christian  belief  coincided  with 
and  was  conditioned  by  the  birth  of  mod- 
ern science.  A liberal  intellectual  histo- 
rian, Jonathan  I.  Israel,  observed:  “It  was 
unquestionably  the  rise  of  powerful  new 
philosophical  systems,  rooted  in  the  sci- 
entific advances  of  the  early  seventeenth 
century  and  especially  the  mechanistic 
views  of  Galileo,  which  chiefly  generated 
the  vast  Kulturkampf  between  traditional, 
theologically  sanctioned  ideas  about  Man, 
God,  and  the  universe  and  secular,  mech- 
anistic conceptions  which  stood  indepen- 
dently of  any  theological  sanction”  ( Radi- 
cal Enlightenment:  Philosophy  and  the 
Making  of  Modernity  1650-1750  [2001]). 

There  has  been  a decades-long  debate 
among  intellectual  historians  as  to  the 
extent  of  actual  atheism  in  the  Renais- 
sance and  early  Enlightenment.  Underly- 
ing this  debate  are  a number  of  factors. 
To  openly  profess  atheism  was  to  invite 
torture  and  execution  by  the  state  authori- 
ties that  enforced  Christian  orthodoxy.  As 
late  as  the  1690s  in  Scotland,  a university 
student,  Thomas  Aikenhead,  was  hanged 
for  the  capital  crime  of  “blasphemy."  Evi- 
dence of  this  “crime”  was  verbal  discus- 
sions he  reportedly  had  with  fellow  stu- 
dents. In  some  cases,  the  personal  writings 
of  those  accused  of  atheism  were  burned 
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at  the  stake  along  with  their  authors.  Few 
clandestine  or  posthumous  manuscripts 
explicitly  arguing  against  the  existence 
of  god  in  any  sense  have  been  found. 

The  accusation  of  atheism  was  promis- 
cuously applied  to  anyone  who  questioned 
or  challenged  the  locally  dominant  Chris- 
tian orthodoxy.  In  fact.  Catholics  and  Cal- 
vinists engaged  in  mutual  recriminations 
that  the  rival  doctrine  logically  led  to 
atheistic  conclusions.  In  many  (possibly 
most)  cases,  the  ideas  of  those  accused  of 
atheism  who  did  reject  Christianity  cor- 
responded more  closely  to  deism,  panthe- 
ism, agnosticism  or  an  eclectic  amalgam 
thereof. 

An  additional  complicating  factor  was 
that  the  term  atheism  was  used  in  two 
different  senses.  “Practical”  atheists,  who 
were  assumed  to  be  very  numerous,  were 
those  who  lived  as  if  there  were  no  god. 
They  therefore  supposedly  engaged  in  all 
manner  of  vice  and  crime  to  satisfy  their 
worldly  desires  without  fear  of  eternal 
damnation.  “Speculative”  atheists,  who 
were  assumed  to  be  very  rare,  were  those 
who  denied  the  existence  of  a supreme 
being  on  intellectual  grounds.  When  het- 
erodox thinkers  like  Thomas  Hobbes  and 
Baruch  Spinoza  emphatically  repudiated 
the  charge  of  atheism,  they  were  in  part 
denying  that  they  were  morally  depraved 
egoists  indifferent  to  the  needs  of  their 
fellow  man. 

Whether  a particular  heterodox  thinker 
was  a self-considered  and  consistent  athe- 
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Dutch  materialist  philosopher  Baruch 
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ist  is  not  a historically  important  question. 
What  is  significant  is  that  the  concept  of 
atheism  became  an  important  and  inte- 
gral part  of  intellectual  discourse  in  early 
modern  Europe  and  in  Britain’s  Ameri- 
can colonies.  Moreover,  almost  all  think- 
ers who  rejected  Christianity  maintained 
that  the  betterment  of  mankind  depended 
on  the  extension  of  scientific  knowledge, 
not  divine  revelation. 

The  interrelationship  between  philo- 
sophical materialism  and  the  new  world 
of  scientific  discovery  and  experimenta- 
tion was  exemplified  by  Spinoza  who, 
whatever  the  ambiguities  of  his  actual 
thought,  was  viewed  as  the  intellectual 
fountainhead  of  atheism  in  the  late  17th 
and  early  18th  centuries.  After  he  was 
expelled  from  the  Jewish  community  in 
Amsterdam  in  the  1650s  as  a heretic,  Spi- 
noza earned  his  living  by  making  high- 
quality  lenses  for  microscopes  and  tele- 
scopes. In  that  capacity,  he  entered  into  a 
working  relation  with  Christian  Huygens, 
one  of  the  greatest  physicists  of  the  era. 

Spinoza  maintained  that  there  was 
no  supernatural  being  or  power  sepa- 
rate from  and  transcending  the  material 
world.  The  material  world  was  eternal  (it 
had  no  beginning)  and  was  governed  by 
immutable  laws.  There  was  no  spiritual 
component  in  human  beings  and  therefore 
no  immortal  soul.  Some  scholars,  such  as 
Jonathan  Israel,  have  argued  that  Spinoza 
was  in  effect  an  atheist.  However,  most 
intellectual  historians  and  philosophers 
categorize  him  as  a pantheist,  that  is, 
one  who  identifies  god  with  nature.  Why 
so?  Spinoza  believed  that  the  natural 
world  was  imbued  with  a benevolent  har- 
mony that,  if  understood,  would  lead  to 
continued  on  page  10 


31  AUGUST  2012 


9 


ANC  president 
Jacob  Zuma 
(left)  with 
SACP  general 
secretary  Blade 
Nzimande 
and  COSATU 
general  secretary 
Zwelinzima  Vavi. 


South  Africa... 

( continued  from  page  1 ) 

pain  and  suffering  of  this  gruesome  mass 
murder  must  be  burnt  into  the  memory  of 
the  working  class — here  and  internation- 
ally— and  all  other  opponents  of  capitalist 
oppression,  as  a reminder  of  the  lengths 
to  which  the  bourgeoisie  and  its  repres- 
sive state  machine  will  go  to  protect  their 
class  rule  and  profits.  It  will  require  iron 
determination,  consciousness  of  the  pro- 
letariat's independent  interests  and  world- 
historic  tasks,  and  a tested,  uncompromis- 
ing, revolutionary  leadership,  to  rip  power 
out  of  their  bloody  hands.  Workers  revo- 
lution will  avenge  the  victims  of  the  Lon- 
min massacre!  Break  with  the  bourgeois 
Tripartite  Alliance!  Forge  a Leninist- 
Trotskyist  vanguard  party! 

This  slaughter  was  clearly  premedi- 
tated and  deliberately  carried  out  by  the 
capitalist  state.  In  the  week  leading  up 
to  it,  the  capitalist  media  mouthpieces, 
together  with  the  Lonmin  owners  and 
government  ministers,  whipped  up  a 
hysterical  frenzy  denouncing  the  mine- 
workers  as  violent  “thugs”  and  calling 
for  a clampdown  to  end  their  “illegal” 


strike.  By  the  day  of  the  massacre,  the 
police  commanders  were  speaking  of  a 
“D-Day”  which  would  crush  the  strike. 
The  hill  next  to  one  of  the  mine  shafts, 
where  thousands  of  striking  workers  had 
gathered,  was  cordoned  off  with  barbed 
wire  by  the  cops.  This  was  accompanied 
by  a massive  mobilisation  of  repressive 
force,  including  police  units  mounted  on 
horseback,  armoured  vehicles,  SANDF 
(army)  soldiers,  and  a deployment  of  up 
to  3,000  police  thugs  in  the  Marikana 
area.  The  aim  was  clearly  to  teach  the 
striking  miners  a bloody  lesson,  espe- 
cially as  “payback"  for  the  two  police 
officers  and  two  security  guards  killed 
during  the  week-old  strike.  That  the  cops 
were  out  for  bloody  revenge  is  absolutely 
clear  from  the  comments  made  by  Police 
Commissioner  Riah  Phiyega  (recently 
appointed  by  President  Jacob  Zuma)  fol- 
lowing the  massacre,  telling  the  cops  she 
commands  that  they  should  not  regret 
what  happened  ( Sowetan , 20  August). 

In  a despicable  attempt  to  cover  up 
for  their  bloody  crime,  the  leaders  of  the 
Tripartite  Alliance — echoed  by  virtu- 
ally all  the  bourgeois  media,  speaking 
in  unison — are  now  trying  to  place  the 
blame  for  the  “senseless  violence”... on 


the  striking  mineworkers  who  were  mas- 
sacred! From  COSATU  general  secretary 
Zwelinzima  Vavi,  to  the  SACP’s  Blade 
Nzimande,  to  ANC  president  Zuma,  this 
is  the  line  of  all  the  Alliance  leaders.  The 
aim  of  this  campaign  was  spelled  out 
clearly  in  a grotesque  whitewash  penned 
by  the  City  Press  editors,  who  wrote:  “But 
this  happened  in  a democratic  state.  And 
while  the  nervous  and  jittery  police  who 
pulled  the  trigger  must  answer  for  their 
actions,  it  is  important  to  remember  that 
the  strikers  were  armed  to  the  teeth  and 


behaved  in  a threatening  manner.  The 
lines  between  innocent  and  guilty  are  not 
drawn  as  sharply  as  those  at  Sharpeville 
in  1960  or  at  Soweto  in  1976”  (“Mari- 
kana. Tragic,  But  It’s  Not  Sharpeville,” 
19  August).  The  truth  is  that  the  blood  of 
black  workers  is  just  as  cheap  today  as  it 
was  under  apartheid  rule. 

For  Workers  Defense  Guards! 

Much  is  being  made  of  the  fact  that 
the  striking  miners  had  weapons  such 
as  homemade  spears,  pangas,  and  even  a 


Atheists... 

(continued  from  page  9) 

harmonious  relations  among  men.  He  was 
an  early  and  outstanding  representative  of 
Enlightenment  rationalism:  the  view  that 
the  well-being  of  humanity  should  be 
based  on  knowledge  of  and  conformity 
with  the  laws  of  nature. 

Significantly,  the  first  published  work 
(in  1770)  openly  expounding  atheistic 
materialism  was  titled  System  of  Nature, 
or,  the  Laws  of  the  Moral  and  Physical 
World  by  its  author  Baron  d'Holbach 
(Paul  Henri  Thiry)  and  his  collaborator 
Jacques-Andr^  Naigeon.  These  French 
philosophes  believed  that  underlying  all 
phenomena , including  human  thought 
and  action,  was  matter  in  motion.  They 
maintained  that  this  matter  in  motion 
was  governed  by  immutable  laws  that 
were  in  principle  knowable  through  sci- 
entific investigation  and  experimenta- 
tion. A present-day  scholar,  Alan  Charles 
Kors,  commented  on  the  social  implica- 
tions of  Holbach  and  Naigeon’s  atheistic 
materialism: 

“They  believed  that  whatever  the  pur- 
poses to  which  theism  and  immateri- 
alism  had  been  put  historically,  these 
views  ultimately  arose  from  the  natural 
desires  of  mankind  to  allay  and  deflect 
the  helplessness  that  was  felt  in  the 
presence  of  the  awesome  powers  of  the 
whole — nature — relative  to  the  part — 
man.  The  tragedy  of  mankind,  for  them, 
lay  not  in  those  desires,  but  in  the  dys- 
functional mode  of  their  expression." 

— Michael  Hunter  and  David 
Wootton,  eds.,  Atheism  from 
the  Reformation  to  the 
Enlightenment  (1992) 

Atheism  and  Bourgeois  Society 

For  a century  after  Holbach  and  Nai- 
geon’s seminal  work,  atheism  remained  the 
province  of  a small  minority  of  the  intel- 
lectual elite.  Those  bourgeois  intellectuals 
who  propagated  atheism,  such  as  Feuerbach 
in  mid  19th-century  Germany  and  Charles 
Bradlaugh  in  Victorian  England,  gained 
political  notoriety  precisely  because  of  how 
exceptional  their  beliefs  were. 

Atheistic  materialism  could  and  did 
acquire  a mass  following  among  exploited 
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workers  only  when  industrial  capitalism 
had  developed  to  a point  that  overcom- 
ing economic  scarcity  became  a realistic 
historic  prospect.  Although  particularly 
in  Britain  religion  would  continue  to  play 
a significant  role  in  the  labor  movement, 
in  Europe  the  de-Christianization  of  the 
proletariat  was  an  integral  aspect  of  the 
development  of  progressive  working-class 
consciousness  and  organization,  at  the 
trade-union  and  the  political  level.  Begin- 
ning in  the  last  decades  of  the  19th  cen- 
tury, mass  parties  were  formed  expressing 
the  aspiration  of  the  most  advanced  ele- 
ments of  the  working  class  for  a socialist 
reconstruction  of  social  and  economic  life 
based  on  material  plenty  for  all. 

In  Germany,  the  Austro-Hungarian 
state  and  tsarist  Russia,  Marxism  was 
the  official  doctrine  of  the  workers 
movement.  Not  only  leftist  students  but 
also  politically  advanced  and  thought- 
ful young  workers  acquired  a material- 
ist worldview  by  studying  such  works 
as  Friedrich  Engels’  Anti-Duhring  and 
Georgi  Plekhanov’s  The  Development 
of  the  Monist  View  of  History.  Even  in 
countries  such  as  France,  where  Marx- 
ism was  not  the  official  doctrine  of  the 
workers  movement,  its  principal  leaders 
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Alexander  Roslin 

French  philosophe  Baron  d'Holbach, 
author  of  first  published  work  openly 
expounding  atheistic  materialism  in 
1770  (left). 

(e.g.,  Jean  Jaur£s  in  the  pre-1914  Social- 
ist Party)  were  usually  rational  human- 
ists who  were  hostile  to  the  established 
churches.  Conversely,  right-wing  bour- 
geois parties  (e.g.,  the  English  Tories) 
appealed  to  the  authority  of  traditional 
and  often  state-sponsored  religion — and 
continue  to  do  so. 

The  persistence  and  extent  of  religious 
belief  and  anti-materialist  ideology  ulti- 
mately reflect  the  condition  of  the  class 
struggle,  in  particular  the  political  con- 
sciousness of  the  working  class.  The  late 
J.D.  Bernal,  a Marxist  and  prominent 
British  biologist,  commented  in  Science 
and  History  (1954): 

“The  very  persistence  of  the  struggle, 
despite  the  successive  victories  won  by 
materialist  science,  shows  that  it  is  not 
essentially  a philosophic  or  a scientific 
one,  but  a reflection  of  political  struggles 
in  scientific  terms.  At  every  stage  ideal- 
ist philosophy  has  been  invoked  to  pre- 
tend that  present  discontents  are  illusory 
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and  to  justify  an  existing  state  of  affairs. 
At  every  stage  materialist  philosophy  has 
relied  on  the  practical  test  of  reality  and 
on  the  necessity  of  change.” 

As  a British  intellectual,  Dawkins  rec- 
ognizes that  religiosity  is  much  more 
important  in  American  society  and  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists  are  more  politically 
influential  than  is  the  case  in  Europe. 
However,  his  attempts  at  explanation  are 
in  the  main  fatuous,  claiming,  for  exam- 
ple, that  rival  denominations  employ  the 
“aggressive  hard-sell  techniques  of  the 
marketplace.”  One  of  the  "hypotheses”  he 
provides  in  The  God  Delusion  points  in 
the  right  direction,  but  not  for  the  reason 
he  gives:  “America  is  a nation  of  immi- 
grants,” who,  “uprooted  from  the  stabil- 
ity and  comfort  of  the  extended  family 
in  Europe,  could  well  have  embraced 
a church  as  a kind  of  kin-substitute  on 
alien  soil.” 

America’s  capitalist  rulers  have  long 
thrived  by  sowing  ethnic,  religious 
and  racial  animosities — “Anglo-Saxon” 
against  Irish,  Protestant  against  Catholic 
immigrant,  and,  above  all,  white  against 
black — in  order  to  divide  workers,  weaken 
their  struggles  and  retard  the  understand- 
ing of  their  common  class  interest.  This 
is  a major  reason  why  the  U.S.,  uniquely 
among  advanced  capitalist  countries,  has 
never  seen  the  development  of  a work- 
ers party,  even  of  a reformist  sort,  such 
as  the  British  Labour  Party.  The  lack  of 
independent  class  political  organization 
has  in  turn  served  to  reinforce  religion’s 
hold  among  those  exploited  and  oppressed 
by  the  capitalist  system.  Religious  belief 
and  affiliation  are  especially  strong  not 
only  among  immigrants  but  also  in  the 
black  population,  for  whom  the  churches 
have  been  the  only  organizations  with  a 
continuous  existence  dating  back  to  the 
days  of  slavery. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED] 
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few  guns.  To  listen  to  the  sanctimonious 
bourgeois  editorialists  and  Alliance  tops 
talk,  the  Zulu,  Xhosa,  and  other  native 
African  warriors  who  were  mowed  down 
by  the  guns  of  British  and  Dutch  colo- 
nisers should  also  have  accepted  part  of 
the  blame  for  the  "senseless  loss  of  life" 
because  they  tried  to  fight  back  with 
spears  and  other  primitive  weapons!  We 
stand  forthrightly  for  the  right  of  armed 
self-defence  of  the  working  class  against 
the  bloody  violence  of  the  capitalist  state, 
the  bosses’  security  guard  thugs  and  other 
professional  strikebreakers.  For  workers 
defence  guards  to  protect  the  picket  lines! 
As  the  bloody  massacre  showed,  the 
workers  and  oppressed  have  to  be  better 
prepared  and  better  organised  in  the  face 
of  this  brutal  killing  machine. 

We  reject  with  utter  contempt  the  bour- 
geois propaganda  lumping  together  the 
workers  massacred  on  August  16  with 
the  two  cops  and  two  security  guards  who 
were  killed  during  the  preceding  week, 
allegedly  by  striking  mineworkers.  We  do 
not  pretend  to  know  the  precise  circum- 
stances surrounding  these  deaths,  but  one 
thing  is  for  sure:  we  shed  no  tears  over 
the  death  of  the  bourgeoisie's  professional 
strikebreakers.  This  propaganda  campaign 
is  part  of  the  ongoing  repression  against 
the  striking  mineworkers  who  survived 
the  massacre.  Some  260  workers  who 
were  arrested  on  August  16  are  still  being 
held  in  custody,  denied  bail,  and  are  fac- 
ing charges  that  include  public  violence, 
and  even  murder  and  attempted  murder 
for  the  killing  of  these  cops  and  secu- 
rity guards.  Workers  in  South  Africa  and 
internationally  must  protest  this  bloody 
massacre  and  the  continued  repression: 
Drop  all  charges  against  arrested  Lonmin 
striking  workers!  Notwithstanding  the 
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surrounding  mine”  (Mail  & Guardian 
online,  14  August)!  NUM  spokesman 
Lesiba  Seshoka  appeared  on  TV  the  same 
week,  denouncing  the  striking  workers  as 
"thugs"  who  could  not  be  negotiated  with 
but  must  be  met  with  force.  Baleni  and 
other  NUM  leaders  came  out  in  defence 
of  the  cops  after  the  bloody  massacre! 

To  divert  from  their  wretched,  class- 
collaborationist  betrayals  of  the  mine- 
workers  in  their  own  union — betray- 
als now  sealed  with  the  blood  of  the  34 
massacred  workers — the  NUM  tops  have 
sought  to  lay  the  blame  on  a rival  union, 
the  Association  of  Mineworkers  and  Con- 
struction Union  (AMCU),  which  has  been 
making  inroads  especially  among  the 
lowest-paid  sections  of  the  minework- 
ers. The  extent  of  AMCU’s  representa- 
tion among  workers  at  Lonmin  remains 


AFP 


On  day  of  massacre,  Lonmin  miners  demonstrate  for  monthly  wage  of  12,500 
rand  and  improved  work  conditions. 


loss  of  their  comrades  the  Lonmin  work- 
ers have  courageously  vowed  to  continue 
their  fight  until  their  demands  are  met. 
The  Lonmin  bosses  are  holding  the  threat 
of  mass  dismissals  over  the  striking  work- 
ers’ heads,  demanding  that  they  return  to 
work  immediately.  We  stand  in  solidarity 
with  these  workers’  demands  for  a living 
wage  of  R 12,500  [$1,490]  per  month  and 
improved  conditions  of  employment.  This 
week,  strikes  have  spread  to  other  mines 
in  North  West  province,  where  workers 
are  also  demanding  R12.500.  Solidarity 
strikes  in  the  mining  industry  and  else- 
where are  urgently  needed  to  support  the 
Lonmin  workers  and  stand  up  against  the 
government’s  bloody  anti-worker  terror. 

NUM  Misleaders  Called  for 
Blood  of  Striking  Mineworkers 

Despicably,  the  leaders  of  the  National 
Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM)  were 
among  those  calling  loudest  for  a crack- 
down on  the  mineworkers  strike  in  the 
week  leading  up  to  the  August  16  mas- 
sacre. Just  a few  days  before,  NUM  gen- 
eral secretary  Frans  Baleni  ranted,  “[We 
are]  alarmed  that  the  escalating  violence 
has  been  allowed  to  continue  unabated  by 
the  law  enforcement  agencies  in  that  area 
in  North  West  Province,”  and  called  for 
“the  deployment  of  a special  task  force 
or  the  SANDF  to  deal  decisively  with  the 
criminal  elements  in  Rustenburg  and  its 


unclear,  with  contradictory  reports  from 
different  sources.  Certainly,  NUM  mem- 
bers were  among  the  workers  massacred 
in  the  state  repression  Baleni  had  called 
for.  They,  as  well  as  many  others  who  had 
left  the  NUM  and  went  looking  for  another 
representative  out  of  desperation,  had 
gone  into  revolt  against  the  NUM  leader- 
ship. Similar  developments  have  already 
been  seen  at  Impala  Platinum,  where  a 
bitter  strike  in  February  had  to  face  down 
both  state  repression  and  betrayals  of  the 
NUM  bureaucracy  (see  article  reprinted 
in  Spartacist  South  Africa  No.  8,  Winter 
2012  [and  WV  No.  997.  2 March]). 

Following  years  of  betrayals,  the  dis- 
gruntled mineworkers  at  Lonmin  decided 
to  make  their  demands  themselves.  These 
demands  included  a wage  increase  from 
R4.000  to  R 12,500  per  month  and  decent 
conditions  of  employment.  The  NUM 
bureaucrats  and  their  apologists  denounce 
these  wage  demands  as  “unrealistic," 
showing  how  much  they  identify  with  the 
mine  bosses,  having  become  integrated 
in  the  privileged  black  elite  who  act  as 
frontmen  for  the  Randlords.  Baleni  earns 
a salary  of  R77.000  per  month!  Cyril 
Ramaphosa,  a former  NUM  general  sec- 
retary and  a leading  negotiator  of  the 
1994  sellout  deal  with  the  white  rulers,  is 
a shareholder  at  Lonmin  who  recently  bid 
R19.5  million  for  a buffalo! 

The  NUM  bureaucrats  and  other  Tri- 


partite Alliance  tops  are  calling  for  state 
repression  against  AMCU  in  the  aftermath 
of  the  massacre,  including  a call  by  the 
SACP  leadership  in  North  West  to  arrest 
the  leaders  of  AMCU.  We  defend  AMCU 
against  state  repression,  and  we  defend  the 
right  of  the  mineworkers  to  be  represented 
by  AMCU  if  that’s  what  they  desire.  But 
the  answer  to  the  betrayals  by  the  leaders 
of  the  NUM  and  other  COSATU  unions 
cannot  be  to  simply  leave  and  set  up  sepa- 
rate unions,  which  tends  to  weaken  and 
divide  the  workers.  The  base  of  these 
unions  must  be  set  against  the  sellout 
tops.  What’s  needed  is  a hard  struggle  to 
oust  the  current,  pro-capitalist  leaders  and 
replace  them  with  a class-struggle  lead- 
ership, fighting  for  industrial  unions  to 
unite  all  workers  for  maximum  power  to 
fight  the  bosses.  This  is  bound  up  with  the 
fight  for  a revolutionary  vanguard  party, 
which  is  necessary  to  put  an  end  to  capi- 
talism through  workers  revolution. 

The  Lonmin  massacre  underlines  in 
blood  the  truth  of  what  Bolshevik  leader 
V.I.  Lenin  wrote  in  State  and  Revolution 
(1917):  “The  state  is  an  organ  of  class 
domination , an  organ  of  oppression  of 
one  class  by  another."  The  bourgeois  state 
cannot  be  reformed  or  pressured  into  act- 
ing on  behalf  of  the  working  people  and 
the  oppressed.  Both  black  and  white  cops 
carried  out  the  massacre  of  striking  black 
mineworkers,  highlighting  the  nature  of 
all  cops  as  professional  strikebreakers 
and  hired  guns  of  the  capitalist  class.  We 
say:  Cops  and  security  guards  out  of  the 
unions!  This  neo-apartheid  capitalist  state 
continues  to  enforce  the  brutal  oppression 
of  the  black  majority  and  defend  the  rule 
and  profits  of  the  overwhelmingly  white 
capitalist  class.  It  must  be  overthrown 
through  workers  socialist  revolution  and 
replaced  by  a workers  state. 

This  basic  Marxist  understanding  of 
the  capitalist  state  is  in  stark  contrast  to 
the  reformist  leaders  of  the  SACP  and 
COSATU,  who  consider  the  cops  their 
“comrades,”  and  to  their  left  hangers-on 
who  posture  as  “socialist"  critics  of  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  leaders,  only  to  peddle 
a different  variant  of  reformist  politics.  For 
example,  the  Democratic  Socialist  Move- 
ment (DSM,  South  African  section  of 
Peter  Taaffe's  Committee  for  a Workers’ 
International),  issued  a statement  protest- 
ing the  Lonmin  massacre  that  denounces 
the  NUM  leaders  for  “betraying  every  key 
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principle  of  the  workers’  struggle."  This  is 
rich,  coming  from  a group  that  pushes  the 
grotesque  line  that  cops  are  "workers  in 
uniform”!  True  to  form,  the  DSM  state- 
ment goes  on  to  scold  the  Lonmin  strikers 
for  "killing  first  two  security  guards,  on 
Saturday,  and  then  two  police  officers  on 
Monday.  This  did  not  move  the  workers’ 
struggle  forward  but  divided  it”  (“For  a 
General  Strike  to  End  the  Marikana  Mas- 
sacre," 17  August).  Thus  the  DSM  fake 
socialists  do  their  bit  to  chime  in  to  the 
violence-baiting  campaign  against  the 
striking  workers,  and  advise  them  to  sub- 
mit to  the  bourgeois  state. 

NUM  president  Senzeni  Zokwana  went 
to  address  the  striking  workers  at  Lonmin, 
trying  from  inside  an  armoured  police 
Nyala  [personnel  carrier]  to  convince 
them  to  end  the  strike.  Not  surprisingly, 
they  shouted  him  down  and  he  retreated 
to  behind  the  police  lines,  showing  graph- 
ically the  seething  discontent  the  workers 
feel  toward  their  treacherous  misleaders. 
This  discontent  has  been  building  for 
years,  as  a result  of  the  huge  gulf  between 
the  “better  life  for  all”  that  was  promised 
when  the  Tripartite  Alliance  came  to 
power,  and  the  continued,  desperate  real- 
ity of  neo-apartheid  capitalist  misery.  The 
wretched  conditions  in  the  shacks  around 
Lonmin  and  other  mines  in  the  “platinum 
belt”  are  a grim  testament  to  this. 

The  reformists  of  the  Stalinist-derived 
SACP,  which  recently  elected  Zokwana 
chairman,  have  for  years  churned  out  bogus 
“theories"  about  the  different  “stages”  of 
the  “National  Democratic  Revolution”  with 
the  aim  of  justifying  their  alliance  with  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  ANC  and  their  role  in 
administering  capitalism  in  the  Tripartite 
Alliance.  As  we  have  repeatedly  warned, 
the  Stalinist  "theory”  of  “two-stage  revo- 
lution” is  a bloody  lie:  the  second  “stage” 
is  always  the  bourgeois-nationalists  turn- 
ing on  and  slaughtering  communists  and 
workers.  Lonmin  is  a deadly  warning! 
Trade-union  militants  from  COSATU 
and  SACP  members  who  genuinely  want 
to  fight  for  communism  must  be  broken 
from  the  pro-capitalist  programme  of  these 
organisations  and  won  to  a policy  based 
on  the  independence  of  the  working  class 
from  all  bourgeois-nationalist  forces.  That 
includes  former  ANC  Youth  League  leader 
Julius  Malema,  a populist  demagogue  who 
has  gained  a lot  of  popularity  among  the 
mineworkers.  While  Malema  today  poses 
as  a friend  of  the  workers,  he  is  a bourgeois 
politician  who  stands  for  the  maintenance 
of  this  bloody  capitalist  system  and  only  a 
few  years  ago  vowed  to  “kill"  for  Zuma. 

Working-class  independence  from 
bourgeois  nationalism  is  at  the  core  of 
the  Trotskyist  theory  of  permanent  revo- 
lution. The  national  oppression  endured 
by  the  black  majority,  imperialist  domi- 
nation, and  many-layered  oppression  and 
backwardness  characteristic  of  capitalism 
in  South  Africa  can  only  be  overcome 
through  workers  revolution,  extending 
internationally.  We  need  a black-centred 
workers  government , part  of  a socialist 
federation  of  Southern  Africa , which 
fights  like  hell  to  link  up  with  workers 
revolution  in  the  imperialist  centres  and 
create  an  international  socialist  planned 
economy.  Then  bloody  horrors  like  the 
Lonmin  massacre  will  belong  to  the  past, 
part  of  a dark  chapter  in  human  history. 
This  is  what  we  fight  for.  ■ 
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Students:  Ally  with  the  Working  Class! 


Lessons  of  the  Struggles 

Quebec 


Spartacist  Canada  Photos 

Montreal,  July  22:  Slogans  at  student  protest  include  “The  university  is  not  a business!!  Enough  with  the  oligarchy!”  (left)  and  “Neoliberals  Out” 
(right).  Student  leaders  push  illusions  in  reformability  of  capitalism. 


Young  Spartacus 


We  print  below  the  translation  of  a 
French-language  Spartacist  Canada  sup- 
plement issued  on  August  20,  which  our 
comrades  distributed  at  a large  student 
demonstration  in  Montreal  on  August  22. 

The  student  strike  and  mass  defiance 


of  the  Liberal  government's  repressive 
law  (Law  78)  have  produced  the  most 
sustained  social  struggle  in  Quebec  since 
the  1970s.  Premier  Jean  Charest  called 
the  September  4 elections  in  large  part 
to  “solve”  this  crisis.  This  may  very 
well  work,  even  if  the  Liberals  lose  the 
vote.  After  months  of  exhausting  strug- 
gle, intense  police  repression,  media 


slanders  and  no  tangible  results,  many 
students  are  now  voting  to  go  back  to 
class.  The  Parti  Quebecois  [PQ]  is  call- 
ing for  a “truce”  so  as  to  not  disturb  the 
elections — actually  a cynical  excuse  to 
re-establish  “social  peace.”  The  pro-PQ 
leaders  of  the  FEUQ  and  FECQ  student 
federations  are  campaigning  to  “get  out 
the  youth  vote."  And  Fran^oise  David  of 


Quebec  Solidaire  (QS)  has  now  explicitly 
pledged  to  support  a possible  minority 
PQ  government — with  PQ  leader  Pauline 
Marois  already  promising  to  increase 
tuition  “with  the  cost  of  living." 

Youth  who  have  mobilized  and  fought 
courageously  for  more  than  six  months 
must  ask  themselves:  What  next?  The 
continued  on  page  4 


Spanish  Miners  Strike  Betrayed 


Corbis 


Reuters 

Left:  Asturian  miners  at  July  19  mass  demonstration  against  austerity 
cuts  and  job  slashing,  Gijon,  Spain.  Above:  General  secretaries  of  union 
federations,  UGT  (right)  and  CC.OO.  (left),  meet  with  Spanish  King  Juan 
Carlos,  Madrid,  August  7. 


After  67  days  of  bitter  struggle  by 
Spanish  miners  to  defend  their  jobs, 
union  leaders  called  off  the  strike  on 
August  3.  Centered  on  the  northwestern 
region  of  Asturias,  the  strike  was  sparked 
by  government  plans  to  slash  subsidies 
to  the  coal  mining  industry.  The  miners 


built  barricades  at  the  entrance  of  mines 
and  used  logs  and  burning  tires  to  cut  off 
road  and  rail  transport.  When  riot  police 
and  the  Guardia  Civil  descended  on  the 
mining  towns,  firing  rubber  bullets  and 
tear  gas,  miners  fought  back  with  impro- 
vised rocket  launchers  and  homemade 


shields.  Other  strikers  occupied  the 
mines  deep  underground. 

The  ending  of  the  coal  subsidy,  part 
of  the  savage  austerity  demanded  by  the 
European  Union  (EU)  to  cut  the  coun- 
try’s fiscal  deficit,  threatens  the  very 
future  of  coal  mining  in  Spain.  In  addi- 


tion to  the  8,000  jobs  of  the  miners,  the 
cuts  threaten  an  additional  30,000  jobs 
dependent  on  the  industry.  The  country 
already  has  the  highest  rate  of  unem- 
ployment in  Europe — just  under  25  per- 
cent, with  youth  unemployment  over  50 
continued  on  page  6 
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ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tops: 
Front  Men  for  Mining  Bosses 


September  5:  Thousands  of  strikers  march  near  Lonmin's  Marikana  mine  in  largest  outpouring  since  August  16  massacre  by  police. 


SEPTEMBER  10 — The  leaders  of  South 
Africa’s  Tripartite  Alliance  government, 
led  by  the  African  National  Congress 
(ANC),  no  doubt  figured  that  the  August 
16  massacre  of  strikers  at  Lonmin’s  Mari- 
kana platinum  mine  would  break  the 
workers'  resolve.  They  figured  wrong. 
The  3,000  rock  drill  operators,  organized 
mainly  by  the  Association  of  Minework- 
ers  and  Construction  Union  (AMCU), 
defied  a company  ultimatum  to  return  to 
work  or  face  mass  firings.  One  striker  told 
CNN  that  the  brutally  exploited  workers 
would  hold  out  in  their  demand  for  a pay 
increase  to  honor  their  34  slain  comrades, 
“otherwise  they  will  have  died  in  vain." 

The  strikers’  firm  determination  was 
evident  on  September  5 when  several 
thousand  marched  through  the  streets  of 
Marikana.  a mining  center  in  North  West 
Province  not  far  from  Johannesburg,  in 
the  biggest  mobilization  since  the  August 
16  bloodletting.  Hundreds  broke  through 
cop  barricades,  pushed  past  half  a dozen 
armored  cars  blocking  the  route  and 
marched  to  the  Lonmin  mine  in  nearby 
Karee.  They  demanded  that  the  com- 
pany shut  down  all  operations  and  made 
absolutely  clear  their  intention  to  stop  all 
scabbing. 

In  South  Africa  and  internationally,  out- 
rage over  the  August  killings  was  redou- 
bled when  the  courts  invoked  a law  from 
the  white-supremacist  apartheid  era  to 
charge  270  arrested  strikers  with  the  mur- 
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der  of  their  comrades  by  the  police.  Feel- 
ing the  heat,  the  government  provisionally 
withdrew  the  murder  charges,  further  fuel- 
ing the  militancy  of  the  month-long  strike, 
which  has  itself  touched  off  other  miners' 
strikes  throughout  the  country.  At  the  same 
time,  other  charges  remain  and  many  strik- 
ers are  still  detained.  It  is  the  urgent  duty 
of  miners  and  other  trade  unionists  around 
the  world  to  act  in  solidarity  with  the 
embattled  Marikana  strikers  and  demand: 
Drop  all  charges!  Free  all  arrested  min- 
ers! Victory  to  the  miners  strike! 

In  most  of  these  battles,  the  workers 
have  been  pitted  against  not  only  the  min- 
ing bosses  but  also  the  misleaders  of  the 


National  Union  of  Mineworkers  (NUM). 
the  largest  component  of  the  COSATU 
trade-union  federation  that  is  part  of  the 
ruling  Tripartite  Alliance  along  with  the 
ANC  and  the  South  African  Communist 
Party  (SACP).  This  was  seen  earlier  this 
year  when  workers  shut  down  for  six  weeks 
the  world’s  largest  platinum  mine,  Impala 
Platinum  (Implats)  in  Rustenburg.  in  defi- 
ance of  the  NUM  bureaucracy.  On  August 
22,  workers  launched  a fight  for  better 
wages  at  the  Royal  Bafokeng  platinum  mine 
near  Marikana  and  also  demanded  perma- 
nent posts  for  rock  drillers  who  had  been 
hired  on  a short-term  basis  by  low-wage 
contractors  (labor  brokers).  After  only  one 


day,  NUM  leaders  got  them  back  to  work 
without  their  demands  being  met.  The  next 
day,  workers  at  Anglo  American  Platinum’s 
Thembelani  mine  refused  to  go  down  the 
mine  shaft  until  their  wage  demands  were 
addressed,  but  that  action  too  was  quickly 
derailed  by  NUM  bureaucrats. 

But  miners  continue  to  defy  these  mis- 
leaders and  the  capitalist  government  they 
are  beholden  to.  On  August  29.  12,000 
workers  at  Gold  Fields'  KDC  mine 
downed  tools  and  demanded  the  rescind- 
ing of  deductions  from  their  wages  as  well 
as  the  resignation  of  the  local  NUM  lead- 
ership. Even  though  the  national  NUM 
office  got  strikers  back  to  work  a week 
later  by  suspending  the  local  union  lead- 
ership, yesterday  another  15.000  launched 
a wildcat  strike  at  another  section  of  the 
mine  demanding  resignation  of  their  own 
local  NUM  leaders,  whom  they  accuse 
of  falsely  promising  wage  increases.  At 
Anglo  American  Platinum  (Amplats),  the 
industry  leader  with  about  40  percent  of 
global  supply,  workers  were  reported  to 
have  selected  delegates  among  themselves 
to  make  wage  demands  on  their  behalf  in 
defiance  of  NUM  officials. 

Meanwhile,  the  state  continues  its 
repression  of  workers.  On  September  3. 
some  200  miners  at  the  Gold  One  compa- 
ny’s flagship  mine  east  of  Johannesburg, 
many  of  whom  had  been  fired  through 
cell  phone  text  messages  for  striking  last 
June,  demanded  their  jobs  back  in  a pro- 
test that  was  fired  on  by  security  guards. 
Thirteen  strikers  were  arrested. 

An  August  23  leaflet  on  Marikana  by 
Spartacist  South  Africa  (printed  in  WV 
No.  1007,  31  August)  declared,  “Make 
continued  on  page  8 


Miners  salute  fallen  comrade  at  his  funeral,  August  31. 


AFP 


Alexander  Cockburn — a 
muckraking  columnist  and  edi- 
tor who  delighted  in  skewering 
the  establishment  press — died 
from  cancer  on  July  21  at  the 
age  of  71.  Of  Scottish  descent 
and  raised  in  County  Cork, 

Ireland.  Cockburn  came  to 
the  U.S.  in  1972  and  began  to 
write  for  the  Press  Clips  col- 
umn of  the  Village  Voice  the 
following  year.  Educated  at 
Oxford,  Cockburn  shared  the 
bourgeoisie’s  social  world  but 
not  its  worldview.  Time  and  again,  his 
distaste  for  imperialist  propaganda,  sharp 
eye  for  hypocrisy  and  contrarian  streak  led 
him  to  ruffle  the  feathers  of  mainstream 
liberalism  (and  its  reformist  “socialist” 
apologists).  It  was  especially  for  that 
capacity  that  we  appreciated  his  writings, 
despite  the  gulf  between  his  radical  liber- 
alism and  our  revolutionary  Marxism. 

In  his  search  for  dissenting  perspec- 
tives and  buried  truths,  Cockburn  at 
times  drew  from  our  newspaper.  Dennis 
Perrin,  whose  columns  were  printed  in 
Cockburn’s  CounterPunch  publication, 
describes  picking  up  Alex’s  mail  and  find- 
ing among  letters  and  bills  “ Workers  Van- 
guard, the  American  Guardian,  Foreign 
Affairs , and  yes  The  New  Republic .”  In  the 
wake  of  the  1979  Greensboro  Massacre,  in 
which  five  leftist  anti-racist  activists  and 
union  organizers  were  gunned  down  by 
the  Ku  KIux  Klan,  the  Spartacist  League 
initiated  its  first  labor/black  mobiliza- 
tion against  Klan/Nazi  terror.  The  action 
brought  out  some  500  people,  mainly 
black  auto  workers,  in  downtown  Detroit. 
Cockburn  wrote  in  his  Press  Clips  column: 

"Courage  would  demand  issuance  of  a call 
for  anti-fascist  demonstrations  in  every 
major  city — like  the  one  sponsored  by  the 
Sparlacists  in  Detroit.  But  our  liberals  are 
too  busy  with  Teddy  [Kennedy]....  Action 
against  native  fascism  is  left  in  the  hands 
of  the  Trotskyists  and  other  sectarians, 
who  at  least  can  understand  the  meaning 
of  murder  when  they  see  it." 

He  followed  the  maxim  of  his  father,  the 
noted  journalist  Claud  Cockburn:  “Never 
believe  anything  until  it’s  officially  denied." 
He  also  performed  filial  duty  in  describing 
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his  father  as  "the  greatest  radical  journal- 
ist of  his  age,"  even  though  that  journalism 
included  hack  service  for  the  Stalinists  as 
they  crushed  insurgent  workers  during  the 
1930s  Spanish  Revolution.  While  Alexan- 
der Cockburn  enjoyed  a certain  status  as 
an  in-house  critic  to  the  liberal  left,  the 
leash  only  had  so  much  slack  before  he 
would  get  pulled  back  with  an  abrupt  snap. 
This  became  especially  evident  during  the 
1980s,  as  U.S.  imperialism  ramped  up  Cold 
War  II  against  the  Soviet  Union. 

He  got  into  hot  water  in  1982  during  the 
civil  war  in  El  Salvador,  where  Soviet-  and 
Cuban-backed  leftist  insurgents  fought 
a U.S.-backed  death  squad  regime.  We 
raised  the  call  for  military  victory  to  the 
leftist  insurgents  and  declared:  “Defense 
of  Cuba  and  the  USSR  Begins  in  El  Salva- 
dor!" Cockburn  also  called  for  the  insur- 
gents’ victory  in  his  Voice  columns.  The 
problem  for  him  was  that  the  bulk  of  the 
left  was  mobilizing  behind  the  bourgeois- 
liberal  demand  for  a “political  solution” — 
i.e.,  a “peace”  on  the  imperialists’  terms — 
complete  with  (failed)  attempts  to  exclude 
our  contingents  from  protests.  To  appease 
the  anti-Spartacist  cabal,  Cockburn,  even 
while  describing  our  call  for  military  vic- 
tory as  “unimpeachable,”  sought  to  dis- 
tance himself  by  calling  us  “assholes” 
with  “more  than  a whiff  of  Marxism- 
Leninism-Bonkerism."  But  as  we  wrote: 
“You  can’t  be  both  for  battlefield  victory 
to  win  war  and  for  the  popular  front  that 
wants  a negotiated  solution  to  stop  it.” 

In  1984,  a witchhunt  was  launched 
against  Cockburn  for  receiving  $10,000 
from  the  Institute  of  Arab  Studies  to  write 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


For  Trade-Union  Independence 
from  the  Bourgeois  State 

The  police  massacre  of  striking  miners  in 
South  Africa  has  touched  off  massive  anger 
at  the  Tripartite  Alliance  government  of  the 
African  National  Congress,  Communist  Party 
and  COSATU  union  federation.  Revolution- 
ary leader  Leon  Trotsky  highlighted  the  need 
to  struggle  against  the  growing  together  of 
the  trade  unions  with  the  capitalist  stale  in 
one  of  his  last  writings  before  his  assassina- 
tion by  a Stalinist  agent  in  August  1940. 

There  is  one  common  feature  in  the  development,  or  more  correctly  the  degeneration, 
of  modern  trade  union  organizations  throughout  the  world:  it  is  their  drawing  close  to 
and  growing  together  with  the  state  power.  This  process  is  equally  characteristic  of  the 
neutral,  the  Social  Democratic,  the  Communist,  and  "anarchist”  trade  unions.  This  fact 
alone  shows  that  the  tendency  toward  “growing  together”  is  intrinsic  not  in  this  or  that 
doctrine  as  such  but  derives  from  social  conditions  common  for  all  unions. 

Monopoly  capitalism  does  not  rest  on  competition  and  free  private  initiative  but 
on  centralized  command.  The  capitalist  cliques  at  the  head  of  mighty  trusts,  syndi- 
cates, banking  consortiums,  and  so  on,  view  economic  life  from  the  very  same  heights 
as  does  state  power;  and  they  require  at  every  step  the  collaboration  of  the  latter.  In 
their  turn  the  trade  unions  in  the  most  important  branches  of  industry  find  themselves 
deprived  of  the  possibility  of  profiting  from  the  competition  among  the  different  enter- 
prises. They  have  to  confront  a centralized  capitalist  adversary,  intimately  bound  up 
with  state  power.  Hence  flows  the  need  of  the  trade  unions — insofar  as  they  remain  on 
reformist  positions,  that  is.  on  positions  of  adapting  themselves  to  private  property — to 
adapt  themselves  to  the  capitalist  state  and  to  contend  for  its  cooperation. 

In  the  eyes  of  the  bureaucracy  of  the  trade  union  movement,  the  chief  task  lies  in 
‘freeing  the  state  from  the  embrace  of  capitalism,  in  weakening  its  dependence  on 
trusts,  in  pulling  it  over  to  their  side.  This  position  is  in  complete  harmony  with  the 
social  position  of  the  labor  aristocracy  and  the  labor  bureaucracy,  who  fight  for  a crumb 
in  the  share  of  superprofits  of  imperialist  capitalism.  The  labor  bureaucrats  do  their 
level  best  in  words  and  deeds  to  demonstrate  to  the  “democratic"  state  how  reliable  and 
indispensable  they  are  in  peacetime  and  especially  in  time  of  war.  By  transforming  the 
trade  unions  into  organs  of  the  state,  fascism  invents  nothing  new;  it  merely  draws  to 
their  ultimate  conclusion  the  tendencies  inherent  in  imperialism.... 

It  is  necessary  to  adapt  ourselves  to  the  concrete  conditions  existing  in  the  trade 
unions  of  every  given  country  in  order  to  mobilize  the  masses,  not  only  against  the 
bourgeoisie,  but  also  against  the  totalitarian  regime  within  the  trade  unions  themselves 
and  against  the  leaders  enforcing  this  regime.  The  primary  slogan  for  this  struggle  is: 
complete  and  unconditional  independence  of  the  trade  unions  in  relation  to  the  capi- 
talist state.  This  means  a struggle  to  turn  the  trade  unions  into  the  organs  of  the  broad 
exploited  masses  and  not  the  organs  of  a labor  aristocracy. 

—Leon  Trotsky.  "Trade  Unions  in  the  Epoch  of  Imperialist  Decay”  (1940) 


a book  about  the  Israeli  invasion  of  Leba- 
non. For  this  sin  against  Zionism — an 
offense  that  would  dog  him  throughout  his 
career — he  was  suspended  from  the  Voice 
without  pay.  We  wrote,  defending  him, 
that  we  would  miss  him  in  the  pages  of  the 
Voice  "not  only  because  we  find  his  col- 
umns interesting,  venomously  bright;  not 
only  because  he  is  a political  enemy  worth 
aiming  polemics  at.  We  think  it’s  just  fine 


Defend  the  Scoundrel! 


book  imprint,  he  continued 
to  launch  salvos  against  the 
inanities,  absurdities  and  men- 
dacities of  the  capitalist  spin 
machine.  While  the  Demo- 
cratic establishment  was  in  the 
midst  of  grooming  Obama  to 
be  head  overseer  on  the  capital- 
ist plantation,  Cockburn  called 
it  straight:  “You  can  actually 
see  him  trimming  to  the  wind, 
the  way  you  see  a conjuror  of 
moderate  skill  shove  the  rabbit 
back  up  his  sleeve.  Above  all 
he  is  concerned  with  the  task  of  reassur- 
ing the  masters  of  the  Democratic  Party, 
and  beyond  that,  the  politico-corporate 
establishment,  that  he  is  safe"  ("Obama’s 
Game,”  CounterPunch,  24  April  2006). 

In  his  better  moments,  Cockburn  took 
on  not  only  the  Democratic  establishment 
but  also  its  fake-socialist  water  boys.  In 
2009,  he  exposed  Jeff  Mackler  of  Social- 
ist Action  as  the  moving  force  in  cancel- 
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WV  No.  346  (20  January  1984)  defended  Cockburn,  target  of  witchhunt  for 
taking  “Arab  money"  for  planned  book  on  Israeli  invasion  of  Lebanon. 


when  we  lay  bare  his  political  core:  hiding 
his  conciliation  behind  his  snotty  wit.  But 
only  we  should  be  allowed  to  cream  Cock- 
burn, not  this  bunch  of  liberal  imperial- 
ists” (WV  No.  346,  20  January  1984).  As 
it  turned  out,  Cockburn  landed  on  his  feet, 
retaining  a column  in  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 
nal and  later  writing  for  the  Nation.  In  a 
1986  Nation  column  Cockburn  thanked 
Workers  Vanguard  for  publishing  a map 
of  the  U.S.  showing  the  severity  of  sod- 
omy laws  in  each  state  (see  WV  No.  408, 
18  July  1986),  writing  “I  didn’t  know  the 
Sparts  were  into  that  kind  of  thing.” 

As  the  Moscow  Stalinist  bureaucracy 
approached  its  ultimate  crisis,  leading  to 
the  destruction  of  the  Soviet  workers  state 
in  1991-92,  Cockburn  began  lurching  to  the 
right.  His  positions,  always  idiosyncratic, 
became  more  erratic.  In  1990,  he  supported 
imperialist  sanctions  against  Saddam  Hus- 
sein’s Iraq  as  a lesser  evil  to  war,  a stance 
also  adopted  by  the  International  Social- 
ist Organization,  among  others.  Cockburn 
eventually  became  a staunch  critic  of  the 
sanctions,  which  in  the  space  of  a decade 
killed  at  least  a million  and  a half  Iraqis. 
In  his  later  search  for  allies  in  the  fight 
against  U.S.  intervention.  Cockburn  turned 
to  the  right-wing  libertarians,  including  the 
Ron  Paul  crowd.  Ever  quirky,  to  the  end  he 
refused  to  give  credence  to  the  overwhelm- 
ing evidence  of  global  warming. 

Nevertheless,  from  the  pages  of  the 
CounterPunch  newsletter,  which  he  co- 
edited. along  with  its  later  Web  site  and 


ing  an  antiwar  picket  against  Democratic 
House  Speaker  Nancy  Pelosi.  Recalling 
a similar  incident  in  1988,  Cockburn 
described  Mackler  as  “longer  of  tooth, 
but  no  closer  to  socialism.” 

Just  weeks  before  his  death,  Cockburn 
recounted  how  the  reformist  left  liqui- 
dated into  the  petty-bourgeois,  populist 
Occupy  Wall  Street,  writing  that  self- 
proclaimed  “Leninists  threw  aside  their 
Marxist  primers  on  party  organisation 
and  drained  the  full  anarchist  cocktail." 
He  wrote,  “If  ever  I saw  a dead  movement, 
it  is  surely  Occupy,”  and  called  on  “those 
veteran  radicals”  who  had  proclaimed 
“a  religious  conversion  to  Occupyism, 
to  give  a proper  account  of  themselves" 
(“Biggest  Financial  Scandal  in  Britain’s 
History,  Yet  Not  a Single  Occupy  Sign; 
What  Happened?”  CounterPunch,  6 July 
2012).  Always  a radical  liberal,  Cockburn 
never  lost  hope  that  such  hopeless  types 
would  recant  in  the  face  of  his  polemic. 

When  Cockburn  was  on  the  ropes  at  the 
Village  Voice  in  1984,  we  offered  him  a 
spot  writing  columns  for  WV.  We  noted, 
“Since  our  wage  scale  will  hardly  keep 
you  in  cologne,  if  you  come  to  work  for  us 
you  can  take  Arab  money  so  long  as  you 
tell  us  about  it....  (In  fact,  if  you  work  for 
us  you  will  need  Arab  money.)"  We  also 
observed:  "If  a man  is  to  be  judged  partly 
by  the  enemies  he  makes,  it  must  be  said 
that  Cockburn  has  many  of  the  right  ones." 
We  will  surely  miss  Alexander  Cockburn, 
always  quotable  and  often  right.  ■ 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Bitter  Defeat  of  Illinois  Caterpillar  Strike 


Bosses  Declare  Class  War. 


Minkanic/Chicago  Tribune 


Caterpillar  machinists  gather  outside  IBEW  union  hall  in  Joliet  to  vote  on  contract, 
August  17. 


In  a bitter  and  ominous  defeat  for 
labor,  on  August  17  a 15 -week-long 
strike  against  the  Caterpillar  cor- 
poration by  780  members  of  Inter- 
national Association  of  Machin- 
ists and  Aerospace  Workers  (1AM) 

Local  Lodge  851  in  Joliet,  Illinois, 
ended  when  workers  narrowly  voted 
to  accept  a draconian  contract.  With 
profits  at  an  all-time  high,  and  grow- 
ing, the  construction  and  mining 
equipment  giant  demanded  blood, 
and  got  almost  every  drop.  Workers 
hired  at  the  plant  before  May  2005 
will  have  their  wages  frozen,  while 
workers  hired  after  that  will  receive 
a minuscule  one-time  3 percent 
raise  in  the  six  years  of  the  contract. 

Health  care  premiums  will  double, 
the  defined-benefit  pension  plan  will 
be  eliminated,  and  seniority  rights 
will  be  weakened.  At  an  August 
19  union  meeting,  several  workers 
told  Workers  Vanguard  salesmen 
that  they  were  angry  about  the  level  of 
scabbing  during  the  strike.  Many  have 
criticized  their  union  representatives  for 
negotiating  a rotten  contract. 

Compounding  a decades-long  war  on 
labor,  resulting  in  a decline  in  both  the 
incomes  and  general  well-being  of  working 
people,  the  magnitude  and  scope  of  con- 
tract concessions  demanded  by  the  bosses 
have  accelerated  since  the  beginning  of  the 
Great  Recession.  Strikes  have  been  infre- 
quent (there  were  only  19  major  walkouts  in 
201 1),  and  those  that  did  not  suffer  outright 
defeat  served,  with  rare  exception,  only  to 
mitigate  the  extent  of  the  damage.  Routs 
such  as  the  one  at  Caterpillar  are  increas- 
ingly the  rule.  Robert  Bruno,  a professor  at 
the  University  of  Illinois,  pointed  out  that 
Caterpillar  broke  the  link  between  a com- 
pany’s profit  and  what  it  pays  its  workers. 
He  predicted,  “Other  companies  now  will 
follow  suit”  ( Chicago  Tribune , 18  August). 

The  labor  movement  has  been  crippled 
by  union  leaders  who,  parroting  the  bosses, 
have  told  their  members  that  sacrifice  is 
needed  to  assure  the  continued  existence 
of  American  industry  against  foreign  com- 
petition. This  chauvinist  appeal  has  been 
used  to  sell  givebacks  in  health  insurance 
coverage,  work  rules,  seniority  rights  and 
wage  scales.  In  the  1980s,  the  corpora- 
tions mounted  an  assault  on  the  wages  of 
younger  union  members  by  introducing  a 
lower  entry-level  tier.  Wages  have  since 
been  reduced  to  near  Walmart  levels  by 
the  infamous  “two-tier”  system,  leading 
many  embittered  younger  members  to  call 
into  question  the  value  of  unions  at  all. 
Caterpillar  in  2006  was  among  the  first 
in  major  industry  to  introduce  a two-tier 
wage  system  that  permanently  relegates  a 
section  of  the  workforce  to  the  bottom. 
However,  it  was  the  2008  auto  contracts 


forced  upon  workers  at  GM,  Ford  and 
Chrysler  by  UAW  top  Ron  Gettelfinger 
and  the  newly  elected  president  Barack 
Obama — part  of  the  bailout  of  the  auto 
bosses — that  opened  the  floodgates  for 
two-tier  agreements  in  other  union  con- 
tracts throughout  this  country. 

It  used  to  be  commonplace  to  reassure 
angry  workers  that  when  things  got  better 
their  sacrifice  would  be  rewarded.  That  was 
then.  Alongside  large-scale  and  long-term 
unemployment,  corporate  profits  have,  on 
the  average,  risen  at  an  annual  rate  of  4.8 
percent  over  the  past  three  years.  Cater- 
pillar is  simply  rolling  in  dough,  amassing 
a record  $4.9  billion  in  profits  last  year, 
and  it  topped  that  rate  with  a cool  $1.7  bil- 
lion in  profits  during  the  second  quarter 
of  this  year.  This  is  coming  right  out  of 
the  hides  of  the  workers.  In  the  midst  of 
the  strike,  the  Joliet  plant  manager,  Carlos 
Revilla,  claimed  that  the  top-tier  workers 
were  paid  34  percent  above  “market  level" 
and  declared:  "Paying  wages  well  above 
market  levels  makes  Joliet  uncompetitive” 
( New  York  Times , 22  July).  In  brief,  the 
bosses  are  aiming  for  one  tier — the  lowest 
wage  they  can  get  away  with  paying. 

So  much  for  the  fabled  goose  that  lays 
eggs  of  gold.  As  Karl  Marx  pointed  out, 
the  growth  of  wealth  and  profits  at  one 
pole  of  the  capitalist  system  (the  owners 
of  the  means  of  production)  necessitates 
the  growth  of  misery  and  want  at  its  other 
pole  (the  working  class).  The  left-leaning 
British  Guardian  (27  July)  offers  this 
grim  assessment  of  the  plight  of  workers: 
“Human  agency  consists  of  two  choices: 
take  it  or  leave  it.  To  want  more  say  in 
what  you  do  for  a living,  for  how  much  and 
under  which  conditions,  and  to  want  the 
same  for  others,  is  crazy.”  With  consider- 
ably less  empathy,  the  Wall  Street  Jour- 


nal (17  August)  article  on  the  Caterpillar 
contract  said  it  straight  out:  "The  vote  to 
return  to  work  is  the  latest  sign  that  union- 
ized employees  have  little  power  to  buck 
employers’  demands  for  concessions." 

Such  obituaries  were  common  in  the 
years  prior  to  and  at  the  onset  of  the  Great 
Depression.  In  the  early  1930s — as  now — 
there  were  legions  of  the  unemployed 
supposedly  eager  to  snatch  up  the  jobs  of 
the  employed  if  these  dared  to  resist  the 
bosses’  demands.  The  labor  statesmen 
of  those  days  agreed  to  concession  after 
concession  and  union  membership  plum- 
meted. But  in  grinding  down  those  they 
exploit,  the  capitalists  sow  the  seeds  of 
class  struggle.  Seemingly  out  of  nowhere 
in  1934,  massive  citywide  strikes  in 
Toledo,  Minneapolis  and  San  Francisco — 
all  led  by  reds — erupted.  In  the  years  that 
followed  leading  up  to  World  War  II,  there 
were  thousands  of  strikes  and  the  giant 
industrial  unions  of  the  CIO  were  forged. 
Social  Security  and  unemployment  ben- 
efits, designed  to  placate  the  workers,  did 
little  to  quench  the  fires  of  labor  militancy. 

By  1934  the  ferocity  of  the  Depression 
had  abated  little.  Although  there  was  an 
uptick  in  hiring,  unemployment  continued 
at  record  levels.  Nevertheless,  workers 
increasingly  looked  for  union  organiza- 
tion to  end  their  atomization  and  desper- 
ate circumstances,  in  the  process  gravitat- 
ing toward  those  with  experience  in  the 
class  struggle  for  guidance.  The  historic 
1934  Minneapolis  truckers  strike,  which 
led  the  way  for  nationwide  expansion  of 
the  Teamsters  union,  was  centrally  led  by 
Trotskyist  militants.  As  James  P.  Cannon 
recounted  in  The  History  of  American 
Trotskyism  (1944): 

“Trotskyism  introduced  into  all  the  plans 

and  preparations  of  the  union  and  the  strike. 


from  beginning  to  end.  the  class  line 
of  militancy;  not  as  a subjective  reac- 
tion— that  is  seen  in  every  strike — 
but  as  a deliberate  policy  based  on 
the  theory  of  class  struggle,  that  you 
can’t  win  anything  from  the  bosses 
unless  you  have  the  will  to  fight 
for  it  and  the  strength  to  take  it." 

The  essence  of  this  message  reso- 
nated throughout  the  country.  Using 
the  means  at  their  disposal — from 
facing  down  the  scabs  and  their 
armed  guardians,  the  police,  to 
seizing  the  plants — the  workers  shut 
down  production.  Nothing  came  out 
of  the  struck  factories  and  no  one 
went  in  to  replace  the  strikers.  For 
the  most  part,  the  bosses  were  forced 
to  accede  to  the  workers’  main 
demands.  Throughout  this  tumultu- 
ous period,  the  union  tops,  with  few 
exceptions,  maintained  their  ties  and 
allegiance  to  the  Democratic  Party, 
which  no  less  than  the  Republicans 
is  a party  of  the  capitalist  class.  But 
the  workers'  increasing  militancy  chal- 
lenged labor’s  ties  to  the  Democrats,  with 
many  considering  moving  to  form  some 
sort  of  labor  party. 

The  reformist  Communist  Party,  which 
led  thousands  of  the  most  militant  work- 
ers and  influenced  a number  of  unions, 
sidetracked  that  impulse  by  all  but 
explicitly  throwing  its  support  to  Frank- 
lin Delano  Roosevelt  in  the  1936  presi- 
dential election.  This  was  the  American 
version  of  the  Stalinist  “popular  front" 
policy,  which  sought  to  find  allies  for  the 
Soviet  Union  among  the  “good”  impe- 
rialists. Within  five  years,  U.S.  work- 
ers were  drawn  into  the  interimperialist 
World  War  II,  killing  their  class  brothers 
on  the  battlefields  of  Europe  and  Asia, 
just  as  two  and  a half  decades  before 
their  fathers  and  uncles  were  mobilized 
through  patriotic  calls  to  join  in  the  frat- 
ricidal carnage  of  WWI. 

At  the  end  of  World  War  II,  the 
victorious  U.S.  imperialists  launched  the 
Cold  War  against  the  USSR,  the  home- 
land of  proletarian  revolution.  Simul- 
taneously they  employed  their  “Amer- 
ica first”  supporters  in  the  trade-union 
bureaucracy  to  drive  the  reds  out  of  the 
union  movement.  That  helped  set  off, 
from  the  mid  1950s  to  today,  a fairly 
steady  decline  in  membership  to  the  cur- 
rent dismal  levels. 

The  grinding  exploitation  of  the  profit- 
driven  capitalist  system  will  again  goad 
the  workers  into  action.  To  end  capitalism’s 
depredations,  such  militancy  requires  a 
class-struggle  leadership  to  forge  a revo- 
lutionary proletarian  party  to  overturn 
through  socialist  revolution  the  American 
imperialist  behemoth,  the  main  enemy 
of  all  the  world’s  working  and  oppressed 
people.  ■ 
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Dialectical  Materialism  vs.  Bourgeois  Rationalism 


A Marxist  Critique  of  the 


Part  One  of  this  article  appeared 
in  WV  No.  1007  (31  August). 

With  the  decline  of  religiosity  and 
the  authority  of  the  Christian  churches 
in  the  working  class  in  late  19th-century 
Europe,  a current  of  bourgeois  intellec- 
tuals sought  to  justify  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem on  supposedly  scientific  (material- 

PART  TWO 

ist)  grounds.  An  influential  expression 
of  this  current  in  Britain  as  well  as  the 
United  States  was  “social  Darwinism"  as 
expounded  by  T.H.  Huxley  and  Herbert 
Spencer.  They  held  up  the  “survival  of  the 
fittest”  as  the  primary  engine  not  only  of 
evolutionary  “progress”  but  also  of  human 
society.  The  bankruptcy  of  small,  family- 
owned  businesses  and  farms  was  likened 
to  the  extinction  of  species  of  birds  or 
mammals  that  had  failed  to  adapt  to  a 
changing  natural  environment.  For  Hux- 
ley and  Spencer,  a worker  who  became  a 
foreman  was  analogous  to  a strong  male 
tiger  besting  a weaker  rival  in  fighting  to 
mate  with  a tigress. 

In  the  present-day  English-speaking 
world,  a somewhat  similar  intellectual 
niche  is  occupied  by  sociobiology.  It  is, 
as  they  say,  no  accident  that  leading  “new 
atheists” — Richard  Dawkins.  Daniel  Den- 
nett, Sam  Harris — are  strong  proponents 
of  this  doctrine  and  its  offspring,  evolu- 
tionary psychology.  Adherents  of  socio- 
biology have  made  outrageous  claims 
regarding  supposedly  innate  racial  and 
sexual  differences.  Steven  Pinker,  a mem- 
ber of  the  advisory  board  of  Harris’  Proj- 
ect Reason  Foundation,  praised  the  “clear 
historical  discussion”  of  IQ  in  Charles 
Murray  and  Richard  J.  Herrnstein’s  gro- 
tesque, pseudoscientific  tract  asserting 
black  inferiority.  The  Bell  Curve  (1994). 
(For  a debunking  of  this  racist  tract,  see 
“The  ‘Bell  Curve’  and  Genocide  U.S.A.," 
WVNo.  611,  25  November  1994;  reprinted 
in  Black  History  and  the  Class  Struggle 
No.  12,  February  1995.)  Similarly,  when 
Larry  Summers,  then  president  of  Har- 
vard, infamously  declared  in  January 
2005  that  women  have  less  innate  aptitude 
for  the  hard  sciences,  Pinker  declared 
that  there  was  “enough  evidence  for  the 
hypothesis  to  be  taken  seriously.” 

While  Dawkins,  Dennett  and  Harris 
steer  clear  of  Pinker’s  more  outrageous 
claims,  they  all  indulge  in  some  variant 
of  biological  determinism,  the  view  that 
genes  dictate  behavior.  In  The  Selfish 
Gene  (1976),  the  book  that  first  brought 
him  to  prominence,  Dawkins  wrote  that 


New  Athe  sts” 


arose  as  an  adaptation  of  Catholicism 
16th-  and  17th-century  Europe 


in 


a society  based  simply  on  a genetic  “law 
of  universal  ruthless  selfishness  would 
be  a very  nasty  society  in  which  to  live. 
But  unfortunately,  however  much  we  may 
deplore  something,  it  does  not  stop  it  being 
true."  Such  statements  earned  Dawkins 
sharp  criticism  in  Not  In  Our  Genes,  a 
work  of  prominent  scientists  attacking 
the  racist,  pseudoscientific  field  of  socio- 
biology, particularly  its  defense  of  bogus 
studies  upholding  the  inheritability  of  IQ. 

Even  as  he  distanced  himself  from 
the  racist  arguments  about  IQ,  Dawkins' 
foam-flecked  review  of  Not  In  Our  Genes 
accused  its  authors  of  presenting  a “bizarre 
conspiracy  theory  of  science”  simply  for 
having  argued  that  scientific  research  (like 


indulge  their  pseudo-materialist  itch  is 
in  discussing  the  basis  of  religious  belief. 
Asking  in  his  book  Breaking  the  Spell 
why  religion  “means  so  much  to  so  many 
people,  and  why — and  how — does  it 
command  allegiance  and  shape  so  many 
lives  so  strongly,”  Dennett  answers  with 
a confused  and  confusing  hodgepodge, 
jumping  back  and  forth  between  the  ani- 
mism of  primitive  hunter-gatherer  bands 
and  the  Christian  churches  in  present-day 
America.  He  relates  later  religious  doc- 
trine to  universal  psychological  behavior 
that  supposedly  originates  with  our  early 
hominoid  precursors,  such  as  the  need  for 
young  children  to  accept  the  authority  of 
their  parents.  One  could  just  as  well  argue 


Left:  T.H.  Huxley, 
19th-century 
pioneer  of 
“social  Darwinism,’ 
which  justified 
capitalist 
immiseration. 
Right:  Child  labor 
at  Pennsylvania 
coal  mine,  1911. 


everything  in  class  society)  may  be  influ- 
enced and  at  times  distorted  by  ideological 
biases.  In  The  Mismeasure  of  Man  (1981) 
and  other  works,  the  late,  renowned  pale- 
ontologist Stephen  Jay  Gould  exposed  in 
great  depth  how  “scientific”  racism  based 
on  consciously  or  unconsciously  twisted 
data  is  used  to  justify  the  lording  of  one 
class,  sex  or  race  over  another  (see  “Sci- 
ence and  the  Battle  Against  Racism  and 
Obscurantism,”  WV  No.  797,  14  February 
2003).  Gould  was  also  among  those  evo- 
lutionary biologists  who  refuted  the  fal- 
lacy that  Darwinian  evolution  by  natural 
selection  can  be  applied  to  human  social 
development. 

Where  Dawkins  and  Dennett  really 


Sociobiology  proponent 
Steven  Pinker  praised 
"discussion"  on  IQ  in 
The  Bell  Curve,  which 
asserted  inherent  black 
inferiority  and  called  to 
slash  funds  for  ghetto 
schools.  Left:  Inner-city 
Chicago  high  school. 


that  a child’s  awareness  of  the  relation 
between  cause  and  effect  (e.g.,  kicking  a 
ball  with  the  front  of  one’s  foot  makes  it 
move  forward)  predisposes  him  to  scien- 
tific rationality  in  later  life. 

In  The  God  Delusion,  Dawkins  con- 
tends that  religious  behavior  can  be  called 
“a  human  universal”  demanding  “a  Dar- 
winian explanation.”  His  “explanation”  is 
the  absurd  notion  of  a religion  “meme,”  an 
obscurantist  term  defined  as  a unit  of  cul- 
tural inheritance.  This  concoction  is  pre- 
sented as  an  analogue  of  the  gene,  suppos- 
edly replicating,  mutating  and  responding 
to  selective  pressure.  Dawkins  asserts 
that  “memetic  natural  selection”  offers  "a 
plausible  account  of  the  detailed  evolution 
of  particular  religions”  without  indicat- 
ing why  one  religious  “meme"  might  be 
selected  over  another,  or  even  the  rules 
whereby  such  “memes"  are  transmitted. 
Here  Dawkins  has  crossed  over  into  the 
realm  of  vulgar  pseudoscience.  Unlike 
memes,  genes  actually  exist — they  can 
be  sequenced,  spliced,  transplanted  and 
traced.  Memes  are  pure  idealist  sophistry. 

Sociobiology  purports  to  provide  a 
materialist  explanation  for  the  inequali- 
ties, injustices,  ideological  currents  and 
brutalities  of  modern  society  while  reject- 
ing the  historical  (dialectical)  materialist 
understanding  that  these  are  fundamen- 
tally rooted  in  class  divisions  and  class 
struggle.  V.  I.  Lenin  observed  in  "The 
Three  Sources  and  Three  Component 
Parts  of  Marxism"  (March  1913)  that 
"man’s  social  knowledge  (i.e.,  his  vari- 
ous views  and  doctrines — philosophical, 
religious,  political  and  so  forth)  reflects 
the  economic  system  of  society"  (emphasis 
in  original).  Protestantism,  for  example. 


along  with  the  growing  economic 
weight  of  the  capitalist  merchant  class. 
This  fact,  which  is  accepted  by  far  more 
than  just  Marxists,  has  no  value  in 
Dawkins’  realm  of  “memetic"  fantasy. 

Nationalism  Trumps  Religion 
in  the  Modern  World 

By  focusing  on  the  crimes  perpetrated 
in  the  name  of  religion,  the  “new  athe- 
ists” disregard  and  therefore  implicitly 
deny  that  national  chauvinism  is  the  main 
source  of  popular  ideological  support  for 
wars,  oppression  and  social  injustice. 
Racism,  too,  is  given  short  shrift.  In  The 
End  of  Faith,  Sam  Harris  argues: 

“Religion  is  as  much  a living  spring  of 
violence  today  as  it  was  at  any  time  in 


the  past.  The  recent  conflicts  in  Pal- 
estine (Jews  v.  Muslims),  the  Balkans 
(Orthodox  Serbians  v.  Catholic  Croats; 
Orthodox  Serbians  v.  Bosnian  and  Alba- 
nian Muslims),  Northern  Ireland  (Prot- 
estants v.  Catholics),  Kashmir  (Muslims 
v.  Hindus),  Sudan  (Muslims  v.  Chris- 
tians and  animists),  Nigeria  (Muslims  v. 
Christians),  Ethiopia  and  Eritrea  (Mus- 
lims v.  Christians),  Sri  Lanka  (Sinhalese 
Buddhists  v.  Tamil  Hindus).  Indonesia 
(Muslims  v.  Timorese  Christians),  and 
the  Caucasus  (Orthodox  Russians  v. 
Chechen  Muslims;  Muslim  Azerbaijanis 
v.  Catholic  and  Orthodox  Armenians) 
are  merely  a few  cases  in  point.  In  these 
places  religion  has  been  the  explicit 
cause  of  literally  millions  of  deaths  in 
the  last  ten  years."  (emphasis  in  original) 

In  fact,  in  the  modern  world  religion 
is  a subordinate  aspect  of  nationalism, 
the  predominant  bourgeois  ideology.  A 
basic  common  bond  linking  all  bour- 
geois politicians — from  social  democrats 
to  fascists — and  all  bourgeois  intellectu- 
als— from  secular  humanists  to  religious 
fundamentalists — is  elevating  the  inter- 
ests of  their  nation-state  above  all  other 
interests. 

Since  the  18th  century,  almost  all  major 
wars  (excluding  some  civil  wars)  have 
been  fought  on  the  basis  of  national,  not 
religious,  divisions.  Indeed,  coreligionists 
have  often  been  pitted  against  one  another. 
In  both  the  First  and  Second  World  Wars, 
young  American  men  who  were  Protes- 
tants. Catholics  and  nonbelievers  fought 
and  sought  to  kill  young  German  men 
who  were  Protestants.  Catholics  and  non- 
believers. And  vice  versa.  The  primacy 
of  national  identity  over  religious  affilia- 
tion is  also  evident  in  wars  in  the  Islamic 
world.  In  the  almost  decade-long  war 
between  Iraq  and  Iran  in  the  1980s,  Arab 
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Shi’ite  Muslims  fought  against  Persian 
Shi’ite  Muslims. 

The  "new  atheists"  ascribe  a religious 
character  to  what  are  actually  national 
conflicts.  Like  Harris,  Dawkins  contends 
that  religious  fanaticism  is  the  main  factor 
underlying  the  “Israeli/Palestinian  wars” 
and  the  Northern  Ireland  "troubles.”  The 
state  of  Israel  was  founded  in  1948  by 
Jewish  settlers  from  Europe  who  were 
perforce  culturally  European  and  in  most 
cases  physically  distinguishable  from  the 
indigenous  Arab  population  of  Palestine. 
The  Zionist  rulers  cohered  a new  nation 
in  the  Near  East  with  its  own  distinct 
and  unique  language,  modern  Hebrew. 
A large  fraction  of  the  Israeli  population 
does  not  believe  in  or  practice  Judaism  as 
a religion.  Such  non-believing  Israelis  are 
for  the  most  part  just  as  virulently  hostile 
to  the  dispossessed  and  oppressed  Pales- 
tinian Arabs  as  are  their  religious-minded 
fellow  nationals. 

Superficially,  the  communalist  conflict 
in  Northern  Ireland  does  appear  to 
be  based  on  religious  divisions,  since 
the  antagonistic  parties  are  convention- 
ally called  “Protestants"  and  "Catholics." 
In  this  case,  religious  affiliation  has 
been  an  important  factor  in  defining 
divergent  national  identities.  Nonetheless, 
there  are  atheist  and  other  non-believing 
“Protestants”  and  “Catholics”  in  North- 
ern Ireland.  What  then  is  the  source  of 
the  conflict? 

In  the  17th  century,  successive  Eng- 
lish governments  promoted  settlement  in 
northern  Ireland  by  Protestants  (Calvin- 
ists), mainly  from  Scotland,  to  strengthen 
their  colonial  rule  over  the  native  Irish 
inhabitants.  The  latter  retained  adher- 
ence to  the  Roman  Catholic  church.  In 
that  era.  the  language  of  the  Irish  people 
was  still  Gaelic,  not  English,  a national 
(not  religious)  factor  differentiating  them 
from  the  Scottish-derived  community 
in  the  northern  part  of  the  island.  In 
the  18th  century,  many  members  of  that 
community  emigrated  to  Britain’s  North 
American  colonies,  where  they  were  con- 
ventionally called  "Scots-Irish,"  indicat- 
ing their  primary  as  well  as  secondary 
country  of  origin. 

The  British  bourgeoisie's  rule  over 
its  Irish  colony  was  based  on  its  profit- 
accumulating,  imperialistic  interests,  as 
the  Spartacist  League/Britain  noted  in 
writing  about  Queen  Elizabeth’s  visit 
to  the  Republic  of  Ireland  last  year 
(“Down  With  the  Monarchy  and  the 
‘United  Kingdom’!”  Workers  Hammer 
No.  215,  Summer  2011).  The  article 
stressed  "intransigent  opposition  to  all 
forms  of  nationalism — first  and  foremost 
the  dominant  English  chauvinism”  and 
concluded:  "Our  programme  is  for  work- 
ers revolutions  to  overthrow  all  the  capi- 
talist regimes  in  Britain  and  in  Ireland, 
North  and  South.  The  myriad  forms  of 
national  oppression  will  be  resolved  when 
workers  revolution  has  swept  away  capi- 
talist rule  on  both  sides  of  the  Irish  border 
and  both  sides  of  the  Irish  Sea.” 

Oppenheimer,  Heisenberg 
and  the  Bomb 

Richard  Dawkins.  Daniel  Dennett  and 
Victor  Stenger  all  cite  with  approval  an 
aphorism  by  prominent  American  physi- 
cist Steven  Weinberg:  "Religion  is  an 
insult  to  human  dignity.  With  or  without 
it,  you’d  have  good  people  doing  good 
things  and  evil  people  doing  evil  things. 
But  for  good  people  to  do  evil  things,  it 
takes  religion.”  As  Marxists,  we  do  not 
share  in  this  moralistic  framework.  But 
even  on  its  own  terms  the  statement  is 
wrong,  implying  that  "good  people"  have 
never  committed  atrocities  when  moti- 
vated by  nationalism  but  only  when  moti- 
vated by  religious  fanaticism. 

An  instructive  counterexample  was 
provided  by  two  world-class  physicists 
during  the  Second  World  War:  J.  Rob- 
ert Oppenheimer  in  the  U.S.  and  Werner 
Heisenberg  in  Germany.  Oppenheimer,  a 
left-leaning  intellectual  whose  relatives, 
friends  and  colleagues  included  support- 
ers and  sympathizers  of  the  Communist 
Party,  was  the  chief  scientific  adminis- 
trator for  the  development  of  the  atomic 
bomb  (the  Manhattan  Project).  In  leading 
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the  work,  he  was  motivated  by  conven- 
tional national  loyalty.  Also,  like  many 
other  scientists  involved  in  the  Manhat- 
tan Project,  he  was  driven  by  hatred  of 
fascism  (falsely  conflated  with  support 
to  the  Allied  imperialists)  and  fear  that 
Nazi  Germany  would  first  develop  and 
use  nuclear  weapons  to  win  the  war. 

Germany  surrendered  two  months 
before  the  A-bomb  was  first  successfully 
tested  at  Los  Alamos,  New  Mexico,  on  16 
July  1945.  The  decision  was  then  made  to 
drop  the  two  bombs  the  U.S.  had  available 
on  the  Japanese  cities  of  Hiroshima  and 
Nagasaki.  No  one  thought  that  Japan  had 
the  capability  of  building  such  a bomb, 
and  a few  top  U.S.  government  officials 
and  military  men  (e.g.,  General  Dwight 
Eisenhower)  expressed  reservations  about 
using  atomic  bombs  against  the  Japanese 


civilian  population.  But  Oppenheimer 
did  not.  He  justified  the  mass  murder  of 
defenseless  men,  women  and  children  in 
the  name  of  liberal  idealism.  The  very 
destructiveness  of  these  weapons,  he  con- 
tended, would  lead  to  a new.  benign  world 
order  of  peace  and  international  coopera- 
tion. In  a speech  given  when  he  resigned 
as  head  of  the  Manhattan  Project  in  Octo- 
ber 1945.  Oppenheimer  pontificated: 

“If  atomic  bombs  are  to  be  added  as  new 
weapons  to  the  arsenals  of  a warring 
world,  or  to  the  arsenals  of  nations  pre- 
paring for  war,  then  the  time  will  come 
when  mankind  will  curse  the  names  of 
Los  Alamos  and  Hiroshima. 

“The  peoples  of  the  world  must  unite, 
or  they  will  perish.  This  war,  that  has 
ravaged  so  much  of  the  earth,  has  writ- 
ten these  words.  The  atomic  bomb  has 
spelled  them  out  for  all  men  to  under- 
stand.... By  our  works  we  are  committed, 
committed  to  a world  united,  before  the 
common  peril,  in  law  and  in  humanity." 
— quoted  in  Richard  Rhodes, 

The  Making  of  the  Atomic  Bomb 
(1986) 

This  is  the  language  of  bourgeois  sec- 
ular humanism  in  the  imperialist  epoch. 
It  should  be  noted  that  the  U.S.  dropped 
the  bombs  as  a message  of  U.S.  military 
superiority,  intended  not  for  Japan  and 
its  imperialist  rulers,  who  by  that  time 
were  all  but  defeated  militarily,  but  for 
the  Soviet  Union,  a degenerated  workers 
state. 

Werner  Heisenberg  was  one  of  a small 
number  of  top-level  German  physicists 


who  loyally  served  the  Nazi  regime 
through  the  war.  He  was  not  an  adherent 
of  fascist  ideology  and  did  not  join  the 
Nazi  party.  He  was  not  an  anti-Semite  and 
had  closely  collaborated  with  Jewish  phys- 
icists before  Hitler  came  to  power  in  1933. 
During  the  Nazi  regime,  he  defended  the 
scientific  validity  of  the  theoretical  work 
of  Albert  Einstein  and  other  Jewish  physi- 
cists against  the  demented  advocates  of 
"German  physics.”  Heisenberg  served 
under  the  Third  Reich  out  of  conventional 
German  patriotism.  In  her  memoirs,  his 
widow  offered  the  following  explanation 
of  her  husband’s  mindset:  “Heisenberg 
loved  the  country  of  his  childhood  and 
youth;  he  did  not  believe  that  the  picture 
that  was  now  looming  so  appallingly  was 
the  true  countenance  of  Germany.  Within 
himself  he  carried  the  picture  of  another 


Germany  for  which  he  thought  he  had  to 
persevere"  (Elisabeth  Heisenberg.  Inner 
Exile:  Recollections  of  a Life  with  Werner 
Heisenberg  [1984]). 

In  1942,  at  a high-level  conference 
on  armaments  attended  by  Albert  Speer 
and  other  directors  of  the  German  war 
economy.  Heisenberg  explained  the  tech- 
nical possibility  of  constructing  an  atomic 
bomb  ("as  large  as  a pineapple”)  that 
could  destroy  a city.  When  Speer  ques- 
tioned him  about  the  feasibility  of  produc- 
ing such  weapons,  Heisenberg  expressed 
uncertainty  that  it  could  be  done  in  time 
to  affect  the  outcome  of  the  war.  Speer 
decided  not  to  pursue  such  a project.  After 
the  war,  Heisenberg  wrote  that  German 


physicists  "were  spared  the  decision  as  to 
whether  or  not  they  should  aim  at  produc- 
ing atomic  bombs.”  But  he  did  not  indi- 
cate that  he  and  the  others  would  have 
refused  to  do  so  out  of  moral  scruples. 

The  bourgeois-rationalist  "new  athe- 
ists” do  not  acknowledge  the  pernicious 
role  of  national  chauvinism  in  the  world 
today  because  they  are  themselves  loyal 
to  protecting  the  power  and  position  of 
their  “own”  capitalist  nation-states.  While 
religion  has  served  as  an  ideological  pillar 
for  ruling  classes  since  the  advent  of  class 
society,  bourgeois  society  cannot  exist 
without  basing  itself  on  nation-states. 
Each  of  these  states  serves  a nationally 
delineated  capitalist  class,  which  requires 
state  power — i.e.,  armed  bodies  of  men — 
to  protect  its  rule  and  property  against 
challenges  from  both  the  working  class 
and  capitalist  rivals  in  other  countries. 
Each  bourgeoisie  portrays  itself  as  rep- 
resenting the  entire  people,  holding  that 
the  workers  and  oppressed  social  groups 
share  a common  interest  in  preserving 
and  bolstering  the  national  economy  and 
armed  forces. 

The  aims  of  socialism  are  counter- 
posed  to  all  variants  of  nationalism.  As 
Lenin  stated: 

“Marxism  cannot  be  reconciled  with 
nationalism,  be  it  even  of  the  ‘most 
just,’  ‘purest,’  most  refined  and  civilised 
brand.  In  place  of  all  forms  of  national- 
ism Marxism  advances  internationalism, 
the  amalgamation  of  all  nations  in  the 
higher  unity.... 

“The  proletariat  cannot  support  any  con- 
secration of  nationalism;  on  the  contrary, 
it  supports  everything  that  helps  to  oblit- 
erate national  distinctions  and  remove 
national  barriers;  it  supports  everything 
that  makes  the  ties  between  nationali- 
ties closer  and  closer,  or  tends  to  merge 
nations.” 

— Critical  Remarks  on  the 
National  Question 
(October-December  1913) 

Patriotic  jingoism  in  the  imperialist 
(advanced  capitalist)  states  expresses  the 
predatory  appetites  of  the  ruling  bour- 
geoisies. Nationalism  in  the  impover- 
ished and  oppressed  semicolonial  coun- 
tries expresses  both  the  aspirations  of  the 
weaker,  dependent  bourgeoisies  to  exploit 
their  own  working  people  and  their 
manipulation  of  the  masses’  legitimate 
hatred  of  imperialist  subjugation.  Marx- 
ists support  the  just  struggles  of  oppressed 
countries  against  imperialist  domination. 
But  in  doing  so  we  oppose  nationalist 
ideology,  calling  instead  for  the  inter- 
nationalist class  unity  of  the  workers  in 
oppressed  and  oppressor  countries  against 
the  ruling  classes  of  both. 

[TO  BE  CONTINUED! 
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For  Workers  Solidarity  Around  the  Pacific  Rim! 

U.S.-South  Korea  Trade  Pact 

China,  Korean  Workers 


Targets 

Last  November,  members  of  the  Inter- 
national Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU)  Local  21  in  the  small  port  town 
of  Longview,  Washington,  were  locked 
in  a battle  for  the  very  existence  of  their 
union  against  the  giant  grain-exporting 
conglomerate  EGT.  That  same  month, 
more  than  40,000  trade  unionists  and 
others  mobilized  in  Seoul,  South  Korea, 
in  a massive  protest  against  ratification 
of  the  U.S.-Korea  Free  Trade  Agreement 
(KorUS  FTA).  which  went  into  effect  in 
March  this  year.  For  U.S.  grain  exporters 
like  EGT,  the  agreement  promises  a profit 
bonanza.  With  the  treaty’s  elimination  of 
South  Korean  tariffs  on  two-thirds  of  U.S. 
farm  products,  the  U.S.  government  pre- 
dicted a $1.9  billion  growth  in  American 
agricultural  exports. 

U.S.-based  Bunge,  the  dominant  part- 
ner in  EGT  along  with  South  Korea’s  STX 
and  Itochu  of  Japan,  salivated  over  the 
prospect.  "Bunge  CEO  Sees  High  Grain 
Prices  Into  Fall,"  declared  a Fox  Busi- 
ness news  headline  (26  April).  The  trade 
agreement  was  designed  to  secure  U.S. 
imperialism’s  plunder  and  subordination 
of  South  Korea,  the  world’s  fourth-largest 
grain  importer,  which  already  gets  80  per- 
cent of  its  corn  from  the  U.S.  The  KorUS 
FTA  threatens  to  wipe  out  what  remains 
of  South  Korea’s  farm  sector.  The  pay- 
off for  American  agricultural  giants  will 
come  through  the  increasing  immiseration 
of  South  Korea's  working  people  enforced 
by  that  country’s  capitalist  regime.  And 
behind  South  Korea’s  capitalist  rulers 
stands  a U.S.  military  presence — today 
numbering  28,000  troops — that  dates 
back  to  the  1950-53  Korean  War. 

EGT’s  efforts  to  bust  the  ILWU  were 
backed  by  the  full  force  of  the  capitalist 
state,  from  local  and  regional  cops  and 
courts  to  the  National  Labor  Relations 
Board  (NLRB)  and,  in  the  end.  an  armed 
Coast  Guard  flotilla.  EGT  did  not  succeed 
in  driving  the  ILWU  out  of  its  Longview 
terminal,  but  the  union  is  now  saddled 
with  a deeply  concessionary  contract 
including  12-hour  shifts  and  the  serious 
undermining  of  the  union  hiring  hall  and 
other  hard-won  gains.  In  announcing  the 
first  ship  to  be  loaded  under  the  settlement 
with  EGT,  ILWU  International  president 
Bob  McEllrath  heralded  it  as  evidence  of 
the  “partnership  between  the  ILWU  and 
EGT"  and  the  beginning  of  “many  years 
of  safe,  productive  operation  at  the  facil- 
ity. and  stability  in  the  Pacific  Northwest 
grain  export  industry.”  As  we  wrote  in 
“Lessons  of  the  Battle  of  Longview"  ( WV 
No.  996.  17  February): 

"But  the  whole  battle  at  Longview  gives 
the  lie  to  the  bureaucracy’s  promotion  of 
a ’partnership’  between  the  longshore- 
men and  the  EGT  owners,  a lie  that  is 
at  the  heart  of  the  virtually  unchallenged 
offensive  by  the  bosses  and  their  state 
that  has  gutted  the  unions  in  this  country 
"The  ’stability’  of  the  multibillion  dollar 
U.S.  grain  industry,  the  biggest  and  most 
profitable  in  the  world,  means  skyrock- 
eting food  prices  and  the  starvation  and 
death  of  millions  around  the  globe.  The 
world’s  grain  supply  is  controlled  by  a 
handful  of  agribusiness  giants,  including 
U.S. -based  Cargill  and  Archer-Daniels- 
Midland.  At  home,  their  profits  are  cre- 
ated through  the  increasing  exploitation 
of  the  working  class,  which  is  why  EGT 
was  out  to  bust  the  ILWU  at  its  Longview 
terminal." 

Now,  with  the  union  in  the  midst  of 
negotiations  over  the  master  grain  han- 
dlers agreement  in  the  Pacific  Northwest, 
all  the  grain  export  bosses  will  be  aim- 
ing to  boost  their  profit  margin  by  tak- 
ing it  out  of  the  hide  of  the  ILWU.  The 


most  elementary  precondition  for  mobi- 
lizing the  fighting  strength  of  the  union 
to  take  them  on  is  the  understanding  that 
employers  are  not  the  “partners”  of  long- 
shoremen but  their  class  enemy.  That  in 
turn  means  opposing  the  capitalists’  dep- 
redations against  workers  and  oppressed 
peoples  of  the  world. 

While  the  ILWU  International  lead- 
ers speak  hypocritically  of  international 
working-class  solidarity,  their  defense  of 
“our  grain  industry"  is  a body  blow  against 


the  interests  of  the  workers  and  oppressed 
across  the  globe.  A resolution  passed  at 
the  recent  ILWU  convention  opposes  "free 
trade”  agreements  like  the  KorUS  FTA 
and  the  broader  Trans-Pacific  Partnership 
(TPP)  currently  under  negotiation,  from 
the  American  chauvinist  perspective  that 
they  cost  “millions  of  U.S.  jobs."  What 
this  means  in  practice  is  a “partnership” 
with  U.S.  capitalists  to  boost  their  prof- 
its by  pitting  U.S.  workers  against  their 
working-class  brothers  and  sisters  abroad. 
Far  from  fighting  unemployment,  which  is 
rooted  in  the  capitalist  system,  such  eco- 
nomic protectionism  poisons  the  struggle 
of  U.S.  workers  against  their  exploiters  at 
home. 

Had  EGT  succeeded  in  loading  the  first 
ship  using  scab  labor  under  Coast  Guard 
protection  last  February,  the  ILWU’s  fight 
would  have  depended  crucially  on  the 
refusal  of  dockworkers  in  the  destination 
port  of  Kunsan,  South  Korea,  to  unload 
the  scab  cargo.  The  ILWU's  only  true 
allies  are  the  workers  of  the  world.  Forg- 
ing unity  across  national  lines  requires 
U.S.  workers  to  oppose  their  “own"  rapa- 
cious imperialist  rulers.  The  Spartacist 
League/U.S.  and  the  International  Com- 
munist League’s  sections  in  Asia — the 
Spartacist  Group  of  Japan  and  Spartacist 
League/Australia — oppose  the  KorUS 
FTA  from  this  revolutionary  perspective 
of  proletarian  internationalism.  For  inter- 
national proletarian  solidarity!  Down 
with  the  KorUS  FTA! 

U.S.  Imperialists  and 
South  Korea 

The  so-called  "free  trade"  pacts  nego- 
tiated by  Washington  have  nothing  to  do 
with  equitable  trade  and  distribution  of  the 
world’s  resources.  On  the  contrary,  they 
are  aimed  at  advancing  the  economic  and 
political  dominance  of  America’s  capi- 
talist rulers  against  their  rivals  through 
the  further  subjugation  of  dependent  and 


economically  backward  countries.  Rivalry, 
dominance  and  subjugation  are  in  the  very 
nature  of  relations  between  nations  in  the 
modern  imperialist  epoch. 

Today’s  industrial  economies  are  far 
from  the  domains  of  "free  market  competi- 
tion” conjured  up  by  bourgeois  economists. 
The  very  process  of  capitalist  competition 
has  led  to  the  domination  of  monopolies — 
giant  cartels  and  trusts.  The  huge  amounts 
of  capital  needed  for  profitable  investment 
mean  that  banks  and  other  financial  enter- 


prises are  dominant.  The  need  to  maintain 
high  rates  of  profit,  especially  through 
exploiting  cheap  labor  in  more  backward 
countries,  and  to  obtain  raw  material  and 
sell  manufactured  goods  drove  the  coun- 
tries where  capitalist  production  first 
developed — centrally  the  European  pow- 
ers, the  United  States  and  Japan — to  send 
out  their  armies  in  competition  with  each 
other.  Though  most  of  the  colonies  they 
seized  are  now  nominally  independent, 
the  small  handful  of  imperialist  coun- 
tries still  dominates  the  world  economy. 
They  not  only  engage  in  countless  wars 
against  neocolonial  peoples  but  twice  in 
the  last  century  engulfed  the  world  in 
conflagrations — World  Wars  I and  II — in 
which  they  battled  each  other  to  redivide 
the  world. 

The  1994  North  American  Free  Trade 
Agreement  (NAFTA)  provides  a graphic 


example  of  “free  trade,”  imperialist  style. 
While  the  protectionist  AFL-CIO  mis- 
leaders  opposed  NAFTA  as  detrimental 
to  “American"  industry,  we  accurately 
denounced  it  as  the  "free  trade  rape"  of 
Mexico  by  U.S.  imperialism.  The  eco- 
nomic devastation  NAFTA  wreaked  on 
the  workers  and  peasants  of  Mexico  was 
briefly  encapsulated  by  liberal  journal- 
ist David  Bacon  in  the  Web  publication 
truthout  (11  October  2011): 

“Mexico  lost  a million  jobs  just  in  the 
first  year  the  treaty  took  effect.  Because 
the  treaty  allowed  US  grain  companies  to 
dump  corn  in  Mexico,  1.3  million  farmers 
lost  their  livelihood  as  well.  Pork  dump- 
ing cost  another  120,000  jobs.  Eliminat- 
ing its  domestic  content  laws  cost  the  jobs 
of  thousands  of  auto  parts  workers. 

"Six  million  people  from  Mexico  came  to 
live  and  work  in  the  US  as  a result  of  this 
displacement." 

The  KorUS  FTA  is  the  U.S.'s  second 
most  comprehensive  FTA  after  NAFTA. 
Unlike  Mexico,  South  Korea  has  a mod- 
ern industrial  base  that  competes  with  the 
imperialists  in  some  global  markets  and 
has  its  own  investments  abroad.  But  at 
the  same  time.  South  Korean  capitalism 
remains  dependent  on  both  imperialist 
finance  capital  and  U.S.  military  protec- 
tion. Besides  imposing  trade  conditions 
on  South  Korea  that  favor  the  U.S.,  the 
treaty  also  aims  to  counter  inroads  into 
South  Korea  by  Japan,  its  former  colonial 
master  and  Wall  Street’s  principal  imperi- 
alist competitor  in  Asia.  In  the  first  half  of 
2012,  Japan’s  annual  rate  of  direct  invest- 
ment in  South  Korea  nearly  doubled  over 
the  same  period  in  2011. 

The  South  Korean  government  of  Lee 
Myung-bak’s  New  Frontier  Party  and 
most  of  the  country’s  ruling  class  sup- 
ported the  agreement  on  the  grounds  that 
it  would  lessen  dependence  on  trade  with 
China  and  deepen  South  Korea’s  alliance 
with  the  U.S.  against  North  Korea,  which, 
like  China,  is  a bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  state.  The  treaty’s  bourgeois  op- 
ponents, led  by  the  main  opposition  Dem- 
ocratic United  Party,  argued  that  without 
revisions,  the  pact  could  encroach  upon 
South  Korea’s  economic  sovereignty. 

Under  a 2010  Supplemental  Agreement, 
resolving  an  issue  that  had  previously 
blocked  the  trade  pact’s  ratification  by  the 
U.S.  Congress.  South  Korea  will  cut  its 
tariffs  on  U.S.  auto  imports  in  half  for  the 
next  five  years,  while  the  U.S.  will  main- 
tain its  tariffs  on  imported  South  Korean 
cars.  A South  Korean  delegation  to  Wash- 


June  28:  Thousands  of  construction  workers  stage  rally  in  Seoul  at  launch  of 
national  strike. 
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ington  objected  that  the  supplemental  deal 
was  struck  when  military  tension  on  the 
Korean  Peninsula  was  at  a high  point  fol- 
lowing an  alleged  North  Korean  attack  on 
South  Korea’s  Yeonpyeong  Island  in  late 
November  2010.  The  delegation  protested 
that  “the  vast  majority  of  Korean  people 
believe  that  the  outcome  of  the  supplemen- 
tal deal  is  an  unacceptable  humiliation  and 
an  overly  high  price  to  pay  for  the  Ameri- 
cans’ role  in  providing  national  defense." 

U.S.  Sets  Sights  on  China 

As  the  South  Korean  group  "Occupy 
FTA”  accurately  observed  on  its  Web  site 
(4  November  2011),  "The  Korea-US  FTA 
is  not  just  an  economic  agreement.  It  will 
further  integrate  South  Korea  into  the  US- 
led  world  order  politically  and  militarily." 
Behind  the  trade  pact  lie  greater  stakes 
than  squeezing  more  U.S.  profit  out  of 
South  Korea.  Its  main  aim  is  to  strengthen 
the  U.S.  imperialists’  hold  on  their  South 
Korean  client  state  as  an  anti-Communist 
bulwark  against  North  Korea  and.  more 
critically,  China. 

The  U.S.,  which  has  been  tied  down 
in  brutal  neocolonial  occupations  in  Iraq 
and  Afghanistan,  is  planning  over  the  next 
several  years  to  redeploy  more  than  half 
its  military  forces  to  the  Pacific,  continu- 
ing to  pursue  the  military  encirclement 
of  China  (see  "U.S.  Imperialism  Tightens 
Military  Vise  on  China."  WV  No.  1005, 

6 July).  In  addition,  Washington  is  work- 
ing to  build  up  an  anti-China  economic 
and  political  bloc  in  the  region.  A 2006 
report  of  the  U.S.  Congressional  Research 
Service  titled  "The  Rise  of  China  and  Its 
Effect  on  Taiwan.  Japan,  and  South  Korea: 
U.S.  Policy  Choices”  advised  among  other 
things  that  Washington  "actively  counter- 
balance the  rising  economic  influence  of 
China  and  the  trading  networks  it  is  build- 
ing by  pursuing  free  trade  agreements  and 
closer  investment  relations  with  Japan. 
South  Korea,  and  Taiwan.” 

In  February  2006.  the  month  follow- 
ing the  report’s  final  update,  the  Bush 
administration  initiated  the  KorUS  FTA. 
The  U.S.  has  since  signed  separate  trade 
deals  with  20  countries,  and  current  nego- 
tiations for  the  much  larger  Trans-Pacific 
Partnership  draw  in  countries  around  the 
Pacific  Rim.  Japan  has  expressed  interest 
in  the  TPP  but  has  thus  far  been  denied 
participation  in  the  meetings. 

In  World  War  II,  the  U.S.  and  Japanese 
rulers  fought  to  determine  which  of  these 
two  gangs  of  robbers  would  dominate  Asia 
and  the  Pacific,  with  China  as  the  main 
treasure.  But  this  prize  was  snatched  from 
the  clutches  of  victorious  U.S.  imperialism 
by  the  1949  Revolution,  in  which  a peasant- 
based  uprising  led  by  the  Chinese  Com- 
munist Party  (CCP)  drove  out  the  imperi- 
alist overlords  and  their  local  henchmen 
and  overthrew  capitalist-landlord  rule. 
Despite  its  deformation  from  birth  by  the 
political  rule  of  a parasitic  bureaucratic 
caste  under  Mao’s  Stalinist  regime,  the 
Chinese  Revolution  was  an  important  vic- 
tory for  the  working  people  of  the  world, 
establishing  the  collective  property  forms 
of  working-class  rule  essential  to  build- 
ing an  egalitarian  socialist  society.  Since 
that  time,  the  capitalist  powers  have  been 
intent  on  overturning  the  revolution  by 
one  means  or  another. 

The  key  prerequisite  for  socialism  is  the 
elimination  of  economic  scarcity.  This,  in 
turn,  requires  the  revolutionary  seizure  of 
power  by  the  proletariat  internationally, 
particularly  in  the  advanced  capitalist 
countries,  in  order  to  develop  and  expand 
modern  industrial  production  worldwide. 
This  aim  was  the  fundamental  premise 
of  the  October  Revolution  of  1917,  when 
Russian  workers  under  the  leadership 
of  the  Bolshevik  Party  established  their 
own  class  rule  based  on  workers  councils 
(soviets)  in  a country  still  heavily  mired 
in  economic  backwardness. 

But  in  China  from  the  outset,  the  deeply 
nationalist  Maoist  regime  embraced  the 
utopian-reactionary  dogma  of  building 
"socialism  in  one  country."  which  was 
adopted  by  J.V.  Stalin  in  late  1924  in  the 
course  of  the  degeneration  of  the  Russian 
Revolution.  With  the  Soviet  proletariat 
isolated  by  the  failures  of  revolutions  in 
Germany  and  elsewhere  in  Europe  after 


World  War  I.  encircled  by  hostile  imperial- 
ist powers  and  suffering  widespread  want 
and  exhaustion  following  the  destructive 
Civil  War,  a privileged  bureaucratic  caste 
was  able  to  wrest  political  control  of  the 
workers  state  from  the  workers  them- 
selves. The  resulting  anti-working-class 
bureaucratic  regime — a parasite  on  the 
socialized  property  forms  established  by 
the  revolution — actively  opposed  revolu- 
tions in  other  countries  in  a futile  attempt 
to  conciliate  the  imperialists. 

So.  too,  have  the  Chinese  Stalinists  in 
power,  for  whom  Stalin’s  regime  has  served 
as  a model.  The  CCP  bureaucracy  has  sup- 
pressed the  exercise  of  political  power  by 
the  Chinese  proletariat,  which  is  critical  to 
the  healthy  operation  of  a planned  econ- 
omy as  well  as  to  the  international  exten- 


sion of  the  revolution.  Instead,  in  order 
to  gain  the  wherewithal  for  technological 
and  industrial  development,  the  Beijing 
regime  under  Deng  Xiaoping  and  his  suc- 
cessors has  acted  as  labor  contractors  for 
international  capitalists,  offering  up  Chi- 
nese workers  for  exploitation  in  designated 
sectors  of  the  economy.  This  in  turn  has 
both  fostered  the  growth  of  internal  forces 
of  capitalist  restoration  and  encouraged 
imperialist  economic  penetration. 

Contrary  to  the  claims  of  many  self- 
proclaimed  socialists,  China  today  is  not 
capitalist  but  continues  to  be  a deformed 
workers  state,  with  heavy  industry,  the  land 
and  the  core  financial  system  remaining 
collectivized  state  property.  Because  eco- 
nomic decisions  are  not  driven  centrally 
by  the  rate  of  profit,  the  country  has  been 
sheltered  from  the  full  destructive  anarchy 
and  extreme  ebbs  and  flows  of  the  capital- 
ist world  market.  In  the  face  of  the  global 
recession,  the  Chinese  government  has 
been  able  to  undertake  a level  of  national 
"stimulus"  investment  in  infrastructure 
inconceivable  in  the  capitalist  world,  main- 
taining a healthy  rate  of  economic  growth. 

U.S.  Troops  Out  of  South  Korea! 

Korea  was  a colony  of  imperialist 
Japan  from  1910  until  Japan’s  1945  defeat 
in  WWII.  In  the  aftermath  of  the  Japa- 
nese surrender,  worker/peasant  uprisings 
spread  throughout  the  country,  including 
under  U.S.  occupying  forces  in  the  south. 
In  the  north,  Korean  Communist  parti- 
sans under  Kim  II  Sung  backed  by  the 
Soviet  Red  Army  took  power,  establish- 
ing a deformed  workers  state  similar  in 
kind  to  Stalin's  USSR. 

In  the  Korean  War,  the  U.S.  and  its  pup- 
pet forces  slaughtered  three  and  a half 
million  Koreans  in  order  to  smash  the 
revolution  underway  on  the  peninsula  and 
"roll  back"  the  Chinese  Revolution.  Mas- 
sive intervention  by  Mao’s  People's  Lib- 
eration Army  drove  the  invading  impe- 
rialists back  to  the  38th  parallel,  where 
the  war  ended  in  a truce.  The  capitalist 
ruling  class  of  South  Korea  owes  its  very 
existence  to  the  U.S.  imperialist  mili- 
tary. whose  massive  presence  is  a dagger 
aimed  at  North  Korea  and  China  as  well 
as  the  militant  South  Korean  working 
class. 

For  some  two  decades  after  the  Korean 


War,  South  Korea  remained  a backward, 
peasant-based  society,  while  in  Soviet- 
aided  North  Korea,  which  had  been  liter- 
ally bombed  to  rubble  by  the  U.S..  planned 
development  brought  modern  industry, 
infrastructure  and  relative  prosperity.  The 
counterrevolutionary  destruction  of  the 
Soviet  Union  in  1991-92  cut  North  Korea 
off  from  its  principal  economic  partners 
and  left  it  isolated  under  a decades-long 
imperialist  embargo.  This  precipitated 
an  economic  crisis  greatly  worsened  by 
a series  of  natural  disasters  as  well  as  by 
the  misrule  of  the  Pyongyang  bureaucracy, 
which  has  taken  on  an  extreme  expression 
of  a Stalinist  cult  of  personality  and  the 
nationalist  pipe  dream  of  economic  “self- 
sufficiency."  In  line  with  Washington’s 
policy  of  using  its  control  of  food  stocks 


as  a weapon  of  mass  starvation,  in  mid 
April  Obama’s  White  House  once  again 
canceled  promised  food  aid  to  North 
Korea — which  is  experiencing  another 
drought-provoked  famine,  now  worsened 
by  flooding — in  retaliation  for  its  unsuc- 
cessful launch  of  a long-range  missile. 

The  Spartacist  League  stands  for  the 
unconditional  military  defense  of  the 
deformed  workers  states — China,  North 
Korea,  Vietnam,  Laos  and  Cuba — against 
the  imperialists  and  against  internal 
counterrevolutionary  forces.  Our  defense 
of  North  Korea  includes  supporting  its 
development  of  nuclear  weapons  and 
effective  delivery  systems — the  more  the 
better.  Just  as  workers  in  the  capitalist 
world  must  defend  their  unions  against 
the  employers,  despite  a union  leader- 
ship whose  support  to  the  capitalist  order 
cripples  labor  struggle,  so  too  must  they 
defend  the  gains  of  the  social  revolutions 
in  the  workers  states  against  the  imperial- 
ists. who  strive  to  recover  them  as  fields 
for  brutal  exploitation.  We  demand  the 
removal  of  all  U.S.  bases  and  troops  from 
South  Korea  and  the  rest  of  Asia  as  part  of 


the  struggle  to  mobilize  the  U.S.  working 
class  against  its  rulers  and  their  predatory 
military  adventures. 

In  the  U.S.  and  other  capitalist  coun- 
tries, defense  of  the  workers  requires  a 
political  struggle  to  replace  the  “labor 
lieutenants  of  capital”  with  a new  leader- 
ship based  on  a program  of  class  strug- 
gle. In  the  deformed  workers  states,  the 
defense  and  extension  of  the  revolution- 
ary gains  requires  workers  political  revo- 
lutions to  oust  the  bureaucratic  misrulers 
and  establish  the  rule  of  workers  councils 
based  on  defense  of  the  existing  social- 
ized property  forms  and  working-class 
internationalism. 

Class  Struggle  in  South  Korea 

The  growth  of  massive,  modem  industry 
in  South  Korea  created  a powerful  prole- 
tariat, which  waged  explosive  class  battles 
in  the  1980s  in  the  face  of  a brutal  military 
police  state,  forging  trade  unions  in  key 
sectors  of  the  economy.  The  gains  of  those 
struggles  have  been  under  assault  particu- 
larly since  the  1997-1998  Asian  financial 
crisis,  when  the  country  underwent  aus- 
terity and  economic  restructuring  under 
the  dictates  of  the  International  Monetary 
Fund,  greatly  increasing  its  dependence 
on  foreign  investment  and  exports.  From 
a high  of  almost  20  percent  in  1989,  union 
affiliation  has  dropped  by  half.  Temporary 
or  contract  workers  represent  up  to  70  per- 
cent of  all  workers  according  to  a South 
Korean  union  official. 

South  Korean  workers,  who  have  car- 
ried out  the  kind  of  mass  strike  action  and 
plant  occupations  that  have  long  since  been 
buried  by  the  American  union  misleaders, 
could  teach  workers  in  the  U.S.  a thing  or 
two  about  class  struggle.  But  militancy  is 
not  enough.  Workers  in  South  Korea  are 
also  hamstrung  by  misleaders,  whose  class 
collaboration  takes  the  form  of  national- 
ism, drawing  on  the  country’s  history  of 
domination  by  foreign  powers.  Both  of  the 
principal  union  federations — the  Korean 
Confederation  of  Trade  Unions  (KCTU) 
forged  by  the  proletarian  battles  of  the 
1980s  and  the  older  and  more  conservative 
Federation  of  Korean  Trade  Unions — push 
support  for  the  political  representatives  of 
the  capitalists. 

In  a political  bloc  with  liberal  bourgeois 
forces,  the  KCTU  opposes  the  KorUS 
FTA  on  the  basis  of  South  Korea-first 
bourgeois  nationalism,  championing  the 
"ability  of  governments  from  relatively 
less  developed  countries  to  pursue  inde- 
pendent policies  to  meet  economic  and 
social  needs  and  sustainable  social  and 
economic  development”  (kctu.org/9928). 
To  think  that  a capitalist  South  Korea  will 
ever  either  be  “independent"  or  “meet 
economic  and  social  needs”  of  the  masses 
is  a pipe  dream.  The  South  Korean  capi- 
talist class  will  always  ally  with  the  impe- 
rialists in  its  attempt  to  crush  Korean 
workers  North  and  South,  however  much 
it  may  resent  mistreatment  by  its  foreign 
masters.  Nationalism  is  an  obstacle  to 
continued  on  page  11 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

no  mistake:  the  blood  of  these  massacred 
workers  is  on  the  hands  of  the  leaders 
of  the  ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tripartite 
Alliance  and  their  government,  who  have 
demonstrated  yet  again  their  reliability  to 
the  Randlord  rulers  and  their  imperialist 
senior  partners."  As  under  apartheid  rule, 
the  role  of  the  capitalist  state  in  "demo- 
cratic” South  Africa  is  to  defend  the  rule 
and  profits  of  the  South  African  bour- 
geoisie— and  its  senior  partners  on  Wall 
Street  and  in  the  City  of  London — against 
the  oppressed  black,  coloured  (partly 
Malay-derived,  mixed-race  population) 
and  Indian  toilers. 

The  fundamental  racial  divide  between 
the  white  minority  that  lives  in  First 
World  conditions  and  the  mass  of  the 
populace  living  in  Third  World  poverty 
continues  to  exist — and,  in  fact,  has  deep- 
ened under  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  The 
“new"  South  Africa  has  now  surpassed 
Brazil  as  the  country  in  which  the  chasm 
between  the  wealthy  at  the  top  and  the 
masses  at  the  bottom  is  the  largest  in 
the  world.  Here  is  the  bitter  fruit  of  the 
SACP’s  80-plus  years  of  subordination 
to  the  bourgeois-nationalist  ANC  in  the 
name  of  the  “national  democratic  revolu- 
tion.” The  workers  killed  in  Marikana, 
like  the  many  who  were  assassinated  in 
the  heroic  struggles  against  apartheid, 
will  be  avenged  when  the  working  class, 
leading  all  the  oppressed,  sweeps  away 
neo-apartheid  capitalism  and  establishes 
a black-centered  workers  government. 

Cops’  Killing  Spree  Exposed 

Shortly  after  the  Marikana  massacre, 
South  African  president  Jacob  Zuma 
declared  that  he  had  instructed  the  police 
"to  do  everything  possible  to  bring  the  sit- 
uation under  control  and  to  bring  the  per- 
petrators of  violence  to  book"  (New  York 
Times , 16  August).  The  cops  had  no  dif- 
ficulty divining  the  “perpetrators”  Zuma 
had  in  his  crosshairs.  ANC  mining  min- 
ister Susan  Shabangu  assured  a meeting 
of  mining  executives  that  the  government 
was  "determined  to  isolate  bad  elements” 
such  as  the  Lonmin  strikers. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  massacre,  con- 
siderable evidence  has  surfaced  proving 
that  trigger-happy  cops  hunted  down  and 
killed  strikers  in  cold  blood.  Academic 
researcher  Peter  Alexandra,  survivors  of 
the  shooting  and  other  sources  report  that 
police  erected  a barrier  of  razor  wire  and 
barbed  wire  around  the  workers’  meeting 
place,  leaving  only  one  exit,  where  armored 


cars  were  parked.  When  cops  began  to 
shoot  at  the  trapped  workers,  some  ran 
toward  the  exit  and  were  mowed  down, 
in  scenes  filmed  by  television  cameras. 

An  investigation  by  Pulitzer  Prize- 
winning photographer  Greg  Marinovich 
indicates  that  only  a minority  of  those 
killed  died  in  the  events  that  were  filmed. 
Other  workers  ran  from  the  exit  and  hid 
in  an  outcropping  of  rocks.  Cops  used 
tear  gas  to  flush  them  from  their  hiding 
places  and,  as  the  workers  appeared,  shot 
them  like  wild  beasts.  One  of  the  strik- 
ers told  the  Johannesburg  Star  (5  Sep- 
tember): "People  were  shot  for  fun  while 
down  on  their  knees  with  their  hands  up 
in  the  air  and  begging  for  their  lives."  The 
gut-wrenching  footage  of  South  African 
cops  using  high-calibre  assault  rifles  to 
gun  down  striking  miners  armed  with  lit- 


tle more  than  homemade  wooden  spears 
evoked  the  1879  slaughter  at  Ulundi  car- 
ried out  by  British  colonial  forces,  who 
mowed  down  similarly  armed  Zulu  war- 
riors by  the  hundreds  using  Gatling  guns, 
an  early  type  of  machine  gun. 

There  are  also  widespread  reports  of 
beatings  and  torture  of  miners  arrested 
following  the  cop  massacre.  One  of  them 
recalled  that  at  the  police  station  he  was 
made  to  stand  against  the  wall  with  his 
hands  above  his  head  while  police  beat 
him  in  the  ribs  with  a club.  He  witnessed 
others  having  their  fingers  stomped 
on  with  boots.  One  strike  leader,  Noki 
Mgcineni,  was  shot  in  the  foot  and  was 


taken  to  Andrew  Saffy  Hospital,  which 
is  owned  by  Lonmin.  A striker  recounted 
(Associated  Press,  5 September):  “Police 
then  went  to  the  hospital  and  dragged  him 
away.  They  beat  him  up  and  they  killed 
him.  We  found  him  in  the  mortuary.” 

The  Marikana  massacre  is  a bitter 
illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  police — 
black  and  white — are  paid  enforcers  of 
racist  capitalist  rule.  In  South  Africa  and 
elsewhere,  the  International  Commu- 
nist League  demands:  Cops  and  security 
guards  out  of  the  labor  movement! 

Neo-Apartheid  Capitalism: 
Bosses  Profit,  Workers  Starve 

Mining  has  powered  the  South  Afri- 
can economy  from  the  late  19th  century 
under  British  colonial  empire-builder 
Cecil  Rhodes  up  through  the  apartheid 


Afrikaner  regime  installed  in  the  1940s 
to  today,  under  neo-apartheid  capitalist 
rule.  While  the  economy  has  somewhat 
diversified  in  the  last  half  century,  min- 
ing still  accounts  directly  or  indirectly  for 
well  over  a quarter  of  the  country’s  eco- 
nomic activity  and  employs  half  a million 
workers. 

South  Africa  produces  the  vast  majority 
of  the  world's  platinum,  the  key  ingredient 
for  emissions-capping  catalytic  converters 
in  automobiles.  However,  with  the  global 
auto  industry  caught  in  the  doldrums  of 
the  world  capitalist  recession,  the  previ- 
ously high  prices  for  the  metal,  which 
led  to  a profit  boom  in  recent  years,  have 
plummeted  more  than  25  percent  in  the 
past  year.  This  is  a major  factor  behind 
the  bosses’  campaign  to  drive  down  their 
main  cost,  labor.  The  class  battles  at  Lon- 
min's Marikana  complex,  where  work- 
ers are  fighting  for  a steep  hike  in  their 
miserably  low  wages,  follow  months  of 
attempts  by  platinum  mining  companies 
in  South  Africa  to  close  mines  or  other- 
wise cut  back  operations. 

Platinum  mining  is  particularly  labor- 
intensive  and  dangerous.  Rock  drillers  toil 
in  some  of  the  deepest  mines  in  the  world 
at  temperatures  approaching  115  degrees 
in  cramped,  damp,  poorly  ventilated  areas 
where  rocks  can  fall  at  any  time.  Drill 
operators,  who  perform  the  most  grueling 
and  dangerous  work,  are  mostly  migrants, 
mainly  from  the  Eastern  Cape  but  also 
from  other  South  African  provinces 
and  neighboring  countries  like  Lesotho, 
Mozambique  and  Zimbabwe.  In  the  shan- 
tytowns. where  they  live  in  makeshift  tin 
shacks,  outside  toilets  are  shared  among 
up  to  50  people.  There  are  few  water  taps, 
raw  sewage  leaks  from  burst  pipes,  and 
children  scavenge  in  rubbish  dumps. 

Government  statistics  tracking  mine 
fatalities — on  average  one  miner  in  South 
Africa  dies  every  three  days  in  underground 
accidents — deliberately  understate  the  dan- 
gers by  not  including  those  miners  who 
contract  tuberculosis,  silicosis  and  other 
work-related  diseases.  These  victims  of 
brutal  exploitation  are  simply  sent  back 
to  their  homes  in  rural  areas  or  in  neigh- 
boring countries  to  die. 

A third  of  the  underground  workers  at 


Marikana  are  employed  by  labor  brokers 
at  lower  wages  than  their  co-workers  and 
with  no  medical,  pension  or  other  benefits. 
In  Spartacist  South  Africa  No.  7 (Winter 
2011),  our  comrades  called  for  “smash- 
ing the  parasitic  labour-broker  middle- 
men through  class-struggle  means  " Their 
article  stressed:  “The  fight  to  defend  bro- 
kered workers  should  be  tied  to  a struggle 
to  organise  the  unorganised  and  to  defend 
immigrant  workers  and  others  of  the  most 
oppressed  layers  in  the  working  class" 
(see  "For  a Class-Struggle  Fight  Against 
Labor  Broker  Parasites!”  WV  No.  985. 
2 September  2011). 

Originating  as  a split  from  the  NUM  in 
1998,  the  AMCU  has  been  growing  espe- 
cially among  the  lowest-paid  sections  of  the 
mining  workforce.  In  “The  Rise  and  Rise 
of  AMCU"  (miningmx.com,  2 August),  a 


mining  trade  journal  noted  that  the  NUM 
was  originally  born  out  of  the  lowest  job 
categories  of  miners,  mainly  from  gold 
mines,  with  60  percent  of  its  members 
coming  from  outside  South  Africa.  These 
were  mostly  illiterate  migrant  laborers. 
But  now  that  number  has  dropped  to 
below  40  percent,  with  an  increasing  por- 
tion of  the  NUM  membership  consisting 
of  white-collar  mining  staff. 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  Lonmin  massa- 
cre, NUM  bureaucrats,  SACP  spokesmen 
and  other  Alliance  leaders  were  calling 
for  state  repression  against  the  AMCU. 
In  a 24  August  statement,  the  COSATU 
leadership  claimed  to  see  a "co-ordinated 
political  strategy  to  use  intimidation  and 
violence,  manipulated  by  disgruntled  for- 
mer union  leaders,  who  have  been  discred- 
ited, expelled  for  ill-discipline,  in  a drive 
to  create  breakaway  ‘unions’  and  divide 
and  weaken  the  trade  union  movement.” 

This  treacherous  violence-baiting  has 
been  echoed  around  the  world  by  reformist 
"socialists”  that  have  long  been  in  the  camp 
of  the  bourgeois  ANC.  In  the  U.S.,  the 
Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation  (PSL) 
snidely  posed  whether  "the  AMCU  or  any 
other  force  deliberately  led  workers  into 
a situation  hoping  for  a massacre"  ( Lib- 
eration, 4 September).  The  PSL’s  politi- 
cal cousins  in  the  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP)  posted  a statement,  “Police  Mas- 
sacre Striking  Miners"  (workers.org.  20 
August),  that  hails  the  SACP.  NUM  and 
ANC  for  their  reaction  to  the  police  mas- 
sacre, favorably  quoting  a statement  by 
the  SACP  Central  Committee  bemoaning 
"the  tragedy"  at  Marikana.  But  that  SACP 
statement  does  not  denounce  the  police 
for  gunning  down  the  strikers!  Instead,  it 
directs  its  fire  at  the  “violence  associated 
with  AMCU."  The  WWP  favorably  cites 
an  August  20  NUM  statement  (“Behind 
the  Lonmin  Violence")  while  editing  out 
a portion  that  "appeals  to  all  workers  to 
go  back  to  work  and  for  the  law  enforce- 
ment agencies  to  crack  down  [on]  the  cul- 
prits of  the  violence  and  murders"! 

Denouncing  the  backstabbing  by  the 
NUM/COSATU  tops,  the  Spartacist  South 
Africa  leaflet  stated:  “We  defend  AMCU 
against  state  repression,  and  we  defend 
the  right  of  the  mineworkers  to  be  rep- 


Spartacist  League/SYC  Forums 


Who  Owns  America? 

A History  of  the  U.S.  Ruling  Class 

Break  with  the  Democrats! 

For  a Workers  Party  That  Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 


BAY  AREA 


Berkeley  Korean  United  Methodist  Church 

« . 303  Hudson  Street,  Lower  Level,  Oakland 

Saturday  (5  blocks  south  of  Rockndge  BART 

September  15,  2 p.m.  at  College  and  Manila  Avenues) 

For  info:  (510)  839-0851  • slbayarea@sbcglobal.net 


CHICAGO 


Saturday 

September  22,  4 p.m. 

For  info:  (312)  563-0441 


University  of  Illinois  - Chicago 
Student  Center  East,  Room  713 
750  S.  Halsted  St. 

(Take  Blue  Line  to  UlC-Halsted  Stop) 
chicagospartacist@sbcglobal.net 


Elections  2012: 

Wall  Street  Democrats  vs. 
Wall  Street  Republicans 

We  Need  an  All  New  Ruling  Class — the  Workers! 


NEW  YORK 


322  W.  48th  St.,  1st  FI , Manhattan 
(Between  8th  and  9th  Avenues, 
take  A.  C or  E train  to  42nd  St.) 


Saturday 

September  29,  4 p.m. 

For  info:  (212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 


Apartheid  1968:  Gold  miners’  barracks  in  Johannesburg  (left).  Neo-apartheid  2012:  Miners’  shantytown  near  Rusten- 
burg  mine  (right). 
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New  York  City:  August  30  PDC-initiated  protest  outside  South  African  consulate. 


On  August  30,  some  100  protesters 
marched  outside  the  South  African  Con- 
sulate in  New  York  City  to  denounce  the 
August  16  police  massacre  of  34  striking 
mineworkers  and  the  arrest  of  some  270 
workers  at  Lonmin  Platinum’s  Marikana 
mine  in  South  Africa.  This  united-front 
protest,  initiated  by  the  Partisan  Defense 
Committee,  demanded:  “Free  Jailed  Min- 
ers— Drop  All  Charges!  Victory  to  the 
Striking  Miners!"  In  an  effort  to  gener- 
ate support  for  the  embattled  miners,  the 
PDC — a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal 
and  social  defense  organization  associated 
with  the  Spartacist  League — appealed  to 
trade  unions  and  leftists  as  well  as  black 
and  immigrant  organizations  with  diverse 
political  viewpoints  for  unity  in  action. 

Some  of  those  who  endorsed  the  dem- 
onstration represent  unions  that  have 
been  under  attack  in  the  U.S.,  like  Dan 
Coffman,  president  of  International  Long- 
shore and  Warehouse  Union  Local  21  in 
Longview,  Washington,  which  fought 
against  the  multinational  EGT’s  union- 
busting  drive,  and  Kevin  Gundlach, 
president  of  the  South  Central  Federation 
of  Labor  in  Wisconsin,  which  has  been 
under  state  government  attacks. 

Other  endorsers  included  Steve  Hed- 
ley  of  the  Rail,  Maritime  and  Transport 
Workers  Union  in  Britain;  Kenneth  Riley, 
president  of  International  Longshoremen's 
Association  Local  1422  in  Charleston;  the 
New  York  City  chapter  of  the  Coalition  of 
Black  Trade  Unionists;  Kareem  Lover  of 
Harlem’s  Circle  of  Brothers;  the  Interna- 
tional Haiti  Support  Network;  the  Occupy 
Wall  Street  Labor  Outreach  Committee; 
and  black  academic  Cornel  West.  Among 
those  attending  the  protest  were  the 
Internationalist  Group,  which  endorsed 
and  spoke,  and  the  League  for  the  Revo- 
lutionary Party.  One  of  the  speakers  was 
Matthew  Swaye,  a young  activist  of  Stop 


Stop  and  Frisk  who  has  been  targeted  by 
the  NYPD  for  filming  cops  going  after 
black  and  Latino  youth. 

Kevin  Harrington,  vice-president  of 
Transport  Workers  Union  Local  100  in 
New  York,  brought  solidarity  greetings, 
and  a number  of  transit  workers  were 
present.  He  remarked  that  the  attack  on 
South  African  mineworkers  is  against 
"the  right  of  workers  to  organize  and  is  an 
attempt  to  smash  trade-unionism,"  adding 
that  such  attempts  are  also  "alive  and  well 
in  the  U.S." 

An  SL  spokesman  noted:  "This  mas- 
sacre exposes  the  truth  that  the  blood  of 
black  workers  is  just  as  cheap  today  under 
the  neo-apartheid  capitalism  of  the  “new 
South  Africa’  as  it  was  under  apartheid." 
He  commented  that  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
government  “only  offers  a continuation 
of  capitalist  exploitation  and  oppression. 
Similarly,  in  the  U.S.  the  bourgeois  par- 
ties— Democrats,  Republicans  and  Greens 
— represent  the  interests  of  the  capitalist 
exploiters.  We  say:  Break  with  the  parties 
of  capital!  What’s  necessary  is  an  interna- 
tionalist multiracial  workers  party!" 

A PDC  speaker  remarked:  “August  16. 
2012,  will  go  down  in  history  for  one  of  the 
bloodiest  crimes  ever  committed  against 
the  workers  movement  in  South  Africa.... 
The  pain  and  suffering  of  this  gruesome 
mass  murder  must  be  burnt  into  the 
memory  of  the  working  class — here  and 
internationally — and  all  other  opponents 
of  capitalist  oppression,  as  a reminder  of 
the  lengths  to  which  the  bourgeoisie  and 
its  repressive  state  machine  will  go  to  pro- 
tect their  class  rule  and  profits.” 

The  Marikana  slaughter  recalls  the 
most  infamous  apartheid-era  slaughters — 
Sharpeville  1960  and  Soweto  1976 — which 
caused  massive  international  outrage.  How- 
ever. in  response  to  this  latest  massacre  the 
AFL-CIO  tops  and  much  of  the  left  have 


alibied  the  perpetrator — the  Tripartite  Alli- 
ance government  of  the  African  National 
Congress  (ANC).  South  African  Commu- 
nist Party  and  the  COSATU  union  federa- 
tion— which  sent  its  police  to  protect  the 
mine  owners’  profits.  A statement  by  the 
AFL-CIO  called  "for  calm  to  return  to  the 
platinum  mine. ..so  that  miners  can  return 
to  work."  We  say:  Victory  to  the  miners’ 
strike,  which  has  continued  and  grown  after 
the  vicious  attacks  by  the  police! 

Other  demonstrations  and  acts  of  pro- 
test took  place  internationally.  The  Cana- 
dian Union  of  Postal  Workers  sent  a letter 
to  South  African  president  Jacob  Zuma 
recalling  its  support  to  the  anti-apartheid 
struggle  and  commenting:  "We  did  not 
organize  against  such  tyranny  only  to  see 
such  blatant  attacks  on  workers  unfold 
under  the  government  of  the  ANC.”  Dur- 
ing a protest  organized  by  labor  and  com- 
munity activists  on  August  25  at  the  South 


African  Consulate  in  Toronto,  a comrade 
of  the  Trotskyist  League  of  Canada  called 
for  cops  out  of  the  unions  and  for  a 
black-centered  workers  government  in 
South  Africa.  In  London  on  August  31, 
the  Spartacist  League/Britain  protested 
outside  the  England-South  Africa  cricket 
match  along  with  representatives  of  the 
Foil  Vedanta  Campaign,  an  organization 
fighting  against  destruction  brought  about 
by  the  British-Indian  mining  giant  Ve- 
danta. In  highlighting  the  criminal  his- 
tory in  Africa  of  the  London-based  Lon- 
min company,  an  SL/B  speaker  stressed 
the  significance  of  “solidarity  from  work- 
ers in  Britain,  not  least  the  black  and 
Asian  population  from  former  British 
colonies." 

In  leaflets  and  chants,  our  comrades 
have  raised  the  call:  An  injury  to  one  is 
an  injury  to  all!  For  international  labor 
solidarity  with  the  striking  miners!  ■ 


resented  by  AMCU  if  that’s  what  they 
desire.”  In  general,  revolutionaries  favor 
organizing  workers  in  one  union  in  a 
given  industry  as  a means  of  maximizing 
the  strength  of  the  working  class  against 
the  capitalist  oppressor.  However,  we  do 
not  condemn  all  splits  within  the  trade- 
union  movement  out  of  hand;  these  need 
to  be  judged  on  a case-by-case  basis.  For 
example,  the  breakaway  of  the  CIO  from 
the  craft-union-based  AFL  in  the  1930s  in 
the  U.S.  laid  the  basis  for  the  organization 
of  the  mass  production  workers. 

In  South  Africa  today,  the  NUM’s  class 
treachery  is  fundamentally  responsible  for 
undermining  workers’  unity  in  the  mining 
industry.  Many  of  the  lowest-paid  work- 
ers have  sought  redress  by  joining  the 
AMCU.  To  be  sure,  new  unions  are  not  in 
and  of  themselves  an  answer  to  the  attacks 
mounted  by  the  bosses.  What  is  necessary 
is  the  forging  of  a class-struggle  leader- 
ship in  the  unions,  based  on  unswerving 
independence  from  the  bourgeoisie  and 
its  state.  This  is  bound  up  with  the  fight 
to  forge  a revolutionary  vanguard  party. 

ANC  Squabble: 

Fat  Cats  vs.  Wannabes 

Many  in  the  top  echelons  of  the 
COSATU  bureaucracy  have  become  inte- 
grated into  the  post-apartheid  black  elite, 
a thin  layer  that  has  been  showered  with 
privileges  by  the  (still  mainly  white) 
capitalist  rulers  in  return  for  upholding 
their  class  rule  against  the  (mainly  black) 
working  class.  The  black  “gravy  trainers" 
are  exemplified  by  Cyril  Ramaphosa.  an 
ANC  leader  and  former  NUM  general 
secretary.  Ramaphosa  was  a leading 
negotiator  for  the  “power  sharing"  deal 
that,  after  years  of  massive  struggles  by 
the  working  class  and  the  township  poor, 
replaced  apartheid  rule  in  1994  with  the 
ANC-led  government.  Today  Ramaphosa 


is  one  of  South  Africa’s  richest  men, 
with  an  industrial  empire  worth  some 
$250  million — including  a partial  owner- 
ship stake  in  Lonmin.  When  Ramaphosa 
offered  a few  slivers  of  that  wealth  to  pay 
the  funeral  costs  of  the  slain  Lonmin  min- 
ers, one  striker  said,  “They  should  have 
used  it  to  increase  our  wages." 

The  capitalist  ANC  has  enjoyed  the 
overwhelming  political  loyalty  of  the  black 
majority  because  it  is  seen  as  the  party 
that  brought  liberation  from  white  minor- 
ity rule.  A Mail  & Guardian  (31  August) 
article  noted  that  former  president  Thabo 
Mbeki  urged  the  capitalists  to  support  the 
ANC  because  “people  trust  us,  we  fought 
for  them....  They  will  be  patient.”  After  18 
years  of  neo-apartheid  administered  by  the 
Tripartite  Alliance,  the  patience  of  much 
of  the  country’s  dispossessed  masses  has 
run  out.  The  current  wave  of  strikes  is  but 
the  latest  outpouring  of  union  struggle  and 
comes  on  top  of  steadily  growing  town- 
ship protests,  in  which  blacks  demanding 
decent  houses,  electricity,  running  water 
and  toilets  are  regularly  met  by  police  fir- 
ing rubber  bullets. 

The  massive  anger  at  the  base  of  soci- 
ety is  reflected  in  a distorted  way  in  bit- 
ter divisions  at  the  top  of  the  ANC  and 
the  Alliance.  With  populist  appeals  to 
disillusioned  workers  and  youth,  former 
ANC  Youth  League  (ANCYL)  president 
Julius  Malema  has  emerged  as  the  most 
outspoken  representative  of  anti-Zuma 
forces  in  the  ANC.  Four  years  ago.  he  was 
among  the  foremost  promoters  of  Zuma's 
ascendancy  in  the  ANC.  Now.  having 
been  expelled  from  the  party  earlier  this 
year,  he  goes  around  denouncing  ANC 
and  NUM  leaders  as  “bloodsuckers." 
As  always,  he  spews  racialist  demagogy 
in  order  to  divert  workers  from  a class 
understanding  of  the  neo-apartheid  order. 
Marxists  give  no  political  support  to  any 


of  the  politicians  of  the  capitalist  ANC, 
regardless  of  their  particular  policies. 

Malema.  who  heads  four  companies, 
sports  Gucci  suits  and  has  a penchant  for 
luxury  cars,  has  nevertheless  gained  a lot 
of  popularity  by  calling  for  nationaliza- 
tion of  the  mines.  As  the  SSA  has  written; 
“The  Malema/ANCYL  nationalisation 
policies  are  bourgeois  reform  schemes 
which  would  not  end  the  superexploita- 
tion of  the  mineworkers.  Their  policy 
document  proposes  joint  share  holdings 
between  the  current  mine  owners  and 
the  government  (with  a majority  share 
for  the  latter),  meaning  that  the  bour- 
geois state  becomes  a partner  in  directly 
exploiting  the  workers." 

— see  "Populist  Demagogue 
Malema  and  the  ANC," 

WV  No.  1006.  3 August 

Counterposed  to  bourgeois  "nationaliza- 
tion” schemes,  the  SSA  fights  for  a black- 
centered  workers  government  that  will 
expropriate  the  mines,  banks  and  indus- 
try without  compensation,  linking  that 
struggle  to  the  fight  for  workers  power 
in  the  imperialist  countries.  Seizing  the 
mine  shafts,  machinery  and  mountains  of 
finance  capital — now  mainly  in  London, 
New  York  and  other  banking  centers — 
that  the  mining  bosses  have  heaped  up 
through  more  than  a century  of  superex- 
ploitation of  mainly  black  labor  will  be  a 
necessary  step  in  liberation  from  capital- 
ist oppression. 

However,  the  proletariat  cannot  real- 
ize this  potential  when  it  is  chained  to  its 
exploiters  through  the  Tripartite  Alliance, 
a nationalist  popular  front — the  South 
African  variant  of  a governmental  coali- 
tion binding  reformist  workers  organiza- 
tions to  the  bourgeoisie.  Through  such 
class-collaborationist  coalitions.  Stalinist 
Communist  parties  have  derailed  working- 
class  revolutions  from  China  in  1927  to 
France  and  Spain  in  the  1930s  and  Italy 
and  Greece  following  World  War  II. 


The  Tripartite  Alliance  was  the  key 
agency  by  which  South  Africa’s  capitalist 
rulers  diverted  the  huge  confrontations  in 
the  1980s  between  the  apartheid  regime 
and  the  oppressed  masses.  The  SACP, 
the  leading  political  force  in  COSATU, 
bears  central  responsibility  for  sacrificing 
a rising  wave  of  black  labor  militancy  on 
the  altar  of  nationalist  class  collaboration. 
Writing  after  the  1994  elections,  when 
Nelson  Mandela  became  South  Africa’s 
first  black  president,  we  warned:  “The 
ANC-led  nationalist  movement  cannot 
achieve  any  semblance  of  “liberation’  for 
the  nonwhite  masses  since  it  is  committed 
to  maintaining  South  African  capitalism, 
which  has  always  been  based  on  the  brutal 
exploitation  of  the  black  toilers”  ("South 
Africa  Powder  Keg,"  Black  History  and 
the  Class  Struggle  No.  12,  February  1995). 
This  truth  is  hammered  home  every  day 
in  the  mines,  factories  and  townships. 

The  liberation  of  the  black  and  other 
non-white  masses  can  never  be  achieved 
short  of  the  overthrow  of  South  African 
capitalism.  South  African  workers,  who 
are  exploited  by  a capitalist  class  whose 
holdings  extend  throughout  southern 
Africa,  have  the  social  power  to  liberate 
not  only  the  downtrodden  masses  in  their 
own  country  but  those  of  the  entire  region 
groaning  under  neocolonial  misery.  As 
part  of  a socialist  federation  of  southern 
Africa,  a black-centered  workers  govern- 
ment would  expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  as 
a class,  thus  laying  the  material  founda- 
tions for  social  equality.  But  this  perspec- 
tive can  be  fully  realized  only  through 
the  extension  of  socialist  revolution  to  the 
most  advanced  capitalist  countries  and  the 
establishment  of  a collectivized,  planned 
world  economy.  What  is  necessary  is  to 
break  workers  from  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
and  to  forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  party  to 
lead  the  fight  for  proletarian  rule.  ■ 
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New  Jim  Crow... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

which  resulted  in  the  end  of  the  Jim  Crow 
system  of  legal  segregation  in  the  South. 
Taking  the  place  of  naked  white  suprem- 
acy were  racist  government  policies,  such 
as  the  1970s  "war  on  crime"  and  the  sub- 
sequent "war  on  drugs,"  which  were  sold 
to  the  population  in  coded  language.  She 
also  makes  a connection  between  black 
people  being  “trapped  in  jobless  ghettos" 
and  being  "hauled  off  to  prison  in  droves.” 
But  while  Alexander  provides  effective 
and  compelling  anecdotes  and  statistics 
detailing  the  second-class  status  of  the 
millions  ensnared  in  the  prison  system — 
what  she  calls  the  "New  Jim  Crow” — her 
wet  noodle  of  a prescription  is  "movement 
building"  to  pressure  the  government  for 
reform. 

This  liberal  strategy  has  time  and  again 
misled  those  who  seek  to  fight  the  evils  of 
the  racist  capitalist  system  into  reliance  on 
the  very  government  and  political  parties 
that  oversee  that  system.  Not  surprisingly, 
Alexander’s  approach  is  echoed  by  the 
reformist  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (ISO)  and  other  left  groups  that 
have  embraced  her  as  their  latest  muse. 
In  Socialist  Worker  (19  October  201 1),  the 
ISO  crows  that  its  Campaign  to  End  the 
New  Jim  Crow  coalition  will  push  for  “a 
fundamental  shift  from  a punitive  model 
to  a healing  and  transformative  model  of 
justice.” 

We  await  the  ISO’s  prediction  of  when 
pigs  will  fly.  Organized  violence  in  fur- 
therance of  the  rule  and  profits  of  the 
bourgeoisie  is  the  very  purpose  of  the 
state  machinery — the  cops,  courts,  pris- 
ons and  military.  The  ISO’s  shameless 
sowing  of  illusions  to  the  contrary  is  a 
measure  of  the  fidelity  of  these  “social- 
ists” to  the  capitalist  order.  For  her  part, 
Alexander  asserts  that  over  the  last  three 
decades  “the  nature  of  the  criminal  jus- 
tice system  has  changed."  Not  at  all. 

The  simple  truth  is  that  the  mills  of  cap- 
italist “justice"  will  continue,  as  always, 
to  grind  out  victims  for  the  penitentiary 
from  among  the  castoffs  of  a system 
rooted  in  exploitation  and  racial  oppres- 
sion, and  that  the  state  will  use  its  repres- 
sive force — including  deadly  force — 
against  those  victims.  As  Marxists,  we 
support  struggles  for  whatever  reforms 
can  be  wrested  from  the  capitalist  rulers, 
including  not  least  the  fight  to  abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty.  But  justice  will  be 
done  only  when  the  capitalist  order — with 
its  barbaric  state  institutions — is  shattered 
by  a proletarian  socialist  revolution  that 
establishes  a planned  economy  with  jobs 
and  quality,  integrated  housing  and  edu- 
cation for  all,  thus  smashing  the  basis  for 
black  oppression. 

The  Perpetuation  of 
Caste  Oppression 

The  ISO  brags  that  its  Campaign  to 
End  the  New  Jim  Crow  will  jump-start  a 
“movement  that  challenges  the  racist  ide- 
ologies which  have  helped  produced  [sic] 
these  conditions."  But  black  oppression  is 
not  the  product  of  bad  ideas.  It  is  mate- 
rially rooted  in  and  central  to  American 
capitalism,  which  was  built  off  the  blood 
and  sweat  of  black  labor,  from  chattel 
slavery  to  the  assembly  line. 

The  enduring  color  bar  has  proved  in- 
valuable to  the  capitalist  masters  in  divid- 
ing workers  and  weakening  their  strug- 
gles against  the  bosses.  It  has  also  served 


to  retard  the  political  consciousness  of 
the  American  proletariat  by  obscuring 
the  irreconcilable  class  divide  between 
labor — white,  black  and  immigrant — and 
its  exploiters. 

Originally,  the  myth  of  an  inferior  race 
was  created  to  ensure  a stable,  self- 
reproducing  supply  of  labor  on  the  South- 
ern plantations,  where  slavery  was  the 
central  productive  relationship.  The  “mark- 
ers" of  African  descent  were  used  to 
transform  blacks  into  a permanent  and 
perpetually  vulnerable  group  relegated  to 
subordinate  status  based  on  their  skin 
color. 

The  Civil  War  smashed  the  slavocracy. 
But  the  promise  of  black  equality  was 
soon  betrayed  as  the  Northern  bourgeoi- 
sie. driven  by  its  profit  motive,  reconciled 
with  the  former  slaveowners.  The  Com- 
promise of  1877,  under  which  the  last 
Union  troops  were  withdrawn  from  the 
South,  brought  a close  to  Radical  Recon- 
struction, the  most  democratic  period 
ever  for  black  people  in  the  U.S.  There 


regaled  at  the  bottom.  The  Spartacist 
League  advances  the  program  of  revolu- 
tionary integrationism:  Fighting  against 
all  forms  of  discrimination  and  segrega- 
tion, we  understand  that  the  liberation 
of  black  people  can  be  achieved  only 
through  integration  into  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society.  This  Marxist  perspec- 
tive is  counterposed  to  both  liberal  inte- 
grationism, which  holds  that  black  equal- 
ity can  be  achieved  within  the  confines  of 
American  capitalism,  and  black  national- 
ism, which  despairs  of  the  possibility 
of  overcoming  racial  divisions  through 
united  class  struggle. 

The  Civil  Rights  Movement 
and  Its  Demise 

The  anti-Marxist  ISO  seems  to  have 
discovered  “racial  caste"  since  reading 
The  New  Jim  Crow,  headlining  its  review 
of  the  book  in  International  Socialist  Re- 
view (September-October  2010)  “How  the 
Racial  Caste  System  Got  Restored.”  But 
for  the  ISO.  and  Alexander,  the  term  caste 
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Evicted  sharecroppers  along  Highway  60,  Missouri,  1939. 


would  be  no  “40  acres  and  a mule"  for 
the  emancipated  slaves,  who  were  driven 
back  onto  the  land  as  sharecroppers  and 
tenant  farmers. 

As  the  U.S.  developed  into  an  emerging 
imperialist  power,  the  Jim  Crow  system 
was  codified  throughout  the  South,  leav- 
ing its  imprint  on  the  rest  of  the  country 
as  well.  When  blacks  escaped  their  miser- 
able conditions  in  the  South,  which  were 
enforced  by  police-state  control  and  Ku 
Klux  Klan  terror,  by  flocking  to  North- 
ern industrial  cities,  they  became  a cru- 
cial part  of  the  proletariat.  At  the  same 
time,  they  faced  all-sided  segregation  and 
discrimination,  backed  up  no  less  by  the 
state’s  repressive  apparatus. 

The  legacy  of  the  defeat  of  Recon- 
struction is  that  the  black  population  in 
the  U.S.,  although  not  returned  to  slavery, 
was  solidified  as  a specially  oppressed 
race-color  caste.  To  this  day,  black  people 
face  discrimination,  in  different  degrees, 
regardless  of  social  status,  wealth  or  class 
position.  The  caste  oppression  of  black 
people  is  shown  not  just  by  the  mass 
incarceration  of  ghetto  youth.  For  exam- 
ple, even  Henry  Louis  Gates  Jr.,  although 
a noted  professor  and  personal  friend  of 
Obama,  was  arrested  for  trying  to  enter 
his  own  house  three  years  ago. 

Our  Marxist  understanding  of  race- 
caste  oppression  flows  from  the  fact  that 
black  people  have  historically  been  a vital 
part  of  the  American  economy  while  at 
the  same  time  in  the  mass  forcibly  seg- 
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is  reserved  for  those  directly  subjugated 
by  a particular  "system  of  control” — iden- 
tified today  as  simply  mass  incarcera- 
tion— that  can  be  eradicated  within  the 
framework  of  capitalism.  This  turns  the 
nature  of  black  oppression  on  its  head. 

The  ISO  and  Alexander’s  singular  focus 
on  mass  incarceration  as  the  embodi- 
ment of  racial  oppression  has  a purpose: 
it  poses  the  fight  for  black  freedom  as  a 
matter  of  “dismantling”  that  system,  much 
as  the  civil  rights  movement  dismantled 
Jim  Crow.  But  mass  black  incarceration 
is  both  a symptom  and  a means  of  enforc- 
ing the  special  oppression  of  black  people 
that  is  fundamental  to  American  capital- 
ism (see  “From  Slavery  to  Mass  Incar- 
ceration: Black  Liberation  and  the  Fight 
for  a Socialist  America,"  WV  No.  955,  26 
March  2010;  reprinted  in  Black  History 
and  the  Class  Struggle  No.  21,  February 
2011).  While  the  liberal-led  civil  rights 
movement  could  successfully  challenge 
de  jure  segregation  in  the  South,  it  could 
not  challenge  de  facto  segregation  and 
black  inequality  in  the  U.S.  as  a whole. 

In  the  face  of  mass  protest,  the  bour- 
geoisie eventually  acquiesced  to  legal 
equality  in  the  South.  Jim  Crow  had 
grown  anachronistic — the  mechanization 
of  agriculture  had  largely  displaced  share- 
cropping.  At  the  same  time,  blacks  had 
become  a significant  part  of  the  work- 
ing class  in  Southern  as  well  as  North- 
ern cities,  such  as  in  the  steel  industry  in 
Birmingham,  Alabama.  Jim  Crow  also 
was  an  embarrassment  overseas  as  U.S. 
imperialism  postured  as  the  champion  of 
“democracy"  in  the  Cold  War  against  the 
Soviet  Union,  the  industrial  and  military 
powerhouse  of  the  non-capitalist  world. 

One  factor  helping  to  fuel  the  ISO’s 
dreams  of  building  a popular  movement 
for  prison  reform  is  that  there  are  voices 
among  the  bourgeoisie  complaining  that 
the  constant  expansion  and  maintenance 
of  the  vast  complex  of  prisons  is  just  too 
costly,  particularly  at  a time  of  massive 
budget  shortfalls.  But  even  if  some  sen- 
tences are  scaled  back  and  the  prison  pop- 
ulation trimmed,  it  will  no  more  achieve 
equality  for  black  people  than  did  the 
abolition  of  official  Jim  Crow. 


Indeed,  the  civil  rights  movement  was 
defeated  in  the  mid  1960s  when  it  came 
North,  where  it  ran  straight  up  against  the 
conditions  of  black  impoverishment  and 
oppression  woven  into  the  fabric  of  Amer- 
ican capitalism:  mass  unemployment,  rat- 
infested  slums,  crumbling  schools,  ram- 
pant police  brutality.  These  conditions 
could  not  be  eradicated  by  Congress  pass- 
ing a new  civil  rights  act. 

The  civil  rights  struggles  in  which  the 
black  masses  courageously  confronted 
the  white-supremacist  police  states  of  the 
South  profoundly  shook  U.S.  society.  In 
the  mid  1960s.  the  fight  for  black  free- 
dom intersected  growing  opposition  to 
U.S.  imperialism’s  counterrevolutionary 
war  in  Vietnam,  helping  fuel  broader 
political  radicalization.  The  role  of  Mar- 
tin Luther  King  Jr.  and  other  liberal  black 
misleaders  was  to  channel  social  protest 
back  into  the  fold  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  enforcers  of  racist  capitalist  rule 
no  less  than  the  Republicans.  Under  both 
parties,  the  federal  government  mobi- 
lized its  police  and  judicial  machinery 
to  assassinate  and  imprison  black  mili- 
tants. In  his  1967  book  Where  Do  We  Go 
From  Here ? King  urged  America’s  rul- 
ers to  “seek  to  remove  those  conditions 
of  poverty,  insecurity  and  injustice  which 
are  the  fertile  soil  in  which  the  seed  of 
Communism  grows  and  develops.”  King 
bemoaned  the  “sad  fact”  (for  him)  that 
many  had  been  driven  to  “feel  that  only 
Marxism  has  the  revolutionary  spirit.” 

The  ISO  and  sundry  other  reformist 
outfits  cover  up  for  King  by  deceitfully 
portraying  him  as  increasingly  “revolu- 
tionary” in  the  period  before  his  April 
1968  assassination.  In  a Socialist  Worker 
article  (19  January  2009)  on  King’s  1967 
book,  the  ISO’s  Brian  Jones  reverently 
claims:  “In  that  last  year  of  his  life,  he 
campaigned  for  radical,  social-democratic 
reforms  that  are  still  far  beyond  what  the 
Democratic  Party  is  prepared  to  accept.” 
Alexander  likewise  cites  the  “revolution- 
ary potential”  of  the  “human  rights  move- 
ment” that  King  championed  at  the  end  of 
his  life.  Lamenting  that  King’s  “poor  peo- 
ple’s movement”  never  came  to  fruition, 
the  ISO  and  Alexander  see  this  as  a model 
for  protesting  “the  New  Jim  Crow.”  King 
spoke  out  in  moral  opposition  to  the  war 
in  Vietnam  and  went  to  Memphis  in  April 
1968  to  support  black  union  members.  But 
while  various  leftists  portray  such  activ- 
ity as  a turn  to  the  working  class,  the  fact 
is  that  King  remained  a pro-Democratic 
Party  reformer  and  opponent  of  militant 
struggle  against  capitalist  rule. 

Black  Democrats  and 
the  “War  on  Drugs” 

The  ISO’s  call  for  a “new  civil  rights 
movement"  has  also  been  raised  by  the 
likes  of  Democrats  Jesse  Jackson  and  A1 
Sharpton,  given  particular  impetus  with 
the  execution  of  Troy  Davis  last  Septem- 
ber and  again  with  the  murder  of  Trayvon 
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Martin  by  a racist  vigilante  in  Florida  ear- 
lier this  year.  Both  cases  touched  a raw 
nerve  with  black  people.  As  they  always 
have,  Jackson  and  Sharpton  acted  to  quell 
this  outrage  by  funneling  it  into  electoral 
politics  and  appeals  to  the  federal  govern- 
ment for  “justice."  The  ISO  sang  the  same 
tune,  arguing  after  the  Trayvon  Martin 
murder  for  "federal  investigations  of 
local  police  murder  and  brutality  cases" 
(socialistworker.org.  30  July). 

Alexander  writes  that  some  “black  ac- 
tivists" were  “wittingly  or  unwittingly... 
complicit  in  the  emergence  of  a penal 
system  unprecedented  in  world  history." 
With  Sharpton  and  Jackson  it  was  very 
wittingly,  as  they  both  spent  years  cham- 
pioning the  “war  on  drugs,”  a fact  that 
goes  unmentioned  in  her  book.  As  noted 
in  Christian  Parenti’s  Lockdown  America 
(1999),  Jackson  long  ago  called  for  the 
appointment  of  a “drug  czar”  and  more 
funding  for  local  police,  ranting  that 
"drug  pushers  are  terrorists.”  He  got  what 
he  wanted,  today  bragging  on  his  Web 
site  that  he  advocated  the  drug  war  way 
before  it  “became  accepted  public  policy." 
Sharpton,  for  his  part,  led  “community" 
vigilantes  against  reputed  pushers  in  the 
1980s.  And  both  Jackson  and  Sharpton 
have  for  years  fulminated  against  guns  in 
the  ghettos.  Seizing  guns  and  other  means 
of  self-defense  is  as  much  a driving  force 
of  the  NYPD’s  racist  “stop  and  frisk" 
policy  as  the  “drug  war.” 

While  we  would  favor  any  measure 
mitigating  the  drug  laws,  no  amount  of 
tinkering  will  change  their  reactionary 
nature  or  racist  enforcement.  We  call  for 
the  decriminalization  of  drugs,  just  as  we 
call  for  abolishing  all  other  laws  against 
“crimes  without  victims” — prostitution, 
gambling,  pornography,  etc.  By  taking 
the  profit  out  of  the  drug  trade,  decrimi- 
nalization would  also  reduce  the  associ- 
ated crime  and  other  social  pathology  that 
have  led  much  of  the  black  population  to 
support  drug  law  enforcement.  Upholding 
the  right  to  self-defense,  we  strenuously 
oppose  the  capitalist  rulers’  attempts  to 
disarm  those  they  exploit  and  oppress.  No 
to  gun  control! 

The  ISO’s  dream  of  a “new  civil  rights 
movement,”  one  that  can  “fix”  a “broken 


Pacific  Rim... 

( continued  from  page  7) 

the  struggle  of  the  working  class  for  its 
own  class  rule  internationally,  which  will 
make  possible  the  cooperation  and  plan- 
ning that  are  essential  to  meet  the  needs 
of  the  world’s  peoples. 

Ending  the  grinding  exploitation  of 
South  Korean  workers,  liberating  the 
country  from  imperialist  domination  and 
defending  North  Korean  workers  from 
imperialist-backed  counterrevolution  can 
be  achieved  only  through  a program  of 
revolutionary  reunification — socialist 
revolution  to  overturn  capitalist  rule  in 
the  South  and  workers  political  revolu- 
tion in  the  North — linked  to  the  fight  for 
workers  rule  in  Japan,  the  U.S.  and  other 
imperialist  centers. 

“National  Unity”:  Poison  to 
Working-Class  Struggle 

The  United  Auto  Workers  (UAW) 
tops  in  the  U.S.  saluted  the  KorUS  FTA 
after  the  signing  of  the  2010  Supplemen- 
tal Agreement,  trumpeting  that  Korean 
markets  would  now  be  opened  up  to 
American-made  vehicles.  These  are  the 
same  bureaucrats  who  leapt  at  the  chance 
to  help  Obama  shove  his  2009  union- 
busting  bailout  of  U.S.  automakers  down 
their  members'  throats,  with  its  massive 
cuts  to  wages  and  benefits.  In  the  case 
of  the  Korean  FTA,  the  UAW  official- 
dom has  embraced  unity  with  the  bosses 
on  the  basis  of  “free  trade”  because  the 
agreement  benefits  GM,  Ford  and  Chrys- 
ler. In  the  early  1980s,  the  same  chau- 
vinist, pro-imperialist  outlook  led  UAW 
bureaucrats  to  mobilize  Detroit  autowork- 
ers to  bash  Japanese  imports  with  sledge- 
hammers, demanding  more  trade  barriers. 

For  his  part,  1LWU  International  presi- 
dent McEllrath  wrote  Democratic  Party 


NYC  protest 
against  state's 
Rockefeller 
drug  laws 
in  June  2003. 


system,"  is  premised  on  the  tired  liberal 
notion  that  the  Democratic  Party  can  be 
pressured  into  acting  in  the  interests  of 
working  people  and  the  oppressed.  The 
ISO  may  now  be  somewhat  embarrassed 
about  it,  but  they  were  among  those  who 
enthused  the  loudest  over  Obama’s  vic- 
tory four  years  ago.  Brian  Jones  wrote  in 
Socialist  Worker  (6  November  2008)  on 
election  night:  “Huge  numbers  of  people 
are  energized  by  the  fact  that,  yes,  we  can 
elect  a Black  president.  What  we  get  from 
this  president  depends  mostly  on  what 
happens  to  this  energy,  and  less  on  the 
president  himself.” 

What  working  people,  blacks  and  other 
minorities  “got”  from  the  Obama  White 
House  was  a continuing  assault  on  union 
gains,  mounting  job  losses,  deepening 
immiseration,  the  evisceration  of  civil 
liberties  under  the  “war  on  terror”  and 
record  numbers  of  deportations.  Despite 
much  talk  of  shifting  tactics,  the  Obama 
administration  has  committed  more,  not 
less,  money  and  resources  to  drug  law 
enforcement,  which  will  only  deepen  the 
misery.  Meanwhile,  U.S.  imperialism  has 
rampaged  around  the  world  from  Iraq  to 
Afghanistan  to  Libya. 

Black  radical  academic  Cornel  West, 
who  wrote  a foreword  to  The  New  Jim 
Crow,  is  trying  to  keep  the  hope  alive, 
calling  in  a New  York  Times  (25  August 
201 1)  op-ed  piece  for  support  to  "progres- 
sive” bourgeois  politicians.  West  con- 


cluded. “Like  King,  we  need  to  put  on 
our  cemetery  clothes  and  be  coffin-ready 
for  the  next  great  democratic  battle."  He’s 
right  about  one  thing:  the  coffin  is  exactly 
where  the  road  of  Democratic  Party  pres- 
sure politics  leads. 

A Class-Struggle  Perspective 

In  the  ISO’s  articles  promoting  a “new 
civil  rights  movement,”  the  working  class 
barely  registers  on  the  radar  screen.  This 
is  in  keeping  with  their  tailing  of  Alexan- 
der, who  writes  at  length  about  the  repres- 
sive measures  adopted  in  the  1970s  that 
mainly  targeted  black  people  but  has  not 
a word  to  say  about  the  many  thousands  of 
workers,  black  and  white,  who  engaged  in 
hard-fought  strikes  in  that  period. 

Black  workers,  who  have  for  years  had 
a higher  rate  of  union  membership  than 
white  workers,  have  been  particularly 
hard  hit  by  the  onslaught  against  the  labor 
movement  kicked  off  by  the  1981  smash- 
ing of  the  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers 
union  and  the  deindustrialization  that  has 
devastated  cities  across  the  Midwest  and 
Northeast.  The  war  on  labor  has  been 
accompanied  by  an  ongoing  wholesale 
assault  on  the  gains  of  the  civil  rights 
struggles,  from  busing  for  school  integra- 
tion to  affirmative  action  in  the  universi- 
ties. Even  voting  rights  are  increasingly 
under  attack,  as  seen  with  the  rash  of 
voter  ID  laws  and  the  massive  disenfran- 
chisement of  felons. 


House  leader  Nancy  Pelosi  to  oppose  the 
pact,  complaining  that  the  FTA  “awards 
special  rights  to  foreign  investors,  allows 
banks  to  practice  the  same  disastrous  pol- 
icies that  resulted  in  the  current  economic 
downturn,  opens  domestic  environmental 
laws  to  foreign  challenge,  increases  the 
trade  deficit,  and  costs  jobs.”  McEllrath’s 
letter  urged  support  for  the  TRADE  Act, 
which  would  uphold  “Buy  America” 
laws  in  cases  where  a trade  agreement 
would  otherwise  override  them.  For  the 
ILWU  bureaucracy,  whose  members'  jobs 
depend  on  world  trade,  to  line  up  with  the 
protectionist  chorus  against  the  incursion 
of  foreign  imports  is,  on  the  face  it,  not 
only  absurd  but  self-defeating.  But  it  is  a 
real  measure  of  the  loyalty  of  these  labor 
bureaucrats  to  the  profitability  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism,  profits  extracted  through 
the  increasingly  brutal  exploitation  of  labor. 

Both  the  ILWU  and  UAW  leaderships 
have  endorsed  Obama  for  president,  just 
as  they  did  in  2008.  The  Democratic 
Party  president,  whose  NLRB  brought 
suits  carrying  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
dollars  in  fines  against  the  ILWU  dur- 
ing its  battle  against  EGT  and  who  mobi- 
lized the  armed  might  of  the  Coast  Guard 
against  the  union,  is  still  being  sold  as  the 
only  supposed  “friend  of  labor”  option. 
But  while  the  Republicans  openly  revel 
in  union-busting  and  racist  reaction,  the 
Democrats  are  no  less  a party  of  Wall 
Street.  The  difference  is  in  how  they  serve 
the  same  interests.  The  Democratic  Par- 
ty’s pretense  to  be  the  friend  of  workers, 
blacks  and  immigrants  is  a lie  designed  to 
keep  them  tied  to  the  system  that  perpetu- 
ates their  exploitation  and  oppression. 

The  product  of  the  bureaucracy’s  alle- 
giance to  the  Democrats  can  be  seen  in 
the  growing  masses  of  unemployed  work- 
ers, in  busted  unions  and  in  the  misery 
of  the  ghettos  and  barrios.  The  workers 
need  their  own  party,  a multiracial  revo- 


lutionary workers  party,  in  order  to  mobi- 
lize in  struggle  together  with  their  true 
allies — the  oppressed  black  and  immi- 
grant masses  here,  their  Korean,  Chinese, 
Mexican  and  Japanese  brothers  and  sis- 
ters abroad — to  put  an  end  to  Wall  Street 
rule  and  establish  a workers  government 
and  a planned,  socialist  economy. 

Capitalism  brought  into  being  a world 
market  and  global  division  of  labor  that  are 
the  prerequisites  for  using  the  resources  of 
the  planet  for  the  benefit  of  humanity.  But 
that  potential  collides  head-on  with  the 
private  ownership  of  the  means  of  produc- 
tion, based  on  the  nation-state,  that  is  the 
very  foundation  of  capitalist  production 
for  profit.  While  production  is  socialized 
in  giant  industrial  enterprises,  its  fruits  are 
expropriated  in  the  form  of  profit  by  a tiny 
minority,  the  capitalist  class.  And  while 
so-called  multinational  enterprises  have 
extended  their  reach  into  countries  and  con- 
tinents around  the  world,  to  defend  the  prof- 
its they  extract  requires  the  armed  force  of  a 
capitalist  state.  The  globe  has  been  divided 
up  among  the  most  developed,  strongest 
capitalist  powers,  which  compete  with  each 
other  over  who  gets  to  loot  the  rest. 

In  its  relentless  search  for  profit,  capi- 
talism continually  brings  into  being  new 
sections  of  the  international  working 
class,  while  also  throwing  millions  onto 
the  scrap  heap.  As  the  collective  producer 
of  the  wealth,  the  international  proletar- 
iat has  both  every  interest  in  reorganiz- 
ing society  on  a new  foundation,  putting 
the  world’s  productive  machinery  at  the 
disposal  of  the  working  people,  and  the 
objective  capacity  to  do  so. 

A socialist  world  order  might  well 
count  on  the  high  productivity  of  U.S. 
agriculture  to  eliminate  world  hunger,  the 
steel  mills  and  heavy  machinery  produc- 
tion of  China  and  South  Korea  to  con- 
struct the  world’s  bridges,  railroads  and 
ships,  and  assembly  plants  from  Korea 


As  the  last  hired  and  first  fired,  black 
people  were  always  overrepresented  in 
America’s  reserve  army  of  unemployed, 
to  be  tapped  when  the  economy  needed 
them  and  discarded  when  it  soured.  But 
the  country’s  rulers  increasingly  see  the 
black  ghetto  poor  as  expendable,  with  the 
prison  cell  substituted  for  the  paycheck. 
The  ongoing  economic  crisis  has  only 
compounded  this  situation.  In  mid  June, 
over  half  the  blacks  in  NYC  who  were  old 
enough  to  work  had  not  held  a job  since 
the  start  of  the  year.  As  Karl  Marx  put 
it  in  Wage  Labour  and  Capital  (1849): 
“Thus  the  forest  of  uplifted  arms  demand- 
ing work  becomes  ever  thicker,  while  the 
arms  themselves  become  ever  thinner.” 
With  the  black  ghettos  simply  written 
off.  the  bourgeoisie’s  drive  to  imprison 
ever-increasing  numbers  of  black  youth 
reflects  a sinister  impulse  to  genocide. 
The  great  black  comedian  Richard  Pryor 
once  commented  about  the  prisons,  “Go 
in  there  looking  for  justice,  and  that’s  all 
you  find — just  us.”  If  anything,  that  reality 
is  even  more  staggering  today.  This  lends 
added  urgency  to  the  observation  in  our 
seminal  1967  document  “Black  and  Red”: 
“The  fight  must  be  fought  now  to  main- 
tain Negroes  as  part  of  the  working  class.” 
Despite  bearing  the  brunt  of  racist 
cutbacks  and  job  losses,  black  workers 
continue  to  be  a strategic  component  of 
the  U.S.  proletariat,  which  has  the  social 
power  and  historic  interest  to  sweep  away 
the  decrepit  capitalist  system  and  its  mur- 
derous police  and  prison  apparatus.  The 
all-sided  attacks  of  the  last  four  decades 
underscore  the  point  made  by  Karl  Marx 
at  the  time  of  the  Civil  War:  “Labor  can- 
not emancipate  itself  in  the  white  skin 
where  in  the  black  it  is  branded.”  By 
the  same  token,  the  failure  of  the  union 
misleaders  to  mobilize  labor’s  power  to 
combat  black  oppression  has  only  further 
encouraged  union-busting. 

Under  revolutionary  leadership,  black 
workers,  who  form  an  organic  link  to  the 
downtrodden  ghetto  masses,  will  play  a 
vanguard  role  in  the  struggles  of  the  entire 
U.S.  working  class.  It  is  the  purpose  of  the 
Spartacist  League  to  build  a workers  party 
that  links  the  fight  for  black  freedom  to 
the  struggle  for  proletarian  state  power.  ■ 


to  Mexico  and  Brazil  to  produce  auto- 
mobiles. An  international  planned  econ- 
omy will  apply  the  powerful  resources 
of  developed  countries  like  the  U.S., 
Japan  and  Germany  to  bring,  over  time, 
every  country  up  to  the  same  advanced 
level  and  continue  to  develop  from  there, 
making  possible  the  final  elimination  of 
social  classes,  inequality  and  exploita- 
tion. The  alternative  under  the  continued 
domination  of  imperialism  is  to  see  the 
world  driven  to  destruction  through  more 
capitalist  economic  crises  and  war. 

To  defeat  the  repressive  forces  of  the 
capitalists  and  bring  the  working  class 
to  power  requires  first  and  foremost  the 
forging  of  revolutionary  Trotskyist  parties 
that  champion  this  perspective  of  interna- 
tional socialist  revolution.  As  Karl  Marx 
said  more  than  160  years  ago:  Workers  of 
the  world,  unite!  ■ 
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The  New  Jim  Crow  and  Liberal  Reformism 

Mass  Incarceration  and 
Black  Oppression  in  America 


Over  40  years  ago.  Black  Pan- 
ther militant  George  Jackson  wrote 
in  a letter  from  a California  prison: 
“Blackmen  born  in  the  U.S.  and  for- 
tunate enough  to  live  past  the  age  of 
eighteen  are  conditioned  to  accept  the 
inevitability  of  prison.  For  most  of  us, 
it  simply  looms  as  the  next  phase  in 
a sequence  of  humiliations”  ( Sole- 
dad  Brother:  The  Prison  Letters  of 
George  Jackson,  1970).  Since  then, 
incarceration  on  a scale  unexampled 
in  the  annals  of  American  history  has 
taken  root,  with  black  men  by  far  the 
largest  group  in  the  prisons  and  jails, 
which  hold  some  2.3  million  people. 
Many  are  victims  of  the  bipartisan 
“war  on  drugs,”  which  has  fueled  a 
vast  expansion  of  both  police  pow- 
ers and  the  prison  population.  Taken 
together,  the  total  of  those  locked  up 
or  on  parole  or  probation  is  greater 
than  the  population  of  any  U.S.  city 
other  than  New  York. 

Over  the  past  year,  prisoners  from 
California  to  North  Carolina  have 
engaged  in  hunger  strikes  against  the 
appalling  conditions  in  America’s 
overcrowded  dungeons,  fighting  to 
wrest  some  vestige  of  humanity  from 
their  jailers.  Eventual  release  is  not 
the  end  of  the  abuse,  as  basic  consti- 
tutional rights,  including  the  right  to  vote 
and  to  bear  arms,  are  stripped  away  and 
one  door  after  another  is  slammed  shut — 
jobs,  public  housing,  social  services — 
except  the  one  leading  back  inside  prison 
walls.  In  addition  to  the  threat  of  incarcer- 


ation, black  youth  daily  face  harassment 
and  brutalization  at  the  hands  of  the  cops. 
In  2011  alone,  nearly  700,000  people,  87 
percent  of  them  black  or  Latino,  were  vic- 
timized by  the  New  York  Police  Depart- 
ment’s “stop  and  frisk”  offensive.  Tens 


of  thousands  in  NYC  have  been  saddled 
with  criminal  records  for  simply  possess- 
ing small  amounts  of  marijuana. 

By  vividly  depicting  the  devastating 
“collateral  consequences”  of  the  caging 
of  black  America,  Michelle  Alexander’s 


2010  book  The  New  Jim  Crow:  Mass 
Incarceration  in  the  Age  of  Color- 
blindness has  tapped  into  deeply 
felt  anger  at  the  shattered  lives  and 
become  a bestseller.  A liberal  civil 
rights  lawyer,  Alexander  writes  that 
she  has  been  newly  awakened  to  “the 
role  of  the  criminal  justice  system  in 
creating  and  perpetuating  racial  hier- 
archy in  the  United  States.”  Acknowl- 
edging that  she  is  a part  of  a thin  layer 
of  more  privileged  blacks  who  bene- 
fited most  from  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment, Alexander  to  her  credit  argues 
strongly  against  the  prevalent  disdain 
for  the  impoverished  ghetto  masses 
among  blacks  of  her  social  standing 
The  New  Jim  Crow  also  cuts  against 
the  myth  that  the  U.S.  has  become  a 
“colorblind”  society,  a central  theme 
of  the  2008  Obama  campaign.  Indeed, 
for  “post-racial"  liberals,  his  capturing 
the  White  House  was  proof  positive  of 
the  dawning  of  a new  era,  never  mind 
the  cop  terror  and  prison  hell,  unem- 
ployment, home  foreclosures,  desper- 
ate ghettos  and  prison-like  inner-city 
schools  that  define  life  for  masses  of 
black  people  in  capitalist  America, 
now  with  its  black  overseer.  Despite 
expressing  some  disappointment  in 
the  current  administration,  Alexander 
clings  to  the  message  of  “hope,"  titling  one 
section  of  her  book  “Obama — the  Prom- 
ise and  the  Peril.” 

Alexander  details  the  racist  backlash  to 
the  struggles  of  the  civil  rights  movement, 
continued  on  page  10 


Victory  to  Chicago 
Teachers  Strike! 


WV  Photo 

September  10:  Thousands  of  striking  teachers  and  their  supporters  marched 
through  streets  of  downtown  Chicago  on  first  day  of  strike. 


SEPTEMBER  11 — Some  30,000  mem- 
bers of  the  Chicago  Teachers  Union  (CTU) 
went  out  on  strike  yesterday  morning, 
the  first  school  strike  in  Chicago  in  25 
years.  Pickets  in  red  CTU  shirts  massed 
at  hundreds  of  public  schools  to  fight  the 
union-busting  attacks  that  have  been  a 
centerpiece  of  Democratic  mayor  Rahm 
Emanuel’s  administration.  Over  10,000 
strikers  and  their  supporters  flooded  the 
streets  around  City  Hall  and  the  Chicago 
Public  Schools  (CPS)  headquarters,  chant- 
ing “Hey,  hey.  ho,  ho,  Rahm  Emanuel’s  got 
to  go!”  and  “We  need  teachers,  we  need 
books!  We  need  the  money  Rahm  Emanuel 
took!"  The  strike  is  being  met  with  wide 
enthusiasm  in  Chicago,  with  parents  and 
students  turning  out  to  join  the  picket  lines. 

A year  ago.  Emanuel  unilaterally  can- 
celed a pay  raise  and  heavily  pressured 
the  CTU  tops  into  agreeing  to  a longer 
school  day.  Now  he  is  trying  to  remove 
all  protections  that  union  members  have 


against  discipline  and  firings  by  the 
school  administration  and  its  principals. 
While  teachers  are  rightly  infuriated  by 
Emanuel’s  bullying,  there  are  widespread 
illusions  in  his  former  boss,  Barack 
Obama.  Make  no  mistake:  Obama  is  the 
main  promoter  of  such  “reforms"  and 
continues  to  wage  war  against  teachers 
unions  across  the  country.  It  is  no  acci- 
dent that  Paul  Ryan  today  stands  solidly 
with  Rahm  Emanuel  against  the  union. 
The  Democratic  and  the  Republican  par- 
ties are  simply  different  wings  of  the 
bourgeoisie  and  are  equally  committed  to 
making  workers  pay  for  the  chaos  caused 
by  the  capitalist  system. 

The  Service  Employees  union  tops  have 
agreed  to  provide  janitorial  services  and 
student  aides  to  keep  144  schools  open 
as  day-care  centers.  All  public  schools 
in  Chicago  should  be  shut  down,  and 
that  takes  union  solidarity.  Picket  lines 
mean  don't  cross!  The  cops  are  anything 


but  labor's  friends — their  social  function 
in  the  service  of  the  capitalists  is  to  take 
down  picket  lines.  The  CPS  is  also  wield- 
ing its  expanding  number  of  non-union 
charter  schools  as  a club  against  the  CTU. 
The  union  should  answer  this  challenge 
by  mobilizing  during  the  strike  to  organ- 
ize all  teachers,  whether  in  parochial  or 
charter  schools,  into  the  CTU. 


As  we  wrote  in  "Chicago  Teachers: 
Strike  to  Win!”  (WVNo.  1006.  3 August): 
“To  beat  back  the  union-busters,  teachers 
must  turn  to  their  union  allies  in  the 
schools  and  city — such  as  the  transit 
workers  and  firefighters  embroiled  in 
their  own  contract  disputes — not  Demo- 
cratic Party  politicians  who  falsely  parade 
themselves  as  ‘friends  of  labor’.”  ■ 
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Imperialists’  Hands  Off  Syria! 


Left:  Syrian  National  Council  members  with  Hillary  Clinton  at  “Friends  of  Syria”  conference  in  Tunis,  February  24.  Right:  Syrian  despot 
Bashar  al-Assad  with  military  officials  in  Damascus  last  October. 


For  the  past  year  and  a half,  the  Syr- 
ian population  has  been  crushed  between 
two  reactionary  forces  that  have  ravaged 
the  country  in  a devastating  civil  war. 
Faced  with  an  insurgency  dominated  by 
forces  centrally  from  the  majority  Sunni 
Muslim  population  and  backed  by  sun- 
dry imperialist  and  regional  powers,  the 
murderous  Ba’ath  Party  regime  of  Bashar 
al-Assad  has  sought  to  stamp  out  the  re- 
bellion through  the  massive  use  of  fire- 
power. including  against  residential  areas. 
Insurgents  have  likewise  carried  out  grue- 


some massacres  of  civilians.  Key  Syrian 
opposition  leaders  have  appealed  for  im- 
perialist military  intervention,  echoing 
the  Libyan  "rebels"  who  became  willing 
tools  for  the  NATO  bombing  campaign 
last  year.  While  the  imperialists  are  cur- 
rently focusing  on  providing  material  and 
logistical  support  to  the  anti-Assad  forces, 
the  Obama  White  House  has  declared  that 
military  options  are  not  “off  the  table." 

Revolutionary  Marxists  support  neither 
side  in  this  civil  war.  in  which  a victory 
of  one  combatant  or  the  other  would  do 


nothing  to  further  the  cause  of  the  work- 
ing class  and  the  oppressed.  However, 
workers  internationally  do  have  a side  in 
opposing  military  intervention  by  the 
imperialists.  In  the  event  of  imperialist 
attack,  we  would  stand  for  the  defense  of 
Syria  while  maintaining  proletarian  polit- 
ical opposition  to  Assad’s  bloodsoaked 
rule. 

The  civil  war  grew  out  of  a series  of 
demonstrations  in  the  provincial  city  of 
Dara’a  in  Syria’s  southern  Sunni  region 
in  March  2011  as  “Arab  Spring”  protests 


were  sweeping  North  Africa  and  the  Near 
East.  The  demonstrations  spread  beyond 
Dara’a,  and  the  Assad  regime  murder- 
ously unleashed  troops  and  tanks  on 
civilians.  Increasing  numbers  of  soldiers 
defected,  forming  the  core  of  an  array  of 
anti-government  militias.  Key  command- 
ers of  this  so-called  Free  Syrian  Army 
(FSA)  were  for  years  part  of  the  Assad 
regime’s  repressive  machinery. 

Presenting  itself  as  the  main  political 
leadership  of  the  opposition  is  the  Syrian 
continued  on  page  3 


Marikana  Miners  Win, 
Strike  Wave  Spreads 


South  Africa 


SEPTEMBER  24 — A six-week  wildcat 
strike  ended  in  victory  for  rock  drillers 
and  other  platinum  miners  at  the  Lonmin 
complex  in  Marikana,  who  went  back 
to  work  four  days  ago  with  wage  hikes 
ranging  from  11  to  22  percent.  As  we 
reported  last  issue,  the  August  16  police 
massacre  of  34  strikers — an  event  that 
brought  to  mind  the  vicious  repression 
of  the  old  white-supremacist  apartheid 
regime — did  nothing  to  quell  the  deter- 
mination and  fighting  spirit  of  the  min- 
ers. In  fact,  their  militancy  inspired  tens 
of  thousands  of  other  platinum  miners 
to  launch  their  own  strikes  in  defiance 
of  the  capitalist  government  led  by  the 
African  National  Congress  (ANC).  Now 
their  wage  victory  has  emboldened  gold 
and  chrome  miners  to  strike,  demanding 
a similar  pay  rise  and  even  more. 

Workers  are  battling  not  only  the  mine 
bosses  and  the  government  but  also  the 
misleaders  of  the  National  Union  of 
Mineworkers  (NUM)  and  the  COSATU 
trade-union  federation,  in  which  the 
South  African  Communist  Party  (SACP) 
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is  politically  dominant.  The  leaders  of 
the  SACP  and  COSATU,  which  along 
with  the  ANC  make  up  the  ruling  Tri- 
partite Alliance,  were  some  of  the  loud- 
est voices  howling  against  the  "violence" 
of  the  Marikana  workers.  And  now 
they're  condemning  the  wage  settlement 
precisely  because  it  is  inspiring  more 
struggle!  With  15,000  miners  on  strike 
at  Gold  Fields  in  Driefontein,  south  of 
Johannesburg,  demanding  a 12,500  rand 
($1,500)  monthly  wage,  COSATU  leader 
Zwelinzima  Vavi  rushed  out  of  his  organ- 
ization’s national  congress  last  week  to 
lecture  them  that  the  strike  was  “illegal” 
and  they  should  get  back  to  work.  The 
miners  defied  him  and  vowed  to  continue 
the  strike  until  their  demands  were  met. 

In  a country  that  produces  75  percent 
of  the  world’s  platinum — a crucial  com- 
ponent in  auto  production — and  is  also  a 
leading  producer  of  gold  and  chrome,  the 
strikes  have  caused  a major  crisis  for  the 
capitalist  ruling  class  and  its  Tripartite 
Alliance  political  police.  ANC  president 
Jacob  Zuma  announced  last  week  that  he 
was  deploying  the  army  to  back  up  the 
police  in  the  “maintenance  of  law  and 
order  in  the  Marikana  Area... and  other 
areas  around  the  country”  until  the  end  of 
January.  It  is  also  reported  that  the  gov- 
ernment has  issued  an  arrest  warrant  for 
Julius  Malema — a wealthy  expelled  ANC 
Youth  League  leader  whose  populist  dem- 
agogy has  gained  a hearing  among  many 
miners — on  corruption  charges. 


September  18:  Marikana  miners  celebrate  victory  over  Lonmin  Platinum 
bosses. 


Prior  to  the  Lonmin  settlement,  police 
backed  by  1,000  soldiers  invaded  the 
Nkaneng  squatter  camp,  where  many  of 
the  miners  live  in  shacks  without  electric- 
ity. running  water  or  basic  sanitation.  A 
running  battle  ensued  as  strikers  fought 


side  by  side  with  other  residents  to  repel 
the  state’s  attempt  to  disarm  them.  Thir- 
teen people  were  reported  arrested,  and 
strike  leaders  were  forced  underground. 
Those  killed  by  state  forces  in  the  last 
continued  on  page  9 


Letters 


On  Critical  Support  to  KKE 


11  July  2012 

Refreshing  to  read  real  Trotskyists  take 
on  the  parliamentary  idiots  of  SYRIZA  and 
the  fake-Trotskyist  “Euro-communists"  of 
Greece!  [See  WV  No.  1005.  6 July.]  Puts 
the  ICL  way  out  ahead  of  the  competition. 
Good  work,  Vanguard! 

Forward  to  the  Socialist  United  States 
of  Europe! 

Bill  in  Atlanta 


13  July  2012 

Comrades, 

I read  your  Greek  comrades’  statement 
and  it  seemed  reasonable,  except  saying 
vote  for  the  “candidates”  of  the  KKE  in 
the  Greek  election  leaves  .open  the  possi- 
bility of  voting  for  the  candidates  running 
for  executive  offices  of  the  Greek  capital- 
ist state,  which  seems  in  violation  of  your 
expressed  opposition  to  doing  that. 


The  Bolshevik  Revolution 
vs.  the  State  Church 

Shortly  after  the  Bolshevik-led  October 
Revolution,  the  Soviet  government  stripped 
the  Russian  Orthodox  church  of  its  state  sanc- 
tion and  vast  property  holdings.  An  initial 
step  toward  rooting  out  religious  reaction 
and  promoting  atheism,  the  decree  printed 
below  was  part  of  a thoroughgoing  effort 
to  remake  a society  steeped  in  rural  back- 
wardness and  the  heritage  of  tsarist  oppres- 
sion. Such  steps  were  later  undermined  by 
the  Stalinist  bureaucratic  caste  that,  beginning  in  1923-24,  usurped  political  power  and 
threw  out  the  Bolsheviks'  revolutionary-internationalist  program.  In  1943,  the  same  year 
the  Communist  International  was  officially  liquidated,  Stalin 's  regime  gave  state  recog- 
nition to  the  Orthodox  church  as  part  of  its  promotion  of  Russian  nationalism  in  the  war 
against  Nazi  Germany. 

1.  The  Church  is  separated  from  the  state. 

2.  Within  the  confines  of  the  Republic  it  shall  be  prohibited  to  issue  any  local  by-laws 
or  regulations  restricting  or  limiting  freedom  of  conscience,  or  establishing  privileges 
or  preferential  rights  of  any  kind  based  on  the  religious  creed  of  citizens. 

3.  Every  citizen  may  profess  any  religious  belief,  or  profess  no  belief  at  all.  All  restric- 
tions of  rights,  involved  by  professing  one  or  another  religious  belief,  or  by  professing 
no  belief  at  all,  are  cancelled  and  void. 

Note:  All  reference  to  the  professing  or  non-professing  of  religious  creeds  by  citi- 
zens shall  be  expunged  from  all  official  documents. 

4.  State  or  other  public  functions  binding  in  law  shall  not  be  accompanied  by  the  per- 
formance of  religious  rites  or  ceremonies. 

5.  Free  performance  of  religious  rites  is  permissible  as  long  as  it  does  not  disturb  public 
order,  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  the  citizens  of  the  Soviet  Republic.  The  local  authori- 
ties shall  be  entitled  in  such  cases  to  adopt  all  necessary  measures  for  maintenance  of 
public  order  and  safety. 

6.  Nobody  is  entitled  to  refuse  to  perform  his  duties  as  a citizen  on  the  basis  of  his 
religious  belief.  Exceptions  to  this  rule,  on  the  condition  that  one  civic  duty  be  replaced 
by  another,  may  be  granted  in  each  individual  case  by  the  verdict  of  the  People’s  Court. 

7.  The  official  taking  or  administering  of  religious  oaths  is  cancelled.  In  necessary 
cases  merely  a solemn  promise  is  given. 

8.  Births,  marriages,  and  deaths  are  to  be  registered  and  solemnized  solely  by  civic 
(secular)  authorities:  marriage  and  birth  registration  offices. 

9.  The  School  is  separated  from  the  Church.  Instruction  in  any  religious  creed  or  belief  shall 
be  prohibited  in  all  state,  public,  and  also  private  educational  establishments  in  which  gen- 
eral instruction  is  given.  Citizens  may  give  or  receive  religious  instruction  in  a private  way. 

10.  All  church  and  religious  associations  are  subject  to  the  ordinary  legislation  concern- 
ing private  associations  and  unions.  They  shall  not  enjoy  special  privileges,  nor  receive 
any  subsidies  from  the  state  or  from  local  autonomous  or  self-governing  institutions. 

11.  Compulsory  collection  of  imposts  and  taxes  in  favour  of  church  and  religious  asso- 
ciations, also  measures  of  compulsion  or  punishment  adopted  by  such  associations  in 
respect  to  their  members,  shall  not  be  permitted. 

12.  No  church  or  religious  associations  have  the  right  to  own  property.  They  do  not 
possess  the  rights  of  juridical  persons. 

13.  The  property  of  all  church  and  religious  associations  existing  in  Russia  is  pro- 
nounced the  property  of  the  People.  Buildings  and  objects  especially  used  for  the  pur- 
poses of  worship  shall  be  let,  free  of  charge,  to  the  respective  religious  associations,  by 
resolution  of  the  local,  or  central  state  authorities. 

— “Decree  on  the  Freedom  of  Conscience,  and  of  Church  and  Religious  Societies," 
20  January  1918,  printed  in  Mervyn  Matthews,  ed.,  Soviet  Government: 

A Selection  of  Official  Documents  on  Internal  Policies  (Taplinger  Publishing,  1974) 
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Furthermore,  this  was  pointed  out  to  me 
by  an  Australian  supporter  of  yours  who 
first  saw  it  before  I did,  and  I suggested 
earlier  today  he  might  wish  to  write  you 
on  this  issue  as  I’d  missed  his  point. 

Were  your  Greek  comrades  by  leaving 
which  KKE  candidates  they  were  sug- 
gesting voting  for  open  suggesting  voting 
for  candidates  running  for  exec,  offices 
part  of  that  or  not? 

Comradely, 

A.G. 

WV  replies:  As  our  article  "Marxist  Prin- 
ciples and  Electoral  Tactics”  ( Spartacist 
[English-language  edition]  No.  61,  Spring 
2009)  noted:  “In  arguing  against  run- 
ning for  executive  office,  the  ICL  does 
not  preclude  giving  critical  support  to 
other  workers  organizations  in  appropri- 
ate instances  where  they  draw  a crude 
class  line."  When  we  give  critical  sup- 
port to  another  workers  organization, 
it  does  not  mean  that  we  agree  with  its 
political  program,  including  its  intention 
to  administer  the  capitalist  state.  Much 
the  opposite.  The  purpose  of  this  tactic  is 
to  demonstrate  that  despite  the  claims  of 
such  parties  to  represent  the  interests  of 
the  workers,  in  practice  they  betray  them. 

As  Marxists,  we  seek  to  instill  in  the 
working  class  the  understanding  that  the 
existing  state  apparatus  cannot  be  admin- 
istered in  the  interests  of  the  workers 
but  rather  must  be  smashed  through  the 
proletarian  conquest  of  power.  We  refuse 
to  run  for  executive  office,  even  if  we 
declare  in  advance  that  we  don’t  intend 
to  assume  such  office,  because  doing  so 
would  deepen  prevailing  illusions  that  the 
capitalist  state  can  be  reformed.  But  as 


the  Spartacist  article  argues,  if  we  were 
to  hold  others  to  the  same  standards,  we 
“could  never  extend  critical  support  to  a 
mass  reformist  party,  because  on  winning 
an  election  it  will  inevitably  seek  to  form 
the  government,  i.e.,  administer  capital- 
ism. Indeed,  this  argument  is  an  essential 
polemical  aspect  of  our  critical  support." 

When  applicable,  the  tactic  of  criti- 
cal support  is  a tool  for  forging  a work- 
ers party  of  the  Bolshevik  type,  allowing 
even  a small  revolutionary  nucleus  to 
gain  a hearing  among  the  most  advanced 
elements  who  presently  look  to  one  or 
another  reformist  party.  The  call  by  the 
Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece  for  a vote 
to  the  Stalinist  Greek  Communist  Party 
(KKE)  in  the  June  election  is  a case  in 
point.  The  central  issue  posed  in  the 
election  was  the  devastating  austerity 
dictated  by  the  European  Union  (EU) 
and  International  Monetary  Fund  and 
imposed  by  the  Greek  bourgeoisie.  The 
KKE  stood  out  on  the  left  for  its  opposi- 
tion to  the  EU  and  its  refusal  to  enter  any 
coalition  with  bourgeois  parties,  despite 
enormous  pressure  to  join  a “unity  of  the 
left"  coalition  with  Syriza. 

A massive  vote  for  the  KKE  would  have 
delivered  a slap  in  the  face  to  the  imperi- 
alists and  their  Greek  lackeys  and  given  a 
boost  to  the  defensive  struggles  of  work- 
ers across  Europe.  At  the  same  time,  we 
pointed  out  that  the  KKE  panders  to  Greek 
nationalism,  which  is  the  chief  ideological 
obstacle  to  building  a revolutionary  work- 
ers party  in  Greece,  and  that  its  populism, 
expressed  as  “the  people"  against  “the 
monopolies,”  disappears  the  unique  social 
power  of  the  working  class  to  wage  the 
necessary  fight  against  capital.  ■ 


Darwin  and  Marx: 
Correcting  the  Record 


New  York  City 
15  September  2012 

To  the  editor: 

I enjoyed  reading  Parts  One  and  Two  of 
“A  Marxist  Critique  of  the  'New  Atheists'" 
and  look  forward  to  the  conclusion.  Part 
One  mentions  Richard  Dawkins’  reputation 
as  “Darwin’s  Rottweiler”  for  defending  the 
teaching  of  evolution  in  public  schools. 
Seven  years  ago,  we  saluted  Dawkins  in 
“The  Evolution  Wars:  Religious  Reaction 
and  Racist  Oppression — Hail  Charles  Dar- 
win!" {WV  No.  854,  16  September  2005) 
for  combating  the  forces  for  creationism. 
Therefore,  now  would  be  a good  time  to 
make  a small  correction  to  our  2005  arti- 
cle, which  wrongly  states  that  Karl  Marx 
offered  to  dedicate  the  second  volume  of 
Capital  to  Darwin. 

Our  source  for  this  mistake  is  Stephen 
Jay  Gould  from  the  first  edition  of  his  Ever 
Since  Darwin.  Gould  later  corrected  this 
error  (without  acknowledging  the  change). 
Unwittingly,  we  relied  on  Gould’s  earlier 
version  when  we  noted  that  “Darwin’s  dis- 
covery of  the  continual  motion  and  inter- 
action between  organisms  and  their  envi- 
ronment was  embraced  enthusiastically  by 
Karl  Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels.  Accord- 
ing to  Gould,  Marx  offered  to  dedicate  the 
second  volume  of  Capital  to  Darwin  (who 
declined  as  he  had  not  read  it)."  However, 
as  Gould  stated  in  the  revised  Ever  Since 
Darwin,  "A  common  bit  of  folklore — that 
Marx  offered  to  dedicate  volume  2 of 
Das  Kapital  to  Darwin  (and  that  Darwin 
refused) — turns  out  to  be  false.  But  Marx 
and  Darwin  did  correspond,  and  Marx  held 
Darwin  in  very  high  regard.” 

Gould  expounded  with  greater  detail 
in  an  interesting  essay,  “The  Darwinian 
Gentleman  at  Marx's  Funeral:  Resolving 
Evolution’s  Oddest  Coupling,”  on  “the 
mythology  [that]  centers  upon  a notori- 
ous, if  understandable,  scholarly  error 
[by  Isaiah  Berlin]  that  once  suggested 


far  more  affinity  between  Marx  and  Dar- 
win." In  his  1939  biography  of  Marx,  Ber- 
lin inferred  that  Marx  offered  to  dedicate 
volume  two  of  Capital. 

Here  is  the  relevant  passage  of  Gould’s 
essay: 

“This  tale  of  Marx’s  proffered  dedica- 
tion then  gained  credence  when  a sec- 
ond letter,  ostensibly  from  Darwin  to 
Marx,  but  addressed  only  to  ‘Dear  Sir,’ 
turned  up  among  Marx’s  papers  in  the 
International  Institute  of  Social  History 
in  Amsterdam.  This  letter,  written  on 
October  13,  1880,  does  politely  decline 
a suggested  dedication:  ‘I  Shd.  Prefer 
the  Part  or  Volume  not  be  dedicated  to 
me  (though  I thank  you  for  the  intended 
honor)  as  it  implies  to  a certain  extent 
my  approval  of  the  general  publication, 
about  which  I know  nothing.’... 

“To  shorten  a long  story,  two  scholars, 
working  independently  and  simulta- 
neously in  the  mid-1970s,  discovered 
the  almost  comical  basis  of  the  error.  .. 
Marx’s  daughter  Eleanor  became  the 
common-law  wife  of  the  British  socialist 
Edward  Aveling.  The  couple  safeguarded 
Marx’s  papers  for  several  years,  and  the 
1880  letter,  evidently  sent  by  Darwin  to 
Aveling  himself,  must  have  strayed  into 
the  Marxian  collection. 

“Aveling  belonged  to  a group  of  radi- 
cal atheists.  He  sought  Darwin's  official 
approval,  and  status  as  dedicatee,  for  a 
volume  he  had  edited  on  Darwin’s  work 
and  his  (that  is  Aveling’s,  not  necessarily 
Darwin’s)  view  of  its  broader  social  mean- 
ing (published  in  1881  as  The  Student's 
Darwin,  volume  two  in  the  International 
Library  of  Science  and  Freethought).... 
Darwin  ended  his  letter  to  Aveling  (not  to 
Marx,  who  did  not  treat  religion  as  a pri- 
mary subject  in  Das  Kapital)  by  writing: 
‘It  appears  to  me  (whether  rightly  or 
wrongly)  that  direct  arguments  against 
Christianity  and  theism  produce  hardly 
any  effect  on  the  public;  and  freedom  of 
thought  is  best  promoted  by  the  gradual 
illumination  of  men’s  minds  which  fol- 
lows from  the  advance  of  science.  It  has, 
therefore,  been  always  my  object  to  avoid 
writing  on  religion,  and  I have  confined 
myself  to  science’." 

Comradely, 
Richard  G. 
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Our  dear  sympathizer  Judith  Szathmari- 
Ldcuyer  died  June  12  from  cancer,  after  fight- 
ing bravely  to  the  end  against  the  disease.  Our 
thoughts  are  with  her  family,  especially  her  hus- 
band, Jean  Ldcuyer. 

Judith  was  born  in  Hungary.  Her  family  fled 
to  the  United  States  in  1956,  when  she  was  12, 
at  the  time  of  the  Soviet  intervention  to  crush 
a proletarian  political  revolution  in  Hungary. 
Judith  still  remembered  clearly  a Soviet  Army 
soldier  who  was  crying  because  he  did  not  want 
to  shoot  at  his  Hungarian  class  brothers.  This 
experience  allowed  her  to  have  a deep  under- 
standing of  what  a political  revolution  means, 
and  it  played  an  important  role  in  her  later  evo- 
lution toward  Trotskyism. 

She  spent  her  teenage  years  in  Washington, 

D.C.,  and  California.  She  was  won  to  Trotsky- 
ism in  the  early  1970s  at  the  University  of 
California  at  Davis  and  was  active  in  several 
branches  of  our  American  section.  Notably,  she 
was  one  of  the  comrades  who  went  to  Detroit, 
the  center  of  the  U.S.  auto  industry  at  the  time, 
when  we  were  building  a local  branch  there  to 
orient  to  the  city’s  militant  black  working  class. 

Later,  she  moved  to  New  York,  where  she 
played  an  important  role  in  establishing  our 
international  center,  at  a time  when  our  Ameri- 
can comrades  were  fighting  to  break  out  of 
national  isolation  and  extend  internationally. 

She  contributed  to  our  efforts  to  transform 
from  an  unstable  sub-propaganda  group  into 
the  international  propaganda  group  that  became 
the  international  Spartacist  tendency  and  sub- 
sequently the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist). 

Judith  went  to  France  in  1977,  our  French 
section  having  been  founded  in  1975.  Thus,  she 
was  one  of  the  comrades  who  helped  re-implant 
Trotskyism  in  France,  in  direct  continuity  with 
James  P.  Cannon’s  American  Socialist  Workers 
Party  (SWP)  and  our  comrades  of  the  Sparta- 
cist League/U.S.,  who  maintained  the  Trotskyist 
heritage  against  the  SWP’s  Pabloite  degenera- 
tion in  the  early  1960s. 

Judith  met  Jean  in  1975  at  a summer  camp 
held  in  Austria  by  our  international  tendency,  and 
they  were  a couple  for  37  years,  until  her  death.  She 
played  a crucial  role  in  checking  the  translation  of 
Hungarian  letters  and  documents  written  by  Michel 
Varga,  which  allowed  us  to  arrive  at  our  conclusions 
at  an  international  commission  of  inquiry  held  con- 
cerning this  individual  in  the  mid  1970s.  For  sev- 


eral years,  Judith  was  in  charge  of  circulation  of  the 
Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France  newspaper,  Le  Bolchevik, 
and  she  was  also  on  its  production  team. 

Jean  and  Judith  went  to  Mexico  in  1989,  under 
very  difficult  conditions.  They  played  an  important 
role  in  laying  the  groundwork  for  the  development  of 
our  ICL  section  in  that  country.  In  1990,  the  Grupo 


Espartaquista  de  Mexico  fused  with  subjectively 
Trotskyist  cadres  who  had  broken  with  followers 
of  Argentine  adventurer  Nahuel  Moreno  over  the 
question  of  the  Morenoites’  support  to  the  capi- 
talist reunification  of  Germany.  This  strengthen- 
ing of  the  GEM  made  possible  the  publication  of 
our  Mexican  newspaper,  Espartaco. 

Comrades  remember  Judith’s  great  patience  in 
recruiting  people  to  the  party  and  in  pedagogi- 
cally  explaining  our  program  to  younger  com- 
rades. They  remember  her  English  classes  that 
enabled  comrades  to  read  the  party’s  interna- 
tional newspapers  and  documents.  They  remem- 
ber her  advice  on  books  to  read,  especially  nov- 
els on  the  black  question  in  the  U.S.,  and  her 
recommendations  to  visit  various  museums. 

Judith  left  the  party  in  the  1990s  but  remained 
close  to  us  and  loyal  to  our  program.  She  con- 
tinued to  work  for  the  party,  especially  look- 
ing for  photographs  for  the  newspaper — work 
to  which  she  continued  to  devote  her  time  and 
energy  even  while  fighting  the  devastating  dis- 
ease. One  of  her  last  tasks  was  the  translation 
into  English  of  a university  thesis  about  Greek 
Trotskyism  during  World  War  II.  She  continued 
to  learn  about  everything  she  could,  attending 
lectures  after  she  retired  from  her  job.  She  regu- 
larly went  to  the  movies  in  Paris  and  always  had 
something  to  say  about  the  latest  films.  Having 
become  a real  Parisian  by  adoption,  she  knew 
the  city’s  every  nook  and  cranny,  all  the  cinemas 
and  museums,  and  she  always  knew  about  the 
latest  exhibitions. 

Judith  was  close  to  her  family,  who  she 
watched  over  even  though  they  were  dispersed 
in  several  countries.  She  kept  ties  with  some 
members  of  her  family  who  remained  in  Hun- 
gary, and  she  was  very  concerned  in  recent 
years  by  the  rise  of  reaction  there.  She  was  also 
greatly  appreciated  by  her  colleagues  at  work, 
especially  by  her  younger  colleagues,  many  of 
whom  came  to  her  memorial  service. 

All  the  comrades  throughout  our  International 
who  knew  her  and  who  were  fortunate  enough 
to  work  with  her  admired  her  strength,  talent, 
charm,  intelligence  and  sense  of  humor — Judith 
loved  to  laugh. 

We  will  not  forget  her.  and  to  honor  her  we  con- 
tinue the  struggle  for  the  rebirth  of  the  Fourth  Inter- 
national. the  party  of  revolution,  to  which  she  gave 
her  time  and  energy. 

— Translated  from  Le  Bolchdvik  No.  201, 
September  2012 
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National  Council  (SNC),  a coalition  of 
exiles  and  opposition  groups.  A number 
of  the  principal  spokesmen  for  this  lash- 
up  have  longstanding  ties  to  U.S.  State 
Department  and  national  security  offi- 
cials, as  detailed  by  the  London  Guard- 
ian (12  July)  article,  “The  Syrian  Opposi- 
tion: Who’s  Doing  the  Talking?” 

The  SNC  today  is  dominated  by  the 
reactionary  Muslim  Brotherhood,  which 
controls  the  largest  number  of  seats  in 
the  Council  as  well  as  the  committee 
that  distributes  money  and  other  aid  to 
anti-Assad  forces  in  Syria.  Furthermore, 
Sunni  jihadist  groups  from  other  Mus- 
lim countries  have  increasingly  joined 
the  armed  rebellion.  These  developments 
have  complicated  matters  for  the  U.S. 
rulers,  who  are  conscious  that  those  who 
just  killed  their  ambassador  to  Libya  were 
fundamentalists  financed  and  armed  by 
Washington  last  year  to  help  overthrow 
Muammar  el-Qaddafi. 

Syria  is  a patchwork  of  ethnic,  national 
and  sectarian  groupings,  where  the  regime 
dominated  by  the  Alawite  minority  holds 
sway  over  the  Sunni  majority,  Kurds, 
Christians,  Druze  and  others,  posing  the 
danger  of  the  conflict  degenerating  into 
communal  warfare.  This  situation  is  the 
legacy  of  the  divide-and-rule  policies  of 
the  colonial  powers,  which  carved  up  the 
Near  East  following  World  War  I (see 
article  on  page  4). 

Although  the  Obama  administration 
is  wary  of  directly  intervening  militarily 
into  the  conflict,  it  has  allocated  some  $25 
million  to  the  Syrian  “rebels”  in  accor- 
dance with  a secret  order  signed  by  the 


president  earlier  this  year.  All  the  while, 
Washington  has  maintained  the  pretense 
of  not  supplying  "lethal  weapons.”  U.S. 
intelligence  agents,  working  with  their 
counterparts  from  Thrkey,  Saudi  Arabia 
and  Qatar,  are  “drawing  on  their  experi- 
ence in  Libya”  to  help  direct  support  to  the 
anti- Assad  forces  (Wall  Street  Journal,  13 
June).  They  work  out  of  a secret  “nerve 
center"  set  up  in  Adana,  a Turkish  city 
near  the  Syrian  border,  which  is  also  home 
to  Incirlik,  the  U.S.  air  base.  According  to 
the  New  York  Times  (21  June),  arms  are 
funneled  into  Syria  “by  way  of  a shad- 
owy network  of  intermediaries  including 
Syria’s  Muslim  Brotherhood.” 

The  imperialists  have  imposed  on  Syria 
a broad  range  of  economic  sanctions, 
with  the  Obama  administration  ratchet- 
ing up  U.S.  measures  last  month.  Syria 
has  been  particularly  hard  hit  by  an  oil 
embargo  imposed  a year  ago  by  the  Euro- 
pean Union  (EU).  Until  then,  oil  exports, 
almost  all  of  which  went  to  EU  member 
states,  were  the  mainstay  of  the  Syrian 
economy,  which  has  severely  contracted 
under  the  embargo.  The  main  casual- 
ties have  been  rural  and  urban  laborers, 
especially  the  poor  and  most  vulnerable, 
who  face  rampant  inflation,  massive  lay- 
offs and  shortages  of  gasoline  and  other 
refined  oil  products  as  well  as  staple 
foods.  Attempts  to  implement  United 
Nations  Security  Council  sanctions  have 
been  thwarted  by  opposition  from  Russia, 
which  is  also  supplying  the  Assad  regime 
with  intelligence  and  arms,  and  China. 

Behind  Washington’s  drive  to  effect 
“regime  change"  in  Damascus  is  the 
determination  of  America’s  imperial- 
ist rulers  to  perpetuate  and  extend  their 
world  dominance.  Syria  has  historically 
occupied  a pivotal  position  in  the  oil-rich 


Near  East.  The  country  exerts  key  influ- 
ence in  Lebanon,  particularly  through  its 
support  to  the  Shi’ite  fundamentalist  Hez- 
bollah, and  serves  as  the  most  significant 
Arab  ally  of  Iran.  Tehran’s  influence  in 
the  region  was  given  a major  boost  by  the 
U.S.  invasion  of  Saddam  Hussein’s  Iraq 
in  2003  and  the  installation  of  a predom- 
inantly Shi’ite  regime  in  Baghdad.  For 
years,  the  U.S.  rulers  have  been  hostile 
toward  Iran,  as  have  been  the  Sunni  mon- 
archs  in  Saudi  Arabia  and  the  Gulf  states, 
who  have  been  major  suppliers  of  arms  to 
anti-Assad  forces,  especially  to  the  Sunni 
jihadists.  What  the  U.S.  ended  up  getting 
through  its  murderous  occupation  of  Iraq 
was  an  Iran-friendly  regime. 

French  imperialism,  now  under  Social- 
ist Party  president  Francois  Hollande,  has 
been  beating  the  drums  for  an  "interna- 
tional coalition”  to  impose  a “no-fly  zone” 
over  part  of  Syria.  However,  the  White 
House  has  resisted  any  such  move,  even  as 
the  chorus  of  influential  figures  in  Wash- 
ington calling  for  U.S.  military  inter- 
vention now  extends  beyond  right-wing 
Republicans  like  John  McCain  to  include 
the  likes  of  William  Perry  and  Madeleine 
Albright.  The  latter  two  served,  respec- 
tively, as  secretary  of  defense  and  secre- 
tary of  state  under  Democratic  president 
Bill  Clinton  in  the  mid-late  1990s  as  the 
U.S.  rained  bombs  on  Iraq  and  the  former 
Yugoslavia. 

Just  as  the  New  York  Times  retailed 
Washington’s  lies  about  Hussein's  “weap- 
ons of  mass  destruction”  in  the  run-up  to 
the  2003  U.S.  invasion  of  Iraq,  so  today 
the  bourgeois  press  prints  any  fabrication 
put  out  by  the  Syrian  opposition.  Thus,  the 
press  worldwide  reported  that  the  Syrian 
military  had  perpetrated  the  August  25 
massacre  of  at  least  245  men,  women  and 


children  in  Daraya,  near  Damascus.  Yet 
an  on-site  investigation  by  veteran  jour- 
nalist Robert  Fisk  pointed  to  the  killing 
of  civilians  by  insurgents  ( Independent . 
29  August).  A local  resident  told  Fisk: 
“One  of  the  dead  was  a postman — they 
included  him  because  he  was  a govern- 
ment worker.” 

It  was  a U.S.-financed  group  of  Iraqi 
exiles,  Ahmed  Chalabi’s  Iraqi  National 
Congress,  that  generated  the  bogus  reports 
of  Hussein’s  WMDs.  This  summer,  it  was 
the  U.S.-backed  Syrian  opposition  that  put 
out  patently  spurious  reports  claiming  that 
Assad  was  moving  chemical  weapons  out 
of  storage  facilities  and  preparing  to  use 
them.  When  Obama  last  month  warned 
of  “enormous  consequences."  the  Syrian 
government  countered  that  it  would  only 
use  chemical  weapons  “in  case  of  external 
aggression." 

Uniquely  among  the  principal  minori- 
ties in  Syria,  the  Kurds  as  a people  con- 
stitute a nation  that  extends  into  TUrkey, 
Iran  and  Iraq.  But  their  struggle  against 
national  oppression  has  been  betrayed 
time  and  again  by  competing  nationalist 
leaders  who  act  as  lackeys  of  the  imperi- 
alists or  of  one  local  bourgeois  regime 
continued  on  page  4 


CORRECTION 

In  our  articles  “Hail  Charles  Dar- 
win!” (WV  No.  854,  16  September 
2005)  and  "A  Marxist  Critique  of 
the  ’New  Atheists’"  Part  One  (WV 
No.  1007,  31  August)  we  incorrectly 
cited  J.D.  Bernal’s  1954  four-volume 
work  as  Science  and  History.  The 
correct  title  is  Science  in  History. 
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Sykes-Picot  Agreement,  1916 
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Syrian  History 

Secret  Sykes-Picot  treaty  of  1916  carved  out  chunks  of  former 
Ottoman  Empire  for  British,  French  imperialists.  Damascus,  1925: 
Corpses  of  Resistance  militants  executed  by  French  Mandate 
authorities  in  drive  to  quell  Great  Syrian  Revolt. 


The  following  report,  which  has  been 
edited  for  publication  in  WV,  was  sub- 
mitted by  an  International  Communist 
League  comrade  in  July  to  inform  party 
discussion. 

Before  World  War  I was  even  over,  the 
British  and  French  imperialists,  with  the 
assent  of  tsarist  Russia,  divided  up  the 
spoils  of  their  impending  victory  over  the 
Ottoman  Empire,  which  was  allied  with 
Germany,  in  the  secret  Sykes-Picot  treaty 
of  1916.  The  publication  of  that  document 
by  the  Bolshevik  workers  state  in  late 
1917  exposed  the  imperialists'  machina- 
tions and  had  an  electrifying  effect  across 
the  Near  East.  Strikes  and  demonstrations 
swept  Egypt  in  1919,  and  in  Mesopota- 
mia (today's  Iraq)  the  masses  stood  up 
to  the  more  than  130,000  British  troops 
deployed  to  occupy  the  territory. 

Until  it  was  dismembered  in  the  carve- 
up  of  the  Near  East,  the  vast  region  known 
for  centuries  as  Bilad  al-Sham  (the  lands 
of  Damascus),  or  “greater  Syria,”  included 
Syria,  Jordan,  Lebanon  and  Palestine. 
Although  it  was  almost  never  a politically 
united  entity,  its  inhabitants  saw  it  as  a 
whole  homogeneous  culture  with  close 
economic  ties.  Against  the  wish  of  its 
inhabitants,  who  vehemently  opposed  the 
Sykes-Picot  treaty  and  demanded  a united 
Syria-Palestine,  France  took  Syria  and 
Lebanon  and  Britain  occupied  Jordan  and 
Palestine. 

In  1920,  seeking  to  fashion  a pro-Western 
enclave  in  the  Levant,  France  created  the 
entity  that  it  called  Grand  Liban  (Greater 
Lebanon)  by  annexing  Muslim  regions  of 
Syria  to  Mount  Lebanon.  To  divide  and 
rule,  the  French  combined  the  Muslims, 
among  whom  nascent  Arab  nationalism 
was  growing,  with  the  Christian  Maronite 
majority,  among  whom  they  nourished  a 
myth  of  non-Arab  heritage  and  who  would 
look  to  France  for  protection.  On  the  eve 
of  World  War  II,  in  a desperate  attempt  to 
persuade  T\irkey  to  join  the  Allies  against 
Germany,  France  detached  the  northwest- 
ern province  of  Alexandretta  from  Syria 
and  handed  it  over  to  Tbrkey.  (Tbrkey  kept 
Alexandretta,  renamed  it  Hatay,  but  sided 
with  Germany  anyway.) 

Over  the  centuries,  the  inaccessible 
valleys  high  above  sea  level  and  the  rug- 
ged terrain  on  the  eastern  Mediterranean 
coast  of  Syria  and  Lebanon  have  provided 
a physically  protected  refuge  for  diverse 
religious  and  ethnic  minorities  who  fled 
persecution  at  the  hands  of  both  Christian 
and  Muslim  rulers.  The  Alawites  and  the 
Ismailis,  who  both  have  Shi’a  origin,  found 
in  Syria  a refuge  from  the  wrath  of  suc- 
cessive Sunni  rulers.  Christian  Armenians 
flocked  to  Syria  when  the  Seljuk  Tbrks  of 
Anatolia  conquered  their  country  in  the 
eleventh  century.  Centuries  later,  more 
waves  of  them  poured  in,  fleeing  the  1915- 
18  genocidal  terror  of  the  Young  Tbrks. 
The  Druze,  a tenth-century  offshoot  of 
Shi’ism,  fled  persecution  by  the  Fatimid 
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or  another.  To  achieve  Kurdish  self- 
determination  requires  the  proletarian 
revolutionary  overthrow  of  the  four  capi- 
talist states  and  the  formation  of  a 
Socialist  Republic  of  United  Kurdistan. 

During  the  popular  uprisings  in  Tuni- 
sia and  Egypt  last  year,  we  pointed  to  the 
working  class,  whose  strikes  played  a 
major  role  in  bringing  down  both  despotic 
regimes,  as  the  potential  gravedigger  of 
the  bourgeois  order.  We  underlined  the 
urgent  need  for  the  proletariat  to  act  as 
the  leader  of  all  the  oppressed  masses. 
However,  while  the  proletariat  continues 
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caliphate  in  Egypt.  Palestinians  flee- 
ing massacres  by  the  Crusaders  after  the 
conquest  of  Jerusalem  in  1099  settled  on 
the  slopes  of  Mount  Qassioun.  The  Greek 
Orthodox  and  Greek  Catholics  settled  in 
the  region  following  successive  splits  of 
the  Christian  church.  After  the  handover 
of  Alexandretta  to  TUrkey  in  1939,  more 
Kurds  and  Armenians  fled  south  to  Syria. 

The  majority  of  inhabitants  of  Syria  are 
Arabic-speaking  Sunnis  (about  60  per- 
cent). The  other  major  religious  minorities 
are  the  Alawites  (12  percent),  Christians, 
with  more  than  seven  denominations  (14 
percent),  Druze  (3  percent)  and  Ismailis 
(1.5  percent).  The  principal  ethnic  minori- 
ties are  Kurds  (9  percent),  Armenians  (4 
percent),  Turcomans  and  Circassians. 
While  the  Kurds,  Turcomans  and  Cir- 
cassians are  almost  exclusively  Muslim, 
the  Armenians  are  Christian.  Alawites, 
Druze  and  Ismailis  as  well  as  the  Greek 
Orthodox  are  Arabic-speaking. 

Roots  of  Alawite  Ascendance 

The  bloodletting  that  marked  much  of 
the  history  of  Syria  (and  Lebanon)  is  a 
legacy  of  Ottoman  rule  and  late  French 
domination  and  the  interpenetration  of 
the  myriad  religious  and  ethnic  commu- 
nities coupled  with  imperialist  interven- 
tion, combining  to  retard  capitalist  devel- 
opment and  prevent  the  consolidation  of 
a modern  state.  What  is  currently  taking 
place  in  Syria  is  in  great  measure  a con- 
tinuation of  mutual  hatreds  (some  dating 
back  centuries)  that  were  manifested  in 
the  countless  bloody  coups  and  counter- 
coups,  ethnic  and  religious  conflicts  that 
were  a feature  of  Syrian  history  since  it 
gained  independence  in  1946. 

In  April  1964,  Sunni  fundamentalists 


to  wage  economic  struggles,  politically 
it  is  subordinated  to  Islamist  and  other 
bourgeois  forces. 

For  the  proletariat  to  emerge  as  a con- 
tender for  power,  it  is  necessary  to  under- 
take the  forging  of  vanguard  workers  par- 
ties that  oppose  the  imperialists  and  all 
domestic  bourgeois  forces — from  the 
military  bonapartists  and  liberal  political 
figures  to  reactionary  political  Islam. 
There  will  be  no  end  to  ethnic  and  national 
oppression,  no  emancipation  of  women, 
no  end  to  the  exploitation  of  working 
people  short  of  a thoroughgoing  proletar- 
ian revolution  that  opens  the  road  to  the 
establishment  of  a socialist  federation  of 
the  Near  East,  as  part  of  the  struggle  for 
world  proletarian  revolution.  ■ 


staged  an  uprising  in  the  city  of  Hama, 
a stronghold  of  Sunni  conservatives,  ran- 
sacking wine  shops,  beating  up  members 
of  the  nationalist  Ba’ath  party  and  kill- 
ing and  mutilating  an  Ismaili  guard.  The 
government  responded  with  brutal  force, 
killing  up  to  one  hundred.  In  1979,  more 
than  30  Alawite  officer  cadets  were  mur- 
dered in  a massacre  led  by  a Sunni  offi- 
cer at  the  Aleppo  Artillery  School.  More 
murders  of  Alawites  occurred  in  the  city 
of  Latakia.  The  government  immediately 
responded  with  a countrywide  campaign 
against  the  Muslim  Brotherhood. 

The  violence  continued  throughout  the 
early  1980s.  The  Muslim  Brotherhood 
attempted  to  assassinate  Hafez  al-Assad, 
father  of  current  president  Bashar,  in 
1980.  Assad  responded  by  murdering  in 
cold  blood  some  500  Muslim  Brother- 
hood members  imprisoned  in  a Palmyra 
jail.  The  sectarian  confrontation  between 
the  Sunni  fundamentalists  and  the 
Alawite-dominated  regime  reached  its  cli- 
max in  February  1982  with  the  bloodiest 
showdown  in  modern  Syrian  history.  The 
regime  leveled  the  city  of  Hama,  killing 
an  estimated  10,000  to  20,000  Sunnis. 

The  sectarian  confrontation  continues. 
While  Western  bourgeois  media  publicize 
the  regime’s  repression,  atrocities  perpe- 
trated by  Sunni  fundamentalists  receive 
scant,  if  any,  coverage.  The  massacre  in 
Houla  in  May,  for  example,  which  the 
media  reported  to  be  carried  out  by  the 
Assad  regime’s  militia,  was,  according 
to  one  German  newspaper,  carried  out  by 
Islamist  forces.  No  one  can  predict  the  out- 
come of  the  conflict,  but  the  fate  of  reli- 
gious and  ethnic  minorities  has  already 
been  decided  by  the  Islamic  fundamental- 
ists as  they  chant:  Al-Alawi  ala  taboot,  wa 
al-Masihi  ala  Beirut  (the  Alawi  in  the  cof- 
fin, and  the  Christian  to  Beirut). 

The  Alawis  (or  Alawites)  are  mem- 
bers of  a schismatic  offshoot  from  main- 
stream “Twelver  Shi’ism.”  Like  the  Druze 
and  Ismailis,  they  are  a remnant  of  the 
Shi’a  upsurge  that  swept  the  Islamic 
world  around  the  ninth  century.  The 
name  Alawi  (i.e.,  a follower  of  Ali)  is  of 
recent  coinage,  dating  from  the  French 
conquest  after  World  War  I.  Before  that 
they  were  known  as  Nusayriya,  after  the 
founding  leader  Muhammad  ibn  Nusayr. 
The  Alawites  share  with  other  Shi’a  the 
belief  that  Ali,  the  Prophet’s  cousin  and 
son-in-law,  was  his  rightful  heir  but  was 
robbed  of  his  inheritance  by  the  first 
three  caliphs  (rulers).  In  addition,  they 
see  Ali  as  infused  with  "divine  essence." 

For  this  and  other  esoteric  beliefs  they 


were  denounced  by  Sunnis  as  infidels 
deserving  death.  The  14th-century  Syr- 
ian jurist  Ibn  Taymiyyah,  a champion 
of  Sunni  orthodoxy,  condemned  them  as 
more  dangerous  than  Christians.  Urging 
Muslims  to  wage  holy  war  against  them, 
he  declared  that  their  blood  and  wealth 
were  permissible  for  the  taking;  they  were 
apostates  who  had  to  be  punished,  even 
exterminated,  wherever  they  were  found. 
To  this  day,  this  pronouncement  provides 
ammunition  for  their  adversaries. 

In  the  upland  settlements  of  the  wild 
mountains,  Alawites,  neglected  by  the 
Ottoman  rulers,  lived  in  destitution.  They 
were  denied  education,  jobs  and  services  of 
any  sort.  Over  many  centuries,  generations 
of  impoverished  Alawites  were  driven  by 
hunger  down  to  the  central  Syrian  plains 
around  Homs  and  Hama  to  work  as  serfs 
and  sharecroppers  for  wealthy  Sunni  land- 
lords. After  the  French  occupation,  the  Ala- 
wites, to  the  chagrin  of  the  majority  Sun- 
nis, were  awarded  privileges  as  they,  along 
with  other  “reliable  minorities"  with  lim- 
ited nationalist  ambitions,  were  recruited  to 
the  Troupes  Speciales  du  Levant,  which  the 
French  used  to  ruthlessly  suppress  Sunni 
nationalists.  By  the  time  of  independence, 
the  Alawites  were  dominant  in  the  mili- 
tary. In  1955,  no  less  than  65  percent  of 
noncommissioned  officers  were  Alawites, 
an  advantage  that  enabled  them  to  wrest 
control  of  the  Ba’ath  party  and  government. 

The  Ba’ath  Party 

The  Arab  Socialist  Ba’ath  (Rebirth  or 
Renascence)  party  was  founded  in  Syria 
during  the  rising  tide  of  Arab  nationalism 
and  anti-colonial  struggle  in  the  1940s 
by  two  Damascus  schoolteachers,  Michel 
Aflaq,  a Greek  Orthodox  Christian,  and 
Salah  al-Din  al-Bitar,  a Sunni  Muslim. 
The  party  advocated  independence  from 
foreign  rule,  secularism  and  pan-Arabism. 
It  raised  the  utopian  slogan  “One  Arab 
nation  with  an  eternal  mission,"  which 
was  intended  to  address  the  centuries-old 
burden  of  humiliation  suffered  under  the 
rule  of  the  Ottomans  as  well  as  the  colo- 
nial powers. 

The  Ba’ath  party  steadily  established  a 
base  among  the  rural  poor,  urban  petty- 
bourgeois  intellectuals,  religious  Arab 
minorities  and  within  the  army.  Ba’ath 
secular  ideology  appealed  especially  to 
Arab  religious  minorities,  who  hoped 
that  the  Ba’ath  would  free  them  from  their 
minority  status  and  that  Sunni  domination 
of  Syrian  political  life  would  be  broken. 
Sunni  Arab  nationalists  have  tradition- 
ally assigned  a central  role  to  Sunni  Islam 
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and  regarded  Arabic-speaking  religious 
minorities,  whether  heterodox  Muslims 
or  Christians,  as  timid  “subordinates”  and 
“imperfect”  Arabs.  However,  “deviant” 
nationalist  aspirations  other  than  Arabism 
were  severely  suppressed  by  the  Ba’ath, 
and  non-Arabs  like  the  Kurds,  Armenians 
and  Circassians  were  denied  party  mem- 
bership unless  they  accepted  Arabization 
and  gave  up  their  ethnic  identity. 

By  the  mid  1950s,  the  Ba'ath  had 
become  a major  political  force  with  a siz- 
able parliamentary  representation.  It  was 
influential  in  the  Egyptian/Syrian  unity 
that  eventually  resulted  in  the  formation 
of  the  United  Arab  Republic  (UAR)  in 
1958,  which  the  Ba’athists  saw  as  a step 
in  the  direction  of  their  program  of  pan- 
Arabism.  However,  the  party  was  soon 
disillusioned  by  Egypt’s  economic  and 
political  domination  of  Syria  and  Gamal 
Abdel  Nasser’s  repression  and  outlaw- 
ing of  all  political  parties,  including  the 
Ba'ath.  The  Ba’ath  supported  the  1961 
coup  that  brought  about  the  separation  of 
Syria  from  the  UAR. 

The  period  that  followed  Syria’s  sepa- 
ration was  characterized  by  a struggle  for 
power  by  senior  (mainly  Sunni)  military 
officers,  which  took  the  form  of  succes- 
sive coups  and  countercoups,  with  resul- 
tant purges  by  one  side  or  another.  The 
numerous  purges  greatly  weakened  the 
position  of  Sunni  officers  in  the  upper 
echelons  of  power.  Officers  from  minor- 
ity religious  groups  suffered  less  from 
the  wear  and  tear  in  the  army  since  they 
were  not  part  of  the  political  struggle.  By 
the  early  1960s,  they  were  able  to  occupy 
important  positions  of  command. 

When  the  Ba'athists  staged  a successful 
coup  and  took  power  in  1963,  the  major- 
ity of  the  officer  corps  was  from  the 
minorities,  mainly  Alawites,  Druze  and 
Ismailis.  The  highest  leadership  of  the 
Military  Committee  that  led  the  coup  was 
in  the  hands  of  three  Alawites:  Muham- 
mad Umran,  Salah  Jadid  and  Hafez  al- 
Assad,  who  soon  moved  to  consolidate 
their  power  by  purging  the  army  of  oppo- 
nents, including  Nasserites,  Sunnis  and 
even  their  allies  from  other  minorities. 
The  purges  were  so  massive  that  many 
believe  that  one  of  the  main  reasons  for 
the  defeat  of  Syria  in  the  1967  war  with 
Israel  was  that  Syria  went  into  it  with  a 
greatly  depleted  officer  corps. 

Several  coup  attempts  by  the  Alawites’ 
opponents  throughout  the  1960s  were  met 
with  bloody  repression.  At  the  same  time, 
factional  divisions  and  personal  rivalries 
appeared  within  the  Alawite  military 
leadership  itself.  In  1970,  through  the 
purging  of  Jadid’s  faction,  and  in  a coup 
that  he  called  the  “corrective  movement,” 
Hafez  al-Assad  emerged  as  the  strong- 
man who  would  rule  Syria  until  his  death 
in  2000,  when  Bashar  took  over.  While 
Assad’s  1970  coup  put  an  end  to  the  cycle 
of  military  seizures  of  power  that  punc- 
tuated Syrian  politics,  it  did  not  end  the 
internal  bloody  feuds,  including  within 
the  Assad  family  itself.  In  1984,  Rifaat 
al-Assad,  Hafez’s  younger  brother,  laid 
siege  to  Damascus  with  tanks  and  artil- 
lery. The  attempted  coup  was  suppressed 
and  Rifaat  was  exiled  to  Western  Europe, 
where  he  still  resides. 

To  broaden  his  base  of  support,  Hafez  al- 
Assad  established  the  so-called  National 
Progressive  Front  (NPF),  which  included 
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parties  that  would  accept  the  leadership  of 
the  Ba’ath.  Among  these  outfits  was  the 
Syrian  Communist  Party  (SCP),  which 
eagerly  joined  Assad’s  government  and 
to  this  day  remains  a close  ally  of  the 
regime.  He  also  extended  a hand  to  sec- 
tions of  the  Sunni  elite  of  Damascus  and 
Aleppo  and  appointed  many  of  them  to 
key  military  and  government  positions. 
(Bashar’s  wife  is  a scion  of  a wealthy 
Sunni  Damascene  family.) 

To  further  placate  the  Sunnis,  Hafez  al- 
Assad  issued  a new  constitution  whereby 
only  a Muslim  can  be  a president.  Against 
Alawite  beliefs,  he  regularly  attended  Fri- 
day prayers  and  made  the  pilgrimage  to 
Mecca.  He  started  opening  his  speeches 
with  religious  phrases  and  quoting  verses 
from  the  Koran.  (Alawites  do  not  build 
mosques,  nor  do  they  practice  fasting  dur- 
ing Ramadan  or  go  on  pilgrimage.)  He 
dispensed  with  the  Ba’ath’s  pan-Arabism, 
discarded  the  party’s  civilian  leadership, 
including  its  founders,  and  reversed  the 
nationalizations  and  meager  agrarian 
reforms  that  were  implemented  in  the 
mid  1960s. 

The  regime’s  claim  to  secularism  is 
belied  not  only  by  the  elder  Assad’s  atti- 
tude toward  Sunnis  but  also  by  the  state's 
increasing  reactionary  conservatism — 
from  the  building  of  mosques  to  appoint- 
ing imams  and  vetting  their  Friday  ser- 
mons to  the  increasing  number  of  women 
wearing  the  veil  on  the  streets  of  Damas- 
cus and  Aleppo. 

Syria  and  the  World  Powers 

With  its  strategic  position  on  the  east- 
ern coast  of  the  Mediterranean,  Syria  has 
historically  been  a magnet  for  domination 
by  the  world  powers.  The  city  of  Aleppo, 
situated  at  the  crossroads  of  the  Arab, 
Turkish  and  Persian  worlds,  was  a major 
stop  on  the  Silk  Road.  Over  the  centu- 
ries, successive  conquerors  occupied  the 
region:  Alexander  the  Great,  the  Romans, 
the  Byzantines,  the  Arabs,  the  Crusaders, 
Saladin's  Ayyubid  dynasty,  the  Mongols, 
the  Ottomans  and  the  French. 

Ever  since  the  Crusades,  when  Ray- 
mond of  Toulouse  captured  the  flourish- 


ing port  cities  of  the  Levant,  French  rul- 
ers have  had  interests  in  the  region.  The 
persecuted  Christian  Maronites  saw  the 
Crusaders,  with  whom  they  allied  against 
the  Muslims,  as  liberators.  The  Maro- 
nites served  as  a base  for  colonial  pene- 
tration by  the  French.  The  British  in  turn 
became  the  benefactors  of  the  Druze,  and 
tsarist  Russia  extended  protection  to  the 
Orthodox  Christians.  In  1859,  Maronite 
peasants  rebelled  against  Druze  feudal 
lords,  who  responded  by  massacring 
over  12,000  Maronites.  The  massacre 
provided  a pretext  for  France  to  inter- 
vene militarily.  On  the  eve  of  the  French 
invasion,  commenting  on  the  “Events  in 
Syria,”  Karl  Marx  wrote  in  the  New  York 
Daily  Tribune  in  August  1860: 

"The  conspirators  of  Petersburg  and 
Paris  had.  however,  in  case  their  temp- 
tation of  Prussia  should  fail,  kept  in 
reserve  the  thrilling  incident  of  the 
Syrian  massacres,  to  be  followed  by  a 
French  intervention  which. ..would  open 
the  back  door  of  a general  European 
war.  In  respect  to  England  I will  only 
add,  that,  in  1841  Lord  Palmerstone  fur- 
nished the  Druses  with  the  arms  they 
kept  ever  since,  and  that,  in  1846,  by  a 
convention  with  the  Czar  Nicholas,  he 
abolished,  in  point  of  fact,  the  Turk- 
ish sway  that  curbed  the  wild  tribes  of 
the  Lebanon,  and  stipulated  for  them  a 
quasi-independence  which,  in  the  run  of 
time,  and  under  the  proper  management 
of  foreign  plotters,  could  only  beget  a 
harvest  of  blood." 

The  French  occupation  of  Syria  was 
ruthless.  General  Henri  Gouraud,  com- 
mander of  the  French  Army  of  the  Levant, 
“transformed  Damascus  into  a pile  of 
ruins,”  wrote  Jean  Genet,  who  served  in 
the  French  army  in  the  late  1920s.  Stand- 
ing in  front  of  the  tomb  of  the  historic  Mus- 
lim leader  Saladin  (who  was  a Kurd)  and 
evoking  the  Crusades,  Gouraud  declared, 
“My  presence  here  signifies  the  victory 
of  the  cross  over  the  crescent.”  A series 
of  revolts  against  French  rule  were  ruth- 
lessly suppressed.  The  city  of  Damascus 
was  bombed  from  the  air  several  times. 
Nationalist  Syrians  were  jailed,  murdered 
and  sent  into  exile  in  other  French  colo- 
nies. After  years  of  struggles,  Syria  won 
independence  in  1946. 


After  the  departure  of  the  British  and 
the  French  following  WWII,  the  Ameri- 
can imperialists  sought  to  inherit  the 
region.  Before  Iran  (1953)  and  Guatemala 
(1954),  the  CIA  engineered  its  first  coup 
against  the  Syrian  nationalists  in  1949, 
following  Syria’s  refusal  to  allow  Aramco 
to  build  a pipeline  from  the  Persian  Gulf 
to  the  Mediterranean.  The  coup  lasted 
only  a few  months,  and  its  leader,  Husni 
al-Zaim,  was  killed.  But  the  U.S.  never 
stopped  its  attempts  to  dominate  Syria, 
plotting  more  coups  throughout  the  dura- 
tion of  the  Cold  War  as  Syria  increas- 
ingly allied  itself  with  the  Soviet  Union. 
In  1979,  the  U.S.  designated  Syria  a “state 
sponsor  of  terror,"  a designation  that  has 
brought  a raft  of  economic  sanctions  ever 
since.  Today  the  imperialists,  aided  by  the 
reactionary  Gulf  monarchs,  are  intend- 
ing to  bring  down  the  Syrian  regime  to 
weaken  its  Iranian  and  Hezbollah  allies. 

The  Syrian  Communist  Party 

The  SCP  was  formed  in  the  1920s  as 
the  Communist  Party  of  Syria  and  Leba- 
non. While  banned  by  the  French  colonial 
rulers,  it  played  a major  role  in  the  strug- 
gle for  independence,  organizing  demon- 
strations and  strikes.  Its  membership  was 
drawn  mainly  from  the  Kurdish  and  other 
minorities.  Its  secretary  Khalid  Bakdash 
and  most  of  its  leaders  were  Kurds. 

The  SCP  emerged  from  illegality  in 
1954  as  a small  but  extremely  active  and 
well-organized  party.  In  the  general  elec- 
tion that  year,  Bakdash  became  the  first 
Communist  leader  elected  to  parliament  in 
the  Arab  world.  The  SCP  rapidly  became 
the  largest  and  most  organized  Commu- 
nist party  in  the  Arab  world  and  one  of  the 
leading  political  forces  in  Syria.  It  gained 
control  of  major  trade-union  organiza- 
tions. By  the  summer  of  1957,  “it  might 
perhaps  have  been  able  to  make  a bid  for 
political  power,”  wrote  Walter  Laqueur  in 
The  Middle  East  in  Transition.  However, 
the  SCP  pursued  the  Stalinist  popular- 
front  line  of  subordination  of  the  working 
class  to  bourgeois  forces.  Khalid  Bakdash 
declared  more  than  once  that  his  party 
was  radical-nationalist  rather  than  Com- 
munist, telling  parliament  that  “Syria  is 
Arab  nationalist,  not  Communist,  and 
will  remain  so.” 

When  Assad  gained  control  in  1970, 
he  lifted  a ban  imposed  on  the  SCP  after 
the  Ba'ath  coup  and  allowed  it  to  join  his 
"progressive  front,”  provided  that  the  SCP 
accepted  his  conditions.  The  SCP  dutifully 
obliged  and  was  awarded  ministerial  posi- 
tions in  the  government.  In  1976,  when 
Syria  intervened  in  the  Lebanese  civil  war 
on  the  side  of  the  Maronites  against  the 
Palestinians,  the  SCP  split,  and  an  oppo- 
sition group  calling  itself  the  Political 
Bureau  was  formed,  led  by  Riyad  al-Turk. 
The  party  split  again  in  1986  over  Soviet 
leader  Mikhail  Gorbachev’s  perestroika 
(market-oriented  “reforms”)  and  glasnost 
(political  liberalization)  policies,  with  Bak- 
dash and  much  of  his  Kurdish  base  critical 
of  Gorbachev.  Both  sides  have  remained 
part  of  the  Assad  regime’s  National  Pro- 
gressive Front.  ■ 
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The  “new  atheists’*  vehemently  oppose 
the  position  of  some  left-liberal  intellectu- 
als. such  as  Noam  Chomsky,  that  there  was 
a causal  connection  between  A1  Qaeda’s 
terrorist  attack  on  the  U.S.  in  2001  and 
Washington’s  policies  in  the  Arab/Islamic 
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world.  In  “What’s  New  About  The  New 
Atheism?’’,  Victor  Stenger  asserts:  “Some 
commentators  have  tried  to  explain  this 
tragic  event  in  terms  of  social  causes,  such 
as  the  perceived  American  oppression  of 
Muslim  nations.’’  The  term  “perceived” 
implies  that  U.S.  imperialism  is  guilt- 
less in  the  oppression  of  the  peoples  of 
the  Arab/Islamic  world.  More  generally, 
none  of  the  main  “new  atheist”  works 
make  reference  to,  much  less  condemn, 
the  atrocities  committed  by  the  American 
state,  e.g.,  the  A-bombing  of  Hiroshima 
and  Nagasaki  in  World  War  II,  the  raz- 
ing of  Korean  cities  and  villages  in  the 
1950s,  the  carpet  bombing  of  Vietnam  in 
the  1960s  and  early  ’70s,  the  lethal  eco- 
nomic warfare  against  Iraq  in  the  1990s. 

A major  theme  of  both  Sam  Harris’  The 
End  of  Faith  and  Christopher  Hitchens’ 
God  Is  Not  Great  is  the  antagonistic  rela- 
tionship between  Islamic  fundamentalism 
and  the  West.  Yet  in  neither  book  is  there  a 
discussion  of  European  colonial  rule  over 
Islamic  societies  between  the  17th  and  mid 
20th  centuries.  Nor  do  they  take  up  U.S. 
dominance  and  policies  in  the  Near  East 
during  the  Cold  War  era  between  the  late 
1940s  and  the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union 
in  1991-92.  Harris  and  Hitchens  go  from 
excoriating  the  Koran,  written  (suppos- 
edly) by  Muhammad  in  the  7th  century, 
to  fulminating  against  present-day  anti- 
Western  jihadism  as  if  the  intervening  14 
centuries  have  no  relevance  whatsoever. 
Basically,  the  “new  atheists”  view  Osama 
bin  Laden  and  his  cothinkers  just  as  the 
fundamentalists  present  themselves,  that 
is,  as  faithful  followers  of  Muhammad 
carrying  out  the  authentic  message  of  the 
Koran  in  today’s  world. 

Almost  all  countries  where  Islam  is  the 
dominant  religion,  from  North  Africa  to 
Southeast  Asia,  were  subjected  to  colonial 
rule  by  West  European  states.  In  some 
cases  (such  as  what  are  now  Indonesia  and 
Bangladesh),  colonial  rule  lasted  for  cen- 
turies; in  other  cases  (Iraq,  Syria),  for  a 
few  decades.  In  all  cases,  the  European 
imperialists  utilized  Islamic  clerics  and 
the  native  ruling  elite  to  reinforce  their 
domination  and  exploitation  of  the  mass 
of  toilers.  At  the  same  time,  they  exploited 
and  aggravated  all  manner  of  ethnic 
(tribal),  national  and  religious  divisions, 
for  example  between  Hindus,  Muslims 
and  Sikhs  in  British  India.  The  state  of 
Pakistan  was  deliberately  created  as  an 
Islamic  political  entity  in  1947  when  the 
British  partitioned  the  Indian  subcontinent, 
over  which  they  were  no  longer  able  to 
maintain  colonial  rule.  The  Partition  re- 
sulted in  horrific  intercommunal  slaugh- 
ter, with  an  estimated  one  million  dead. 

The  official  ideology  of  French  impe- 
rialism demonstrates  that  a lack  of  reli- 
gious motivation  is  entirely  compatible 
with  imperialist  subjugation  and  murder- 
ous repression  on  a mass  scale.  Because 
England  had  a state  church,  British  colo- 
nialism had  an  official  Christian  sanction. 
By  contrast,  French  colonial  rule  was  car- 
ried out  in  the  name  of  a secular,  demo- 
cratic republic  claiming  adherence  to  the 
liberal  principles  of  the  1789  “Declara- 
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tion  of  the  Rights  of  Man  and  Citizen.” 

Many  of  the  military  officers  and  civil- 
ian administrators  who  governed  France’s 
colonies  in  Africa,  the  Levant  and  South- 
east Asia  were  nonbelievers,  and  some 
were  strongly  anticlerical.  The  French  rul- 
ing class,  represented  by  both  Catholics 
and  anticlerical  secularists,  tortured  and 
killed  millions  of  Arabs,  black  Africans 
and  Vietnamese  in  seeking  to  maintain 
its  wealth  and  power.  The  fact  that  the 
French  colonial  army  was  that  of  a secular 
republic  did  not  make  it  in  the  least  a force 
for  progress  and  enlightenment. 

Contrary  to  both  the  “new  atheists”  and 


chy,  the  mainstay  of  fundamentalism  in 
the  Sunni  Arab  world.  Bin  Laden’s  out- 
fit— the  forerunner  of  A1  Qaeda — was 
originally  funded  and  armed  by  the  CIA 
to  combat  Soviet  forces  in  Afghanistan 
in  the  1980s.  Last  year  the  U.S.  and  its 
West  European  allies  conducted  an  air 
war  against  the  Libyan  regime  of  Muam- 
mar  Qaddafi  in  support  of  tribally  based 
insurgents,  including  a substantial  jihad- 
ist  component.  In  Egypt,  political  power 
following  the  ouster  of  Hosni  Mubarak 
has  for  the  most  part  been  exercised  by 
the  military,  which  has  long  been  heav- 
ily financed  by  the  U.S.  The  military  has 


Above:  Afghans  in  Nangarhar  province  burn  U.S.  flag  at  protest  against  anti- 
Islam  film,  September  14.  Below:  U.S.  president  Eisenhower  met  with  Muslim 
Brotherhood  and  other  Muslim  delegates  at  White  House  in  1953  seeking 
anti-Communist  Cold  War  alliance. 


Chomsky  as  well  as  some  leftist  groups 
like  the  British  Socialist  Workers  Party, 
there  is  no  basic  conflict  between  Western 
imperialism  and  Islamic  fundamentalism. 
Notwithstanding  both  its  recent  bloody 
wars  and  occupations  against  the  Muslim 
peoples  of  Iraq  and  Afghanistan,  the  U.S. 
imperialists,  as  well  as  their  British  junior 
partners,  will  support  fundamentalist  re- 
gimes and  movements  when  they  perceive 
it  in  their  interest  to  do  so.  And,  notwith- 
standing repeated  outbursts  of  angry  pro- 
test against  Western  governments  (most 
recently  over  an  Islamophobic  film  made 
in  the  U.S.),  the  Islamists  are,  in  turn,  just 
as  opportunist  in  their  relations  with  the 
Western  imperialist  powers. 

For  decades,  Washington  has  sup- 
ported and  protected  the  Saudi  monar- 


at times  collaborated  with  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood — the  main  Islamist  organi- 
zation, which  now  holds  the  presidency — 
against  Westernizing  liberals.  The  gener- 
als would  not  have  pursued  such  a policy 
without  at  least  the  tacit  approval  of  the 
White  House.  In  Afghanistan,  the  U.S. 
is  negotiating  with  the  Taliban  to  effect 
a “political  settlement"  that  would  allow 
a drawdown  of  military  forces  in  a war 
that  increasing  sections  of  the  U.S.  ruling 
class  recognize  is  unwinnable. 

At  a more  fundamental  level,  the 
domination  of  capitalist  imperialism  has 
arrested  the  socio-economic  and  cultural 
development  of  North  Africa,  the  Near 
East  and  South  Asia.  Pervasive  poverty 
and  social  degradation  form  the  material 
conditions  that  perpetuate  Islamic  tradi- 


tionalism, including  the  barbaric  treat- 
ment of  women,  among  the  downtrod- 
den masses.  The  American  state  is  the 
main  external  political  and  military 
enforcer  of  a social  system  from  which  the 
jihadist  groups  derive  and  on  which  they 
depend  for  their  very  existence. 

Imperialism,  Fundamentalism 
and  Anti-Communism 

By  the  late  1940s,  the  United  States  had 
become  the  dominant  imperialist  power 
in  the  Near  East.  But  that  dominance 
was  challenged  by  the  Soviet  Union, 
supported  by  Communist  parties  that  in 
some  countries  (e.g.,  Iraq  and  Iran)  had 
attained  a mass  base  of  support,  centrally 
in  the  working  class.  Despite  their  Stalin- 
ist leaderships  and  opportunist  (class- 
collaborationist)  policies,  these  parties 
embraced  hundreds  of  thousands  of  politi- 
cally advanced  workers  as  well  as  leftist 
intellectuals  who  aspired  to  an  egalitarian 
socialist  society  in  which  women  would 
be  liberated  from  the  hideously  oppres- 
sive conditions  sanctioned  by  Islamic  tra- 
ditionalism. Almost  all  of  the  indigenous 
forces  representing  atheistic  materialism 
and  rational  humanism  were  concentrated 
in  and  around  the  Communist  movement. 

In  its  Cold  War  against  the  Soviet 
Union  and  international  Communism, 
U.S.  imperialism  utilized  the  forces  of 
religious  reaction  in  the  Near  East  and 
elsewhere  in  the  semicolonial  world.  This 
strategy  was  spelled  out  in  1950  by  John 
Foster  Dulles,  soon  to  become  Secretary 
of  State:  “The  religions  of  the  East  are 
deeply  rooted  and  have  many  precious 
values.  Their  spiritual  beliefs  cannot  be 
reconciled  with  Communist  atheism  and 
materialism.  That  creates  a common  bond 
between  us,  and  our  task  is  to  find  it  and 
develop  it”  (quoted  in  Paul  Baran,  The 
Political  Economy  of  Growth  [1957]). 
The  policy  outlined  by  Dulles  would  be 
put  into  effect  with  important  historical 
consequences  to  this  day. 

In  Iran  in  1953,  the  CIA  organized 
a coup  that  overthrew  the  bourgeois- 
nationalist  regime  of  Mohammad  Mos- 
sadeq  and  replaced  it  with  the  autocracy 
of  the  Shah.  The  imperialists’  main  tar- 
get was  not  Mossadeq  but  the  Commu- 
nist Tudeh  (Masses)  party,  which  they 
saw  as  posing  an  imminent  threat  of  "red 
revolution.”  A major  social  force  actively 
involved  in  the  CIA-orchestrated  coup 
was  the  Shi’ite  Muslim  hierarchy  led  by 
Ayatollah  Kashani,  a predecessor  of  the 
Ayatollah  Khomeini.  In  Indonesia  in 
1965,  Washington  encouraged  a military 
coup  in  which  the  Communist  Party — 
then  the  largest  in  the  world  not  holding 
state  power — was  physically  extermi- 
nated. Over  a million  workers,  peasants, 
leftists  and  ethnic  Chinese  were  killed, 
many  of  them  by  mobs  led  by  Islamic 
clerics. 

The  purging  of  Communism  in  the 
Near  East  in  the  early  Cold  War  period 
was  not  just  the  work  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism and  indigenous  reactionary  forces 
backed  by  Washington.  Just  as  impor- 
tant. if  not  more  so,  were  Arab  bourgeois- 
nationalist  regimes  that  were  supported 
by  the  Stalinist  misleaders  in  the  name 
of  “anti-imperialism.”  In  the  late  1950s, 
the  Egyptian  regime  of  Gamal  Abdel 
Nasser — then  viewed  as  the  personifica- 
tion of  Arab  nationalism — crushed  the 
Communist  Party,  imprisoning,  torturing 
and  killing  its  leaders.  In  the  same  period, 
the  once  powerful  Iraqi  Communist  Party 
was  broken  by  the  murderous  repres- 
sion of  successive  bourgeois-nationalist 
regimes,  the  predecessors  of  Saddam 
Hussein  (see  “Near  East,  1950s:  Perma- 
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Karl  Marx  (left)  and  Friedrich  Engels  (right). 


nent  Revolution  vs.  Bourgeois  National- 
ism," WV  Nos.  740  and  741,  25  August 
and  8 September  2000).  The  betrayals  and 
ultimate  destruction  of  the  once-powerful 
Communist  movement  was  an  important 
historical  factor  underlying  the  present 
conditions  in  the  Near  East:  the  perva- 
siveness of  Islamic  traditionalism  in  soci- 
ety and  the  political  strength  of  Islamist 
parties  and  movements. 

In  The  New  Atheism , Stenger  argues 
that  a large  fraction  of  the  population  in 
the  world  today  no  longer  believes  in  reli- 
gion. He  points  in  particular  to  China:  “1 
have  seen  estimates  that  there  are  as  many 
as  a billion  nonbelieving  Chinese  alone." 
Stenger  may  well  overstate  the  extent  of 
irreligiosity  among  the  Chinese  populace. 
Given  the  closed  political  conditions  in 
China,  it’s  not  possible  to  gauge  the  extent 
to  which  traditional  beliefs  and  practices, 
such  as  ancestor  worship,  remain  current, 
especially  among  the  peasantry.  Addition- 
ally, in  recent  years  there  has  been  a pro- 
liferation of  “underground”  Christian 
churches,  which  act  as  a conduit  to  and 
from  anti-Communist  movements  in  the 
U.S.  and  elsewhere.  Nonetheless,  it  is  in- 
contestable that  not  only  organized  religion 
but  personal  religious  attitudes  and  prac- 
tices are  much  less  important  in  China 
than  in  the  Near  East  or  South  Asia. 

Stenger  makes  no  effort  at  a historical- 
materialist  explanation  of  this  difference 
and,  indeed,  is  incapable  of  doing  so.  The 
difference  lies  in  the  fact  that  in  1949  China 
experienced  a social  revolution  that  liber- 
ated the  country  from  capitalist-imperialist 
domination.  That  revolution  and  the  work- 
ers state  it  created  were  bureaucratically 
deformed  from  the  beginning  by  the  Sta- 
linist leadership  of  Mao  Zedong’s  Chinese 


1965-66. 

Communist  Party.  Nonetheless,  over  the 
past  six  decades  China  has  undergone  a 
level  of  progressive  socio-economic  devel- 
opment and  cultural  advancement  that  has 
eroded  the  material  grounds  for  religious 
belief  among  the  populace.  This  is  despite 
reactionary  values  fostered  by  the  Stalin- 
ist regime,  from  its  inculcation  of  Chi- 
nese nationalism  to  its  sanctioning  of  "offi- 
cial" Protestant  and  Catholic  churches — a 
policy  that  the  early  Soviet  workers  state 
would  have  considered  an  abomination 
(see  "The  Bolshevik  Revolution  vs.  the 
State  Church”  on  page  2). 

Understanding  Jihadism 

Why  after  having  received  U.S.  aid  in 
the  war  against  “godless  Communism” 
did  a significant  current  of  fundamental- 
ists, self-described  as  jihadists,  turn  vio- 
lently against  the  West  and  especially  the 
United  States  in  the  post-Soviet  period? 
With  the  demise  of  the  Soviet  Union,  fear 
of  Communism  among  Islamic  tradition- 
alists was  replaced  by  fear  of  “Western- 
ization." Islamists  took  the  "democratic" 
ideological  posturing  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism— now  the  self-proclaimed  “world’s 
only  superpower” — at  face  value.  In  the 
early  1990s,  the  Egyptian  Islamist  Ayman 
al-Zawahiri,  who  would  become  a central 


leader  of  A1  Qaeda,  denounced  “democ- 
racy” (Western-type  parliamentary  gov- 
ernment) as  a sacrilege: 

"In  Islam,  legislation  comes  from  God; 
in  a democracy,  this  capacity  is  given  to 
the  people.  Therefore,  this  is  a new  reli- 
gion, based  on  making  the  people  into 
gods  and  giving  them  God’s  rights  and 
attributes.  This  is  tantamount  to  asso- 
ciating idols  with  God  and  falling  into 
unbelief.... 

"In  democracy,  the  people  legislate  through 
the  majority  of  deputies  in  parliament. 
"These  deputies  are  men  and  women, 
Christians,  communists  and  secularists." 

— Gilles  Kepel  and  Jean-Pierre 
Milelli.  eds.,  Al  Qaeda  in  Its 
Own  Words  (2008) 

The  jihadists’  belief  that  the  U.S.  rul- 
ers aim  to  transform  the  Near  East  and 


other  traditionally  Islamic  countries  along 
the  socio-cultural  and  political  lines  of 
present-day  North  America  and  West 
Europe  is  a delusion.  There  is,  to  be  sure, 
a broad  and  influential  section  of  bour- 
geois intellectuals,  ranging  from  pro- 
Democratic  Party  liberals  to  right-wing 
Republicans,  who  think  the  U.S.  govern- 
ment should  do  just  that.  Liberals  like 
New  York  Times  columnists  Thomas 
Friedman  and  Nicholas  Kristof  have  agi- 
tated for  the  U.S.  government  to  actively 
promote  “democracy”  and  “human  rights" 
throughout  the  world,  especially  in  the 
Near  East.  Feminists  in  academia  and  the 
media  have  also  weighed  in,  pointing  to 
the  barbaric  treatment  of  women,  espe- 
cially in  Saudi  Arabia  and  Afghanistan 
under  the  Taliban.  On  the  right,  so-called 
neo-cons  like  William  Kristol  and  Robert 
Kagan  contended  that  Islamic  fundamen- 
talism had  become  a serious  threat  to 
America’s  global  interests. 

The  anti-Western  jihadism  of  Osama 
bin  Laden  is  the  converse  of  the  U.S. 
“human  rights”  imperialism  expounded 
by  the  likes  of  Friedman,  who  supported 
the  U.S.  invasion  and  occupation  of  Iraq 
in  2003  in  the  name  of  creating  a “secular 
democratic  society”  in  the  Arab/Islamic 
world.  Contrary  to  both  the  bin  Ladens 


and  Friedmans,  the  aim  of  the  imperi- 
alists is  not  to  create  secular  democra- 
cies in  the  Near  East  or  elsewhere  in  the 
Third  World.  The  shell  of  “democracy” 
by  which  the  capitalists  disguise  their 
class  dictatorship  over  the  workers  they 
exploit  is  reserved  for  the  wealthier  capi- 
talist states.  In  plundering  the  neocolo- 
nial  countries,  imperialism  perpetuates 
the  backward  social,  economic  and  cul- 
tural conditions  that  sustain  religion.  At 
the  same  time,  the  penetration  of  these 
countries  by  imperialist  capital  creates 
elements  of  a modern  infrastructure  and 
a proletariat — the  potential  gravedigger  of 
bourgeois  rule. 

In  the  1848  Communist  Manifesto , Karl 
Marx  and  Friedrich  Engels  devoted  a brief 
section  to  “feudal  socialism,”  a current 
of  Christian  intellectuals  tied  to  the  old 
aristocracies.  These  Christians  denounced 
modern  bourgeois  society — its  materialis- 
tic values  and  glorification  of  individual 
competitiveness — from  a reactionary  ide- 
ological outlook  expressed  in  an  idealized 
version  of  medieval  European  society.  By 
analogy,  one  can  describe  Al  Qaeda  and 
the  other  jihadist  groups  as  “feudal  anti- 
imperialists,” opposing  Western  domi- 
nation of  the  Arab/Islamic  world  in  the 
name  of  an  idealized  version  of  medieval 
Islamic  society  and  polity. 

Resurrecting  “Feudal  Socialism” 

“Nothing  is  easier  than  to  give  Christian 

asceticism  a Socialist  tinge." 

— Communist  Manifesto 

A present-day  version  of  “feudal  so- 
cialism" has  been  propagated  by  Terry 
Eagleton,  who,  moreover,  claims  to  be 
a Marxist.  A professor  of  English  lit- 
erature in  Britain,  Eagleton  published  a 
polemical  book  against  the  "new  athe- 
ists,” Reason,  Faith,  and  Revolution: 
Reflections  on  the  God  Debate  (2009). 
in  which  he  derisively  refers  to  Richard 
Dawkins  and  Christopher  Hitchens  as 
“Ditchkins.”  This  work  is  a defense  of  reli- 
gion, in  particular  a leftist  current  in  the 
Roman  Catholic  church  (mainly  in  Latin 


America)  called  “liberation  theology.” 
Eagleton  condemns  modern  capitalist 
society  as  a spiritual  wasteland  given  over 
to  hedonistic  individualism  and  the  satis- 
faction of  creature  comforts  on  the  cheap: 
‘The  advanced  capitalist  system  is  inher- 
ently atheistic.  It  is  godless  in  its  actual 
material  practices,  and  in  the  values  and 
beliefs  implicit  in  them,  whatever  some 
of  its  apologists  might  piously  aver....  A 
society  of  packaged  fulfillment,  admin- 
istered desire,  managerialized  politics, 
and  consumerist  economics  is  unlikely  to 
cut  to  the  kind  of  depth  where  theological 
questions  can  even  be  properly  raised.” 
This  book  came  out  at  the  very  moment 
that  the  capitalist  world  plunged  into  the 
worst  economic  downturn  since  the  Great 
Depression  of  the  1930s.  In  Britain,  work- 
ing people  and  the  poor  have  been  sub- 
jected to  savage  government-imposed 
austerity  carried  out  in  the  interests  of 
the  financial  moguls  of  the  City  of  Lon- 
don. One  would  like  to  see  Eagleton  go 
into  a working-class  pub  in  London  or  the 
Midlands  and  spout  off  about  the  evils  of 
“packaged  fulfillment”  and  “consumer 
economics.”  Barring  divine  intervention 
on  his  behalf,  he  would  encounter  a pretty 
ugly  response. 

While  having  a special  fondness  for 
Catholic  “liberation  theology,”  Eagleton 
also  has  a good  word  for  the  moral  rec- 
titude and  old-fashioned  values  of  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists:  “In  the  teeth  of  what 
it  decries  as  a hedonistic,  relativistic  cul- 
ture, Christian  fundamentalism  seeks  to 
reinstate  order,  chastity,  thrift,  hard  work, 
self-discipline,  and  responsibility,  all  val- 
ues that  a godless  consumerism  threatens 
to  rout.”  Identifying  “true”  Christianity 
with  sympathy  for  the  poor  and  down- 
trodden, Eagleton  willfully  disregards 
“the  wealthy  are  god’s  chosen  people” 
ethos  of  today’s  Christian  fundamental- 
ism in  the  one  country  where  its  adherents 
wield  real  political  influence:  the  United 
States.  American  evangelical  Protestants 
have  added  two  commandments  to  the 
ten  handed  down  to  Moses  by  Jehovah  on 
Mount  Sinai:  “Thou  shalt  not  tax  the  rich” 
and  “Thou  shalt  not  feed  and  give  succor 
to  the  poor.” 

For  Eagleton,  the  socialist  movement, 
like  Christianity,  is  animated  by  altruism 
(love  of  one’s  fellow  man),  not  the  mate- 
rial interests  of  the  working  class: 

“For  the  liberal  humanist  legacy  to  which 
Ditchkins  is  indebted,  love  can  really  be 
understood  only  in  personal  terms.  It  is 
not  an  item  in  his  political  lexicon,  and 
would  sound  merely  embarrassing  were  it 
to  turn  up  there....  The  concept  of  politi- 
cal love,  one  imagines,  would  make  little 
sense  to  Ditchkins.  Yet  something  like 
this  is  the  ethical  basis  for  socialism.” 
Yes,  organizations  claiming  to  be  social- 
ist have  attracted  idealistic  intellectuals, 
some  from  very  privileged  social  back- 
grounds, motivated  by  sympathy  for  the 
exploited  and  oppressed  masses.  However, 
the  socialist  movement  has  always  been 
based  on  politically  advanced  workers, 
whose  purpose  is  to  qualitatively  raise 
the  material  conditions  (living  standards) 
of  their  class  and  all  those  on  the  bottom, 
continued  on  page  8 
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Jakarta,  October  1965:  Chinese  student  being  victimized  during  roundup  of 
Communists.  More  than  a million  Communists,  workers,  peasants  and  ethnic 
Chinese  were  massacred  by  Indonesian  military,  Islamic  fundamentalists  in 
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Reuters 

Moscow,  1995:  Russian  president  Boris  Yeltsin  with  Orthodox  Patriarch  Alexy 
II  (on  his  right)  and  other  church  figures  at  Kremlin  three  years  after  capital- 
ist counterrevolution. 


Atheists... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

fighting  for  an  egalitarian  society.  For 
Marxists,  the  ultimate  goal  is  a society 
based  on  material  superabundance , a nec- 
essary condition  to  fully  realize  the  cre- 
ative capacities  of  all  its  members.  Conse- 
quently, underlying  communism  is  a level 
of  labor  productivity  far  greater  than  in 
today’s  advanced  capitalist  economies. 

As  Marx  explained  in  Outlines  of  the 
Critique  of  Political  Economy  (1857-58), 
the  development  of  a collectivized  econ- 
omy would  see  the  “free  development  of 
individualities”  and  hence  “in  general  the 
reduction  of  the  necessary  labour  of  soci- 
ety to  a minimum,  to  which  then  corre- 
sponds the  artistic,  scientific,  etc.,  devel- 
opment of  individuals,  made  possible  by 
the  time  thus  set  free  and  the  means  pro- 
duced for  all  of  them.” 

In  Defense  of  Marxism 

The  “new  atheists”  are  hostile  to  Marx- 
ism. At  the  same  time,  they  feel  compelled 
to  answer  their  theistic  antagonists  who 
raise  the  mass  murder  carried  out  by  the 
regime  of  J.V.  Stalin  in  the  Soviet  Union 
in  the  1930s.  That  regime  claimed  athe- 
istic materialism  as  an  important  compo- 
nent of  its  formal  ideology.  Dawkins  and 
his  cothinkers  contend  that  the  crimes  of 
Stalin  were  not  motivated  by  atheism  as 
such  but  rather  by  a religious-like  belief 
in  Marxist  doctrine.  Dawkins  links  Stalin 
and  Hitler,  a lying  amalgam  often  made 
by  bourgeois  ideologues  (see  “ Black 
Book : Anti-Communist  Big  Lie,”  WVNo. 
692,  5 June  1998).  He  wrote  in  The  God 
Delusion : 

"Stalin  was  an  atheist  and  Hitler  prob- 
ably wasn’t;  but  even  if  he  was,  the  bot- 
tom line  of  the  Stalin/Hitler  debating 
point  is  very  simple.  Individual  atheists 
may  do  evil  things  but  they  don't  do  evil 
things  in  the  name  of  atheism.  Stalin 
and  Hitler  did  extremely  evil  things,  in 
the  name  of.  respectively,  dogmatic  and 
doctrinaire  Marxism,  and  an  insane  and 
unscientific  eugenics  theory  tinged  with 
sub-Wagnerian  ravings." 

In  The  End  of  Faith,  Harris  similarly 
argues,  “Consider  the  millions  of  peo- 
ple who  were  killed  by  Stalin  and  Mao: 
although  these  tyrants  paid  lip  service  to 
rationality,  communism  was  little  more 
than  a political  religion.  At  the  heart  of  its 
apparatus  of  repression  and  terror  lurked 
a rigid  ideology,  to  which  generations  of 
men  and  women  were  sacrificed.”  Like 
almost  all  bourgeois  intellectuals,  the 
"new  atheists”  identify  Stalinism  with 
Marxism  and  Stalin’s  Russia  with  the  his- 
torical embodiment  of  Marxist  doctrine. 

V.I.  Lenin,  Leon  Trotsky  and  the  other 
leaders  of  the  1917  Bolshevik  Revolu- 
tion understood  that  socialism  could  be 
achieved  only  on  an  international  scale. 
They  viewed  the  October  Revolution  in 
Russia  as  sparking  a wave  of  proletarian 
socialist  revolutions  in  Central  and  West 
Europe,  ultimately  extending  to  North 
America.  However,  under  the  conditions 
of  imperialist  encirclement  and  economic 
backwardness,  in  the  1920s  the  Soviet 
workers  state  underwent  a bureaucratic 
degeneration,  as  analyzed  by  Trotsky  in 
The  Revolution  Betrayed  (1936).  The  rule 


of  a parasitic  bureaucratic  caste  was  con- 
solidated by  Stalin’s  murderous  regime 
and  expressed  ideologically  in  the  anti- 
Marxist  doctrine  of  building  “socialism 
in  one  country.” 

As  Trotsky  explained  in  the  1938  Tran- 
sitional Program,  the  founding  document 
of  the  Fourth  International: 

“The  Soviet  Union  emerged  from  the 
October  Revolution  as  a workers’  state. 
State  ownership  of  the  means  of  produc- 
tion, a necessary  prerequisite  to  socialist 
development,  opened  up  the  possibility  of 
rapid  growth  of  the  productive  forces.  But 
the  apparatus  of  the  workers’  state  under- 
went a complete  degeneration  at  the  same 
time:  it  was  transformed  from  a weapon 
of  the  working  class  into  a weapon  of 
bureaucratic  violence  against  the  work- 
ing class  and  more  and  more  a weapon  for 
the  sabotage  of  the  country’s  economy. 
The  bureaucratization  of  a backward  and 
isolated  workers’  state  and  the  transfor- 
mation of  the  bureaucracy  into  an  all- 
powerful  privileged  caste  constitute  the 
most  convincing  refutation — not  only 
theoretically  but  this  time  practically — 
of  the  theory  of  socialism  in  one  country. 
"The  USSR  thus  embodies  terrific  contra- 
dictions. But  it  still  remains  a degenerated 
workers'  state.  Such  is  the  social  diag- 
nosis. The  political  prognosis  has  an  alter- 
native character:  either  the  bureaucracy, 
becoming  ever  more  the  organ  of  the 
world  bourgeoisie  in  the  workers’  state, 
will  overthrow  the  new  forms  of  properly 
and  plunge  the  country  back  to  capitalism; 
or  the  working  class  will  crush  the  bureauc- 
racy and  open  the  way  to  socialism.” 

In  1991-92,  the  negative  of  the  two 
basic  historical  alternatives  projected  by 
Trotsky — capitalist  counterrevolution — 
came  to  pass. 

The  “new  atheists”  not  only  falsely 
identify  Marxism  with  Stalinism  but  also 
falsify  Marxism  as  such.  Daniel  Dennett 
is  particularly  vulgar  and  contemptuous 
in  his  caricature  of  Marxism  in  Breaking 
the  Spell. 

“Remember  Marxism?  It  used  to  be  a 
sour  sort  of  fun  to  tease  Marxists  about 
the  contradictions  in  some  of  their  pet 
ideas.  The  revolution  of  the  proletariat 
was  inevitable,  good  Marxists  believed, 
but  if  so,  why  were  they  so  eager  to 
enlist  us  in  their  cause?  If  it  was  going  to 
happen  anyway,  it  was  going  to  happen 
with  or  without  our  help.  But  of  course 
the  inevitability  that  Marxists  believe 
in  is  one  that  depends  on  the  growth  of 
the  movement  and  all  its  political  action. 
There  were  Marxists  working  very  hard 


to  bring  about  the  revolution,  and  it  was 
comforting  to  them  to  believe  that  their 
success  was  guaranteed  in  the  long  run." 

As  a matter  of  fact,  the  beginning  of  the 
first  section  of  Marx’s  most  famous  and 
widejy  read  work,  the  Communist  Mani- 
festo, clearly  states  that  while  the  class 
struggle  is  inevitable,  the  outcome  is  not: 
“The  history  of  all  hitherto  existing  soci- 
ety is  the  history  of  class  struggles. 
“Freeman  and  slave,  patrician  and  ple- 
beian, lord  and  serf,  guild-master  and 
journeyman,  in  a word,  oppressor  and 
oppressed,  stood  in  constant  opposition  to 
one  another,  carried  on  an  uninterrupted, 
now  hidden,  now  open  fight,  a fight  that 
each  time  ended,  either  in  a revolutionary 
re-constitution  of  society  at  large,  or  in  the 
common  ruin  of  the  contending  classes.” 
Half  a century  later,  the  revolutionary 
Marxist  Rosa  Luxemburg  posed  the  his- 
torical alternatives  facing  mankind  as 
"socialism  or  barbarism.”  With  the  devel- 
opment and  deployment  of  nuclear  weap- 
ons, the  profit-driven  capitalist-imperialist 
system  threatens  to  destroy  civilization 
and  even  exterminate  the  human  race. 

It  is  common  for  bourgeois-liberal  intel- 


lectuals, especially  those  who  describe 
themselves  as  secular  humanists,  to  argue 
that  Marxism  is  a form  of  teleological 
idealism  derived  from  the  philosophy  of 
Hegel.  Attributed  to  Marx  is  the  idea  that 
the  historical  development  of  society  will 
necessarily  culminate  in  communism. 
Marxism  is  presented  and  condemned  as 
a kind  of  secularized  religion  in  which  the 
promise  of  a future  otherworldly  heaven 
is  replaced  by  the  promise  of  a future 
earthly  heaven. 

In  one  of  Marx’s  first  writings,  he 
explicitly  argued  against  a Hegelian-type 
teleological  concept  of  history.  The  Holy 
Family , written  in  1844  as  Marx’s  first 
collaborative  work  with  Engels,  states: 
"Hegel’s  conception  of  history  presup- 
poses an  Abstract  or  Absolute  Spirit 
which  develops  in  such  a way  that  man- 
kind is  a mere  mass  that  bears  the  Spirit 
with  a varying  degree  of  consciousness 
or  unconsciousness.  Within  empirical 
exoteric  history,  therefore.  Hegel  makes 
a speculative,  esoteric  history,  develop. 
The  history  of  mankind  becomes  the  his- 
tory of  the  Abstract  Spirit  of  mankind, 
hence  a spirit  far  removed  from  the  real 
man.... 

“ History  does  nothing,  it  ’possesses  no 
immense  wealth,'  it  'wages  no  battles.’  It 
is  man . real,  living  man  who  does  all  that, 
who  possesses  and  fights;  ‘history’  is  not. 
as  it  were,  a person  apart,  using  man  as  a 
means  to  achieve  its  own  aims;  history  is 
nothing  but  the  activity  of  man  pursuing 
his  aims."  (emphasis  in  original) 

In  the  political  realm,  the  bourgeois- 
rationalist  “new  atheists”  offer  at  best  a spe- 
cies of  liberal  reformism,  preferring  advice 
to  the  rulers  of  a capitalist  order  that,  at 
home  and  abroad,  inculcates  the  reaction- 
ary, anti-scientific  religious  beliefs  against 
which  Dawkins  et  al.  rail.  Marxists,  in  con- 
trast, strive  to  change  the  political  con- 
sciousness of  the  working  class  in  order  to 
effect  a revolutionary  change  in  social  con- 
ditions— i.e.,  the  overthrow  of  that  capitalist 
order — leading  to  the  erosion  and  final 
elimination  of  all  backwardness  and  super- 
stition. In  Marx’s  own  words:  "Philosophers 
have  only  interpreted  the  world  in  various 
ways;  the  point,  however,  is  to  change  it.”  ■ 


G.P  Putnam's  Sons,  Ltd 


Former  Orthodox  chapel  transformed  into  atheist  club  after  1917  Russian 
Revolution.  Banner  on  right  reads:  "Believing  in  God,  You  Help  the  Popes— 
Not  Believing  in  God,  You  Are  on  the  Road  to  Learning.” 
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COSATU  Congress:  Bureaucrats  Burn  Literature 
Supporting  Striking  Mineworkers 


The  following  letter  by  our  comrades 
in  South  Africa  was  sent  to  the  Congress 
of  South  African  Trade  Unions  on  Sep- 
tember 25. 

On  20  September,  supporters  of  Sparta- 
cist/South  Africa,  section  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League  (Fourth  Inter- 
nationalist), went  to  sell  our  literature  at 
the  1 1th  national  congress  of  COSATU.  An 
important  aim  of  ours  was  to  intersect  del- 
egates to  the  congress  who  are  outraged  at 
the  brutal  massacre  of  striking  minework- 
ers by  police  in  Marikana  on  16  August, 
and  who  feel  a sense  of  solidarity  with  the 
wildcat  strikes  in  Marikana  and  elsewhere. 

We  distributed  our  statement  of  23 
August  denouncing  the  massacre,  as  well 
as  the  latest  issue  (14  September)  of  Work- 
ers Vanguard , published  by  the  American 
section  of  the  1CL,  with  the  front-page 
headline:  “ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tops: 
Front  Men  for  Mining  Bosses — Strik- 
ing Miners  Defiant  After  Massacre."  Our 
placards  emphasised  the  need  for  labour 
solidarity  with  these  strikes,  something  our 
comrades  have  campaigned  for  internation- 
ally, demanding:  "Drop  All  the  Charges! 
Victory  to  the  Striking  Mineworkers!" 
Another  placard  underlined  the  Marxist 
understanding — bloodily  confirmed  by 
the  Marikana  massacre — that  the  cops 
are  not  workers  but  the  hired  guns  of  the 
bourgeoisie,  calling  for  “Cops  and  Security 
Guards  Out  of  the  Unions!"  A third  plac- 
ard pointed  to  the  need  for  working-class 
independence  from  bourgeois-nationalism 
and  a revolutionary  perspective  against 
neo-apartheid  capitalism:  “Break  With 
the  Bourgeois  Tripartite  Alliance!  For  a 
Black-Centred  Workers  Government!” 

While  quite  a number  of  delegates  were 
interested  in  checking  out  our  political  slo- 
gans and  literature  laying  out  our  broader 
programme  for  new  October  Revolutions 
and  the  genuine  communism  of  Lenin  and 
Trotsky,  some  others  were  not  very  happy 


South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

week  include  an  Anglo  Platinum  striker 
who  was  run  over  by  an  armored  police 
vehicle  and  an  ANC  councilor  killed  by  po- 
lice firing  on  a shantytown  near  Marikana. 

When  the  superexploited,  mainly  black 
working  class  fought  courageously  against 
the  apartheid  regime  in  the  1980s,  its 
struggles  won  widespread  sympathy  and 
support  from  workers  around  the  world, 
not  least  black  American  workers  who 
saw  in  apartheid  the  mirror  image  of  their 
own  oppression.  Today  the  South  African 
proletariat’s  fight  against  the  same  capi- 
talist exploiters  demands  active  solidar- 
ity by  miners  and  other  trade  unionists 
internationally.  Drop  all  charges  against 
arrested  strikers!  Free  all  those  behind 
bars!  Military  out  of  the  mining  areas! 

The  South  African  ruling  class  and  its 
financial  senior  partners  in  London  and 
New  York  dread  the  prospect  that  the  mech- 
anisms put  in  place  to  control  black  labor — 
arbitration  courts,  nationally  negotiated 
contracts,  etc. — are  breaking  down.  After 
the  strike  wave  hit  AngloGold  Ashanti,  the 
world’s  third-largest  bullion  producer,  the 
Financial  Times  (21  September)  noted  that 
gold  companies  had  wrongly  assumed  they 
would  be  spared  because  they  “use  collec- 
tive bargaining"  and  because  the  Asso- 
ciation of  Mineworkers  and  Construction 
Union  (AMCU),  which  led  many  of  the 
striking  platinum  miners,  has  "a  much 
weaker  presence  in  gold  mining,  where 
the  NUM  dominates."  The  article  contin- 
ued: "But  the  unrest  has  shown  workers 
becoming  increasingly  frustrated  with 
their  union  representatives  and  taking  uni- 
lateral action  that  exacerbates  tensions  and 
complicates  negotiations.”  NUM  spokes- 
man Lesiba  Seshoka  is  quoted  moaning 
that  the  "contagious"  wage  demands  "will 
undermine  collective  bargaining  and  that’s 


to  see  us.  The  latter  certainly  included 
members  of  POPCRU,  the  cop  “union” 
affiliated  to  COSATU.  and  some  top 
bureaucrats  from  the  National  Union  of 
Mineworkers  (NUM)  who  had  notoriously 
denounced  the  Marikana  strikers  and 
called  for  state  repression  against  them 
both  before  and  after  the  16  August  mas- 
sacre. After  our  comrades  had  been  at  the 
congress  venue  for  about  an  hour,  a group 
of  bureaucrats — unable  to  answer  our  crit- 
icisms with  political  arguments — decided 
to  use  their  fists  to  silence  our  support  to 
the  striking  rock  drillers  and  opposition  to 
the  neo-apartheid  massacre.  An  organised 
group  of  10-15  bureaucratic  thugs  moved 
in  on  our  comrades,  roughed  them  up.  over- 
turned our  literature  table  and  set  fire  to 
our  newspapers  and  placards.  A number  of 
delegates  who  witnessed  the  attack  voiced 
their  protest  against  this  thuggish  method 
of  silencing  political  opponents,  but  the 
bureaucrats  were  not  listening  to  anybody. 

While  immediately  directed  at  our 
comrades,  the  point  of  this  attack  was  to 
deliver  a threat  against  anyone  who  would 
fight  within  COSATU  for  working-class 
solidarity  with  the  wildcat  minework- 
ers’ strikes  or  take  a stand  against  the 
pro-capitalist  bureaucrats’  stranglehold 
over  the  unions.  The  Lonmin  minework- 
ers waged  a six- week  long,  determined 
struggle  against  the  mine  owners,  defying 
bloody  repression  by  the  capitalist  govern- 
ment while  being  stabbed  in  the  back  by 
the  NUM/COSATU  tops.  And  they  won  an 
important  victory,  on  18  September,  Lon- 
min agreed  to  substantial  wage  increases 
for  rock  drill  operators  and  other  workers. 
The  COSATU  bureaucrats  fear  that  other 
sections  of  the  working  class,  inspired  by 
this,  will  take  the  road  of  class  struggle, 
thereby  upsetting  the  cosy  relationship  of 
the  bureaucrats  with  the  capitalists  and 
their  government.  That’s  why  the  Alli- 
ance tops  are  now  denouncing  the  Lon- 


going to  be  chaos.”  Fearing  just  that,  the 
mining  bosses  called  the  NUM  leadership 
into  an  emergency  meeting  at  the  Cham- 
ber of  Mines  on  September  21. 

South  Africa  reveals  in  the  rawest 
form  some  basic  truths  about  the  capital- 
ist profit  system.  It  took  class  war  for  the 
Marikana  miners  to  win  a pay  hike  that 
barely  begins  to  redress  the  miserable 
wage  structure  inherited  from  apartheid. 
That  settlement  excludes  the  9,000  even 
more  miserably  paid  workers — nearly 
one-fourth  of  the  mine’s  workforce — 
supplied  by  bloodsucking  labor  brokers 
(contractors),  whose  role  in  the  economy 
has  grown  since  the  days  of  apartheid.  A 
crucial  lesson  that  the  August  16  massacre 
should  burn  into  workers’  consciousness  is 
the  role  of  the  bourgeois  state  as  an  organ 
for  the  violent  suppression  of  the  exploited 
and  the  oppressed  in  the  service  of  capital- 


min bosses  for  “caving  in"  to  the  wildcat 
strike.  According  to  the  Mail  & Guardian 
online  (19  September),  on  the  day  of  the 
settlement,  COSATU  general  secretary 
Zwelinzima  Vavi  complained  via  Twitter: 
“Cosatu  and  NUM  will  have  to  act  fast 
or  this  deal  can  collapse  the  [sic]  every 
bargaining  system  in  place... it  can  com- 
municates [sic]  the  message  workers  can 
lead  themselves  and  get  what  they  want.” 

The  Marikana  massacre  and  its  after- 
math  are  exposing  the  truly  gruesome, 
viciously  racist  nature  of  neo-apartheid 
capitalism  for  all  to  see.  Some  78  work- 
ers were  injured  and  at  least  34  killed, 
many  of  them  hunted  down  and  shot  in 
what  amounted  to  a killing  spree  by  the 
cops.  Marikana  shows  that  the  blood  of 
black  workers  is  just  as  cheap  today,  in 
the  "new"  South  Africa,  as  it  was  under 
apartheid  rule.  And  it  shows  what  we 
have  repeatedly  emphasised  from  1994 
on:  the  leaders  of  the  bourgeois  AN C/ 
SACP/COSATU  Tripartite  Alliance  are 
the  enforcers  of  neo-apartheid  capital- 
ist misery  for  the  majority  black  masses, 
defending  the  rule  of  the  (overwhelmingly 
white)  mine  bosses,  Randlords,  and  their 
imperialist  senior  partners. 

This  is  clearly  shown  by  the  role  played  by 
the  NUM  misleaders.  They  have  defended 
the  cops  and  repeatedly  demanded  repres- 
sion against  the  strike  leaders  and  particu- 
larly the  Association  of  Mineworkers  and 
Construction  Union  (AMCU).  which  many 
workers  have  been  joining  out  of  disgust 
with  the  NUM  bureaucracy’s  betrayals. 
Immediately  after  the  massacre,  NUM 
general  secretary  Frans  Baleni  said  in  a 
radio  interview:  “The  police  were  patient, 
but  these  people  were  extremely  armed 
with  dangerous  weapons." 

At  COSATU’s  national  congress,  Baleni 
was  joined  by  Alliance  tops  like  SACP 
general  secretary  (and  minister  of  higher 
education)  Blade  Nzimande  in  denouncing 


ist  rule  and  profits.  The  fact  that  “Commu- 
nists” like  SACP  national  secretary  Blade 
Nzimande  have  ministerial  positions  does 
not  change  the  nature  of  that  state  one  bit. 

The  mine  strikes  demonstrate  the  enor- 
mous social  power  of  the  proletariat.  But 
the  South  African  proletariat  cannot  real- 
ize its  revolutionary  potential  when  it  is 
tied  to  its  exploiters  through  the  ANC 
and  its  bourgeois-nationalist  ideology. 
While  the  ANC  gained  enormous  author- 
ity among  the  oppressed  masses  in  the 
struggle  against  apartheid,  its  commitment 
to  private  property  meant  that  it  could  not 
deliver  on  the  promise  of  liberation. 

After  18  years  of  neo-apartheid.  South 
Africa  is  marked  by  the  continuing  des- 
perate poverty  of  the  non-white  majority 
and  mass  unemployment.  Angry  protests 
by  township  dwellers  demanding  housing 
and  basic  services  are  so  commonplace 


the  mineworkers  and  crying  out  for  more 
state  repression.  In  a speech  to  the  con- 
gress on  17  September.  Nzimande  railed 
against  “lumpen-patriarchal  networks" 
supposedly  duping  and  intimidating  the 
mineworkers,  and  declared  brazenly:  “The 
SACP  fully  supports  government’s  crack- 
down on  the  illegal  carrying  of  weapons, 
on  intimidation  and  on  incitement  to  vio- 
lence. The  ring-leaders  must  be  dealt  with 
and  separated  from  the  mass  of  misled 
strikers  (many  of  whom  are  not  actually 
employees  of  Lonmin  or  even  workers).” 

The  SACP  and  COSATU  leaders  have 
a problem:  after  more  than  18  years  of  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  in  power,  anger  at  con- 
tinued neo-apartheid  oppression  is  erupt- 
ing at  the  base  of  society,  including  among 
many  SACP  and  COSATU  members,  who 
are  fed  up  with  their  leadership’s  repeated 
betrayals  of  working-class  struggles  in 
the  name  of  the  bourgeois  Alliance.  The 
Marikana  massacre  has  become  a focal 
point  for  that  anger. 

According  to  online  reports  by  the  bour- 
geois papers  Mail  & Guardian  and  Daily 
Maverick,  the  bureaucrats  who  burned  our 
literature  then  marched  into  the  congress 
hall  singing  pro-Zuma  songs,  which  led  to 
a shouting  match  between  pro-  and  anti- 
Zuma  delegates.  We  oppose  all  factions 
of  the  bourgeois  ANC  and  fight  to  win 
working-class  militants  to  breaking  from 
the  Tripartite  Alliance  along  class  lines. 
For  years,  the  workers’  interests  have 
been  sold  out  in  the  name  of  the  bourgeois 
Alliance  and  support  for  this  or  that  bour- 
geois politician — before  [the  ANC  con- 
ference in]  Polokwane  2007  it  was  Zuma 
vs.  Mbeki;  now,  before  Mangaung  2012, 
it  is  Zuma  vs.  Motlanthe/Malema.  This  is 
just  a squabble  over  which  representative 
of  the  class  enemy  to  back,  and  we  reject 
the  whole  swindle:  The  interests  of  the 
working  class  are  irreconcilably  counter- 
posed  to  those  of  the  bourgeoisie.  To  get 
rid  of  neo-apartheid  capitalist  misery,  the 
workers  need  a leadership  which  is  inde- 
pendent of  and  opposed  to  all  wings  of  the 
bourgeoisie  and  their  repressive  state.  We 
remain  steadfast  in  our  fight  to  build  the 
revolutionary  internationalist  vanguard 
party  needed  to  achieve  this.  ■ 


that  the  roadblocks  are  reported  as  routine 
traffic  news.  And  now  the  ANC  is  mark- 
ing its  100th  anniversary  with  the  slaugh- 
ter of  striking  black  workers!  Meanwhile, 
the  ANC’s  labor  lieutenants  have  furi- 
ously tried  to  squelch  any  solidarity  with 
the  Marikana  miners.  Bureaucrats  at  the 
COSATU  congress  mobilized  a goon 
squad  to  attack  and  set  fire  to  a Sparta- 
cist/South  Africa  literature  table,  angered 
by  placards  denouncing  the  August  16 
massacre  and  calling  to  break  workers 
from  the  Tripartite  Alliance  (see  letter  to 
COSATU  on  this  page). 

Uniquely  on  the  South  African  left, 
our  South  African  comrades  have  always 
refused  on  principle  to  give  the  least  politi- 
cal support  to  the  Tripartite  Alliance,  a 
nationalist  popular  front.  As  the  SSA 
wrote  in  a leaflet  protesting  the  Mari- 
kana massacre  (reprinted  in  WV'No.  1007, 
31  August):  “Trade-union  militants  from 
COSATU  and  SACP  members  who  genu- 
inely want  to  fight  for  communism  must  be 
broken  from  the  pro-capitalist  programme 
of  these  organisations  and  won  to  a policy 
based  on  the  independence  of  the  working 
class  from  all  bourgeois-nationalist  forces." 
Those  forces  include  Julius  Malema,  a bour- 
geois politician  whose  racialist  demagogy 
obscures  the  class  divide  in  society.  Break- 
ing workers  from  the  Tripartite  Alliance  is 
crucial  to  the  task  of  forging  a revolution- 
ary workers  party  based  on  the  perspec- 
tive of  permanent  revolution,  which  was 
captured  in  the  conclusion  of  the  SSA 
statement  on  Lonmin: 

"The  national  oppression  endured  by  the 
black  majority,  imperialist  domination,  and 
many-layered  oppression  and  backward- 
ness characteristic  of  capitalism  in  South 
Africa  can  only  be  overcome  through 
workers  revolution,  extending  internation- 
ally. We  need  a black-centred  workers 
government . part  of  a socialist  federation 
of  Southern  Africa,  which  fights  like  hell 
to  link  up  with  workers  revolution  in  the 
imperialist  centres  and  create  an  interna- 
tional socialist  planned  economy.”* 


Workers  blockade  road  in  attempt  to  shut  down  Anglo  American  Platinum 
mine  in  North  West  Province,  September  12. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Leon  Trotsky  on  " The  Future  of  Man" 


We  reprint  below  the  concluding 
remarks  of  exiled  Bolshevik  leader 
Leon  Trotsky's  1932  speech  on  the 
Russian  Revolution,  titled  "In  Defence 
of  October,"  delivered  in  Copenhagen, 
Denmark.  This  excerpt  was  published 
in  the  July-August  1947  issue  of  Fourth 
International,  theoretical  journal  of 
the  then-Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers 
Party. 

* * * 

Between  nature  and  the  State  stands 
economic  life.  Technical  science  liber- 
ated man  from  the  tyranny  of  the  old 
elements — earth,  water,  fire  and  air — 
only  to  subject  him  to  its  own  tyranny. 
Man  ceased  to  be  a slave  to  nature,  to 
become  a slave  to  the  machine,  and  still 
worse,  a slave  to  supply  and  demand. 
The  present  world  crisis  testifies  in 
especially  tragic  fashion  how  man, 
who  dives  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean, 
who  rises  up  to  the  stratosphere,  who 
converses  on  invisible  waves  with  the 
Antipodes,  how  this  proud  and  dar- 


ing ruler  of  nature  remains  a slave  to 
the  blind  forces  of  his  own  economy. 
The  historical  task  of  our  epoch  con- 
sists in  replacing  the  uncontrolled  play 
of  the  market  by  reasonable  planning, 
in  disciplining  the  forces  of  produc- 
tion, compelling  them  to  work  together 
in  harmony  and  obediently  serve  the 
needs  of  mankind.  Only  on  this  new 
social  basis  will  man  be  able  to  stretch 
his  weary  limbs  and — every  man  and 
every  woman,  not  only  a selected  few — 
become  a citizen  with  full  power  in  the 
realm  of  thought. 

But  this  is  not  yet  the  end  of  the 
road.  No,  it  is  only  the  beginning.  Man 
calls  himself  the  crown  of  creation. 
He  has  a right  to  that  claim.  But  who 
has  asserted  that  present-day  man  is 
the  last  and  highest  representative  of 
the  species  Homo-sapiensl  No,  physi- 
cally as  well  as  spiritually  he  is  very 
far  from  perfection,  prematurely  born 
biologically,  with  feeble  thought  and 
has  not  produced  any  new  organic 
equilibrium. 


It  is  true  that  humanity  has  more  than 
once  brought  forth  giants  of  thought 
and  action,  who  tower  over  their  con- 
temporaries like  summits  in  a chain  of 
mountains.  The  human  race  has  a right 
to  be  proud  of  its  Aristotle,  Shake- 
speare, Darwin,  Beethoven,  Goethe, 
Marx,  Edison,  and  Lenin.  But  why  are 
they  so  rare?  Above  all,  because  almost 
without  exception,  they  came  out  of  the 
upper  and  middle  classes.  Apart  from 
rare  exceptions,  the  sparks  of  genius  in 
the  suppressed  depths  of  the  people  are 
choked  before  they  can  burst  into  flame. 
But  also  because  the  processes  of  creat- 
ing, developing  and  educating  a human 
being  have  been  and  remain  essentially 
a matter  of  chance,  not  illuminated  by 
theory  and  practice,  not  subjected  to 
consciousness  and  will. 

Anthropology,  biology,  physiology  and 
psychology  have  accumulated  moun- 
tains of  material  to  raise  up  before 
mankind  in  their  full  scope  the  tasks 
of  perfecting  and  developing  body 
and  spirit.  Psycho-analysis,  with  the 


inspired  hand  of  Sigmund  Freud,  has 
lifted  the  cover  of  the  well  which  is 
poetically  called  the  “soul.”  And  what 
has  been  revealed?  Our  conscious 
thought  is  only  a small  part  of  the  work 
of  the  dark  psychic  forces.  Learned  div- 
ers descend  to  the  bottom  of  the  ocean 
and  there  take  photographs  of  mysteri- 
ous fishes.  Human  thought,  descending 
to  the  bottom  of  its  own  psychic  sources, 
must  shed  light  on  the  most  mysterious 
driving  forces  of  the  soul  and  subject 
them  to  reason  and  to  will. 

Once  he  has  done  with  the  anarchic 
forces  of  his  own  society  man  will  set 
to  work  on  himself,  in  the  pestle  and 
the  retort  of  the  chemist.  For  the  first 
time  mankind  will  regard  itself  as  raw 
material,  or  at  best  as  a physical  and 
psychic  semi-finished  product.  Social- 
ism will  mean  a leap  from  the  realm  of 
necessity  into  the  realm  of  freedom  in 
this  sense  also,  that  the  man  of  today, 
with  all  his  contradictions  and  lack  of 
harmony,  will  open  the  road  for  a new 
and  happier  race. 


FBI  Raids... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

by  pugetsoundanarchists.org  and  saynoth- 
ing.info  notes,  “The  purpose  of  this  Grand 
Jury  seems  to  be  an  investigation  of  what 
occurred  in  downtown  Seattle  on  May  Day 
2012.”  At  that  march,  police  claim  that  75 
“Black  Bloc”  anarchists  allegedly  dam- 
aged branches  of  Wells  Fargo,  Bank  of 
America,  HSBC  and  Homestreet  banks,  a 
Nike  store  and  the  U.S.  Ninth  Circuit  Court 
of  Appeals.  Cops  assaulted  protesters  and 
arrested  at  least  eight  activists.  The  next 
day,  Seattle  police  chief  John  Diaz  stated, 
“I  am  convinced  there  are  a lot  of  people 
who  will  be  spending  some  quality  time 
in  prison  for  what  they  did  yesterday.”  It 
was  announced  the  same  day  that  a task 
force  was  formed  to  review  footage  from 
the  protest. 

One  of  the  Seattle  PD's  first  victims 
was  Cody  Ingram,  who  was  arrested  and 
charged  with  destruction  of  government 
property.  Ingram  spent  a month  in  jail 
before  pleading  guilty  to  a misdemeanor 
and  being  sentenced  to  time  served.  At 
his  hearing,  an  FBI  special  agent  accused 
him  of  saying  that  the  “government  needs 
to  be  replaced.”  (Last  we  knew,  that  was 
still  a democratic  right.)  Activist  Robert 
Ditrani  was  pressured  to  plead  guilty  on 
charges  of  disorderly  conduct  after  alleg- 
edly spitting  on  a cop. 

The  May  Day  protest  in  Seattle  was 
organized  as  part  of  a nationwide  “general 


strike”  initiated  by  the  last  holdouts  of  the 
populist  Occupy  movement,  who  issued 
flyers  and  posters  calling  for  “no  work, 
no  school,  no  shopping,  no  banking,  no 
chores.”  In  fact,  this  “general  strike”  was 
simply  a protest  that  in  no  way  shut  down 
production.  Notwithstanding  the  move- 
ment’s insistence  on  having  no  demands  at 
all,  the  program  embodied  in  the  Occupy 
protests  that  began  one  year  ago  is  sim- 
ple liberal  reform  that  is  very  much  in 
line  with  the  Democratic  Party.  Occupy’s 
slogan  “We  are  the  99  percent”  denies 
the  fundamental  class  division  in  society 
between  the  capitalists  and  the  proletariat. 

While  exposing  its  tepid  reformism, 
we  have  defended  and  do  defend  Occupy 
against  all  attacks  by  the  capitalist  state. 
Similarly,  while  the  political  bankruptcy 
of  anarchism  has  been  evident  particularly 
since  the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917,  it  is 
the  duty  of  all  opponents  of  capitalist  state 
repression  to  come  to  their  defense  now. 

Since  the  beginning  of  the  Occupy 
movement,  the  protesters  have  been  hit 
with  vicious  state  repression.  Brutal  crack- 
downs swept  cities  across  the  U.S.  last 
November,  and  Democratic  Party  mayors 
carried  out  most  of  them.  So-called  “pro- 
gressive” Democrat  Jean  Quan,  mayor  of 
Oakland,  admitted  to  participating  in  a 
conference  call  with  officials  from  18  cit- 
ies nationwide  to  discuss  how  to  disperse 
the  encampments  last  year.  The  state 
continues  to  persecute  the  few  remain- 
ing Occupy  activists,  as  evidenced  by  the 
Northwest  raids  and  the  arrests  of  185 


protesters  in  New  York  on  September  17 
during  the  anniversary  of  Occupy  Wall 
Street.  Drop  all  the  charges! 

The  FBI  raids,  the  grand  jury  subpoe- 
nas and  the  arrests  of  political  activists  are 
of  a piece  with  the  vicious  attacks  on  civil 
liberties  that  have  been  carried  out  under 
both  Democratic  and  Republican  adminis- 
trations. The  government’s  prohibition  of 
“material  support  to  terrorism”  originated 
with  the  1996  Antiterrorism  and  Effective 
Death  Penalty  Act  under  Clinton  and  was 
expanded  by  Bush’s  “war  on  terror”  Patriot 
Act  following  the  September  1 1 attacks. 

For  his  part,  Obama  renewed  the  Patriot 
Act  and  added  to  this  arsenal  of  repression 
the  indefinite  military  detention  of  U.S. 
civilians  and  legalized  political  assas- 
sination of  citizens  abroad  (see  “Obama 
Ramps  Up  ‘War  on  Terror’  at  Home,” 
WV  No.  993,  6 January).  A 21  June  2010 
Supreme  Court  ruling  expanded  the  defi- 
nition of  “material  support  to  terrorism” 
to  include  engaging  in  political  advocacy 
of  groups  deemed  enemies  of  the  state. 


The  state  began  its  “war  on  terror”  by 
targeting  Muslims,  but  the  laws  crafted  to 
justify  state  terror  are  increasingly  used 
against  anyone  advocating  ideas  contrary 
to  the  status  quo  (see  “More  Subpoenas 
Against  Midwest  Leftists:  FBI  Infiltration 
Exposed,”  WV  No.  973, 4 February  201 1). 
Dissenters  are  deemed  “enemies  of  the 
state”  or  “terrorists” — i.e.,  people  with 
no  rights  the  state  is  bound  to  respect  and 
to  whom  the  government  can  do  anything. 

The  ultimate  target  of  “anti-terror” 
and  other  measures  of  repression  is  the 
multiracial  working  class,  which  has  the 
social  power  and  objective  historic  inter- 
est to  overthrow  the  capitalist  order.  The 
Spartacist  League  and  its  youth  auxiliary, 
the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs,  aim  to  build 
the  vanguard  workers  party  necessary  to 
establish  working-class  rule  and  put  the 
system  of  racism,  poverty  and  war  out  of 
business  once  and  for  all. 

Defend  the  Northwest  grand  jury  resist- 
ers! Free  the  imprisoned  Occupy  protest- 
ers! Down  with  police  and  FBI  raids!  ■ 


Spartacist  League/SYC  Forums 


Elections  2012: 

Wall  Street  Democrats  vs. 
Wall  Street  Republicans 

We  Need  an  All  New  Ruling  Class— the  Workers! 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events 


LOS  ANGELES 


Wednesday,  October  10,  6:30  p.m. 
Introduction  to 
Revolutionary  Marxism 

UCLA,  Bunche  Hall,  Room  2173 
For  more  information:  (213)380-8239 
slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  October  2,  7 p.m. 
What  is  Communism? 
The  Communist  Manifesto : 
A Guide  to  Action 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 
138th  St.  and  Amsterdam  Ave. 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
nysl@tiac.net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 


TORONTO 


Wednesday,  October  10,  6:30  p.m. 
Down  With  the  Imperialist  EU! 
For  a Socialist 
United  States  of  Europe! 

UofT,  Sidney  Smith  Hall,  Room  2104 
100  St.  George  Street 
Information  and  readings:  (416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Thursday,  October  11,6  p.m. 
Harper’s  Creeping  Police  State: 
“War  on  Crime” 
Targets  Minorities,  Activists, 
Labour...  Everyone 

UBC,  Irving  Barber  Learning  Centre 
Room  157 

Information  and  readings:  (604)  687-0353 
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 


NEW  YORK 


Saturday 

September  29,  4 p.m. 

322  W.  48th  St.,  1st  FI.,  Manhattan 
(Between  8th  and  9th  Avenues; 
take  A,  C or  E train  to  42nd  St.) 

For  info:  (212)  267-1025  • nysl@tiac.net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday 

October  13,  3 p.m. 

Metropolitan  Community  Church 
4953  Franklin  Avenue 
(four  blocks  west  of  Vermont) 

For  info:  (213)  380-8239  • slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


Trotskyist  League  of  Canada  Forums 


Lessons  of  the  Struggles  in  Quebec 


oiuueiiu*.  Huy  wun  me  working 
For  Revolutionary  Leadership! 


TORONTO 


Saturday,  September  29,  7 p.m. 

OISE,  Room  to  be  announced 
252  Bloor  Street  West 
(at  St.  George  subway) 

For  info:  (416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Wednesday,  October  3,  6:30  p.m. 

Creekside  Community  Centre 
1 Athletes  Way 
Multipurpose  Room  1 
For  info:  (604)  687-0353 
trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Death  Penalty... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

these  prisoners  is  Kevin  Cooper,  a black 
man  framed  up  for  the  killing  of  a white 
family  in  1983.  In  2004,  only  hours  before 
he  was  to  be  strapped  to  the  death  chamber 
gurney.  Cooper  was  granted  a stay  of  exe- 
cution. Despite  overwhelming  evidence  of 
his  innocence  and  a more  than  100-page 
opinion  by  Judge  William  Fletcher  of  the 
Ninth  Circuit  Court  of  Appeal  arguing  that 
the  “State  of  California  may  be  about  to 
execute  an  innocent  man,”  in  2009  the  U.S. 
Supreme  Court  ruled  against  Cooper’s 
appeal  of  his  sentence. 

Cooper  argues  that  the  SAFE  Act’s 
repeal  of  all  avenues  of  appeal  for  those 
now  sentenced  to  death  is  “a  step  back- 
wards in  our  ability  to  challenge  our  con- 
victions.’’ condemning  them  to  life  behind 
bars  in  prisons  "worse  than  death  row.” 
It  is  a profoundly  searing  indictment  of 
this  country’s  judicial  system  that  some 
prisoners  prefer  a death  sentence  on  the 
grounds  that  this  provides  some  means 
to  prove  their  innocence  and  avoids  the 
worse  day-to-day  violence  and  torture  in 
the  maximum-security  prison  chambers. 
The  accused  and  convicted  should  get  the 
best  representation  possible  and  the  ben- 
efit of  all  legal  redress.  Nonetheless,  as 
Cooper’s  case  itself  demonstrates,  death 
penalty  appeals  provide  little  more  than  a 
facade  of  “due  process." 

In  California,  the  death  sentence  carries 
one  automatic  appeal  to  the  state  Supreme 
Court.  According  to  a 201 1 report  by  senior 
U.S.  Appeals  court  judge  Arthur  L.  Alar- 
c6n  and  Professor  Paula  M.  Mitchell  of  the 
Loyola  Law  School  Los  Angeles,  the  aver- 
age wait  between  the  original  conviction 
and  a decision  by  the  California  Supreme 
Court  is  ten  years,  and  the  death  sentence 
has  been  upheld  in  more  than  90  percent 
of  the  cases.  In  state  habeas  petitions, 
inmates  wait  eight  to  ten  years  simply  for 
appointment  of  counsel.  Since  1978,  new 
evidentiary  hearings  have  been  granted  in 
just  31  of  the  689  appeals  filed.  Only  after 
all  state  appeals  have  been  exhausted  can 
death  row  prisoners  file  habeas  petitions 
with  the  federal  courts.  Of  the  970  people 
condemned  to  death  in  California  since 
1978,  only  54  have  obtained  new  trials 
from  such  appeals;  32  other  death  row 
prisoners  died  awaiting  a decision. 

A major  obstacle  in  this  Kafkaesque 
maze  of  appeals  is  finding  a lawyer  with 
the  qualifications  and  resources  to  take 
on  a habeas  petition.  As  San  Quentin 
death  row  prisoner  Darrell  Lomax  wrote: 
“There  are  over  300  people  on  death  row 
in  California  who  have  been  here  for  over 
10  years,  myself  included,  who  have  not 
yet  received  appointment  of  counsel.  I have 
been  waiting  over  15  years  to  clear  my 
name”  ( Socialist  Worker,  12  April). 

We  profoundly  sympathize  with  Cooper 
and  other  death  house  inmates  who  oppose 
the  SAFE  Act.  Confined  to  cages  within 
cages,  behind  layer  after  layer  of  stone 
walls,  iron  gates  and,  beset  by  sadistic 
screws,  the  measure  appears  to  deprive 
them  of  the  sole  possibility  of  relief,  no 
matter  how  remote,  in  the  racist  capitalist 
courts.  They  don’t  see  the  possibility  of 
working-class  and  other  social  struggle 
outside  the  prison  walls  that  might  change 
their  fate.  And  little  wonder,  as  there  has 
been  precious  little  struggle,  thanks  above 
all  to  the  endless  betrayals  by  the  trade- 
union  misleaders. 

But  the  executed  have  no  appeals.  Any 
fight  for  their  freedom  is  forever  silenced 
by  death.  As  another  prisoner  on  San 
Quentin’s  death  row,  Donald  Ray  Young, 
wrote:  "We  said  ‘I  am  Troy  Davis.’  Many 
of  us  said  that  we  were  Stanley  Tookie 
Williams.  Cameron  Todd  Dillingham  was 
another  innocent  person  on  death  row;  the 
Texas  criminal  justice  system  executed 
him  in  our  name.  If  we  had  abolished 
capital  punishment,  all  three  of  these  men 
would  still  be  alive,  able  to  prove  their 
innocence  to  the  world.  No  one  enjoys  a 
prison  sentence  of  life  without  the  possi- 
bility of  parole  (LWOP),  but  it  definitely 
keeps  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  speaking  truth  to 
power”  ( San  Francisco  Bayview,  5 June). 

Does  any  fighter  for  Mumia’s  freedom 


think  that  he  would  be  better  off  staying 
on  death  row  because  he  might  have  a 
chance  to  appeal  his  frame-up  convic- 
tion— repeatedly  upheld  by  court  after 
court — before  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court? 
Now  off  death  row,  for  the  first  time  in 
more  than  30  years,  Mumia  is  able  to 
embrace  his  wife,  family  and  other  visi- 
tors, and  has  access  to  sunlight  and  exer- 
cise. But  we  found  no  “justice"  in  the 
Philadelphia  D.A.’s  decision  last  Decem- 
ber to  stop  seeking  a death  sentence.  As 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  wrote: 
“While  it  is  welcome  that  Mumia  will  no 
longer  be  under  the  threat  of  state  execu- 
tion, it  is  an  abomination  that  this  inno- 
cent man,  who  has  already  spent  30  years 
entombed,  is  condemned  to  a living  death 
in  prison....  Trade  unionists,  opponents  of 
the  racist  death  penalty  and  fighters  for 
black  rights  must  continue  the  fight  to  free 
Mumia"  (see  WV  No.  993,  6 January). 

Our  fight  for  Mumia  and  to  abolish  the 
racist  death  penalty  is  rooted  in  the  pro- 
gram of  the  class  struggle,  looking  to  mobi- 
lize the  social  power  of  the  workers  both 
in  the  U.S.  and  internationally.  This  faces 
many  obstacles,  not  least  the  pro-capitalist 
labor  bureaucrats  who  overwhelmingly 
refuse  to  call  their  members  into  action  to 
defend  their  economic  interests,  much  less 
in  defense  of  a black  political  prisoner. 

The  Warden,  the  D.A.  and 
“Law  and  Order”  Liberals 

In  1972,  the  California  Supreme  Court 
struck  down  the  death  penalty  as  a viola- 
tion of  the  state’s  constitution.  Later  that 
year,  the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  ruled  that  the 
death  penalty  was  “wanton”  and  “freakish,” 
leading  to  a moratorium  on  its  application. 


WV  Photo 


Protest  outside  Philadelphia  court 
hearing  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  Novem- 
ber 2010. 

alty  is  “totally  ineffective"  because  “most 
inmates  are  going  to  die  of  natural  causes, 
not  executions”  (AP.  24  April). 

Other  endorsers  include  the  two  right- 
wing  Republicans,  Don  Heller  and  Ron 
Briggs,  who  authored  the  1978  Califor- 
nia proposition  called  the  "Death  Penalty 
Act,”  which  expanded  the  categories  and 
circumstances  of  crimes  punishable  by 
death  or  life  without  parole.  For  them,  the 
state’s  kill  rate  hasn’t  been  high  enough. 
Briggs  wrote  in  a Los  Angeles  Times 
(12  February)  op-ed  piece:  "Never  did  we 
envision  a multibillion-dollar  industry 
that  packs  murderers  onto  death  row  for 
decades  of  extremely  expensive  incarcera- 
tion. We  thought  we  would  empty  death 
row,  not  triple  its  population." 

Joining  this  chorus  are  the  liberal  anti- 


Protest outside  San  Quentin  moments  before 
December  2005  execution  of  Tookie  Williams  (inset). 


Those  decisions  reflected  the  tumultuous 
social  struggles  of  the  time,  from  the  civil 
rights  movement  of  the  1950s-60s  to  the 
mass  protests  against  U.S.  imperialism’s 
dirty  war  against  the  Vietnamese  workers 
and  peasants.  The  struggles  on  the  streets 
and  campuses  reached  into  the  prisons  and 
even  among  U.S.  troops  in  Vietnam,  inter- 
secting growing  discontent  in  sections  of 
the  working  class.  After  these  struggles 
had  subsided  or  were  co-opted  or  smashed, 
the  U.S.  Supreme  Court  reinstated  the 
death  penalty  in  1976. 

Today,  opposition  among  sections  of 
the  bourgeoisie  to  the  death  penalty  and 
prison  overcrowding  is  at  bottom  driven 
by  considerations  of  expediency,  as  seen 
in  arguments  that  the  current  system  of 
mass  incarceration  and  death  costs  too 
much  money  and  is  "broken."  On  the  other 
side  are  those  who  believe  that  only  the 
most  monstrous  measures  of  repression 
can  keep  the  working  class  and  oppressed 
cowed  in  the  face  of  intensifying  exploita- 
tion and  mounting  misery. 

The  main  spokesman  for  the  SAFE  Act 
is  Jeanne  Woodford,  a former  San  Quentin 
warden  who  oversaw  four  executions  and 
was  appointed  Director  of  the  Department 
of  Corrections  under  Republican  governor 
Arnold  Schwarzenegger.  Another  promi- 
nent supporter  is  former  L.A.  County  Dis- 
trict Attorney  Gil  Garcetti,  a Democrat 
who  was  a key  actor  in  the  27-year  cam- 
paign of  frame-up,  cover-up  and  imprison- 
ment of  renowned  Black  Panther  Geronimo 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt).  Now,  Garcetti  ghoulishly 
complains  that  California’s  death  pen- 


death  penalty  advocates  of  the  American 
Civil  Liberties  Union,  whose  Northern 
California  chapter  wrote: 

“The  facts  prove  that  life  in  prison  with- 
out the  possibility  of  parole  (LWOP)  is 
swift,  severe,  and  certain  punishment.  The 
reality  is  that  people  sentenced  to  LWOP 
have  been  condemned  to  die  in  prison  and 
that’s  what  happens:  They  die  in  prison 
of  natural  causes,  just  like  the  majority 
of  people  sentenced  to  death.  The  differ- 
ences: Sentencing  people  to  death  by  exe- 
cution is  three  times  more  expensive  than 
sentencing  them  to  die  in  prison." 

— "The  Hidden  Death  Tax,” 
www.aclunc.org 

Given  the  notorious  overcrowding  and 
denial  of  medical  care  that  forced  Califor- 
nia prisons  into  federal  court  receivership, 
death  by  disease,  aging  and  (not  men- 
tioned) suicide  would  clearly  be  a "bar- 
gain” by  the  calculus  of  these  law-and- 
order  liberals!  Similarly,  the  “big  savings” 
of  $100-plus  million  a year  that  might  be 
accrued  from  overturning  the  death  pen- 
alty is  a drop  in  the  bucket  compared  to  the 
$8.9  billion  the  state  government  spends 
to  maintain  its  prison  hellholes.  But  such 
doesn’t  feature  in  the  account  books  of 
those  promoting  life  without  parole  as  a 
thrifty  alternative  to  death. 

In  its  article  “A  Closer  Look  at  SAFE 
California”  ( Socialist  Worker,  24  May), 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
(ISO)  points  to  the  case  of  Stanley  Tookie 
Williams,  who  was  legally  lynched  at  San 
Quentin  in  2005  with  the  executioners 
digging  into  his  arms  for  20  minutes  to 
inject  their  cocktail  of  death.  Accepting 
the  sick  bourgeois  lie  that  the  prisons  are 


meant  for  "rehabilitation,”  the  ISO  points 
to  Williams’  work  behind  bars  for  gang 
prevention  as  having  "illustrated  how 
people  can  change,  undermining  the  claim 
that  the  death  penalty  is  reserved  for  those 
beyond  redemption"!  They  continue  by 
complaining  that  "SAFE  Act  proponents 
unfortunately  have  chosen  a strategy  that 
negates  this  potential,  instead  highlight- 
ing life  without  the  possibility  of  parole.” 
To  promote  the  notion  of  "redemption"  in 
prison  is  to  buy  into  the  entire  notion  of 
crime  and  punishment,  a barbaric  relic  of 
ancient  religious  codes  asserting  that  one 
can  be  “saved”  through  repentance. 

An  article  titled  "Sophie’s  Choice 
2012:  Death  Penalty  vs.  LWOP"  by  Chris 
Kinder,  a leading  spokesman  for  the 
Labor  Action  Committee  to  Free  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  (LACMAJ),  laments:  “There’s 
nothing  in  the  initiative  about  racism  in  the 
system,  or  why  black  death-row  convicts 
outnumber  whites  way  out  of  proportion 
to  population....  Nor  does  it  address  why 
cops  routinely  get  away  with  murdering 
people  of  color  in  this  [sic]  streets,  or  why 
cops  and  courts  systematically  frame  up 
who  they  want  to  get  without  regard  to  the 
truth."  While  Kinder  ends  by  declaring 
that  “the  system  itself  needs  to  be  over- 
turned,” only  someone  with  an  abiding 
belief  in  the  inherent  justice  of  this  sys- 
tem would  expect  that  the  cabal  of  former 
jailers  and  prosecutors  who  authored  the 
SAFE  Act  would  ever  address  the  racial 
and  class  bias  that  is  at  the  core  of  capital- 
ist justice  in  this  country. 

For  years,  such  touching  faith  in  the 
capitalist  state  led  the  reformist  left  to 
demand  a new  trial  for  Mumia  Abu-Jamal 
from  the  very  courts  that  framed  him  up 
and  sentenced  him  to  death  for  his  out- 
spoken defiance  of  their  racist  injustice 
system.  The  reformists’  purpose  was  to 
“broaden  the  movement"  by  appealing  to 
law-and-order  liberals  like  the  ACLU  and 
others  who  promote  “life”  in  prison  with- 
out the  possibility  of  parole. 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we  do  not 
seek  to  advise  the  bourgeoisie  on  the  more 
“humane"  or  "just”  administration  of  its 
increasingly  decrepit  and  depraved  rule. 
Whether  it  is  the  death  penalty,  life  in 
prison  without  parole  or  imprisonment  in 
general,  we  oppose  the  entire  machinery 
of  violence  that  is  the  capitalist  state. 

We  will  vote  for  Proposition  34.  But 
we  understand  that  ending  the  death  pen- 
alty would  not  fundamentally  change  the 
violently  racist  and  oppressive  nature  of 
capitalist  class  rule.  It  would  not  free 
the  innocent,  like  Mumia,  languishing  in 
America’s  dungeons  or  spare  the  victims 
of  racist  police  executions  on  the  streets. 
Nor  would  it  alter  the  slower  death  of  the 
growing  ranks  of  the  poor,  jobless  and 
homeless,  or  the  agony  of  the  sick  who 
lack  medical  care.  Our  purpose  is  the  Fight 
to  forge  the  nucleus  of  the  revolutionary 
workers  party  that  will  lead  the  proletar- 
iat in  overthrowing  this  system  through 
socialist  revolution.  When  those  who  la- 
bor rule,  the  death  penalty  will  be  abol- 
ished for  good  and  the  capitalists’  prisons 
smashed  as  initial  steps  in  the  emancipa- 
tion of  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed.  ■ 

— Just  Out!  — 
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“Tough  on  Crime”  Anti-Death  Penalty  Measure 


Vote  Yes 
on  California 
Prop  34! 

In  a country  that  leads  the  world 
in  the  number  of  people  behind  bars, 
disproportionately  black,  the  endur- 
ance of  the  death  penalty  is  rooted  in 
the  foundation  of  American  capital- 
ism. which  was  built  on  the  scarred 
backs  of  black  slaves.  Capital  punish- 
ment is  the  supreme  declaration  of 
state  authority  and  the  monopoly  of 
violence  in  the  hands  of  this  country’s 
racist  capitalist  rulers.  The  so-called 
“Golden  State"  of  California  leads  the 
nation  in  death  row  inmates,  with  close 
to  one-quarter  of  the  more  than  3,170 
men  and  women  condemned  to  die. 

Of  the  729  death  row  prisoners,  over- 
whelmingly concentrated  at  San  Quen- 
tin, 14  have  exhausted  all  appeals.  The 
only  thing  standing  between  them  and 
the  death  chamber  are  court-directed 
negotiations  over  which  combination 
of  deadly  chemicals  to  inject  in  their 
veins  to  avoid  the  charge  of  “cruel 
and  unusual  punishment.” 

Proposition  34  (the  SAFE  Califor- 
nia Act),  which  is  on  the  ballot  in  the 
November  elections,  calls  to  repeal 
the  state’s  death  penalty  and  replace 
it  with  life  without  parole.  As  Marx- 
ists, we  oppose  the  death  penalty  on 
principle — for  the  guilty  as  well  as 
the  innocent.  We  do  not  accord  the  state 
the  right  to  determine  who  lives  and  who 
dies,  and  welcome  any  measure  against 
the  death  penalty  or  curtailing  the  reach 
of  the  state’s  killing  machine.  While  the 
measure  is  couched  as  a means  of  mak- 
ing the  system  of  capitalist  repression 
more  effective  and  efficient,  including  by 
redirecting  money  to  police  departments, 
what  is  primary  for  us  in  calling  for  a 
“yes”  vote  is  that  the  SAFE  Act  is  a refer- 
endum on  state-sanctioned  murder. 


The  very  name  ascribed  to  this  ballot 
initiative  by  its  sponsors,  the  “Savings, 
Accountability  and  Full  Enforcement  for 
California  Act,”  expresses  the  cruel  cal- 
culus of  capitalist  “justice  ” weighing  the 
costs  of  legal  murder  against  the  expense 
of  relegating  prisoners  to  a living  death  on 
what  class-war  political  prisoner  Mumia 
Abu-Jamal  so  aptly  calls  “life  row."  Argu- 
ing that  “California’s  death  penalty  is  an 
empty  promise,"  the  act  appeals  for  a more 
efficient  and  effective  punishment.  Whip- 


ping up  the  spectre  of  depraved  criminals 
on  the  loose,  the  SAFE  Act  declares: 
“Killers  and  rapists  walk  our  streets  free 
and  threaten  our  safety,  while  we  spend 
hundreds  of  millions  of  taxpayer  dollars  on 
a select  few  who  are  already  behind  bars 
forever  on  death  row....  By  replacing  the 
death  penalty  with  life  in  prison  without 
the  possibility  of  parole,  we  would  save  the 
state  $1  billion  in  five  years  without  releas- 
ing a single  prisoner."  One  hundred  mil- 
lion dollars  of  these  “savings"  is  pledged 


to  the  cops,  courts  and  prosecutors. 

Yet  despite  all  of  these  sops  to  the 
forces  of  “law  and  order,"  the  Califor- 
nia District  Attorneys  Association,  the 
Slate  Sheriffs’  Association  and  a num- 
ber of  other  police  agencies  are  liter- 
ally screaming  murder.  Their  “Vote  No 
on  Prop  34"  Web  site  promotes  speed- 
ing up  the  state’s  killing  machine.  It 
proposes  streamlining  the  appeals 
process  to  get  rid  of  “delay  tactics” 
and  instituting  a one-drug  protocol 
of  death,  pointing  to  Ohio,  where  14 
death  row  prisoners  have  been  killed 
by  this  method  since  2009.  Declar- 
ing that  life  without  parole  “will  cost 
taxpayers  more  in  healthcare  costs" 
for  aging  inmates,  these  opponents 
of  the  SAFE  Act  argue  that  savings 
can  be  made  by  no  longer  housing 
death  row  prisoners  in  single  cells. 
Reveling  in  barbarism,  their  “Mend 
It,  Don't  End  It”  statement  concludes 
with  the  bloodthirsty  complaint  that 
“cop  killers,  baby  killers  and  serial 
killers  who  rightfully  received  the 
death  penalty  do  not  deserve  the  ben- 
efits they  have  at  San  Quentin." 

In  our  opposition  to  the  death  pen- 
alty, we  are  equally  committed  to 
the  abolition  of  life  without  parole, 
the  prisons  and  all  the  barbaric  insti- 
tutions of  the  capitalist  state.  Our 
purpose  is  to  arm  the  working  class 
with  the  understanding  that  the  cops, 
courts,  prisons  and  military  make  up 
the  apparatus  for  the  violent  repres- 
sion of  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  in  defense  of  the  power  and 
profits  of  the  capitalist  rulers.  It  will 
take  nothing  short  of  proletarian  socialist 
revolution  to  sweep  this  state  away. 

Voices  from  Death  Row 

Some  of  the  condemned  men  on  San 
Quentin’s  death  row  have  also  raised  their 
opposition  to  the  SAFE  Act.  They  have 
spoken  out  against  being  entombed  for  life 
in  prison  with  their  appeals  cut  off  and 
forced  to  be  unpaid  slave  laborers  as 
restitution  for  their  alleged  crimes.  Among 
continued  on  page  11 


FBI  Raids  Target 
Northwest  Activists 


July  25  FBI  raid  on  Portland  home  of  activist  Dennison  Williams. 


KGW  News 


Young  Spartacus 


At  daybreak  on  July  25,  FBI  and  Joint 
Terrorism  Task  Force  agents  armed  with 
assault  rifles  raided  the  homes  of  three 
anarchists  in  Portland,  Oregon.  During 
this  coordinated  raid.  Feds  broke  down 
doors  and  stormed  in  behind  a volley  of 
flash  grenades  while  a helicopter  circled 
overhead. 

Dennison  Williams  was  rousted  out  of 
bed  while  pleading  for  his  life  and  then 
placed  in  a chair  while  handcuffed  and 
half-naked.  Over  a dozen  FBI  agents  ran- 
sacked his  apartment  and  seized  his  cell- 
phone, laptop  and  eleven  items  of  black 
clothing  as  "evidence.”  He  was  slapped 
with  a subpoena  to  appear  before  a fed- 
eral grand  jury  in  Seattle.  At  least  four 
others  were  subpoenaed,  including  Leah- 
Lynn  Plante  of  Portland  and  Matt  Duran 
of  Olympia.  Duran  has  since  been  impris- 
oned for  refusing  to  testify.  Free  Duran 
now!  Stop  the  grand  jury  inquisition  and 


return  all  the  belongings  that  were  seized! 

Revealing  the  real  political  motive 
behind  the  raids,  the  sealed  search  war- 
rant shown  to  Williams  stated  that  the 
FBI  was  to  seize  “anti-government  or 
anarchist  literature  or  material."  SWAT 
raids  that  targeted  Occupy  Seattle  activ- 
ists in  Washington  weeks  earlier  were 
also  searching  for  “anarchist  materials.” 
Williams’  warrant  justified  confiscating 
anarchist  paraphernalia,  supposedly  used 
in  the  "Destruction  of  government  prop- 
erty” and  "Conspiracy  to  travel  interstate 
with  intent  to  riot.” 

At  an  August  1 press  conference  held 
the  day  before  the  first  hearing,  Wil- 
liams read  aloud  from  a statement  by 
Plante  and  himself,  in  which  they  cou- 
rageously vowed  not  to  testify  before  the 
grand  jury.  He  said.  "This  grand  jury  is  a 
tool  of  political  repression.  It  is  attempt- 
ing to  turn  individuals  against  each  other 
by  coercing  those  subpoenaed  to  testify 
against  their  communities." 

On  September  13,  the  court  held  Duran 
in  contempt  for  refusing  to  testify  and 


shipped  him  off  to  SeaTac  federal  prison 
in  Seattle.  According  to  a September  17 
update  on  saynothing.info  (a  Web  site  run 
by  supporters  of  the  Northwest  activists), 
Duran  is  being  held  in  solitary  confine- 
ment. Meanwhile,  Plante  was  released 
and  subpoenaed  yet  again.  She  and  the 
other  activists  could  face  Duran’s  fate  if 
they  continue  to  refuse  to  testify. 

It  is  vitally  necessary  to  defend  these 
activists,  who  have  been  targeted  for 


their  political  views.  If  the  capitalist  state 
can  raid  the  homes  of  these  young  left- 
ists, rifles  in  hand,  and  drag  them  before 
a witchhunting  grand  jury — simply  for 
supposedly  reading  Bakunin  and  having 
a penchant  for  wearing  black — they  can 
do  it  to  anyone.  An  injury  to  one  is  an 
injury  to  all! 

An  August  2012  “Grand  Jury  Resistance 
in  the  Pacific  Northwest”  statement  signed 
continued  on  page  10 
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The  U.S.  Capitalist  Class,  Past  and  Present 


Who  Owns  America 


Reuters 


December  2009:  President  Obama  and  Treasury  Secretary  Geithner  (on  Obama  s right) 
with  CEOs  of  JPMorgan,  American  Express  and  other  top  banks  in  White  House 
meeting. 


We  print  below  a presentation, 
edited  for  publication,  by  Spartacist 
League  spokesman  Jacob  Zorn  at  a 
September  22  forum  in  Chicago. 

While  I was  working  on  this  forum. 

I spent  quite  a bit  of  time  procrastinat- 
ing. The  most  successful  way  I dis- 
covered of  doing  this  was  to  watch  the 
Republican  and  Democratic  National 
Conventions.  Of  course,  each  party 
lies  about  capitalism  against  the  back- 
drop of  the  biggest  financial  crisis 
since  the  Great  Depression,  now  in 
its  fifth  year.  The  Republican  Con- 
vention was  an  orgy  of  reaction.  I 
think  it  says  something  that  the  gov- 
ernor of  New  Jersey  was  the  human 
face  of  the  Republican  Party.  Their 
slogan,  “We  built  this,”  was  rich 
given  their  open  hostility  to  unions 
and  to  working  people.  The  Demo- 
cratic Party,  on  the  other  hand, 
talked  a lot  about  the  bad  things  that 
Romney  would  undoubtedly  do.  But  as 
the  flyer  to  this  forum  states,  we  oppose 
any  support  to  the  Democrats.  We  advo- 
cate a revolutionary  workers  party. 

It's  notable  that  the  Democrats,  in  their 
posturing,  claim  to  fight  for  the  “Middle 
Class  First”  as  the  placards  read  when 
Bill  Clinton  spoke.  This  is  one  way  this 
party  of  capitalism  obfuscates  the  true 
nature  of  the  social  system.  However,  the 
idea  that  the  main  conflict  in  capitalist 
America  is  between  the  “rich”  and  the 
“middle  class”  is  echoed  by  the  trade- 
union  bureaucracy  as  well  as  much  of 
what  passes  for  a left. 

The  American  capitalist  class  is  the 
most  powerful,  arrogant  and  bloodthirsty 
in  the  world.  At  the  same  time,  the  United 
States  is  unique  among  advanced  capital- 
ist countries  in  that  most  of  its  people  do 
not  think  in  terms  of  class.  There  is  no 
party  that  even  claims  to  be  a party  of 
the  working  class.  Many  people  argue  that 
there  aren't  really  any  classes  in  the  U.S. 
By  contrast,  for  example  in  Latin  Amer- 
ica, everybody  knows  about  big,  powerful 
families  like  the  Garza  Sadas  and  Slims 
in  Mexico  or  the  Cisneros  in  Venezuela. 
In  the  U.S.,  to  be  sure,  nobody  denies  that 
there  are  rich  people  and  poor  people. 
However,  it  is  common  to  argue  that  one’s 
economic  position  is  fluid,  that  people  can 
rise  as  well  as  fall  and  that  there  is  no  per- 
manent class  system.  Instead,  people  talk 
about  the  so-called  middle  class  and  the 
"American  dream”:  the  chance  to  advance 
into  the  middle  class  with  the  help  of  edu- 
cation, hard  work  and  maybe  some  luck. 

A good  example  of  how  this  attitude  is 
reflected  among  the  left  was  seen  in  the 
Occupy  protests  a year  ago,  when  thou- 
sands of  protesters  in  New  York,  Oakland 
and  elsewhere  braved  police  violence. 
This  movement,  like  all  populist  move- 
ments, dissolved  the  working  class  into 
what  one  of  Occupy’s  early  declarations 
termed  "all  people  who  feel  wronged  by 
the  corporate  forces  of  the  world.”  Fake 
socialist  groups  lapped  up  the  liberal 
politics  of  Occupy.  For  example.  Work- 


ers World  Party  called  these  protests  a 
“fledgling  revolution”  and  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  stated 
that  Occupy  had  "fundamentally  shifted 
the  political  landscape  in  the  U.S.” 

The  term  that  Occupy  popularized  is 
the  99  percent — that  is  to  say.  everybody 


suffering  from  the  capitalist  crisis.  I think 
it's  useful  to  quote  what  our  paper.  Work- 
ers Vanguard  [No.  989,  28  October  201 1J, 
said  at  the  time: 

“It  is  false  that  ‘99  percent’  of  the  popu- 
lation share  common  interests.  There 
is  a fundamental  class  divide  in  society 
between  the  capitalists — the  tiny  group 
of  families  that  own  industry  and  the 
banks — and  the  working  class,  whose 
labor  is  the  source  of  the  capitalists' 
profits.  The  working  class  is  not  just  one 
more  victim  of  capitalist  austerity  within 
the  ‘99  percent.'  It  is  the  only  force  with 
the  potential  power  and  historic  interest 
to  sweep  away  the  capitalist  system  and 
rebuild  society  based  on  a centralized, 
planned  economy." 

Class  Divisions 

Occupy  was  a rehash  of  the  ideas 
popularized  more  than  a decade  ago  in  a 
book  by  two  “post-Marxist”  academics: 
Empire  by  Italian  philosopher  Antonio 
Negri  and  American  academic  Michael 
Hardt.  Hardt  and  Negri  claimed  that  the 
working  class  had  been  subsumed  in 
what  they  called  the  multitude,  an  amor- 
phous term  encompassing  almost  every- 
body on  the  planet — industrial  workers, 
peasants,  smallholders,  engineers,  jani- 
tors, homeless  beggars,  corporate  man- 
agers, prisoners  and  prison  guards.  Hardt 
and  Negri  themselves  were  rehashing  the 
idea — popularized  by  the  New  Left  in 
the  1960s — that  changes  in  the  economy 
had  rendered  Marxist,  that  is  to  say  class- 
based,  politics  obsolete  or  "outmoded.” 
One  of  the  intellectual  fathers  of  the 
New  Left  was  an  interesting  sociolo- 
gist, C.  Wright  Mills.  He  chose  the  term 
“power  elite"  over  the  term  “ruling  class” 
because  for  him  "‘class’  is  an  economic 
term;  ‘rule’  a political  one."  For  Mills, 
economic  power  did  not  necessarily  trans- 
late into  political  power.  Another  profes- 
sor of  that  period,  G.  William  Domhoff — 


who  still  is  on  the  faculty  at  UC  Santa 
Cruz  and  wrote  a very  useful  book  called 
Who  Rules  America — more  recently  crit- 
icized Marxism  as  "too  narrow  a base 
for  understanding  the  complexity  and 
variety  of  power  structures  against  time 
and  places,”  especially,  he  continued,  for 


its  supposed  “tendency  to  downplay  the 
importance  of  representative  democracy." 

I want  to  begin  with  some  basic  Marx- 
ist definitions  of  society.  We  as  Marx- 
ists define  class  as  a group  of  people 
who  share  a common  relationship  to  the 
means  of  production — that  is,  to  the  pro- 
ductive wealth  of  society.  Under  mod- 
em capitalism,  there  are  two  important 
classes:  the  working  class,  also  known 
as  the  proletariat,  and  the  capitalists,  the 
bourgeoisie.  Neither  can  be  understood 
without  understanding  the  constant  strug- 
gle between  the  two. 


Let  me  give  an  example.  Many  of 
you  are  familiar  with  the  struggle  by 
longshoremen  in  Longview,  Wash- 
ington. Members  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
braved  state  repression  and  stood 
firm,  surviving  attempts  by  the  EGT 
grain  conglomerate  to  bust  their 
union.  The  EGT  capitalists  own  the 
means  of  production.  Workers  create 
value  that  is  sold  in  the  form  of  com- 
modities, which  longshoremen  play  a 
vital  role  in  circulating.  And  the  cap- 
italists try  to  get  workers  to  produce 
as  much  as  possible  for  as  little  as 
possible,  hence,  EGT’s  desire  to  bust 
the  longshoremen's  union.  As  the 
Longview  battle  underscores,  under 
capitalism  there  is  a constant  strug- 
gle between  these  two  classes  over 
the  terms  and  extent  of  exploitation. 

Keep  in  mind  that  the  capitalists 
are  a tiny  minority.  They  are  the  rul- 
ing class  because  they  not  only  own  and 
profit  from  the  means  of  production  but 
also  control  the  state  in  order  to  main- 
tain their  power  and  profits,  as  the  police 
attacks  and  harassment  of  the  Longview 
workers  starkly  demonstrated.  The  state 
comprises  armed  bodies  of  men — the 
army,  police,  prisons  and  courts — who 
keep  the  ruling  class  in  power.  What  hap- 
pened in  Longview  was  no  aberration. 
There  is  no  shortage  of  similar  events  in 
American  history.  For  example,  almost  a 
hundred  years  ago  in  April  1914,  armed 
troops  acting  at  the  behest  of  the  Rock- 
efeller family  killed  more  than  a dozen 
men.  women  and  children  when  they  fired 
on  a camp  of  striking  miners  in  Ludlow, 
Colorado. 

The  Myth  of  the 
99  Percent  vs.  the  1 Percent 

Our  goal  is  for  the  working  class  to 
take  power,  to  become  the  ruling  class, 
through  socialist  revolution  that  smashes 
the  capitalist  state,  as  the  Bolshevik  Rev- 
olution did  in  Russia  in  October  1917. 

continued  on  page  7 
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Rolling  in  record  profits,  Caterpillar  demanded  massive  concessions  from 
unionized  workforce.  Union  tops  caved  in  to  company  in  August,  ending 
bitter  15-week  strike. 


Fight  for  Workers  Rule! 


Partisan  Defense 
o Committee 

c 

ourt  Tl 

H n ■ ■ ■ 

CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 

Mill 

ma  s i 

The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization 
which  champions  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people. 
This  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the  Spartacist  League. 
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Defend  Jazz  Hayden! 


The  following  statement  was  issued 
by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee  on 
September  10. 

The  Partisan  Defense  Committee 
condemns  the  arrest  of  Joseph  "Jazz” 
Hayden,  an  outspoken  opponent  of  the 
NYPD's  racist  stop-and-frisk  campaign 
and  advocate  of  rights  for  ex-prisoners. 
On  2 December  2011  the  police  stopped 
Hayden  and  unlawfully  searched  his  car. 
He  was  arrested  on  two  counts  of  posses- 
sion of  a weapon  for  having  a penknife 
and  a miniature  commemorative  baseball 
bat  replica  in  his  car.  The  71-year-old 
Hayden  is  facing  a possible  14  years  in 
prison. 

Hayden’s  arrest  was  a blatant  act  of 
retaliation  for  his  documentation  of  police 
harassment  of  Harlem  youth  and  posting 
his  flip-camera  videos  on  his  allthings- 
harlem.com/copwatch  Web  site.  He  had 
filmed  these  same  two  cops  in  a stop- 
and-frisk  incident  earlier  in  the  summer. 
The  arresting  officers  told  him  they  knew 
exactly  who  he  was.  Hayden's  arrest  was 
intended  to  silence  and  intimidate  those 


Getty 


Joseph  “Jazz”  Hayden  addressing 
2004  NYC  meeting  for  ex-felons’  vot- 
ing rights. 

who  oppose  the  rampant  repression  of 
New  York  City  youth  at  the  hands  of 
the  police. 

We  join  the  many  others  in  demand- 
ing that  charges  be  dropped  against  Jazz 
Hayden.  ■ 


Human  Culture:  A Marxist  View 

Speaking  in  Moscow  in  1926,  Leon  Trotsky, 
co-leader  with  V.  I.  Lenin  of  the  October  Revo- 
lution of  1917,  stressed  that  the  working  class 
in  power  would  need  to  acquire  and  build 
from  the  cultural  achievements  of  previous 
class  societies. 

Culture  is  everything  that  has  been  created, 
built,  learnt,  conquered  by  man  in  the  course 
of  his  entire  history,  in  distinction  from  what 
nature  has  given,  including  the  natural  his- 
tory of  man  himself  as  a species  of  animal.... 

In  the  process  of  adapting  itself  to  nature,  in  conflict  with  the  hostile  forces  of 
nature,  human  society  has  taken  shape  as  a complex  organization  of  classes.  The  class 
structure  of  society  has  determined  to  a decisive  degree  the  content  and  form  of  human 
history,  that  is,  its  material  relations  and  their  ideological  reflections.  This  means  that 
historical  culture  has  possessed  a class  character. 

Slave-owning  society,  feudal  serf-owning  society,  bourgeois  society,  each  engen- 
dered a corresponding  culture,  different  at  different  stages  and  with  a multitude  of 
transitional  forms.  Historical  society  has  been  an  organization  for  the  exploitation  of 
man  by  man.  Culture  has  served  the  class  organization  of  society.  Exploiters’  society 
has  given  rise  to  an  exploiters’  culture.  But  does  this  mean  that  we  are  against  all  the 
culture  of  the  past? 

There  exists,  in  fact,  a profound  contradiction  here.  Everything  that  has  been  con- 
quered, created,  built  by  man’s  efforts  and  which  serves  to  enhance  man’s  power  is 
culture.  But  since  it  is  not  a matter  of  individual  man  but  of  social  man,  since  culture 
is  a social-historical  phenomenon  in  its  very  essence,  and  since  historical  society  has 
been  and  continues  to  be  class  society,  culture  is  found  to  be  the  basic  instrument  of 
class  oppression.  Marx  said:  “The  ruling  ideas  of  an  epoch  are  essentially  the  ideas  of 
the  ruling  class  of  that  epoch.”  This  also  applies  to  culture  as  a whole.  And  yet  we  say 
to  the  working  class:  master  all  the  culture  of  the  past,  otherwise  you  will  not  build 
socialism. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “Culture  and  Socialism”  (1926), 
printed  in  Labour  Review  (Autumn  1962) 
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On  August  23,  class-war  prisoner 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  filed  a pro  se  motion 
challenging  a secretive  court  order  that 
sentenced  him  to  life  without  parole. 
The  sentence,  pronounced  ten  days  ear- 
lier and  mandated  by  Pennsylvania  stat- 
ute, was  expected  following  Mumia’s 
removal  from  death  row  in  December 
2011,  after  the  Philadelphia  district 
attorney’s  office  ended  its  campaign  to 
legally  lynch  him  (see  “Drive  to  Execute 
Mumia  Halted,”  WV  No.  993,  6 January). 
Mumia’s  legal  papers  sought  to  vacate 
the  illegally  imposed  sentence,  citing 
violations  of  Pennsylvania’s  own  rules  of 
criminal  procedure.  More  significantly, 
Mumia’s  motion  raised  a challenge  to  his 
sentence  of  life  without  parole  as  cruel 
and  unusual  punishment  in  violation  of 
the  Eighth  Amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, citing  his  “almost  thirty  years  in 
solitary  confinement  on  death  row  under 
an  illegal  and  unconstitutionally-imposed 
death  sentence.”  On  October  1,  Philadel- 
phia judge  Pamela  P.  Dembe  threw  out 
Mumia’s  motion. 

Yet  again  the  racist  rulers  have  dis- 
pensed with  even  the  pretense  of  due 
process  in  Mumia’s  case.  The  courts  had 
imposed  the  life  sentence  without  notice 
to  defense  attorneys  or  a formal  hearing, 
trampling  on  Mumia’s  fundamental  rights 
to  be  present  and  to  be  heard.  Although 
the  30-year  drive  to  execute  Mumia  ran 
aground,  he  is  now  condemned  to  a living 
death,  entombed  in  the  dungeons  of  Penn- 
sylvania. Class-conscious  workers  and 
fighters  for  black  equality  must  continue 
to  demand  freedom  for  this  innocent  man. 

Mumia’s  motion  also  raised  a general 
challenge  to  the  constitutionality  of  life 
without  parole,  as  well  as  the  practice  of 
isolating  those  on  death  row  in  solitary 
confinement.  As  we  wrote  in  ‘Abolish  the 
Racist  Death  Penalty”  (WV  No.  1009,  28 
September): 

"In  our  opposition  to  the  death  penalty, 
we  are  equally  committed  to  the  aboli- 
tion of  life  without  parole,  the  prisons 
and  all  the  barbaric  institutions  of  the 
capitalist  state.  Our  purpose  is  to  arm 
the  working  class  with  the  understanding 
that  the  cops,  courts,  prisons  and  mili- 
tary make  up  the  apparatus  for  the  vio- 


lent repression  of  the  working  class  and 
oppressed  in  defense  of  the  power  and 
profits  of  the  capitalist  rulers.” 
Beginning  with  Mumia’s  frame-up 
and  conviction  three  decades  ago  on  false 
charges  of  killing  a Philadelphia  police- 
man, the  cops  and  courts  have  relent- 
lessly tried  to  silence  this  “voice  of  the 
voiceless  " a leading  member  of  the  Black 
Panther  Party  in  his  youth  and  later  an 
eloquent  journalist  and  supporter  of  the 
Philadelphia  MOVE  group.  It  should  come 
as  no  surprise  to  anyone  who  has  followed 
Mumia’s  torturous  journey  through  the 
bourgeois  courts  that  it  is  Judge  Dembe 
who  signed  the  resentencing  order  and 
denied  his  challenge.  The  same  judge 
rejected  the  evidence  that  Mumia’s  origi- 
nal trial  judge.  Albert  Sabo,  was  biased 
and  racist,  despite  a sworn  affidavit  that 
Sabo  was  overheard  saying,  “I’m  going 
to  help  them  fry  the  n — r."  Dembe  also 
rejected  the  confession  of  Arnold  Beverly 
that  it  was  he,  not  Mumia,  who  shot  and 
killed  Police  Officer  Daniel  Faulkner. 

As  the  Spartacist  League  and  the  Par- 
tisan Defense  Committee  have  insisted 
all  along:  There  is  no  justice  in  the  capi- 
talist courts.  Free  Mumia  now!  ■ 
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Grain  terminal  in  Smith  Cove,  Seattle. 

The  owners  of  the  grain  export  termi- 
nals in  the  Pacific  Northwest  are  gearing 
up  for  a showdown  with  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU). 
Negotiations  over  the  master  grain  han- 
dlers agreement,  which  had  been  set  to 
expire  on  September  30,  were  extended 
until  mid  October.  But  the  companies  are 
clearly  out  for  blood.  The  Portland  Orego- 
nian (25  September)  cited  reports  from  the 
director  of  the  Columbia  River  Steamship 
Operators  Association  that  “managers  of 
four  Portland-area  terminals  and  two  near 
Seattle  are  hiring  security  forces  and  mak- 
ing arrangements  with  nonunion  labor"  to 
keep  grain  shipments  moving  “in  antici- 
pation of  locking  out  striking  longshore- 
men.” Backing  up  the  bosses,  the  Coast 
Guard  promised  that  “if  there  are  any 
indications  that  protests  may  occur  on 
the  water,  the  Coast  Guard  will  be  on  the 
water  to  ensure  safety  of  all  users.” 

Underscoring  the  arsenal  aimed  at  the 
ILWU,  on  September  28,  the  same  day  the 
contract  was  extended,  the  union’s  Inter- 
national president,  Robert  McEUrath,  was 
convicted  in  a retrial  on  charges  stemming 
from  the  union’s  fight  last  year  against  a 
union-busting  offensive  by  the  giant  EGT 
grain  export  conglomerate  in  Longview, 
Washington.  McEllrath’s  conviction  was 
the  latest  installment  in  a vindictive  cam- 
paign of  persecution  by  the  cops,  courts 
and  prosecutor’s  office  against  ILWU 
members,  particularly  those  from  its 
Longview  Local  21.  One  Local  21  mem- 
ber, Sonny  Halladay,  is  now  serving  60 
days  in  jail,  coerced  into  copping  a plea 
to  several  misdemeanor  charges  for  fear 
of  being  nailed  on  bogus  felony  charges. 
When  the  word  got  out  that  McEUrath  had 
been  sentenced  to  one  day  in  jail  and  an 
89-day  suspended  sentence,  ILWU  mem- 
bers in  many  West  Coast  ports  walked  off 
the  job  in  protest,  with  work  halted  at  the 
Oakland  port  for  two  hours. 

In  their  battle  with  EGT,  longshoremen 
and  their  allies  throughout  the  region 
mobilized  in  early  September  2011  in 
the  kind  of  class-struggle  labor  actions 


that  built  the  unions  in  this  country.  They 
backed  down  an  army  of  cops  who  had 
earlier  attacked  ILWU  mass  pickets, 
including  manhandling  McEUrath.  Tons 
of  grain  shipped  by  rail  into  the  EGT  ter- 
minal were  found  dumped  on  the  tracks. 
But  this  initial  militancy  ran  straight  up 
against  the  class-collaborationist  poli- 
cies of  the  ILWU  International  bureauc- 
racy, which  pitched  the  fight  against 
EGT  not  as  part  of  the  class  war  between 
the  workers  and  their  exploiters  but  as  a 
defense  of  “our  grain  industry,"  i.e.,  the 
profitability  of  American  agribusiness. 

EGT  did  not  succeed  in  driving  the 
ILWU  out  of  its  Longview  operation.  This 
was  a not  insignificant  achievement  when 
unions  like  Wisconsin  public-sector  work- 
ers are  being  mowed  down  by  the  capitalist 
union-busters.  The  union  also  prevailed  in 
its  demand  that  EGT  pay  into  the  ILWU/ 
Pacific  Maritime  Association  health  and 
welfare  fund  as  well  as  pension  plan.  But 
this  came  at  a not  insignificant  price,  with 
a deeply  concessionary  contract  including 
12-hour  work  shifts  and  the  serious  under- 
mining of  the  union  hiring  hall  and  other 
hard-won  union  gains.  In  preserving  jobs 
it  has  held  for  over  80  years  in  Longview 
and  its  coastwide  organization,  the  ILWU 
lived  to  fight  another  day.  But  fight  it 
must,  or  the  EGT  contract  will  become 
the  standard  for  the  ILWU’s  bulk  grain 
handling  work  in  the  region. 

Going  into  negotiations,  the  Pacific 
Northwest  Grain  Handlers  Association 
pointed  to  the  “much  more  advantageous” 
conditions  secured  by  EGT,  arguing  that 
“leveling  the  playing  field  and  avoiding 
extreme  competitive  disparities  among 
Northwest  grain  shippers  and  ports  is 
vital.”  These  companies  are  literally  roll- 
ing in  dough.  Among  them,  U.S.-based 
Cargill  raked  in  over  two  billion  dollars  in 
profit  last  year  alone,  while  profits  at  CHS, 
a Fortune  500  company,  rose  a whop- 
ping 91  percent.  Like  the  recent  savaging 
of  union  workers’  wages,  pensions  and 
working  conditions  at  Caterpillar,  which 
is  reaping  record  profits,  this  shreds  the 


myth  that  workers  who  sacrifice  in  “hard 
times”  will  be  rewarded  when  things  get 
better.  The  bosses,  as  always,  are  aiming 
to  take  more  out  of  the  hides  of  the  work- 
ers. And  now  the  grain  export  giants  are 
grabbing  the  union-busting  guns  to  do  so. 

Behind  the  grain  bosses  stand  the  con- 
tainer shipping  companies  in  the  Pacific 
Maritime  Association  (PMA),  whose  con- 
tract with  the  ILWU  is  up  in  2014,  shortly 
before  the  expansion  of  the  Panama  Canal 
is  scheduled  for  completion.  Playing  to 
fears  that  the  companies  will  send  their 
container  ships  directly  to  the  East  Coast, 
the  PMA  bosses  will  be  aiming  to  squeeze 
concessions  out  of  the  ILWU  in  the  name 
of  maintaining  the  West  Coast’s  “com- 
petitive edge.” 

Better  to  Fight  on  Your  Feet 
Than  Die  on  Your  Knees! 

The  stakes  in  the  battle  against  the 
Northwest  grain  terminal  owners  are  high. 
At  the  same  time,  the  ILWU  has  immense 
potential  social  power.  It  is  the  height  of 
harvest  season,  and  grain  is  rolling  into  the 
region’s  terminals,  which  handle  nearly 
half  of  U.S.  wheat  exports  and  one-quarter 
of  other  grain  and  soybean  exports.  As 
was  seen  in  Longview  last  September, 
the  power  of  the  union  lies  in  its  ability  to 
stop  these  shipments.  That  means  going 
up  against  the  battery  of  anti-labor  laws 
outlawing  mass  pickets,  “hot-cargoing,” 
solidarity  strikes  and  other  actions  that  are 
crucial  weapons  of  labor  in  the  class  war. 
In  the  event  a battle  is  joined,  solidarity 
action  by  other  workers  in  the  vast  grain 
cargo  chain,  not  least  by  rail  workers  who 
drive  the  trains,  will  be  vital. 

The  most  elementary  precondition  for 
mobilizing  the  fighting  strength  of  the 
union  and  its  allies  is  the  understanding 
that  the  employers  are  not  the  “partners" 
of  longshoremen  but  their  class  enemy. 
But  the  ILWU  bureaucracy  continues  to 
sing  the  same  song  of  its  partnership  with 
the  employers.  In  an  article  in  the  Septem- 
ber issue  of  the  ILWU’s  Dispatcher  titled 
“Grain  and  Greed  in  the  Northwest,”  Leal 


Sundet,  an  ILWU  Coast  Committeeman 
and  co-chair  of  its  grain  negotiating  team, 
promotes  the  union’s  role  in  making  the 
Northwest  “one  of  the  most  productive 
grain  export  regions  in  the  world.”  Said 
productivity,  which  generates  golden 
profits  for  the  grain  export  magnates,  is 
based  on  the  exploitation  of  longshore  and 
other  labor.  The  bosses  are  out  to  ratchet 
this  up  by  shredding  union  gains. 

Waving  the  red,  white  and  blue,  the 
article  attributes  the  grain  bosses’  offen- 
sive to  "multinational  greed."  Busting 
unions  to  jack  up  profits  is  as  American 
as  apple  pie.  The  U.S.  grain  industry  is 
the  biggest  and  most  profitable  in  the 
world.  The  profits  of  these  monopolies  are 
secured  through  driving  up  food  prices  as 
high  as  possible,  at  the  human  cost  of  the 
starvation  and  death  of  millions  across 
the  globe.  The  ILWU  could — and  needs 
to — win  crucial  allies  from  workers  in 
other  countries,  particularly  in  East  Asia, 
the  largest  booming  market  for  U.S.  grain 
exports.  But  the  prospect  of  such  soli- 
darity is  poisoned  by  the  union  leaders’ 
defense  of  the  very  grain  industry  that 
uses  food  as  a weapon  against  the  work- 
ers and  oppressed  masses  of  the  world. 

I LA  Caves 

Most  recently,  the  leaders  of  the  Inter- 
national Longshoremen’s  Association 
(ILA),  which  organizes  East  Coast  and 
Gulf  Coast  ports,  made  their  own  pledge 
of  allegiance  to  the  national  interests  of 
American  capitalism  by  agreeing  to  a 
90-day  extension  of  their  master  contract, 
which  had  been  set  to  expire  the  same  day 
as  the  ILWU’s  grain  agreement.  In  the 
words  of  the  federal  mediator  called  in  to 
head  off  a showdown,  the  ILA  and  U.S. 
Maritime  Alliance,  which  is  demand- 
ing massive  concessions,  agreed  to  this 
extension  “for  the  good  of  the  country.” 
Looming  even  larger  from  the  vantage 
point  of  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  was 
the  impending  presidential  election. 

Like  the  rest  of  the  AFL-CIO  official- 
dom, the  ILA  and  ILWU  have  thrown 
their  support  behind  Democratic  presi- 
dent Barack  Obama.  Playing  on  justifi- 
able fears  of  the  in-your-face  Republican 
union-busters,  the  bureaucrats  sell  the 
Democrats  as  the  only  alternative  for 
the  working  class.  But  the  tattered  myth 
that  the  Democrats  are  some  kind  of 
“friends  of  labor"  could  have  really  gone 
up  in  smoke  in  a confrontation  between 
the  ILA  and  the  shipping  bosses.  Just  as 
Obama's  Coast  Guard  and  other  Home- 
land Security  forces  had  been  mobilized 
to  put  down  any  battle  to  stop  the  first 
ship  from  being  loaded  at  the  EGT  ter- 
minal in  Longview,  there  is  little  ques- 
tion that  the  Democratic  Party  president 
would  have  come  down  on  the  side  of  the 
shipping  bosses  by  invoking  Taft-Hartley 
against  the  union.  So  the  ILA  leadership 
pulled  back,  sacrificing  the  union’s  criti- 
cal leverage  at  the  height  of  the  Christ- 
mas goods  shipping  season — the  most 
lucrative  of  the  year — as  a gift  to  Obama. 

Simultaneous  strike  action  by  the  ILA  in 
the  eastern  and  southern  ports  and  by  the 
ILWU  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  could  have 
electrified  all  of  labor.  These  are  two  of  the 
continued  on  page  II 
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Defend  Gains  of  Cuban  Revolution! 

Cuba:  Socialized  Medicine 
and  the  Fight  Against  AIDS 


Reuters 


AIDS  patient  getting  treatment  at  sanatorium  outside  Havana,  2005. 


During  the  19th  International  AIDS 
Conference  held  in  Washington,  D.C.,  in 
July,  Secretary  of  State  Hillary  Clinton 
announced  that  the  U.S.  government  was 
committed  to  achieving  “an  AIDS-free 
generation.”  With  the  numbers  of  those 
living  with  AIDS  in  the  U.S.  and  inter- 
nationally continuing  to  climb,  Clinton 
remarked:  “If  we  want  to  save  lives,  we 
need  to  go  where  the  virus  is  and  get  there 
as  quickly  as  possible.”  She  doesn’t  have 
far  to  travel.  In  the  conference’s  host  city, 
the  rate  of  HIV  infection  has  increased 
22  percent  in  the  last  six  years.  Some 
3 percent  of  the  population  of  D.C.  is 
infected — a rate  higher  than  Ethiopia's 
and  almost  on  a par  with  Nigeria’s.  More 
than  4 percent  of  the  black  population  of 
the  U.S.  capital  is  living  with  HIV,  largely 
stemming  from  high  rates  of  injection 
drug  use,  homelessness  and  incarceration. 

Data  released  during  the  conference  by 
the  Centers  for  Disease  Control  speaks 
volumes  to  the  U.S.  government’s  crimi- 
nal lack  of  care  for  those  infected.  Only 
a quarter  of  the  1.1  million  people  living 
with  the  disease  in  the  U.S.  are  receiv- 
ing treatment  to  keep  their  viral  load 
suppressed.  An  estimated  one  in  five  of 
people  with  HIV  are  not  even  aware  of 
their  infection. 

While  the  profit- gouging  pharmaceuti- 
cal companies  that  funded  the  conference 
gave  a platform  to  multibillionaire  “philan- 
thropist” Bill  Gates,  they  were  certainly 
not  about  to  feature  representatives  from 
a nearby  country  with  one  of  the  smallest 
epidemics  and  most  effective  HIV/AIDS 
treatment  programs  in  the  world:  Cuba. 
To  hear  how  Cuba  has  been  successful  in 
this  regard,  one  had  to  attend  a fringe  event 
organized  by  Democratic  Congresswoman 
Barbara  Lee,  which  was  addressed  by 
Cuba's  leading  AIDS  doctor,  Jorge  Pdrez. 

A New  York  Times  (7  May)  article  by 
Donald  G.  McNeil  Jr.  titled  “A  Regime’s 
Tight  Grip  on  AIDS”  detailed  Cuba’s 
extensive  HIV/AIDS  prevention  and  treat- 
ment programs  based  on  its  system  of  free 
universal  health  care,  contrasting  this  to 
the  woeful  state  of  care  in  the  U.S.  One 
effect.  McNeil  notes,  is  that  Cuba’s  infec- 
tion rate,  0.1  percent,  is  one-sixth  that  of 
the  U.S.  and  one-twentieth  of  Haiti.  Despite 
poor  natural  resources  and  a 50-year,  suf- 


focating U.S.  embargo,  Cuba  has  managed 
to  produce  the  antiretroviral  drugs  it  needs 
and  provides  a free  and  expansive  treat- 
ment program  including  HIV  testing,  con- 
dom distribution  and  sex  education. 

Cuba’s  renowned  health  care  system  is 
a result  of  the  overthrow  of  capitalist  rule 
in  the  period  following  the  1959  defeat  of 
the  U.S.-backed  Batista  dictatorship  at  the 
hands  of  Fidel  Castro’s  petty-bourgeois 
guerrilla  forces.  Facing  fierce  U.S.  hos- 
tility, the  new  regime  signed  trade  agree- 
ments with  the  Soviet  Union  and  went  on 
to  expropriate  U.S.-owned  properties.  By 
October  1960,  all  of  banking  and  80  per- 
cent of  industry  had  been  nationalized. 
This  marked  the  liquidation  of  the  capital- 
ists as  a class  and  the  creation  of  a work- 
ers state,  although  one  that  was  deformed 
from  its  inception  by  the  rule  of  a bureau- 
cratic caste  led  by  Fidel  and  now  Raul 
Castro.  Politically  suppressing  the  work- 
ing class  and  opposing  the  perspective  of 
international  proletarian  revolution,  the 
bureaucracy  acts  as  an  obstacle  to  further 
advance  toward  socialism — an  egalitarian 
society  based  on  material  abundance. 

While  Cuba  remains  underdeveloped 


and  beset  by  material  scarcity,  the  over- 
throw of  capitalist  rule  has  resulted  in 
massive  social  gains.  The  collectivization 
of  the  means  of  production  and  the  estab- 
lishment of  central  economic  planning 
and  a state  monopoly  over  foreign  trade 
provided  jobs,  housing  and  education  for 
everyone.  Soviet  aid — both  military  and 
economic — was  indispensable  for  this 
development.  Cuba  has  one  of  the  highest 
literacy  rates  in  the  world  and  a renowned 
health  care  system  that  sends  tens  of  thou- 
sands of  doctors  around  the  world  to  help 
mostly  poor  patients  in  need.  Infant  mor- 
tality in  Cuba  is  lower  than  in  the  U.S.  and 
Canada.  Abortion  is  a free,  readily  avail- 
able health  service.  In  the  1970s,  the  coun- 
try’s network  of  free  public  universities, 
including  medical  schools,  was  extended 
to  all  of  its  14  provinces.  Such  advances 
are  unattainable  in  underdeveloped  coun- 
tries in  the  grip  of  imperialist  domination. 

Cuba’s  Treatment  Programs 

In  1983,  two  years  before  the  first  case 
of  HIV  appeared  in  Cuba  and  when  very 
little  was  known  about  the  disease,  the 
country  had  already  set  up  the  National 
Commission  on  AIDS  to  educate  the 
population.  When  it  was  understood  that 
HIV  could  be  transmitted  through  blood, 
all  blood  products  were  destroyed,  at 
considerable  financial  cost.  HIV-testing 
of  all  blood  became  national  policy  in 
1986.  This  prevented  the  deaths  of  peo- 
ple receiving  blood  transfusions  at  a time 
when  thousands  of  hemophiliacs  and  oth- 
ers in  countries  like  the  U.S.  died  from 
contaminated  blood. 

The  HIV  virus  arrived  in  Cuba  with 
the  return  of  the  heroic  soldiers  who  had 
fought  to  defend  Angola's  newly  secured 
independence  from  Portugal  against 
reactionary  local  forces  backed  by  U.S. 
imperialism  and  apartheid  South  Africa. 
For  15  years  beginning  in  1975,  several 
thousand  Cuban  troops  served  in  Angola, 
driving  out  South  African  military  forces 
and  thereby  also  securing  the  indepen- 
dence of  Namibia.  This  material  support 
was  packaged  with  the  Cuban  Stalinists’ 
political  support  to  the  bourgeois  national- 
ist MPLA,  which  to  this  day  rules  Angola 
as  corrupt  stooges  for  the  imperialist  oil 
companies. 


The  first  Cuban  AIDS  patients — the 
majority  of  whom  were  heterosexual 
men — were  quarantined  in  a sanatorium  in 
Havana  province  in  1986  under  an  “emer- 
gency response"  policy  of  mandatory 
treatment.  By  1989,  patients  were  allowed 
to  go  home  to  be  with  their  families  on 
the  weekend  as  long  as  they  returned. 
Given  that  HIV  cannot  be  transmitted  by 
casual  contact,  quarantining  proved  to  be 
unnecessary  as  a public  health  measure. 
In  1993,  the  policy  was  further  amended 
to  make  the  program  fully  ambulatory — 
i.e.,  HIV-infected  persons  could  choose 
to  move  to  a sanatorium  or  live  at  home 
Due  to  the  favorable  environment,  food 
and  institutional  support  at  the  sanatori- 
ums,  many  patients  voluntarily  continued 
to  stay  there,  as  others  have  also  chosen 
to  do  to  this  day. 

Cuba  was  thrown  into  a prolonged 
economic  crisis  in  the  1990s  following 
the  cutoff  of  aid  by  the  Moscow  Stalin- 
ist bureaucracy  in  the  late  1980s,  shortly 
before  the  counterrevolutionary  destruc- 
tion of  the  Soviet  degenerated  workers 
state.  The  economic  crisis  exacerbated 
shortages  and  remaining  social  inequal- 
ity in  Cuba,  which  was  now  even  further 
isolated  than  before.  Nevertheless,  as  Dr. 
Pdrez,  who  ran  the  main  sanatorium  for 
12  years,  noted,  “when  the  country  was  at 
its  worst  economically  and  people  were 


Wide  World 


Cuban  militiaman  guards  U.S.  oil 
refinery  expropriated  in  1960. 

living  on  almost  nothing,  our  patients  had 
a 5400-calorie  diet”  ( MEDICC  Review, 
April  2011). 

In  1996,  Cuba  purchased  antiretroviral 
drugs  for  children  with  AIDS  and  their 
mothers,  at  a cost  of  $14,000  per  person 
per  year  By  the  late  1990s,  the  country 
had  started  developing  its  own  generics, 
and  by  2001,  the  full  “cocktail"  of  anti- 
retroviral drugs  was  available.  Since  then, 
HIV-positive  patients  have  had  full  access 
to  such  medicine.  Only  38  children  had 
ever  been  born  with  HIV  in  Cuba,  largely 
due  to  the  quality  of  prenatal  care. 

Today  anyone  diagnosed  with  HIV  is 
required  to  attend  a multi-week  course 
that  includes  information  about  safer  sex 
practices,  proper  medication,  proper  diet 
and  nutrition.  Participants  receive  their 


Donna  Binder 

NYC,  1980s:  Lack  of  medical  care  combined  with  policy  of  neglect  fueled 
AIDS  epidemic  in  U.S.,  abandoned  many  of  those  infected. 
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full  salaries  for  the  duration  of  the  course. 
Furthermore,  all  teenagers  are  educated 
about  sex  and  sexually  transmitted  dis- 
eases. This  is  a far  cry  from  the  U.S., 
where  many  youth  receive  puritanical 
“abstinence-only"  miseducation,  putting 
them  at  a greater  risk  of  both  unwanted 
pregnancy  and  acquiring  sexually  trans- 
mitted diseases. 

Cuba's  brief  quarantine  policy  served 
as  a rallying  cry  for  anti-Communist 
charges  of  “human  rights"  abuses.  The 
sheer  hypocrisy  of  that  campaign  was 
shown  by  the  fact  that  at  the  same  time, 
the  U.S.  was  refusing  entry  to  over  200 
HIV-positive  Haitians  fleeing  political 
repression  and  abject  conditions  in  their 
home  country.  Haiti’s  subjugation  to  impe- 
rialism, enforced  by  repeated  invasions 
and  occupations,  constantly  reinforces  its 
deeply  entrenched  poverty.  Today  Haiti, 
where  AIDS  is  the  leading  cause  of  adult 
deaths,  has  the  highest  rate  of  HIV  in  the 
Western  Hemisphere. 

In  the  early  1990s,  the  excluded  HIV- 
positive Haitians  were  incarcerated  in 
the  notorious  U.S.  detention  center  in 
Guantanamo  Bay,  Cuba.  On  hearing  that 
President-elect  Bill  Clinton  had  no  plans 
to  break  the  ban  against  those  with  HIV 
entering  the  U.S.,  the  prisoners  launched 
a hunger  strike,  and  eleven  attempted  to 
escape  into  Cuba  proper.  A U.S.  federal 
judge  described  the  “cruel  and  unusual 
punishment”  at  Guantanamo: 

“They  live  in  camps  surrounded  by  razor 
barbed  wire....  They  are  guarded  by  the 
military  and  are  not  permitted  to  leave 
the  camp,  except  under  military  escort. 
The  Haitian  detainees  have  been  sub- 
jected to  pre-dawn  military  sweeps  as 
they  sleep  by  as  many  as  400  soldiers 
dressed  in  full  riot  gear.  They  are  con- 
fined like  prisoners  and  are  subject  to 
detention  in  the  brig  without  hearing  for 
camp  rule  infraction." 

— “Mother  Courage  and  the  Costs 
of  War.”  Partner  To  The  Poor: 

A Paul  Farmer  Reader  (2010) 

U.S.  imperialism’s  horrific  abuse  of 
HIV-positive  Haitians  mirrored  its  malign 
neglect  of  AIDS  sufferers  on  the  home 
front.  When  AIDS  was  first  identified  in 
the  early  1980s  in  the  U.S.,  religious  and 
social  bigotry  contributed  to  it  being  ini- 
tially branded  as  a "gay  disease.”  When  it 
began  to  spread  especially  in  the  ghettos, 
it  was  stigmatized  as  a "poor  black  dis- 
ease” as  well.  Meanwhile,  the  capitalist 
rulers  were  spending  only  pitiful  amounts 
for  treatment  and  to  research  the  disease. 

In  2001,  the  U.S.  dismissed  a Cuban 
offer  to  staff  an  ambitious  international 
program  to  treat  HIV  in  exchange  for 
funding  and  supplies  of  drugs,  which  the 
island  is  prevented  from  importing  due 
to  the  U.S.  embargo.  In  2011,  the  Obama 
administration  blocked  $4  million  in  fund- 
ing from  the  Global  Fund  to  Fight  AIDS, 
Tuberculosis  and  Malaria,  destined  for 
Cuba’s  National  HIV/AIDS  Program.  The 
U.S.  embargo  has  also  impeded  Cuba's 
ongoing  efforts  to  develop  an  HIV/AIDS 
vaccine. 

Socially  retrograde  policies  have 
marked  the  U.S.  government's  AIDS 
programs  into  the  present.  The  Obama 
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White  House  has  adopted  and  pursued 
the  President’s  Emergency  Plan  for  AIDS 
Relief  (PEPFAR)  established  by  George 
W.  Bush  in  2003.  Many  HIV-infected 
individuals  abroad  have  received  antiret- 
roviral therapy  under  the  program,  mainly 
in  sub-Saharan  Africa.  At  the  same  time, 
the  program  funded  religious  organiza- 
tions to  push  reactionary  moral  codes, 
e.g.,  sexual  abstinence  and  monogamy. 
As  one  American  health  specialist  in 
Rwanda  commented:  "The  administration 
may  have  managed  to  generate  more,  not 
fewer,  AIDS  cases  by  pushing  this  largely 
religiously-driven  policy”  (“PEPFAR's 
Shortcomings:  What  Is  to  Be  Done?” 
Huffington  Post,  31  July).  “Faith-based” 
programs  get  a third  of  PEPFAR  financ- 
ing. But  the  bulk  of  the  lucre  goes  to  the 
U.S.  pharmaceutical  giants. 

Contradictions  of 
Cuban  Stalinism 

It  is  the  qualitative  superiority  of  a col- 
lectivized economy  over  the  anarchic, 
profit-driven  capitalist  system  that  has 
allowed  Cuba  to  deal  with  AIDS  on  a 
rational,  scientific  basis  and  to  achieve 
great  gains  in  education  and  other  areas. 
An  overturn  of  the  collectivized  property 
forms  would  be  a historic  step  backwards, 
not  only  for  Cuba’s  working  people  but  for 
the  toilers  throughout  the  world. 

Retrogression  has  certainly  defined 
the  former  Soviet  Union,  where  capitalist 
restoration  has  brought  massive  economic 
and  social  immiseration.  The  obliteration 
of  the  public  health  system  has  contrib- 
uted to  a historically  unprecedented  drop 
in  life  expectancy.  Tuberculosis,  which 
had  been  effectively  eradicated  in  the 
USSR,  returned  with  a vengeance,  par- 
ticularly with  increased  incarceration  in 
overcrowded,  unsanitary  prisons.  And 
in  its  wake  came  HIV/AIDS.  The  rise  of 
HIV  in  Russia  is  mainly  due  to  growing 
rates  of  injecting  drug  use,  which  in  turn 
is  closely  linked  to  the  sharp  increase  in 
poverty.  A Russian  TB  doctor  quoted  in 
Partner  to  the  Poor  put  it  eloquently  in 


1998:  “I  have  spent  my  entire  medical 
career  caring  for  prisoners  with  tubercu- 
losis. And  although  we  complained  about 
shortages  in  the  eighties,  we  had  no  idea 
how  good  we  had  it  then.  Now  it’s  a daily 
struggle  for  food,  drugs,  lab  supplies, 
even  heat  and  electricity.” 

As  we  said  in  regard  to  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state,  it  is  the  fun- 
damental duty  of  the  proletariat  interna- 
tionally to  defend  the  Cuban  deformed 
workers  state  against  imperialism  and 
domestic  counterrevolutionary  forces. 
But  we  give  no  political  support  to  Cuba’s 
Stalinist  bureaucracy,  which  promotes  the 
fallacy  that  socialism — a society  of  mate- 
rial abundance — can  be  achieved  in  one 
country  (let  alone  an  island).  In  practice, 
this  has  meant  opposing  the  fight  for  work- 
ers revolutions  in  the  rest  of  the  Caribbean 
and  Latin  America,  to  say  nothing  of  the 
U.S.  and  other  imperialist  centers,  and 
instead  fostering  deadly  illusions  in  “pro- 


gressive” bourgeois  regimes — e.g.,  Salva- 
dor Allende’s  Chilean  popular  front  in  the 
early  1970s  and  today’s  Venezuela  under 
Hugo  Chdvez.  To  defend  and  extend  the 
social  gains  in  Cuba  requires  a struggle 
for  a proletarian  political  revolution  that 
creates  a regime  based  on  workers  democ- 
racy and  committed  to  the  fight  for  world 
socialism. 

In  the  Stalinist  tradition,  the  Castroite 
regime  has  glorified  the  role  of  the  nuclear 
family  in  Cuba.  This  has  been  accompa- 
nied by  the  persecution  of  gays,  particu- 
larly in  the  1960s  and  1970s.  The  Batista- 
era  criminalization  of  homosexuality  was 
not  repealed  until  1979,  and  the  penaliza- 
tion of  “Haunting"  in  public,  a measure 
used  by  the  cops  to  harass  gay  men, 
was  not  repealed  until  1987.  Since  that 
time,  there  has  been  a certain  increase 
in  official  tolerance  of  gays,  as  seen  for 
example  in  the  treatment  of  HIV/AIDS. 
Since  the  1990s,  men  who  have  sex  with 
men  have  been  the  ones  most  affected  by 
the  disease.  Health  care  programs  have 
been  adapted  to  emphasize  safer  sex  and 
to  promote  greater  acceptance  of  homo- 
sexuality. Nevertheless,  the  machismo 
that  remains  widespread  on  the  island  as 
elsewhere  in  Latin  America  reinforces 
homophobia.  And  it  sure  doesn’t  help  that 
both  under  Fidel  and  Raul  Castro,  Catho- 
lic popes  have  been  hosted  in  Cuba,  where 
they  have  spread  their  counterrevolution- 
ary religious  poison. 

Cuba  today  is  increasingly  racked  by 
the  severe  limitations  of  an  isolated  work- 
ers state  facing  a relentlessly  hostile  U.S. 
imperialism.  Cuba’s  stagnant  economy 
has  never  fully  recovered  from  the  severe 
crisis  that  followed  the  cutoff  of  aid  from 
the  former  Soviet  Union.  Over  the  past 
two  years,  Havana  has  moved  toward 
implementing  a certain  amount  of  “mar- 
ket reforms" — the  standard  means  by 
which  Stalinist  regimes,  which  exclude 
the  working  class  from  political  power,  try 
to  correct  the  imbalances  in  bureaucrati- 
cally mismanaged  planned  economies. 

Within  the  confines  of  Stalinist  rule, 
neither  the  advocates  of  market  reforms/ 
decentralization  nor  those  who  would 
return  to  a more  rigidly  centralized  econ- 
omy can  provide  a way  out.  The  way  for- 
ward lies  in  the  Cuban  workers  sweeping 
away  the  Castroite  bureaucracy  through 
a political  revolution.  Our  article  “Cuba: 
Economic  Crisis  and  ‘Market  Reforms’” 
(WV  No.  986,  16  September  2011)  put 
things  squarely: 

"A  Cuba  ruled  by  elected  workers  and 
peasants  councils — open  to  all  parties 
that  defend  the  revolution — would  be  a 
beacon  for  working  people  throughout 
Latin  America  and  beyond.  The  ultimate 
answer  to  Cuba’s  economic  backwardness 
and  the  only  road  to  a future  of  material 
abundance,  social  equality  and  personal 
freedom  is  international  proletarian  revo- 
lution— not  least  in  the  U.S.  imperialist 
bastion — leading  to  rational  global  eco- 
nomic planning  and  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist order.  The  necessary  corollary  to  this 
perspective  is  the  forging  of  a Trotskyist 
party  in  Cuba,  part  of  a reborn  Fourth 
International,  to  lead  a proletarian  politi- 
cal revolution  to  victory."  ■ 
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Gore  Vidal : An  Appreciation 


The  author  Gore  Vidal  died  on  July 
31  of  complications  from  pneumonia;  he 
was  86  years  old.  He  left  a rich  body  of 
work:  novels,  plays,  essays,  movie  scripts, 
countless  interviews  and  public  talks  as 
well  as  two  memoirs.  He  was  a man  who 
understood  that  this  country  has  a his- 
tory, and  he  put  his  considerable  talents 
to  use  in  exposing  and  demolishing  the 
mythologies,  hypocrisies  and  outright  lies 
designed  to  present  America  as  the  culmi- 
nation of  the  quest  for  heaven  on  earth. 

In  an  interview  with  the  Progressive 
(August  2006),  Vidal  described  himself 
thus:  “I’m  a lover  of  the  old  republic  and 
I deeply  resent  the  empire  our  Presidents 
put  in  its  place.”  He  was  a radical  egalitar- 
ian in  the  age  of  imperialism,  an  enemy  of 
bigotry  and  religiosity  and  impeccable  on 
matters  of  sex  and  morality  and  women's 
equality.  Gore  Vidal  was  a superb  writer 
and  quite  simply  the  greatest  American 
essayist  since  Edmund  Wilson.  As  Marx- 
ists, we  keenly  appreciate  his  body  of 
work.  While  our  parallel  attitudes  on 
many  social  and  historical  issues  came 
from  very  different  vantage  points,  they 
often  put  us  on  common  ground — from  an 
appreciation  of  the  centrality  of  the  Civil 
War  in  U.S.  history,  to  sex  and  religion. 

Born  at  West  Point  in  1925  and  raised 
among  the  rich  and  famous.  Gore  Vidal 


was  very  much  aware  that  there  is  a rul- 
ing class  in  the  U.S.  “But,"  he  noted,  "it’s 
the  best-kept  secret  in  the  United  States” 
( Vanity  Fair,  June  1987).  His  maternal 
grandfather,  Thomas  Pryor  (T.P.)  Gore, 
was  a longtime  Senator  from  Oklahoma. 
His  father.  Eugene,  founded  three  airlines 
and  served  under  Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  as 
director  of  the  Bureau  of  Air  Commerce. 
His  mother,  Nina,  divorced  Eugene  in  1935 
and  married  Hugh  D.  Auchincloss,  the 
stepfather  of  Jacqueline  Kennedy  Onassis. 

Vidal  went  to  the  right  schools: 
St.  Albans  School  in  Washington  and  then 
Phillips  Exeter  Academy  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. He  joined  the  Army  in  World  War  II 
at  the  age  of  17,  serving  as  first  mate  on  a 
freight  supply  ship  in  the  Aleutian  Islands. 
He  did  not  go  on  to  university.  As  he  noted 
in  his  second  memoir.  Point  to  Point  Nav- 
igation (2006):  "After  nearly  three  years 
in  the  army,  the  thought  of  four  years  at 
Harvard  was  unbearable....  I would  ‘live 
by  writing,’  I said.  And  so  I did.” 

He  was  radicalized  initially  by  the 
outpouring  of  homophobic  censure  that 
greeted  his  early  novel.  The  City  and  the 
Pillar  (1948).  Vidal  claimed  that  his  next 
five  books  were  blacked  out  by  the  New 
York  Times  as  well  as  by  Time  and  News- 
week. In  its  obituary,  the  Times  (1  August) 


grudgingly  conceded  its  role  in  scandal- 
izing the  novel  and  more:  "Mr.  Vidal 
later  claimed  that  the  literary  and  critical 
establishment.  The  New  York  Times  espe- 
cially. had  blacklisted  him  because  of  the 
book,  and  he  may  have  been  right."  We 
believe  Vidal  would  get  a chuckle  out  of 
the  fact  that  the  Times  blew  it  when  pub- 
lishing the  obituary,  making  no  less  than 
three  whopping  factual  mistakes,  includ- 
ing one  on  his  sex  life,  which  required  an 
embarrassing  correction  (3  August). 

As  Vidal  explained,  "I  exist  to  say, 
‘No.  that  isn’t  the  way  it  is,’  or  ‘What  you 
believe  to  be  true  is  not  true  for  the  fol- 
lowing reasons.’  I am  a master  of  the  obvi- 
ous. I mean,  if  there’s  a hole  in  the  road,  I 
will,  viciously,  outrageously,  say  there’s  a 
hole  in  the  road  and  if  you  don’t  fill  it  in 
you’ll  break  the  axle  of  your  car”  ("The 
Scholar  Squirrels  and  the  National  Secu- 
rity State:  An  Interview  with  Gore  Vidal" 
by  Jon  Wiener,  Radical  History  Review 
No.  44.  1989). 

Vidal  was  also  radicalized  by  the  post- 
World  War  II  McCarthyite  witchhunt  and 
the  blacklisting  of  leftists,  particularly  in 
the  entertainment  business  in  which  he 
worked  during  that  time.  In  the  interview 
with  Wiener,  he  recounted:  "I  decided 
that  1 would  do  an  anti-McCarthy  play  on 
Philco-Goodyear  Playhouse:  something 


called  ‘A  Sense  of  Justice’.”  Vidal  also 
turned  his  go-for-the-jugular  wit  and  seri- 
ous study  of  history  to  religion.  Referring 
to  his  novel  about  the  "apostate”  Roman 
Emperor,  Julian  (1964),  he  remarked: 
"I’ve  always  been  anti-Christian,  but  I 
wanted  to  know  why.  So  I investigated 
the  cult,  a radicalizing  thing  to  do  since  I 
come  from  that  tradition.” 

In  1968,  when  Vidal  says  he  was  caught 
in  the  Chicago  police  riot  at  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  Convention,  he  "came  out,  as 
it  were,  into  radical  politics.”  But  he  was 
not  a Marxist.  From  his  youth,  he  had 
been  determined  to  be  a politician.  He 
ran  unsuccessfully  for  office  in  the  early 
1960s  (and  later  in  1982)  as  a Democrat. 
He  became  co-chairman,  with  Benjamin 
Spock,  of  what  would  become  the  People’s 
Party  (affiliated  with  the  Peace  and  Free- 
dom Party).  He  was  involved  in  that  effort 
from  1968  to  1972,  the  year  that  Demo- 
cratic Senator  George  McGovern,  a Viet- 
nam War  “dove,"  mounted  a presidential 
campaign  only  to  get  trounced  by  Richard 
Nixon.  Vidal  told  Wiener,  "1  quit  when 
McGovern,  in  the  primaries,  was  saying 
everything  we  were,  and  rather  better." 

Despite  his  own  campaigns  and 
acquaintance  with  much  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party  glitterati,  Vidal  did  not  gloss 


over  the  nature  of  the  beast.  As  he  told  the 
Progressive : "I  have  been  saying  for  the 
last  thousand  years  that  the  United  States 
has  only  one  party — the  property  party. 
It’s  the  party  of  big  corporations,  the  party 
of  money.  It  has  two  right  wings:  one  is 
Democrat  and  the  other  is  Republican.” 

As  a truth-teller,  Vidal  made  his  share 
of  enemies.  After  his  death,  one  David 
Greenberg  wrote  a vile  piece  headlined: 
"Stop  Eulogizing  Gore  Vidal:  He  Was  a 
Racist  and  an  Elitist"  ( Slate  Magazine,  2 
August),  which  rides  to  the  defense  of  the 
Zionist  neocon  Commentary  crowd,  circa 
1986-87.  At  that  time.  Vidal  had  had  the 
temerity  to  tangle  with  part  of  the  Zion- 
ist lobby  devoted  to  pressuring  Congress 
on  Israel’s  behalf.  The  Commentary  Cold 
Warriors — editor  Norman  Podhoretz  and 
his  wife.  Midge  Decter — responded  with 
an  attack  baiting  Vidal  as  an  anti-Semite. 
Podhoretz  had  established  his  reputation 
as  a racist  back  in  the  1960s  with  his 
essay  "My  Negro  Problem — And  Ours" 
and  was  outspoken  in  his  bigotry  against 
homosexuals. 

Vidal  skewered  the  Podhoretz/Decter 
team  in  the  Nation  (22  March  1986): 
“Joyously  they  revel  in  the  politics  of 
hate,  with  plangent  attacks  on  blacks  and/ 
or  fags  and/or  liberals,  trying,  always,  to 
outdo  those  moral  majoritarians  who  will, 
as  Armageddon  draws  near,  either  con- 
vert all  the  Jews,  just  as  the  Good  Book 
says,  or  kill  them."  Commenting  on  Pod- 
horetz’s  proclamation  that  for  him  the 
“Civil  War  is  as  remote  and  as  irrelevant 
as  the  War  of  the  Roses,"  Vidal  noted,  "I 
realized  then  that  he  was  not  planning 
to  become  an  ‘assimilated  American,’  to 
use  the  old-fashioned  terminology;  but, 
rather,  his  first  loyalty  would  always  be 
to  Israel."  Podhoretz  whined  that  Vidal’s 
essay  was  "the  most  blatantly  anti-Semitic 
outburst  to  have  appeared  in  a respectable 
American  periodical  since  World  War  II” 
(Commentary,  November  1986). 

It  was  at  this  time  that  we  took  up 
the  cudgels  in  defense  of  Vidal  against 
the  witchhunters  and  established  a mod- 
est correspondence  with  him.  Our  main 
article  in  defense  of  Vidal,  titled  “Gore 
Vidal:  Bad  Boy  of  the  Bourgeoisie,"  was 
published  in  Spartacist  (English-language 
edition)  No.  40.  Summer  1987.  We  quoted 
Vidal’s  statement: 

“We  stole  other  people’s  land.  We  mur- 
dered many  of  the  inhabitants.  We 
imposed  our  religion — and  rule — on  the 
survivors.  General  Grant  was  ashamed 
of  what  we  did  to  Mexico,  and  so  am 
I.  Mark  Twain  was  ashamed  of  what 
we  did  in  the  Philippines,  and  so  am  I. 
Midge  is  not  because  in  the  Middle  East 
another  predatory  people  is  busy  steal- 
ing other  people's  land  in  the  name  of 
an  alien  theocracy.  She  is  a propagandist 
for  these  predators  (paid  for?)  and  that  is 
what  all  this  nonsense  is  about." 

In  August  1987  he  wrote  to  us  to  applaud 
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Gore  Vidal,  April  2007. 

our  article  as  "the  clearest  and  most 
detailed  so  far — not  to  mention  informa- 
tory:  I learned  a good  deal.” 

Vidal  had  come  to  know  the  social  real- 
ity of  this  country.  That’s  why,  from  the 
centrality  of  the  Civil  War  in  American 
social  and  political  life  to  the  racist  hor- 
rors perpetrated  at  the  time  of  Hurricane 
Katrina,  he  was  so  eloquent.  Recalling 
watching  "the  catastrophe  that  has  left 
most  of  New  Orleans  under  water”  from 
his  home  in  Italy,  he  observed  in  Point  to 
Point  Navigation : 

“The  Italians  are  astonished  at  the  casu- 
alness with  which  the  American  govern- 
ment goes  about  saving  those  clinging 
to  life  atop  the  roofs  of  buildings.  Tact 
keeps  the  local  press  from  noting  what 
every  American  knows:  those  who  have 
been  abandoned  by  lifesavers  belong  to 
our  permanent  underclass:  the  African 
Americans." 

We  hated  a lot  of  the  same  people 
for  about  the  same  reasons.  Our  special 
debt  to  Vidal  is  for  the  seven  novels — 
from  Burr  (1973)  to  Lincoln  (1984)  and 
Empire  (1987)  through  to  The  Golden  Age 
(2000) — that  constitute  the  "Narratives  of 
Empire"  collection.  Vidal  told  the  truth, 
and  that  is  both  rare  and  subversive.  And, 
he  embraced  life,  not  what  he  referred  to  as 
the  “death  cult”  of  Christianity  and  other 
religions,  nor  the  stultifying,  hypocriti- 
cal conformity  of  the  holy  family.  There 
is  more  truth  in  Vidal’s  fiction  than  in 
many  celebrated  works  of  “history.”  The 
Prometheus  Research  Library,  archive  of 
the  Spartacist  League  Central  Committee, 
long  ago  made  Gore  Vidal  a subject  cat- 
egory and  collected  his  writings  to  educate 
comrades  with  provocatively  good  reads. 

Gore  Vidal  is  buried  side  by  side  with 
his  partner  of  50  years,  Howard  Austen, 
near  the  grave  of  his  first  love,  Jimmie 
Tribble,  who  was  slain  in  World  War  II. 
We  will  miss  his  creative  spark,  but  his 
legacy  will  continue  to  enrich  us.  ■ 
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After  Spartacist  supporter  tore  down  Confederate  flag  in  San  Francisco  Civic 
Center,  April  1984,  Gore  Vidal  autographed  title  page  of  his  novel  Lincoln  for 
us:  Lincoln  "would  also  have  wanted  the  flag’s  symbolic  removal.” 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 
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Left:  October  2011  NYC  protest.  Right:  Populist  Democrat  William  Jennings  Bryan  in  1890s.  Occupy’s 
populism  promotes  lie  that  workers,  cops,  small  businessmen  share  common  interests. 


Doubleday 

99  percent” 


Who  Owns 
America... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

Only  in  this  way  will  the  resources  of 
society  be  able  to  be  used  for  the  benefit 
of  the  population  and  not  the  profit  of  a 
small,  parasitical  class. 

During  the  Occupy  movement,  it  was 
not  uncommon  for  so-called  Marxists  to 
prettify  it  by  claiming  that  even  if  Occupy 
lacked  an  explicit  class-based  perspective 
it  had  an  implicit  one.  Paul  LeBlanc,  a 
longtime  reformist,  most  recently  of  the 
ISO  variety,  wrote  in  Socialist  Worker 
(26  April):  "The  fundamental  perspec- 
tive of  the  Occupy  movement  has  been 
to  replace  the  power  of  the  wealthy  and 
oppressive  1 percent  with  the  power  of  the 
99  percent,  the  great  majority  of  whom 
are  working  class  whether  blue  collar, 
white  collar  or  unemployed.”  He  contin- 
ued, “This  power  shift  from  the  wealthy 
few  to  the  great  majority  of  people  is  a 
revolutionary  goal."  In  fact,  the  Occupy 
rhetoric  of  the  99  percent  is  counterposed 
to  a class  perspective. 

The  ruling  class  is  much  smaller  than 
1 percent  and  the  proletariat,  while  vastly 
greater  than  the  capitalists,  is  smaller  than 
99  percent.  Further,  it’s  necessary  to  point 
out  that  the  very  concept  of  99  percent  is 
not  very  useful.  Usually  the  way  this  fig- 
ure is  used  is  to  refer  to  people’s  income. 

Capitalists,  in  fact,  do  not  live  off 
paychecks  but  returns  from  their  invest- 
ments— that  is,  their  capital.  In  2010. 
Mitt  Romney  and  his  wife  had  an  income 
of  more  than  $21.6  million,  but  exactly 


none  of  this  came  in  the  form  of  wages 
or  salaries.  As  an  aside,  there  is  quite  a 
bit  of  confusion  over  what  wealth  actu- 
ally is.  Many  people,  including  workers, 
own  a house  or  a little  stock  in  the  form 
of  a pension  or  a 401(k)  plan.  As  the  last 
several  years  show,  the  value  of  these 
things  can  be  erased  almost  overnight. 

In  any  case,  when  we  talk  about  wealth, 
it  is  about  the  productive  wealth  of  society. 
This  type  of  wealth  is  passed  down  from 
generation  to  generation.  By  contrast, 
income  is  quite  precarious.  Income  ends 
when  an  individual  dies,  gets  laid  off  or 
otherwise  can’t  work.  In  the  1930s,  Ferdi- 
nand Lundberg,  a radical  journalist,  wrote 
a book  called  America's  60  Families  that 
traced  how  this  wealth  is  controlled  and 
passed  down  among  the  bourgeoisie. 

There  are  more  than  200  million 
adults  in  the  U.S..  so  by  definition  the 
top  1 percent  comprises  more  than  two 
million  people.  It’s  everybody  who  made 
more  than  $352,000  in  2010.  Most  of 
these  are  well-paid  professionals  or  busi- 
nessmen who  live  much  better  than  most 
Americans.  But  the  actual  ruling  class  is 
much  smaller,  a fraction  of  this  1 percent. 

As  I mentioned,  not  all  of  the  remain- 
ing 99  percent  of  the  population  consists 
of  workers.  This  multitude  contains  all 
sorts  of  people  who  don’t  share  common 
interests.  The  most  impoverished  and 
oppressed  sections  of  the  population,  who 
have  no  connection  to  production,  are  the 
people  who  Karl  Marx  called  the  lumpen- 
proletariat,  such  as  homeless  people  or 


criminals.  There  are  the  ever-growing 
unemployed,  who  Marx  called  the  reserve 
army  of  labor.  The  99  percent  also  includes 
direct  agents  of  the  state — cops,  security 
guards,  judges,  prison  guards — as  well 
as  office  workers,  technicians,  managers, 
computer  programmers,  teachers,  college 
professors  and  other  members  of  the  intel- 
ligentsia. There  are  also  a few  small  farm- 
ers, especially  in  New  Jersey,  where  I live. 
And  finally  there  are  actual  workers. 

Talk  of  the  99  percent  obscures  the 
political  importance  of  the  working  class. 
Notwithstanding  changes  in  industrial 
technique,  the  proletariat  remains  central 


to  a revolutionary  perspective  today.  It 
continues  to  occupy  a unique  role  in  the 
heart  of  the  process  of  production,  and  it 
is  through  the  exploitation  of  the  work- 
ing class  that  the  capitalists  derive  profit. 
Concentrating  workers  in  large  factories 
and  great  urban  centers,  the  capitalists 
have  created  the  instrument  of  their  own 
destruction  as  an  exploiting  class.  For 
the  working  class  to  emancipate  itself,  it 
must  abolish  all  exploitation,  leading  to 
a society  without  class  distinction.  This 
requires  a revolution  that  establishes  a 
workers  government  to  expropriate  the 
capitalists,  because  capitalism  cannot  be 
fundamentally  reformed. 

Chattel  Slavery  and 
Early  American  Capitalism 

Although  for  many  people  capitalism 
seems  natural,  it  is  a historically  recent 
development.  In  the  17th  and  18th  centu- 
ries. the  bourgeoisie  in  different  European 
countries — beginning  with  the  Dutch  and 
the  English  and  then  culminating  most 
spectacularly  with  the  French — overthrew 
the  feudal  order  and  made  itself  the  rul- 
ing class.  This  coincided  with  what  Marx 
called  primitive  capital  accumulation.  In 
other  words,  the  capitalists  plundered  and 
stole  wealth  that  they  used  to  kick-start 
capitalism.  As  Marx  explained  in  Capital 
(Volume  I): 

"The  discovery  of  gold  and  silver  in 
America,  the  extirpation,  enslavement 
and  entombment  in  mines  of  the  aborigi- 
nal population,  the  beginning  of  the  con- 


quest and  looting  of  the  East  Indies,  the 
turning  of  Africa  into  a warren  for  the 
commercial  hunting  of  black-skins,  sig- 
nalised the  rosy  dawn  of  the  era  of  capi- 
talist production.  These  idyllic  proceed- 
ings are  the  chief  momenta  of  primitive 
accumulation.” 

Throughout  most  of  the  19th  century, 
capitalism  remade  Europe.  Starting  with 
Britain,  capitalism  went  beyond  its  mer- 
cantile roots  and  became  industrial.  Capi- 
talism was  progressive  in  relation  to  feu- 
dalism because  it  enormously  raised  the 
productive  forces  of  society.  So  much  so 
that  for  the  first  time  there  was  a material 
basis  for  envisioning  an  end  to  scarcity 


and  class  divisions.  As  Friedrich  Engels 
put  it  in  his  book  Anti-Duhring:  "Only  the 
immense  increase  of  the  productive  forces 
attained  by  modern  industry  has  made  it 
possible  to  distribute  labour  among  all 
members  of  society  without  exception, 
and  thereby  to  limit  the  labour-time  of 
each  individual  member  to  such  an  extent 
that  all  have  enough  free  time  left  to  take 


part  in  the  general — both  theoretical  and 
practical — affairs  of  society.”  At  the  same 
time,  private  ownership  of  the  means  of 
production,  which  is  central  to  capitalism, 
became  a barrier  to  the  continued  devel- 
opment of  societies'  productive  forces. 
Capitalism  also  created  the  working 
class:  the  force  with  the  power  and  inter- 
est to  overthrow  capitalism  and  replace  it 
with  socialism. 

Unlike  Europe,  the  United  States  does 
not  have  a feudal  history.  The  British 
colonies  in  North  America  were  from  the 
get-go  integrated  into  British  mercantile 
capitalism.  Unlike  Cromwell  in  England 
or  Robespierre  in  France,  the  American 
revolutionaries  did  not  need  to  create  a 
new  social  system.  Rather,  they  did  not 
like  the  constraints  that  the  British  placed 
on  their  ability  to  develop. 

The  American  bourgeoisie  developed 
much  more  rapidly  than  in  Europe.  Primi- 
tive capital  accumulation  in  the  U.S.. 
including  taking  the  land  from  Native 
Americans  and  profiting  from  black 
slaves,  ended  much  more  recently.  Indeed, 
much  of  the  wealth  of  colonial  America 
came  from  slave-grown  tobacco.  In  the 
North,  merchants  sold  food  and  other 
products  to  the  slave-based  “sugar  col- 
onies" in  the  British  Caribbean  and 
imported  slave-made  sugar.  A major 
cause  of  the  American  Revolution  was 
the  attempt  by  the  British  to  restrict  the 
colonists’  ability  to  import  and  export 
slave-made  commodities. 

After  independence,  the  merchant  cap- 
italists shared  power  in  the  new  repub- 
lic with  the  owners  of  slave  plantations. 
These  merchants  profited  from  exporting 
slave-made  agricultural  products,  first 
tobacco,  later  cotton.  They  also  imported 
products  from  Europe  and  sold  them  to 
the  slave  South.  Chattel  slavery  formed 
the  bedrock  of  American  capitalism. 

By  the  mid  19th  century,  industrial 
capitalism  was  challenging  mercantile 
continued  on  page  8 
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Above:  19th-century  robber  baron  Jay  Gould  (seated  at  left  of  table)  with 
other  “kings  of  Wall  Street."  Below:  State  militia  fires  on  workers  in  Baltimore 
during  Great  Rail  Strike  of  1877. 
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capitalism  in  America.  Big  mercantile 
families  looked  down  on  these  rising 
industrialists,  in  part  because  many  indus- 
trialists had  originally  been  artisans  or 
were  more  involved  in  the  actual  produc- 
tion of  goods.  But  it  also  reflected  the  fact 
that  these  two  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie 
fundamentally  disagreed  over  slavery. 

Many  merchants  were  pro-slavery. 
Industrialists  tended  to  oppose  slavery 
or  at  least  wanted  to  check  its  growth, 
favoring  the  new  Republican  Party  while 
the  merchants  supported  the  Democratic 
Party.  The  dispute  was  over  what  social 
system  was  going  to  dominate  the  U.S.: 
a modern  capitalist  system,  based  on 
exploiting  free  labor,  or  an  agricultural 
slave  system. 

The  Civil  War  resolved  the  issue.  This 
was  America's  great  bourgeois  revolu- 
tion, not  the  1776  Revolution.  The  Civil 
War  smashed  the  Southern  slave  system, 
destroyed  the  slave-owning  class  there 
and  opened  the  road  to  the  development  of 
industrial  capitalism.  It  smashed  slavery, 
but  the  promise  of  full  liberation  for  black 
people — a promise  made  explicit  by  some 
of  the  more  radical  bourgeois  leaders  dur- 
ing the  postwar  Reconstruction  period — 
was  not  fulfilled.  Even  though  black 
people  became  integrated  into  American 
capitalism,  they  remained  forcibly  segre- 
gated at  the  bottom.  This  is  why  we  call 
today  to  finish  the  Civil  War  through  a 
third,  socialist,  American  revolution. 

The  Consolidation 
of  the  Bourgeoisie 

The  modern  American  bourgeoisie 
really  has  its  origins  after  the  Civil  War. 
Some  statistics:  In  1869,  there  were 
almost  twice  as  many  factories  in  the 
United  States  as  in  1859.  In  1873.  there 
was  four  times  as  much  capital  invested 
in  manufacturing  as  in  1865.  In  1866. 
London  and  New  York  City  were  con- 
nected by  telegraph  cable.  The  year 
before,  there  were  35,000  miles  of  rail- 
road track  in  the  U.S.;  by  1873,  there  were 
more  than  70,000  miles  of  track.  This 
reflected  the  rise  of  American  industrial 
capitalism  and  the  American  bourgeoisie. 

Who  was  this  bourgeoisie?  Well,  as  the 
statistics  indicate,  one  representative  sec- 
tion was  the  railroad  companies.  Without 
railroads,  a modern  capitalist  country 
was  impossible,  especially  in  a country 
so  big.  And  so  a group  of  swashbuckling 
pirates  filled  the  breach  to  develop  the 
railroads.  The  attitude  of  the  railroad 
capitalists  of  the  late  19th  century  was 
very  similar  to  the  Internet  start-up  capi- 
talists a century  later.  Actually  provid- 


ing railroad  service  was  far  down  on  the 
list  of  their  priorities.  They  raised  capi- 
tal by  ripping  off  their  investors — one 
favored  method  was  issuing  too  much 
stock  (called  “watering"  the  stock  from 
the  practice  of  giving  cattle  lots  of  water 
before  selling  them  so  they  would  weigh 
more).  The  railroad  magnates  ripped  off 
consumers,  and  they  ripped  off  the  gov- 
ernment, and  they  ripped  off  each  other. 
In  at  least  one  case,  different  capitalists 
fought  pitched  battles  over  control  of  the 
railroads.  Some  of  these  capitalists  are 
still  famous  to  this  day — for  example. 
Jay  Gould. 

It’s  not  for  nothing  that  the  capital- 
ists of  this  period  were  called  "robber 
barons.”  They  undertook  all  kinds  of 
dodgy  schemes  to  get  rich.  One  famous, 
if  comparatively  mild,  example  was  the 
so-called  “Hall  Carbine  Affair."  During 


the  Civil  War,  J.P  Morgan — then  known 
as  the  son  of  banker  Junius  Spencer 
Morgan — was  involved  in  a scheme  to 
buy  several  thousand  defective  rifles  from 
the  U.S.  government.  In  order  to  raise  the 
money  to  buy  these  rifles,  Morgan  and  his 
partners  arranged  to  sell  them  to  the  U.S. 
government  as  new  rifles  at  several  times 
the  original  price.  In  other  words,  the  gov- 
ernment bought  its  own  rifles,  giving  a 
large  profit  to  Morgan  and  his  partners. 
This  would  have  been  farce  if  it  were  not 
tragedy,  especially  for  the  Union  soldiers 
who  had  to  use  the  guns. 

The  1870s  to  the  1890s — the  Gilded 
Age — was  very  important  for  the  Ameri- 
can ruling  class.  The  bourgeoisie  lost 
interest  in  its  plans  to  modernize  the 
South  and  abandoned  the  black  popula- 
tion to  race-terror  and  discrimination. 
Some  capitalists  were  also  looking  to 
turn  a good  profit  in  the  South.  The  evo- 
lution of  the  Republican  Party  reflects 
this  change.  It  went  from  being  an  anti- 
slavery  party  before  the  Civil  War  and 
advocates  of  Reconstruction  after  the  war 
to  being  the  party  of  the  most  powerful 
section  of  the  big  bourgeoisie. 

The  shift  was  also  reflected  on  the  legal 
level.  During  Reconstruction,  Congress 
approved  the  Fourteenth  Amendment, 
which  declared  everybody  born  in  the  U.S. 
a citizen,  regardless  of  race,  color  or  previ- 
ous condition  of  servitude.  The  Amend- 
ment also  states  that  all  citizens  have  the 
right  to  "due  process"  and  “equal  protec- 
tion of  the  laws.”  In  1886,  the  Supreme 
Court  ruled  that  corporations  had  the  same 
Fourteenth  Amendment  rights  as  people 
did.  A decade  later,  in  the  infamous  Plessy 
v.  Ferguson  decision,  the  Court  essentially 
ruled  that  the  Amendment  did  not  apply  to 
black  people  at  all,  consolidating  legal  Jim 
Crow  segregation. 

The  capitalists  became  self-aware  of 
their  role  in  society  and  determined  to 
maintain  that  role.  The  bourgeoisie  consol- 
idated as  a national  class,  emerging  out  of 
local  elites.  This  reflected  the  creation  of 
a national  market:  industrialists,  merchants 
and  bankers  in  one  part  of  the  country  dealt 
with  their  counterparts  elsewhere.  They 
often  owned  factories,  banks  or  railroads 
throughout  the  U.S.  In  this  period,  more 


and  more  capitalists  moved  to  Manhattan, 
even  if  they  had  made  their  fortunes  else- 
where, because  it  was  the  meeting  ground 
of  the  bourgeoisie.  Among  them  were  the 
Armours  from  Chicago,  Andrew  Carnegie 
from  Pittsburgh,  John  D.  Rockefeller  from 
Pennsylvania,  Maximillian  Fleischmann 
from  Cincinnati  and  Meyer  Guggenheim 
from  Colorado. 

Part  of  the  self-awareness  of  the  bour- 
geoisie was  the  creation  of  important 
social  networks.  In  New  York  City  alone, 
there  were  dozens  of  exclusive  clubs. 
These  included  the  Union  Club,  the  Union 
League,  the  Manhattan  Club,  the  Knick- 
erbocker Club,  the  Calumet,  the  Metro- 
politan. the  Tbxedo,  the  New  York  Yacht 
Club  and  the  Racquet  Club.  The  average 
wealthy  New  Yorker  belonged  to  five  of 
these  clubs.  J.P.  Morgan  belonged  to  19. 

Then  there  were  cultural  institutions, 
such  as  the  Metropolitan  Opera,  the  Met- 
ropolitan Museum  of  Art  and  the  New 
York  Philharmonic.  These  were  run  by 
donations  from  the  bourgeoisie.  Even 
today,  one  of  the  major  benefactors  of 
the  Metropolitan  Opera  is  the  billion- 
aire and  Tea  Party  backer  David  Koch, 
who  donated  $2.5  million  in  2010  alone. 
There  were  also  private  boarding  schools 
and  elite  universities — particularly  Har- 
vard and  Yale — that  rose  to  prominence, 
not  to  mention  the  endless  balls,  dinner 
parties  and  other  forms  of  socializing. 

If  this  appears  frivolous  and  wasteful,  it 
was  very  important  to  cohering  the  Amer- 
ican capitalist  class  by  linking  together 
capitalists  from  across  the  country  and 
from  different  industries.  Not  every  capi- 
talist knew  every  other  capitalist,  but  none 
was  far  removed  from  any  other,  which 
facilitated  trust  and  a good  working  rela- 
tionship. It  also  created  a veneer  of  culture 
and  refinement — which  is  often  referred 
to  as  "class” — something  the  American 
bourgeoisie  didn’t  really  have  before  this 
point.  It  emphasized  the  “right"  and  call- 
ing of  the  bourgeoisie  to  run  society  by 
helping  distinguish  it  from  the  rest  of  the 
population,  who  did  not  have  the  culture 
that  their  "betters”  had.  On  a more  prac- 
tical level,  such  networks  allowed  the 
sons  and  daughters  of  the  bourgeoisie  to 
get  to  know  one  another.  As  Lundberg 
documents,  just  as  with  medieval  dynas- 
ties, the  American  bourgeoisie  formed 
alliances  through  marrying  one  another. 
This  served  to  more  closely  concentrate 
the  wealth  of  this  class. 

Class  Battles 

and  Labor  Statesmen 

The  bourgeoisie  was  also  compelled 
into  action  by  awareness  of  threats  to  its 
own  rule.  In  Europe,  the  "spectre  of  com- 
munism” threatened  capitalism,  as  was 
most  spectacularly  demonstrated  by  the 
1871  Paris  Commune,  when  French  work- 
ers briefly  seized  power.  In  the  U.S.  at  the 
time,  industrial  workers  began  to  organ- 
ize and  fight  for  their  interests.  The  first 
national  strike  took  place  in  1877— the 
Great  Railroad  Strike.  In  the  same  year, 
the  bourgeoisie  abandoned  its  prior  com- 
mitment to  "reconstructing”  the  South, 
shifting  its  focus  to  maintaining  its  rule 
over  the  country. 

In  a series  of  labor  battles  over  subse- 
quent decades,  the  bourgeoisie  resorted 
to  the  power  of  the  state  against  the 
workers.  Between  1880  and  1930.  the 
courts  issued  some  4,300  injunctions 
against  unions.  Between  1869  and  1892, 
employers  used  Pinkerton  thugs  in  77 
different  strikes;  over  roughly  the  same 
time,  state  militias  were  deployed  against 
striking  workers  150  times.  As  a result, 
strikers  were  more  likely  to  be  killed  or 
injured  in  the  U.S.  than  in  almost  any 
other  advanced  capitalist  country.  As  the 
Commercial  and  Financial  Chronicle  put 
it  in  1887,  alter  the  explosive  growth  of 
the  first  national  labor  movement: 

"As  the  Knights  of  Labor  grew  in  mem- 
bership, and  the  number  of  boycotts 
increased,  merchants  and  manufacturers 
began  to  feel  that  they  had  a common 
interest  in  preventing  the  growth  of  any 
such  irresponsible  power;  they  had  a com- 
mon interest  in  maintaining  industrial 
order  and  independence  which  was  more 
important  than  any  temporary  advantage 
to  be  obtained  over  a commercial  rival." 
Given  the  amount  of  strikes  and  work- 
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ers’  militancy  in  the  late  19th  century, 
one  could  be  forgiven  for  predicting  that 
the  U.S.  labor  movement  would  become 
the  strongest  in  the  world.  Why  did  this 
not  happen?  It  was  in  part  because  the 
bourgeoisie  was  always  willing  to  use 
brutal  repression.  But  the  bourgeoisie 
also  exploited  ethnic,  linguistic,  religious 
and,  later,  racial  divisions  in  the  working 
class.  As  Jay  Gould  bragged:  “I  can  hire 
one  half  of  the  working  class  to  kill  the 
other  half." 

Much  of  the  blame  for  the  low  class 
consciousness  of  American  workers  falls 
on  the  trade-union  bureaucracy.  Most 
early  unions  represented  a narrow  group 
of  skilled  white  workers,  mainly  native- 
born  but  also  some  Protestant  immigrants. 
Under  the  tutelage  of  Samuel  Gompers, 
head  of  the  cigar  makers  union  and  later 
the  founder-leader  of  the  American  Fed- 
eration of  Labor  (AFL),  union  leaders 
ignored  immigrant  and  unskilled  workers, 
the  majority  of  the  class.  They  refused  to 
organize  black  and  immigrant — espe- 
cially Chinese — workers.  Gompers  also 
pioneered  the  so-called  non-partisan 
approach:  instead  of  a party  that  reflected 
the  class  interests  of  workers — even  if  in  a 
deformed  way — the  AFL  supported  what- 
ever bourgeois  candidate  promised  more. 
Needless  to  say,  Gompers  and  his  ilk  were 
contemptuous  of  political  struggle  and 
sworn  enemies  of  socialism.  They  wanted 
to  work  within  the  capitalist  system. 

The  Dominance  of 
Finance  Capital 

After  the  Civil  War,  the  tremendous 
expansion  of  industry  required  capital. 
And  for  this,  banks  were  crucial.  One 
of  the  original  purposes  of  investment 
banks  was  to  provide  American  compa- 
nies access  to  foreign — particularly  Brit- 
ish— capital. 

The  1870s  and  1880s  set  the  stage  for 
the  ascendency  of  finance  capital  and  the 
emergence  of  modern  imperialism.  The 
nation-state  system,  which  had  served  as  a 


crucible  for  the  rise  of  the  capitalist  class, 
came  ever  more  sharply  into  conflict  with 
the  needs  of  an  international  economic 
order  that  capitalism  itself  had  brought 
about.  The  rapid  development  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism  meant  that  the  bourgeoi- 
sie went  from  being  progressive  to  being 
reactionary  in  the  span  of  a generation. 

The  growth  of  finance  capital  led  to 
American  investments  abroad,  which 
entailed  exploiting  and  oppressing  the 
peoples  of  the  colonial  and  semicolonial 
world,  particularly  in  Latin  America,  the 
Caribbean  and  Asia.  In  1898,  the  U.S. 
obtained  colonies  in  Cuba.  Puerto  Rico 
and  the  Philippines.  Over  the  next  period, 
the  United  States  invaded  many  Central 
American  and  Caribbean  countries,  some 
of  them  repeatedly.  U.S.  troops  were  sent 
to  Nicaragua  three  times  between  1909 
and  1933.  In  the  first  half  of  the  20th  cen- 
tury, the  capitalist  Great  Powers,  having 
divided  the  world  through  bloody  impe- 
rialist conquest,  embarked  on  a series 
of  wars  to  redivide  it,  seeking  to  expand 
their  colonial  holdings  and  spheres  of 
influence  at  each  other’s  expense.  Enter- 
ing the  interimpej-ialist  World  War  I in 
its  third  year,  the  U.S.  emerged  from  the 
carnage  stronger  than  its  rivals  in  Europe. 

When  the  U.S.  was  first  becoming  an 
imperialist  power,  the  capitalist  class  was 
stressing  the  need  for  stability  and  com- 
mon action.  The  swashbuckling  pirates 
of  the  robber  baron  stage  of  capitalism 
were  not  so  fit  for  the  imperialist  epoch. 
Through  manipulation,  reasoning  and 
force,  big  capitalists  organized  what  they 
called  “trusts” — companies  whose  own- 
ers were  interlocked.  Again  the  banks 
were  crucial,  since  they  were  able  to  gain 
control  of  various  important  companies. 
The  banks  didn't  necessarily  own  all  of 
the  companies,  but  because  they  con- 
trolled incoming  capital,  they  were  able 
to  sway  their  owners. 

In  the  1930s,  Lewis  Corey  (a  radical 
who,  a decade  earlier,  had  been  a founder 
of  the  Communist  Party  under  the  name 
Louis  Fraina)  called  this  process  "Morgan- 
ization.”  J.  P.  Morgan  gained  control  of 
huge  portions  of  the  railroad  industry  and 
shipping.  He  bought  out  other  important 
capitalists — such  as  Andrew  Carnegie — 
and  formed  the  largest  steel  company  in 
American  history,  U.S.  Steel.  Morgan  or 
those  he  controlled  held  341  directorships 
in  112  corporations,  with  an  aggregate 
capitalization  of  over  $22  billion. 

Another  example  is  the  Rockefellers. 
Originating  with  a petroleum  company, 
Standard  Oil,  John  D.  Rockefeller  ex- 
panded his  holdings.  In  1890,  besides  his 
petroleum  interests,  he  had  some  $14  mil- 
lion in  railroad  investments,  $2.8  million 
in  mining,  $2  million  in  other  industries 
and  more  than  $1  million  in  banking.  He 
owned  mines,  paper  mills,  nail  factories, 
timber  mills,  banks,  insurance  compa- 
nies, orange  groves,  soda  factories,  steam- 
ship lines,  real  estate  companies. 

In  other  words,  he  owned  lots  of  means 
of  production.  So  much  so  that  he  could 
not  manage  it  on  a day-to-day  basis.  The 
concentration  of  wealth  created  the  need 
for  a whole  array  of  assistants:  techni- 
cians, engineers,  attorneys,  accountants. 


managers  and  supervisors.  This  stratum 
is  part  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  and  com- 
prises a section  of  what  is  considered  the 
“middle  class.”  The  petty  bourgeoisie, 
while  large,  has  no  independent  social 
role  to  play  in  capitalist  production.  Its 
upper  layers  tend  to  support  the  capital- 
ists, and  its  lower  layers  are  often  sympa- 
thetic to  the  workers. 

Despite  Horatio  Alger’s  novels  and  the 
occasional  “self-made"  man,  the  capital- 
ists were  a class  that  passed  its  wealth 
down  from  generation  to  generation.  In 
1892.  two-thirds  of  the  millionaires  in 
New  York  City  had  inherited  their  for- 
tunes. Sixty-one  percent  of  wealthy  New 
Yorkers  in  1828  were  still  represented, 
either  personally  or  through  their  heirs, 
among  the  city’s  millionaires  in  the  1890s. 

It  was  obvious  that  American  capitalists 
formed  a ruling  class.  They  didn't  just  own 
the  wealth  of  society,  but  they  controlled 
the  state,  and,  usually,  the  politicians  and 
the  government.  Anything  that  threatened 
their  profits  was  smashed.  One  example 
was  the  Populist  movement.  Populists  had 
demanded  reforms  (the  nationalization  of 
the  railroads  and  banks  as  well  as  mon- 
etary and  tax  reforms)  that  they  saw  as 
in  the  interests  of  “the  people”  versus  the 
moneyed  interests.  This  notion  is  kind  of 
the  root,  at  least  intellectually,  of  both  the 
1960s  New  Left  and  the  Occupy  move- 
ment. The  Populists  lumped  together  all 
"producers” — workers  along  with  small 
businessmen  and  farmers.  Even  though 
populism  did  not  fundamentally  threaten 
the  existence  of  capitalism,  the  bourgeoi- 
sie reacted  with  fury.  When  he  was  NYC 
police  commissioner,  Theodore  Roosevelt 
advocated  that  the  Populists  be  treated  “as 
the  Commune  in  Paris  was  suppressed,  by 
taking  ten  or  a dozen  of  their  leaders  out, 
standing  them... against  a wall  and  shoot- 
ing them  dead." 

The  1896  campaign  of  the  populist 
Democratic  Party  candidate  William  Jen- 
nings Bryan  was  a thorn  in  the  side  of 
the  large  capitalists,  who  flooded  the  cof- 
fers of  the  Republicans  with  millions  of 
dollars.  A key  figure  was  Mark  Hanna, 
a Republican  operative  who  spearheaded 
the  use  of  money  to,  in  effect,  buy  can- 
didates and  elections.  The  underlying 
concept  of  Super  PACs  is  not  something 
new.  It’s  not  a perversion  of  American 
democracy,  but  a continuation. 

Candidates  of  both  parties  have  long 
depended  on  large  corporate  donations. 


Lundberg  describes  how  both  Morgan 
and  Rockefeller  essentially  controlled 
politicians  at  all  levels,  up  to  the  presi- 
dent, in  order  to  assure  favorable  policies. 
And  the  government  repaid  these  contri- 
butions, with  interest. 

Growing  Inequality  and 
the  “American  Century” 

By  the  late  1920s,  the  top  one-twentieth 
of  1 percent,  which  was  less  than  40,000 
people,  owned  30  percent  of  U.S.  sav- 
ings. Then  came  the  Great  Depression. 
Since  a large  portion  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie's wealth  was  maintained  in  stock, 
the  crash  of  1929  hurt  the  balance  sheets 
of  the  wealthy.  Four-fifths  of  the  Rock- 
efeller fortune  disappeared.  Corporate 
profits  were  $10  billion  in  1929,  but  in 
1932  there  was  a loss  of  $2.3  billion. 

Don’t  sing  any  sad  songs  for  the 
bourgeoisie.  The  Rockefellers  were  still 
unimaginably  wealthy.  And  as  always, 
the  bourgeoisie  tried  to  make  the  working 
class  pay  for  the  capitalist  crisis.  Unem- 
ployment soared.  More  than  eleven  mil- 
lion Americans — 25  percent  of  the  work- 
force— were  unemployed  in  1932.  Take 
U.S.  Steel,  which  in  1929  had  225,000 
full-time  workers.  By  the  end  of  1932,  it 
continued  on  page  JO 
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was  operating  at  12  percent  capacity  and 
did  not  have  a single  full-time  worker. 
Following  a slight  uptick  in  the  economy, 
the  working  class  began  to  fight  back.  In 
1934,  there  were  more  than  2,000  strikes. 
Among  the  most  important  were  three 
citywide  strikes  in  San  Francisco,  Toledo 
and  Minneapolis.  Led  by  “reds,"  these 
strikes  shook  America  and  paved  the 
way  for  the  class  battles  that  built  the  CIO 
industrial  unions. 

However,  the  new  CIO  leadership, 
often  with  the  help  of  the  Stalinist  Com- 
munist Party,  played  essentially  the  same 
role,  albeit  with  some  more  radical  rheto- 
ric. that  the  Gompers  bureaucracy  had 
played  earlier  in  keeping  class  struggle 
within  the  bounds  of  capitalism.  The 
union  tops  directly  tied  workers  to  the 
class  enemy  through  support  to  Demo- 
crat Franklin  D.  Roosevelt  and  his  New 
Deal,  a series  of  reforms  that  created  a 
basic  welfare  state  in  the  U.S.  Reaction- 
ary capitalist  ideologues  denounced  the 
New  Deal.  But  more  farsighted  bourgeois 
representatives  realized  that  such  reforms 
were  necessary  to  save  capitalism  in  the 
face  of  crisis  and  class  struggle. 

World  War  II — another  interimperial- 
ist war — further  strengthened  the  position 
of  U.S.  capitalism  against  its  European 
rivals.  Emerging  victorious  from  the  war, 
the  bourgeoisie  heralded  the  “American 
century"  because  of  its  growing  power. 
There  were  two  broad  trends  at  the  time. 
First,  there  was  the  Cold  War.  The  victory 
of  the  Soviet  Union  over  Nazi  Germany 
and  the  Red  Army's  liberation  of  much  of 
Central  and  East  Europe  not  only  strength- 
ened the  USSR,  but  also  gave  Communism 
more  prestige  among  the  world’s  exploited 
and  oppressed,  despite  the  horrors  of  Sta- 
lin’s bureaucratic  rule.  The  bourgeoisie 
responded  with  its  drive  against  the  Soviet 
degenerated  workers  state. 

Second,  unions  were  probably  the 
strongest  they  have  ever  been  in  the  U.S. 
in  this  period.  In  1946,  there  was  a mas- 
sive strike  wave.  Between  1933  and  1953, 
private-sector  unionization  grew  from 
15.5  percent  to  35.7  percent,  and  the 
average  manufacturing  wage  nearly  tri- 
pled. After  WWII,  the  bourgeoisie  could 
afford  higher  wages  because  it  was  flush. 
But  it  could  not  accept  any  political  chal- 
lenge to  its  rule.  The  unions  were  purged 
of  the  reds  who  had  helped  build  them. 

Starting  in  the  1960s,  U.S.  capitalism 
entered  a period  of  decline.  U.S.  impe- 
rialism’s defeat  in  Vietnam  in  the  1970s 
was  both  costly  and  embarrassing  for  the 
American  rulers.  For  the  workers  of  the 
world,  it  was  a victory,  especially  as  the 
heroic  Vietnamese  carried  out  a social 
revolution. 

Over  the  next  decades,  millions  of  jobs 
were  lost  as  the  American  bourgeoisie 


gutted  the  unionized  industrial  zones  of 
the  North  and  the  Midwest,  "outsourc- 
ing” plants  first  to  the  non-union  South 
and  Southwest  and  later  to  the  semi- 
colonial world.  At  the  same  time,  the 
capitalists  went  on  a rampage  against  the 
unions,  driving  down  wages,  ripping  up 
benefits  and  attacking  the  standard  of 
living  for  the  working  class.  The  signal 
event  of  this  union-busting  was  Ronald 
Reagan’s  firing  of  the  striking  PATCO 
air  traffic  controllers  in  1981.  Last  year, 
there  were  16  percent  fewer  workers  in 
unions  than  in  1983.  Only  11.2  percent  of 
private-sector  manufacturing  workers  are 
today  members  of  unions,  which  is  worse 
than  it  was  in  the  1920s. 

Not  surprisingly,  this  has  led  to  a 
growth  in  inequality.  Although  critical 
of  viewing  society  in  terms  of  the  “top 
1 percent,”  I want  to  cite  some  avail- 
able statistics,  which  widely  make  use 
of  such  categories.  Between  1979  and 
1989,  the  portion  of  the  country’s  wealth 
held  by  the  richest  1 percent  almost  dou- 
bled, from  22  percent  to  39  percent.  In 
contrast,  in  1999  the  average  real  after- 
tax income  of  the  middle  60  percent  of 
the  population  was  actually  lower  than 
in  1977.  Last  year,  the  Census  Bureau 
reported  that  the  median  family  income 
had  dropped  another  7 percent  alone 
since  2000.  Marx  referred  to  such  trends 
as  the  immiseration  of  the  working  class. 

The  Continuity 
of  the  Ruling  Class 

When  I was  preparing  this  talk,  sev- 
eral people  asked  me  if  the  makeup  of 
the  bourgeoisie  today  is  the  same  as  it 
was  in  the  Gilded  Age.  Of  course,  as  the 
economy  changes,  there  are  new  addi- 
tions to  the  ranks  of  the  capitalists.  In  the 
1880s  and  1890s,  the  railroads  were  the 
key  industry,  along  with  heavy  industry 
and  mining.  Then  came  the  automobile, 
so  that  by  the  1920s  the  ranks  of  Ameri- 
can capitalists  were  full  of  auto-  or  oil- 


related  industrialists,  such  as  Henry  Ford 
and  J.  Paul  Getty.  Later,  there  was  the 
airline  industry,  which  contributed  capi- 
talists like  Eugene  Luther  Vidal,  who 
helped  found  TWA  and  Eastern  Airlines 
(and  also  was  the  father  of  Gore  Vidal). 
Now  the  bourgeoisie  includes  many  from 
computer-related  industries,  such  as  Bill 
Gates,  Ross  Perot  and  the  late  Steve  Jobs. 
The  labor-hating  credentials  of  the  bour- 
geoisie today  are  still  just  as  strong  as  for 
the  "robber  barons”  of  old. 

One  thing  that  is  the  case  about  the  rul- 
ing class  is  that  it  has  been  white,  reflect- 
ing the  prevalence  of  black  oppression 
under  American  capitalism.  In  the  age 
of  Obama  has  this  changed  at  all?  White 
families  are  roughly  20  times  wealthier 
than  black  families.  Due  to  the  gains  of 
the  civil  rights  movement,  today  there  is 
a small  number  of  well-paid  black  profes- 
sionals. But  the  number  of  actual  black 
capitalists  is  infinitesimal.  White  capital- 
ists tend  to  inherit  their  wealth,  while  the 
handful  of  black  capitalists  largely  got 
their  seed  money  as  high-paid  perform- 
ers, celebrities  or  sports  stars.  According 
to  Forbes , the  richest  black  American 
in  2012  was  Oprah,  followed  by  Sean 
"Diddy"  Combs.  Only  a handful  of  the 
top  20  richest  black  Americans  were  not 
entertainers  or  sports  stars  of  one  type  or 
another,  and  two  of  these  were  the  found- 
ers of  BET.  So  there  still  is  no  significant 
black  section  of  the  bourgeoisie. 

Key  elements  of  the  capitalist  class 
display  great  continuity.  In  1974,  more 
than  100  years  after  John  D.  Rockefeller 
founded  Standard  Oil,  Vice  President  Ger- 
ald Ford  became  president  after  Richard 
Nixon  resigned.  To  fill  the  vice  presidency, 
Ford  chose  Nelson  Rockefeller.  John  D.’s 
grandson.  This  allowed  Congress  to  look 
at  his  wealth.  In  a report  for  Congress. 
William  Domhoff  and  Charles  Schwartz 
detailed:  “The  Rockefeller  fortune, 
although  nominally  distributed  among 
many  individual  members  of  the  Family, 
is  actually  coordinated  under  a central 
management”  that  was  located  on  a par- 
ticular floor  in  Rockefeller  Plaza  in  NYC. 
They  wrote  that  “fifteen  employees  of  the 
Family,  working  out  of  this  office,  have 
been  identified  on  the  boards  of  directors 
of  nearly  100  corporations  over  a number 
of  years”  and  that  “their  combined  assets 
add[ed]  up  to  70  billion  dollars.”  In  1992, 
the  New  York  Times  described  how  the 
Rockefeller  foundation  was  safeguarding 
this  wealth,  which  was  estimated  between 
$5  and  $10  billion,  for  the  fourth  genera- 
tion of  the  family. 

What  about  today?  In  May,  Rockefeller 
Financial  Services  sold  a minority  stake 
to  RIT  Capital  Partners.  (The  "R”  in  RIT 
stands  for  Rothschild,  a famous  Euro- 
pean capitalist  family.)  According  to  the 
London  Telegraph.  Rockefeller  Financial 
Services  had  £22  billion,  or  about  $35 
billion,  in  assets.  Venrock.  whose  name 
is  an  amalgam  of  ventures  and  Rock- 
efeller, is  a venture  capitalist  firm.  It  was 
an  early  backer  of  one  of  the  emblems  of 
the  "new  economy,"  Apple  Computer. 

One  study  estimated  that  in  2000  the 
combined  wealth  of  the  Rockefellers,  the 
Du  Ponts,  the  Mellons,  the  Schwabs,  the 


Hearsts,  the  Phipps  (Henry  Phipps  was 
the  second-largest  shareholder  in  Car- 
negie Steel)  was  around  $54  billion.  The 
individual  members  of  these  families 
might  not  be  as  famous  as  their  ancestors 
or  the  newer  capitalists,  and  they  probably 
prefer  not  to  be  in  the  news,  especially 
after  what  happened  to  Paris  Hilton.  But 
they  still  own  and  run  much  of  America. 

Workers  Revolution 
Will  Rebuild  America 

Capitalism  is  increasingly  unable  to 
provide  a decent  life  for  most  of  the  popu- 
lation. This  is  even  more  apparent  over  the 
last  two  decades  after  the  counterrevolu- 
tions in  the  Soviet  Union  and  East  Europe 
that  restored  capitalism  there.  Not  having 
to  contend  with  the  Soviet  Union,  much  of 
the  bourgeoisie  is  convinced  that  it  faces 
no  threat  to  its  rule.  Increasingly,  the  bour- 
geoisie discards  things — like  education, 
infrastructure,  public  transportation,  sci- 
ence— which  it  once  considered  crucial  to 
its  system,  making  the  reactionary  nature 
of  capitalism  ever  more  clear.  To  end  this 
looting  and  neglect,  much  less  to  expand 
the  productive  wealth  of  society  for  the 
benefit  of  humanity,  requires  overthrow- 
ing the  bourgeoisie  and  putting  the  work- 
ing class  in  power  through  a proletarian 
revolution. 

In  its  epoch  of  decay,  American  capi- 
talism has  become  more  and  more  para- 
sitical. The  bourgeoisie  has  always  been 
based  on  exploitation  and  oppression.  But 
at  least  Rockefeller,  Gould  and  Morgan’s 
fortunes  were  derived  from  production. 
To  a large  extent,  today  the  American 
bourgeoisie  focuses  on  financial  gim- 
micks. In  Imperialism,  the  Highest  Stage 
of  Capitalism  (1916),  V.  I.  Lenin  described 
how  capitalism  created  "the  extraordinary 
growth  of  a class,  or  rather,  of  a stratum 
of  rentiers,  i.e.,  people  who  live  by  ‘clip- 


Spartacists  at  NYC  Occupy  rally, 
October  2011. 


ping  coupons,’  who  take  no  part  in  any 
enterprise  whatever,  whose  profession  is 
idleness.” 

The  deindustrialization  of  America 
is  reflected  in  not  only  the  standard  of 
living  of  the  working  class  but  also  the 
very  lives  of  many  workers.  Detroit,  once 
a citadel  of  industry,  is  now  largely  a 
wasteland.  The  famous  sign  on  the  bridge 
spanning  the  Delaware  River — “Trenton 
Makes,  the  World  Takes” — now  seems 
like  a bad  joke  as  huge  swaths  of  the  for- 
mer industrial  Northeast  and  Midwest 
rust  and  rot. 

This  is  the  state  of  American  capi- 
talism today.  The  capitalist  class  in  its 
twilight  has  shown  that  it  is  incapable 
of  maintaining  society  and  is  increas- 
ingly an  obstacle  to  the  survival  of  the 
human  race.  The  working  class  still  has 
the  power  and  interest  to  wrench  soci- 
ety from  the  bourgeoisie’s  death  grip 
and  establish  a workers  government.  To 
this  end,  we  Marxists  of  the  Spartacist 
League  are  dedicated  to  building  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party,  the  necessary 
instrument  to  lead  the  proletariat  in  its 
struggle  for  power.  ■ 
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ILWU... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

most  powerful  unions  in  the  country.  But 
the  ILA  caved.  This  came  on  the  heels  of 
the  two  unions  promising  “mutual  support" 
when  they  announced  the  formation  of  a 
Maritime  Labor  Alliance  (MLA)  between 
the  ILWU,  ILA  and  four  other  maritime 
unions  in  mid  September.  It  was  clear  from 
the  start  that  this  alliance  was  far  from  a 
vehicle  for  uniting  port  workers  in  struggle 
against  the  employers.  On  the  contrary, 
the  main  battle  cry  of  the  press  release 


announcing  the  formation  of  the  MLA  was 
to  "vigorously  protect  our  jurisdictions."  A 
recent  example  of  what  this  means  can  be 
seen  at  the  Portland  port,  where  the  ILWU 
has  been  going  after  the  equivalent  of  two 
container  maintenance  jobs  that  have  been 
held  by  the  International  Brotherhood  of 
Electrical  Workers  (IBEW)  for  over  30 
years.  In  its  bid  for  these  jobs,  the  ILWU 
filed  a joint  suit  with  the  PMA  bosses 
against  the  Philippines-based  ICTSI  ship- 
ping company,  which  now  runs  the  termi- 
nal that  employs  these  workers. 

Such  jurisdictional  fights  to  grab  a 
shrinking  number  of  maintenance-related 


jobs  are  the  bureaucrats’  answer  to  the 
projected  loss  of  traditional  longshore 
jobs  due  to  the  increasing  automation  of 
work  at  the  ports.  This  means  driving 
other  unions  like  the  IBEW  and  Interna- 
tional Association  of  Machinists,  whose 
members  currently  do  maintenance  and 
mechanical  work  at  some  terminals,  off 
the  ports.  All  of  the  port  unions  should 
be  fighting  together  for  jobs  at  the  high- 
est union  pay.  benefits  and  working 
conditions,  and  for  a shorter  workweek 
at  no  loss  in  pay  to  spread  the  available 
work  around.  While  pitting  union  against 
union,  the  ILWU  and  the  ILA  are  them- 


selves increasingly  isolated  outposts  of 
organized  labor  at  the  ports,  surrounded 
by  tens  of  thousands  of  low-wage,  non- 
union workers,  from  trucking  to  the  vast 
inland  warehouse  empires  and  intermodal 
rail  facilities.  The  crucial  battle  to  pre- 
serve and  extend  the  unions’  strength  is 
to  organize  the  unorganized! 

As  we  wrote  in  "Lessons  of  the  Battle 
of  Longview"  (WVNo.  996,  17  February): 
“Let  those  union  militants  and  their 
allies  who  fought  so  courageously  draw 
the  lessons  to  prepare  for  future  battles. 
If  the  unions  are  to  be  instruments  of 
struggle  against  the  bosses,  they  must 
break  the  chains  forged  by  the  labor  mis- 
leaders  that  have  shackled  the  workers  to 
the  interests  of  the  capitalist  exploiters 
and  their  political  parties.  The  contin- 
ued existence  of  the  ILWU  as  a power- 
ful industrial  union  cries  out  for  a class- 
struggle  fight  to  unionize  the  masses  of 
unorganized  workers,  such  as  the  port 
truckers,  which  would  require  combating 
anti-immigrant  chauvinism  and  organiz- 
ing them  at  full  union  pay.  benefits  and 
working  conditions.... 

"The  red-white-and-blue  bureaucrats 
must  be  ousted  in  a fight  for  a class- 
struggle  leadership,  one  whose  banner 
will  be  the  red  flag  of  working-class 
internationalism!  Such  a leadership  will 
arm  the  workers  for  some  hard-fought 
battles  against  the  capitalist  exploiters 
and  lay  the  basis  for  forging  a multiracial 
workers  party,  one  that  will  fight  for  a 
socialist  revolution  to  uproot  the  whole 
system  of  wage  slavery,  racial  oppres- 
sion, poverty  and  imperialist  war."* 


Assange... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

pressing  the  U.S.  to  stage  a military  attack 
against  Iran’s  nuclear  programme,  show- 
ing yet  again  that  Iran  needs  nukes  to  deter 
attack  by  the  U.S.  or  its  Israeli  proxy.  And 
while  Hague  told  Ecuador:  "The  UK  does 
not  accept  the  principle  of  diplomatic 
asylum.”  the  British  imperialists  have  no 
problem  with  such  asylum  when  it  serves 
anti-Communist  China-bashing.  When 
Chinese  dissident  Chen  Guangcheng 
sought  refuge  in  the  U.S.  embassy  in  Bei- 
jing in  April  this  year,  Hague  rushed  to 
lecture  the  Chinese  government  on  its 
"abuse  of  power,"  while  the  European 
Union  urged  China  to  use  the  “utmost 
restraint"  in  dealing  with  Chen. 

“Socialists”  Aid  Witchhunt 

The  rape  allegations  made  against 
Assange  by  two  women  in  Sweden  are  sim- 
ply not  credible.  Both  women  approached 
Assange  at  separate  times  and,  by  their 
own  accounts,  had  consensual  sex  with 
him.  Neither  claimed  at  the  time  that  she 
had  been  the  victim  of  a rape  or  sexual 
assault.  One  of  the  so-called  "victims" 
organised  a barbecue  for  Assange  the 
day  after  the  supposed  "assault."  The 
other  went  to  the  police  after  exchanging 
emails  with  the  first  woman,  and  then 
apparently  to  see  if  Assange  could  be 
forced  to  take  a sexual  health  test  after  a 
condom  allegedly  broke  during  sex.  Pros- 
ecutors in  Sweden  initially  opened,  then 
dropped,  then  reopened  an  investigation 
into  the  accusations.  Assange — who  has 
not  been  charged  with  any  offence — has 
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repeatedly  offered  to  be  interviewed  by 
Swedish  authorities  either  in  London  or 
by  video  link,  but  the  Swedes  have  stead- 
fastly refused. 

The  capitalists  and  their  hired  scrib- 
blers in  the  media — the  so-called  “lib- 
eral” press — have  cynically  seized  on  the 
rape  accusations  to  smear  Assange  and 
to  discredit  WikiLeaks.  “Considering 
he  made  his  name  with  the  biggest  leak 
of  secret  government  documents  in  his- 
tory. you  might  imagine  there  would  be 
at  least  some  residual  concern  for  Julian 
Assange  among  those  trading  in  the  free- 
dom of  information  business.  But  the  vir- 
ulence of  British  media  hostility  towards 
the  WikiLeaks  founder  is  now  unrelent- 
ing," wrote  Seumas  Milne  ( Guardian , 21 
August).  To  the  British  press,  Milne  noted, 
Assange  "is  nothing  but  a ‘monstrous 
narcissist,’  a bail-jumping  ‘sex  pest’  and 
an  exhibitionist  maniac."  This  venom  is 
spewed  at  someone  "who  has  yet  to  be 
charged,  let  alone  convicted,  of  anything.” 

The  reformist  left  have  joined  in  the 
witchhunt  of  Assange,  treating  the  rape 
allegations  as  good  coin,  as  was  seen 
when  the  bourgeois  press  unleashed  a 
vicious  backlash  against  MP  [Member  of 
Parliament]  George  Galloway.  He  made 
the  unexceptionable  statement  in  an 
online  video  broadcast  that  “even  taken 
at  its  worst,  if  the  allegations  made  by 
these  two  women  were  true,  100  percent 
true,  and  even  if  a camera  in  the  room 
captured  them,  they  don’t  constitute  rape. 
At  least  not  rape  as  anyone  with  any  sense 
can  possibly  recognise  it.”  Salma  Yaqoob, 
a leader  of  Galloway’s  Respect  party, 
condemned  his  remarks  as  “deeply  dis- 
appointing and  wrong”  and  later  resigned 
from  Respect. 

The  Socialist  Workers  Party  (SWP) 
also  took  aim  at  Galloway,  who  was  their 
coalition  partner  in  Respect  before  a split 
in  2007.  In  an  article  in  Socialist  Worker 
(1  September)  leading  SWPer  Judith  Orr 
chastised  Galloway  for  his  assertion  that 
Assange  was  guilty  of  nothing  more  than 
“bad  sexual  etiquette.”  Orr  objects  to 
Galloway’s  statement,  saying:  "Part  of 
the  fight  for  women’s  liberation  has  been 
for  us  to  no  longer  to  [sic]  be  seen  as  sex 
objects.”  The  SWP’s  concern  for  women’s 
liberation  rings  hollow,  to  put  it  mildly, 
given  its  long  record  of  pandering  to 
Islamic  reactionaries  such  as  the  Muslim 
Brotherhood  in  Egypt.  For  sure  George 
Galloway,  who  also  panders  to  Islamic 
reaction  and  opposes  abortion,  is  hardly  a 
champion  of  women’s  rights.  But  this  was 
not  a problem  for  the  SWP  when,  in  order 
to  form  the  Respect  coalition  with  Gal- 
loway in  2004,  these  opportunists  buried 
the  question  of  women’s  oppression  (and 
gay  rights)  in  order  to  avoid  alienating  the 


mosques.  Now  the  SWP  cynically  invokes 
women’s  rights  while  in  reality  providing 
a cover  to  the  witchhunt  against  Julian 
Assange,  whom  the  imperialist  rulers 
have  declared  a public  enemy. 

The  Socialist  Party  joined  the  ven- 
detta against  Assange,  including  in  an 
editorial  comment  from  its  Swedish  sis- 
ter group,  Rattvisepartiet  Socialisterna. 
which  opposes  Assange’s  extradition  to 
the  U.S.,  but  tacitly  supports  his  extradi- 
tion to  Sweden.  The  article  says:  “Inter- 
nationally. the  case  centres  around  US 
imperialism’s  need  to  punish  WikiLeaks 
and  no  doubt  the  Swedish  state  and  gov- 
ernment would  happily  assist  the  US  in 
getting  Assange  extradited.  However, 
the  case  is  also  about  serious  allegations 
of  rape,  which  must  be  investigated” 
( Socialist , 30  August).  The  International 
Socialist  Group  in  Scotland  (a  split  from 
the  SWP)  brands  Assange  a rapist  before 
he  has  even  been  charged,  let  alone  con- 
victed. An  online  piece  by  Sarah  Watson 
declares:  “Assange  committed  rape  and 
should  face  trial  in  Sweden”  (interna- 
tionalsocialist.org.uk,  22  August). 

We  are  opposed  to  government  inter- 
ference in  people’s  private,  sexual  lives, 
as  well  as  to  any  categorical  criminali- 
sation  of  a sex  act.  such  as  the  reaction- 
ary "age  of  consent"  laws.  As  a guiding 
principle,  we  advocate  the  concept  of 
effective  consent — that  is.  mutual  under- 
standing and  agreement.  To  conflate 
consensual  sex  with  rape  is  to  trivialise 
the  brutal  crime  of  rape.  The  reformist 
left  share  a touching  faith  in  the  capital- 
ist state,  which  they  entrust  to  regulate 
the  sexual  activity  of  youth,  as  well  as  to 
"protect”  women  and  children. 

The  state  in  Sweden,  as  in  Britain,  is 
certainly  not  known  for  its  sympathetic 


treatment  of  women  who  have  been 
raped.  An  article  titled  “We  Are  Women 
Against  Rape  But  We  Do  Not  Want  Julian 
Assange  Extradited,”  written  by  members 
of  Women  Against  Rape  (Guardian,  23 
August),  expressed  a healthy  scepticism 
over  the  sudden  concern  for  "rape"  vic- 
tims in  the  Assange  case.  The  article 
noted: 

"When  Julian  Assange  was  first  arrested, 
we  were  struck  by  the  unusual  zeal  with 
which  he  was  being  pursued  for  rape 
allegations. 

“It  seems  even  clearer  now,  that  the  alle- 
gations against  him  are  a smokescreen 
behind  which  a number  of  governments 
are  trying  to  clamp  down  on  WikiLeaks 
for  having  audaciously  revealed  to  the 
public  their  secret  planning  of  wars  and 
occupations  with  their  attendant  rape, 
murder  and  destruction.” 

Julian  Assange  is  a bourgeois  liberal 
who  vainly  seeks  to  rid  the  imperial- 
ist system  of  its  worst  excesses  through 
exposure  of  its  crimes.  In  trying  to  take 
down  Assange,  WikiLeaks  and  Bradley 
Manning,  the  U.S.  and  British  imperi- 
alists are  sending  a message  that  any 
exposure  or  even  accurate  reporting  of 
the  imperialists’  crimes  and  atrocities 
will  be  punished  by  life  in  prison,  or  the 
death  penalty.  It  is  in  the  interests  of  the 
working  class  and  all  the  oppressed  to 
fight  the  witchhunt  of  Assange,  which 
is  an  attempt  to  criminalise  dissent  and 
to  silence  opponents  of  imperialism’s 
wars  and  occupations  as  well  as  domes- 
tic repression  carried  out  in  the  name  of 
fighting  “terrorism."  We  Marxists  seek  to 
impart  the  understanding  that  imperialist 
war.  with  all  its  savagery,  is  inherent  to 
capitalist  class  rule.  Only  when  capital- 
ism is  destroyed  root  and  branch  through 
workers  revolution  will  humanity  finally 
be  rid  of  such  horrors  ■ 
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Bogus  Rape  Claims  and  Imperialist  Vendetta 


Hands  Off  Julian  Assange! 


J August  19: 

Julian  Assange 
addressing 
supporters 
( from  balcony 
of  Ecuadorian 
embassy,  London. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  220  (Autumn  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacisl  League/Brit- 
ain, section  of  the  International  Commu- 
nist League. 

Following  two  years  under  house  arrest 
in  Britain,  in  mid-June  Julian  Assange,  the 
founder  and  editor-in-chief  of  WikiLeaks, 
sought  refuge  in  the  Ecuadorean  embassy 
in  London.  Assange  is  facing  extradition 
to  Sweden  on  trumped-up  allegations  of 
“sexual  molestation”  and  “rape" — which 
boil  down  to  charges  of  unprotected  sex 
in  what  were  by  all  accounts  consensual 
relations — but  he  rightly  fears  that  this  is 
simply  a pretext  to  facilitate  his  extradi- 
tion to  the  U.S.  By  granting  him  political 
asylum,  Ecuador  threw  a monkey  wrench 
into  the  process  of  handing  Assange  over 
to  the  U.S.  imperialists,  who  are  intent 
on  exacting  retribution  against  Assange 
and  WikiLeaks  for  having  lifted  the  lid, 
however  slightly,  on  the  hideous  crimes  of 
U.S.  and  British  imperialism. 

In  April  2010,  WikiLeaks  posted  a 
video  online  which  showed  a U.S.  Apache 
helicopter  gunning  down  and  killing  at 
least  12  civilians  in  Baghdad  in  2007, 
including  two  Reuters  journalists,  while 
the  pilots  gloated  over  the  carnage.  The 
release  of  the  video  was  followed  by  the 
publication  of  hundreds  of  thousands  of 
diplomatic  cables  as  well  as  classified 
documents  recording  the  murder,  torture 
and  rape  carried  out  by  the  imperialists 
in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  While  the  leaks 
contained  little  in  the  way  of  revelations, 
the  British  and  U.S.  capitalist  rulers 
were  enraged  at  any  light  being  shed  on 


their  machinations.  Contrary  to  Sweden's 
“human  rights”  facade.  WikiLeaks  drew 
attention  to  its  militaristic  role,  not  least 
in  Afghanistan  where  it  has  maintained  a 
military  presence  for  over  ten  years. 


If  sent  to  the  U.S.,  Assange  could  face 
charges  including  “espionage,"  which  car- 
ries a potential  death  penalty.  U.S.  Army 
Private  Bradley  Manning  has  been  in  mil- 
itary prison  for  more  than  two  years  in 


torturous  conditions,  accused  of  “aiding 
the  enemy” — a capital  offence — for  leak- 
ing classified  documents  to  WikiLeaks. 
If  Manning  was  indeed  the  source  of 
the  information,  then  he  has  provided  a 
useful  and  courageous  service  on  behalf 
of  imperialism’s  victims.  We  say:  Free 
Bradley  Manning  now!  Hands  off  Julian 
Assange — let  him  go  to  Ecuador! 

The  British  government,  caught  off  guard 
by  Ecuador’s  granting  asylum  to  Assange, 
reacted  with  fury.  Attempting  to  intimi- 
date tiny  Ecuador  into  handing  over  their 
quarry,  swarms  of  cops  surrounded  the 
embassy  while  the  Foreign  Office  threat- 
ened to  revoke  Ecuador’s  diplomatic  immu- 
nity and  to  storm  the  building  in  order  to 
arrest  Assange.  This  arrogant  imperialist 
threat  to  breach  internationally  recognised 
diplomatic  protocol  comes  from  the  same 
government  which  screamed  bloody  mur- 
der against  Iran  when  protesters,  furious 
at  British  imperialism  imposing  financial 
sanctions  on  that  country  over  its  nuclear 
enrichment  programme,  briefly  took  over 
the  British  embassy  in  Teheran  last 
November.  Back  then,  foreign  secretary 
William  Hague  waxed  eloquent  on  the 
sanctity  of  embassies,  castigating  the  Ira- 
nian government  for  a “grave  breach  of  the 
Vienna  convention  which  requires  the  pro- 
tection of  diplomats  and  diplomatic  prem- 
ises under  all  circumstances”  ( Guardian , 
29  November  2011). 

The  Iranians  certainly  have  cause  for 
anger — among  the  WikiLeaks  exposures 
were  cables  showing  that  Saudi  Arabia, 
Bahrain  and  other  Arab  states  have  been 
continued  on  page  1 1 


Free  Bradley  Manning! 


U.S.  Army  private  Bradley  Manning, 
currently  detained  at  Fort  Leavenworth. 
Kansas,  awaits  a February  court  martial 
on  nearly  two  dozen  charges  that  include 
“aiding  the  enemy,”  identified  as  A1 
Qaeda.  The  24-year-old  Manning,  who 
was  stationed  in  Baghdad  as  an  intelli- 
gence analyst  in  2009-10,  was  detained 
in  May  2010  under  allegations  that  he 
gave  WikiLeaks  the  much-publicized 
video  of  an  Apache  helicopter  gunning 
down  two  Reuters  journalists  and  the 
Iraqis  who  tried  to  rescue  them,  with  the 
pilots  gloating  over  the  carnage.  Manning 
is  also  accused  of  distributing  more  than 
250,000  State  Department  cables  as  well 
as  military  reports  detailing  the  torture 
of  Iraqis  and  documenting  the  killing  of 
some  120,000  civilians  in  imperialist- 
occupied  Iraq  and  Afghanistan.  He  faces 
penalties  of  up  to  life  in  military  custody 
or  even  execution. 

On  July  27,  Manning’s  attorney  David 
Coombs  filed  a motion  to  dismiss  all 
charges  on  the  grounds  of  unlawful  pre- 
trial punishment.  During  his  prior  nine- 
month  detention  at  the  Quantico  Marine 
brig  in  Virginia,  Manning  was  placed  in 
solitary  confinement  under  "prevention 
of  injury”  (suicide  watch)  status  despite 
repeated  protests  by  brig  psychiatrists. 
He  was  forced  to  sleep  with  a “tear-proof 


security  blanket"  that  caused  rashes  and 
rug  burns  while  not  protecting  him  from 
the  cold.  Forbidden  from  exercising  in 
his  cell,  he  was  granted  only  20  minutes 
of  sunshine  daily,  during  which  he  was 
shackled. 

When  Manning  pointed  out  the  absur- 
dity of  the  suicide  watch  restrictions,  he 
was  vindictively  forced  to  repeatedly 
stand  naked  at  parade  rest  in  view  of 
multiple  guards  and  suffered  other  penal- 
ties. Finally,  in  April  2011,  he  was  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Leavenworth,  where  he  is 
allowed  to  socialize  with  prisoners,  walk 
around  unshackled  and  keep  personal  and 
hygiene  items  in  his  cell. 

By  the  time  Manning  reaches  his  Feb- 
ruary trial,  he  will  have  spent  983  days  in 
pretrial  confinement,  awaiting  "his  day” 
in  a court  that  has  essentially  declared 
him  guilty  while  banning  evidence  that 
may  prove  his  innocence.  In  July,  the  court 
refused  to  admit  government  “damage 
assessment”  reports  that  would  help  him 
to  refute  the  inflammatory  charge  that 
the  WikiLeaks  postings  aided  A1  Qaeda. 
At  the  same  hearing,  the  court  refused  to 
admit  United  Nations  torture  investigator 
Juan  Mendez  as  a witness,  the  latest  move 
by  Manning’s  persecutors  to  cover  up  the 
fact  that  his  confinement  has  amounted 
to  torture. 


In  a September  26  speech  streamed  into 
a UN  panel  discussion  from  the  Ecuadorian 
Embassy  in  London,  WikiLeaks  founder 
Julian  Assange  described  Manning’s  time 
in  captivity,  emphasizing  that  this  is  part 
of  the  U.S.  government’s  attempt  “to 
break  him,  to  force  him  to  testify  against 
WikiLeaks  and  me.”  Assange  denounced 
the  White  House  for  “trying  to  erect  a 
national  regime  of  secrecy”  by  targeting 
whistle-blowers  as  well  as  the  journalists 
to  whom  they  pass  information. 

Indeed,  the  Sydney  Morning  Herald 
(27  September)  reported  that  declassified 
U.S.  Air  Force  documents  confirm  that 
the  military  has  designated  Assange  and 
WikiLeaks  as  “enemies”  of  the  state — 
the  same  legal  category  as  A1  Qaeda. 
The  documents  reveal  that  any  military 
personnel  who  contact  WikiLeaks  or  its 
supporters  may  be  charged  with  “commu- 
nicating with  the  enemy,”  which  carries 
a maximum  penalty  of  death.  Assange’s 
U.S.  attorney,  Michael  Ratner,  stressed  the 
danger  his  client  faces:  “An  enemy  is  dealt 
with  under  the  laws  of  war,  which  could 
include  killing,  capturing,  detaining  with- 
out trial,  etc.”  The  Obama  administration 
has  brought  criminal  charges  against  six 
government  and  military  whistle-blowers, 
more  than  all  the  previous  presidents  in 
U.S.  history  combined. 


AP 


Bradley  Manning  escorted  out  of 
courthouse  in  Fort  Meade,  Mary- 
land, June  25. 

If  Bradley  Manning  was  indeed  the 
source  of  the  leaks,  he  performed  a valu- 
able service  to  the  working  class  and  the 
oppressed  worldwide  by  helping  lift  the 
veil  of  secrecy  and  lies  with  which  the 
capitalist  rulers  try  to  cover  their  dep- 
redations. By  persecuting  Manning  and 
WikiLeaks,  the  White  House  is  sending 
the  message  that  any  such  exposure  will 
bring  the  most  severe  punishment.  This 
only  underscores  that  it  is  in  the  vital 
interests  of  the  working  class,  in  the  U.S. 
and  internationally,  to  take  up  the  fight  for 
Bradley  Manning’s  freedom.  ■ 
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Elections  2012: 


Wall  Street  Democrat  vs. 
Wall  Street  Republican 


White  House 


The  following  is  a pres- 
entation, edited  for  publica- 
tion, by  Spartacist  League 
spokesman  Paul  Cone  at 
an  October  13  forum  in 
Los  Angeles. 

As  revolutionary  Marx- 
ists, our  approach  to  the 
elections  is  the  same  as  our 
approach  to  all  our  work  and 
especially  our  interventions 
into  class  and  social  strug- 
gle. We  seek  to  break  the 
workers  from  illusions  that 
the  Democrats.  Republicans 
or  any  capitalist  party  can 
be  relied  on  to  promote  their 
interests,  or  that  any  lasting 
improvement  of  their  lot  can  be  achieved 
under  capitalism.  At  bottom,  the  belief 
that  any  fundamental  change  for  workers 
and  the  oppressed  can  be  achieved  through 
the  ballot  represents  a utopian  belief  in  the 
reformability  of  the  bourgeois  state. 

We  seek  to  instill  in  the  working  class, 
as  well  as  radicalized  youth,  the  recog- 

PART  ONE 

nition  of  the  unique  social  power  the 
proletariat  possesses  as  the  collective 
producers  of  most  of  the  wealth  of  this 
society.  Such  social  power  needs  to  be 
realized  through  a party  of  their  own,  a 
workers  party.  What  we  mean  by  that  is 
not  an  electoral  vehicle  but  a party  that 
leads  the  working  class  and  oppressed 
in  a fight  for  workers  rule:  the  expro- 
priation of  the  capitalist  class  through 
workers  revolution  and  the  formation  of 
a workers  government.  In  a society  under 
workers  rule,  the  productive  capacity  and 
resources  are  owned  in  common  and  pro- 
duction is  based  on  human  need — not  the 
mad  chase  after  profits. 

I want  to  also  point  out  that  we  com- 
munists would  run  for  elective  office  and 


Getty 

Line  outside  San  Francisco  soup  kitchen,  September  2010.  Barack  Obama  and  Mitt  Romney  vie  for 
chief  executive  of  U.S.  capitalism. 


For  a Workers  Party  That 
Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 


serve  in  the  Congress  and  other  legisla- 
tive bodies  as  revolutionary  tribunes  of 
the  working  class — i.e.,  as  oppositionists 
to  the  capitalist  order.  But  we  would  not 
run  for  executive  offices  such  as  presi- 
dent, governor,  mayor.  Holding  executive 
office  means  taking  responsibility  for  the 
administration  of  the  machinery  of  the 
capitalist  state.  Running  for  such  offices 
can  only  reinforce  illusions  that  the  capi- 
talist state,  under  the  right  leadership, 
can  be  made  to  serve  the  interests  of  the 
exploited  and  oppressed. 

Although  the  working  class  here  has 
historically  waged  some  of  the  fiercest 
battles  against  the  bosses  and  their  state,, 
the  U.S.  stands  out  as  the  only  advanced 
capitalist  country  where  the  working 
class  has  not  attained  even  a minimal 
level  of  political  class  consciousness.  In 
its  mass,  the  American  working  class  has 
never  supported  a party  whose  declared 
ultimate  goal  is  the  replacement  of  the 
capitalist  system  with  a socialist  society, 
or  which  even  claims  to  stand  simply  for 
workers’  interests  in  their  day-to-day 
struggles  against  the  employers.  The  two 
primary,  and  interrelated,  obstacles  have 
been  illusions  in  the  Democrats  and  the 
racial  and  ethnic  divisions  promoted  by 
the  capitalists,  both  of  which  are  purveyed 
by  the  pro-capitalist  labor  bureaucracy. 

Capitalist  Crisis:  Workers  Pay 

This  year’s  elections  come  in  the  con- 
text of  four  years  of  the  most  severe  eco- 
nomic crisis  since  the  Great  Depression 


of  the  1930s.  We’ve  seen  the  continued 
hemorrhaging  of  jobs,  home  foreclosures 
and  massive  indebtedness  along  with  a 
massive  bolstering  of  the  forces  of  state 
repression  under  the  pretext  of  the  wars 
against  terrorism  and  drugs. 

To  the  tune  of  trillions  of  dollars,  first 
Bush  and  then,  even  more  so,  Obama 
bailed  out  the  con  men  on  Wall  Street 
whose  financial  swindles  were  cen- 
tral to  this  collapse.  The  working  class, 
black  people.  Latinos,  the  poor,  the  sick 
and  the  aged  have  been  made  to  foot  the 
bill.  Alongside  large-scale  and  long-term 
unemployment,  corporate  profits  have, 
on  the  average,  risen  at  an  annual  rate 
of  4.8  percent  over  the  past  three  years. 
Over  the  past  year,  the  net  worth  of  the 
400  richest  Americans  grew  by  $200  bil- 
lion— an  average  of  $50  million  each. 
In  that  same  period,  median  household 
income  fell  by  4 percent.  In  New  York 
City,  the  center  of  American  finance 
capital,  nearly  1.7  million  people  are 
officially  classified  as  poor,  the  highest 
figure  in  more  than  a decade.  Officially, 
the  homeless  population  of  the  city  is 
46,000. 

The  national  jobs  report  issued  on  Sep- 
tember 7 disclosed  that  only  69.8  percent 
of  men  over  the  age  of  16  were  either 
working  or  looking  for  work — an  all- 
time  low.  With  one-quarter  of  jobs  paying 
below  the  poverty  line  for  a family  of  four, 
58  percent  of  all  job  growth  since  what 
they  like  to  call  the  “recovery”  is  in  low- 
wage  occupations,  earning  less  than  $14 


an  hour.  Six  million  people 
have  no  income  other  than 
food  stamps.  Some  2.8 
million  children  live  in 
households  with  incomes 
of  less  than  $2  per  person 
a day — a benchmark  gen- 
erally associated  with  the 
impoverished  Third  World. 

In  racist  America,  it’s  all 
the  worse  for  black  people 
and  Latinos,  who  were 
among  the  main  victims  of 
the  banks’  subprime  mort- 
gage scams.  One-third  of 
black  and  Latino  house- 
holds have  no  net  worth, 
with  many  underwater  in 
debt.  Over  25  percent  of  blacks  and  Lati- 
nos are  officially  recorded  as  living  in 
poverty. 

Periodic  economic  crises,  such  as  the 
one  we  are  in  now,  are  inherent  in  the 
capitalist  system  of  production  for  profit. 
In  the  1930s,  the  one  country  that  not 
only  wasn’t  ravaged  by  the  Great  Depres- 
sion but  experienced  great  economic 
development  was  the  Soviet  Union,  where 
the  working  class  in  1917  had  taken  state 
power,  which  was  maintained  despite 
the  subsequent  bureaucratic  degenera- 
tion under  Stalin.  Today  in  the  Chinese 
deformed  workers  state,  where  capital- 
ism was  overthrown  by  the  peasant  army 
led  by  Mao  in  1949,  state  control  of  the 
economy  has  greatly  offset  the  effects  of 
the  worldwide  economic  crisis. 

Short  of  the  working  class  taking  power, 
there  is  no  crisis  that  cannot  be  surmounted 
by  the  bourgeoisie.  In  "The  Death  Agony 
of  Capitalism  and  the  Tasks  of  the  Fourth 
International."  better  known  as  the  Tran- 
sitional Program,  which  was  written  in 
1938  during  the  Great  Depression,  revo- 
lutionary leader  Leon  Trotsky  put  for- 
ward a series  of  demands  that  are  appli- 
cable today.  These  demands  address  the 
economic  catastrophe  facing  the  working 
class,  "unalterably  leading  to  one  final 
conclusion:  the  conquest  of  power  by  the 
proletariat.” 

In  the  face  of  mass  unemployment. 
Trotsky  called  for  a shorter  workweek 
at  no  loss  in  pay  to  spread  the  available 
continued  on  page  2 


Elections... 

( continued  from  page  1) 

work,  for  a massive  program  of  public 
works  and  for  wages  to  rise  with  prices 
to  guard  against  the  ravages  of  inflation. 
To  unmask  the  exploitation,  robbery  and 
fraud  of  the  capitalist  owners  and  the 
swindles  of  the  banks,  he  argued  that  the 
workers  should  demand  that  the  capital- 
ists open  their  books.  He  also  raised  the 
call  for  the  expropriation  of  branches  of 
industry  vital  for  national  existence  and 
of  the  most  parasitic  of  the  capitalist  own- 
ers. He  underlined  that  such  a demand 
must  be  linked  to  the  fight  for  the  seizure 
of  power  by  the  working  class,  as  against 
the  Stalinist  and  social-democratic  mis- 
leaders  for  whom  the  call  for  nationaliza- 
tion was  merely  a prescription  for  bailing 
out  capitalist  enterprises. 

Trotsky  bluntly  put  it:  “If  capitalism  is 
incapable  of  satisfying  the  demands  inevi- 
tably arising  from  the  calamities  gener- 
ated by  itself,  then  let  it  perish."  In  opposi- 
tion to  the  capitalists  and  their  reformist 
agents,  Trotsky  argued  that  "‘realizability’ 
or  ‘unrealizability’"  would  be  “decided 
only  by  the  struggle,”  by  means  of  which, 
“no  matter  what  its  immediate  practical 


successes  may  be,  the  workers  will  best 
come  to  understand  the  necessity  of  liq- 
uidating capitalist  slavery.” 

Obama  at  Helm  of 
U.S.  Imperialism 

Our  opposition  to  Obama  and  the 
Democrats,  no  less  than  our  opposition 
to  the  Republicans,  is  a class  opposition. 
It’s  not  a protest  against  the  Democrats’ 
failure  to  live  up  to  expectations — they 
did  exactly  what  we  expected.  It  is  not 
a search  for  some  alternative  within  the 
capitalist  electoral  framework — a forma- 
tion like  the  Greens  or  the  Peace  and  Free- 
dom Party  that  would  supposedly  break 
the  two-party  monopoly  with  a bourgeois 
third  party.  Nor  is  it  an  exercise  of  politi- 
cal coquetry:  "Oh,  if  you  know  we  always 
vote  for  you  Democrats,  what  would  com- 
pel you  to  carry  out  our  political  wishes?" 
All  of  these  are  how  the  radical  liberals 
and  reformist  socialists  approach  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Democratic  Party.  No  less  than 
open  support  to  the  Democrats,  these  do 
nothing  to  advance  class  consciousness  but 
rather  keep  the  working  class  enthralled  to 
the  capitalist  order.  They  are  all  obstacles 
to  building  the  revolutionary  workers 
party  necessary  to  end  this  nightmare  of 
capitalism  once  and  for  all. 


The  Class  Struggle  and  the  Fight 
Against  Reformism 

The  explosion  of  strikes  in  South  Africa 
points  to  both  the  combativity  of  the  prole- 
tariat and  the  role  of  the  pro-capitalist  union 
bureaucracy  in  subordinating  the  workers 
to  the  bourgeois  state.  In  the  1938  founding 
document  of  the  Fourth  International,  com- 
monly known  as  the  Transitional  Program, 
revolutionary  leader  Leon  Trotsky  stressed 
the  need  for  communist  intervention  into  the 
wide  range  of  class  struggles  in  order  to  forge 
revolutionary  workers  parties  worldwide. 

The  Bolshevik-Leninist  stands  in  the  front-line  trenches  of  all  kinds  of  struggles, 
even  when  they  involve  only  the  most  modest  material  interests  or  democratic  rights 
of  the  working  class.  He  takes  active  part  in  mass  trade  unions  for  the  purpose  of 
strengthening  them  and  raising  their  spirit  of  militancy.  He  fights  uncompromisingly 
against  any  attempt  to  subordinate  the  unions  to  the  bourgeois  state  and  bind  the  pro- 
letariat to  “compulsory  arbitration”  and  every  other  form  of  police  guardianship — not 
only  fascist  but  also  “democratic."  Only  on  the  basis  of  such  work  within  the  trade 
unions  is  successful  struggle  possible  against  the  reformists,  including  those  of  the 
Stalinist  bureaucracy.... 

At  the  same  time,  the  Fourth  International  resolutely  rejects  and  condemns  trade 
union  fetishism,  equally  characteristic  of  trade  unionists  and  syndicalists. 

(a)  Trade  unions  do  not  offer,  and,  in  line  with  their  task,  composition,  and  manner 
of  recruiting  membership,  cannot  offer,  a finished  revolutionary  program;  in  conse- 
quence, they  cannot  replace  the  party.  The  building  of  national  revolutionary  parties  as 
sections  of  the  Fourth  International  is  the  central  task  of  the  transitional  epoch. 

(b)  Trade  unions,  even  the  most  powerful,  embrace  no  more  than  20  to  25  percent  of 
the  working  class,  and,  at  that,  predominantly  the  more  skilled  and  better-paid  layers. 
The  more  oppressed  majority  of  the  working  class  is  drawn  only  episodically  into  the 
struggle,  during  a period  of  exceptional  upsurges  in  the  labor  movement.  During  such 
moments  it  is  necessary  to  create  organizations  ad  hoc,  embracing  the  whole  fighting 
mass:  strike  committees,  factory  committees,  and,  finally,  soviets. 

(c)  As  organizations  expressive  of  the  top  layers  of  the  proletariat,  trade  unions, 
as  witnessed  by  all  past  historical  experience,  including  the  fresh  experience  of  the 
anarcho-syndicalist  unions  in  Spain,  developed  powerful  tendencies  toward  compro- 
mise with  the  bourgeois-democratic  regime.  In  periods  of  acute  class  struggle,  the  lead- 
ing bodies  of  the  trade  unions  aim  to  become  masters  of  the  mass  movement  in  order  to 
render  it  harmless.  This  is  already  occurring  during  the  period  of  simple  strikes,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  the  mass  sit-down  strikes  which  shake  the  principle  of  bourgeois 
property.  In  time  of  war  or  revolution,  when  the  bourgeoisie  is  plunged  into  exceptional 
difficulties,  trade  union  leaders  usually  become  bourgeois  ministers. 

— Leon  Trotsky,  “The  Death  Agony  of  Capitalism  and  the  Tasks  of 
the  Fourth  International”  (1938) 
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Pakistani  families  grieve  for  victims 
of  U.S.  drone  attack,  June  2011. 
Left:  Reaper  drone  deployed 
in  U.S.-NATO  occupation  of 
Afghanistan,  2007. 


As  we  wrote  four  years  ago  (“Obama: 
Commander-in-Chief  of  Racist  U.S.  Impe- 
rialism,” WV  No.  925, 21  November  2008): 
"The  election  of  Barack  Obama  as  the 
first  black  president  of  the  United  States 
has  aroused  great  expectations  among 
working  people  and  the  oppressed  around 
the  world.  Black  people  and  others  cel- 
ebrated on  streets  throughout  the  coun- 
try the  election  of  the  next  Commander- 
in-Chief  of  bloody  U.S.  imperialism.... 
Amid  fears  of  a new  Great  Depression... 
hopes  for  ‘change’  center  on  the  incom- 
ing Democratic  Obama  administration. 
These  hopes  will  be  brutally  dashed.” 
We  also  pointed  out:  “As  America’s  next 
top  cop,  Obama  will  preside  over  the 
racist  capitalist  system,  which  is  based 
on  the  exploitation  of  working  people  at 
home  and  abroad.” 

That  prognosis  was  verified — and  then 
some.  But  we  didn’t  need  a crystal  ball. 
V.I.  Lenin,  who  founded  the  Bolshevik 
Party  and  together  with  Trotsky  led  the 
October  1917  Russian  Revolution — the 
only  successful  workers  revolution  in 
history — aptly  described  the  choice  in 
elections  under  capitalism  as  a process 
“to  decide  once  every  few  years  which 
member  of  the  ruling  class  is  to  repress 
and  crush  the  people.” 

This  time  around,  the  reality  show  to 
become  America’s  next  top  war  crimi- 
nal pits  the  two  rich  white  guys,  Rom- 
ney and  Ryan — who  look  like  a walking 
ad  for  khakis,  hair  gel  and  Pearl  Drops 
tooth  polish  and  who  promise  to  elimi- 
nate just  about  all  of  the  remaining  gov- 
ernment social  services  that  are  a life- 
line to  a large  bulk  of  the  population, 
while  promising  greater  riches  to  the 
capitalists — against  the  hoops-playing, 
change-promising  Obama,  who  stuffed 
his  administration  with  a Wall  Street 
all-star  team,  such  as  Timothy  Geithner, 
Lawrence  Summers  and  Jacob  Lew.  The 
Obama  administration  has  handed  out 
lucre  to  just  about  every  industrialist  and 


banker  that  came,  hat  in  hand,  knocking 
on  the  White  House  door — and  not  even 
spare  change  for  the  rest. 

A lot  has  happened  in  the  last  four 
years.  Mass  unemployment  has  provided 
a more  fertile  climate  for  the  decades- 
long  attacks  on  the  basic  organizations 
of  defense  of  the  working  class — unions. 
The  current  attacks  were  kicked  off  by  the 
2009  auto  contracts  forced  upon  workers 
at  General  Motors,  Ford  and  Chrysler  by 
the  United  Auto  Workers’  Ron  Gettelfin- 
ger  and  the  newly  elected  Obama — part 
of  the  bailout  of  the  auto  bosses.  This 
opened  the  floodgates  for  extending  two- 
tier  agreements  to  other  union  contracts 
throughout  the  country,  and  threw  thou- 
sands of  auto  workers  on  the  scrap  heap. 

We’ve  seen  the  emergence  of  the  Tea 
Party  crazies,  launched  and  funded  by 
some  of  the  fattest  of  fat  cats  in  the  con- 
servative Republican  establishment.  They 
seem  to  have  consolidated  a great  deal  of 
control  of  the  Republican  Party,  peddling 
religious  obscurantism,  anti-women  big- 
otry, nativist  hatred  of  anyone  who  wasn’t 
born  in  the  U.S. — that  is,  bom  with  white 
skin  and  speaking  English.  Their  not  so 
thinly  veiled  racism  is  expressed,  among 
other  ways,  in  the  hallucinogenic  belief 
that  Obama  is  forcing  socialism  on  the 
U.S.,  the  only  basis  for  which  is  his  black 
skin.  To  defend  the  purity  of  elections, 
they  have  been  on  a drive  to  purge  blacks 
and  Latinos  from  voting,  imbibing  so 
much  of  the  “voter  fraud”  Kool-Aid  they 
have  begun  to  visualize  magic  buses  full 
of  “illegal”  voters  pouring  into  polling 
places  across  the  country. 

After  decades  of  massive  redistribution 
of  wealth  to  the  richest  sliver  of  the  popu- 
lation under  both  Democratic  and  Repub- 
lican administrations,  even  the  bourgeois 
press  has  noted  the  gaping  inequality 
between  the  haves  and  have-nots.  The 
continued  on  page  7 
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France:  Cop  Crackdown  on 
Muslim  Demonstrators 


Reuters 


Paris,  September  15:  Cops  surround  demonstrators  near  U.S.  embassy  during  protest 
against  racist  anti-Muslim  video. 

Defend  Minority  Youth! 
Defend  the  Right  to  Protest! 


The  following  is  a translation  of 
a September  18  leaflet  issued  by  the 
Ligue  Trotskyste  de  France,  section  of 
the  International  Communist  League 
( Fourth  Internationalist). 

The  recent  broadcast  on  YouTUbe  of 
Innocence  of  Muslims,  a repugnant, 
inflammatory  attack  on  the  prophet 
Muhammad,  was  a racist  provocation 
consciously  calculated  to  arouse  the 
anger  of  Muslims  around  the  world. 
Protests  erupted  everywhere,  espe- 
cially in  the  Arab  world  but  also  in 
Paris.  On  September  15,  about  200 
demonstrators,  mostly  unorganized 
youth  from  the  minority  neighbor- 
hoods supervised  by  a few  Salafists, 
tried  to  stage  a protest  near  the  U.S. 
Embassy  not  far  from  Place  de  la 
Concorde  and  the  Elysde  [presiden- 
tial palace],  where  all  demonstrations 
are  generally  prohibited. 

The  cops,  claiming  that  the  dem- 
onstration was  unauthorized,  engaged 
in  a real  manhunt  in  Paris,  detaining 
about  150  people,  some  75  percent  of 
the  demonstrators.  The  new  social- 
democratic  minister  of  cops,  Manuel 
Vails,  said  he  would  go  further  and 
also  prosecute  the  alleged  organizers 
of  the  event,  who  could  get  up  to  six 
months  in  jail  and  a fine  of  7,500  euros 
[$9,764],  The  police  attack  is  a direct 
threat  to  the  right  to  protest  and  a threat  to 
the  labor  movement  in  particular. 

By  sending  the  cops  against  protest- 
ers on  September  15,  the  new  capitalist 
popular-front  government  of  Francis  Hol- 
lande  and  Manuel  Vails  is  in  line  with  its 
Sarkozyite  predecessors.  In  his  fury,  Vails 
is  perhaps  even  more  grotesque  than  his 
predecessors,  Brice  Hortefeux  and  Claude 
Gu6ant.  Vails  went  so  far  as  to  tell  Agence 
France-Presse:  “I  will  not  allow... slogans 
hostile  to  allied  countries,  hostile  to  our 
values,  to  be  heard  in  our  streets.”  Will 
this  fanatic  use  this  opportunity  to  prohibit 
not  only  demonstrations  but  even  slogans 
against  crimes  committed  by  U.S.  impe- 
rialism in  Afghanistan,  or  by  the  Zionist 
state  against  the  Palestinians,  or  by  Athens 
and  Brussels  against  the  Greek  workers? 

President  Hollande  began  his  five-year 
term  by  exhibiting  his  “values”  in  a trib- 
ute to  Jules  Ferry,  who  during  his  lifetime 
was  called  “Ferry-Tonkin”  because  of  his 
glorification  of  colonialism.  Will  Vails’ 
values  lead  him  to  outlaw  demonstrations 
against  crimes  committed  by  French 
troops  in  Libya  or  the  Ivory  Coast,  or 
against  the  detention  camps  in  Mayotte 
[a  French  possession  in  the  Indian  Ocean], 
where  babies  are  dying?  His  outrageous 
statements  are  a threat  to  the  entire  labor 
movement  and  beyond.  Socialist  Party! 
Green  government,  hands  off  the  right  to 
protest!  Drop  the  charges  against  alleged 


participants  and  organizers  of  the  Sep- 
tember 15  pro-Muslim  demonstration! 

Vails  even  took  the  opportunity  to  enact 
a “terrorism"  bill  drawn  up  mainly  under 
Sarkozy.  This  legislation  would  extend  for 
three  years  the  extraordinary  right  of  the 
political  police  to  spy  on  phone  calls  and 
the  Internet  and  to  sue  “jihadists”  for  opin- 
ions expressed  on  the  Web.  In  the  Merah 
case  [see  “French  Elections:  No  Choice 
for  Workers,”  WV  No.  999,  3 March], 
Claude  Gudant  said,  “We  do  not  criminal- 
ize intent.”  But  Vails  wants  to  criminalize 
travel  to  Afghanistan  and  Pakistan.  We 
warned  that  Hollande's  program  was  Sar- 
kozyism  without  the  bling,  and,  unlike  the 
French  Communist  Party,  the  New  Anti- 
capitalist Party  and  even  Lutte  Ouvri^re, 
we  called  for  no  vote  for  Hollande’s  popular 
front.  Down  with  the  government’s  racist 
“ anti-terrorism ” measures!  Their  only 
purpose  is  to  strengthen  the  repressive 
apparatus  of  the  state  against  the  working 
class.  The  police  are  the  watchdogs  of  capi- 
tal. As  Bolshevik  leader  Lenin  wrote  [The 
State  and  Revolution,  1917]: 

“Civilised  society  is  split  into  antagonis- 
tic, and,  moreover,  irreconcilably  antago- 
nistic, classes,  whose  ‘self-acting’  arming 
would  lead  to  an  armed  struggle  between 
them.  A state  arises,  a special  power  is 
created,  special  bodies  of  armed  men, 
and  every  revolution,  by  destroying  the 
state  apparatus,  shows  us  the  naked  class 
struggle,  clearly  shows  us  how  the  ruling 
class  strives  to  restore  the  special  bodies 
of  armed  men  which  serve  it.  and  how 
the  oppressed  class  strives  to  create  a new 


organisation  of  this  kind,  capable  of  serv- 
ing the  exploited  instead  of  the  exploiters.” 

This  is  why  the  capitalist  state  cannot  be 
reformed  to  serve  the  interests  of  workers, 
ban  layoffs  or  implement  other  reformist 
fantasies.  It  will  have  to  be  smashed  by  a 
workers  revolution  that  will  establish  the 
power  of  workers  councils,  as  was  done  in 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917. 

The  capitalist  government’s  offensive 
against  the  minority  youth  they  arbitrar- 
ily label  “Salafists”  is  in  line  with  this 
summer’s  attacks  against  youth  in  the 
working-class  neighborhoods  of  Amiens 
and  against  the  Roma  (Gypsies).  It  spe- 
cifically targets  isolated  and  marginalized 
layers,  who  suffer  from  rampant  unem- 
ployment, in  order  to  pit  workers  against 
each  other  along  religious  or  ethnic  lines. 
Its  aim  is  to  both  weaken  the  working 
class  and  strengthen  the  police  arsenal 
against  labor  as  a whole,  as  only  labor  has 
the  social  power  and  historic  interest  to 
put  an  end  to  the  capitalist  system. 

Salafists  are  obscurantist,  anti-women 
reactionaries.  Our  international  organiza- 
tion has  a long  history  of  struggle  against 
Islamic  fundamentalism.  For  example,  we 
hailed  the  Soviet  Red  Army  in  1979  when 
it  intervened,  at  the  request  of  the  Afghan 
government,  to  stop  an  uprising  of  reac- 
tionary mullahs  who  wanted  to  impose 
the  burqa  [head-to-toe  veil]  with  weapons 
and  money  from  the  CIA  and  the  Wahabi 
regime  in  Saudi  Arabia.  In  all  religions, 
the  veil  symbolizes  women's  oppression. 


which  itself  is  rooted  in  the  private 
ownership  of  the  means  of  production 
and  in  the  family.  But  we  have  always 
opposed  the  bourgeois  state’s  ban  on 
wearing  the  veil.  In  France,  this  is  a 
racist  measure  against  Muslim  women 
and  youth.  Two  years  ago  we  warned 
that  the  law  against  the  burqa  would 
also  be  used  against  minority  youth 
wearing  a ski  mask.  We  also  oppose 
legal  measures  against  blasphemy, 
which  the  Catholic  church  periodi- 
cally demands  in  France.  This  kind 
of  law  represents  a danger  because  the 
state  would  use  it  primarily  to  pursue 
and  punish  anyone  who  opposes  reli- 
gious reaction. 

Religious  backwardness  in  minor- 
ity communities  is  the  result  of  oppres- 
sion, unemployment  and  racist  cop 
terror,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  the 
labor  movement  does  not  defend 
these  youth  against  ubiquitous  rac- 
ist segregation.  Religion  provides  an 
illusion  of  heavenly  consolation  for 
real  misery  on  earth.  This  is  why 
the  fight  against  religious  backward- 
ness cannot  be  separated  from  the 
struggle  to  eradicate  its  cause,  capi- 
talist oppression.  The  bourgeoisie 
understands  very  well  that  religion  is 
an  asset  in  diverting  the  struggle  of  the 
oppressed  for  their  social  emancipation. 
The  French  imperialists,  along  with  the 
United  States  and  NATO,  played  a crucial 
role  last  year,  under  Sarkozy,  in  putting 
Muslim  reactionaries  in  power  in  Libya, 
with  the  direct  or  veiled  support  of  the 
French  left.  French  troops  out  of  Africa, 
Afghanistan,  Lebanon  and  Abu  Dhabi! 

Not  to  defend  these  youth  under  the 
pretext  that  they  were  led  by  reactionary 
Salafists  would  give  a blank  check  to  the 
bourgeois  state  and  its  transparent  divisive 
maneuvers:  the  working  class  must  defend 
all  the  oppressed  against  repression.  This 
raises  the  need  for  a multiethnic,  multi- 
racial Bolshevik  proletarian  vanguard 
party.  Our  model  is  a revolutionary 

“who  is  able  to  react  to  every  manifes- 
tation of  tyranny  and  oppression,  no 
matter  where  it  appears,  no  matter  what 
stratum  or  class  of  the  people  it  affects; 
who  is  able  to  generalise  all  these  mani- 
festations and  produce  a single  picture 
of  police  violence  and  capitalist  exploi- 
tation; who  is  able  to  take  advantage 
of  every  event,  however  small,  in  order 
to  set  forth  before  all  his  socialist  con- 
victions and  his  democratic  demands, 
in  order  to  clarify  for  all  and  everyone 
the  world-historic  significance  of  the 
struggle  for  the  emancipation  of  the 
proletariat.” 

— Lenin,  What  Is  To  Be  Done ? 

(1902) 

Defend  the  right  to  protest!  Down  with 
the  racist  cop  witchhunt  against  Muslim 
fundamentalists!  The  labor  movement 
must  defend  minority  youth!  ■ 
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Young  Spartacus 


SYC  Presentation  at  Bard  College 

Students  Must  Ally  with  the 


Working  Class 


We  print  below  an  edited  presentation 
given  by  comrade  Irene  Gardner  to  stu- 
dents and  campus  workers  at  a May  9 
Student  Labor  Dialogue  meeting  at  Bard 
College  in  New  York  State.  Although  the 
liberal  Occupy  movement  has  dissipated 
during  the  2012  drive  to  re-elect  Obama, 
the  central  illusions  propagated  during 
these  protests  are  still  commonly  shared 
among  young  activists. 

Thanks  for  inviting  us  to  speak  with 
your  group.  Since  you  are  interested 
in  supporting  workers,  we  are  here  to 
address  the  question:  how  to  bring  about 
the  end  of  the  exploitation  of  workers,  of 
wage  slavery,  and  bring  about  the  libera- 
tion of  all  humanity?  Well,  you  can’t  do 
it  by  trying  to  fundamentally  reform  the 
capitalist  system,  by  putting  Band-Aids 
on  it,  by  trying  to  pressure  capitalist  par- 
ties like  the  Democrats  or  by  carrying 
out  civil  disobedience.  The  only  way  to 
ensure  jobs  and  decent  living  standards, 
including  free,  quality  medical  care  and 
education  for  all,  is  by  seizing  the  wealth 
from  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  class 
through  proletarian  socialist  revolution. 

In  1848,  Marx  and  Engels  indicted  the 
bourgeoisie  as  "unfit  any  longer  to  be  the 
ruling  class  in  society.”  If  the  bourgeoisie 
of  that  time  was  unfit  to  rule,  the  imperial- 
ist rulers  today  have  long  passed  their  "sell 
by"  date.  It  is  high  time  that  working  peo- 
ple, who  create  the  wealth  in  this  society, 
run  this  society!  We  need  an  all  new  rul- 
ing class — the  workers!  Labor  must  rule! 

A question  that  comes  up  a lot  these 
days  is  what  is  the  definition  of  class.  A 
Marxist  analysis  is  that  social  class  is 
defined  by  your  relationship  to  the  means 
of  production,  not  from  a state  of  mind, 
nor  how  rich  or  poor  you  are.  For  exam- 
ple, a unionized  worker  in  the  build- 
ing trades  may  make  as  much  or  more 
income  than  a yuppie  supervisor  in  an 
office.  Nevertheless,  the  worker  still  has 
an  economic  interest  in  overthrowing  his 
capitalist  exploiter,  while  the  supervisor 
is  an  accessory  to  capitalist  production 
and  thus  bound  to  its  ongoing  material 
success.  The  real,  fundamental  division 
in  capitalist  society  is  between  the  work- 
ing class,  which  sells  its  labor  power  to 
survive,  and  the  capitalist  class,  which 
is  actually  a very  small  fraction  of  the 
“1  percent."  In  order  to  survive,  work- 
ers have  no  choice  but  to  sell  their  labor 
power  as  a commodity  to  the  capitalists, 
who  own  the  banks  and  the  means  of 
production,  such  as  factories  and  mines. 

Consciously  or  not,  labor  seeks  to 
resist  capitalist  exploitation.  It  seeks  to 
maintain  and  even  raise  its  standard  of 
living.  It  comes  into  constant  conflict 
with  the  uncontrollable  drive  of  capital- 
ist production,  which  is  the  drive  for  the 
accumulation  of  more  and  more  capital, 
and  the  production  of  more  and  more 
profit.  This  is  the  basis  for  class  struggle: 
the  irreconcilable  class  conflict  between 
the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat.  These 
class  interests  are  counterposed  and  can- 
not be  harmonized. 

Uniquely,  the  international  working  class 
possesses  the  social  power — its  ability  to 
shut  off  the  flow  of  profit  by  withholding 
its  labor — and  the  collective  interest  to 
expropriate  the  bourgeoisie  and  reorganize 
society  globally  on  a socialist  basis.  The 
intermediate  social  layers  are  part  of  the 
petty  bourgeoisie — a heterogeneous  class 
encompassing  professionals,  shopkeepers. 


students  and  others — who  have  no  direct 
relationship  to  the  means  of  production. 
Lacking  social  power,  the  petty  bourgeoi- 
sie cannot  provide  an  alternative  to  capital- 
ism and,  depending  on  which  way  the  wind 
is  blowing,  will  align  either  with  the  work- 
ers or  against  them.  If  the  working-class 
leadership  shows  that  it  has  the  resolve  and 
program  to  lead  society  out  of  its  crisis. 


it  can  pull  much  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie 
behind  the  workers  in  struggle. 

For  International 
Workers  Revolution! 

V.  I.  Lenin,  who  along  with  Leon 
Trotsky  led  the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of 
1917,  described  how  modern  capitalism  in 
the  late  19th  century  reached  its  highest 
stage — imperialism.  He  described  how  the 
means  of  production  came  to  be  monopo- 
lized by  fewer  and  bigger  conglomerates 
with  ever-growing  needs  for  investment 
funds  and  other  financing,  leading  to  the 
dominance  of  finance  capital,  centrally 
the  giant  banks.  As  the  capitalists  in  the 
advanced  industrial  countries  strove  for 
newer  markets  to  exploit,  they  carried 
out  wars  to  redivide  the  world  and  secure 
spheres  of  exploitation  in  less-developed 
countries.  In  their  competition  for  world 
domination,  the  imperialist  powers  en- 
gulfed people  around  the  world  in  the 
barbarism  of  World  Wars  I and  II  and 
waged  countless  bloody  wars  in  colonial 
and  semicolonial  countries. 

Reformist  left  groups  like  the  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO)  and 
Workers  World  Party  raise  the  demand, 
"Money  for  jobs  & education,  not  for 
war.”  These  slogans  simply  build  illu- 
sions that  mass  protest  can  somehow 
pressure  capitalism  to  stop  being  impe- 
rialist by  somehow  redirecting  the  bud- 
get. This  is  a total  fallacy.  As  long  as 
capitalism  survives,  there  will  be  impe- 
rialist wars  of  depredation  like  Iraq  and 


Afghanistan.  The  only  way  out  of  the 
endless  cycle  of  capitalist  economic  cri- 
ses and  imperialist  wars  was  shown  by 
the  Bolshevik  Revolution  of  1917.  when 
workers  took  power  in  their  own  hands, 
expropriating  the  bourgeoisie  and  estab- 
lishing the  Soviet  workers  state. 

Today  the  bourgeoisie  uses  every  oppor- 
tunity to  proclaim  that  the  destruction  of 


the  Soviet  Union  in  the  early  '90s  proved 
Marxism  to  be  a “failed  experiment.”  But 
the  collectivized  economy  in  the  Soviet 
Union  worked!  Despite  its  isolation  in 
a world  dominated  by  imperialism,  the 
Soviet  Union,  arising  from  deep  backward- 
ness and  the  destruction  of  world  war,  civil 
war  and  imperialist  intervention,  became 
an  industrial  and  military  powerhouse, 
even  under  Stalinist  bureaucratic  misrule. 

When  the  capitalist  world  was  in  the 
midst  of  the  Great  Depression,  the  Soviet 
Union  actually  increased  its  industrial 
output.  Now.  two  decades  after  counter- 
revolution destroyed  the  Soviet  degener- 
ated workers  state,  many  in  Russia  long 
for  the  days  when  they  were  guaranteed 
a job.  education,  housing,  health  care  and 
vacations,  regretting  that  they  were  taken 
in  by  the  myth  of  capitalist  “democracy." 
What  undermined  the  collectivized  econ- 
omy, and  ultimately  laid  the  basis  for  the 
destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  itself,  was 
the  parasitic  Stalinist  bureaucracy,  which 
beginning  in  1923-24  robbed  the  workers 
of  their  political  power  and  vainly  sought 
to  appease  the  imperialists  by  selling  out 
workers  struggles  in  other  countries. 

As  Trotskyists,  we  continue  to  defend 
the  existing  bureaucratically  deformed 
workers  states — China.  Cuba,  Vietnam. 
North  Korea  and  Laos — against  impe- 
rialism and  capitalist  counterrevolution. 
These  are  countries  where  capitalism 
was  overthrown  and  the  economies  col- 
lectivized. But  they  are  run  by  national- 
ist, Stalinist  bureaucracies  that  need  to  be 


thrown  out  by  workers  political  revolution 
to  institute  workers  democracy  under  the 
banner  of  revolutionary  internationalism. 

The  Myth  of  “Pure  Democracy” 

Many  of  you  may  be  involved  with  the 
Occupy  movement,  which  raises  calls 
for  classless  “democracy"  and  liberal 
reform,  especially  of  the  financial  sector. 
But  what  is  democracy  in  a class-divided 
society?  Under  capitalism,  it  is  democ- 
racy for  the  ruling  class,  the  owners  of 
the  means  of  production  who  construct 
and  carry  out  laws  to  defend  their  pri- 
vate property.  There  are  no  laws  that  will 
establish  equality  between  the  capitalists 
and  the  working  class.  We  fight  against 
any  attacks  on  democratic  rights  for  the 
oppressed  under  capitalism,  but  it  is 
futile  to  call  for  classless  "democracy.” 
Real  democracy  for  the  working  class, 
black  people,  immigrants  and  the  poor 
can  only  be  accomplished  by  the  prole- 
tariat smashing  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie and  establishing  its  own  class  rule. 

The  Occupy  protests  have  tapped  into 
the  widespread  anger  against  the  increas- 
ing destitution  brought  on  by  the  worst 
economic  crisis  since  the  Great  Depres- 
sion. But  the  populist  notion  that  the 
struggle  is  about  “reclaiming  our  democ- 
racy" from  greedy  bankers  and  corporate 
magnates  is  erroneous.  This  country  was 
founded  on  the  enslavement  of  black  peo- 
ple and  the  genocide  of  Native  Americans. 
Its  history  is  riddled  with  the  bodies  of 
working-class  fighters  killed  at  the  hands 
of  the  police  or  the  courts.  The  banks  and 
corporations  didn’t  “hijack"  the  govern- 
ment in  the  last  couple  of  decades  or  with 
the  onset  of  the  Wall  Street  crash.  The 
purpose  of  this  government  has  always 
been  to  defend  the  property  and  profits 
of  the  ruling  class. 

The  wealth  of  this  country  is  actually 
overwhelmingly  concentrated  in  the  hand- 
ful of  families — far  less  than  1 percent 
of  the  population — that  own  the  corpora- 
tions and  the  banks  and  whose  profits  are 
derived  through  the  exploitation  of  labor. 
This  capitalist  class  runs  both  the  Demo- 
cratic and  Republican  parties,  whose 
main  difference  is  not  what  they  do  but 
how  they  do  it.  The  Republicans  make  no 
bones  about  being  the  party  of  “big  busi- 
ness" in  viciously  going  after  the  labor 
movement  and  minorities.  The  Democrats 
lie  and  do  the  same  thing.  The  "choice" 
at  election  time  is  simply  which  capitalist 
party  will  oversee  the  brutal  repression  of 
the  working  class  and  oppressed  at  home 
and  prosecute  U.S.  imperialism’s  bloody 
wars  and  occupations  abroad. 

The  ubiquitous  slogan  of  the  Occupy 
movement — "We  are  the  99  percent” — is 
based  on  a populist  notion  of  the  "peo- 
ple.” which  falsely  lumps  together  every- 
one except  for  a small,  rich  elite,  the 
so-called  "1  percent.”  According  to  this 
outlook,  workers  and  the  oppressed  sup- 
posedly share  common  interests  with  the 
managers  who  fire  their  employees,  cops 
who  gun  down  black  people  and  religious 
leaders  who  preach  obedience  to  author- 
ity. This  "99  percent"  populism  dissolves 
any  understanding  of  the  fundamental 
class  line  between  workers  and  their  cap- 
italist exploiters. 

Especially  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Occupy  protests,  there  were  lots  of  illu- 
sions in  the  cops,  with  slogans  like  “NYPD 
is  a layoff  away  from  joining  us."  Cops  are 


Viktor  Bulla 

Putilov  factory  workers  meeting  for  re-election  of  Petrograd  Soviet,  1920.  Rus- 
sian Revolution  overthrew  capitalism,  put  political  power  in  hands  of  proletariat. 
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Britain:  Down  With  Anti-Immigrant 
Crackdown  on  Campuses! 


Huffington  Post  UK 

August  30:  London  Metropolitan  University  students  facing  deportation 
protest  outside  10  Downing  Street. 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  220  (Autumn  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League.  On  September  21,  a Brit- 
ish High  Court  judge  ruled  that  London 
Metropolitan  University  students  from 
outside  the  European  Union  who  are 
currently  enrolled  or  have  an  offer  of 
a place  for  this  year  will  be  allowed  to 
begin  classes.  Meanwhile,  the  university 
is  challenging  the  UK  Border  Agency’s 
suspension  of  its  license  to  sponsor  over- 
seas students. 


Workers  Hammer  ^ 


On  29  August,  the  UK  Border  Agency 
(UKBA)  stripped  London  Met  of  the 
right  to  sponsor  students  from  outside  the 
European  Union,  effectively  revoking  the 
visas  of  more  than  2,500  students.  The 
students,  many  of  them  in  the  middle  of 
their  courses,  having  already  paid  punish- 
ing overseas  tuition  fees,  have  been  given 
until  December  to  gain  sponsorship  at 
another  university  or  face  deportation. 
The  Home  Office  is  seeking  to  honour  the 
Tories’  election  pledge  to  reduce  annual 


immigration  “to  the  tens  of  thousands” — 
from  the  current  figure  of  more  than 
200.000 — by  2015.  Students  account  for 
about  40  per  cent  of  the  total  figure  and 
the  state  is  pushing  university  adminis- 
trations to  be  more  aggressive  in  policing 
them  to  determine  who  has  a “legitimate” 
right  to  remain  in  the  country  and  who 


does  not.  Two  other  universities,  Glasgow 
Caledonian  [in  Scotland!  and  Teesside  in 
northern  England,  had  earlier  been  threat- 
ened with  losing  their  right  to  sponsor  stu- 
dent visas.  Students,  immigrants  and  all 
working  people  must  demand:  No  depor- 
tations! Hands  off  overseas  students! 

All  universities,  including  the  elite 


campuses,  rely  on  recruitment  of  overseas 
students  as  a lucrative  source  of  income. 
Thus  the  UKBA’s  move  at  London  Met 
has  led  to  concern,  including  within  the 
Conservative  [Tory]  Party,  over  the  poten- 
tial damage  to  the  £2.5  billion  per  year 
English  universities  make  from  interna- 
tional students’  fees.  London  Met  students 
are  largely  drawn  from  working-class 
and  minority  populations.  Indeed  it  has 
been  noted  that  this  university  has  more 
black  Caribbean  students  than  all  of  the 
elite  universities  put  together.  Loss  of  the 
income  generated  through  overseas  stu- 
dents’ fees  is  projected  to  push  the  already 
debt-ridden  London  Met  into  insolvency. 
This  will  likely  pave  the  way  for  the  uni- 
versity to  become  a test  case  in  the  gov- 
ernment’s privatisation  plans. 

According  to  a Times  Higher  Educa- 
tion article  on  potential  privatisation  at 
London  Met.  universities  and  science 
minister  David  Willetts  “is  said  to  be 
willing  to  explore  the  idea  of  allowing  a 
’failing’  university  to  be  taken  over  by  a 
private  buyer”  (6  September).  Privatisa- 
tion plans  would  bring  the  force  of  the 
capitalist  market  directly  to  bear  against 
unionised  workers  and  lecturers,  and  open 
continued  on  page  7 


not  workers.  The  police  are  an  essential 
part  of  the  repressive  state  apparatus  that 
exists  (along  with  the  prisons,  courts  and 
military)  to  defend  the  interests  and  rule 
of  the  capitalist  class  against  workers  and 
the  oppressed.  They  break  strikes,  ter- 
rorize black  and  Latino  youth  and  carry 
out  vicious  police  repression  of  political 
movements.  Contrary  to  illusions  built  by 
the  reformist  left  and  others,  no  amount  of 
civilian  review  boards,  “community  con- 
trol” or  federal  oversight  is  going  to  change 
that.  We  call  for  cops,  prison  guards  and 
security  guards  out  of  the  unions! 

No  Substitute  for  Labor’s  Power 

It’s  good  that  many  Occupy  activists 
want  to  solidarize  with  labor,  but  for  the 
most  part  workers  are  seen  as  simply 
another  victimized  sector  of  the  “99  per- 
cent.” Protesters  have  been  led  to  believe 
that  solidarity  with  workers  means  setting 
up  community  pickets  to  shut  down  port 
operations  (like  on  the  West  Coast),  or 
calling  for  a “General  Strike”  (like  on  May 
Day  with  the  call  for  no  school,  no  work, 
no  shopping).  To  be  clear,  these  Occupy 
protests  were  not  genuine  strikes,  and 
they  did  nothing  to  advance  the  workers’ 


consciousness  of  their  power  as  a class.  In 
a real  general  strike,  workers  actually  shut 
down  production  and  run  various  aspects 
of  society  themselves,  thus  posing  the 
question  of  which  class  shall  rule. 

Some  anarchists,  like  the  Black  Orchid 
anarchist  collective  in  Seattle,  openly  try 
to  pit  Occupy  against  the  unions,  saying 
that  Occupy  represents  a “new  move- 
ment of  the  working  class.”  The  unions, 
which  were  built  in  this  country  through 
hard  class  battles,  must  be  defended,  and 
there  is  no  substitute  for  waging  a politi- 
cal fight  within  the  unions  to  build  a new 
class-struggle  leadership.  During  the  Great 
Depression,  when  there  was  a brief  upturn 
in  the  economy,  workers  began  to  engage 
in  hard-fought  battles  to  organize  industrial 
unions.  The  sit-down  strikes,  mass  pickets 
and  other  actions  that  built  the  CIO  and  the 
mass  movement  for  integrated  industrial 
unions  were  ignited  by  the  1934  San  Fran- 
cisco general  strike  and  mass  strikes  in 
Toledo  and  Minneapolis  the  same  year.  All 
of  those  strikes  were  led  by  reds.  New  Deal 
social  programs  such  as  Social  Security 
were  implemented  to  head  off  the  threat 
that  continuing  class  battles  would  chal- 
lenge capitalist  rule.  Following  World  War 


II,  Cold  War  red  purges  in  the  unions  drove 
out  socialists  and  communists,  including 
the  Stalinist  Communist  Party  which  had 
channeled  workers’  discontent  into  support 
for  Roosevelt’s  Democratic  Party. 

It  will  take  a leadership  committed  to 
the  political  independence  of  the  work- 
ing class  to  pull  the  struggle  forward.  At 
times,  the  union  tops  can  be  pressured  by 
labor’s  ranks  or  by  provocations  of  the 
bosses  into  carrying  out  strikes  and  other 
work  actions.  But  within  the  labor  move- 
ment, the  proletariat  is  saddled  with  a pro- 
capitalist, protectionist  union  bureaucracy 
that  promotes  the  lie  that  the  interests  of 
labor  and  capital  are  compatible.  Instead 
of  mobilizing  in  struggle,  they  tie  working 
people  and  the  oppressed  to  the  capitalist 
system,  especially  through  support  to  the 
Democratic  Party.  The  trade-union  tops 
poured  a whopping  $450  million  into  the 
2008  elections,  backing  capitalist  politi- 
cians like  Obama  as  a "friend  of  labor.” 
Even  though  the  Obama  Democrats  have 
stomped  on  unions,  the  trade-union  offi- 
cialdom will  do  the  same  thing  this  time 
around. 

Reformist  groups  like  the  ISO  argue 
that  “many  labor  leaders  have  cor- 
rectly seen  Occupy  as  a key  to  a revival 
of  the  union  movement”  [“The  Unions 
Weigh  In  for  Occupy,”  socialist  worker, 
org,  10  November  201 1J.  To  the  contrary, 
the  labor  tops  embrace  the  Occupy  move- 
ment not  to  revive  workers  struggle  but 
to  divert  workers’  discontent  once  again 
into  the  Democratic  Party.  This  was  put 
clearly  in  a [seiu.org,  16  November  201 1J 
statement  by  SEIU  president  Mary  Kay 
Henry:  "We  agree,  all  across  SEIU,  that 
we  need  to  stand  for  a 99  percent  agenda 
and  re-elect  our  president,  Barack  Obama, 
and  that  those  two  steps  are  on  the  same 
path... so  that  we  can  make  the  2012  elec- 
tion about  the  agenda  for  the  99  percent.” 

It  is  absolutely  necessary  to  forge  a 
workers  party  to  mobilize  labor  in  struggle 
for  its  class  interests;  to  fight  against  all 
forms  of  discrimination  and  for  full  citi- 
zenship rights  for  immigrants  (and  we’re 
not  talking  about  a party  like  France's 
Socialist  Party  or  the  British  Labour 
Party,  parties  that  administer  the  capital- 
ist system).  A revolutionary  workers  party 
is  the  critical  instrument  for  leading  the 


battle  to  sweep  away  capitalist  class  rule 
through  proletarian  socialist  revolution. 

Students  can  play  an  important  role  by 
allying  with  the  working  class  and  help- 
ing to  build  a revolutionary  party.  Stu- 
dent struggle  can  also  provide  a spark  for 
broader  social  struggles.  But  there  is  no 
such  thing  as  genuine  “student  power” — 
during  the  ’60s  and  early  ’70s  there  were 
massive  student  strikes  across  this  coun- 
try against  the  Vietnam  War,  but  in  fact 
the  bourgeoisie  escalated  the  war.  What 
ended  the  Vietnam  War  was  the  military 
defeat  of  U.S.  imperialism  by  the  Viet- 
namese workers  and  peasants. 

Student  power  illusions  are  usually 
tied  to  the  idea  that  the  universities  can 
become  morally  pure  “ivory  tower”  com- 
munities isolated  from  the  exploitation 
of  bourgeois  society  if  students  apply 
enough  pressure.  But  as  university  admin- 
istration union-busting  campaigns  across 
the  country  show,  capitalism  doesn't  stop 
at  the  campus  gates — immigrants  and  all 
workers  are  still  exploited  at  institutions 
of  higher  education. 

Under  capitalism,  colleges  and  universi- 
ties serve  an  irreplaceable  function:  train- 
ing the  future  administrative,  technical 
and  ideological  personnel  of  bourgeois 
society.  For  the  most  part,  children  of  the 
working  class  and  minorities  are  excluded 
from  quality  higher  education.  We  are 
for  nationalizing  private  institutions  and 
making  them  open  to  all.  free  of  charge, 
with  a state-paid  living  stipend  so  that  all 
working-class  youth  have  access  to  higher 
education.  We  also  call  for  abolishing  the 
administration,  including  the  Board  of 
Trustees — colleges  and  universities  should 
be  run  by  those  who  work  and  study  there. 

To  conclude:  the  crisis  of  capitalism 
will  not  in  and  of  itself  catapult  the  pro- 
letariat to  power.  It  is  crucial  that  we  build 
a revolutionary  vanguard  party  that  will 
bring  the  critical  element  of  consciousness 
to  the  working  class,  to  transform  it  from 
a class  in  itself  to  a class  for  itself  to  do 
away  with  this  entire  system  of  wage  slav- 
ery. The  Spartacist  League  and  its  youth 
section,  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs,  part 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist),  are  committed 
to  this  task.  Check  us  out,  and  join  us  in 
the  fight  for  a socialist  future!  ■ 


Minnesota  Historical  Society 

Strikebreaking  cops  confronted  by  workers  in  1934  Minneapolis  Teamsters 
strike. 
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Young  Spartacus 


Join  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs! 


The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  intervene 
into  social  struggles  armed  with  the 
revolutionary  internationalist  program  of 
Marx,  Engels,  Lenin  and  Trotsky.  We  work 
to  mobilize  youth  in  struggle  as  partisans 
of  the  working  class,  championing  the 
liberation  of  black  people,  women  and 
all  the  oppressed.  The  SYCs  fight  to  win 
youth  to  the  perspective  of  building  the 
Leninist  vanguard  party  that  will  lead  the 
working  class  in  socialist  revolution,  lay- 
ing the  basis  for  a world  free  of  capitalist 
exploitation  and  imperialist  slaughter. 


What  We  Fight  For 

1  Mobilize  students  behind  the  social 
power  of  the  multiracial  working  class! 
Picket  lines  mean  don’t  cross!  For  union- 
run  minority  job  recruitment  and  training 
programs!  For  union  hiring  halls!  Down 
with  union-busting  "workfare”  schemes! 
Jobs  for  all  at  union  wages!  Organize  the 
unorganized!  Unionize  the  South!  Down 
with  multi-tier  wages,  which  pit  younger 
and  older  workers  against  each  other! 
Cops,  prison  guards,  security  guards  out 
of  the  unions!  Keep  the  bosses’  govern- 
ment and  courts  out  of  the  unions! 

2  Black  oppression  is  the  bedrock  of 
racist  American  capitalism.  Finish  the 
Civil  War!  For  black  liberation  through 
socialist  revolution!  For  mass  labor/black 
mobilizations  to  stop  the  fascists  and 
race-terrorists!  No  to  gun  control!  For  the 
right  of  armed  self-defense!  No  reliance 
on  the  capitalist  courts  or  politicians! 
Fascist  terror  is  not  a question  of  “free 
speech.’’  Stop  the  Nazis!  Stop  the  KKK! 

3  For  free,  quality,  integrated  public 
education  for  all!  Nationalize  the  pri- 
vate universities!  Down  with  the  racist 
purge  of  higher  education — defend  affir- 
mative action,  no  to  tuition  hikes!  No  to 
budget  cuts!  For  an  end  to  tracking!  For 
open  admissions,  no  tuition  and  a state- 
paid  living  stipend  for  all  students!  Abol- 
ish the  administration — the  universities 
should  be  run  by  those  who  work  and 
study  there!  Down  with  police  occupa- 
tion of  public  schools!  Cops  off  campus! 

4  For  women’s  liberation  through  social- 
ist revolution!  For  mass,  labor-backed 
mobilizations  to  defend  abortion  clin- 
ics! Down  with  parental  consent  laws 
and  “squeal  rules"!  For  free  abortion  on 
demand!  For  free,  quality  24-hour  child- 
care! For  free,  quality  health  care  for 
all!  Equal  pay  for  equal  work!  Down 
with  anti-gay  laws!  Down  with  reac- 
tionary age  of  consent  laws!  Full  demo- 
cratic rights  for  homosexuals!  Govern- 
ment out  of  the  bedroom!  Down  with 
the  anti-sex  witchhunt!  Down  with  all 
laws  against  consensual  activities,  called 
"crimes  without  victims."  like  pornogra- 
phy. gambling,  drug  use,  prostitution  and 
“statutory  rape"! 

5  Down  with  racist  anti-immigrant 
laws!  Full  citizenship  rights  for  all 
immigrants!  Organize  foreign-bom  work- 
ers into  the  unions!  No  deportations! 
No  to  racist  “English  only"  laws!  Down 
with  anti-Hispanic.  anti-Arab,  anti-Asian, 
anti-Semitic  and  all  racist  bigotry! 

6  Down  with  the  “war  on  terror,”  which 
is  a war  aimed  at  immigrants,  labor,  the 
left  and  minorities!  Free  all  the  detainees! 
Abolish  the  racist  death  penalty!  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  Free  all  class-war 
prisoners!  There  is  no  justice  in  the  capi- 
talist courts!  Defend  victims  of  racist  cop 
terror  and  police  frame-up!  No  illusions 
in  civilian  review  boards  or  “community 
control"  of  the  police!  For  labor  mobiliza- 
tions against  racist  cop  terror!  Down  with 
the  “war  on  drugs,"  a racist  war  by  the 
ruling  class  against  black  and  Hispanic 
youth!  The  capitalist  state — at  its  core 


consisting  of  the  cops,  courts,  prisons — 
is  the  executive  committee  of  the  ruling 
class,  an  instrument  of  organized  violence 
by  the  capitalists  against  the  workers  and 
the  oppressed.  It  must  be  smashed  through 
workers  revolution! 

7  Defend  separation  of  church  and  state! 

Defend  science  against  superstition 
and  mysticism!  Keep  religion  out  of  the 
schools!  No  prayer  in  the  schools!  Down 
with  the  teaching  of  creationism!  For  the 
teaching  of  evolution!  No  government 
funding  for  religious,  private  or  “charter" 
schools! 

8  Defeat  U.S.  imperialism  through  work- 
ers revolution!  U.S.  and  allied  forces 
out  of  Iraq,  Afghanistan  now!  Down  with 
the  neocolonial  occupations!  For  class 
struggle  against  U.S.  capitalist  rulers  at 
home!  No  illusions  in  the  UN — a den 


On  September  27,  City  College  of  New 
York  (CCNY)  president  Lisa  Coico  and 
her  administration  rolled  out  the  red  car- 
pet for  war  criminal  Anders  Fogh  Ras- 
mussen, Secretary  General  of  the  North 
Atlantic  Treaty  Organization  (NATO). 
The  New  York  Spartacus  Youth  Club 
protested  outside  Shepard  Hall  where 
Rasmussen,  who  presided  over  the  2011 
NATO  war  on  Libya,  gave  his  talk  "Why 
NATO  Matters  for  You.”  The  slogans  for 
the  SYC  speakout  were:  Protest  Anders 
Rasmussen  at  CCNY — Secretary  General 
of  Blood-Soaked  NATO  War  Alliance! 
U.S./NATO  Forces  Out  of  Iraq,  Afghani- 
stan and  North  Africa!  Imperialist  Hands 
Off  Syria!  Down  With  Imperialist  Sanc- 
tions Against  Iran! 

An  SYC  speaker  addressed  the  protest: 
“The  U.S.-dominated  NATO  alliance 
was  forged  after  World  War  II — after  the 
Soviet  Red  Army’s  victory  over  Hitler’s 
Third  Reich — as  part  of  the  imperialists’ 
drive  to  ‘roll  back  communism’.’’  She 
emphasized  that  in  the  post-Soviet  world. 
NATO  has  served  as  an  all-purpose  tool 
for  the  imperialist  subjugation  of  depen- 
dent capitalist  countries,  from  Serbia  in 
1999  to  Afghanistan  and  Libya  today. 
Another  SYC  speaker  called  for  all  cops 
and  military  recruiters  off  campus  and  for 
abolishing  the  university  administration. 

A leading  activist  for  Freedom  Road 
Socialist  Organization  conspicuously  stood 


of  imperialist  thieves,  their  victims  and 
their  lackeys!  All  U.S./UN/NATO  troops 
out  of  the  Balkans,  Haiti!  For  the  right 
of  independence  for  Puerto  Rico!  U.S. 
troops  out  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  Carib- 
bean! U.S.  imperialist  butchers:  hands 
off  the  world!  No  to  the  draft!  Not  one 
man,  not  one  penny  for  the  imperialist 
military!  Drive  ROTC,  CIA  and  police 
recruiters  off  the  campuses! 

9  For  international  working-class  soli- 
darity! Down  with  the  chauvinist 
poison  of  protectionism!  Workers  of  the 
world,  unite!  For  unconditional  military 
defense  of  the  deformed  workers  states 
of  Cuba,  China,  North  Korea,  Vietnam 
and  Laos  against  capitalist  counterrevo- 
lution and  imperialist  attack!  For  work- 
ers political  revolution  to  oust  the  Stalin- 
ist bureaucrats  and  establish  regimes  of 


apart  from  our  protest  and  refused  to 
join  it.  A supporter  of  the  League  for 
the  Revolutionary  Party  (LRP)  did  join 
and  take  up  some  of  our  chants  against 
imperialism.  But  the  fact  is,  the  LRP  was 
in  the  same  camp  as  NATO  against  the 


workers  democracy,  based  on  the  power 
of  workers  councils,  and  revolutionary 
internationalism! 

Break  with  the  racist,  warmongering 
Democratic  and  Republican  parties 
of  capitalism!  No  support  to  any  capital- 
ist parties,  including  Greens!  For  a revo- 
lutionary, multiracial  workers  party  that 
Fights  for  socialist  revolution!  Look  to 
the  example  of  the  heroic,  Bolshevik-led 
workers  of  1917  Russia!  For  new  October 
Revolutions!  For  the  international  rule  of 
the  working  class! 

15  May  2011 

The  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs  are  the 
youth  groups  of  the  revolutionary r Marx- 
ist Spartacist  League/U.S.,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 


Soviet  Union  when  it  counted.  By  con- 
trast, we  communists  gave  unconditional 
military  defense  to  the  Soviet  Union  and 
fought  for  political  revolution  to  oust  the 
corrupt  Stalinist  bureaucracy.  U.S. /NATO 
hands  off  the  world!  ■ 


Spartacus  Youth  Club  Events 


BAY  AREA 


Thursday,  October  25,  7:30  p.m. 

Capitalist  Electoral  Circus 

Down  With  the  Democrats  and  Republicans, 
Enemies  of  Workers  and  Oppressedl 
For  a Multiracial  Workers  Party 
That  Fights  for  Socialist  Revolution! 

San  Francisco  State  University 
Meet  at  Malcolm  X Plaza 
Information  and  readings:  (510)  839-0851 
sycbayarea@sbcglobal . net 


CHICAGO 


Monday,  October  29,  4 p.m. 

The  Capitalist  State: 

An  Instrument  of 
Organized  Terror 

University  of  Illinois  at  Chicago 
African  American  Cultural  Center 
Library,  Addams  Hall,  Room  200 

Information  and  readings:  (312)  563-0441 
chicagosyc@sbcglobal.net 


LOS  ANGELES 


Saturday,  October  27,  3 p.m. 

Introduction  to 
Revolutionary  Marxism 

3806  Beverly  Blvd.,  Room  215 
Information:  (213)  380-8239 
slsycla@sbcglobal.net 


NEW  YORK  CITY 


Tuesday,  November  13,  7 p.m. 
Imperialism:  The  Highest 
Stage  of  Capitalism 

CCNY,  NAC  Room  1/211 
138th  St.  and  Amsterdam  Ave. 
Information  and  readings:  (212)  267-1025 
nysl@tiac.net 

Visit  the  ICL  Web  Site: 

www.icl-fi.org 


TORONTO 


Wednesday,  November  7,  6:30  p.m. 
The  October  Revolution: 
How  the  Working  Class 
Took  Power 

University  of  Toronto 
venue  to  be  announced 
Information  and  readings:  (416)  593-4138 
spartcan@on.aibn.com 


VANCOUVER 


Thursday,  November  1,  6 p.m. 
Economic  Crisis  Rips  Europe: 
Down  With  the  EU! 

For  a Socialist 
United  States  of  Europe! 

UBC.  Irving  Barber  Learning  Centre 
Room  157 

Information  and  readings: 

(604)  687-0353 

trotskyist_vancouver@shawcable.com 


SYC  Protests  NATO  at  CCNY 
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Young  Spartacus 

September  27:  NYC  Spartacus  Youth  Club  protest  demands  "NATO  War 
Criminal  Off  Campus!" 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Elections... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

populist  Occupy  phenomenon  burst  across 
the  scene  with  an  impact  reminiscent  of 
the  1973  comet  Kouhoutek. 

Earlier  this  year  Charles  Murray, 
author  of  the  racist  screed  The  Bell 
Curve  (1994),  turned  his  attention  to 
poor  white  people  in  a new  book.  Com- 
ing Apart.  According  to  Murray,  poor 
people  are  poor  because  they  make  poor 
choices — usually  citing  what  he  consid- 
ers “moral"  ones,  like  smoking,  drinking, 
a little  pot,  having  sex  at  a young  age.  As 
if  the  well-heeled  don’t  do  exactly  the 
same — and  probably  to  a greater  extent 
since  they  have  the  money  to  burn.  (This 
is  the  same  drivel  that  Bill  Cosby,  Obama 
and  others  have  been  handing  down  to 
poor  black  people  to  blame  them  for 
their  oppression.)  Obviously  the  poor 
“choices”  begin  with  choosing  to  be  born 
into  a poor  family.  Although  the  book 
overwhelmingly  represents  the  view  of 
the  capitalist  class,  it  didn’t  get  that  much 
play  thanks  to  its  inopportune  timing — 
both  political  parties  are  fighting  over 
precisely  that  demographic  in  the  key 
swing  states. 

The  right  to  abortion  has  been  fur- 
ther eroded.  Obama  promised  to  ease  the 
Republicans’  war  on  immigrants  only 
to  have  his  administration  shatter  prior 
records  for  deportations  by  such  a wide 
margin  it  is  a wonder  they  weren’t  called 
before  a Congressional  committee  inves- 
tigating steroid  use.  Obama  also  promised 
to  reverse  much  of  the  decimation  of  civil 
liberties  under  the  "war  on  terror”  only 
to  expand  government  spying  to  a level 
that  would  make  George  Orwell's  Big 
Brother  envious.  Meanwhile  we  have  seen 
authorized  assassinations  of  U.S.  citizens, 
indefinite  detention  and  persecution  of 
leftist  opponents  of  government  policies. 

Two-Party  Electoral  Circus 

In  his  September  25  lecture  to  the 
United  Nations,  Obama  told  this  gather- 
ing of  imperialist  thieves  and  their  vic- 
tims that  Americans  “have  fought  and 
died  around  the  globe  to  protect  the  right 
of  all  people  to  express  their  view.”  No. 
Since  its  emergence  as  an  imperialist 
power  with  the  Spanish-American  War 
of  1898,  the  U.S.,  like  its  imperialist 
rivals,  has  sent  its  young  men,  and  now 
some  women,  to  fight  and  kill  in  its  quest 
for  world  domination,  to  secure  markets 
and  resources  and  geopolitical  military 
advantage.  For  over  a century,  Washing- 
ton has  placed  in  power  and/or  propped 
up  just  about  every  military  dictatorship 
around  the  world. 

This  Nobel  Peace  Prize  recipient  ini- 
tiated a surge  of  troops  for  the  occupa- 
tion of  Afghanistan  and  supplied  the 
firepower  for  NATO’s  devastation  of 
Libya.  He  has  bolstered  U.S.  military 


California  Prop  32  and  Labor’s  Ties  to  the  Democrats 


No  on  Prop  32! 


We  print  below,  excerpted 
and  edited  for  publication,  the 
remarks  of  a Spartacist  League 
supporter  in  the  discussion  at 
the  L.A.  forum  on  the  elections.  Propo- 
sition 32,  cynically  dubbed  the  "Pay- 
check  Protection"  act,  is  an  anti-union 
initiative  on  the  ballot  in  the  November 
California  state  election. 

The  union  bureaucracy  has  been  push- 
ing really  hard  for  a no  vote  on  Prop.  32. 
This  proposition  would  make  it  illegal 
for  any  corporation  or  labor  union  to 
“make  a contribution  to  any  candidate" 
or  to  give  money  for  a candidate’s  use. 
As  well,  it  would  make  illegal  any  pay- 
roll deductions  for  political  purposes. 

We  say:  vote  no  on  Prop.  32!  Govern- 
ment hands  off  the  unions!  We  oppose 
this  proposition  because  we  oppose  any 
and  all  intervention  by  the  capitalist 
state — which  is  a machinery  of  repres- 
sion defending  the  tiny  class  of  exploit- 
ers against  the  working  class — into  the 
labor  movement.  The  capitalist  state 


has  no  business  telling  the  unions  what 
they  should  or  should  not  do  with  their 
money.  State  intervention  only  works  to 
subordinate  the  unions  to  the  bosses’ 
government  and  to  weaken  their  ability 
to  wage  class  struggle. 

For  the  misleaders  of  the  unions. 
Prop.  32  is  the  devil  because  it  under- 
mines their  entire  strategy:  support  to 
the  Democrats  as  illusory  "friends  of 
labor."  As  one  union  paper  stated.  "If 
we  are  unable  to  support  our  political 
friends  and  fight  our  political  foes,  then 
the  hard-core  anti-union,  anti-working 
people  conspiracy  will  work  to  destroy 
the  prevailing  (union)  wage,  our  benefits, 
and  our  pensions.”  Of  course,  whom  they 
see  as  their  political  "friends”  are  the 
Democrats  and  “foes"  the  Republicans. 

The  union  bureaucracy’s  strategy 
is  actually  a direct  route  to  the  grave- 


yard. In  fact,  the  Democrats 
today  are  in  the  forefront  of  the 
attacks  against  the  unions.  In 
California,  it’s  been  [Governor! 
Jerry  Brown  and  [L.A.  mayor  Antonio] 
Villaraigosa  who  have  led  the  charge 
against  teachers  as  well  as  public  work- 
ers generally.  Villaraigosa  recently  cel- 
ebrated a success  for  his  agenda:  the 
city  council  increased  the  retirement 
age  and  decreased  pensions  for  new  city 
workers. 

What  is  necessary  is  a fight  for  the 
complete  independence  of  the  unions 
from  the  state  agencies  and  political  par- 
ties of  the  class  enemy.  The  question  of 
where  a union  sends  its  money  is  a fight 
that  must  be  waged  within  the  union,  as 
part  of  a political  struggle  to  oust  the 
labor  misleaders  and  replace  them  with 
a revolutionary  leadership  committed  to 
the  fight  to  build  an  independent  party 
of  the  working  class.  Such  a party  would 
not  be  an  electoral  vehicle  but  an  instru- 
ment for  leading  a socialist  revolution. 


forces  in  Asia  directed  against  the  Chi- 
nese deformed  workers  state,  declaring 
the  Pacific  to  be  the  Pentagon’s  number 
one  priority,  and  the  U.S.  also  maintains 
the  embargo  against  the  Cuban  deformed 
workers  state.  Obama  has  also  imple- 
mented starvation  sanctions  against  Iran 
as  punishment  for  their  purported  pro- 
gram of  developing  nuclear  arms.  U.S. 
drones  regularly  rain  death  and  destruc- 
tion from  Pakistan  to  Somalia.  DEA 
narcs  help  terrorize  Latin  American 
farmers  and  workers  in  the  name  of  the 
"war  on  drugs,"  and  when  the  U.S.’s  pup- 
pet rulers  meekly  suggest  decriminaliz- 
ing some  controlled  substances  they  get 
slapped  down  from  Washington.  U.S. 
imperialism,  hands  off  the  world! 

Obama  promised  nothing  to  black  peo- 
ple. He  kept  that  promise.  In  the  suppos- 
edly “post-racial”  utopia  ushered  in  by 
his  election,  we  have  the  continued  mass 


incarceration  of  black  people  and  the 
escalating  terrorization  by  cops  of  black 
and  Latino  youth  in  ghettos  and  barrios, 
which  in  turn  fuels  vigilante  terror  like 
the  racist  killing  of  Trayvon  Martin. 

Yes,  Obama  has  done  just  about  every- 
thing the  capitalist  masters  asked  and  so 
much  more.  Yet  from  the  day  he  took 
office,  a core  component  of  the  Repub- 
lican Party  took  to  the  streets  demand- 
ing “Take  our  country  back!”  Back  from 
whom?  No  secret  there.  Even  as  the 
Commander-in-Chief  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism, Obama  is  marked  by  his  black  skin 
and  African  heritage.  Newt  Gingrich 
called  him  the  “Food  Stamp  President.” 
Romney,  not  unexpectedly,  has  even 
charged,  falsely,  that  Obama  is  undoing 
Clinton’s  signature  law  eviscerating  wel- 
fare by  removing  the  work  requirements, 
resurrecting  Reagan’s  “welfare  queen” 
chimera  that  impoverished  black  women 


are  sucking  up  the  government  dollars  of 
hard-working,  tax-paying  white  people. 

Add  to  these  the  likes  of  abortion  oppo- 
nent Todd  Akin,  the  Republican  candidate 
for  Senator  from  Missouri,  who  said  that 
a woman  who  gets  pregnant  following  a 
rape  wasn’t  really  raped;  the  spectacle  at 
the  Republican  Convention,  where  a black 
woman  working  for  CNN  was  pelted 
with  peanuts  while  one  of  the  Republi- 
can faithful  screamed  at  her,  "This  is  how 
we  feed  the  animals”;  the  efforts  across 
the  country  to  destroy  unions;  draconian 
immigration  laws  enacted  in  Arizona, 
Georgia,  Alabama  and  elsewhere.  You 
get  a sense  of  why  workers,  blacks,  immi- 
grants. women,  gays,  who  have  nothing  to 
show  for  their  past  support,  are  going  to 
again  vote  Democrat  as  a lesser  evil. 

How  to  account  for  a significant  por- 
tion of  the  American  bourgeoisie  being  so 
continued  on  page  8 


Left:  Obama  with 
AFL-CIO  chief 
Richard  Trumka, 
August  2010.  Right: 
Then-UAW  head  Ron 
Gettelfinger  (second 
from  left)  with  GM, 
Ford,  Chrysler  CEOs 
at  Congressional 
auto  bailout  hearing, 
December  2008. 


Britain... 

(continued  from  page  5) 

the  way  to  further  austerity.  Vice  chancel- 
lor Malcolm  Gillies’  “cost  saving"  mea- 
sures have  already  meant  redundancies 
[layoffs]  and  reduced  services.  Further 
plans  for  London  Met  include  outsourc- 
ing of  IT,  libraries,  student  services  and 
careers  advice.  In  order  to  beat  back  this 
attack,  unions  and  students  must  oppose 
the  discriminatory  system  of  massive  fees 
for  overseas  students  and  demand  univer- 
sal access  to  free,  quality  education  with 
a state-paid  living  grant  for  all! 

Anti-immigrant  hysteria  plays  a role 
in  maintaining  the  vicious  exploitation 
of  labour  that  makes  Britain  one  of  the 
most  unequal  societies  in  Europe.  The 
existence  of  a pool  of  the  population  with 
no  legal  rights  allows  the  bourgeoisie  to 
drive  down  wages  and  living  conditions 
for  the  population  as  a whole.  Insistence 
from  student  union  officials  at  London 
Met  that  students  should  not  be  treated 
like  “illegal  immigrants"  only  plays  into 
the  racist  divide-and-rule  schemes  of  the 
capitalist  class.  It  is  a question  of  elemen- 
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tary  self-defence  for  the  workers  move- 
ment to  take  up  the  fight  for  full  citizen- 
ship rights  for  everyone  who  has  made  it 
to  this  country,  legally  or  otherwise. 

Protests  called  by  London  Met  UCU 
[University  and  College  Union]  and  UNI- 
SON [public-sector  union]  branches  have 
mobilised  hundreds  outside  the  Home 
Office  and  on  campus.  It  is  vital  that  the 
social  power  of  the  unions  be  used  to 
defend  the  targeted  foreign  students.  But 
this  type  of  mobilisation  is  undermined  by 
the  perspective  pushed  by  union  bureau- 
crats, who  corral  students  and  workers 
into  a campaign  to  vote  out  the  Tories,  i.e., 
support  the  Labour  Party.  The  current  Tory 
government’s  privatisation  schemes  are  a 
continuation  of  the  onslaught  against  pub- 
lic services  including  the  NHS  [National 
Health  Service]  and  education  led  by  the 
Blair/Brown  Labour  governments.  It  was 
the  Blair  Labour  government  that  intro- 
duced tuition  fees  for  university  students 
and  replaced  student  grants  with  student 
loans  in  England  in  1998.  Moreover,  in 
the  name  of  the  racist  "war  on  terror," 
Labour  introduced  draconian  rules  com- 
pelling universities  and  lecturers  to  act  as 
auxiliaries  of  the  immigration  police  by 


monitoring  foreign  students  and  report- 
ing “suspicious”  behaviour.  Despite  the 
outrage  of  many  lecturers  and  the  state- 
ment by  their  union,  the  UCU,  that  it  is 
“absolutely  opposed  to  this  legislation,” 
the  union  leadership  disgracefully  urged 
its  members  to  co-operate,  stating  “these 
duties  are  part  of  a legal  obligation  on  uni- 
versities” (“Points-based  Immigration," 
UCU  briefing  paper,  February  2009). 

Policing  the  campuses  in  the  interests  of 
the  bourgeoisie  is  not  confined  to  the  union 
leadership.  When  the  university  adminis- 
tration at  the  School  of  Oriental  and  Afri- 
can Studies  (SOAS)  implemented  a chau- 
vinist compulsory  English  policy  under 
Labour’s  2006  “extremism”  guidelines 
targeting  primarily  Muslims,  they  found 
able  and  willing  enforcers  among  the  stu- 
dent union  bureaucracy  and  the  Socialist 
Workers  Party  (SWP).  Then-spokesperson 
of  the  SWP  Clare  Solomon  spearheaded 
the  drive  to  impose  a rule  at  the  2006 
Freshers  Fair  that  “All  publicity  must  be 
in  English."  The  Spartacus  Youth  Group 
waged  a principled  campaign  demand- 
ing: Down  with  the  chauvinist  compul- 
sory English  policy  for  student  societies 
at  SOAS!  [See  “Down  With  Chauvinist 


Language  Policy  at  London  Campus!"  WV 
No.  924,  7 November  2008.] 

The  British  education  system — from  its 
"public”  schools  to  the  appalling,  over- 
crowded comprehensives  of  the  inner  cit- 
ies, where  poor,  black,  Asian  and  immi- 
grant children  are  crammed — has  always 
embodied  the  virulent  snobbery,  prejudice 
and  arrogance  of  the  ruling  class.  Today, 
with  manufacturing  in  Britain  devastated, 
the  ruling  class  has  precious  little  need 
for  educated  workers.  As  was  starkly 
illustrated  in  the  2011  riots,  for  decaying 
British  imperialism,  vast  numbers  of  the 
population,  especially  poor  and  minority 
youth,  are  expendable,  not  even  worthy 
of  a basic  education.  The  fight  for  free, 
quality  education  for  all  is  inseparable 
from  the  fight  to  overthrow  the  system 
of  capitalist  exploitation,  inequality  and 
racism.  The  essential  pre-requisite  for 
this  is  the  leadership  of  a revolutionary 
party,  forged  in  opposition  to  the  defeatist, 
sell-out  policies  of  the  pro-Labour  trade 
union  bureaucracy  and  all  varieties  of 
Labourism.  We  seek  to  win  students  and 
youth  not  simply  to  a pro-working-class 
perspective  but  to  the  fight  to  build  such 
a party.  ■ 
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October  2008:  (from  left  to  right)  Bush’s  treasury  secretary  Henry 
Paulson,  Fed  chairman  Ben  Bernanke  and  NY  Fed  president  Timothy 
Geithner,  now  head  of  Treasury,  after  announcement  of  bank  bailout 
plan.  Obama  administration  has  obstructed  investigations  into  Wall 
Street  bailout. 


During  the  2008  election  campaign, 
we  called  Barack  Obama  a "Wall 
Street  Democrat"  when  the  bulk  of 
the  left  was  openly  or  backhandedly  push- 
ing his  candidacy.  During  the  intervening 
four  years,  Obama  has  amply  confirmed 
our  characterization.  Nevertheless,  right- 
wing  demagogues  like  Rush  Limbaugh 
and  Glenn  Beck  castigate  Obama  as  a 
“socialist,"  and  Mitt  Romney  and  other 
Republican  politicians  denounce  him  as 
“anti-business.”  On  the  other  side,  some 
leading  Democrats  are  using  pseudo- 
populist rhetoric  in  attacking  the  Repub- 
licans for  favoring  the  rich.  At  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention,  Vice  President 
Joseph  Biden  lambasted  the  GOP  for 
opposing  “even  one  dollar — one  cent — 
in  new  taxes  for  millionaires."  Elizabeth 
Warren,  the  Democratic  Senatorial  candi- 
date in  Massachusetts  and  a hero  in  liberal 
circles,  declaimed:  “Republicans  say  they 
don’t  believe  in  government.  Sure  they  do. 
They  believe  in  government  to  help  them- 
selves and  their  powerful  friends." 

In  reality,  the  Obama  administration 
has  been  just  as  subservient  to  Wall  Street 
bankers  as  its  Republican  predecessor. 
That  reality  is  described  in  a factually 
detailed,  firsthand  account:  Neil  Barof- 
sky’s  Bailout:  An  Inside  Account  of  How 
Washington  Abandoned  Main  Street  While 
Rescuing  Wall  Street  (Free  Press,  2012). 
Barofsky  is  the  former  Special  Inspec- 
tor General  for  the  bank  bailout  program, 
initially  called  TARP  (Troubled  Asset 
Relief  Program).  His  efforts  to  impose 
somewhat  more  stringent  conditions  on 
the  banks  receiving  hundreds  of  billions  in 
government  money — greater  transparency, 
limits  on  executive  pay — were  continu- 
ally opposed  and  obstructed  by  Obama’s 
treasury  secretary,  Timothy  Geithner,  and 
his  cohorts.  With  the  fervor  of  the  newly 
enlightened,  Barofsky  exclaims: 

“I  had  no  idea  that  the  U.S.  government 
had  been  captured  by  the  banks  and  that 
those  running  the  bailout  program  I’d 
be  charged  with  overseeing  would  come 
from  the  very  same  institutions  that  both 
helped  cause  the  crisis  and  became  the 
beneficiaries  of  the  generous  terms  of 
the  bailout.” 

As  a liberal,  Barofsky  believes  that  the 
U.S.  government  can  and  should  serve 
the  interests  of  the  American  people  even 
at  the  expense  of  Wall  Street.  His  asser- 
tion that  the  government  “had  been  cap- 
tured by  the  banks”  implies  that  this  was 
a relatively  recent  development,  a notion 
currently  widespread  among  liberals  and 
reinforced  by  many  reformist  “socialists” 
who  have  cheered  on  the  populist  Occupy 
movement.  However,  as  Karl  Marx  and 


Friedrich  Engels  stated  in  the  Communist 
Manifesto  over  150  years  ago:  “The  execu- 
tive of  the  modern  State  is  but  a committee 
for  managing  the  common  affairs  of  the 
whole  bourgeoisie.”  In  capitalism’s  impe- 
rialist epoch,  which  emerged  in  the  late 
19th  century,  the  bourgeoisie  as  a whole  is 
dominated  by  the  lords  of  finance. 

The  financial  abuses  that  concern 
Barofsky  are  but  a small  aspect  of  the 
system  of  exploitation,  immiseration  and 
oppression  that  is  capitalism.  Even  if  all 
of  the  policies  advocated  by  him  had 
been  implemented  and  strictly  enforced. 


they  would  have  had  little  effect  on  the 
worsening  conditions  of  the  working  class 
and  poor  amid  the  deepest  and  most  pro- 
longed global  economic  downturn  since 
the  Great  Depression  of  the  1930s.  Here 
one  can  clearly  see  the  destructive  irra- 
tionality of  the  capitalist  system.  To  over- 
throw that  system  and  with  it  the  politi- 
cal rule  of  the  bourgeoisie,  under  both  the 
Democrats  and  Republicans,  requires  a 
social  revolution  carried  out  by  the  work- 
ing class  allied  with  the  impoverished 
black  and  Latino  masses,  establishing  a 
workers  government.  Such  a government 


would  expropriate  the  productive  wealth 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  capitalist  class 
and  establish  a planned  socialist  econ- 
omy, one  based  on  meeting  social  needs, 
not  maximizing  private  profit. 

The  Bipartisan  Financial  Elite 

When  the  financial  crisis  hit  Wall 
Street  in  the  fall  of  2008,  Barofsky  was 
a senior  federal  prosecutor,  specializ- 
ing in  mortgage  fraud,  at  the  office  of 
the  U.S.  Attorney  in  New  York  City.  He 
was  then  offered  the  job  of  “SIGTARP,” 
special  inspector  general  of  the  newly 
established  TARP,  by  the  outgoing  Bush 
administration.  Barofsky  was  surprised 
that  as  a known  Obama  supporter  he  was 
selected  by  this  right-wing  Republican 
administration  for  a supposedly  impor- 
tant financial  post. 

In  its  own  way,  Barofsky ’s  appointment 
illustrates  how  the  two  capitalist  parties, 
despite  their  sometimes  heated  rhetori- 
cal exchanges,  collaborate  when  the  vital 
interests  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class  are 
at  stake.  Bush’s  treasury  secretary.  Hank 
Paulson,  a former  CEO  of  Goldman  Sachs 
(the  country’s  premier  investment  bank), 
needed  support  for  the  bailout  from  the 
then  Democratic  majority  of  the  House 
of  Representatives  and  Senate.  He  was 
willing  to  pay  a small  political  price  by 
making  one  of  their  own  the  program’s 
“watchdog.”  As  it  happened,  this  particu- 
lar “watchdog”  was  rendered  toothless  by 
the  subsequent  Obama  administration. 

The  top  government  financial  officials, 
under  both  Republican  and  Democratic 
presidents,  are  mainly  drawn  from  the 
same  small  pool  of  the  Wall  Street  elite. 
A good  example  was  Barofsky’s  imme- 
diate boss.  Herb  Allison,  head  of  TARP 
under  Obama.  A former  CEO  of  Merrill 
Lynch,  he  was  brought  to  Washington  by 
Paulson  during  the  financial  crisis  in  late 
2008  and  made  head  of  Fannie  Mae.  A 
giant  government-sponsored  corporation 
involved  in  mortgage  finance,  Fannie  Mae 
was  effectively  nationalized  to  prevent  it 
from  going  bankrupt.  When  the  Obama 
team  took  over,  they  retained  Allison, 
shifting  him  to  another  component  of  the 
government’s  bailout  of  finance  capital. 

In  his  own  naive  way,  Barofsky  reveals 
the  cynical  manipulation  of  public  opinion 
by  the  Democrats  as  well  as  Republicans. 
After  Obama  was  elected  but  before  he  took 
office  in  January  2009,  his  main  economic 
point  man,  Lawrence  Summers,  urged 
Congress  to  release  the  second  $350  bil- 
lion cache  of  the  TARP  funds.  In  doing  so 
he  said  that  the  new  administration  would 
impose  tougher  conditions  on  the  recipient 
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Elections... 

(continued  from  page  7) 

mentally  unhinged?  Did  a Klingon  war- 
ship pass  over  the  U.S.  30  years  ago  firing 
some  form  of  brain-destroying  phaser? 
Maybe  the  answer  is  buried  in  the  UFO 
museum  in  Roswell,  New  Mexico.  But  I 
don’t  think  so.  After  the  counterrevolu- 
tionary destruction  of  the  Soviet  Union  in 
1991-92,  it  appeared  that  the  U.S.  impe- 
rialists had  finally  become  masters  of  the 
world.  But  even  as  the  U.S.  achieved  unri- 
valled military  supremacy,  its  industrial 
base  continued  to  decline.  To  some  in  the 
ruling  class,  this  decline  of  the  country’s 
economic  might  defies  explanation — 
besides  being  contrary  to  “God’s  will.”  In 
consequence,  a wing  of  the  bourgeoisie 
has  seemingly  gone  totally  insane. 

The  massive  redistribution  of  wealth 
to  the  top,  the  increasing  segregation 
of  black  people,  shredding  of  the  social 
"safety  net,”  embrace  of  “Christian  fam- 
ily values,"  rollback  of  democratic  rights, 
imperialist  wars  and  occupations:  all  have 
been  bipartisan  policies.  The  Republicans 
may  explicitly  announce  that  it  is  open 
season  on  workers  and  oppressed  minori- 
ties; the  Democrats  instead  offer  a pat 
on  the  back,  maybe  a little  consolation 
that  we  “share  your  pain,"  while  enforc- 
ing capitalist  misery  and  social  reaction, 
often  more  effectively. 

Yet  at  the  same  time  that  the  differ- 


ences between  these  two  capitalist  par- 
ties have  increasingly  narrowed,  the 
vitriol  between  them  has  grown.  This  is 
not  a unique  development.  Writing  about 
the  1912  presidential  election  won  by  the 
Democrat  Woodrow  Wilson,  in  an  article 
titled  "The  Results  and  Significance  of 
the  U.S.  Presidential  Elections,”  Lenin 
observed: 

"Since  the  Civil  War  over  slavery  in 
1860-65 — two  bourgeois  parties  have 
been  distinguished  there  by  remark- 
able solidity  and  strength.  The  party  of 
the  former  slave-owners  is  the  so-called 
Democratic  Party.  The  capitalist  party, 
which  favoured  the  emancipation  of  the 
Negroes,  has  developed  into  the  Repub- 
lican Parly. 


"Since  the  emancipation  of  the  Negroes, 
the  distinction  between  the  two  parties 
has  been  diminishing.  The  fight  between 
these  two  parties  has  been  mainly  over 
the  height  of  customs  duties.  Their  fight 
has  not  had  any  serious  importance  for 
the  mass  of  the  people.  The  people  have 
been  deceived  and  diverted  from  their 
vital  interests  by  means  of  spectacular 
and  meaningless  duels  between  the  two 
bourgeois  parties." 

Centrality  of  Black  Oppression 

Shortly  after  the  Republican  Ronald 
Reagan’s  1980  election  victory,  Richard 
Viguerie.  a key  conservative  fund-raiser 
and  organizer,  said,  “It  was  the  social 
issues  that  got  us  this  far,  and  that’s  what 


will  take  us  into  the  future.  We  never  really 
won  until  we  began  stressing  issues  like 
busing,  abortion,  school  prayer  and  gun 
control.”  Reagan  aide  Lee  Atwater  made 
clear  what  that  meant.  For  obvious  rea- 
sons I’m  going  to  paraphrase  here:  “You 
start  out  in  1954  by  saying  the  ‘N’  word. 
By  1968  you  can’t  say  the  ’N’  word — that 
hurts  you.  Backfires.  So  you  say  stuff  like 
forced  busing,  states’  rights.  You're  get- 
ting so  abstract  now  you’re  talking  about 
cutting  taxes,  and  all  these  things  you’re 
talking  about  are  totally  economic  things 
and  a byproduct  of  them  is  blacks  get  hurt 
worse  than  whites.” 

In  fanning  the  flames  of  racist  reac- 
tion, the  Republicans  are  implementing 
the  “Southern  Strategy"  that  has  served 
them  well  for  the  past  40  years.  The 
shape  of  bourgeois  politics  in  America 
was  fundamentally  altered  by  the  civil 
rights  movement.  The  New  Deal  alliance 
between  labor.  Northern  liberals  and 
Southern  segregationists  cemented  by 
Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt  in  the  1930s 
was  blown  apart.  The  1964  Republican 
presidential  candidate  Barry  Goldwater, 
who  voted  against  the  Civil  Rights  Act, 
was  the  one  who  authored  the  "South- 
ern Strategy,"  persuading  racist  Southern 
Democrats — the  Dixiecrats — to  defect. 

The  bourgeoisie,  which  was  willing 
to  permit  the  gradual  abolition  of  legal 
se8regation  and  provide  avenues  for  the 
upward  social  mobility  of  a small  layer  of 
black  people,  at  the  same  time  unleashed 
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banks.  Barofsky  recounts  a conversation  at 
the  time  with  Neel  Kashkari  (also  a Gold- 
man alumnus),  who  was  head  of  TARP  in 
the  lame-duck  Bush  administration: 

“Kashkari  dismissed  the  point,  saying 
‘Those  new  conditions  are  purely  politi- 
cal. And  I strongly  suspect,  even  if  they’re 
adopted,  the  new  administration  may  not 
want  you  looking  too  closely  at  them.’  I 
was  somewhat  surprised  that  Kashkari 
was  essentially  accusing  his  incoming 
bosses  of  making  false  promises  to  Con- 
gress just  to  get  their  hands  on  the  sec- 
ond cache  of  TARP  funds.  But  he  was 
ultimately  correct;  those  'commitments’ 
never  saw  the  light  of  day." 

Barofsky  implicitly  assumes  that  unlike 
the  cynical  Republican  financial  operative 
Kashkari  many  members  of  Congress,  pre- 
sumably mainly  Democrats,  were  taken  in 
by  Summers’  "false  promises.”  They  really 
weren’t  that  gullible.  The  main  thing  driv- 
ing Obama’s  men  was  to  dampen  popular 
opposition  to  and  even  outrage  over  the 
bailout  of  the  bankers  amid  increasing 
immiseration  for  working  people. 

Barofsky  looked  forward  to  the  new 
administration  only  to  be  bitterly  disap- 
pointed by  the  replacement  of  the  Repub- 
lican Paulson  by  Democrat  Timothy 
Geithner:  "Whereas  Paulson  appeared 
to  view  SIGTARP  as  a potential  ally  that 
could  help  protect  TARP  and  enhance  its 
credibility,  Geithner  was  utterly  dismis- 
sive.” Geithner  is  another  example  of  the 
bipartisan  character  of  the  financial  elite. 
A career  government  functionary,  Geith- 
ner started  out  at  a think  tank  established 
by  Henry  Kissinger,  a major  Republican 
power  broker.  He  then  became  a protdg£ 
of  Summers,  who  served  as  an  economic 
consigliere  in  the  Clinton  administration 
in  the  1990s.  Under  Bush  II,  Geithner 
was  president  of  the  New  York  branch  of 
the  Federal  Reserve  (U.S.  central  bank). 
Along  with  Paulson  and  Fed  chairman 
Ben  Bernanke,  he  initiated  and  organized 
the  massive  bank  bailout. 

An  early  instance  of  Barofsky’s  dis- 
illusionment with  Geithner’s  Treasury 
Department  concerned  executive  pay  for 
the  bailed-out  firms.  An  especially  egre- 
gious case  was  that  of  AIG  (American 
International  Group).  A global  insurance 
giant,  AIG  was  a major  provider  of  so- 
called  credit  default  swaps  (CDSs),  a kind 
of  insurance  against  the  default  of  various 
types  of  bonds.  When  the  financial  crisis 
hit,  AIG  could  not  pay  off  the  hundreds 
of  billions  it  contractually  owed  to  Gold- 
man. JPMorgan,  Deutsche  Bank  and  other 
banks  that  had  purchased  its  CDSs.  The 
Treasury  Department  and  Federal  Reserve 
duly  “rescued”  the  fallen  insurance  giant 
to  the  tune  of  $170  billion,  money  that 
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went  to  pay  off  the  holders  of  its  CDSs. 

In  March  2009,  Treasury  officials 
approved  $168  million  in  annual  “reten- 
tion bonuses”  for  executives  in  AlG’s 
Financial  Products  division,  in  Barofsky’s 
words,  “the  very  unit  whose  reckless  bets 
had  brought  down  the  company."  Point- 
ing to  the  AIG  bonus  scandal,  Barofsky 
comments: 

“The  Wall  Street  fiction  that  certain  finan- 
cial executives  were  preternaturally  gifted 
supermen  who  deserved  every  penny  of 
their  staggering  paychecks  and  bonuses 
was  firmly  ingrained  in  Treasury’s  psyche. 
No  matter  that  the  financial  crisis  had 
demonstrated  just  how  unremarkable  the 
work  of  those  executives  had  turned  out  to 
be,  that  belief  system  endured  at  Treasury 
across  administrations." 

The  Treasury  officials’  dogged  defense 
of  the  “staggering  paychecks  and  bonuses” 
of  Wall  Street  executives  is  not,  however, 
motivated  by  the  ideological  biases  that 
Barofsky  ascribes  to  them.  Rather,  the 
false  ideology — “these  executives  are 
worth  every  cent  they  make” — acts  as  a 
rationale  for  their  material  self-interest. 
The  top  officials  of  the  Treasury  Depart- 
ment, Federal  Reserve  and  other  govern- 
ment financial  agencies  typically  come 
from  and  return  to  the  boardrooms  and 
executive  suites  of  the  big  Wall  Street 
firms.  For  example,  when  Neel  Kashkari 
resigned  as  head  of  TARP,  he  moved  on 
to  a senior  position  in  PIMCO.  the  world’s 
largest  investment  fund  specializing  in 
corporate  and  government  bonds. 

The  Bank  Bailout  and 
Other  Financial  Scams 

The  official  justification  for  the  bailout 
was  that  it  would  enable  and  encourage 
banks  to  start  lending  again,  especially  to 
businesses,  and  thereby  pull  the  economy 


out  of  the  sharply  deepening  downturn. 
At  the  time,  we  predicted  that  was  not 
going  to  happen.  Right  after  Obama  was 
inaugurated  we  wrote: 

“Bank  executives  are  fearful  that  addi- 
tional loans  will  become  additional 
losses.  Through  the  massive  sell-off  of 
financial  stocks. ..capitalist  investors  are 
forcing  bank  executives  to  rebuild  their 
capital  base  however  they  can,  including 
by  reducing  their  outstanding  loan  vol- 
ume. So  any  government  bailout  money  is 
going  to  be  hoarded,  used  to  pay  down  the 
bank’s  own  debt  or  to  take  over  weaker, 
failing  competitors." 

— “Obama:  CEO  of  Bankrupt 
American  Capitalism," 

WY  No.  930  (13  February  2009) 

Barofsky,  who  closely  monitored  how 
banks  were  using  the  bailout  money,  sub- 
stantiates this  prediction: 

“Banks  were  beginning  to  talk  to  the 
press,  and  they  were  saying  that  they 
were  using  their  taxpayer-supplied  funds 
for  just  about  everything  other  than 
increased  lending  that  had  been  Treas- 
ury's justification  for  CPP  [Capital  Pur- 
chase Program],  Buying  securities,  great; 
buying  other  banks,  no  problem;  saving 
it  for  a rainy  day.  sure;  but  lending?  It 
wasn't  happening." 

One  of  the  few  financial  programs 
instituted  by  the  Obama  administra- 
tion that  was  supposed  to  directly  help 
working  people  hurt  by  the  economic 
downturn  was  HAMP  (Home  Affordable 
Modification  Program).  Announcing  the 
program  immediately  after  taking  office, 
Obama  claimed  that  it  would  enable  up 
to  four  million  homeowners  to  modify 
their  mortgages  to  avoid  foreclosure.  To 
begin  with,  excluded  from  this  program 
were  people  who  were  faced  with  losing 
their  homes  because  they  had  lost  their 
jobs  and  couldn’t  find  another  one.  To 
qualify  for  HAMP  required  a certain  level 


of  income  from  current  employment. 

Barofsky  explains  how  this  program 
mainly  benefited  the  banks  and  their 
underlings,  an  especially  sleazy  type 
of  financial  operator  called  mortgage 
servicers.  The  latter  collected  the  mort- 
gage payments  and,  after  taking  their 
cut,  transferred  the  money  to  the  banks. 
Under  HAMP  there  were  two  levels  of 
mortgage  modification  (reduction):  trial 
and  permanent.  A trial  modification  was 
much  more  lucrative  for  the  banks  and 
servicers  than  a permanent  one.  Under 
a trial  modification  all  mortgage  pay- 
ments, even  if  made  on  time,  were  legally 
considered  “late"  because  the  amount 
was  less  than  the  originally  scheduled 
amount.  Participants  were  therefore 
charged  a late  fee  that  was  waived  only 
if  the  trial  status  was  made  permanent. 

Servicers  naturally  used  every  means 
available  to  them,  including  outright 
fraud,  to  prevent  trial  modifications  from 
becoming  permanent.  Many  families 
were  subjected  to  a lengthy  trial  period 
only  to  be  denied  permanent  status.  The 
banks  then  demanded  they  pay  a huge 
"deficiency”  bill — the  accumulated  dif- 
ference between  the  reduced  and  origi- 
nal mortgage  amount — plus  late  charges. 
Many  families  lost  their  homes  because 
they  participated  in  HAMP!  Barofsky 
writes:  “Borrowers  who  might  otherwise 
never  have  missed  a payment  found  them- 
selves hit  with  whopping  bills  that  they 
couldn’t  pay  and  now  faced  foreclosure. 
It  was  a disaster.” 

The  HAMP  scam  demonstrated  on  a 
small  scale  the  different  ways  by  which 
the  Democrats  and  Republicans  serve  the 
interests  of  Wall  Street.  The  Republicans 
openly  express  hostility  to  and  contempt 
for  the  working  class,  poor  and  oppressed 
minorities.  Witness  Romney's  recent  rant 
against  almost  half  the  U.S.  population 
because  they  “believe  that  they  are  enti- 
tled to  health  care,  to  food,  to  housing.” 
The  Democrats  claim  to  stand  for  the 
interests  of  working  people,  sometimes 
even  at  the  expense  of  financial  capital- 
ists. But  that  claim  is  fraudulent. 

In  opposition  to  both  parties  of  capi- 
tal, we  stand  for  a revolutionary  workers 
party,  part  of  a Leninist-Trotskyist  inter- 
national dedicated  to  fighting  for  social- 
ist revolution  to  overthrow  the  capitalist 
order  worldwide.  This  will  lay  the  basis 
for  a rationally  planned  international 
economy.  Only  then  will  productive 
forces  be  developed  and  utilized  such  that 
poverty,  scarcity  and  want  are  eliminated, 
creating  the  conditions  for  an  egalitarian 
and  harmonious  society.  ■ 


a campaign  of  white  backlash  which  even- 
tually took  the  form  of  opposition  to  “big 
government” — identified  as  forcing  white 
children  to  go  to  school  with  blacks,  giv- 
ing tax  money  to  black  welfare  mothers 
and  poverty  bureaucrats,  and  giving  jobs 
to  blacks  and  women  under  affirmative 
action.  While  most  black  people  were  no 
better  off,  the  government  created  a layer 


of  black  middle-class  professionals.  Rac- 
ist politicians  began  deliberately  stoking 
white  resentment. 

All  this  underscores  that  the  oppres- 
sion of  black  people,  a race-color  caste 
overwhelmingly  segregated  at  the  bottom 
of  society,  remains  at  the  core  of  Ameri- 
can capitalism.  The  forcible  segregation, 
stigmatization  and  vilification  of  those 


whose  ancestors  were  dragged  here  in 
chains  as  slaves  serves  to  maximize  prof- 
its, regulate  labor  and  divide  the  working 
class.  As  historic  American  Trotskyist 
Richard  Fraser  noted  of  segregation  some 
60  years  ago: 

“Prejudice  is  the  product  of  this  complex 
social  relation.  But  although  it  is  directed 
immediately  against  the  Negro,  its  object 
is  the  working  class  as  a whole.  Through 
discrimination  and  segregation,  Negro 
labor  is  degraded  and  its  wage  falls  to 
the  bare  subsistence  level.  But  this  sets 
the  pattern  and  controls  the  conditions  of 
labor  as  a whole." 

— "The  Negro  Struggle  and  the 
Proletarian  Revolution”  (1953), 
reprinted  in  “In  Memoriam — 
Richard  S.  Fraser: 

An  Appreciation  and 
Selection  of  His  Work," 
Prometheus  Research  Series 
No.  3.  August  1990 

Fraser  added:  “Without  racial  separation 
in  the  United  States,  there  would  be  no 
possibility  of  maintaining  the  discrimi- 
natory social  and  economic  practices 
which  are  fundamental  to  the  economic 
and  social  well-being  of  American  capi- 
talism, and  its  role  in  the  world  today.” 
The  fight  for  black  equality  remains  the 
strategic  question  of  the  American  revolu- 
tion. We  fight  for  black  freedom  on  the 
program  of  revolutionary  integrationism. 
In  fighting  for  the  working  class  to  oppose 
all  instances  of  racist  discrimination,  we 
have  supported  scatter-site  public  housing 
in  opposition  to  residential  segregation; 
defended  school  busing  as  part  of  our 


fight  for  free,  quality  integrated  educa- 
tion; initiated  mobilizations  centered  on 
the  multiracial  labor  movement  against 
KKK  and  Nazi  terror.  At  the  same  time, 
we  stress  that  genuine  equality  for  black 
people  in  the  U.S.  will  only  come  about 
through  the  smashing  of  capitalism,  pre- 
paring the  road  to  an  egalitarian  socialist 
order.  This  perspective  is  counterposed  to 
liberal  integration,  which  is  premised  on 
the  utopian  notion  that  equality  for  black 
people  can  be  attained  within  this  capital- 
ist society  founded  on  black  oppression. 
Our  perspective  is  counterposed  as  well 
to  go-it-alone  black  nationalism — a petty- 
bourgeois  ideology  of  despair  which  at 
bottom  accepts  the  racist  status  quo. 

There  will  be  no  effective  resistance 
to  the  immiseration  of  American  work- 
ing people  without  the  unity  in  struggle 
between  the  trade  unions  and  the  black 
and  Latino  poor.  Despite  the  destruc- 
tion of  industrial  jobs  and  erosion  of 
union  strength,  black  workers,  who  have 
a significantly  higher  rate  of  trade-union 
membership  than  white  workers,  con- 
tinue to  be  integrated  into  strategic  sec- 
tors of  the  proletariat,  which  alone  has 
the  power  to  shatter  this  racist  capitalist 
system.  Won  to  a revolutionary  program, 
black  workers  will  be  the  living  link  fus- 
ing the  anger  of  the  dispossessed  ghetto 
masses  with  the  social  power  of  the  mul- 
tiracial proletariat  under  the  leadership  of 
a Leninist  vanguard  party. 
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South  Africa... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

can  actually  get  away  with  depends  on 
the  course  of  the  class  struggle;  the  Lon- 
min strikers  successfully  won  their  jobs 
back.  Virtual  martial  law  exists  in  the 
mine  fields,  with  the  army  called  in  as 
a standby  to  assist  the  police.  The  cops 
regularly  use  tear  gas  and  rubber  bullets 
to  disperse  pickets  and  workers’  meetings. 
Such  tactics  are  also  employed  regularly 
by  local  councils,  generally  controlled  by 
the  ANC,  to  prevent  community  organi- 
zations in  the  impoverished  townships 
from  holding  protests  demanding  basic 
services  such  as  electricity  and  water. 

The  State: 

Machine  of  Class  Oppression 

Mass  murder  and  abrogation  of  the  rights 
of  the  workers  and  poor — this  is  the  face  of 
South  Africa  under  bourgeois  rule,  today 
under  the  Tripartite  Alliance  as  it  was  yes- 
terday under  the  white-supremacist  apart- 
heid regime.  On  paper,  the  constitution  of 
South  Africa  is  one  of  the  most  democratic 
in  the  world,  guaranteeing  freedom  of 
speech  and  assembly  and  so  on.  But  as  V.  I. 
Lenin,  leader  of  the  Bolshevik  Party  that 
led  the  workers  to  victory  in  the  Russian 
October  Revolution  of  1917,  pointed  out, 
proletarian  rights  are  always  thrown  to  the 
wind  by  capitalist  states  when  the  workers 
begin  to  rebel  against  wage  slavery; 

“There  is  not  a single  state,  however 
democratic,  which  has  no  loopholes  or 
reservations  in  its  constitution  guaran- 
teeing the  bourgeoisie  the  possibility  of 
dispatching  troops  against  the  workers, 
of  proclaiming  martial  law,  and  so  forth, 
in  case  of  a ‘violation  of  public  order,' 
and  actually  in  case  the  exploited  class 
‘violates’  its  position  of  slavery  and  tries 
to  behave  in  a non-slavish  manner.” 

— The  Proletarian  Revolution  and 
the  Renegade  Kautsky,  1918 
The  struggle  to  bring  down  the  hated 
apartheid  regime  mobilized  literally  mil- 
lions of  workers  and  youth,  and  the  ANC’s 
1994  electoral  victory  was  greeted  with 
huge  expectations  of  liberation  for  the 
oppressed  masses.  But  after  18  years  of 
the  Tripartite  Alliance  in  power,  the  anger 
at  the  base  of  society  is  increasingly  being 
expressed  in  class  and  other  social  struggle. 
Many  members  of  the  SACP  and  COSATU 
are  fed  up  with  their  leadership’s  repeated 
betrayals  of  working-class  struggles  such  as 
the  Marikana  strike.  But  it  is  necessary  to 
understand  that  the  SACP’s  treachery  flows 
logically  from  its  Stalinist-derived  refor- 
mist program  of  “revolution  in  stages.” 
According  to  this  false  ideology.  South 
Africa  is  undergoing  a “national  demo- 
cratic revolution”  that  will  “grow  over” 
into  socialism.  The  SACP’s  line  is  that  the 
South  African  state  is  not  bourgeois  but 
"class-contested  terrain”  and  thus  can  be 
pressured  to  act  in  the  interests  of  the  work- 
ing class.  This  schema  flies  in  the  face  of 
the  elementary  Marxist  understanding  that 
there  are  two  fundamental  classes  in  soci- 
ety, the  bourgeoisie  and  the  proletariat,  and 
that  a state  must  be  ruled  by  one  or  another 
of  these  classes.  The  Marikana  massacre 
is  about  as  pure  a demonstration  that  there 
is  a capitalist  state  in  South  Africa  as  you 
can  ask  for!  It  also  demonstrates  what  we 
have  always  noted  about  "two-stage  revo- 
lution”: in  the  first  stage  the  “progressive” 
bourgeoisie  comes  to  power;  in  the  second 
stage  workers  are  massacred.  Meanwhile  in 
South  Africa,  some  leading  “Communists” 
and  union  officials  become  millionaires. 


By  its  nature,  the  capitalist  state  defends 
capitalist  profit  and  necessarily  seeks  to 
suppress  workers  struggle.  While  virtu- 
ally the  entirety  of  the  South  African  and 
international  left  pandered  to  the  wide- 
spread illusions  in  the  ANC,  claiming 
that  it  would  achieve  "national  liberation” 
for  the  oppressed  masses,  the  Spartacists 
told  the  truth.  When  the  ANC  was  elected 
in  1994,  we  headlined  “ANC/De  Klerk 
Deal  Is  Betrayal  of  Black  Freedom”  (WV 
No.  599,  29  April  1994)  and  “Mandela/ 
ANC  Front  for  Racist  Capitalist  Rule” 
(WV  No.  600,  13  May  1994).  The  latter 
article  stressed;  “Black  Freedom  Requires 
Socialist  Revolution." 

We  pointed  out  that  while  the  legal 
superstructure  of  apartheid  was  abolished, 
social  and  racial  inequality  remained 
essentially  unchanged.  Hence  we  termed 
this  society  one  of  neo-apartheid  oppres- 
sion. Today  many  South  Africans  see  the 
similarity  between  the  cop  butchery  of 
miners  at  Marikana  and  the  apartheid  rul- 
ers’ murder  of  black  people  at  Sharpeville 


in  1960  and  Soweto  in  1976.  But  what 
must  be  driven  home  is  that  the  ANC-led 
regime  is  simply  the  changed  face  of  bour- 
geois class  rule,  which,  like  its  predeces- 
sor government,  slaughters  black  workers 
to  defend  the  rule  of  the  (mainly  white) 
capitalist  masters. 

Over  the  years,  we  have  documented  in 
our  press  viciously  anti-working-class  acts 
carried  out  by  the  ANC  along  with  the  mis- 
leaders  of  the  unions  and  SACP.  We  noted 
how  NUMSA  metal  workers’  leader  Moses 
Mayekiso  and  SACP  top  Joe  Slovo  were 
sent  to  break  a week-long  plant  occupation 
by  Mercedes-Benz  workers  in  East  London 
in  1990;  how  the  newly  installed  ANC-led 
government  under  Nelson  Mandela  brutally 
repressed  striking  Pick  ’n  Pay  grocery  store 
workers  in  1994;  how  in  2000  the  NUMSA 
bureaucracy  openly  sided  with  the  Volks- 
wagen bosses  who  fired  1,300  workers  in 
Uitenhage  in  response  to  a wildcat  strike 
they  carried  out  in  defense  of  their  shop 
stewards.  And  we  have  consistently  politi- 
cally opposed  all  wings  of  the  bourgeois 
ANC,  whether  Mandela,  Thabo  Mbeki, 
Zuma  (who  a few  years  ago  was  passed 
off  as  “pro-worker”  by  the  SACP  and 
COSATU  tops)  or  Julius  Malema. 

For  a Joint  Strike  Committee 

Miners  at  Lonmin  and  Implats  have 
resigned  from  the  NUM  en  masse  and 
signed  up  with  AMCU.  while  thousands  of 
Anglo  American  Platinum  strikers  recently 


marched  on  the  NUM’s  Rustenburg  office 
to  cancel  their  membership.  In  general, 
revolutionaries  favor  organizing  workers  in 
one  union  in  a given  industry  as  a means 
of  maximizing  the  strength  of  the  working 
class  against  the  capitalists.  However,  we 
do  not  condemn  all  splits  within  the  trade- 
union  movement;  these  need  to  be  judged 
on  a case-by-case  basis,  and  certainly  if 
the  majority  of  platinum  and  other  miners 
want  to  join  AMCU  they  have  that  right. 
It  is  the  NUM  tops’  class  treachery  that  is 
fundamentally  responsible  for  undermin- 
ing workers’  unity  in  the  mining  industry. 
But  in  any  case,  new  unions  are  not  in  and 
of  themselves  an  answer  to  the  bosses’ 
attacks.  What  is  necessary  is  the  forging 
of  a class-struggle  leadership  in  the  unions, 
based  on  complete  independence  from  the 
bourgeoisie  and  its  state,  as  a crucial  part  of 
building  a revolutionary  workers  party  that 
champions  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed. 

It  is  appropriate  today  to  call  for  a 
joint  strike  committee  based  on  elected 
local  mine  committees,  many  of  which 


have  already  been  constituted  during  the 
strikes.  Such  a committee  would  organize 
and  unify  the  miners’  struggles,  bringing 
together  workers  irrespective  of  union 
affiliation.  It  would  fight  to  ensure  equal 
pay  for  the  same  work,  striving  to  drive  out 
the  parasitic  labor  brokers,  whose  employ- 
ees at  Lonmin  were  not  covered  by  the  pay 
hike.  It  would  coordinate  workers  defense 
guards  to  stop  scabs  and  organize  defense 
against  the  cop  thugs.  It  would  promote 
demands  in  the  interests  of  the  surround- 
ing black  communities  and  would  seek  to 
draw  in  those,  like  the  miners’  wives,  who 
have  actively  supported  the  strikes. 

Trade  unions  generally  organize  a 
minority  of  the  working  class  and  tend 
to  express  the  particular  interests  of  the 
more  skilled  and  conservative  layers  of 
the  proletariat.  Thus,  the  Bolshevik  leader 
Leon  Trotsky  emphasized  the  importance 
not  only  of  fighting  within  the  unions 
for  class-struggle  politics  but  of  forming 
organizations  in  periods  of  intense  class 
struggle  that  embrace  broader  sections 
of  the  working  masses,  such  as  factory 
committees.  He  wrote  in  the  Transitional 
Program  (1938): 

“Therefore,  the  sections  of  the  Fourth 
International  should  always  strive  not 
only  to  renew  the  top  leadership  of  the 
trade  unions,  boldly  and  resolutely  in 
critical  moments  advancing  new  militant 
leaders  in  place  of  routine  functionar- 
ies and  careerists,  but  also  to  create  in 
all  possible  instances  independent  mili- 
tant organizations  corresponding  more 
closely  to  the  tasks  of  mass  struggle 
against  bourgeois  society;  and  if  neces- 
sary. not  flinching  even  in  the  face  of  a 
direct  break  with  the  conservative  appa- 
ratus of  the  trade  unions." 

Elected  strike  committees  would  more 
democratically  reflect  the  will  of  the  work- 
ers than  existing  union  bodies.  Moreover, 
should  an  effective  joint  strike  committee 
be  established,  it  would  take  responsibil- 
ity for  food  provisioning,  organization 
of  security,  public  transport,  etc.  Thus, 
the  workers  would  in  fact  be  taking  over 
many  of  the  functions  of  running  soci- 
ety in  the  mining  areas.  This  would  be 
an  invaluable  experience,  instilling  con- 
sciousness in  these  miners  of  the  capac- 
ity of  workers  to  organize  society  on  the 
basis  of  proletarian  state  power. 


According  to  the  Daily  Maverick  (15 
October),  a meeting  of  wildcat  strike 
leaders  took  place  in  Marikana,  repre- 
senting miners  from  several  provinces. 
The  article  noted  in  particular  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Democratic  Socialist  Move- 
ment (DSM),  which  has  been  active  in 
the  Rustenburg  area.  The  DSM  says  that 
a national  strike  coordinating  committee 
was  launched  on  October  13  and  that  the 
committee  is  calling  for  a general  strike 
on  November  3.  On  October  19,  Vavi  and 
NUM  officials  were  pelted  with  rocks  by 
striking  workers  at  AngloGold  Ashanti’s 
mine  in  Orkney.  North  West  Province. 
Earlier,  several  DSM  members  were 
detained  by  mine  security  and  grilled  by 
police  after  addressing  the  strikers.  The 
workers  movement  must  defend  the  DSM 
and  all  others  victimized  for  their  role  in 
the  miners  struggle! 

However,  mineworkers  and  others  need 
to  be  aware  of  the  thoroughly  opportun- 
ist history  of  the  DSM.  which  is  affiliated 
to  the  Committee  for  a Workers’  Interna- 
tional (CWI)  headed  by  Peter  Taaffe.  The 
Taaffe  group  formed  the  Marxist  Work- 
ers’ Tendency  of  the  ANC.  remaining 
inside  this  bourgeois  party  until  1996.  In 
a speech  in  New  York  given  shortly  after 
the  1994  elections,  Taaffe,  then  the  leader 
of  the  British  Militant  Labour  Tendency, 
opposed  the  call  for  a workers  party,  say- 
ing: “The  working  class  in  South  Africa 
has  to  go  through  the  experience  of  an 
ANC  government.  The  slogan  of  a workers 
party  was  an  incorrect  slogan  in  the  period 
prior  to  the  elections  in  South  Africa.  We 
wanted  the  biggest  possible  ANC  major- 
ity” (WV  No.  602,  10  June  1994). 

The  DSM  emerged  from  its  entrism 
inside  the  ANC  when  the  latter’s  “national 
liberation”  credentials  were  starting  to 
wear  thin  as  a result  of  economic  poli- 
cies aimed  at  reassuring  investors.  Indeed, 
few  if  any  left  groups  persist  in  uncriti- 
cally cheerleading  for  the  regime  and  its 
leaders,  who  are  unashamedly  riding  the 
“gravy  train.”  But  the  DSM.  like  the  other 
reformists  who  hitched  their  wagon  to  the 
Tripartite  Alliance,  maintains  its  class- 
collaborationist  politics,  which  are  at  bot- 
tom the  same  as  those  of  the  SACP  and 
COSATU  tops.  This  can  be  unmistakably 
seen  in  the  DSM’s  attitude  toward  the  state 
(see  the  1994  Spartacist  pamphlet.  Militant 
Labour's  Touching  Faith  in  the  Capitalist 
State).  Just  like  their  reformist  big  brothers, 
the  CWI/DSM  believes  that  the  police  are 
part  of  the  workers  movement. 

In  the  1994  speech  cited  above,  Taaffe 
supported  the  cop  union  POPCRU  (Police 
and  Prisons  Civil  Rights  Union),  enthus- 
ing that  “these  very  same  black  police 
who  were  tools  of  the  apartheid  regime, 
were  radicalized  by  the  situation.”  His 
conclusion  was:  “We  can  neutralize  the 
forces  of  the  state  and  win  them  over.” 

One  can  cite  any  amount  of  evidence 
disproving  this  suicidal  illusion,  the  cop 
massacre  of  miners  at  Marikana  being 
an  obvious  example.  In  the  wake  of  that 
event,  the  DSM,  in  a 17  August  statement 
titled  “For  a General  Strike  to  End  the 
Marikana  Massacre,”  violence-baited  the 
Lonmin  strikers,  rebuking  them  for  “kill- 
ing first  two  security  guards,  on  Saturday, 
and  then  two  police  officers  on  Monday" 
(quoted  in  a 23  August  SSA  statement 
published  in  WV  No.  1007,  31  August). 
Now.  in  a 16  October  statement,  the  DSM 
refers  to  a wave  of  workers  militancy 
sweeping  through  the  country,  which  sup- 
posedly includes  "the  police  as  well  as  the 
municipal  workers"!  Of  the  Taaffeites.  it 
can  truly  be  said  that  they  have  learned 
nothing  and  forgotten  nothing.  The  police, 
black  and  white,  are  enforcers  for  capital- 
ist rule.  We  say:  Cops,  prison  guards  and 
security  guards  out  of  the  unions! 

The  DSM  calls  for  “nationalisation 
of  the  mines  under  workers’  control  and 
management."  A black-centered  workers 
government  would  expropriate  the  mines, 
banks,  industry  and  land  without  com- 
pensation, while  struggling  to  extend  the 
revolution  internationally.  Such  a govern- 
ment could  only  be  put  in  place  through 
the  expropriation  of  the  South  African 
bourgeoisie  as  a class,  i.e.,  through  pro- 
letarian revolution.  The  DSM  statement 
does  not  mention  socialist  revolution,  and 
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Left:  Police  brutally  evict  squatters  in  Alexandra  township  near  Johannesburg,  May  1996.  Right:  Strikers  at  Volks- 
wagen plant  near  Port  Elizabeth  in  January  2000  faced  lockout,  cop  attacks,  mass  firing  and  betrayal  by  NUMSA 
bureaucrats. 


this  is  not  an  accident.  They  don't  believe 
that  the  workers  must  smash  the  capitalist 
state  and  replace  it  with  a workers  state.  In 
Britain.  Taaffe's  organization  claims  that 
industry  will  be  nationalized  through  the 
mechanism  of  an  “enabling  bill"  passed 
by  the  bourgeois  Parliament.  This  is  just 
a version  of  what  the  British  Labour  Party 
did  after  World  War  II:  it’s  social  democ- 
racy, not  communism. 

Malema,  Corruption 
and  COSATU 

Expelled  ANC  youth  leader  Julius  Ma- 
lema was  arrested  last  month  and  charged 
with  money  laundering,  accused  of  using 
his  former  position  to  enrich  himself  and 
his  business  partners.  The  bourgeois  press 
has  carried  prominent  exposes  of  the  slush 
funds  he  uses  to  collect  kickbacks  from 
wealthy  “tenderpreneurs” — beneficiaries 
of  government  contracts — and  the  alleged 
profits  he’s  made  from  his  business  deals 
are  big  enough  to  owe  some  RIO  million 
[$1.15  million]  in  unpaid  taxes.  Much  of 
Malema’s  fortune  is  apparently  derived 
from  acting  as  a parasitic  middleman, 
plundering  the  state  coffers  in  Limpopo, 
one  of  the  most  impoverished  provinces. 

Whatever  the  “legality"  involved  here, 
Malema  is  getting  rich  through  exploit- 
ing his  connections  to  the  ANC-led  gov- 
ernment, which  makes  him  no  different 
from  an  entire  layer  of  the  new  black  elite. 
Cyril  Ramaphosa,  a former  NUM  leader, 
is  a rand  billionaire  and  stockholder  in 
Lonmin.  The  timing  of  Malema’s  arrest 
indicates  that  the  motive  was  not  concern 
over  corruption — Malema  “crossed  the 
line”  when  he  claimed  to  support  the  strik- 
ers. In  fact,  the  elite  Hawks  police  unit  is 
also  reportedly  going  after  Malema  for 
“incitement  to  violence”  stemming  from 
his  visits  to  striking  miners  in  Marikana 
and  elsewhere.  The  legal  vendetta  aims  to 
gag  critics  of  the  government’s  attacks  on 
miners.  For  this  reason,  the  state  prosecu- 
tion of  Malema  is  against  the  interest  of 
the  proletariat. 

Julius  Malema  is  a bourgeois  populist 
demagogue  who  skillfully  exploits  the 
anger  and  discontent  among  the  country’s 
impoverished  black  majority  in  order  to 
advance  his  own  political  career.  His  calls 
for  nationalizing  the  mines  and  white- 
owned  land  angered  not  only  foreign  capi- 
tal and  the  racist  reactionaries  but  also 
the  leaders  of  the  Tripartite  Alliance.  But 
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Malema’s  call  for  “economic  freedom”  is 
a fraud.  He  fully  supports  capitalism.  His 
call  for  nationalization  of  the  mines,  for 
example,  envisions  transferring  wealth 
from  the  white  Randlords  to  the  bourgeois 
state  and  the  politically  connected  elite  who 
benefit  from  the  “black  economic  empow- 
erment” program,  which  like  all  capital- 
ist enterprise  in  South  Africa  is  based  on 
exploiting  mainly  black  labor.  His  use  of 
the  “race  card”  inflames  racial  and  ethnic 
divisions  among  layers  of  the  oppressed 
and  is  empty  when  it  comes  to  taking  on 
the  mainly  white  rulers.  But  Malema  has 
won  support  among  black  youth  and  some 
workers  including  many  miners.  He  must 
be  defeated  politically  and  exposed  as  a 
class  enemy  of  workers’  emancipation. 

The  SACP  and  COSATU  tops  have 
cheered  on  the  prosecution  of  Malema. 
But  the  corruption  in  the  workers  move- 
ment results  from  the  class  collaboration 
of  the  reformists  and  their  integration  into 
the  bourgeois  state.  There  are  numerous 
instances  of  unions  running  business 
enterprises;  for  example,  leaders  of  the 
NUM  and  SACP  help  run  a mining  ven- 
ture, Kameni,  in  Limpopo,  and  the  NUM 
and  the  bosses’  Chamber  of  Mines  jointly 
own  Unibank.  An  article  in  Business 
Day  (19  September)  noted  that  Patrice 
Motsepe,  the  owner  of  African  Rainbow 
Minerals,  had  contributed  R1.75  million 
to  COSATU  over  the  past  three  years, 
not  including  his  donation  to  this  year’s 
congress.  He  also  gave  R1.75  million  to 
a trust  that  supports  the  dependents  of 
deceased  national  union  office  holders. 
Other  large  corporate  donors  included 
Investec,  which  funded  last  year’s  central 
committee  meeting  with  a R1  million 
donation,  and  Standard  Bank,  which  con- 
tributed R850.000  to  the  2009  congress. 
These  capitalists  understand  whose  inter- 
ests are  served  by  the  Tripartite  Alliance 
and  its  labor-bureaucratic  component;  the 
working  class  needs  to  learn  this  lesson. 

Forge  a Leninist-Trotskyist  Party! 

Some  miners  have  expressed  the  view 
that  unions  should  stay  out  of  politics  and 
concern  themselves  solely  with  the  eco- 
nomic betterment  of  their  members.  This 
undoubtedly  reflects  their  bitterness  at  the 
Tripartite  Alliance.  However,  struggles  at 
the  point  of  production,  important  as  they 
are,  cannot  by  themselves  do  away  with  or 
even  fundamentally  alleviate  the  brutality 
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of  capitalist  exploitation.  The  system  will 
simply  breed  another  layer  of  bourgeois 
politicians  like  Malema  who  exploit  the 
discontent  of  the  masses. 

Wage  and  other  economic  gains  are 
inherently  reversible,  subject  to  the  vicissi- 
tudes of  the  capitalist  market.  With  sagging 
demand  on  the  world  market  for  platinum, 
the  bosses  are  already  threatening  layoffs. 
Moreover,  only  a small  fraction  of  South 
Africa’s  working  masses  and  plebeian 
poor  is  represented  by  trade  unions.  Many 
people  are  jobless  or  unorganized.  The 
unemployment  rate  for  youth  exceeds  50 
percent.  Farm  laborers  are  at  the  mercy  of 
wealthy  white  farmers.  The  government’s 
land  redistribution  program  is  a farce.  A 
revolutionary  party  would  Fight  to  organize 
these  workers  and  demand  the  expropria- 
tion of  the  land  without  compensation.  A 
workers  government  would  establish  coop- 
erative and  state  farms,  which  alone  can 
provide  a decent  life  not  only  for  the  farm 
laborers  but  for  the  millions  more  living 
in  desolate  rural  backwaters. 

The  lot  of  the  township  poor  is  equally 
harsh,  subject  to  cutoffs  in  electricity  and 
water,  if  they  had  ever  gotten  these  essen- 
tials in  the  first  place.  Despite  the  govern- 
ment’s phony  promises  to  provide  housing 
for  all  South  Africans,  millions  continue 
to  live  in  shantytowns.  Capitalist  mis- 
ery hits  black  women  the  hardest — from 
significantly  higher  rates  of  poverty  and 
HIV  infection  to  the  widespread  practices 
of  polygamy,  lobola  (bride  price)  and 
even  ukuthwala  (“marriage  by  capture”) 
in  some  rural  areas.  Studies  show  that  up 
to  50  percent  of  women  are  assaulted  by 
their  partners. 

What  is  necessary  is  a Leninist  van- 
guard party — not  a party  of  working-class 
betrayal  like  the  SACP  or  a reformist  labor 
party  as  advocated  by  the  DSM  but  a party 
modeled  on  the  Bolsheviks  who  led  the 
workers  to  power  in  Russia  in  1917.  Such 
a vanguard  party,  consisting  of  the  most 
class-conscious  section  of  the  workers  as 
well  as  revolutionary  intellectuals,  will  be 
forged  by  winning  over  the  best  elements 
of  the  SACP  from  their  pro-capitalist  tops, 
as  well  as  other  militants.  The  discontents 
of  society,  unless  they  are  expressed  in 
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struggles  on  a class  axis,  can  easily  take 
on  reactionary  form  in  polarizations  along 
racial,  national,  ethnic  and  tribal  lines.  As 
we  wrote  in  1995,  what  is  needed  is  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party  which: 

"does  not  simply  defend  the  particular 
interests  of  the  working  class,  especially 
its  unionized  sector,  but  is  fighting  to 
eradicate  all  forms  of  national  and  social 
oppression ....  To  unite  all  of  the  oppressed, 
a workers  party  must  staunchly  champion 
the  democratic  rights  of  those  who  have 
cause  to  feel  threatened  by  the  ANC’s 
brand  of  nationalism — e.g.,  coloureds, 
Indians,  Zulu  villagers,  immigrants  from 
Mozambique.  Zimbabwe  and  other  neigh- 
boring African  states." 

— "Ttoo  Letters  to  the  Workers 
Organisation  for  Socialist  Action,” 
printed  in  the  1997  International 
Communist  League  pamphlet 
The  Fight  for  a Revolutionary 
Vanguard  Party:  Polemics  on 
the  South  African  Left 
The  overlap  of  race  and  class  in  South 
Africa  has  given  credence  to  the  national- 
ist ideology  pushed  by  the  ANC,  the  false 
belief  that  the  black  African  people  have 
a common  interest  that  stands  higher  than 
class  divisions.  But  the  investor-friendly 
policies  of  the  ANC  have  caused  wide- 
spread disillusion  among  the  working 
masses.  Large  protests  over  service  cuts 
began  years  ago  in  the  townships,  and 
now  important  sections  of  the  proletariat 
have  begun  to  move.  The  government 
has  responded  with  savagely  repressive 
measures.  This  points  to  the  brittleness 
and  instability  of  bourgeois  democracy 
in  South  Africa.  The  gulf  between  the 
impoverished  masses  and  the  privileged 
white  caste,  along  with  their  black  "gravy 
trainers,”  is  simply  too  vast  to  be  easily 
subsumed  in  parliamentary  horse-trading 
and  the  seemingly  endless  succession  cri- 
ses at  the  top  of  the  Alliance. 

The  masses’  expectations  for  national 
and  social  equality  require  the  proletariat 
taking  power.  This  is  the  heart  of  Trotsky’s 
concept  of  permanent  revolution,  which 
recognizes  that  in  countries  of  belated 
capitalist  development,  the  achievement  of 
the  burning  democratic  tasks  requires  the 
destruction  of  capitalism.  A black-centered 
workers  government  would  expropriate 
the  bourgeoisie,  establishing  a planned 
collectivized  economy  that  would  under- 
take the  much-needed  improvement  in  the 
living  standards  of  the  black  toilers  while 
upholding  the  democratic  rights  of  the 
coloureds  and  Indians  and  of  those  whites 
who  accept  a government  centrally  based 
on  the  black  working  masses. 

A workers  government  must  be  linked 
to  the  toilers  throughout  the  region  in  a 
socialist  federation  of  Southern  Africa,  and 
it  would  have  to  Fight  like  hell  to  extend 
workers  power  to  the  advanced  industrial 
countries.  A socialist  revolution  in  South 
Africa  would  confront  powerful  enemies; 
at  the  same  time  it  would  Find  important 
proletarian  allies  in  the  imperialist  centers 
devastated  by  the  long  economic  downturn, 
as  well  as  other  countries  where  the  masses 
have  strongly  identiFied  with  the  struggle 
against  white  supremacy.  On  the  basis  of 
international  socialist  planning,  we  can 
build  a truly  humane  society  in  which  the 
exploitation  associated  with  the  rule  of  the 
mining  magnates  and  imperialist  blood- 
suckers is  a relic  of  the  past.  ■ 
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Miners  Struggle  Shakes 
Neo-Apartheid  Capitalist  Order 


Rustenburg:  Anglo  American  platinum  miners  march  on  October  6,  one  day  after  company  fired  12,000  strikers. 


Break  with  the  Tripartite  Alliance! 

Fight  for  a Black-Centered  Workers  Government! 


In  the  face  of  the  horrific  August  16  mas- 
sacre of  34  striking  workers  at  Lonmin’s 
Marikana  mine.  South  Africa’s  miners  have 
persevered  in  their  struggle.  The  Lonmin 
strikers  won  a substantial  pay  increase 
and  the  strike  acted  as  a spur  to  numerous 
other  workers  in  platinum,  gold,  chrome 
and  iron  ore  mines.  Seeking  to  catch  up 
with  the  workers’  militancy,  the  bureau- 
crats in  the  Congress  of  South  African 
Trade  Unions  (COSATU)  and  other  labor 
officials  authorized  a truck  drivers  strike 
that  lasted  for  three  weeks. 

The  striking  miners  at  Lonmin  and  at 
Impala  Platinum  (Implats,  where  there  was 
a strike  earlier  this  year)  successfully  defied 
their  leadership  in  the  National  Union  of 
Mineworkers  (NUM)  and  proved  that  hard 
class  struggle  can  win.  One  observer  noted 
that  this  represented  “an  industrial  relations 
meltdown”  in  South  Africa  that  included 
"total  collapse  of  collective  bargaining 
structures  and  agreements;  destruction  of 
the  majority  union  and  emergence  of  often 
uncoordinated  strike  and  interim  commit- 
tees to  represent  workers;  emergence  of  a 
new  minority  union,”  etc.  (Mail  <&  Guard- 
ian, 12  October). 

COSATU  is  a component  part  of  the 
Tripartite  Alliance  government  led  by  the 
bourgeois-nationalist  African  National 
Congress  (ANC)  and  also  including  the 
South  African  Communist  Party  (SACP). 
In  this  role,  the  COSATU  bureaucrats 
have  imposed  on  the  mainly  black  work- 
ing class  a stifling  code  of  labor  laws  that 
limit  strikes,  require  advance  notification 
for  strikes  and  solidarity  actions,  and  sub- 
stitute arbitration  procedures  for  industrial 
action.  But  the  mineworkers  ignored  these 
straitjackets,  engaging  in  wildcat  strikes 
and  bringing  into  the  sharpest  relief  the 
union  tops’  loyalty  to  the  capitalist  govern- 
ment at  the  expense  of  the  working  masses. 

The  Tripartite  Alliance  is  a nationalist 
popular  front,  a class-collaborationist  alli- 
ance in  which  the  leaders  of  COSATU  and 
the  SACP  subordinate  the  working  masses 


to  the  capitalist  exploiters.  Such  popular 
fronts  are  a classic  mechanism  through 
which  the  Stalinist  Communist  parties  in 
such  countries  as  France  and  Italy  repeat- 
edly sold  out  revolutionary  opportunities, 
as  well  as  in  Spain  in  the  1930s  when  the 
Stalinists  helped  to  violently  suppress 
insurgent  workers.  In  this  regard,  the 
Stalinists  are  no  different  from  the  Social 
Democrats,  who  have  staunchly  upheld 
the  capitalist  order  since  World  War  I. 

The  leaders  of  COSATU  and  the  SACP 
have  been  in  the  forefront  of  the  govern- 
ment’s witchhunting  of  militant  miners. 
The  NUM  leadership  solidarized  with  the 
cops,  even  after  the  massacre.  An  article  in 
the  Daily  Maverick  (13  October)  by  Jared 
Sacks  cites  eyewitness  accounts  that  the 
first  killings  in  Marikana,  prior  to  even  the 
big  massacre  by  the  cops,  were  carried  out 
on  August  11  by  NUM  shop  stewards  and 


other  officials  who  fired  on  striking  min- 
ers protesting  the  NUM’s  complicity  with 
the  Lonmin  bosses.  After  an  emergency 
meeting  called  by  South  African  president 
Jacob  Zuma,  COSATU  head  Zwelinzima 
Vavi  praised  Zuma  for  "showing  leader- 
ship" and  expressed  relief  that  the  meeting 
“condemned  the  violent  strikes  and  urged 
law  enforcement  agencies  to  curb  the  ille- 
gal action”  (City  Press , 14  October). 

At  last  month’s  COSATU  congress,  the 
pro-government  bureaucrats  organized  an 
attack  on  a literature  table  of  our  comrades 
of  Spartacist  South  Africa.  A 25  Septem- 
ber SSA  statement  sharply  pointed  out  that 
the  purpose  of  this  attack  was  to  threaten 
any  expression  of  solidarity  with  the 
mineworkers’  strike  wave  and  noted  that 
“the  COSATU  bureaucrats  fear  that  other 
sections  of  the  working  class,  inspired  by 
this,  will  take  the  road  of  class  struggle” 


(see  WV  No.  1009,  28  September). 

In  fact  this  projection  has  come  to  pass. 
Not  only  did  workers  at  the  South  Africa 
Toyota  plant  in  Durban  go  out  on  strike, 
but  there  was  a trucking  strike  in  which 
scab  vehicles  were  burned.  The  deeply 
oppressed,  mainly  coloured  (mixed  race, 
partly  of  Malay  origin)  clothing  work- 
ers in  the  Western  Cape  went  on  strike 
in  September  for  a modest  wage  increase, 
while  more  recently  farm  workers  in  the 
province  also  launched  a strike.  Earlier, 
the  South  African  Clothing  and  Textile 
Workers  Union  had  negotiated  a 30  per- 
cent pay  cut  for  new  hires,  thus  acting  to 
cut  salaries  that  are  already  the  lowest  in 
the  manufacturing  sector.  This  speaks 
volumes  about  the  COSATU  tops'  “living 
wage  campaign,”  which  they  ballyhooed 
at  their  recent  congress  while  knifing  the 
miners  who  were  trying  to  win  just  that. 

A central  purpose  of  the  emergency 
meeting  of  union  and  company  bigwigs 
convened  by  Zuma,  which  was  also 
attended  by  the  Association  of  Minework- 
ers and  Construction  Union  (AMCU)  and 
the  FEDUSA  trade-union  federation,  was 
to  reassure  foreign  investors  in  the  face  of 
the  downgrading  of  South  Africa’s  credit 
rating  by  Moody’s  and  Standard  & Poor’s. 
S&P  expressed  concern  that  the  continuing 
mining  strikes  and  “social  tension"  would 
"increase  spending  pressure  and  reduce 
the  country’s  fiscal  flexibility"  (City  Press. 
14  October).  The  genuflection  to  overseas 
businessmen  underscores  the  dependence 
of  the  South  African  bourgeoisie  and  its 
ANC-led  government  on  foreign  capital. 

The  bosses  are  now  stepping  up  strike- 
breaking efforts.  With  the  Chamber  of 
Mines  hardlining  it  in  talks  with  striking 
gold  miners,  tens  of  thousands  of  these 
workers  are  being  threatened  with  dis- 
missal. Anglo  American  Platinum,  the 
world  s biggest  platinum  mining  company, 
has  fired  12.000  workers  for  engaging  in 
an  “illegal"  strike.  But  what  the  bosses 
continued  on  page  10 
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September  16:  Strikers  from  Lonmin’s  Marikana  platinum  mine  demand  pay 
hike,  protest  union  misleaders  and  ruling  ANC.  Strikers  stayed  firm  aftei 
massacre  by  cops  and  won  pay  increase,  setting  off  strike  wave. 
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Hurricane  Sandy 


NEW  YORK  CITY,  November  5— 
Billionaire  mayor  Michael  Bloom- 
berg rang  the  opening  bell  of  the 
New  York  Stock  Exchange  on  Octo- 
ber 31.  signaling  the  priority  for  the 
Wall  Street  financiers  in  the  wake  of 
Hurricane  Sandy:  getting  the  capi- 
talists’ profit  machine  back  up  and 
running.  Meanwhile,  working  peo- 
ple were  still  only  beginning  to  pull 
out  the  bodies  of  family  members 
and  neighbors  from  the  wreckage 
of  flooded  homes  on  Staten  Island 
and  elsewhere.  The  sharp  juxtaposi- 
tion of  the  high  life  for  the  masters 
of  finance  capital  vs.  darkness,  cold, 
hunger,  misery  and  death  for  work- 
ing people,  the  poor  and  minorities 
led  some  journalists  to  write  that 
New  York  was  “a  tale  of  two  cities.” 

The  capitalist  class  has  let  this  country’s 
infrastructure  go  to  hell  while  waging  a 
one-sided  class  war  against  organized 
labor,  with  the  union  bureaucrats  working 
to  keep  labor  in  line.  The  heroes  of  this 
disaster  are  precisely  the  vilified  union 
workers  who,  along  with  others,  have 
toiled  for  days  on  end  to  save  lives  and  get 
people  the  services  they  need — electric- 
ity, transportation,  heat,  sanitation,  food, 
water,  schools,  hospitals,  communications. 

These  are  the  very  workers  that  politi- 
cians from  both  capitalist  parties — Dem- 
ocrats and  Republicans — have  portrayed 
as  public  enemies:  the  heavily  black  and 
immigrant  transit  workers  who  were  called 
“thugs"  by  Bloomberg  when  they  dared  to 
strike  in  2005;  the  “greedy”  utility  work- 
ers locked  out  by  Consolidated  Edison 
in  July  for  trying  to  hold  on  to  promised 
pensions;  the  “lazy”  schoolteachers  now 
staffing  shelters  who  are  fighting  the 
destruction  of  public  education  and  union 
seniority  rights;  the  “privileged”  Veri- 
zon communications  workers  who  went 
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Devastated  New  Dorp  neighborhood  of  Staten  Island  (center).  Less  than  two  days 
after  storm,  billionaire  mayor  Bloomberg  reopened  NY  Stock  Exchange  (left)  while 
millions  remained  without  electricity.  Meanwhile,  Con  Ed  crews  worked  around  the 
clock  to  restore  power  (right). 


over  a year  without  a contract  after  strik- 
ing last  year  to  defend  health  coverage; 
the  "selfish”  state  employees  struggling 
against  New  Jersey  Republican  governor 
Chris  Christie  and  New  York  Democratic 
governor  Andrew  Cuomo  to  maintain  the 
right  to  collective  bargaining.  With  tens 
of  thousands  now  added  to  the  legions  of 
homeless  in  NYC  alone,  these  workers’ 
skills,  organization  and  self-sacrificing 
labor  are  what  stands  between  life  and 
death  for  untold  numbers  of  people. 

City  workers  were  told  they  had  to 
report  to  work  but  they  had  no  way  to 
get  there — no  subways  or  commuter  rail, 
no  gas  for  their  cars  and  no  traffic  lights. 
Mainly  immigrant  taxi  drivers  got  many 
of  them  to  work,  until  they  ran  out  of  gas. 
Some  who  couldn’t  get  to  their  jobs  were 
told  the  time  would  be  taken  out  of  their 
sick  leave  or  vacation  time!  Then  there 
is  the  growing  army  of  part-time  work- 
ers who  don’t  even  have  benefits  for  the 
bosses  to  gouge.  For  them  it  was  no  work, 
no  pay,  including  if  their  workplace  was 
closed  because  there  was  no  power.  The 
desperation  to  get  to  work  without  pub- 
lic transport  or  gasoline  illuminated  in  a 
flash  why  Karl  Marx  called  wage  labor 
wage  slavery. 

Some  transit  workers  were  confined  to 


company  property  for  days  on  end,  often 
without  cots  or  other  necessities.  But 
workers  were  threatened  with  docked 
pay  if  they  left  company  property  to 
sleep  in  their  cars.  Con  Ed  workers  have 
been  working  16-hour  shifts,  struggling 
to  bring  back  electricity  and  heat  as  the 
thermometer  plunges  and  hypothermia 
emerges  as  another  danger,  particularly 
with  a northeaster  storm  headed  into  the 
area.  Hospital  workers  labored  around 
the  clock  to  evacuate  patients  when  emer- 
gency backup  generators  failed  at  two  of 
Manhattan’s  largest  hospitals,  forcing 
them  to  close. 

Government  officials  made  damn  sure 
that  “security”  would  be  at  the  head  of  the 
line  for  scarce  resources.  So  while  driv- 
ers’ tempers  flared  at  those  filling  stations 
that  could  pump  gas.  where  lines  have 
reached  a mile  in  length,  cop  cars  had 
plenty  of  fuel.  A 7 p.m.  to  7 a.m.  curfew 
in  Jersey  City  gave  the  cops  license  to  fur- 
ther besiege  minority  neighborhoods.  A 
black  NYC  transit  worker  told  WV  that  he 
risked  arrest  by  leaving  his  home  at  4 a.m. 
to  report  to  Manhattan  for  work.  In  the 
face  of  police  intimidation,  on  November 
2 some  50  black  residents  of  one  of  Jersey 
City’s  poorest  neighborhoods  rallied  out- 
side its  City  Hall  chanting,  “What  do  we 


want?  Electricity!  When  do  we  wanl 
it?  Now!” 

The  teeming  prison  population  on 
Rikers  Island,  in  a treacherous  stretch 
of  the  East  River,  was  threatened  with 
the  kind  of  homicidal  racist  treatment 
meted  out  during  Hurricane  Katrina. 
Asked  before  Sandy  hit  about  the 
safety  of  the  12,000  inmates.  Bloom- 
berg replied  that  “jails  are  secured. 
Don’t  worry  about  anybody  getting 
out." 

After  ringing  in  the  stock  exchange, 
Bloomberg’s  priority  was  to  hear  the 
Reuters  starting  gun  for  the  New  York  City 
Marathon,  which  brings  in  millions 
for  business  owners.  With  electric 
power  desperately  needed  every- 
where, some  41  generators  were  held 
in  reserve  for  the  race.  Tens  of  thou- 
sands of  bottles  of  drinking  water,  mas- 
sive stores  of  food,  thousands  of  blankets, 
and  the  labor  of  emergency  medical  serv- 
ices, sanitation,  parks  department  and 
volunteers  were  secured  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  a run  starting  on  the  Verrazano 
Bridge,  barely  a mile  from  where  most  of 
the  drowning  victims  have  been  found.  A 
mounting  uproar  from  the  public — and 
from  sanitation  workers  who  appealed  to 
union  officials  that  they  should  be  mobi- 
lized to  help  suffering  Staten  Island  and 
Queens  residents  instead — finally  pushed 
Bloomberg  back  from  his  plan  to  prance 
on  the  dead  and  the  forsaken. 

Class  Divide 

Chris  Christie’s  embrace  of  Barack 
Obama  as  they  toured  the  devastated 
Jersey  Shore  was  a bipartisan  photo-op. 
Christie  was  angling  for  a big  chunk 
of  federal  money  while  Obama  and  his 
media  entourage  put  out  the  message  that 
"we’re  all  in  this  together’’— patriotic 
eyewash  intended  to  blind  people  from 
seeing  the  irrationality,  inequalities  and 
advanced  decay  of  this  class-divided  soci- 
ety on  the  eve  of  a presidential  election. 

Hurricane  Sandy  was  a natural  disaster 
enormously  compounded  by  the  anarchy 
continued  on  page  6 
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The  PDC  is  a class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense  organization 
which  champions  cases  and  causes  in  the  interest  of  the  whole  of  the  working  people. 
This  purpose  is  in  accordance  with  the  political  views  of  the  Spartacist  League. 


Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners! 


27th  Annual 
PDC  Holiday  Appeal 


This  year  marks  the  27th  Holiday 
Appeal  for  class-war  prisoners,  those 
thrown  behind  bars  for  their  opposi- 
tion to  racist  capitalist  oppression.  The 
Partisan  Defense  Committee  provides 
monthly  stipends  to  16  of  these  prisoners 
as  well  as  holiday  gifts  for  them  and  their 
families.  This  is  a revival  of  the  tradition 
of  the  early  International  Labor  Defense 
(ILD)  under  its  secretary  and  founder 
James  P.  Cannon.  The  stipends  are  a nec- 
essary expression  of  solidarity  with  the 
prisoners — a message  that  they  are  not 
forgotten. 

Launching  the  ILD’s  appeal  for  the  pris- 
oners, Cannon  wrote,  “The  men  in  prison 
are  still  part  of  the  living  class  movement" 
(“A  Christmas  Fund  of  our  Own,"  Daily 
Worker,  17  October  1927).  Cannon  noted 


that  the  stipends  program  "is  a means  of 
informing  them  that  the  workers  of  Amer- 
ica have  not  forgotten  their  duty  toward  the 
men  to  whom  we  are  all  linked  by  bonds 
of  solidarity.”  This  motivation  inspires  our 
program  today.  The  PDC  also  continues 
to  publicize  the  causes  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  pages  of  Workers  Vanguard,  the 
PDC  newsletter,  Class-Struggle  Defense 
Notes , and  our  Web  site  partisandefense. 
org.  We  provide  subscriptions  to  WV  and 
accompany  the  stipends  with  reports  on  the 
PDC’s  work.  In  a recent  letter,  MOVE  pris- 
oner Eddie  Africa  wrote,  “I  received  the 
letters  and  the  money,  thank  you  for  both, 
it’s  a good  feeling  to  have  friends  remem- 
bering you  with  affection!” 

The  Holiday  Appeal  raises  the  funds 
for  this  vital  program.  The  PDC  provides 


Soviet  Democracy  and  Workers  Rule 

As  with  the  current  presidential  election, 
the  exploited  and  the  poor  in  the  U.S.  are 
asked  every  four  years  to  vote  for  a repre- 
sentative of  the  capitalist  ruling  class  who 
will  oversee  their  oppression.  Addressing 
American  workers  following  the  1917  work- 
ers revolution  in  Russia,  whose  95th  anni- 
versary we  celebrate  this  month,  Bolshevik 
leader  V.I.  Lenin  denounced  the  fraud  of 

TROTSKY  democracy  under  capitalist  rule,  counter- 
posing  to  it  the  workers  democracy  insti- 
tuted by  the  soviet  regime  as  part  of  the  fight  to  establish  a worldwide  socialist  order. 

The  Soviets  of  Workers  and  Peasants  are  a new  type  of  state,  a new  and  higher  type 
of  democracy,  a form  of  the  proletarian  dictatorship,  a means  of  administering  the  stale 
without  the  bourgeoisie  and  against  the  bourgeoisie.  For  the  first  time  democracy  is 
here  serving  the  people,  the  working  people,  and  has  ceased  to  be  democracy  for  the 
rich  as  it  still  is  in  all  bourgeois  republics,  even  the  most  democratic.  For  the  first  time, 
the  people  are  grappling,  on  a scale  involving  one  hundred  million,  with  the  problem 
of  implementing  the  dictatorship  of  the  proletariat  and  semi-proletariat — a problem 
which,  if  not  solved,  makes  socialism  out  of  the  question.... 

The  old  bourgeois-democratic  constitutions  waxed  eloquent  about  formal  equality 
and  right  of  assembly;  but  our  proletarian  and  peasant  Soviet  Constitution  casts  aside 
the  hypocrisy  of  formal  equality.  When  the  bourgeois  republicans  overturned  thrones 
they  did  not  worry  about  formal  equality  between  monarchists  and  republicans.  When 
it  is  a matter  of  overthrowing  the  bourgeoisie,  only  traitors  or  idiots  can  demand  formal 
equality  of  rights  for  the  bourgeoisie.  “Freedom  of  assembly”  for  workers  and  peasants 
is  not  worth  a farthing  when  the  best  buildings  belong  to  the  bourgeoisie.  Our  Soviets 
have  confiscated  all  the  good  buildings  in  town  and  country  from  the  rich  and  have 
transferred  all  of  them  to  the  workers  and  peasants  for  their  unions  and  meetings.  This 
is  our  freedom  of  assembly — for  the  working  people!  This  is  the  meaning  and  content 
of  our  Soviet,  our  socialist  Constitution! 

— V.I.  Lenin,  “Letter  to  American  Workers"  (August  1918) 
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Come  to  the  Holiday  Appeal  Benefits 


CHICAGO 


Sunday,  December  9 
3 to  7 p.m. 

U.E.  Hall 
37  S.  Ashland 
(at  Monroe) 

Information:  (312)  563-0442 


OAKLAND 


Sunday,  December  9 
1 to  5 p.m. 

Humanist  Hall 
390  27th  Street 
(near  19th  St.  BART) 
Information:  (510)  839-0852 


An  Injury  to  One  Is  an  Injury  to  All! 

‘ To  contact  the  PDC:  

(212)  406-4252  • partisandefense@earthlink.net  • www.partisandefense.org 


$25  per  month  to  the  prisoners,  and  extra 
for  their  birthdays  and  during  the  holiday 
season.  We  would  like  to  provide  more. 
The  prisoners  generally  use  the  funds  for 
basic  necessities:  supplementing  the  inad- 
equate prison  diet,  purchasing  stamps  and 
writing  materials  needed  to  maintain  con- 
tact with  family  and  comrades,  and  pur- 
suing literary,  artistic,  musical  and  other 
pursuits  to  mollify  a bit  the  living  hell  of 
prison.  The  costs  of  these  have  obviously 
grown,  including  the  exponential  growth 
in  prison  phone  charges. 

The  capitalist  rulers  have  made  clear 
their  continuing  determination  to  slam 
the  prison  doors  on  those  who  stand  in 
the  way  of  brutal  exploitation,  imperial- 
ist depredations  and  racist  oppression.  We 
encourage  WV  readers,  trade-union  activ- 
ists and  fighters  against  racist  oppression 
to  dig  deep  for  the  class-war  prisoners. 
The  16  class-war  prisoners  receiving  sti- 
pends from  the  PDC  are  listed  below: 

* * * 

Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  a former  Black 
Panther  Party  spokesman,  a well-known 
supporter  of  the  MOVE  organization  and 
an  award-winning  journalist  known  as 
“the  voice  of  the  voiceless."  Last  Decem- 
ber the  Philadelphia  district  attorney’s 
office  announced  it  was  dropping  its  long- 
standing efforts  to  execute  America’s  fore- 
most class-war  prisoner.  While  this  brings 
to  an  end  the  legal  lynching  campaign, 
Mumia  remains  condemned  to  spend  the 
rest  of  his  life  in  prison  with  no  chance  of 
parole,  despite  overwhelming  evidence  of 
his  innocence. 

Mumia  was  framed  up  for  the  1981 
killing  of  Philadelphia  police  officer  Dan- 
iel Faulkner  and  was  initially  sentenced 
to  death  explicitly  for  his  political  views. 
Mountains  of  documentation  proving 
his  innocence,  including  the  sworn  con- 
fession of  Arnold  Beverly  that  he,  not 
Mumia,  shot  and  killed  Faulkner,  have 
been  submitted  to  the  courts.  But  from 
top  to  bottom,  the  courts  have  repeatedly 
refused  to  hear  the  exculpatory  evidence. 

The  state  authorities  hope  that  with  the 
transfer  of  Mumia  from  death  row  his 
cause  will  be  forgotten  and  that  he  will 
rot  in  prison  until  he  dies.  This  must  not 
be  Mumia’s  fate.  Fighters  for  Mumia’s 
freedom  must  link  his  cause  to  the  class 
struggles  of  the  multiracial  proletariat. 
Trade  unionists,  opponents  of  the  rac- 
ist death  penalty  and  fighters  for  black 
rights  must  continue  the  fight  to  free 
Mumia  from  “slow  death”  row  in  the 
racist  dungeons  of  Pennsylvania. 

Leonard  Peltier  is  an  internation- 
ally renowned  class-war  prisoner.  Pel- 
tier’s incarceration  for  his  activism  in  the 
American  Indian  Movement  has  come  to 
symbolize  this  country’s  racist  repres- 
sion of  its  native  peoples,  the  survivors 
of  centuries  of  genocidal  oppression. 
Peltier’s  frame-up  for  the  1975  deaths  of 
two  marauding  FBI  agents  in  what  had 
become  a war  zone  on  the  South  Dakota 
Pine  Ridge  Reservation,  shows  what  capi- 
talist “justice”  is  all  about.  Although  the 
lead  government  attorney  has  admitted. 
"We  can’t  prove  who  shot  those  agents,” 
and  the  courts  have  acknowledged  blatant 
prosecutorial  misconduct,  the  68-year-old 
Peltier  is  still  locked  away.  Peltier  suffers 
from  multiple  serious  medical  conditions 
and  is  incarcerated  far  from  his  people 
and  family.  He  is  not  scheduled  to  be 


reconsidered  for  parole  for  another  12 
years! 

Eight  MOVE  members — Chuck 

Africa,  Michael  Africa.  Debbie  Africa, 
Janet  Africa,  Janine  Africa,  Delbert 
Africa,  Eddie  Africa  and  Phil  Africa — 

are  in  their  35th  year  of  prison.  They 
were  sentenced  to  30-100  years  after  the 
8 August  1978  siege  of  their  Philadelphia 
home  by  over  600  heavily  armed  cops, 
having  been  falsely  convicted  of  killing  a 
police  officer  who  died  in  the  cops’  own 
cross  fire.  In  1985,  eleven  of  their  MOVE 
family  members,  including  five  children, 
were  massacred  by  Philly  cops  when  a 
bomb  was  dropped  on  their  living  quar- 
ters. After  more  than  three  decades  of 
unjust  incarceration,  these  innocent  pris- 
oners are  routinely  turned  down  at  parole 
hearings.  None  have  been  released. 

Lynne  Stewart  is  a radical  lawyer  sen- 
tenced to  ten  years  for  defending  her  cli- 
ent, a blind  Egyptian  cleric  imprisoned  for 
an  alleged  plot  to  blow  up  New  York  City 
landmarks  in  the  early  1990s.  For  this 
advocate  known  for  defense  of  Black  Pan- 
thers, radical  leftists  and  others  reviled  by 
the  capitalist  state,  her  sentence  may  well 
amount  to  a death  sentence  as  she  is  73 
years  old  and  suffers  from  breast  cancer. 
Originally  sentenced  to  28  months,  her 
resentencing  more  than  quadrupled  her 
prison  time  in  a loud  affirmation  by  the 
Obama  administration  that  there  will  be 
no  letup  in  the  massive  attack  on  demo- 
cratic rights  under  the  “war  on  terror." 
This  year  her  appeal  of  the  onerous  sen- 
tence was  turned  down. 

Jaan  Laaman  and  Thomas  Manning 
are  the  two  remaining  anti-imperialist 
activists  known  as  the  Ohio  7 still  in 
prison,  convicted  for  their  roles  in  a radi- 
cal group  that  took  credit  for  bank  “expro- 
priations” and  bombings  of  symbols  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  such  as  military  and 
corporate  offices,  in  the  late  1970s  and 
’80s.  Before  their  arrests  in  1984  and 
1985,  the  Ohio  7 were  targets  of  massive 
manhunts.  Their  children  were  kidnapped 
at  gunpoint  by  the  Feds. 

The  Ohio  7’s  politics  were  once  shared 
by  thousands  of  radicals  during  the  Viet- 
nam antiwar  movement  and  by  New  Left- 
ists who  wrote  off  the  possibility  of  win- 
ning the  working  class  to  a revolutionary 
continued  on  page  6 
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In  lead-up  to  elections,  ongoing  capitalist  crisis  devastates  workers,  poor.  Left:  Line  at  job  fair,  Los  Angeles,  August  17.  Right:  Girl  at  food  bank  in  impoverished 
Utica,  New  York,  May  15. 


Elections  2012: 


Wall  Street  Democrat  vs. 
Wall  Street  Republican 


For  a Workers  Party  That 
Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 


This  part  concludes  this  article. 

Part  One  appeared  in  WV  No.  1011 
(26  October). 

The  “Southern  Strategy”  [by 
which  the  Republican  Party  attracted 
white  Southern  Democratic  voters  in 
the  wake  of  the  civil  rights  strug- 
gles] may  be  associated  with  the 
Republicans,  but  the  rightward  turn  in 
this  country  really  kicked  into  gear  with 
the  Democratic  Party  administration  of 
Jimmy  Carter.  Coming  to  office  in  1977, 
the  Carter  administration  kicked  off  an 


PART  TWO 


onslaught  of  domestic  social  reaction  and 
the  renewal  of  the  Cold  War  drive  against 
the  Soviet  Union. 

A primary  concern  was  to  reverse  the 
economic  decline  of  American  imperi- 
alism. By  the  1970s,  the  arrogant  U.S. 
rulers  had  let  their  industrial  infrastruc- 
ture become  technologically  obsolete. 
Particularly  with  the  economy  distorted 
by  defense  spending  for  the  Vietnam 
War,  the  U.S.  no  longer  was  the  world’s 
undisputed  capitalist  powerhouse.  A good 
number  of  auto  and  steel  factories  were 
closed.  To  increase  profitability,  the  rul- 
ing class  moved  a good  deal  of  produc- 
tion to  low-wage  places  in  the  open  shop 
South  as  well  as  to  neocolonies  in  Latin 
America  and  Southeast  Asia.  The  ruling 
class  launched  a campaign  to  crack  down 
on  the  working  class. 

For  the  American  bourgeoisie,  the  radi- 
calism of  the  1960s — the  fight  for  black 
equality,  the  struggle  for  women’s  rights 
and  against  the  Vietnam  War — was  a dan- 
gerous bubble,  with  social  protest  threat- 
ening to  spill  over  into  an  aroused  labor 
movement.  A major  ideological  assault  was 
launched,  aimed  at  instilling  unquestioned 
acceptance  of  capitalism,  god  and  family, 
including  the  desirability  of  dying  for  one’s 
country.  The  “born  again”  Carter  brought 
religion  into  the  White  House.  As  school 
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busing  was  going  down  to  defeat  in  city 
after  city.  Carter  stoked  the  anti-busing, 
segregationist  backlash  by  proclaim- 
ing the  virtue  of  "ethnic  purity.”  Carter 
signed  the  Hyde  Amendment  cutting  off 
government  funding  for  abortions  for  poor 
women,  while  declaring  that  "there  are 
many  things  in  life  that  are  not  fair.”  He 
drafted  plans  to  break  a threatened  strike 
by  the  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  union, 
and  his  successor,  Reagan,  fired  the  entire 
PATCO  membership  of  12,000  when  they 
went  on  strike,  opening  the  way  for  what 
has  been  a one-sided  war  on  labor. 

Having  lost  the  presidency  to  Reagan 
and  George  Bush  the  First  in  the  1980s, 
the  Democratic  Leadership  Council  came 
up  with  a plan  to  win  back  white  racist 
voters.  In  1992  they  fielded  a ticket  with 
two  Southerners — Clinton  and  Gore. 
Clinton  promised  to  “end  welfare  as  we 
know  it,”  a promise  he  kept — something 
the  arch-conservative  Reagan  couldn’t 
accomplish.  The  Southern  and  Southwest- 
ern states  achieved  new  prominence.  This 
largely  non-union  region  contains  a big 
part  of  the  “bible  belt.”  whose  consider- 
able yahoo  fringe  became  a potent  politi- 
cal force.  Within  each  party,  the  former 
right  wing  became  the  mainstream. 

Capitalists’  Labor  Lieutenants 

No  less  than  the  Republicans,  the  Dem- 
ocrats are  a capitalist  party,  a political 
vehicle  for  the  filthy  rich,  racist  capital- 
ist rulers.  Structurally  part  of  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  the  labor  bureaucracy  acts  as 
the  political  agents  of  the  capitalist  class 
within  the  workers  movement.  Presiding 
over  the  decimation  of  the  unions  they  sit 
atop,  the  “labor  statesmen”  work  harder 
and  harder  to  keep  an  increasingly  frus- 
trated base  in  the  Democratic  Party  fold. 
Since  the  2000  election  cycle,  the  AFL- 
CIO  has  ponied  up  at  least  a billion  dol- 
lars for  the  Democrats  while  doing  next 
to  nothing  to  organize  the  unorganized 
or  to  prepare  and  support  strike  action  to 
defend  unions  from  a bipartisan  capitalist 
onslaught.  How  about  this  for  a souvenir 
at  the  next  AFL-CIO  convention:  "My 


union  federation  spent  hundreds  of  mil- 
lions on  the  Democrats  and  all  I got  was 
this  lousy  T-shirt.” 

The  bosses  and  their  state  have  been 
taking  it  to  what's  left  of  the  organized 
labor  movement.  The  past  two  years  have 
seen  an  increased  use  of  the  tactic  of 
locking  out  union  workers.  At  the  height 
of  this  summer’s  heat  wave,  New  York’s 
giant  Con  Edison  utility  locked  out  over 
8,500  utility  workers  for  nearly  four 
weeks.  Members  of  the  United  Steel- 
workers were  locked  out  for  13  weeks  by 
Cooper  Tire  & Rubber  Co.  in  Ohio.  After 
more  than  a year,  workers  at  American 
Crystal  Sugar  in  North  Dakota  and  other 
states  remain  on  the  street,  and  Oakland 
Teamsters  at  Waste  Management  Inc.  have 
been  locked  out  since  July  as  well. 

The  pro-capitalist  union  tops  have  over- 
whelmingly met  this  onslaught  with  the 
same  prostration  they  perfected  in  past 
decades.  In  a bitter  and  ominous  defeat  for 
labor,  on  August  17  a 15-week-long  strike 
against  the  Caterpillar  corporation  by  780 
members  of  International  Association  of 
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Machinists  and  Aerospace  Workers 
Local  Lodge  851  in  Joliet,  Illinois, 
ended  when  workers  narrowly  voted 
to  accept  a draconian  two-tier  con- 
tract. With  company  profits  at  an 
all-time  high,  the  company  got  wage 
freezes  for  most  workers,  while  the 
contract  also  doubles  health  care  pre- 
miums, weakens  seniority  rights  and  elim- 
inates the  defined-benefit  pension  plan. 

And  it’s  not  like  there  isn’t  anger  and 
will  to  fight  out  there.  In  Chicago,  public 
school  teachers,  perhaps  the  most  vilified 
sector  of  the  labor  movement,  struck  and 
held  firm  for  seven  days  at  the  start  of  the 
school  year.  For  a couple  of  September 
days  last  year,  in  Longview.  Washington, 
the  ILWU  longshore  workers  union  and 
its  allies  flexed  their  muscle  in  the  kind 
of  labor  action  not  seen  in  this  country 
for  decades.  Mass  pickets  mobilized  to 
block  trains  bringing  grain  into  the  scab 
terminal,  and  ports  in  the  region  were 
shut  down  for  a day.  Longshoremen  from 
throughout  the  Pacific  Northwest  poured 
into  Longview.  Ultimately  the  union  held 
the  line  but  ended  up  with  a concession- 
ary contract  that  could  embolden  the 
bosses  in  future  struggles. 

As  the  Wisconsin  legislature  debated  a 
law  last  year  to  strip  collective  bargaining 
rights  from  public  workers,  some  100,000 
pro-union  demonstrators  flooded  the  streets 
continued  on  page  4 
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Democrats  embrace  social  and  racist 
reaction.  Left:  “Born  again’’  Jimmy  Carter 
at  pulpit  before  1976  election.  Right:  Bill 
Clinton  signing  1996  bill  to  "end  welfare 
as  we  know  It." 
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WV  Photo 

NYC  Labor  Day  rally  amid  1981  PATCO  air  traffic  controllers  strike.  Government 
smashing  of  PATCO  union  opened  door  to  nationwide  anti-labor  offensive. 


Elections... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

of  Madison,  the  state  capital.  The  teach- 
ers unions  organized  sick-outs,  causing 
schools  to  close  across  the  state.  But  there 
was  no  strike  action.  The  labor  leader- 
ship worked  overtime  to  divert  workers’ 
militancy  into  Democratic  Party  elec- 
tioneering, centrally  through  a campaign 
to  recall  Republican  legislators  as  well 
as  the  union-busting  governor  Walker — 
which  failed. 

Parroting  the  bosses,  the  union  bureau- 
crats have  told  their  members  that  sacri- 
fice is  needed  to  assure  the  continued 
profitability  of  American  industry  against 
foreign  competition.  Obama  has  gone 
after  Romney  for  “outsourcing  American 
jobs”  as  head  of  Bain  Industries  in  the 
1980s.  As  he  set  out  on  a campaign  swing 
in  the  Midwest  a few  weeks  ago,  Obama 
announced  that  his  administration  was 
bringing  its  second  lawsuit  in  two  months 
(the  eighth  since  he  took  office)  against 
what  the  U.S.  calls  China’s  unfair  trade 
practices,  this  one  targeting  the  export 
of  automobiles.  Such  chauvinist  appeals 
have  been  used  to  sell  givebacks  in  health 
insurance  coverage,  work  rules,  seniority 
rights  and  wage  scales.  Wages  have  been 
reduced  to  near  Walmart  levels  by  the 
infamous  “two  tier”  system,  leading  many 
embittered  younger  members  to  call  into 
question  the  value  of  unions  at  all. 

Labor  and  the  Fight  for 
Immigrant  Rights 

Just  as  the  union  tops  line  up  with  a wing 
of  the  capitalist  rulers  in  mobilizing  Ameri- 
can workers  against  their  working-class 
allies  abroad,  they  are  aligned  with  the 
administration  in  screaming  that  immi- 
grants are  stealing  “American  jobs.”  The 
capitalist-imperialist  rulers  see  in  immi- 
grant workers  a pool  of  labor  to  be  brutally 
exploited  and  deprived  of  the  most  funda- 
mental rights.  While  much  of  the  bour- 
geoisie wants  to  preserve  this  cheap  and 
vulnerable  labor  pool  to  ratchet  up  the  rate 
of  exploitation  of  all  workers,  the  openly 
nativist  wing  that  is  behind  the  spate  of 
anti-immigrant  laws  rants  that  Ameri- 
can culture — by  which  they  mean  white 
Anglo-Saxon  Protestant  culture — is  being 
overrun  by  those  from  south  of  the  border. 
They  particularly  mean  Mexico,  which  had 
one-half  of  its  land  including  Texas  stolen 
by  the  U.S. 

Thanks  to  the  nativist  bigots,  Obama 
and  the  Democrats  are  able  to  posture  as 
friends  of  immigrants,  winning  70  per- 
cent of  the  Latino  vote  last  time  around. 
They  are  way  ahead  in  the  polls  once 
again,  despite  carrying  on  a coldly  more 
effective  policy  than  the  Bush  adminis- 
tration of  sealing  the  borders,  rounding 
up  brown-skinned  people  and  deporting 
those  here  without  papers. 

It  is  important  to  combat  anti-immigrant 
chauvinism  in  the  working  class  and 
especially  among  black  workers,  while 
the  immigrant-derived  proletariat  must 
understand  that  anti-black  racism  remains 
the  touchstone  of  social  reaction  in  this 
country.  As  we  wrote  nearly  40  years  ago 
in  “Immigration  and  the  Class  Struggle" 
(WV'No.  41,29  March  1974): 

“It  is  in  the  interests  of  the  working 
class  to  back  the  fight  of  undocumented 
workers  for  their  rights,  because  undocu- 
mented workers  will  otherwise  continue 
to  be  used  as  a weapon  against  the  rest 
of  the  working  class.  Those  in  desperate, 
illegal  situations  are  more  difficult  to 
organize  and  must  accept  lower  wages. 
Unfortunately,  labor  does  not  always  see 
its  real  interests  so  dearly.  It  is  led  today 
by  bureaucrats  who  not  only  accept,  but 
actively  enforce,  the  capitalist  ‘rules  of 
the  game’  in  which  unemployment  and 
high  profits  are  automatically  accepted 
as  natural.... 

"In  fact,  as  long  as  the  labor  movement 
accepts  unemployment  it  will  remain 
divided  against  itself.  Instead  of  fighting 
for  more  jobs  it  will  fight  against  those  it 
sees  as  threatening  the  jobs  it  has.  And 
the  bosses  will  use  this  fight  quite  skill- 
fully against  the  working  class,  breaking 
strikes  and  pushing  down  wages.  The 
solution  to  the  problem  of  both  U.S.-born 
and  immigrant  workers  lies  in  overthrow- 
ing the  system  which  creates  unemploy- 
ment and  perpetuates  poverty.... 

“It  is  not  enough  to  provide  an  alternative 


to  the  capitalist  parties.  There  must  be  an 
alternative  to  capitalist  politics .“ 

In  the  late  1950s,  35  percent  of  work- 
ers were  unionized — today  it’s  under  12 
percent.  The  only  way  the  labor  move- 
ment can  be  revitalized  is  by  returning 
to  the  road  of  class  struggle.  Immediately 
posed  is  the  fight  to  organize  the  mass 
of  unorganized  workers,  particularly 
in  the  "right  to  work”  South.  This  will 
require  actively  combating  black  oppres- 
sion, long  used  by  the  capitalists  to  divide 
and  weaken  labor  as  a whole.  Against  the 
government’s  anti-immigrant  crackdown, 
which  has  derailed  one  organizing  cam- 
paign after  another,  the  union  movement 
must  fight  for  full  citizenship  rights  for 
all  immigrants.  Key  to  all  such  battles  is 
the  fight  for  the  political  independence  of 
the  workers  from  the  capitalists  and  their 
government  and  political  parties. 

Racism  and  Patronage  Politics 

I wasn’t  much  of  a student  and  actually 
peaked  in  the  first  grade.  One  of  the  few 
things  I recall  from  my  early  education 
was  the  textbook  characterization  of  the 
early  Democratic  Party  as  representing 
the  interests  of  the  working  man  and  the 
Republicans  as  representing  the  unbridled 
greed  of  the  rich.  I am  sure  you  are  aware 
that  the  Democratic  Party  that  was  being 
portrayed  as  the  champion  of  the  down- 
trodden was  the  party  of  slavery  and  the 
defeat  of  Reconstruction;  the  party  of  Jim 
Crow  segregation  and  KKK  terror. 

We  had  a very  interesting  series  of 
articles  in  Workers  Vanguard  called 
“Wall  Street  and  the  War  Against  Labor." 
which  is  reprinted  in  our  pamphlet  on  the 
economy,  Karl  Marx  Was  Right:  Capital- 
ist Anarchy  and  the  Immiseration  of  the 
Working  Class.  The  articles  made  the 
point  that  sundry  left-populist  movements 
that  have  existed  in  the  U.S.  have  been 
absorbed  by  the  Democrats.  Since  I keep 
using  the  word  populism,  I should  define 
what  it  is,  which  is  nothing  but  the  doc- 
trine that  if  the  little  people  get  together 
and  democratically  elect  representatives 
of  the  little  people,  the  government  will 
carry  out  their  will.  It  is  nothing  less  than 
a doctrine  of  profound  illusions  in  the 
capitalist  state. 

The  Democratic  Party  has  played  a 
critical  role  in  maintaining  the  divisions 
within  the  working  class,  while  at  the 
same  time  fostering  the  belief  within  each 
of  these  constituencies  that  it  is  the  politi- 
cal vehicle  through  which  their  particular 
needs  and  interests  can  be  realized.  The 
patronage  machines  and  political  bosses 
of  yesterday  may  be  gone,  or  significantly 
attenuated,  and  the  ethnic  constituencies 
may  have  changed  a bit,  but  the  Demo- 
crats still  play  this  same  game,  which  is 
instrumental  to  capitalist  rule  in  the  U.S. 

The  quintessence  of  such  political  ma- 
chines was  Chicago  under  Mayor  Richard 
Daley.  It  was  such  patronage  that  made 
Chicago  known  as  Segregation  City.  Yet 
the  black  component  of  that  machine,  led 
by  Harold  Washington  (who  later  became 
the  city’s  first  black  mayor  in  1983),  always 
dutifully  delivered  the  black  vote  for  the 
party’s  candidates.  Should  any  of  Wash- 
ington’s black  constituents  have  sought  to 


relocate  their  families  to  another  Demo- 
cratic Party  stronghold,  they  would  more 
likely  have  been  met  with  firebombs  than 
a welcome  wagon.  Daley  insured  that  there 
was  never  an  attempt  to  implement  school 
busing.  To  a greater  or  lesser  degree,  this 
type  of  political  machine  was  replicated 
in  cities  across  the  North  and  remains  the 
norm  to  this  day,  with  Latinos  becoming  a 
key  part  of  the  Democratic  Party  structure 
in  cities  like  New  York,  L.A.  and  others. 

In  the  early  19th  century,  the  Demo- 
cratic Party,  then  dominated  by  the  South- 
ern slavocracy,  gained  support  among  the 
Irish  Catholic  immigrants  who  made 
up  the  bulk  of  unskilled  urban  workers 
in  the  North  before  the  Civil  War.  The 
Democrats  combined  a posture  of  hostil- 
ity toward  the  Yankee  ruling  elite  with 
racist  demagogy  that  the  abolition  of  slav- 
ery would  result  in  black  freedmen  tak- 
ing their  jobs  and  driving  down  wages. 
Following  the  Civil  War,  the  Democrats 
benefited  from  growing  support  among 
Midwestern  farmers,  especially  those  of 
German  ancestry,  along  with  foreign-born 
Catholics.  In  industrial  states,  immigrants 
from  Ireland  and  Germany  filled  facto- 
ries and  voted  Democratic,  many  of  them 
alienated  by  the  Republicans’  pursuit  of 
some  rights  for  black  people,  who  were 
seen  as  competition  in  the  job  market. 

Populism  and  the  Democrats 

As  described  by  Mike  Davis  in  Pris- 
oners of  the  American  Dream: 

"The  cooptation  of  individual  labor  lead- 
ers was  facilitated  by  the  revolution  in 
American  city  government  that  occurred 
in  the  1880s  as  an  aspirant  petty  bour- 
geoisie of  Irish — and  occasionally  Ger- 
man— extraction  began  to  take  municipal 
power  from  old  Yankee  elites....  Local 
trade-union  leaders — especially  in  the 
Irish-dominated  building  trades — were 
often  key  links  in  cementing  machine 
control  as  well  as  principal  beneficiaries 
of  political  sinecures.  The  overall  effect 
of  this  ‘spoils  system’  was  to  corrupt 
labor  leadership,  substitute  paternalism 
for  worker  self-reliance,  and.  through  the 
formation  of  ethnic  patronage  monopo- 
lies. keep  the  poorer  strata  of  the  working 
class  permanently  divided." 

In  a Congressional  debate  following  the 
1893  economic  collapse,  Nebraska’s  Wil- 
liam Jennings  Bryan  declared,  “Today 
the  Democratic  party  stands  between  two 
great  forces,  each  inviting  its  support.... 
On  one  side  stands  the  corporate  interests 
of  the  nation,  its  moneyed  institutions,  its 
aggregations  of  wealth  and  capital,  impe- 
rious. arrogant,  compassionless....  On  the 
other  side  stands  the  unnumbered  throng 
which  give  a name  to  the  Democratic 
party  and  for  which  it  has  assumed  to 
speak."  The  "side”  of  corporate  interests 
was  led  by  President  Grover  Cleveland. 
Tales  of  Cleveland’s  contempt  for  the  poor 
were  legion,  including  one  joke  describing 
Cleveland  confronting  a man  eating  the 
White  House  front  lawn,  who  explained 
he  was  unemployed  and  hungry.  Cleveland 
suggested,  "Why  don’t  you  go  around  to 
the  back  yard?  The  grass  is  longer  there." 

Three  years  later,  that  same  Bryan 
headed  the  Democratic  Party’s  presiden- 
tial ticket  and  won  as  well  the  endorse- 
ment of  the  populist  People’s  Party, 
largely  under  the  illusion  that  Populist 


leader  Tom  Watson  would  be  Bryan’s 
running  mate.  This  paved  the  road  for 
the  fusion  of  the  Populists  back  into  the 
Democratic  Party.  But  the  populist  Bryan 
selected  bank  president  and  railroad 
director  Arthur  Sewall. 

The  Populists  were  initially  a multiracial 
movement,  encompassing  poor  white  and 
black  farmers  as  well  as  small  business- 
men. But  the  heroic  efforts  of  its  organ- 
izers in  the  South  were  defeated  when  the 
local  ruling  class  and  its  Democratic  Party 
enforcers  launched  a wave  of  racist  dema- 
gogy and  violence.  Having  made  their  way 
back  into  their  Democratic  Party  home, 
many  Populist  leaders,  such  as  Watson, 
turned  against  impoverished  blacks  and 
openly  embraced  racism.  Watson  him- 
self became  an  outspoken  champion  of 
lynching.  On  the  other  hand,  the  Populist 
movement  also  included  people  who  would 
become  key  figures  in  the  labor  and  social- 
ist movements,  such  as  Eugene  V.  Debs. 

The  New  Deal  Coalition 

In  the  North,  ethnic  ward  politics 
remained  a constant  of  the  Democratic 
Party,  which  increasingly  won  support  of 
the  young  labor  movement.  The  support 
of  Samuel  Gompers’  American  Federa- 
tion of  Labor  was  instrumental  in  the  1912 
election  of  the  patrician  "progressive" 
Woodrow  Wilson,  the  former  president  of 
Princeton  University  and  a staunch  seg- 
regationist. Gompers  played  a key  role  in 
winning  labor  support  for  U.S.  entry  into 
the  first  imperialist  World  War.  In  1919- 
20,  Wilson’s  administration  launched  the 
first  anti-red  witchhunt,  the  Palmer  Raids, 
named  for  his  attorney  general,  in  which 
thousands  of  foreign-born  communists, 
anarchists  and  socialists  were  deported. 

This  coalition  was  later  consolidated  in 
the  New  Deal  of  Franklin  Delano  Roo- 
sevelt. The  New  Deal  coalition,  which  is 
today  hailed  by  most  liberals  and  leftists, 
included  pro-Communist  labor  organ- 
izers, liberals  and  black  leaders  in  the 
North  and  racist  Dixiecrats  and  Klansmen 
in  the  South.  Key  to  the  New  Deal  was  an 
attempt  to  protect  U.S.  capitalism  against 
growing  radicalization  and  labor  struggle. 
New  Deal  reforms  such  as  the  National 
Labor  Relations  Act,  which  made  it  easier 
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Chicago’s  first  black  mayor,  Demo- 
crat Harold  Washington,  presided 
over  massive  cutbacks,  strikebreak- 
ing in  1980s. 

to  organize  unions,  or  the  Works  Progress 
Administration,  which  carried  out  public 
works,  were  aimed  at  stabilizing  capital- 
ism by  tying  the  new,  powerful  industrial 
unions,  grouped  in  the  Congress  of  Indus- 
trial Organizations  (CIO),  to  the  capitalist 
system.  On  the  part  of  the  CIO  tops,  the 
social  democrats  and  Stalinized  Commu- 
nist Party,  the  New  Deal  coalition  was  a 
betrayal  of  the  interests  of  the  working 
class,  heading  off  the  evident  possibility 
of  forging  an  independent  workers  party. 

Now,  I said  that  our  opposition  to  the 
Democrats  is  a class  opposition  to  any 
capitalist  party.  So  what  precisely  is 
meant  by  “class”?  In  this  country,  where 
the  most  rapacious  imperialist  ruling  class 
wields  the  purest  ideology  of  raw,  naked 
exploitation  of  any  advanced  capitalist 
country,  there’s  a longstanding  obfusca- 
tion of  what  class  means.  In  a 1948  article 
in  the  Militant,  our  forebears  in  the  then- 
Trotskyist  Socialist  Workers  Party  wrote: 
"The  biggest  political  myth  the  ruling 
capitalists  are  trying  to  sell  to  the  work- 
ers is  that  this  country  is  different  from 
any  in  history,  that  here  there  are  no  real 
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Spartacists  at  populist 
Occupy  protest 
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Democratic  Party 
pressure  politics. 


class  divisions,  and.  therefore,  no  basis 
for  class  politics.  ..  But  all  politics  is  class 
politics.  It  is  to  the  interests  of  the  ruling 
capitalists  and  their  various  agents  and 
dupes  to  conceal  this  elementary  fact  of 
the  realities  of  political  life." 

The  capitalists,  their  agents  and  dupes 
are  still  at  it.  Donning  his  populist  hat  for  a 
few  months.  Obama  has  resurrected  him- 
self as  the  champion  of  the  “middle  class." 
Echoing  their  Commander-in-Chief,  the 
labor  tops  appeal  not  for  labor  action  but 
to  broad  public  opinion  by  describing  the 
war  on  the  unions  as  attacks  on  the  middle 
class.  In  the  1950s  and  ’60s,  a middle-aged 
white  industrial  worker  could  be  excused 
for  believing  in  the  “American  Dream  ” 
living  in  a suburban  home  with  an  afford- 
able government-subsidized  mortgage 
and  driving  a late-model  car.  Some  may 
have  added  a Harley,  others  maybe  even 
took  up  golf,  with  their  children  attending 
state  universities  or  city  colleges  with  low 
tuition.  (For  black  people,  of  course,  it  has 
always  been  an  American  nightmare,  as 
Malcolm  X described,  even  for  a unionized 
black  worker  in  the  Northeast  or  Midwest, 
who  was  more  likely  to  live  in  an  inner-city 
ghetto  than  in  a tree-lined  suburb.) 

That  was  a short  period  based  on  a 
particular  set  of  circumstances.  By  1945, 
one-third  of  nonagricultural  labor  was  in 
unions.  The  international  dominance  of 
U.S.  imperialism,  secured  through  the 
devastation  of  its  imperialist  rivals  Ger- 
many and  Japan  in  World  War  II,  made 
possible  some  substantial  improvement 
in  the  material  conditions  of  the  work- 
ing class.  But  the  industrial  economies  of 
Germany  and  Japan  eventually  recovered 
from  the  devastation  of  WWI1  and  made 
deep  inroads  in  world  markets,  including 
the  American  market,  and  started  to  sur- 
pass the  U.S.  By  the  late  1960s,  U.S.  wages 
were  stagnating  and  good  jobs  were  soon 
to  become  scarce,  especially  for  young 
workers.  The  deterioration  of  conditions 
for  unionized  industrial  workers  shows 
that  whatever  gains  they  had  made  was 
the  best  that  American  capitalism  could 
offer — and  those  days  are  long  gone. 

This  past  year  and  a half  has  added 
to  the  political  lexicon  the  “99  percent" 
versus  the  “1  percent."  This  was  the  man- 
tra of  the  fleeting  Occupy  movement. 
For  months,  the  Occupy  trademark  was 
affixed  to  just  about  any  political  activ- 
ity called  by  the  reformists:  “Occupy  the 
Hood,"  “Occupy  the  Justice  Department,” 
even  protesting  mass  incarceration  by 
calling  to  “Occupy  the  Prisons" — some- 
thing the  capitalist  rulers  would  be  very 
happy  to  accommodate.  It  got  to  the  point 
where  I was  wondering  if  Robert  De  Niro’s 
next  movie  would  be  “Occupy  This.”  Not 
surprisingly,  as  the  elections  near  you  no 
longer  hear  about  Occupy,  largely  because 
as  we  predicted,  such  an  amorphous,  pop- 
ulist movement  could  in  the  main  only 
occupy  the  Democratic  Party. 

It  is  false  that  99  percent  of  the  popu- 
lation, which  includes  such  diverse  strata 
as  the  unemployed,  technicians,  computer 
programmers,  dentists,  and  direct  agents  of 
the  state — cops,  security  guards,  judges — 
as  well  as  real  workers,  share  common 
interests.  We  start  from  the  Marxist  under- 
standing that  society  is  divided  into  two 
main  classes:  The  bourgeoisie — that  is, 
the  tiny  group  of  families  (more  like  the 
.001  percent)  that  own  the  banks,  industry, 
mines,  newspapers,  telecommunications — 
and  the  proletariat — that  is,  the  vast  major- 
ity of  society  who  must  sell  their  labor 
power  to  the  capitalists  in  order  to  live.  It  is 
the  labor  of  the  working  class  that  creates 
just  about  all  of  the  wealth  of  this  society. 

The  interests  of  these  two  classes  are 
diametrically  counterposed — they  cannot 
be  reconciled.  The  capitalist  state  is,  at 
bottom,  organized  violence  to  protect  the 
class  rule  and  profits  of  the  bourgeoisie.  At 
the  core  of  the  state  are  armed  bodies  of 
men — the  cops,  military,  courts  and  pris- 
ons. The  state  cannot  be  made  to  work  in 
the  interests  of  the  exploited  or  oppressed. 
Social  gains  and  political  reforms  that 
have  benefited  workers  and  the  oppressed 
were  not  won  through  the  ballot  or  in  the 
courtroom  but  were  the  product  of  tumul- 
tuous class  and  social  struggle.  Gains  that 
have  been  won  by  unions,  often  in  pitched 
battles,  have  immediately  come  under 


attack  before  the  ink  is  dry  on  the  con- 
tract, which,  as  the  bosses  recognize,  is 
but  a momentary  truce  in  an  ongoing  class 
war.  Similarly,  the  capitalist  rulers  set 
about  dismantling  those  formal  political 
and  legal  rights  that  resulted  from  the  civil 
rights  and  women’s  movements  as  soon  as 
they  were  attained.  No  democratic  rights 
are  secure  under  capitalism. 

Reformist  Left: 

Democrats’  Fifth  Wheel 

Lending  what  little  authority  they  may 
have  to  the  miseducation  of  young  radicals 
is  the  reformist  left.  Before  talking  about 
their  posture  toward  Occupy,  it  is  worth 
reviewing  their  take  on  the  elections. 

Four  years  ago,  the  Workers  World  Party 
(WWP)  stated:  “The  election  victory  of 
Barack  Obama  will  go  down  in  history  as 
a triumphant  step  forward  in  the  struggle 
against  racism  and  national  oppression  in 
the  U.S."  ( Workers  World,  14  November 
2008).  Now  in  an  editorial  titled  “Stay  in 
the  Streets"  ( Workers  World,  29  August), 
the  WWP  declares,  “Workers  World  is 
for  socialism- — where  the  workers,  not 
the  billionaires,  own  the  means  of  produc- 
tion. This  will  take  a titanic  struggle  by 
the  masses  of  people  who  have  nothing  to 
lose  but  their  chains.  One  of  those  chains 
is  the  two-party  political  system.” 

Look  carefully:  Helping  wield  those 
chains  is  the  same  Workers  World  Party, 
which  has  a decades-long  history  of  sup- 
porting black  Democrats,  going  back  to 
Harold  Washington,  Jesse  Jackson  and  A1 
Sharpton.  The  latest  object  of  their  affec- 
tions is  Brooklyn’s  Charles  Barron,  who 
they  supported  in  the  Democratic  primary 
for  Congress  in  2006.  Workers  World 
also  supported  Barron’s  2010  campaign 
for  governor  on  the  ticket  of  the  stillborn 
Freedom  Party,  which  they  deceitfully 
described  as  “a  break  from  the  imperi- 
alist Democratic  Party.”  This  year,  they 
again  supported  Barron’s  efforts  to  be  the 
Democrats'  candidate  for  Congress. 

Also  upon  Obama’s  election,  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO) 
threw  an  election  night  party  in  Harlem 
to  “celebrate  the  end  of  far  too  many  years 
of  Republican  rule”  and  to  discuss  “what 
can  activists  do  to  press  their  demands  on 
the  next  administration?”  Today,  the  ISO 
describes  the  Democratic  Party  as  the 
"graveyard  of  social  movements.”  They 
easily  could  have  added,  “Pass  the  shovel." 

Then  there’s  the  Maoist  Freedom  Road 
Socialist  Organization  in  New  York.  A 
recent  polemic  against  them  in  the  Young 
Spartacus  pages  in  WV  that  pointed  to 
their  electoral  support  to  Obama  in  2008 
struck  quite  a nerve.  In  response,  one  of 
their  leaders  protested  that  their  organi- 
zation didn’t  support  Obama,  it  was  just 
most  of  their  leadership.  In  terms  of  the 
Freedom  Road  split-off  in  the  Midwest 
that  publishes  Fight  Back!,  this  is  what 
they  have  to  say:  “We  know  that  many 
activists... are  likely  to  continue  to  vote 
for  the  lesser  of  two  evils"  (fightbacknews. 
org,  12  August).  And  what  do  they  think 
about  that?  “In  terms  of  voting  in  the  pres- 
idential election,  it  is  better  to  vote  against 
Romney,  especially  in  swing  .states.  In 
other  states  like  California,  the  Republi- 
cans are  unlikely  to  win.  In  these  cases, 
it  would  be  positive  to  have  a strong  third 
party  vote  total.”  They  add,  "Our  faith  and 
our  future  are  in  the  people’s  struggle,  not 
the  ballot  box." 


Of  course,  all  these  groups  fawned  over 
Occupy.  Last  fall  the  ISO  wrote:  "The 
movement  is  already  a success  in  what  it 
has  done  to  revive  the  legitimacy  of  mass 
protest  and  establish  beginnings  of  a new 
radical  left  in  the  United  States.”  This  is 
the  present-day  watchword  of  the  heirs  of 
Eduard  Bernstein,  the  revisionist  leader  of 
German  Social  Democracy  a little  over  a 
century  ago,  who  declared,  “The  final 
goal,  no  matter  what  it  is,  is  nothing;  the 
movement  is  everything."  Bernstein  was 
characterized  by  the  great  Polish  Jew- 
ish revolutionary  Rosa  Luxemburg,  who 
wrote  in  1898-99  that  whatever  lip  serv- 
ice such  revisionists  may  pay  to  wanting 
socialism,  they  are  not  choosing  a differ- 
ent “road  to  the  same  goal,  but  a differ- 
ent goal.  Instead  of  taking  a stand  for  the 
establishment  of  a new  society  they  take 
a stand  for  surface  modification  of  the  old 
society."  This  certainly  fits  Bernstein’s 
modern-day  acolytes. 

History  has  shown  that  whether  it  be  the 
Occupy  kids,  the  antiwar  movements  led 
by  Workers  World  and  ISO  front  groups 
or  the  other  movements  that  episodically 
spring  up.  these  movements  can  only  be 
a tail  on  and  ultimately  be  subsumed  by 
the  Democrats  because  they  are  not  con- 
sciously directed  toward  the  formation 
of  an  independent  working-class  party  to 
lead  the  working  class  in  struggle  against 
capitalist  rule.  Invocation  of  the  “people’s 
struggle”  and  action  on  “the  streets"  is  lit- 
tle more  than  a conjurer’s  trick  to  pretty 
up  the  pro-Democratic  Party  pressure 
politics  common  to  all  the  reformists. 

Though  careful  not  to  explicitly  support 
a Democratic  Party  politician,  the  ISO 
speaks  for  them  all  in  promoting  activi- 
ties that  are  centered  not  on  advancing 
the  need  for  independent  working-class 
politics  leading  toward  socialist  revolu- 
tion but  on  pressuring  the  Democrats  to 
come  through.  At  a talk  in  January  2010 
on  "The  Left  and  Obama,”  leading  ISO 
member  Lance  Selfa  described  the  need 
to  "provide  a foundation  for  further  organ- 
ization to  pressure  the  government  to 
respond  to  the  progressive  majority  and 
not  to  the  loud  right-wing  minority.” 

In  a recent  interview,  Selfa  declared,  “If 
the  Democrats  know  that  activists  won’t 
hold  them  accountable  for  their  record — 
i.e.,  what  they  actually  do — they  have  no 
incentive  to  do  anything  the  left  might 
demand”  (socialistworker.org,  5 Septem- 
ber). On  such  political  foundations,  the 
ISO  has  supported  capitalist  third  par- 
ties, what  they  call  a “left  alternative," 


momentarily  standing  outside  Democratic 
Party  ranks.  Examples  are  Ralph  Nader  or 
their  own  member  Todd  Chretien  running 
a few  years  ago  on  the  ticket  of  the  Green 
Party,  a bourgeois  environmentalist  outfit 
whose  counterparts  in  Germany  were  part 
of  the  capitalist  government  that  joined 
the  U.S.  in  carrying  out  the  bombing  of 
tiny  Serbia  in  1999. 

The  1912  article  by  Lenin  that  I’ve  cited 
(“The  Results  and  Significance  of  the 
U.S.  Presidential  Elections")  addressed 
such  capitalist  third  parties.  Writing  about 
the  Bull  Moose  progressives  of  Theodore 
Roosevelt,  who  polled  over  four  million 
votes,  surpassing  the  Republican  Taft, 
Lenin  stated: 

“We  shall  save  capitalism  by  reforms, 
says  that  party.  We  shall  grant  the  most 
progressive  factory  legislation.  We  shall 
establish  state  control  over  all  the  trusts 
(in  the  U.S.A.  that  means  over  all  indus- 
tries!). We  shall  establish  state  control 
over  them  to  eliminate  poverty  and 
enable  everybody  to  earn  a ‘decent  wage.’ 
We  shall  establish  ‘social  and  industrial 
justice.’  We  revere  all  reforms — the  only 
'reform’  we  don’t  want  is  expropriation  of 
the  capitalists!" 

A Revolutionary  Perspective 

In  closing,  I have  an  observation  for 
someone  looking  around  at  the  world  and 
hating  what  he  sees  and  wanting  to  do 
something  fundamental  about  it.  Coming 
to  political  awareness  when  I did,  having 
grown  up  in  the  ’50s  and  ’60s,  had  an 
advantage  over  today.  We  had  the  benefit 
of  seeing  labor  when  it  was  more  likely  to 
use  its  muscle — like  the  1966  NYC  transit 
strike  that  shut  the  city  down  for  twelve 
days  and  won.  One  could  not  avoid  seeing 
the  question  of  black  oppression  as  central 
to  American  society.  And  you  also  had 
the  courageous  Vietnamese  workers  and 
peasants  fighting  to  defend  a social  revo- 
lution against  the  most  dangerous  impe- 
rialist power  in  the  world — and  winning. 

Most  important,  though,  was  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Soviet  Union,  a workers  slate 
that,  despite  its  bureaucratic  degeneration, 
showed  that  a different  type  of  society  was 
possible.  Many  of  those  seeking  to  change 
the  world  were  compelled  to  study  Marx- 
ism to  see  what  this  was  all  about.  Obvi- 
ously, most  of  those  young  activists  did 
not  choose  the  revolutionary  Marxist  path 
and  found  their  way  back  to  the  Demo- 
crats and  points  further  right,  thanks  in 
no  small  measure  to  the  same  reformists 
I’ve  referred  to.  But  with  the  destruction 
of  the  USSR  and  the  triumphalist  blaring 
of  the  “death  of  communism"  by  bour- 
geois ideologues,  you  don’t  see  the  same 
impulse  to  study  revolutionary  Marxism, 
and  the  idea  of  creating  a new  world  is 
gone.  In  its  place  is  left  a belief  that  the 
best  one  can  fight  for  is  a partial  ameliora- 
tion of  the  horrors  of  capitalism. 

But  just  as  medical  science,  despite 
being  confined  under  capitalism,  is  con- 
tinuously finding  new  cures  for  horrible 
illnesses,  such  as  the  recent  genetic  stud- 
ies that  pose  breakthroughs  in  treating 
certain  cancers,  Marxism  is  the  science  of 
the  development  of  society  through  class 
antagonism.  It  provides  the  framework  for 
rooting  out  the  cancer  of  capitalist  rule 
through  workers  revolution  and  finally 
bringing  a better  world  to  birth.  The  nec- 
essary instrumentality  to  make  that  happen 
remains,  as  Trotsky  eloquently  put  it,  "a 
party;  once  more  a party;  again  a party!”  ■ 
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Reuters 


October  29:  Paramedics  evacuate  patients  from  New  York  University  hospital 
after  backup  generators  failed  during  storm. 


Hurricane... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

of  the  capitalist  system  of  production  for 
profit.  As  the  five-year-long  financial  cri- 
sis grinds  on,  not  a few  of  those  trying  to 
pick  their  lives  back  up  are  unemployed 
or,  if  they  have  found  work,  are  stuck  in 
part-time  jobs  at  miserable  pay — one  of 
the  few  areas  of  job  growth  in  the  so- 
called  “recovery.” 

Every  natural  disaster  has  social  im- 
plications. Hurricane  Katrina  slammed 
smack  into  the  racial  oppression  that  is 
the  bedrock  of  the  American  capitalist 
system.  The  predominantly  black  popu- 
lation of  New  Orleans’  Ninth  Ward  was 
trapped  by  systematic  racial  segregation 
as  Katrina  hit.  They  were  left  to  drown  as 
the  cops  impeded  evacuation  attempts  and 
relief  efforts.  As  Hurricane  Sandy  devel- 
oped, people  in  Haiti  suffered  dispro- 
portionately. as  is  always  the  case  in  that 
wretchedly  impoverished  country  under 
U.S.  imperialism’s  heel.  Even  though 
Haiti  was  hit  only  by  the  storm’s  tail,  the 
death  toll  reached  54.  The  hurricane  left 
in  its  wake  a renewed  threat  of  cholera,  at 
a time  when  more  than  300,000  people 
in  the  capital  of  Port-au-Prince  are  still 
living  in  camps  for  those  displaced  by  the 
January  2010  earthquake. 

When  Sandy  hit  the  U.S.,  it  threw  its 
biggest  punches  mainly  at  waterfront  prop- 
erties along  the  Jersey  Shore,  Staten  Island, 
Coney  Island,  the  Rockaways  and  further 
east  on  Long  Island,  affecting  people  of 
all  races.  The  better-off  residents  of  those 
areas  are  used  to  having  the  social  serv- 
ices and  standard  of  living  that  all  people 
should  have.  The  deprivation,  danger  and 
neglect  they  suffer  today  offer  a bitter 
taste  of  what  life  is  like  for  minorities 
and  the  poor  in  the  U.S.  on  a daily  basis. 

Also  hard-hit  were  those  living  in  pub- 
lic housing  projects  that  were  constructed 
along  NYC  waterfront  areas  back  when 
those  plots  were  cheap  to  build  on,  in  a 
no  man’s  land  of  slaughterhouses,  facto- 
ries and  warehouses.  The  projects’  main- 
ly black  and  Latino  residents,  including 
many  elderly  and  infirm,  have  now  been 
entombed  for  almost  a week  in  high-rises 
without  elevators,  heat  or  water.  Some 
projects  have  been  ringed  with  a heavy 
police  presence  in  a show  of  intimidation 
and  repression.  Residents  are  surviving  on 
the  strength  of  their  ingenuity  and  soli- 
darity, making  communal  kitchens  with 
dwindling  food  supplies,  relying  on  the 
healthy  to  trudge  up  the  many  flights  of 
stairs  with  water,  guiding  those  trapped 
alone  to  the  comfort  of  company  through 
pitch-black  stairwells  and  corridors. 

Volunteer  efforts  have  been  crippled 
by  the  absence  of  both  gas  and  any  well- 
coordinated  plan  to  get  the  right  services 
and  supplies  where  they  are  needed. 
The  Bloomberg  administration,  for  one, 
decided  to  keep  Red  Cross  disaster  trucks 
safe  from  harm  by  parking  them  far  from 
the  city!  Volunteer  aid  cannot  begin  to 
substitute  for  the  resources  at  the  dis- 


posal of  federal,  state  and  municipal 
governments.  From  the  Jersey  Shore  to 
Long  Island,  people  have  been  screaming: 
Where’s  the  help  we  need  from  this  gov- 
ernment? This  government  is  the  execu- 
tive body  of  the  capitalist  ruling  class,  and 
its  priority  is  the  pursuit  of  private  profit, 
not  human  need.  The  authorities  are  pat- 
ting themselves  on  the  back  for  providing 
unusually  accurate  forecasts  about  the 
hurricane  and  issuing  mandatory  evacua- 
tion orders.  So  those  with  means  escaped 
to  the  comfort  of  their  second  homes  or 
to  hotel  rooms.  But  what  do  you  do  if 
you’re  poor  and  have  to  rely  on  nonex- 
istent public  transport?  At  best,  it  meant 
risking  your  well-being  in  a city  shelter 
overflowing  with  people  and  with  barely 
any  provisions. 

Capitalist  Bloodsuckers 

The  gas  shortages  that  had  drivers  fum- 
ing recalled  the  last  time  there  was  fuel 
rationing:  the  gas  crisis  of  the  mid  1970s. 
Then,  as  now,  market  calculations  inten- 
sified and  magnified  people’s  misery. 
As  we  wrote  in  “Expropriate  the  Energy 
Trusts!"  (WV  No.  145,  18  February  1977): 
“In  order  to  maximize  the  rate  of  profit, 
all  capitalists  therefore  seek  to  minimize 
unused  capacity  and  inventories.  That 
is  why  any  significant  change  in  natu- 
ral conditions — drought  or  flood,  arctic 
freeze  or  heat  wave — produces  under  the 
capitalist  mode  of  production  ‘emergen- 
cies’ for  which  adequate  preparations  and 
material  reserves  do  not  exist.” 

Profiteering  is  already  at  work  in  the 
wake  of  the  storm.  Lumber  futures  hit 
a 19-month  high,  and  stock  prices  for 
Home  Depot  and  Lowe’s  are  also  up. 
Devastated  homeowners  will  likely  have 
to  pay  more  for  building  supplies  due  to 
the  “magic  of  the  marketplace.”  There  is 


nothing  new  here.  Referring  to  the  Great 
Fire  of  1835,  which  destroyed  New  York 
City’s  financial  district,  Friedrich  Engels 
wrote  in  “Outlines  of  a Critique  of  Polit- 
ical Economy”  (1844):  “The  speculator 
always  counts  on  disasters,  particularly  on 
bad  harvests.  He  utilizes  everything — for 
instance,  the  New  York  fire  in  its  time — 
and  immorality’s  culminating  point  is  the 
speculation  on  the  Stock  Exchange,  where 
history,  and  with  it  mankind,  is  demoted 
to  a means  of  gratifying  the  avarice  of  the 
calculating  and  gambling  speculator.” 

Recently,  the  scoundrels  who  run  profit- 
bloated  Con  Ed  and  charge  exorbitant 
rates  for  electricity  announced  plans  for 
yet  another  steep  rate  increase.  These 
same  bosses,  backed  by  Governor  Cuomo, 
strong-armed  the  utility  workers  union  into 
making  major  concessions  to  end  the  lock- 
out this  summer,  giving  the  lie  to  the  union 
tops’  tired  refrain  that  Con  Ed  bosses  and 
workers  are  a “family.”  Electricity  is  not  a 
luxury;  it  is  a necessity  of  life.  Private  own- 
ership of  electrical  power  is  an  anachro- 
nism. Con  Ed  and  all  other  private  utilities 
should  be  expropriated  without  compen- 
sation— a task  for  a workers  government. 

From  New  Jersey  and  Pennsylvania 
to  New  England,  the  massive  rebuild- 
ing effort  cries  out  for  labor  to  organize 
the  unorganized  at  union  wages  and  full 
benefits.  Worker  safety  and  public  safety 
depend  on  organized  labor  flexing  its 
muscle  to  shut  down  unsafe  work  on 
the  spot.  The  harrowing  record  of  top- 
pling cranes  and  collapsed  scaffolding  in 
New  York  City  the  past  several  years  are 
deadly  evidence  of  the  low-bidder  system, 
cronyism  and  the  demise  of  union  power. 
A renewed  labor  movement  should  fight 
for  jobs  for  all , with  wages  fully  indexed 
to  inflation.  This  country  urgently  needs 
a massive  program  of  public  works  to 
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Holiday  Appeal... 

(continued  from  page  2) 

program  and  saw  themselves  as  an  auxil- 
iary of  Third  World  liberation  movements. 
But,  like  the  Weathermen  before  them, 
the  Ohio  7 were  spurned  by  the  “respect- 
able” left.  From  a proletarian  standpoint, 
the  actions  of  these  leftist  activists  against 
imperialism  and  racist  injustice  are  not  a 
crime.  They  should  not  have  served  a day 
in  prison. 

Ed  Poindexter  and  Wopashitwe 
Mondo  Eyen  we  Langa  are  former 
Black  Panther  supporters  and  leaders  of 
the  Omaha,  Nebraska.  National  Commit- 
tee to  Combat  Fascism.  They  were  vic- 
tims of  the  FBI’s  deadly  COINTELPRO 
operation  under  which  38  Black  Panther 
Party  members  were  killed  and  hundreds 
more  imprisoned  on  frame-up  charges. 
Poindexter  and  Mondo  were  railroaded 
to  prison  and  sentenced  to  life  for  a 1970 
explosion  that  killed  a cop,  and  they  have 
now  spent  more  than  40  years  behind 


rebuild  bridges,  roads,  housing,  mass 
transit  and  other  infrastructure.  Against 
all  manner  of  reformist  “socialists"  who 
argue  that  capitalism’s  priorities  should  be 
reordered  for  butter,  not  guns,  we  speak 
the  truth — it  will  take  a socialist  revolu- 
tion to  get  this  done,  and  to  aid  in  rebuild- 
ing Iraq  and  other  countries  around  the 
world  that  have  been  ravaged  by  U.S. 
imperialism. 

Build  a Workers  Party! 

The  workers  who  are  toiling  mightily  to 
get  this  region  running  again  know  they 
don’t  need  their  bosses,  much  less  FEMA 
or  any  other  branch  of  the  bosses’  govern- 
ment. to  tell  them  how  to  do  their  jobs.  In 
this  fact  is  the  germ  of  the  understanding 
that  the  working  class  has  the  capacity, 
through  its  collective  labor  and  organiza- 
tion, to  run  society  for  the  benefit  of  all. 

So  how  does  the  capitalist  profit  sys- 
tem, with  its  glaring  inequality  sepa- 
rating a tiny  handful  of  exploiters  from 
the  vast  majority,  keep  running?  Why  is 
there  abundant  and  growing  misery,  yet 
an  absence  of  class  struggle?  Fear,  hope- 
lessness, racial  and  ethnic  divisions  in  the 
working  class,  the  use  of  state  repression 
against  any  challenge  to  the  status  quo: 
these  are  part  of  the  answer.  Another 
fundamental  reason  is  false  conscious- 
ness— a deep  and  misplaced  belief  among 
working  people  in  the  lie  of  capitalist 
“democracy,"  reinforced  by  the  rulers’ 
"death  of  communism”  ideology. 

As  we  go  to  press,  those  among  the 
workers  and  poor  who  exercise  their  “free- 
dom” to  vote  will  help  choose  who  will 
exploit  and  repress  them  for  the  next  four 
years.  At  the  same  time,  there  is  justified 
fear  among  black  people  that  their  hard- 
won  right  to  vote  is  threatened. 

The  ideological  chains  that  bind  work- 
ers to  their  exploiters  are  reinforced  by 
their  misleaders  in  the  union  movement, 
the  labor  bureaucrats  whose  own  rela- 
tive positions  of  privilege  are  earned  as 
loyal  servants  to  the  capitalist  system. 
Every  union  has  a political  action  com- 
mittee that  takes  members’  dues  to  pro- 
mote Democratic  Party  politicians  (with  a 
nod  to  the  occasional  Republican  as  well). 
Those  dues  are  needed  for  strike  funds  and 
organizing  drives.  But  that  means  fighting 
for  a new,  class-struggle  leadership  of  the 
union  movement,  one  that  doesn’t  scrape 
and  bow  to  the  Democratic  Party. 

Every  worker  knows  the  importance  of 
having  the  right  tool  for  the  job  at  hand. 
If  we  are  to  have  a society  where  working 
people  can  enjoy  the  fruits  of  their  labor 
and  stop  paying  the  price  for  the  capital- 
ists who  have  looted  this  country’s  wealth, 
if  we  are  to  have  a rationally  planned  cen- 
tralized economy  that  will  lay  the  basis  for 
eradicating  poverty,  racial  oppression  and 
other  ills,  then  what  we  need  is  a workers 
government.  The  tool  to  achieve  that  is  a 
workers  party — a U.S.  section  of  a revo- 
lutionary international— that  fights  for  all 
the  exploited  and  oppressed.  Building  this 
party  is  the  task  to  which  the  Spartacist 
League  is  dedicated.  ■ 


bars.  Nebraska  courts  have  repeatedly 
denied  Poindexter  and  Mondo  new  tri- 
als despite  the  fact  that  a crucial  piece  of 
evidence  excluded  from  the  original  trial, 
a 911  audio  tape  long-suppressed  by  the 
FBI,  proved  that  testimony  of  the  state’s 
key  witness  was  perjured. 

Hugo  Pinell,  the  last  of  the  San  Quen- 
tin 6 still  in  prison,  has  been  in  solitary 
isolation  for  more  than  four  decades.  He 
was  a militant  anti-racist  leader  of  prison 
rights  organizing  along  with  George  Jack- 
son,  his  comrade  and  mentor,  who  was 
gunned  down  by  prison  guards  in  1971. 
Despite  numerous  letters  of  support  and 
no  disciplinary  write-ups  for  over  28 
years,  Pinell  was  again  denied  parole  in 
2009.  Now  in  his  60s,  Pinell  continues  to 
serve  a life  sentence  at  the  notorious  tor- 
ture chamber.  Pelican  Bay  Security  Hous- 
ing Unit  in  California,  a focal  point  for 
hunger  strikes  against  grotesquely  inhu- 
man conditions. 

Send  your  contributions  to:  PDC,  P.O. 
Box  99,  Canal  Street  Station,  New  York, 
NY  10013:  (212)  406-4252.  ■ 
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Mexico... 

(continued  from  page  8) 

L&zaro  Cardenas’s  populism — to  adopt 
neoliberal  “openness."  i.e..  privatization, 
anti-union  attacks  and  increased  political 
and  economic  subordination  to  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. At  the  same  time,  this  adaptable 
bourgeois  party  has  kept  its  old  links  with 
powerful  unions,  such  as  the  oil  work- 
ers union,  SUTERM  [national  electrical 
workers  union]  and  the  CTM  [Mexican 
Labor  Federation].  The  PRD.  which  was 
founded  by  former  PR  I members,  among 
them  AMLO  himself,  arose  after  1988, 
initially  through  the  Frente  Democr£tico 
Nacional  [National  Democratic  Front], 
as  a national-populist  alternative  to  keep 
worker  discontent  within  the  framework 
of  “democratic”  bourgeois  politics.  Now 
Morena  could  grab  the  populist  baton, 
though  it  might  simply  remain  a mere 
appendage  of  the  PRD. 

Neoliberalism  and  nationalist  popu- 
lism offer  no  way  forward  for  the  work- 
ing masses — both  are  capitalist  policies 
that  can  be  wielded  by  the  same  individu- 
als depending  on  the  circumstances.  The 
PRD,  just  like  the  PRI  and  the  PAN,  is 
a capitalist  party.  Through  its  conces- 
sions to  the  working  class  and  the  poor 
and  “anti-neoliberal”  rhetoric,  PRD  popu- 
lism seeks  to  preserve  this  brutal  system 
of  exploitation  and  oppression.  For  all  its 
nationalist  rhetoric,  the  PRD,  as  is  true 
of  the  Mexican  bourgeoisie  as  a whole, 
is  bound  by  a thousand  strings  to  its  U.S. 
imperialist  masters.  In  fact,  this  party 
does  not  even  oppose  NAFTA — the  treaty 
of  imperialist  rape  of  Mexico — and  seeks 
only  to  renegotiate  the  terms  of  subordi- 
nation to  the  imperialists,  leaning  on  the 
working  class  for  support  in  this  regard. 

It  is  necessary  to  break  the  ties  that  bind 
the  proletariat  to  the  supposedly  “progres- 
sive” bourgeoisie.  Chief  among  these  ties 
is  the  ideology  of  bourgeois  nationalism, 
which  obscures  class  divisions  and  pro- 
motes the  lie  that  the  exploiters  and  the 
exploited  share  common  interests.  This 
lie  not  only  keeps  the  proletariat  ideologi- 
cally chained  to  the  national  bourgeoisie 
but  also  prevents  it  from  seeing  the  class 
divide  beyond  the  borders,  particularly  in 
the  U.S.  The  main  potential  ally  of  the 
Mexican  working  class  is  the  powerful 
U.S.  proletariat,  which  must  also  break 
with  the  “national  unity”  promoted  by  its 
“own”  bourgeoisie.  For  joint  class  strug- 
gle on  both  sides  of  the  border! 

Basing  ourselves  on  the  experience  of 
the  Russian  Revolution  of  1917,  we  fight 
for  a workers  and  peasants  government 
through  socialist  revolution.  In  countries 
of  belated  capitalist  development  such  as 
Mexico,  only  the  seizure  of  power  by  the 
working  class — led  by  a revolutionary 
workers  party  and  marching  at  the  head 
of  the  desperate  peasant  and  urban  petty- 
bourgeois  masses — can  achieve  genuine 
national  liberation  through  the  expropria- 
tion of  the  national  bourgeoisie,  repudia- 
tion of  foreign  debt  and  the  international 
extension  of  the  revolution.  Socialist  rev- 
olution would  replace  bourgeois  democ- 
racy, which  actually  is  nothing  but  a sham 
for  the  workers  and  the  poor,  with  genu- 
ine democracy  for  the  exploited  and  the 
oppressed,  under  which  workers  and  poor 
peasants  would  rule  the  country  through 
soviets  (councils). 

With  the  devastating  effects  of  the 
world  economic  crisis  and  constant  at- 
tacks against  the  already  meager  living 
standards  of  the  working  class,  the  peas- 
antry and  the  urban  poor,  it  is  necessary 


for  the  proletariat  to  demonstrate  its  abil- 
ity and  determination  to  fight  not  only  for 
its  own  survival  but  also  for  all  the  poor 
and  the  oppressed.  In  the  face  of  rampant 
scarcity,  we  call  for  price-monitoring 
committees  composed  of  delegates  from 
factories,  unions,  cooperatives,  peasant 
organizations  and  the  urban  poor.  We  fight 
for  a sliding  scale  of  wages  to  guarantee 
that  wages  increase  proportionally  with 
prices.  Against  massive  unemployment, 
it  is  necessary  to  fight  for  a sliding  scale 
of  working  hours  to  distribute  available 
work,  as  well  as  for  an  extensive  program 
of  public  works.  No  bourgeois  party  will 
carry  out  these  demands.  Rather,  these 
indispensable  demands  serve  as  a bridge 
to  socialist  revolution  and  the  establish- 


ment of  a planned  economy  that,  through 
the  expropriation  of  the  capitalists,  will 
devote  the  entire  economy  not  to  fattening 
the  wallets  of  a handful  of  magnates  but 
to  satisfying  the  needs  of  the  population. 

#YoSoy132: 

In  the  Service  of  the  PRD 

The  #YoSoyl32  movement  started  at 
the  Universidad  Iberoamericana  last  May, 
when  some  students,  more  than  justifi- 
ably, harangued  Pena  Nieto  for  his  role 
in  the  brutal  repression  [against  peas- 
ant protests]  in  Atenco  in  2006,  when 
he  was  governor  of  the  State  of  Mexico. 
However,  by  declaring  itself  to  be  strictly 
“anti-Pena  Nieto,"  this  movement  not 
only  whitewashes  the  PRD — a peren- 
nial partner  in  capitalist  repression — but 
even  the  “war-on-drugs”  PAN.  Having 
initially  arisen  at  elitist  private  univer- 
sities in  Mexico  City,  several  of  them 
Catholic.  #YoSoyl32  enjoyed  some  level 
of  respectability  at  the  beginning  and,  in 
that  context,  was  endorsed  by  none  other 
than  Calderdn. 

Students  at  public  universities  soon 
joined  the  132  movement,  whose  demands 
are  incredibly  narrow  and  sometimes 
frankly  ludicrous — e.g.,  contests  for  stu- 
dent productions  to  be  shown  on  TV, 
"making  Internet  access  a constitutional 
right”  (in  a country  where  large  masses 
of  the  population  still  lack  electricity  and 
potable  water,  to  say  nothing  about  phone 
service  or  computers)  and  the  “national 
broadcasting  of  the  presidential  debate.” 
Making  a fetish  out  of  the  vote,  the  move- 
ment notably  came  out  against  absten- 
tion and  spoiling  ballots,  labeling  these 
as  “ineffective  actions  for  advancing  the 
construction  of  our  democracy.” 

In  past  months,  the  132  movement  has 


acquired  a more  traditionally  populist, 
"anti-neoliberal"  and  nationalist  profile, 
in  part  through  its  alliances  with  the  SME 
[the  remnants  of  the  combative  union  that 
was  destroyed  after  the  government  dis- 
solved the  state-run  Central  Light  and 
Power  Company  and  fired  all  the  workers 
in  2009]  and  the  FPDT  (Atenco  peasants 
organization].  The  majority  of  the  Mexi- 
can left  has  shamelessly  embraced  the 
bourgeois-liberal  politics  of  #YoSoyl32. 
Meanwhile,  the  participation  of  students 
from  private  universities  has  decreased 
considerably. 

#YoSoyl32  is  an  amorphous,  electoral- 
ist  and  petty-bourgeois  movement,  politi- 
cally related  to  the  Spanish  “Indignados” 
and  the  Occupy  movement  in  the  U.S. 


Its  sole  objectives  are  “democratizing  the 
country”  through  the  vote  and  “democra- 
tizing the  media.”  Even  though  it  claims 
to  be  non-partisan,  from  the  get-go  it  has 
in  practice  served  as  an  appendage  of 
AMLO’s  and  the  bourgeois  PRD’s  cam- 
paign in  Central  Mexico,  without  closing 
the  door  to  the  PAN  in  other  areas  of  the 
country.  It  is  a measure  of  the  betrayals 
of  the  misleaders  of  the  workers  move- 
ment, who  are  subordinated  to  the  PRD 
and  the  PRI,  that  the  electoralist  mobi- 
lizations of  #YoSoyl32  (and  of  the  PRD 
itself)  became  the  center  of  every  protest 
against  the  more  grotesque  effects  of  the 
economic  catastrophe. 

Just  like  its  counterparts  in  Europe 
and  the  U.S.,  #YoSoyl32  dissolves  the 
proletariat  as  just  another  sector  of  the 
"people."  On  the  contrary,  the  proletariat, 
because  of  its  relationship  to  the  means 
of  production,  is  the  only  class  with  the 
social  power  and  the  historic  interest  to 
overthrow  capitalism.  Not  having  any- 
thing except  its  labor  power  to  sell,  the 
working  class  has  no  objective  interest 
in  the  preservation  of  the  rule  of  private 
property;  its  interest  is  to  collectivize  the 
means  of  production.  The  petty  bourgeoi- 
sie— a heterogeneous  layer  that  includes 
peasants,  students,  professionals,  etc. — is 
incapable  of  raising  its  own  revolutionary 
program:  it  always  trails  behind  one  of  the 
two  fundamental  classes  in  capitalism — 
the  proletariat  or  the  bourgeoisie. 

The  Democratic  Scam 

As  communists,  we  defend  democratic 
rights  and  understand  that  in  countries  of 
belated  capitalist  development  the  demo- 
cratic aspirations  of  the  masses — such  as 
national  emancipation,  agrarian  revolu- 
tion and  political  democracy — cannot  be 
satisfied  under  capitalism.  These  aspira- 
tions act  as  a motor  force  for  socialist 
revolution.  Democratic  illusions  under 
capitalism,  however,  are  suicidal.  This  is  a 
country  where  a stable  bourgeois  democ- 
racy can  never  exist.  The  weakness  of 
the  Mexican  bourgeoisie,  subordinated  to 
imperialism  and  fearful  of  the  proletariat, 
does  not  allow  it  that  luxury. 

In  the  epoch  of  imperialist  decay,  there 
is  no  “progressive"  wing  of  the  bourgeoi- 
sie capable  of  breaking  the  subordination 
to  imperialism.  Revolutionary  Marxists, 
based  on  the  Trotskyist  perspective  of 
permanent  revolution,  have  no  democratic 
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program  separate  from  the  socialist  one. 
In  the  struggle  for  democratic  demands, 
we  counterpose  the  proletariat  to  the 
bourgeoisie,  based  on  the  fact  that  these 
demands  are  only  attainable  under  the 
dictatorship  of  the  proletariat. 

The  #YoSoyl32  student  movement  is 
based  on  and  pushes  illusions  in  demo- 
cratic abstractions  that  ignore  the  divi- 
sion of  society  into  classes.  It  demands 
a “change  in  the  model  of  national  secu- 
rity," reducing  the  “security  budget”  in 
favor  of  funding  "public  expenditure, 
education,  culture  and  health.”  No  matter 
what  its  “security  model”  is,  the  capital- 
ist state — with  the  police,  the  army,  the 
courts  and  the  prisons  at  its  core — will 
always  be  an  instrument  for  organized  vio- 
lence to  maintain  the  rule  of  the  exploit- 
ers. This  machinery  cannot  be  reformed 
to  serve  the  interests  of  the  exploited  and 
the  oppressed.  It  must  be  destroyed  and 
replaced  by  a workers  state. 

Democracy  has  a class  nature;  “pure 
democracy"  is  a liberal  scam  to  dupe  the 
workers  and  the  oppressed  and  obscure 
the  real  dictatorship  of  capital.  This  scam 
is  particularly  successful  in  the  advanced 
capitalist  countries,  where  the  imperial- 
ist bourgeoisies  can  afford  to  maintain  a 
more  or  less  stable  parliamentary  system. 
Parliamentarism,  in  the  words  of  French 
socialist  Paul  Lafargue  (Karl  Marx’s 
son-in-law),  “is  a system  of  government 
in  which  the  people  acquires  the  illu- 
sion that  it  is  controlling  the  forces  of  the 
country  itself,  when,  in  reality,  the  actual 
power  is  concentrated  in  the  hands  of  the 
bourgeoisie — and  not  even  of  the  whole 
bourgeoisie,  but  only  of  certain  sections 
of  that  class"  [quoted  in  Leon  Trotsky, 
Terrorism  and  Communism , 1920].  In 
countries  of  belated  capitalist  develop- 
ment, this  facade  is  exceedingly  brittle 
and  unstable.  However,  in  both  advanced 
and  backward  countries: 

“Bourgeois  democracy,  although  a great 
historical  advance  in  comparison  with 
medievalism,  always  remains,  and  under 
capitalism  is  bound  to  remain,  restricted, 
truncated,  false  and  hypocritical,  a para- 
dise for  the  rich  and  a snare  and  decep- 
tion for  the  exploited,  for  the  poor." 

— V.l.  Lenin,  The  Proletarian 
Revolution  and  the  Renegade 
Kautsky  (1918) 

In  contrast  to  the  fashionable  (and  illu- 
sory) “non-partisanship,"  we  fight  to  forge  a 
vanguard  workers  party,  uniting  advanced 
workers  and  declassed  intellectuals  under 
a revolutionary  and  internationalist  class- 
struggle  program.  A Bolshevik  party  is  the 
fundamental  instrument  to  bring  political 
consciousness  to  the  proletariat,  essential 
for  it  to  carry  out  and  consolidate  socialist 
revolution. 

It  is  necessary  to  intervene  in  social 
and  class  struggle  with  the  program  of 
revolutionary  Marxism , fighting  to  break 
workers  and  the  oppressed  from  the  bour- 
geois populism  of  AMLO  and  the  PRD. 
This  is  the  only  way  to  build  the  Leninist- 
Trotskyist  party  that  will  lead  the  work- 
ing class  to  power.  This  is  an  enormous 
task,  with  no  shortcuts.  But  it  is  the  task  to 
which  the  Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico 
and  the  International  Communist  League 
are  committed.  ■ 
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Mexico:  PRI  Back  at  Helm  of 


The  following  article  is  translated  and 
excerpted  from  Espartaco  No.  36  (Sep- 
tember 2012),  newspaper  of  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mexico,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  ( Fourth 
Internationalist). 

Following  two  six-year  terms  of  re- 
actionary PAN  [National  Action  Party] 
governments,  the  PRI  [Institutional  Revo- 
lutionary Party]  will  return  to  the  presi- 
dential residence  of  Los  Pinos  on  Decem- 
ber 1.  According  to  the  official  results  of 
the  July  elections,  PRI  candidate  Enrique 
Pena  Nieto  defeated  his  closest  contender, 
Andrds  Manuel  L6pez  Obrador  (known 
as  AMLO  and  formerly  affiliated  to 
the  Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution 
[PRD]),  by  a little  over  6 percent  of  the 
vote,  while  the  PAN  came  in  third,  around 
6 percentage  points  behind  the  PRD. 

Prior  to  the  elections,  we  Spartacists 
explained  why  we  oppose  voting  for  the 
parties  of  the  bourgeoisie — PRI,  PAN, 
PRD,  etc.: 

“All  the  candidates  defend  capitalist 
exploitation  and.  therefore,  will  not  do 
anything  to  combat  the  evils  it  causes. 
It  does  not  matter  who  wins  the  July 
presidential  elections.  Hunger,  repression, 
unemployment,  women’s  oppression  and 
miserable  poverty  in  the  rural  areas,  which 
hits  the  indigenous  population  particu- 
larly hard,  will  all  persist." 

— “No  Vote  for  the  Bourgeois 
Parties!”  Espartaco  No.  35, 

June  2012 

Calls  by  AMLO  to  have  the  presiden- 
tial election  declared  void  were  based  on 
the  PRI  exceeding  the  allowed  limit  for 
campaign  expenses  and  "buying  votes,” 
that  is,  trying  to  get  people  to  vote  for  the 
PRI  by  distributing  groceries,  T-shirts 
and  other  items.  This  is  simply  the  normal 
functioning  of  electoral  bourgeois  democ- 
racy. Bourgeois  democracy  is  always  a 
farce  for  the  oppressed  masses,  who  are 
given  the  choice  of  who  will  head  the 
repressive  machinery  used  against  them 
during  the  next  term. 

Like  most  elections  in  the  history  of 
Mexico,  this  last  one  was  plagued  by 
irregularities,  violence  and  fraud.  How- 
ever, there  is  no  evidence  that  the  level  of 
fraud  altered  the  results.  Our  opposition 
to  the  PRI  is  not  based  on  it  being  cor- 
rupt. We  oppose  the  PRI.  the  PAN  and 
the  PRD/AMLO  as  a matter  of  principle, 
based  on  our  revolutionary  proletarian 
program  and  not  on  which  one  of  the 
bourgeois  parties  is  more,  or  less,  fraudu- 
lent, corrupt  or  repressive. 

The  return  to  power  of  the  PRI  [which 
until  2000  ruled  Mexico  for  seven  decades] 
is  not  due  to  widespread  support  for  the 
policies  of  this  pragmatic  bourgeois  party 
but  is  instead  based  on  rejection  of  the 
PAN,  mainly  because  of  the  desperate 
economic  situation  and  the  brutal  “war 
on  drugs.”  Thus,  the  PAN  lost  to  the  PRI 
some  of  its  fundamental  Cristero  [heirs  to 
the  reactionary  Catholic  rebellion  in  the 
1920s]  bastions  in  the  state  of  Jalisco  and 
the  city  of  Le6n  in  Guanajuato  state.  As 
it  became  clear  that  the  PAN’s  candidate, 
Josefina  Vazquez  Mota,  did  not  stand  a 
chance  and  that  support  for  AMLO  was 
rising — in  good  measure  thanks  to  the 
[student-based]  #YoSoyl32  [I  Am  132] 
protests — even  PAN  ex-president  Vicente 
Fox  threw  his  support  behind  Pena  Nieto. 

Throughout  his  campaign,  L6pez  Obra- 
dor made  an  effort  to  shed  his  false  repu- 
tation as  a "radical,”  which  is  promoted  by 
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Reuters,  Edgar  Alberto  Dominguez  Catario  (inset) 

PRI’s  Enrique  Pena  Nieto  (inset),  newly  elected  president  of  Mexico.  As  gover- 
nor of  State  of  Mexico,  he  oversaw  brutal  repression  against  peasant  protests 
in  Atenco,  2006  (above). 


his  adversaries  in  the  PRI  and  the  PAN. 
He  did  this  particularly  through  ridicu- 
lous rhetoric  about  a "Loving  Republic," 
as  well  as  through  pacts  with  business- 
men and  direct  overtures  to  Carlos  Slim, 
the  world’s  richest  man.  This  won  L6pez 
Obrador  support  among  a few  notable 
capitalists  in  northern  Mexico.  Neverthe- 
less, the  large  majority  of  voters  in  the 
north  and  west  of  the  country,  which 


[US  $4.80]  a day  in  zone  A,  the  area  with 
the  highest  wages!  Meanwhile,  the  price  of 
food  staples  rose  more  than  125  percent. 
During  the  first  half  of  August,  the  price 
of  eggs,  for  example,  went  up  100  percent 
in  Mexico  City.  According  to  [Mexico’s 
census  agency]  INEGI’s  ever-dubious 
figures,  by  mid  2012  unemployment  had 
reached  4.8  percent  of  the  employable 
population;  among  the  employed,  29.3 
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includes  the  traditionally  more  Catholic 
and  pro-PAN  regions,  supported  the  PRI. 

Following  the  elections,  AMLO’s  refusal 
to  recognize  Pena  Nieto  as  “president-elect” 
seems  to  have  brought  old  grudges  inside 
the  PRD  to  the  fore.  After  the  PRD’s 
leadership  accepted  Pena  Nieto’s  triumph, 
L6pez  Obrador  split  from  the  party. 
In  any  case,  it  is  fundamental  for  the 
working  class  to  understand  that  L6pez 
Obrador’s  Movimiento  de  Regeneracidn 
Nacional  [Movement  for  National  Regen- 
eration, known  as  Morena]  is  nothing  but 
another  bourgeois  party,  dedicated  to  the 
preservation  of  capitalist  exploitation  and 
hostile  to  the  interests  of  the  proletariat. 

Election  Background; 

Hunger  and  Militarization 

The  world  economic  crisis  and  the 
PAN’s  transparently  anti-worker  measures 
have  spelled  disaster  for  the  population. 
Throughout  the  PAN’s  last  six-year  term, 
the  minimum  wage  rose  just  28  percent, 
this  year  reaching  a miserable  62.33  pesos 


percent  (14.2  million  people)  work  in  the 
“informal  economy”  and  8.9  percent  (4.3 
million)  are  “underemployed”!  Adding 
to  this,  the  escape  valve  offered  by  emi- 
gration to  the  U.S.  has  been  increasingly 
blocked  because  of  lack  of  jobs,  anti- 
immigrant measures  by  the  Obama  gov- 
ernment and  the  dangers  of  crossing  the 
border,  where  those  attempting  to  do  so 
face  criminal  gangs  and  police/military 
forces  on  both  sides. 

Now,  following  the  example  of  his  coun- 
terparts in  Spain  and  Greece,  among  others, 
[outgoing  PAN  president  Felipe]  Calder6n 
is  hurriedly  trying  to  pass  a reactionary 
labor  “reform”  that  would  facilitate  fir- 
ing workers,  make  temporary  contracts 
the  norm,  promote  outsourcing  and  attack 
all  kinds  of  basic  benefits,  such  as  health 
care.  This  piece  of  legislation  further  cur- 
tails the  right  to  strike  and  gives  the  state 
new  powers  to  meddle  in  the  finances  and 
internal  life  of  the  unions. 

This  situation  allows  even  the  corrupt 
and  repressive  PRI  to  pose  as  a lesser 


evil,  even  though  Pena  Nieto  has  prom- 
ised nothing  but  further  austerity,  dis- 
guised by  vague  declarations,  and  more 
privatizations — notably  of  [state  oil  com- 
pany] PEMEX,  about  which  he  has  not 
been  vague  at  all.  We  say:  Down  with  the 
privatization  of  PEMEX  and  the  rest  of 
the  energy  sector!  Down  with  the  draco- 
nian labor  “reform”! 

Additionally,  there  is  widespread  loath- 
ing for  the  increasing  brutality  of  the  state 
and  criminal  gangs  carried  out  under 
Calderdn’s  “war  on  drugs,"  which  has  left 
over  60,000  dead  in  the  last  few  years. 
This  “war”  has  nothing  to  do  with  pro- 
tecting the  population  but  rather  with  regi- 
menting it,  particularly  the  working  class. 

The  “war  on  drugs”  has  also  served 
a purpose  in  allowing  U.S.  imperialism 
to  tighten  its  control  over  its  “backyard." 
By  2010,  military  aid  to  Mexico  had 
increased  seven-fold  through  the  Merida 
Plan.  For  the  U.S.,  the  “war  on  drugs”  in 
Mexico  serves  the  same  purpose  as  the 
“war  on  terror”  elsewhere:  the  presence 
of  U.S.  military  and  police  personnel  in 
Mexico  is  increasing,  while  drone  flights 
are  now  common.  Now  there’s  even  talk 
about  an  independent  U.S.  plan — in  the 
style  of  bin  Laden’s  execution  in  201 1 — to 
come  into  Mexico  and  hunt  down  famous 
drug  lord  “Chapo"  Guzman. 

In  the  same  sense,  Pena  Nieto  has 
promised  a “strategy”  change  that  in 
reality  means  business  as  usual  for  the 
Mexican  masses:  increasing  police  forces 
and  strengthening  intelligence  services, 
particularly  in  coordination  with  the  U.S. 
and  Central  American  countries.  This  has 
not  been  enough,  however,  to  convince 
his  untrusting  imperialist  masters  that  he 
will  continue  the  “war  on  drugs.”  James 
Sensenbrenner,  director  of  the  House 
Subcommittee  on  Crime,  Terrorism,  and 
Homeland  Security,  complains  that  dur- 
ing the  71  years  of  PRI  rule,  the  party 
“minimized  violence  by  turning  a blind 
eye  to  the  cartels.”  On  the  other  hand, 
the  fear  caused  by  the  increase  in  “narco- 
violence” has  stirred  some  nostalgia  for 
the  order  of  the  olden  days.  Some  graffiti 
mentioned  in  Proceso  magazine,  clearly 
referring  to  this  desperate  situation,  evoc- 
atively read:  "Out  with  the  incompetent 
ones,  bring  back  the  corrupt.” 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  workers  movement 
as  a whole  to  oppose  the  “war  on  drugs,” 
whose  only  purpose  is  to  strengthen 
the  repressive  powers  of  the  capital- 
ist state.  We  say:  Down  with  “war  on 
drugs”  militarization!  FBI.  DEA  and  all 
U.S.  military  and  police  agencies  out  of 
Mexico!  We  call  for  the  decriminaliza- 
tion of  drugs,  which,  by  eliminating  the 
superprofits  derived  from  the  illegal  and 
underground  nature  of  the  drug  trade, 
would  reduce  crime  and  its  related  social 
pathologies.  We  also  oppose  measures  by 
the  bourgeois  state  to  restrict  or  prevent 
the  population  from  carrying  firearms. 
Gun  control  laws  limit  the  rights  of  the 
population  and  guarantee  that  the  state 
and  criminals  maintain  a monopoly  of 
weapons. 

Permanent  Revolution  vs. 
Bourgeois  Nationalism 

Since  the  1980s,  the  PRI  has  set  aside 
its  old  corporatist  and  nationalist  poli- 
tics— identified  with  [1930s  president] 
continued  on  page  7 
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Defend  the  Palestinians!  Israel  Out  of  the  Occupied  Territories! 


Zionist  Terror  Machine 
Strikes  Gaza  Ghetto 


NOVEMBER  19 — Over  the  past  six  days, 
Israel's  rulers  have  launched  more  than 
1,000  airstrikes  against  the  Palestinian 
population  in  the  Gaza  Strip,  slaughtering 
more  than  100  men,  women  and  children. 
The  Zionists  began  with  a missile  strike 
that  assassinated  Ahmed  al-Jabari,  head 
of  the  military  wing  of  Hamas.  Gaza's 
ruling  Islamist  party.  As  Israeli  military 
and  political  spokesmen  trumpet  their 
“surgical”  strikes  against  Hamas,  homes 
throughout  Gaza  have  been  reduced  to 
rubble  and  hospitals  are  filled  to  overflow- 
ing. This  is  standard  operating  procedure 
for  the  capitalist  rulers  of  Israel,  a Zionist 
garrison  state  founded  on  the  mass  expul- 
sion of  Palestinians  from  their  homeland. 

The  terror  bombing  campaign  recalls 
the  lead-up  to  the  devastating  three-week 
invasion  of  Gaza  by  Israeli  forces  in  2008- 
09  that  left  1,400  Palestinians  dead  and 
reduced  most  of  the  25-mile-long  territory 
to  ash  and  rubble.  Israel  has  called  up  tens 
of  thousands  of  reservists,  while  massing 
troops,  tanks  and  armored  vehicles  along 
the  border  with  Gaza.  In  the  words  of 
the  Israeli  interior  minister,  the  goal  of 
today’s  "Operation  Pillar  of  Defense"  is 
“to  send  Gaza  back  to  the  Middle  Ages.” 
The  international  proletariat  must  stand 
in  defense  of  the  besieged  Palestinians 
against  the  Zionist  terror  machine! 

Israel’s  rulers  years  ago  turned  Gaza 


into  what  is  essentially  a concentration 
camp,  hemmed  in  by  the  Mediterranean 
on  one  side  and  an  electrified  fence  on  the 
other.  In  2007,  following  the  takeover  of 
Gaza  by  Hamas,  Tel  Aviv  imposed  a suf- 


focating blockade  that,  according  to  U.S. 
diplomatic  cables  released  by  WikiLeaks, 
was  designed  to  push  the  enclave’s  econ- 
omy “to  the  brink  of  collapse.”  A recently 
revealed  Israeli  military  document  shows 


that  the  Zionists  ruthlessly  calculated  the 
minimum  number  of  calories  required  for 
the  bare  subsistence  of  Gaza’s  population 
of  more  than  1.5  million  and  allowed  only 
continued  on  page  2 


Economic  Crisis  and  the  Politics  of  Fear 


Obama’s  Re-Election: 

The  Shell  Game  of  Lesser-Evilism 


On  all  sides  the  2012  U.S.  presidential 
election  can  be  captured  in  one  word:  fear. 
Amid  a persistent  economic  crisis,  which 
has  left  working  people  in  ruin  across 
the  globe,  the  Republicans  thought  they 
could  ride  back  into  the  White  House  on 
the  votes  of  the  Tea  Party  yahoos.  Chris- 
tian fundamentalists  and  other  such  reac- 
tionaries who  believe  that  Obama  and  the 
"takers"  are  driving  America  down  the 
road  to  a socialist  Sodom  and  Gomor- 
rah. Against  the  backdrop  of  millions 
of  unemployed  and  a growing  army  of 
homeless,  hungry  and  destitute.  Mitt 
Romney  reviled  the  “47  percent"  of  this 


society  who  “believe  they  are  entitled  to 
health  care,  to  food,  to  housing,  to  you- 
name-it."  As  Romney  called  on  the  nearly 
12  million  “illegal"  immigrants  in  the 
U.S.  to  “self  deport,”  other  Republican 
candidates  raved  about  “legitimate  rape" 
and  reveled  in  biblical  scripture  against 
gays  and  other  “deviants.” 

When  measured  against  their  Repub- 
lican opponents,  it  wasn’t  difficult  for 
the  Democrats  to  come  off  as  the  “lesser 
evil."  They  didn't  even  have  to  promise 
much  of  anything  to  the  working  class 
and  the  oppressed.  A couple  of  sops  were 
thrown  as  Obama  allowed  that  his  per- 


sonal views  had  “evolved"  toward  tep- 
idly endorsing  gay  marriage  and  granted 
some  undocumented  immigrant  youth  a 
temporary  reprieve  from  deportation. 
Labor  got  nothing,  not  even  a repeat 
of  the  empty  promises  from  last  time 
around  to  push  through  the  Employee 
Free  Choice  Act  card  checkoff  for  union 
organizing — an  effort  that  the  union  offi- 
cialdom has  simply  dropped.  This  year 
nothing  was  necessary  to  piece  off  the 
union  misleaders,  who  once  again  rallied 
the  troops  and  spent  massive  amounts 
of  union  funds  to  get  out  the  vote  for 
the  Democrats.  As  for  the  increasingly 


indigent  black  masses,  the  most  they've 
gotten  from  the  Obama  White  House  is 
a lecture  to  pull  themselves  up  by  their 
nonexistent  bootstraps. 

While  the  hope  and  enthusiasm 
aroused  by  the  election  of  America’s 
first  black  president  may  have  waned, 
there  remains  a deep  sense  of  racial 
pride  and  solidarity  with  Obama  among 
the  black  population.  This  was  rein- 
forced by  the  backlash  from  Republican 
Party  “birthers,”  who  question  Obama’s 
U.S.  citizenship.  In  these  types,  black 
people  correctly  perceive  the  forces  of 
continued  on  page  8 
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For  a Workers  Party 
That  Fights  for  a Workers  Government! 


Fifty  Years  of  Struggle  for  Trotskyist  Leadership 


TROTSKY 


In  March  1962,  the  document  "In 
Defense  of  a Revolutionary  Perspec- 
tive" was  submitted  to  the  National 
Committee  of  the  Socialist  Work- 
ers Party  (SWP),  leading  to  the 
crystallization  of  the  Revolutionary 
Tendency  (RT) — forerunner  of  the 
Spartacist  League — as  the  authen- 
tic Trotskyist  opposition  within 
that  party.  The  SWP  leadership's 
increasing  congruence  with  the  revisionist  mutation  of 
Trotskyism  known  as  Pabloism  was  exemplified  by  its 
uncritical  enthusing  for  the  Castro-led  Cuban  Revolution, 
which  overturned  capitalist  rule  in  spite  of  the  fact  that 
the  working  class  played  no  role  in  that  overturn  nor  in 
the  government  that  resulted  from  it. 

British  Socialist  Labour  League  leader  Gerry  Healy 
and  his  U.S.  flunkey,  Tim  Wohlforth.  engineered  an 
unprincipled  split  in  the  RT  in  November  1962.  denying 
that  the  SWP  had  undergone  degeneration  as  a revolu- 
tionary party.  A few  years  later,  we  definitively  parted 
company  with  Healy  and  Wohlforth  when  they  politi- 
cally supported  such  non-proletarian  forces  as  Mao's 
Red  Guards  in  China  and  the  "Arab  Revolution." 

The  Pabloist  current  that  dominated  the  Trotskyist 
movement  in  Europe  following  World  War  II  posited  that 
the  revolutionary  role  of  the  proletariat  and  its  vanguard 
had  been  replaced  by  a variety  of  petty-bourgeois  forces. 
While  initially  mainly  looking  to  Stalinist  formations 
that  would  supposedly  spawn  '‘centuries”  of  deformed 
workers  states,  the  Pabloites  went  on  to  tout  anticolonial 
guerrilla  struggle  as  the  epicenter  of  world  revolution.  By 
1963.  the  SWP  majority  extended  this  methodology  to  the 


black  struggle  in  the  U.S.,  abandoning  attempts  to  win 
communist  leadership  while  cheerleading  for  whatever 
black  leaders  were  popular. 

The  document  from  which  the  paragraphs  below  are 
taken  was  submitted  to  the  1963  SWP  convention  by  the 
RT,  whose  members  were  later  bureaucratically  expelled 
from  the  party.  Many  things  have  since  changed  in  the 
world,  notably  the  counterrevolutionary  destruction  of 
the  Soviet  Union.  But  throughout  the  half  century,  our 
tendency  has  remained  programmatically  steadfast  and 
achieved  a modest  but  real  extension  of  forces  outside 
of  the  U.S.  The  positions  outlined  in  these  documents, 
which  are  contained  in  our  Marxist 
Bulletin  series,  remain  central  to 
the  perspectives  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League  yyyyiML,.  _ 
(Fourth  Internationalist).  ‘ ^ 


jJ  - V ^ 


The  essence  of  the  debate 
within  the  Trotskyist  move- 
ment is  the  question  of  the 
perspective  of  the  proletariat  and 
its  revolutionary  vanguard  elements 
toward  the  existing  petit-bourgeois  leaderships  of  the 
labor  movement,  the  deformed  workers  states,  and  the 
colonial  revolution.  The  heart  of  the  revolutionary  per- 
spective of  Marxism  is  in  the  struggle  for  the  independ- 
ence of  the  workers  as  a class  from  all  non-proletarian 
forces;  the  guiding  political  issue  and  theoretical  cri- 
terion is  workers’  democracy , of  which  the  supreme 
expression  is  workers'  power.  This  applies  to  all  coun- 
tries where  the  proletariat  has  become  capable  of  carry- 


LENIN 


ing  on  independent  politics — only 
the  forms  in  which  the  issue  is 
posed  vary  from  country  to  coun- 
try. These  forms,  of  course,  deter- 
mine the  practical  intervention  of 
the  Marxists.... 

The  task  of  the  international 
revolutionary-Marxist  movement 
today  is  to  re-establish  its  own  real 
existence.  To  speak  of  the  “con- 
quest of  the  masses"  as  a general  guideline  internation- 
ally is  a qualitative  overstatement.  The  tasks  before 
most  Trotskyist  sections  and  groups  today  flow  from 
the  need  for  political  clarification  in  the  struggle  against 
revisionism,  in  the  context  of  a level  of  work  of  a gen- 
erally propagandistic  and  preparatory  nature.  An  indis- 
pensable part  of  our  preparation  is  the  development  and 
strengthening  of  roots  within  the  broader  working-class 
movement  without  which  the  Trotskyists  would  be  con- 
demned to  sterile  isolation  or  to  political  degeneration 
in  the  periods  of  rising  class  struggle  and  in  either  case 
unable  to  go  forward  in  our  historic  task  of  leading  the 
working  class  to  power.  Above  all  what  can  and  must 
be  done  is  the  building  of  a world  party  firmly  based 
on  strong  national  sections,  the  assembling  of  a cadre  of 
working-class  militants  won  and  tested  in  the  process  of 
the  class  struggle  and  on  the  firm  basis  of  the  revolution- 
ary perspective  of  the  Fourth  International,  the  program 
to  realize  workers’  democracy — culminating  in  workers’ 
power. 

— “Toward  Rebirth  of  the  Fourth  International," 

June  1963;  reprinted  in  Marxist  Bulletin  No.  9. 

“Basic  Documents  of  the  Spartacist  League” 


Gaza... 

(continued  from  page  1) 

that  much  food  to  get  through  the  blockade. 

Now.  with  elections  to  the  Israeli  Knes- 
set scheduled  for  January,  Netanyahu 
figures  that  raining  death  and  destruc- 
tion on  the  Gaza  ghetto  will  help  him 
secure  another  term.  Meanwhile.  Barack 
Obama  has  been  unreserved  in  his  dec- 
larations of  support  to  the  Zionist  butch- 
ers as  they  once  again  slaughter  an  effec- 
tively defenseless  people.  For  decades, 
Washington’s  largesse  has  been  crucial 
in  building  up  the  Israeli  military,  which 
is  armed  with  U.S.  warplanes,  helicopters 
and  missiles.  While  Hamas  has  been  able 
to  acquire  some  improved  weaponry,  its 
rockets  are  very  small  change  compared 
to  the  Zionist  military  machine.  In  oppos- 
ing its  "own"  capitalist  rulers  and  their 
military  alliances,  the  U.S.  working  class 
must  oppose  all  U.S.  aid  to  Israel. 

Imperialism  and  the 
Near  East  Cauldron 

U.S.  imperialism,  which  in  the  last 
decade  alone  has  been  responsible  for  the 
slaughter  of  hundreds  of  thousands  in  the 
occupations  of  Afghanistan  and  Iraq,  is 
the  deadliest  enemy  of  workers  and  the 
oppressed  throughout  the  world.  Whatever 
its  policy  differences  with  Netanyahu,  the 
Obama  White  House  continues  to  squeeze 
Iran  for  its  purported  move  to  develop 
nuclear  weapons.  As  we  have  repeatedly 
stressed,  it  would  be  entirely  rational  for 
Iran  to  develop  such  weapons  as  a means 
of  deterrence  against  the  U.S.  and  Israel, 
which  are  massively  armed  with  nukes. 


The  Obama  administration  also  appears 
ready  to  step  up  its  support  to  the  reaction- 
ary opposition  forces  in  Syria  battling  the 
bloodsoaked  bourgeois  regime  of  Bashar 
al-Assad.  As  revolutionary  Marxists,  we 
oppose  both  sides  in  the  Syrian  civil  war, 
in  which  a victory  of  one  combatant  or  the 
other  would  do  nothing  to  further  the  cause 
of  the  working  class  and  the  oppressed.  At 
the  same  time,  We  stress  that  the  workers 
of  the  world  must  oppose  any  imperialist 
intervention  there  or  in  Iran  as  well  as  the 
starvation  economic  sanctions  that  have 
been  imposed  against  those  societies.  In 
the  event  of  imperialist  attack  against  Syria 
or  Iran,  we  would  stand  for  their  defense 
while  maintaining  proletarian  political 
opposition  to  their  bourgeois  regimes. 

The  current  Israeli  attack  takes  place 
against  a political  backdrop  in  the  Near 
East  that  has  shifted  since  the  2009 
bloodbath  in  Gaza.  Last  year’s  “Arab 
spring"  uprisings  culminated  in  bringing 
to  power  Islamist  governments,  notably 
in  Egypt  and  TUnisia,  that  are  outwardly 
more  sympathetic  than  their  predecessors 
to  the  plight  of  the  Palestinians.  But  these 
regimes  are  no  less  beholden  to  impe- 
rialist aid  and  IMF  loans  than  the  ones 
they  replaced.  While  sending  his  prime 
minister  to  Gaza  in  a symbolic  gesture  of 
solidarity,  Egyptian  president  Mohamed 
Morsi  of  the  Muslim  Brotherhood  has 
closely  coordinated  his  every  move  with 
Washington.  Prior  to  "Operation  Pillar 
of  Defense,"  Morsi  refused  Palestinian 
requests  to  open  the  Rafah  border  crossing 
to  trade,  and  his  security  forces  destroyed 
tunnels  under  the  wall  separating  Egypt 
from  Gaza,  a key  route  for  bringing  in 
vital  food  and  building  materials. 


When  Egyptian  dictator  Hosni  Mubarak 
was  toppled  last  year,  the  bourgeois  media 
and  almost  the  entire  left  internationally 
hailed  this  as  the  Egyptian  "revolution.” 
The  Revolutionary  Socialists  group  in 
Egypt,  part  of  the  international  family  of 
supporters  of  the  late  Tony  Cliff,  went  on 
to  distinguish  itself  by  openly  supporting 
Morsi’s  Muslim  Brotherhood  in  this  year’s 
elections.  Some  in  the  U.S.  International 
Socialist  Organization  and  other  Cliffites 
elsewhere  expressed  consternation  over 
this  abject  capitulation  to  the  reactionary 
Islamists.  But  they  were  quite  united  in 
hailing  the  Libyan  opposition  that  acted  as 
front  men  for  the  imperialists’  war  against 
the  Qaddafi  regime.  More  recently,  they 
have  thrown  their  support  to  elements  of 
the  Syrian  opposition,  which  serves  as  a 
tool  of  the  imperialists. 

A Proletarian  Perspective 

During  the  uprisings  in  Tunisia  and 
Egypt,  we  underlined  that  the  working  class 
must  emerge  as  a factor  in  its  own  right, 
acting  as  the  leader  of  all  the  oppressed 
masses.  This  urgent  need  requires  absolute 
political  independence  from  and  opposition 
to  the  Islamists,  nationalists  and  all  bour- 
geois forces.  Thus,  while  defending  Hamas 
against  the  Zionists'  terror  campaigns  in 
Gaza,  we  do  not  give  the  least  political  sup- 
port to  that  Islamic  fundamentalist  outfit. 

In  2005,  the  Israeli  rulers  evacuated 
the  more  than  8,000  Zionist  settlers  in 
the  Gaza  Strip,  having  determined  that 
this  best  served  their  national  interests. 
We  pointed  out  that  with  Gaza  remain- 
ing firmly  enclosed  and  the  West  Bank 
surrounded  by  a ghetto  wall  and  criss- 
crossed by  military  checkpoints  and 
Jewish-only  highways,  "it  is  totally  fatu- 
ous to  believe  that  the  current  'disengage- 
ment' from  Gaza  will  lead  to  a Palestinian 
state  including  the  West  Bank  and  East 
Jerusalem"  ( WV  No.  853,  2 September 
2005).  Yet  the  evacuation  was  glorified 
by  perennial  cheerleaders  for  Third  World 
nationalism,  such  as  the  Workers  World 
Party  (WWP),  which  applauded  signs  in 
Gaza  reading.  "Today  Gaza,  Tomorrow 
Jerusalem  and  the  West  Bank”  ( Workers 
World.  18  August  2005).  Having  earlier 
promoted  more  left-wing,  secular  variants 
of  bourgeois  Arab  nationalism,  the  WWP 
redirected  their  affections  toward  the  anti- 
woman. anti-Semitic  Hamas. 

While  many  nationalists  and  leftists 
look  for  some  sort  of  Arab  "unity”  against 
Israel,  the  fact  is  that  the  Arab  bourgeois 
rulers  have  time  and  again  revealed  them- 
selves to  be  enemies  of  the  Palestinian 
people.  Marxists  fight  to  bring  the  class 


question  to  the  fore,  seeking  to  mobilize 
the  proletariat  in  the  predominantly  Mus- 
lim countries  of  the  Near  East  in  struggle 
against  their  bourgeoisies,  and  in  Israel  to 
shatter  the  Zionist  state  from  within. 

We  have  always  insisted  that  national 
emancipation  for  the  Palestinians  requires 
the  proletarian  overthrow  of  the  Israeli 
capitalist  rulers  and  also  those  of  Jordan. 
Lebanon  and  Syria,  which  are  home  to  at 
least  three  million  Palestinians.  The  Israeli 
Jewish  and  Palestinian  Arab  populations 
are  interpenetrated  peoples,  laying  claim 
to  the  same  territory.  Under  capitalism, 
the  exercise  of  the  national  rights  of  one 
necessarily  comes  at  the  expense  of  the 
right  of  self-determination  of  the  other. 
Only  through  the  creation  of  a planned 
economy  in  a socialist  federation  of  the 
Near  East  can  conflicting  claims  over  land 
and  resources  be  equitably  resolved,  and 
all  discrimination  on  the  basis  of  language, 
religion  and  nationality  be  done  away  with. 

Israel  is  a class-divided  society,  with 
workers  exploited  by  the  capitalist  ruling 
class.  We  have  no  illusions  that  it  will  be 
easy  to  break  through  the  chauvinism  that 
poisons  the  consciousness  of  Jewish  work- 
ing people.  But  this  task  is  not  made  easier 
by  the  criminal,  indiscriminate  bombings 
carried  out  by  Hamas  and  other  Palestinian 
forces  against  Israeli  civilians,  which  drive 
the  Jewish  population  further  into  the  arms 
of  the  Zionist  rulers.  What  is  necessary  is 
the  forging  of  revolutionary  Marxist  parties 
in  Israel/Palestine  as  throughout  the  Near 
East,  built  in  opposition  to  all  forms  of 
nationalism  and  religious  fundamentalism 
and  committed  to  the  struggle  for  socialist 
revolution  on  a world  scale,  the  only  road 
to  human  equality  and  liberation  ■ 


CORRECTIONS 

Part  Two  of  "Elections  2012:  Wall 
Street  Democrat  vs.  Wall  Street  Re- 
publican” (WV  No.  1012,  9 Novem- 
ber) reported  that  Teamsters  working 
at  Waste  Management  Inc.  in  Oak- 
land, California,  had  been  locked 
out  since  July.  There  was  no  such 
lockout  at  that  time.  Part  One  of  the 
same  article,  in  WV  No.  1011  (26 
October),  stated  that  the  wealth  of 
the  400  richest  Americans  grew  by 
an  average  of  $50  million  each  over 
the  past  year.  The  figure  should  have 
been  $500  million.  In  "Gore  Vidal: 
An  Appreciation”  (WV  No.  1010,  12 
October),  we  misspelled  the  name  of 
Gore  Vidal’s  first  love.  He  was  Jim- 
mie Trimble,  not  Tribble. 
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Democrats  Target  Public  Schools,  City  Unions 

Chicago  Teachers:  Solid  Strike, 
But  Key  Issues  Unresolved 


The  Chicago  Teachers  Union  (CTU)  hit 
the  picket  lines  on  September  10.  shut- 
ting down  Chicago  Public  Schools  (CPS) 
for  nine  days.  Democratic  mayor  Rahm 
Emanuel  set  the  stage  for  the  strike,  the 
first  in  25  years.  Shortly  after  assuming 
office  a year  and  a half  ago.  he  canceled 
a scheduled,  union-negotiated  4 percent 
pay  hike  and  followed  up  by  laying  off 
930  teachers,  disproportionately  black, 
kicking  off  an  incessant  campaign  for 
union  givebacks  packaged  as  education 
“reform.”  The  mayor  demanded  a longer 
workday  and  school  year  and  set  out  to 
replace  seniority  rights  with  merit  raises 
and  evaluations,  giving  the  school  board 
and  principals  total  power  in  hiring  and 
firing  teachers.  To  this  barrage  Emanuel 
added  constant  calls  on  the  Democratic- 
controlled  state  legislature  to  fix  the 
teachers’  pension  system  (in  the  same 
manner  one  fixes  one's  pet). 

Enraged  by  this  assault,  union  mem- 
bers were  more  than  eager  to  strike  by  the 
start  of  the  school  year  in  August.  The 
union  tops  managed  to  delay  the  strike’s 
onset  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  Demo- 
cratic National  Convention  in  Charlotte. 
But  when  that  was  over,  tens  of  thousands 
of  teachers  donned  red  union  shirts  and 
poured  into  the  streets,  setting  up  picket 
lines  throughout  Chicago.  The  strike 
drew  widespread  support,  notably  from 
parents  of  the  overwhelmingly  black 
and  Hispanic  student  population,  many 
of  whom  joined  the  pickets.  From  Bos- 
ton to  Los  Angeles,  Hawaii  and  abroad, 
financial  donations  and  letters  of  support 
flowed  into  CTU  headquarters,  particu- 
larly from  other  teachers  unions. 

Unionized  teachers  throughout  the  coun- 
try saw  the  strike  as  crucial.  The  contract 
approved  by  the  teachers  on  September  18 
was,  however,  anything  but  bountiful.  It 
contained  a piddling  7 percent  raise  over 
its  three-year  life.  The  union  beat  back 
Emanuel’s  demand  for  merit  pay  raises  and 
blunted  the  attacks  on  seniority  by  winning 
limited  recall  rights  for  laid-off  teachers, 
although  benefits  for  those  laid  off  were 


WV  Photo 

September  10:  Teachers  and  supporters  march  through  downtown  Chicago 
on  first  day  of  strike. 


slashed.  The  demand  to  restore  the  sto- 
len 4 percent  raise  was  not  included  as  a 
strike  demand  and  the  union  leadership 
agreed  to  abandon  any  attempt  to  reclaim 
it,  a concession  never  raised  with  the  CTU 
ranks.  Teachers  are  now  faced  with  a lon- 
ger school  day  and  school  year. 

Backed  by  their  Caucus  of  Rank  and 
File  Educators  (CORE),  CTU  president 
Karen  Lewis  and  vice  president  Jesse 
Sharkey  publicly  proclaimed  one  week 
into  the  strike  that  they  were  happy  with 
the  “framework”  of  a deal  that  had  been 
worked  out  at  the  bargaining  table — 
before  any  discussion  with  the  member- 
ship had  been  had.  But  sentiments  against 
the  contract  ran  high  at  the  September 
16  delegates’  meeting  called  to  endorse 
the  settlement.  When  Lewis  proclaimed 
that  “this  is  the  deal  we  got,”  delegates 
responded  by  shouting  “Get  it  right!"  and 
“Hell  no,  we  won’t  go!”  The  delegates 
voted  to  continue  the  strike,  sending 
union  bureaucrats  scurrying  to  mobilize 
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support  for  the  deal.  In  the  end,  21  percent 
of  the  teachers  voted  against  the  contract. 

What  animated  the  CTU  members  and 
teachers  throughout  the  country  were 
not  the  terms  of  a contract  that  could,  at 
best,  be  characterized  as  a holding  action 
against  the  mayor’s  attack.  It  was  the  fact 
that  Chicago  teachers  had,  in  determined 
strike  action,  taken  on  the  latest  of  a series 
of  attacks  on  public  employees  and,  at 
least,  held  the  line.  This  stands  in  stark 
contrast  to  the  top  labor  officialdom’s 
refusal  to  mobilize  strike  action  against 
anti-labor  campaigns  across  the  coun- 
try, conspicuously  so  in  the  conflict  with 
Republican  Wisconsin  governor  and  Tea 
Party  favorite  Scott  Walker  as  he  carried 
out  an  assault  on  public  workers  last  year. 

The  Obama  administration’s  "school 
reform,”  championed  in  Chicago  by  the 
president’s  old  right-hand  man,  Rahm 
Emanuel,  is  simply  a Democratic  Party 
version  of  these  aggressions.  It  is  nothing 
less  than  a ransacking  of  public  educa- 
tion carried  out  with  brass  knuckles,  spe- 
cifically directed  against  teachers  unions. 
Nationwide,  state  governments  use  federal 
funding  rules  to  shutter  supposedly  failing 
public  classrooms  in  ghettos  and  barrios 
while  giving  a green  light  to  the  prolifera- 
tion of  privately  run  charter  schools.  Fund- 
ing to  the  states  for  compliance  with  these 
rules  is  weighted  toward  those  that  elimi- 
nate seniority  and  tenure.  This  paves  the 
way  for  massive  layoffs/firings  of  teachers 
in  schools  where  students  score  lower  in 
standardized  testing,  particularly  threaten- 
ing those  in  the  poorest  school  districts. 

No  less  than  the  Republican  Party,  the 
other  capitalist  party,  the  Democratic 
Party,  is  committed  to  making  working 
and  poor  people  pay  for  the  devastation 
caused  by  the  ongoing  economic  crisis. 
The  Republicans,  as  currently  composed, 
would  prefer  to  smash  the  unions  and 
public  education  outright.  The  Demo- 
crats want  to  further  bind  the  unions  to 
the  state,  while  visiting  such  savageries 
as  they  deem  necessary  on  the  already 
tattered  fabric  of  what  passes  for  public 
education  in  this  country. 

The  tops  of  the  trade-union  bureauc- 
racy are,  for  the  most  part,  an  integral  part 
of  that  party.  Their  loyalty  to  the  class 
enemy  was  showcased  by  the  appear- 
ance of  American  Federation  of  Teachers 
president  Randi  Weingarten  at  the  Dem- 
ocratic National  Convention  to  endorse 
Barack  Obama’s  re-election  on  the  eve 


of  her  union  members’  strike  against  his 
reforms  in  Chicago.  Just  before  the  CTU 
strike,  she  announced,  “Now  I know  the 
struggle  can  be  settled  and  I know  we  can 
move  forward,  but  we  need  to  find  com- 
mon ground  and  as  Democrats  we  have  to 
deal  with  each  other.” 

Given  the  pent-up  rage  of  Chicago 
teachers,  CTU  leaders  could  do  little  else 
but  echo  their  members’  call  for  strike 
action.  But  from  the  beginning.  Lewis. 
Sharkey  and  CORE  had  accepted  Eman- 
uel’s insistence  that  the  critical  issues 
of  school  closings,  layoffs  and  charter 
schools  were  non-negotiable  and  off  lim- 
its. Not  a word  was  said  about  the  threats 
to  pensions.  Lewis  had  already  ham- 
strung the  union  in  2011  by  signing  off 
on  Illinois  Senate  Bill  7,  which  dictated 
the  longer  school  day  and  year — with- 
out additional  compensation — pushed  by 
Emanuel.  That  legislation  also  required 
a 75  percent  “yes”  vote  by  the  member- 
ship to  authorize  a strike,  with  ballots 
not  cast  counted  as  “no”  votes,  a measure 
designed  to  cripple  the  union. 

After  some  initial  criticism  of  Lewis 
for  endorsing  the  bill,  the  CTU  executive 
board  backed  her,  and  CORE  signed  off 
on  the  measure.  Despite  this  betrayal  by 
the  CORE  leadership,  Chicago  teachers 
blew  the  75  percent  mandate  out  of  the 
water,  with  more  than  90  percent  voting 
in  favor  of  striking.  Hoping  to  avoid  a 
contract  fight  over  increased  work  time, 
CTU  bureaucrats  two  months  before  the 
strike  made  a separate  deal  with  Eman- 
uel agreeing  to  lengthen  the  school  day, 
supposedly  by  hiring  laid-off  teachers 
to  work  the  extra  hours.  One  hundred  or 
more  schools  are  likely  to  be  closed  next 
year,  and  many  of  those  will  probably 
be  opened  as  non-union  charter  schools. 
Teacher  layoffs  are  already  beginning. 

Since  the  strike,  there  has  been  a push 
to  unionize  the  charter  schools.  A drive 
to  organize  all  Chicago  teachers  while  the 
strike  was  on  certainly  would  have  fueled 
enthusiasm  for  unionization.  Lewis  and 
Sharkey  have  generally  taken  a hands- 
off  approach  to  the  question  of  organiz- 
ing charter  school  teachers,  interpreting 
current  law  as  enjoining  the  CTU  from 
undertaking  such  organizing. 

CTU  leaders  made  no  attempt  to  mobi- 
lize genuine  union  solidarity  during  the 
strike.  There  was  no  effort  to  seek  joint 
action  with  the  city’s  firefighters  and 
transit  workers,  who  are  still  locked  in 
contract  negotiations.  Nor  was  any  effort 
made  to  bargain  jointly  with  other  unions 
within  CPS,  like  the  SEIU,  which  organ- 
izes the  janitors  who  manned  schools 
that  functioned  as  day-care  centers  dur- 
ing the  strike.  Quite  the  contrary,  CORE 
alibied  in  advance  the  crossing  of  picket 
lines  by  these  unionists. 

At  the  end  of  the  strike,  Emanuel 
launched  a TV  ad  campaign  extolling  the 
“virtues”  of  the  contract — no  wonder,  as  it 
takes  the  ax  to  some  key  union  gains. 
Simultaneously,  he  demanded  that  the  state 
legislature  provide  him  with  the  power  he 
needs  to  suspend  cost-of-living  increases 
for  retired  teachers  while  phasing  in  higher 
pension  contributions  and  raising  the  retire- 
ment age  for  CTU  members.  An  Illinois 
Constitutional  Amendment  (HJRCA  49) 
that  in  effect  aims  to  freeze  pension  in- 
creases for  teachers  and  other  public  work- 
ers was  introduced  by  House  Speaker  Mike 
Madigan,  who  along  with  his  fellow  Demo- 
crats has  for  years  had  total  control  over  all 
bills  issuing  from  the  state  legislature.  The 
continued  on  page  8 
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Thirty  Years  After  Falklands/Malvinas  War 


Britain  and  Argentina: 
Between  Some  Rocks  and  Losing  Face 


The  following  article  is  reprinted  from 
Workers  Hammer  No.  220  (Autumn  2012), 
newspaper  of  the  Spartacist  League/ 
Britain,  section  of  the  International  Com- 
munist League. 

Workers  Hammer  ^ 


This  spring  marked  the  thirtieth  anni- 
versary of  the  bizarre,  dirty  little  war 
between  British  imperialism  and  the 
Argentine  junta  over  some  desolate  rocks 
in  the  South  Atlantic.  Both  Margaret 
Thatcher’s  vicious  Tory  government  and 
General  Leopoldo  Galtieri’s  bloody  mili- 
tary dictatorship  used  the  conflict  over 
the  Falklands — known  in  Argentina  as 
the  Malvinas — as  a diversion  to  arouse 
patriotism,  quell  social  struggle  and  boost 
their  fortunes.  It  was  in  the  interest  of 
the  working  class  in  each  country  for 


Prince  William  to  the  Falklands.  For  its 
part,  the  Argentine  government  aptly  con- 
demned Britain’s  behaviour  as  “colonial” 
and  declared  British  oil  exploration  in  the 
area  to  be  “illegal"  and  “clandestine.”  The 
trading  bloc  Mercosur,  which  includes 
Argentina,  Brazil  and  Uruguay,  closed 
those  countries’  ports  to  ships  flying  the 
Falklands  flag  and  Argentina  turned  away 
several  British  cruise  ships. 

After  accusing  the  Argentine  govern- 
ment of  behaving  in  a colonial  manner, 
Cameron  cynically  lectured  president 
Cristina  Ferndndez  on  the  islanders’ 
national  rights:  “We  should  believe  in 
self  determination  and  act  as  democrats 
here.”  Cameron  flaunts  his  commitment 
to  self-determination  against  Argentina 
but  it  is  not  much  in  evidence  when  it 
comes  to  Scotland,  which  his  government 
insists  should  remain  part  of  the  “United 
Kingdom.”  And  who  in  their  right  mind 


democrats"!  U.S. /British  imperialists  out 
of  Diego  Garcia!  For  a right  of  return 
and  compensation! 

The  Tory-led  government,  which  is 
deeply  unpopular  among  the  working 
class  at  home  for  imposing  punishing 
austerity  measures,  is  shamelessly  try- 
ing to  whip  up  a version  of  the  “Falk- 
lands factor”  to  boost  its  ratings.  Before 
the  1982  conflict,  British  governments 
had  been  trying  to  unload  the  Falklands 
for  years,  including  handing  over  vari- 
ous administrative  powers  to  Argentina. 
“But  once  the  Argentines  had  invaded,  an 
enfeebled  Britain  saw  a chance  to  reas- 
sert the  obscene  traditions  of  the  Empire, 
and  Thatcher  was  not  about  to  let  it 
pass,”  as  we  wrote  in  Spartacist  Britain 
(No.  42,  May  1982).  The  sinking  of  the 
Argentine  General  Belgrano  battleship, 
upon  Thatcher’s  orders,  was  a genuine 
war  crime.  Hundreds  of  conscripts  were 
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“their”  bourgeois  rulers  to  be  humiliated 
in  defeat:  Thatcher’s  victory  spelled  bad 
news  for  the  British  working  class,  while 
the  Argentine  defeat  resulted  in  the  fall  of 
Galtieri’s  regime.  This  year,  with  auster- 
ity and  repression  on  the  agenda  of  both 
governments,  you  could  be  forgiven  for 
thinking  that  they  had  orchestrated  some 
kind  of  parody  of  the  conflict  as  an  anni- 
versary commemoration. 

Prime  Minister  David  Cameron  has 
made  clear  his  government’s  intention  to 
hang  on  to  this  archipelago  in  the  South 
Atlantic,  nearly  8,000  miles  from  Brit- 
ain’s coast.  Britain  dispatched  its  prized 
destroyer,  HMS  Dauntless , and  a sub- 
marine; to  add  some  pomp  the  RAF  sent 


could  imagine  the  British  prime  minister 
invoking  democratic  rights  for  the  people 
of  Diego  Garcia?  The  British  imperial- 
ist overlords  expelled  the  island’s  inhab- 
itants in  the  1960s  to  make  way  for  a 
U.S.  military  base.  In  2004,  Tony  Blair’s 
Labour  government  used  the  royal  pre- 
rogative to  overturn  a high  court  judge- 
ment which  would  have  allowed  the 
islanders  to  return.  As  Richard  Gifford, 
a lawyer  representing  the  4,500  islanders 
and  their  descendants,  remarked:  “Not 
since  the  days  of  King  John  has  anyone 
tried  to  expel  British  citizens  from  the 
realm  by  executive  order."  Now  there’s 
a lesson  in  how  the  British  imperialists 
"believe  in  self  determination  and  act  as 


slaughtered  while  the  ship  was  outside 
Britain’s  own  declared  war  zone.  British 
naval  officers  made  no  effort  to  rescue  the 
survivors  huddled  together  in  lifeboats 
trying  to  avoid  freezing  to  death. 

The  Argentine  bourgeoisie’s  claims  to 
the  Falklands  are  based  on  the  heritage  of 
the  Spanish  crown.  The  British  invaded 
in  1833,  some  two  decades  after  Argen- 
tine independence.  The  islands,  300  miles 
from  the  Argentine  coast,  have  since  been 
inhabited  by  English-speaking  settlers. 
According  to  the  Guardian  (13  Septem- 
ber) a recent  census  shows  that  of  2,563 
residents,  fewer  than  a third  consider  them- 
selves British  while  59  per  cent  regard 
themselves  as  Falkland  Islanders.  In  a 
rational  world,  there  is  no  reason  for  Brit- 
ain, Argentina  or  any  other  country  to  have 
sovereignty  over  the  Falkland/Malvinas 
islands.  The  inhabitants  should  be  left 
alone  to  fish,  graze  sheep,  host  tourists 
and  the  occasional  scientific  expedition. 
To  defend  its  bogus  claim  to  sovereignty 
over  the  Falklands,  Britain  maintains  a 
military  base  at  Mount  Pleasant  Airfield, 
in  addition  to  various  stations  in  the  South 
Atlantic.  All  British  military  bases  out  of 
the  South  Atlantic! 

The  Main  Enemy  Is  at  Home! 

During  the  Falklands  war  we  put  for- 
ward the  perspective  of  revolutionary 
defeatism  on  both  sides,  expressed  in  slo- 
gans such  as:  “Sink  Thatcher!  Sink  the 
Junta!”  We  wrote:  “we  think  that  as  long 
as  these  two  viciously  anti-working-class 
regimes  go  at  one  another,  it’s  a good 
thing  if  they  grind  up  their  respective 
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military  machines.  Marxists  are  revolu- 
tionary defeatist  on  both  sides  in  the  pres- 
ent conflict.  The  potential  for  a massive 
class  upsurge  in  Argentina  is  obvious  and 
Thatcher,  too,  is  hated  by  Britain’s  work- 
ers” ( Spartacist  Britain  No.  42,  May 
1982).  At  the  time,  Britain  and  Argentina 
were  two  of  the  staunchest  allies  in  Wash- 
ington’s Cold  War  II  anti-Soviet  crusade 
which,  as  defenders  of  the  Soviet  Union, 
we  Trotskyists  opposed.  As  our  comrades 
in  the  U.S.  wrote  at  the  time,  “revolution- 
ary socialists  can  only  look  forward  to  the 
spectacle  of  these  two  hated  right-wing 
regimes  sinking  each  other’s  fleets  on  the 
high  seas”  ( Workers  Vanguard  No.  304, 
30  April  1982). 

For  General  Galtieri,  “recovery”  of  the 
Falklands/Malvinas  began  as  a textbook 
case  of  a despotic  regime  trying  to  take 
the  heat  off  at  home  by  launching  a for- 
eign invasion.  The  world’s  highest  infla- 
tion rate,  industry  operating  at  50  per  cent 
capacity,  and  skyrocketing  unemployment 
stoked  popular  anger,  already  boiling 
over  from  the  military’s  “dirty  war”  of 
terror  in  which  more  than  10,000  leftists 
and  other  opponents  had  been  killed  and 

30.000  disappeared.  On  30  March  1982, 

15.000  workers  were  met  with  brutal 
repression  when  they  attempted  to  protest 
in  front  of  the  presidential  palace.  Three 
days  later  Argentine  commandos  seized 
the  Falklands.  Galtieri  was  banking  on 
Washington’s  support  as  a well-earned 
reward  for  backing  the  U.S.’s  war  against 
the  Sandinistas  in  Nicaragua  and  left- 
ist insurgents  in  El  Salvador.  After  all, 
Galtieri  had  declared  that  the  third  world 
war  had  already  begun  in  the  Americas, 
a war  between  the  “free  world,”  led  by 
the  United  States,  and  Soviet  Commu- 
nism. But  after  failing  to  prevent  Britain 
and  Argentina  from  falling  out,  an  exas- 
perated U.S.  imperialism  backed  Britain, 
deciding  that  its  robust  anti-Soviet  ally  in 
Europe  was  strategically  more  important. 

As  the  war  got  underway,  the  Thatcher 
government  reached  an  unprecedented 
peak  in  the  opinion  polls  on  a wave  of 
jingoism,  with  the  gutter  press  scream- 
ing for  “our  boys”  to  get  the  “Argies” 
as  Royal  Navy  recruitment  posters  were 
pinned  on  factory  noticeboards.  The 
Labour  Party  leaders  and  trade-union 
bureaucracy  embraced  this  patriotic  fer- 
vour, supporting  the  formation  of  the 
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British  Task  Force.  The  victory  of  Her 
Majesty’s  forces  was  a defeat  for  British 
workers.  The  message  couldn’t  have  been 
clearer,  first  to  striking  railway  workers, 
when  returning  troops  unfurled  a banner 
saying:  "Call  off  the  rail  strike,  or  we’ll 
call  an  air  strike!” 

The  "Falklands  factor”  enabled  Thatcher 
to  triumph  in  a general  election  in  1983. 
In  her  second  term  she  pushed  ahead  with 
plans  to  smash  the  power  of  the  trade 
unions.  The  militant  National  Union  of 
Mineworkers  (NUM),  whose  struggles 
had  brought  down  the  previous  Tory  gov- 
ernment. was  a particular  target.  The  coal 
miners  fought  heroically  throughout  the 
1984-85  strike,  against  an  army  of  cops  and 
the  full  might  of  the  state.  But  thanks  to  the 
treachery  of  the  trade-union  bureaucracy 
and  Labour  Party  politicians,  the  miners 
remained  isolated  against  Thatcher.  Above 
all  what  was  necessary  to  ensure  a victory 
for  the  miners  was  for  workers  in  other 
industries  to  strike  alongside  the  NUM. 
But  the  trade-union  and  Labour  "lefts” 
mouthed  words  of  solidarity,  while  the 
right-wing  leaders  openly  and  viciously 
condemned  the  striking  miners,  just  as 
they  contributed  to  the  chauvinist  patriot- 
ism around  the  Falklands  war. 

Labourite  Left:  From  Union 
Jack  “Socialists”... 

The  Labour  “left,”  led  at  the  time  by 
Tony  Benn,  opposed  the  war  on  patriotic 
grounds.  Benn  warned  that  the  Falklands 
were  not  worth  risking  the  British  fleet 
over  and  that  such  a costly  war  could 
"end  in  tragedy  for  this  country.”  The 
Spartacist  League/Britain  responded:  "It 
would  be  a tragedy  for  the  British  bosses! 
The  only  war  worth  fighting  by  the  Brit- 
ish workers  is  the  class  war  against  their 
own  bourgeoisie.  THE  MAIN  ENEMY  IS 
AT  HOME!”  ( Spartacist  Britain  No.  42, 
May  1982).  Some  ostensible  "Marxists" 
at  the  time  managed  to  stand  to  the  right 
of  Tony  Benn.  An  article  in  the  Socialist 
Party’s  magazine  on  the  25th  anniversary 
of  the  war  claimed:  "We  opposed  both 
British  imperialism  and  the  Argentinean 


military  dictatorship”  ( Socialism  Today , 
April  2007).  But  in  1982  their  forebears  in 
the  Militant  tendency,  which  subsequently 
split  into  what  is  today  the  Socialist  Party 
and  Socialist  Appeal,  attacked  the  Bennite 
call  to  withdraw  the  fleet  as  a “pacifist 
blind  alley.”  And  they  went  foam-flecked 
against  organisations  who  were  for  the 
defeat  of  British  imperialism,  denouncing 
the  “monstrous  absurdity  of  the  sectar- 
ians’ position,”  of  “calling  for  the  defeat 
of  the  Task  Force.”  The  ultimate  solu- 
tion for  these  utter  reformists,  who  are 
wedded  to  the  idea  that  socialism  can  be 
implemented  beginning  with  an  "Enabling 
Act”  in  parliament,  was  “to  force  a general 
election  to  open  the  way  for  the  return  of  a 
Labour  government  to  implement  social- 
ist policies  at  home  and  abroad.”  For  the 
Militant:  "Using  socialist  methods,  a 
Labour  government  could  rapidly  defeat 
the  [Argentine]  dictatorship”  ( Militant 
International  Review,  June  1982). 

...To  Cheering  the  Junta 

Workers  Power  also  has  a sordid  history 
of  coming  down  on  the  side  of  the  impe- 
rialists, from  championing  the  counter- 
revolutionary Polish  Solidarnos'c  in  the 
1980s  to  hailing  the  imperialist-backed 
Libyan  rebels  last  spring.  However  during 
the  Falklands  war  Workers  Power  rallied 


to  the  "anti-imperialist”  cause... of  the 
Argentine  junta.  In  a 1982  leaflet.  Work- 
ers Power  placed  demands  on  the  reac- 
tionary military  dictatorship,  supposedly 
in  order  to  “expose  it”: 

"The  junta  have  tried  to  dress  themselves 
up  as  real  fighters  of  imperialism.  This 
is  a hollow  lie.  But  many  believe  it  to  be 
genuine.  The  task  of  Argentinian  social- 
ists is  to  force  the  junta  to  take  real  anti- 
imperialist measures.  They  should  be 
forced  to  nationalise  the  many  multina- 
tionals in  Argentina;  the  workers  must 
seize  control  of  those  factories  and  must 
be  armed  to  mount  a real  defence  against 
a possible  attack.” 

— “Victory  to  the  Argentine” 
Leftists  in  Argentina  who  held  a simi- 
lar position  include  the  pseudo-Trotskyist 
Nahuel  Moreno’s  Partido  Socialista  de  los 
Trabajadores  (PST).  For  the  nationalist 
cause  of  the  Malvinas,  the  PST  declared 
that  they  “form  part  of  the  military  camp 
of  the  dictatorship  in  the  fight  against  the 
British  imperialists.”  As  the  Spartacist 
League/U.S.  wrote  at  the  time:  “It  is  par- 
ticularly grotesque  for  the  PST  to  support 
this  ploy  by  butchers  who  have  murdered 
more  than  a hundred  of  their  comrades." 
Our  article  insisted: 

"This  ultra-reactionary  junta  will  not 
undertake  any  anti-imperialist  action, 
however  partial.  What  do  they  want  the 
islands  for?  As  we  have  pointed  out.  they 


could  well  turn  them  into  concentration 
camps  for  ‘dissidents,’  the  luckiest  of  the 
desaparecidos — an  Argentine  Dawson 
Island.  And  whom  have  they  named  as 
military  governor  of  the  Malvinas?  Mario 
Benjamin  Mcndndez,  who  was  a principal 
architect  of  the  junta’s  war  of  extermina- 
tion against  the  Argentine  left,  as  well  as 
a notoriously  brutal  concentration  camp 
commandant." 

— Workers  Vanguard  No.  307. 

11  June  1982 

A victory  for  the  Argentine  junta  in 
this  war  would  have  been  contrary  to 
the  interests  of  the  Argentine  working 
masses,  heightening  the  chauvinist  senti- 
ments Galtieri  had  excited  and  manipu- 
lated in  order  to  defuse  a burgeoning  class 
struggle.  Our  perspective  of  revolutionary 
defeatism  was  vindicated  by  the  events  in 
Argentina  following  the  outcome  of  the 
war.  Within  hours  of  the  fall  of  Port  Stan- 
ley to  the  British  imperialists,  the  chant 
"/Se  va  a acabar,  la  dictadura  militar /” 
(“The  military  dictatorship  is  coming  to 
an  end!”)  was  heard  through  the  streets  of 
Buenos  Aires.  The  humiliating  defeat  of 
the  Argentine  bourgeoisie  in  the  war  led 
directly  to  the  overthrow  of  the  military 
dictatorship,  creating  an  opening  for  the 
construction  of  a genuinely  revolution- 
ary party.  But  the  removal  of  the  junta, 
in  the  absence  of  such  a party,  has  been 
followed  by  a series  of  capitalist  crises. 
Populist  nationalism  is  the  major  barrier 
to  forging  a genuinely  revolutionary  party 
in  Argentina. 

The  Spartacist  League/Britain  fights  to 
build  a party  committed  to  burying  for 
good  the  heritage  of  British  imperialism, 
its  military  and  the  Union  Jack.  We  are 
proud  to  have  stated  at  the  time: 

“The  Argentine  proletariat  must  not  be 
taken  in  by  the  nationalist  diversion  over 
the  Falklands,  but  must  continue  the 
struggle  to  smash  Galtieri’s  bloody  junta. 
It  is  the  duty  of  British  workers  to  fight 
against  the  Thatcher  government’s  mili- 
tary adventure  to  regain  a colony,  and  to 
fight  for  their  own  class  power,  eradicat- 
ing the  last  vestiges  of  Britain's  sordid 
and  brutal  imperialist  history.  The  main 
enemy  is  at  home!" 

— Spartacist  Britain  No.  42. 

May  1982  ■ 


Morenoite  Farce  over  Malvinas,  Again 


The  article  translated  below  originally 
appeared  in  Espartaco  No.  35  (June  2012), 
the  newspaper  of  our  comrades  of  the 
Grupo  Espartaquista  de  Mexico. 
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Marx  wrote  once  that  history  repeats 
itself:  what  happens  first  as  tragedy  later 
takes  place  as  farce.  But,  in  regards  to 
the  Malvinas/Falklands,  the  Argentine 
pseudo-left  has  staged  the  same  farce 
twice.  The  first  mise-en-scene  occurred 
in  1982  when,  with  the  cry  of  "on  the  mil- 
itary side  of  the  Argentine  dictatorship” 
and  the  like,  the  whole  pseudo-Trotskyist 
swamp  saluted  the  Galtieri  military  junta 
for  its  ridiculous  war  over  the  rocky, 
inhospitable  islands  then  inhabited  by 
some  1.800  shepherds  (today  there  are  a 
little  over  3,000).  As  the  brutal  military 
dictatorship  teetered  in  the  midst  of  the 
worst  economic  recession  in  Argentine 
history  up  to  that  time  and  massive  work- 
ers’ protests,  Galtieri  launched  an  inva- 
sion of  the  desolate  islands  in  order  to 
divert  discontent  into  a wave  of  patriotic 
jingoism.  Similarly,  for  the  crumbling 
British  empire  with  Margaret  Thatcher  at 
the  helm,  this  was  a nice  little  war  that 
allowed  her  to  placate  the  militancy  of  her 
own  working  class. 

We  explained  at  the  time  that  the  gen- 
uine Leninist-Trotskyist  position  on  the 
conflict  was  revolutionary  defeatism  on 
both  sides:  “The  bloody  Argentine  junta, 
wracked  only  a few  weeks  ago  by  massive 
labor  protests,  and  the  despised  Thatcher 
government,  which  has  driven  the  British 
people  into  the  poorhouse,  can  be  brought 


down  as  a result  of  defeat  and  humiliation 
in  war”  (“Falklands:  Nowhere  War,"  WV 
No.  304,  30  April  1982). 

Thirty  years  later,  the  self-proclaimed 
“Trotskyists”  have  once  more  become 
enraptured  with  the  “Argentine  Mal- 
vinas” rhetoric,  this  time  from  the  mouth 
of  [Argentine  president]  Cristina  Ferndn- 
dez.  As  she  pushed  forward  a series  of 


to  raise  the  war  cry  that  the  Malvinas/ 
Falklands  “are  Argentinian,  an  integral 
part  of  our  territory,”  while  boasting 
of  the  military  "achievements”  of  the 
Galtieri  junta  by  referring,  in  the  first 
person  plural,  to  the  destruction  of  the 
HMS  Sheffield,  “which  we  sank  from 
the  pirates”  (La  Verdad  Obrera  No.  469, 
5 April).  For  its  part,  Izquierda  Social- 


November 
1985: 
Ex-president 
Leopoldo 
Galtieri 
(center)  with 
other  former 
leaders  of 
military  junta 
on  trial  in 
Buenos  Aires. 

Military  regime 
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defeat  in  war 
with  Britain. 


measures  against  the  working  masses, 
such  as  the  elimination  of  subsidies  for 
utilities  and  for  the  Buenos  Aires  subway, 
Ferndndez  seized  on  the  war’s  anniver- 
sary to  launch  a renewed  campaign  for 
possession  of  the  islands,  with  the  extra 
incentive  of  the  oil  discovered  in  that  area 
a couple  of  years  ago — of  which  decrepit 
British  imperialism  does  not  want  to  share 
a single  drop. 

A snap  of  Ferndndez’s  fingers  was 
enough  for  the  neo-Morenoite  Partido 
de  los  Trabajadores  Socialistas  (PTS) 


ista — what  remains  of  the  followers 
of  the  late  political  chameleon  Nahuel 
Moreno  outside  the  PTS  itself — flew  its 
white-and-blue  colors,  chanting  that  “40 
million  Argentinians  demand  sovereignty 
over  our  islands”  (El  Socialista  No.  214, 
15  February).  Never  one  to  be  outdone, 
the  caudillo  of  the  Partido  Obrero,  Jorge 
Altamira,  pathetically  lamented  the  dic- 
tatorship’s 1982  failure:  “How  happy  it 
would  have  made  us  if  the  papers  had 
carried  the  news  that  a lunatic,  a mur- 
derer and  a torturer  [Galtieri]  had  sunk 


the  British  fleet  in  the  South  Atlantic, 
and  not  that  a sane,  a democratic  [sic!] 
and  a civilized  [sic!]  Thatcher  destroyed 
the  Argentine  army”  (2  April  video  on 
www.tvpts.tv). 

The  pseudo-Trotskyists  present  the  bour- 
geois chauvinist  ambitions  and  adventures 
over  the  Malvinas/Falklands  as  an  "anti- 
imperialist cause.”  But,  as  we  wrote  30 
years  ago: 

“What’s  anti-imperialist  about  the  ‘recov- 
ery’ of  this  tiny  archipelago  hundreds  of 
miles  from  the  Argentine  coasts?  Does  it 
affect  the  right  of  self-determination  of 
the  Argentine  people?  Not  at  all.  In  what 
way  are  the  Falklands/Malvinas  used  as 
a means  of  economic  pressure  by  Brit- 
ain? By  buying  supplies  in  Argentina? 
Granted,  the  Falklands  are  a relic  of  the 
British  empire,  and  communists  demand 
that  this  decaying,  second-rate  imperial- 
ist power  get  out  of  all  its  colonial  hold- 
overs, from  Hong  Kong  to  the  Falklands. 
But  the  Argentine  working  masses  would 
gain  nothing  from  Galtieri's  adventure 
(even  if  it  had  been  successful).’’ 

— "Thatcher  Orders  Bloody 
Slaughter,"  WV  No.  307, 

11  June  1982 

In  fact,  the  PTS  has  given  a new  twist  to 
embellishing  the  Argentine  bourgeoisie’s 
military  adventures  by  raising  the  gro- 
tesquely reformist  and  social-chauvinist 
demand  that  in  1982  “the  workers,  through 
their  organizations"  had  to  impose  “gen- 
eral enlistment  of  the  people  so  that  every 
man  and  woman  could  receive  adequate 
military  instruction"  to  go  and  kill  Brit- 
ish people  (or  get  killed  by  them)  over  a 
bunch  of  wind-swept  rocks  (La  Verdad 
Obrera  No.  462,  16  February).  With  its 
left  flank  loyally  covered  by  these  fervent 
patriots,  the  Argentine  bourgeoisie  must 
feel  quite  at  ease.  ■ 
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For  Free  Quality  Integrated  Education  for  All ! 

Supreme  Court  to  Rule  on 
Remnants  of  Affirmative  Action 


Having  all  but  abolished  special  ad- 
missions programs  and  other  minimal 
reforms  initiated  in  the  mid  1960s  to 
increase  minority  students’  access  to 
higher  education,  the  Supreme  Court  will 
soon  rule  on  whether  any  consideration 
of  race  in  University  of  Texas  admissions 
is  constitutional.  The  Fisher  v.  Univer- 
sity of  Texas  case  is  taking  place  in  the 
context  of  a decades-long  racist  purge  of 
universities  through  both  legal  attacks 
on  affirmative  action  and  astronomical 
tuition  hikes  that  keep  quality  higher 
education  out  of  reach  for  the  mass 
of  black  and  Latino  kids.  During  the 
Supreme  Court’s  October  10  Fisher  hear- 
ing, about  250  protesters  gathered  outside 
the  court  in  support  of  affirmative  action. 
There  has  been  a lamentable  dearth  of 
protest  around  this  Supreme  Court  case, 
even  as  compared  to  the  2003  Grutter  v. 
Bollinger  case. 

Workers  and  youth  must  oppose  this 
attack  on  the  remains  of  affirmative 
action.  The  Fisher  case  is  part  of  a racist 
ideological  drive  to  entrench  the  principle 
that  oppressed  minorities  deserve  noth- 
ing, ever.  In  university  admissions,  affir- 
mative action  has  meant  gains,  however 
minimal,  for  a small  number  of  black 
and  Latino  students  against  the  inherent 
race  and  class  bias  of  higher  education 
under  capitalism.  But  these  gains  are  at 
best  limited  and  easily  reversible,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  last  35  years  of  Supreme 
Court  rulings,  as  well  as  the  ballot  ini- 
tiatives and  laws  that  currently  ban 
affirmative  action  in  seven  states.  What 
is  needed  is  not  simply  a defense  of  the 
existing  scraps  of  affirmative  action  but  a 
fight  for  free,  quality,  racially  integrated 
education  as  a right  for  everyone.  The 
working  class  has  the  potential  social 
power  and  objective  interest  to  fight  for 
this. 

Minimal  gains  like  affirmative  action 
never  have  and  never  will  fundamentally 
alter  the  systematic  oppression  of  black 
people.  The  majority  of  black  youth  are 
not  simply  locked  out  of  the  elite  univer- 
sities. Those  who  are  not  locked  away  in 
America’s  prisons  work  in  menial  jobs — if 
they  have  access  to  a job  at  all — and  lan- 
guish in  the  segregated  ghettos  where  the 
only  ticket  out  is  signing  up  for  the  impe- 


rialist military  or  the  police.  Many  Lati- 
nos, especially  Dominicans  and  Puerto 
Ricans  who  are  branded  by  the  color  of 
their  skin  once  they  hit  U.S.  shores,  do 
not  fare  much  better.  Black  oppression  is 
woven  into  the  fabric  of  American  capi- 
talism. starting  from  the  enslavement  of 
millions  of  black  people.  Chattel  slavery 
no  longer  exists  in  this  country,  but  the 
forcible  segregation  of  the  vast  majority  of 
black  people  cannot  be  ended  by  anything 
short  of  workers  revolution  to  sweep  away 
the  capitalist  system. 

High  school  students  of  today  have 
never  seen  a time  when  segregation  (white 
kids  going  to  mostly  white  schools,  black 
kids  going  to  mostly  black  schools)  was 
not  accepted  in  society  as  the  "normal" 
order  of  things.  The  hypersegregation  of 
U.S.  schools,  which  also  affects  many 
Latinos,  is  the  disastrous  consequence  of 
the  1970s  defeat  of  busing.  Busing  was 
a minimal  court-mandated  reform  that 
required  the  racial  integration  of  public 
schools  in  Boston  and  other  cities.  The 
Spartacist  League  defended  busing  and 
urged  the  working  class  to  fight  to  extend 
busing  to  the  wealthier  white  suburbs. 
(See  "As  Racist  Mobs  Rampaged,  Liber- 
als and  Reformists  Knifed  Busing,"  WV 
No.  921,  26  September  2008.)  As  time 
went  on,  the  courts  increasingly  accepted 


the  verdict  handed  down  by  racist  mob 
rule  in  the  1970s. 

Reactionaries’  Drive  to 
End  Affirmative  Action 

This  Supreme  Court  case  centers  on 
Abigail  Fisher,  a white  student  from  Texas 
who  cried  foul  because  the  University 
of  Texas  denied  her  application  in  2008. 
Fisher’s  lawyer  claims  she  was  “injured” 
by  going  through  an  admissions  process 
that  considers  race  as  one  of  many  fac- 
tors in  determining  the  admission  of  some 
incoming  freshmen.  He  further  argues  that, 
since  the  University  of  Texas  automatically 
admits  white,  black  and  Latino  students 
who  graduate  in  the  top  10  percent  of  their 
high  school  classes,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
ever  consider  race  in  admissions  in  order  to 
achieve  racial  “diversity.”  Fisher’s  follow- 
ers are  raising  the  timeworn  racist  battle 
cry  of  “reverse  discrimination.” 

The  driving  force  behind  the  Fisher  case 
is  the  Project  on  Fair  Representation,  a 
right-wing  legal  organization  set  up  by  for- 
mer investment  broker  Edward  Blum.  This 
reactionary  outfit  is  also  providing  all  of  the 
resources  for  the  Shelby  County  v.  Holder 
case  that  is  currently  before  the  Supreme 
Court — a case  aimed  at  overturning  key 
sections  of  the  1965  Voting  Rights  Act. 
From  affirmative  action  and  racial  integra- 
tion of  public  schools  to  voting  rights  for 
blacks  and  Latinos,  its  mission  seems  to  be 
the  elimination  of  every  remaining  gain  of 
the  civil  rights  movement. 

And  where  does  the  money  come 
from?  The  Project  on  Fair  Representa- 
tion is  funded  by  Donors  Trust,  a con- 
duit through  which  right-wingers  like 
the  infamous  Koch  brothers  and  Chicago 
industrialist  Barre  Seid  have  funneled 
over  $300  million  to  projects  ranging 
from  the  drive  to  gut  Social  Security  to 
the  undermining  of  research  into  climate 
change.  Donors  Trust  recipients  also 
include  right-wing  think  tanks  like  the 
CATO  Institute  and  American  Enterprise 
Institute,  whose  “scholars”  have  included 
Dinesh  D’Souza,  Newt  Gingrich.  Charles 
Murray,  who  coauthored  the  racist  Bell 
Curve , and  John  Yoo,  the  architect  of  the 
Bush  administration's  torture  memos. 

For  its  part,  the  Obama  administra- 
tion submitted  an  amicus  curiae  (friend 


of  the  court)  brief  in  defense  of  the  Uni- 
versity of  Texas  and  in  support  of  the 
last  scraps  of  affirmative  action.  After 
motivating  at  length  the  importance  of 
black  and  Latino  military  officers,  the 
brief  argues,  "A  pipeline  of  highly  quali- 
fied, diverse  graduates  is  critical  to  the 
Nation’s  law-enforcement  and  national- 
security  needs.” 

The  Obama  White  House  could  not 
care  less  about  making  education  acces- 
sible to  black  and  Latino  youth.  Rather, 
the  administration  is  simply  expressing 
the  interests  of  a more  far-sighted  wing  of 
the  bourgeoisie  that  wants  to  have  enough 
black  police  chiefs  to  “educate”  the  ghet- 
tos through  cop  terror  and  repression; 
enough  Latino  Border  Patrol  officials 
to  oversee  the  roundups  of  Mexicans  on 
the  border;  and  enough  black  and  Latino 
military  officers  to  command  the  loyalty 
of  their  black  and  Latino  subordinates  so 
that  U.S.  imperialism  can  maintain  its 
murderous  domination  over  black-  and 
brown-skinned  peoples  of  the  world.  The 
liberals  and  reformists  who  think  they  can 
successfully  pressure  the  federal  govern- 
ment to  champion  rights  for  oppressed 
minorities  are  living  in  a fool’s  paradise. 

Also  arguing  in  support  of  affirmative 
action,  Wal-Mart,  Halliburton  and  Star- 
bucks  added  their  names  to  an  amicus 
brief  of  nearly  five  dozen  Fortune  100 
and  other  top  corporations.  Again,  these 
capitalists  have  not  the  slightest  inter- 
est in  education  for  the  ghettos  and  bar- 
rios. They  want  a small  layer  of  black 
and  Latino  professionals  as  supervisors, 
administrators  and  marketing  agents  who 
can  deal  in  a "global  society,”  and  they 
want  their  (mostly  white)  future  execu- 
tives to  have  experience  in  a “diverse" 
university  environment.  The  amicus  brief 
explicitly  states  their  motive:  “All  of  this 
is  not  just  a matter  of  abstract  ideas,  but 
of  dollars  and  cents.” 

Defend  Affirmative  Action 
and  More! 

In  the  wake  of  the  civil  rights  movement 
and  then  the  ghetto  upheavals,  the  bour- 
geois rulers  set  up  affirmative  action  pro- 
grams beginning  in  the  mid  1960s  as  a sop 
to  defuse  social  struggles  and  to  create  and 
co-opt  a layer  of  black  middle-class  pro- 
fessionals. The  liberal  affirmative  action 
schemes  were  from  the  outset  designed  in 
such  a way  as  to  set  whites  against  blacks 
and  men  against  women  in  competition 
for  a diminishing  share  of  jobs,  classroom 
seats  and  professional  openings.  After  all, 
within  the  framework  of  the  capitalist  sta- 
tus quo,  advancement  for  one  sector  of  the 
population  can  only  come  at  the  expense  of 
another.  Black  people  are  therefore  turned 
into  scapegoats  for  the  white  workers'  poor 
conditions,  which  have  increasingly  wors- 
ened during  this  latest  economic  crisis  that 
the  capitalists  created. 

Young  activists  who  believe  that  the 
Democratic  Party  is  the  instrument  for 
defending  the  interests  of  workers  and 
the  oppressed  should  not  fool  themselves. 
As  we  wrote  in  “Defeat  Racist  Assault 
on  Affirmative  Action!”  (WV  No.  620,  7 
April  1995): 

“And  today  the  liberals  cannot  defend 

these  measures  which  they  instituted  in 
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1960s  protest  during  mass  upheaval  of  civil  rights  movement. 
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Mexico:  Cops  Attack  Students, 
Teachers  in  Michoacdn 


MEXICO  CITY,  November  17 — Protests 
have  continued  in  response  to  the  Octo- 
ber 15  police  raids  in  Michoacdn,  which 
were  overseen  by  the  Institutional  Revolu- 
tionary Party  (PR I)  state  government  and 
the  outgoing  right-wing  clerical  National 
Action  Party  (PAN)  federal  government. 
Section  18  of  the  SNTE  teachers  union, 
which  is  controlled  by  the  CNTE  dissi- 
dent wing  of  the  union,  has  demonstrated 
in  defense  of  the  students.  Section  18  will 
also  be  participating  in  the  November  20 
national  strike  in  opposition  to  the  anti- 
labor Labor  Reform  approved  by  the  fed- 
eral government  (see  “Mexico:  PR  I Back 
at  Helm  of  Capitalist  State,”  WV  No. 
1012,  9 November). 

All  176  arrested  protesters  have  since 
been  released,  but  49  of  them  still  face 
charges  including  sedition  and  rioting. 
The  students  called  off  their  strike  on 
October  29,  but  on  November  6 they  set 
up  a round-the-clock  protest  outside  the 
state  government  offices  in  Morelia,  the 
capital  of  Michoacdn.  This  lasted  ten  days, 
at  which  point  they  held  a demonstration 
blocking  a highway  heading  out  of  the 
city.  They  are  demanding  that  all  charges 
be  dropped  and  that  the  authorities  com- 
ply with  what  they  agreed  to  in  the  nego- 
tiations— more  teaching  positions,  modi- 
fications of  the  curriculum  and  full  credit 
for  the  current  semester. 

As  we  wrote  last  year  in  the  wake  of  the 
murderous  cop  attack  in  Guerrero,  which 
was  spearheaded  by  the  nationalist-populist 
Party  of  the  Democratic  Revolution  (PRD) 


October  15:  Federal  and  state  police  brutally  attack  and  arrest  students  in 
Michoacan. 


ing  posts  and  some  control  over  the  cur- 
riculum. Beginning  on  October  4,  the 
strikers  seized  buses  and  trucks  and  held 
them  inside  the  campus  facilities.  Before 
dawn  on  October  15,  PRI  governor  Fausto 
Vallejo,  together  with  the  PAN  federal 
government,  unleashed  cop  terror  against 
the  strikers.  Armed  police  stormed  in  and 
threw  tear  gas  at  the  demonstrators,  who 
defended  themselves  with  rocks  and  by 
setting  some  of  the  buses  on  fire.  Finally, 
the  police  overwhelmed  and  brutally 
beat  them.  A total  of  176  strikers  were 
arrested  and  many  were  injured,  includ- 
ing some  with  gunshot  wounds.  Cops 
attacked  Cheran  villagers  who  tried  to  help 
the  strikers.  While  most  of  those  arrested 
have  been  freed,  eight  are  still  imprisoned 
in  Morelia  under  charges  of  sedition  and 
rioting.  Section  18  of  the  SNTE  is  now  on 
strike,  demanding  freedom  for  the  jailed 
strikers.  What’s  needed  is  mass,  active  sol- 
idarity with  the  Michoacdn  students,  espe- 
cially mobilizing  the  support  of  the  work- 
ing class  with  its  social  power.  An  injury 
to  one  is  an  injury  to  all!  Freedom  now 
for  those  still  in  jail!  Drop  all  the  charges! 

The  raid  against  these  students,  who 
have  strong  ties  to  the  teachers  union  that 
they  will  eventually  join  and  who  attend 
school  in  a region  with  a large  indigenous 
population,  sparked  a mass  demonstration 
in  Morelia.  State  repression  was  directed 
even  against  those  who  mobilized  for  the 
release  of  the  jailed  strikers:  Seven  peo- 
ple who  blocked  the  Morel ia-Pdtzcuaro 
highway  in  Michoacdn  on  October  15 
were  arrested,  while  dozens  of  students 
who  closed  down  Insurgentes  Avenue  in 
Mexico  City  on  October  19  were  bru- 
tally attacked.  The  raid  on  the  Michoacdn 
campuses  is  also  a threat  against  the  stu- 
dents and  rejected  applicants  who  have 


state  government,  "The  demands  of  rural 
teachers  college  students  [such  as  bet- 
ter facilities  and  more  resources]  have 
changed  very  little  in  the  last  50  years, 
and  in  all  this  time  the  response  of  the 
ruling  capitalists/landowners — especially 
but  not  only  in  Guerrero — has  varied 
from  class  disdain  to  more  abject  police/ 
military  brutality.” 

The  following  is  a translation  of  the 
October  22  leaflet  issued  by  the  Grupo 
Espartaquista  de  Mdxico,  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League. 

* * * 

Students,  faculty  members  and  work- 
ers at  the  teachers  colleges  in  the  cities 
of  Cherdn,  Arteaga  and  Tiripetio  went  on 
strike  September  10,  demanding  teach- 


October  17: 

Mass  demonstration 
by  teachers  union  in 
Morelia,  Michoacan, 
demands  immediate 
release  of  arrested 
students. 


Drop  All  Charges! 


the  first  place,  because  they  have  nothing 
to  offer  the  working  class,  white  or  black, 
and  besides,  they  can’t  square  them  with 
their  ideology  of  meritocracy  and  abstract 
“democracy.'  The  stark  fact  is  that  there  is 
no  way  to  overcome  entrenched  racial  and 
sexual  oppression  within  the  framework 
of  capitalism.” 

We  defend  affirmative  action  in  higher 
education  as  a minimal  democratic  mea- 
sure. At  the  same  time,  we  have  always 
opposed  affirmative  action  in  employ- 
ment, because  it  gives  employers  and  cap- 
italist state  agencies  the  chance  to  inter- 
fere in  the  trade  unions  for  the  purpose  of 
undermining  hard-won  gains.  During  the 
Nixon  administration,  the  1969  "Phila- 
delphia Plan"  mandated  hiring  quotas  on 
federal  construction  projects  and  were 
used  to  undermine  union  hiring  halls  and 
seniority  rights.  This  was  part  of  a con- 
scious effort  to  use  minority  workers  as 


a club  against  their  white  class  brothers 
and  sisters.  Against  government-enforced 
affirmative  action  schemes  in  the  unions, 
we  fight  for  preferential  training  and  hir- 
ing of  minorities  by  the  unions  as  part  of 
the  struggle  to  organize  the  unorganized 
and  to  establish  and  defend  union  hiring 
halls. 

Quality  education  should  not  be  a privi- 
lege bestowed  on  the  "worthy"  sons  and 
daughters  of  the  bourgeoisie  and  those 
who  can  afford  it.  It  should  be  a right  for 
everyone.  The  select  few  who  manage  to 
get  into  a good  college  can  barely  with- 
stand the  cost  of  four  years.  For  example, 
the  Chronicle  of  Higher  Education  (31 
August)  reports  that  only  32  percent  of 
black  students  and  39  percent  of  Latinos 
at  Texas’  public  four-year  institutions 
actually  graduate.  The  57  percent  gradu- 
ation rate  for  white  students  is  also  abys- 


mal. Against  the  debt  peonage  that  awaits 
so  many  college  students  of  all  races,  we 
say:  Abolish  the  student  debt! 

All  colleges  should  have  open  admis- 
sions, no  tuition,  a state-paid  living  sti- 
pend for  each  student  and  free  childcare 
in  order  to  make  education  genuinely 
accessible  to  everyone.  Private  univer- 
sities like  Harvard,  with  its  $30  billion 
endowment,  should  be  nationalized  under 
worker,  student  and  teacher  control.  Mas- 
sive remedial  programs  should  be  set  up 
to  academically  prepare  students  com- 
ing from  the  resource-starved  inner-city 
schools.  Racial  integration  and  equal 
access  to  a quality  education  will  not 
come  through  Supreme  Court  rulings  or 
the  election  of  Democratic  politicians. 
The  fight  for  free,  quality  education  for 
all  cannot  be  separated  from  the  neces- 
sary struggle  to  abolish  the  capitalist 


occupied  schools  in  Morelia.  Chiapas  and 
Mexico  City.  As  long  as  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem exists,  the  rulers  will  use  state  forces 
against  those  who  demand  education,  jobs, 
housing,  health  care  and  basic  rights. 

Many  throughout  the  country  are 
worried  about  what  the  PRI’s  return  to 
the  presidency  will  mean.  Nevertheless, 
widespread  illusions  in  the  PRD  and/or 
L6pez  Obrador  and  his  Morena  [Move- 
ment for  National  Regeneration]  are  an 
obstacle  that  prevents  the  working  class 
and  oppressed  from  fighting  for  the  soci- 
ety they  deserve,  one  governed  according 
to  the  needs  of  the  people  instead  of  the 
interests  and  profits  of  the  owners  of  indus- 
try and  capital.  “Leftist”  bourgeois  parties 
and  politicians  only  differ  with  the  PRI  and 
PAN  over  how  to  administer  capitalism. 
Although  the  PRD  did  not  directly  par- 
ticipate in  this  cruel  repression  and  they 
now  throw  up  their  hands  in  horror  and 
condemnation,  this  party  was  responsible 
for  the  state  repression  against  students  of 
the  teachers  college  in  Ayotzinapa,  Guer- 
rero, last  year  that  left  two  students  dead 
on  the  highway.  Similarly.  PRD  governor 
L^zaro  Cardenas  Batel  sent  cops  against 
the  miners  and  metal  workers  on  strike 
in  the  port  of  Lazaro  Cdrdenas  in  2006, 
leaving  two  miners  dead  [see  “Miners, 
Steel  Workers  Strikes  Shake  Mexico," 
WV'No.  872,  9 June  2006].  The  bourgeois 
state — which  has  the  cops,  the  army,  the 
prisons  and  the  courts  at  its  core — can’t 
be  reformed.  Its  class  nature  will  not 
change  by  replacing  one  ruling  capitalist 
politician  with  another.  What  happened  in 
Cheran,  Arteaga  and  Tiripetio  last  week 
is  not  an  aberration,  but  the  normal  func- 
tioning of  the  bourgeois  state. 

The  bourgeoisie  couldn’t  care  less  about 
the  general  education  of  the  exploited  and 
oppressed  masses — especially  poor  peas- 
ants and  indigenous  people.  As  we  wrote 
last  year  after  the  attack  in  Ayotzinapa: 
"The  bourgeoisie  allocates  resources 
for  education  in  proportion  to  what  its 
own  priorities  require  for  the  training  of 
capitalist  society’s  future  administrative, 
technical  and  ideological  personnel.... 
We  communists  fight  for  free,  quality 
education  for  all — in  the  city  and  in  the 
countryside — with  open  admissions  and 
student  stipends.  Placing  education  at 
the  service  of  the  workers  and  peasants 
requires  putting  an  end  to  the  system  of 
capitalist  exploitation,  which  is  dedicated 
to  producing  profits  for  the  numerically 
small  bourgeoisie,  through  a socialist 
revolution  that  expropriates  the  bour- 
geoisie and  establishes  a collectivized, 
planned  economy  to  satisfy  the  needs  of 
the  population.” 

— "Mexico:  Cops  Shoot  Down 
Students  in  Guerrero,”  reprint- 
ed in  WV  No.  995,  3 February 

To  end  state  violence  once  and  for  all, 
the  working  class,  standing  at  the  head 
of  the  rural  and  urban  oppressed  masses, 
must  destroy  the  capitalist  state  and 
replace  it  with  its  own  class  dictatorship, 
in  the  form  of  a workers  and  peasants 
government.  To  achieve  this  it  is  neces- 
sary for  the  proletariat  to  break  with  all 
illusions  in  the  bosses’  parties  and  forge  a 
revolutionary  workers  party  that  will  lead 
the  fight  to  end  capitalism.  That  is  the  task 
to  which  we  dedicate  all  our  efforts.  ■ 


system  itself.  Only  workers  revolution 
can  put  an  end  to  racial  and  other  social 
inequalities  that  are  firmly  rooted  in  the 
capitalist  system.  ■ 
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Re-Election... 

( continued  from  page  l) 

racist  reaction  that  want  to  roll  back  the 
remaining  gains  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment, seen  not  least  in  various  unsuccess- 
ful schemes  to  suppress  black  voter  turn- 
out. The  reactionaries  also  want  to  take 
a hatchet  to  the  Fourteenth  Amendment, 
which  granted  citizenship  to  former  black 
slaves  after  the  Civil  War  and  extended 
this  right  to  anyone  else  born  in  the 
U.S.,  namely  the  children  of  immigrants. 
What  black  people  feared  was  seen  at  the 
campus  of  “Ole  Miss”  on  election  night, 
when  white  students  rioted  after  learning 
the  results,  screaming  racial  epithets  and 
burning  an  Obama-Biden  election  sign. 

By  the  count  of  the  Electoral  College, 
Obama  won  handily,  and  he  beat  Rom- 
ney in  the  popular  vote  by  roughly  three 
percentage  points.  Romney  captured  the 
lion's  share  of  the  white  vote,  particularly 
men  and  particularly  in  the  vast  majority 
of  the  states  of  the  former  Confederacy  as 
well  as  the  rural  areas  of  the  “heartland.” 
Obama  was  backed  by  well  over  90  per- 
cent of  the  black  electorate  and  more  than 
70  percent  of  Latinos  and  Asian  Ameri- 
cans, also  getting  the  support  of  single 
women,  young  people,  gays  and  families 
with  annual  incomes  under  $50,000. 

Although  Obama’s  2008  election  was 
celebrated  as  the  beginning  of  the  “end 
of  racism,”  black  people  overall  are  far 
worse  off  today  than  they  were  four  years 
ago.  Black  unemployment  has  spiked, 
wages  have  flatlined  and  median  wealth 
has  crashed.  The  wave  of  foreclosures  has 
black  families  staying  in  homeless  shel- 
ters at  seven  times  the  rate  of  whites.  This 
is  not  to  mention  the  White  House-led 
assault  on  public  education  that  has  writ- 
ten off  ghetto  schools.  The  stark  reality  is 
that  black  oppression,  which  is  structur- 
ally embedded  in  American  capitalism,  is 
not  going  to  be  overcome  short  of  socialist 
revolution,  whereby  the  working  class  rips 
the  economy  out  of  the  hands  of  the  racist 
capitalist  rulers  and  reorganizes  it  on  an 
egalitarian  socialist  basis. 

The  Devil  Didn’t  Make  Him  Do  It 

On  the  heels  of  the  president’s  re-election, 
liberals,  the  trade-union  bureaucracy  and 
black  Democratic  Party  politicians  are 
peddling  the  myth  that  “now  Obama  will 
fight  for  us."  By  their  lights.  Obama  was 
prevented  from  doing  so  in  his  first  term 
by  the  economic  and  other  “messes,”  such 
as  the  imperialist  occupations  of  Iraq  and 
Afghanistan,  left  behind  by  his  Republi- 
can predecessor,  George  W.  Bush. 

As  we  wrote  at  the  time  of  Obama’s 
2008  election: 

“From  the  standpoint  of  the  international 
working  class  and  oppressed  there  is 
nothing  to  celebrate  in  Obama's  victory 
and  much  to  fear.  Enthusiasm  among 
large  sections  of  the  bourgeoisie,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  justified.  After  nearly  eight 
years  of  one  of  the  most  incompetent  and 
widely  despised  regimes  in  recent  U.S. 
history,  they  now  have  in  Obama  a more 


rational  face  for  their  brutal,  irrational 
system.  Obama  has  also  inspired  illusions 
in  the  trappings  of  bourgeois  democracy, 
the  means  by  which  the  capitalists  dis- 
guise their  rule  with  the  appearance  of 
a popular  mandate.  Abroad.  Obama  pro- 
vides an  invaluable  facelift  for  U.S.  impe- 
rialism. the  main  enemy  of  the  world’s 
working  people.” 

— “Obama:  Commander-in-Chief 
of  Racist  U.S.  Imperialism." 

WV  No.  925,  21  November  2008 
Since  then,  Obama  has  cut  the  losses 
for  U.S.  imperialism  by  drawing  down  the 
number  of  troops  in  Iraq,  leaving  behind 
a residual  military  force  to  help  police  the 
region,  and  is  preparing  an  eventual  pull- 
out from  Afghanistan.  At  the  same  time, 
his  administration  has  ratcheted  up  the 
global  “war  on  terror,"  with  the  numbers 
of  those  killed  by  U.S.  drones  soon  to  top 
3,000  under  a president  who  keeps  his 
own  "terrorist”  kill  list.  While  liberals  hail 
White  House  plans  to  trim  some  Pentagon 
spending — a bit  of  economic  correction 
by  the  ruling  class — this  will  not  in  the 
least  cut  into  the  military  predominance 
of  U.S.  imperialism,  which  spends  more 
on  its  war  machine  than  the  next  14  larg- 
est spenders  combined.  On  the  home  front, 
with  its  electronic  and  other  monitoring  of 
the  purported  “enemy  within,”  the  Obama 
administration  has  outstripped  the  Bush- 
Cheney  government  in  assaulting  the  con- 
stitutional rights  of  the  population. 

As  for  the  notion  that  it  was  Bush 
administration  plans  that  forced  Obama’s 
hand  in  bailing  out  the  Wall  Street  bank- 


August 2011:  Unemployed  line  up  at  Atlanta  job  fair. 


as  the  "friend”  of  labor,  minorities  and 
the  poor  is  aimed  at  heading  off  class  and 
social  struggle  against  the  capitalist  rulers. 
The  lunacy  of  the  Republican  Party  is  sim- 
ply an  extreme  expression  of  a decaying 
system  whose  masters  see  in  the  present 
economic  crisis  an  opportunity  to  further 
starve  the  poor,  bust  the  unions,  drive  down 
wages  and  slash  such  social  programs  as 
remain.  The  Democrats  do  the  same  thing 
because  they  serve  the  same  interests; 
they  just  try  to  put  a "kinder,  gentler”  face 
on  it.  In  his  27  September  column  on  the 
presidential  contest,  titled  “From  Hope  to 
Fear,"  America’s  foremost  class-war  pris- 
oner, Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  summed  it  up: 
"Truth  is,  both  are  essentially  advocates 


ers  whose  financial  swindles  had  trig- 
gered a global  economic  meltdown,  let’s 
hear  it  from  the  man  himself.  Not  long 
after  Obama  came  into  office,  he  had 
his  first  meeting  with  these  high-rolling 
perps.  In  his  book  Confidence  Men 
(2011),  Ron  Suskind  cites  a top  bank- 
ing executive:  “The  president  had  us  at 
a moment  of  real  vulnerability.  At  that 
point,  he  could  have  ordered  us  to  do 
just  about  anything,  and  we  would  have 
rolled  over.”  Instead.  Obama  assured  the 
assembled  titans  of  U.S.  finance  capital: 
“My  administration  is  the  only  thing 
between  you  and  the  pitchforks....  I'm  not 
out  there  to  go  after  you.  I’m  protecting 
you." 

Here  is  a pure  expression  of  the  role  of 
the  Democratic  Party  as  one  of  the  dual 
parties  of  capital.  Its  occasional  posture 


University  of 
Mississippi: 
Obama/Biden 
sign  being  burned 
at  racist  student 
rally  following 
news  of  Obama's 
re-election  on 
November  6. 


of  austerity.  One  wants  to  slap  people  with 
it;  the  other  slaps  you  as  well.  He  just  says 
he  hated  to  do  it.” 

That  the  presidential  election  was 
among  the  most  polarized  on  racial, 
social  and,  in  many  ways,  class  lines  in 
recent  U.S.  history  speaks  to  the  anger 
and  discontent  at  the  base  of  this  society. 
But  such  discontent  is  massively  distorted 
by  the  electoral  circus,  a keystone  of  the 
whole  fraud  of  bourgeois  democracy.  In 
The  State  and  Revolution  (1917),  Bolshe- 
vik leader  V.  I.  Lenin  succinctly  described 
bourgeois  elections  as  providing  voters 
with  the  chance  to  “decide  once  every  few 
years  which  member  of  the  ruling  class  is 
to  repress  and  crush  the  people.” 

As  revolutionary  Marxists,  it  is  our  pur- 
pose to  fight  to  translate  discontent  among 
the  toiling  masses  into  a conscious  under- 


standing that  the  working  class  needs  its 
own  party — not  a parliamentary  vehicle 
vying  to  be  the  administrators  of  the  capi- 
talist state  but  a party  championing  the 
cause  of  all  the  exploited  and  oppressed  in 
the  fight  for  workers  rule.  A central  obsta- 
cle to  this  fight  is  the  labor  bureaucracy, 
which  has  long  subordinated  the  struggles 
and  interests  of  the  proletariat  to  the  class 
enemy,  particularly  through  the  agency  of 
the  Democratic  Party. 

The  Labor  Lieutenants  of 
U.S.  Imperialism 

The  AFL-CIO  tops  are  patting  them- 
selves on  the  back  for  their  role  in  Obama’s 
re-election,  particularly  in  such  battle- 
ground states  as  Ohio  and  Wisconsin. 
These  two  have  also  been  battleground 
states  for  labor,  with  Ohio  auto  workers 
and  Wisconsin  public  workers  getting 
pummeled  thanks  to  their  misleaders’ 
prostration  before  the  Democrats.  In  2009, 
the  United  Auto  Workers  tops  worked 
hand  in  glove  with  Obama  on  the  GM  and 
Chrysler  bailouts,  which  wrested  massive 
concessions  from  a union  that  was  once 
the  powerhouse  of  the  labor  movement. 
In  2011,  the  anger  of  tens  of  thousands 
of  workers  and  their  allies  who  rallied 
against  Wisconsin  Republican  governor 
Scott  Walker’s  union-busting  assault  on 
public  workers  was  channeled  into  a cam- 
paign to  recall  Walker  and  replace  him 
with  an  anti-union  Democrat.  Even  that 
crime  didn’t  pay,  as  the  recall  went  down 
to  defeat. 

Such  has  not  curbed  the  enthusiasm  of 
self-proclaimed  socialists  like  the  Work- 
ers World  Party,  whose  editorial  “Obama 
Wins,  Struggle  Begins”  proclaims: 
“While  unions  have  been  declared  dead 
many  times  by  bourgeois  pundits,  they 
showed  their  muscle,  going  door  to  door  in 
places  like  Wisconsin”  ( Workers  World,  7 
November).  What  a shameless  statement  of 
the  bankruptcy  of  the  reformist  left,  whose 
politics  mirror  those  of  the  labor  bureau- 
cracy whom  they  serve  as  water  boys. 

Far  from  "showing  muscle,”  the  labor 
officialdom  is  so  averse  to  employing 
the  strike  weapon  to  defend  what  exists 
of  organized  labor — much  less  to  replen- 
ish its  ranks  through  organizing  the  mil- 
lions of  unorganized  workers — that  in 
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Chicago... 

(continued  from  page  3) 

amendment  polled  a 56  percent  “yes”  vote 
in  the  recent  general  election  but  failed  for 
lack  of  a three-fifths  majority. 

This  measure  makes  clear  the  accelera- 
tion of  efforts  to  contain  the  unions  in  a web 
of  legal  and  contract  restrictions  designed 
to  prevent  strike  action.  Equally  clear  is 
that  the  recent  strike  is  just  one  battle  in 
Obama/Emanuel’s  continuing  “reform” 
war  on  teachers  and  their  unions.  A victory 
in  this  war  requires  a return  to  the  class- 
struggle  methods  that  built  the  unions, 
which  won  legal  recognition  of  the  right  to 
strike,  among  other  gains,  by  striking.  Such 
militancy  is  predicated  on  the  knowledge 
that  the  interests  of  the  working  class  and 
the  ruling  class  are  diametrically  opposed. 
It  necessitates  a program  of  class  indepen- 
dence, breaking  all  illusions  in  the  capital- 
ist rulers  and  their  agents.  The  answer  is 
that  working  people  need  their  own  party, 
a multiracial  revolutionary  workers  party  to 


fight  for  their  class  interests. 

Union  vice  president  Sharkey  is  a sup- 
porter of  the  International  Socialist  Organ- 
ization (ISO).  Throughout  the  period  lead- 
ing up  to  the  strike  he  uttered  not  a word 
of  criticism  of  the  course  taken  by  Lewis 
and  defended  her  action  in  signing  off  on 
Senate  Bill  7.  Similarly.  Socialist  Worker, 
newspaper  of  the  ISO.  alibied  this  cave-in 
and  is  now  extolling  the  strike  outcome 
as  an  out-and-out  victory.  While  acknowl- 
edging  a concession  or  two  to  Emanuel, 
the  ISO  presents  contract  terms  as  “not 
only  big  wins  for  the  CTU,  but  for  teach- 
ers everywhere  who  are  opposed  to  their 
unions  retreats  on  critical  questions" 
(Socialist  Worker,  26  September).  The 
ISO  s assessment  is  completely  congru- 
ent with  that  offered  by  the  Democratic 
Party-loyal  union  tops.  These  labor  mis- 
leaders stand  in  the  way  of  the  struggles 
that  need  to  be  waged.  Chicago  teachers, 
who  today  are  working  longer  hours,  who 
today  see  their  pensions  imperiled  and 
who  today  face  the  prospect  of  layoffs, 
know  that  the  war  remains  to  be  fought.  ■ 

WORKERS  VANGUARD 


PSL’s  Electoral  Cretinism 


We  print  below,  edited  for  publication, 
the  remarks  of  a Los  Angeles  comrade 
during  the  discussion  period  at  the  Spar- 
tacist  League  forum  “Elections  2012:  Wall 
Street  Democrat  vs.  Wall  Street  Republi- 
can” (printed  in  two  parts  in  WVNos.  1011 
and  1012,  26  October  and  9 November). 
The  Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation 
(PSL)  claimed  to  run  a socialist  campaign 
for  U.S.  president,  based  in  no  small  part  on 
the  call  to  amend  the  Constitution  to  sup- 
posedly ensure  jobs  and  decent  housing  for 
all — i.e.,  the  reformist  notion  that  the  capi- 
talist system,  based  on  vicious  exploitation 
of  working  people,  can  be  fundamentally 
altered  through  legislative  fiddling. 

When  the  PSL  split  from  the  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP)  in  2004,  it  in 
no  way  broke  with  that  outfit’s  refor- 
mist program.  The  WWP  has  repeatedly 
crossed  the  class  line  by  supporting  capi- 
talist politicians,  in  particular  such  black 
Democrats  as  Chicago’s  Harold  Washing- 
ton in  the  1980s  up  to  Jesse  Jackson  and 
A1  Sharpton.  This  year,  the  WWP  once 
again  supported  Brooklyn’s  Charles  Bar- 
ron in  his  efforts  to  become  a Democratic 
candidate  for  Congress.  As  for  the  PSL, 
in  2008  it  ran  candidates  on  the  tickets  of 
the  Green  Party — a small-time  capitalist 
party — and  California’s  petty-bourgeois 
Peace  and  Freedom  Party  (PFP). 

The  third  parties  with  whom  the  PSL 
cavorts  have  proved  time  and  again  to  be 


vehicles  through  which  “progressives"  try 
to  push  the  Democratic  Party  of  imperial- 
ism and  war  a bit  to  the  left.  In  that  pur- 
suit, a 10  June  2008  PSL  online  article 
declared  that  the  excitement  aroused  by 
Barack  Obama’s  candidacy  among  black 
people  was  “perfectly  justifiable”  given  the 
racist  history  of  the  U.S.  and  concluded: 
“Our  campaign  has  absolutely  no  quarrel 
with  those  who  have  devoted  their  time 
to  righting  this  historic  wrong."  In  other 
words:  vote  Democrat.  For  the  2012  elec- 
tions, the  PSL  borrowed  Obama’s  slogan 
of  yesteryear,  “Yes  We  Can,”  adding  some 
leftist  trim,  declaring:  “Yes  We  Can — 
Fight  for  Socialism!" 

* * * 

Here  in  L.A.  we  don’t  see  much  of 
the  International  Socialist  Organization 
or  WWP,  but  their  place  is  taken  by  the 
equally  reformist  Party  for  Socialism  and 
Liberation,  who  through  their  ANSWER 
coalition  hosts  liberal,  pacifist  antiwar 
demos  based  on  appeals  to  the  bourgeoisie 
to  change  their  priorities  and  fund  things 
like  jobs  instead  of  things  like  war.  These 
demos  are  never  centered  on  advancing 
the  need  for  independent  working-class 
politics  but  are  to  pressure  the  Democrats 
to  do  the  right  thing. 

Right  now  the  PSL  is  putting  most 
of  their  efforts  into  a presidential  elec- 
tion campaign,  but  their  claim  to  be  an 


independent  alternative  is  a lie.  Here  in 
California  they  first  sought  to  run  on  the 
petty-bourgeois  Peace  and  Freedom  Party 
ticket.  The  PFP  does  not  stand  for  a break 
with  the  capitalist  parties  or  a fight  for 
a workers  government;  it  is  a place  for 
leftists  who  have  made  their  peace  with 
capitalism.  The  PSL  actually  wound  up 
withdrawing  their  bid  for  the  PFP  nomi- 
nation and  gave  support  to  Roseanne  Barr 
for  that  ticket.  A funny  actress  she  may 
be,  but  she’s  certainly  no  socialist.  Now 
the  PSL  is  forced  to  peddle  their  reformist 
wares  in  their  own  name. 

One  of  the  main  things  that  they  are 
calling  for  in  their  campaign  is  seizing  the 
banks  within  the  confines  of  capitalism. 
The  PSL  states  that  “by  creating  a national 
People’s  Bank,  with  open  books  and  under 
the  democratic  control  and  administration 
of  the  99%. . .we  can  begin  the  process  of 
reorganizing  the  economy  to  meet  human 
needs.”  Capitalism  can  never  be  reorgan- 
ized to  meet  human  needs.  It  is  a system 
which  exists  to  insure  the  profits  of  a few 
capitalists  at  the  expense  of  the  majority 
of  the  population.  Moreover,  the  capitalist 
state  exists  to  defend  bankers  and  their 
banks  from  the  seizures  that  the  PSL  calls 
for.  It  is  ridiculous  of  the  PSL  to  think  that 
the  capitalist  state  will  allow  the  banks  to 
be  seized  when  it  didn’t  even  allow  a few 
Occupy  people  to  seize  a public  park!  The 
working  class  can  seize  these  banks  and 


make  them  work  for  its  interests  and  those 
of  the  oppressed  only  after  they  have  over- 
thrown the  capitalist  state  and  created  a 
workers  state. 

In  their  ten-point  program,  the  PSL 
calls  for  making  jobs,  free  health  care, 
and  affordable  housing  constitutional 
rights.  What  base  reformism!  The  pri- 
orities of  the  capitalist  class  cannot  be 
changed  simply  by  changing  the  laws.  The 
laws  actually  exist  to  prop  up  the  capital- 
ist system.  If  the  PSL  truly  believes  that 
something  will  be  guaranteed  just  because 
it’s  in  the  Constitution,  maybe  they  can 
explain  how  it’s  possible  that  people  are 
currently  being  tortured  at  Guantanamo 
and  in  countless  police  departments  across 
the  U.S.  even  though  the  Constitution  pro- 
hibits cruel  and  unusual  punishment. 

We  in  the  Spartacist  League  believe  that 
the  only  way  to  do  away  with  the  evils  of 
capitalism  is  for  the  working  class,  led  by 
a Leninist  vanguard  party,  to  overthrow 
the  capitalist  state  and  create  a workers 
state,  which  will  lay  the  foundation  for  a 
socialist  society.  Building  a revolutionary 
party  requires  making  clear  that  the  Demo- 
crats are  a capitalist  party  and  the  enemy 
of  working  people.  But  the  PSL’s  refor- 
mist program  only  serves  to  sow  illusions 
among  radical  workers  and  youth.  Thus, 
they  actually  help  prop  up  this  decaying 
racist  capitalist  system  and  act  as  an  obsta- 
cle in  the  fight  for  a revolutionary  workers 
party.  We  in  the  SL  seek  to  break  would-be 
leftists  from  the  reformism  of  the  PSL  and 
other  groups  and  win  them  to  a revolution- 
ary Marxist  program.  Come  talk  to  us  if 
this  interests  you.  ■ 
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Democratic  National  Convention  in  Charlotte,  September  5.  UAW  bureaucrats 
supported  Obama’s  bailout  of  auto  bosses,  which  gutted  union  gains. 


Michigan  they  put  up  a referendum  to 
enshrine  collective  bargaining  rights  in 
the  state  constitution.  To  make  absolutely 
clear  where  they  stand,  the  bureaucrats 
explicitly  allowed  that  lawmakers  could 
ban  public  employee  strikes!  Even  with 
such  reassurances,  this  measure  sparked 
an  all-out  propaganda  counteroffensive 
and  was  handily  defeated.  No  wonder: 
the  union  misleaders  were  appealing  to  a 
voting  public  that  includes  the  big  bosses, 
small  businessmen,  preachers  and  others 
for  whom  the  unions  are  a scourge. 

The  rights  of  workers  to  organize,  strike, 
picket  and  shut  down  production  have 
never  been  codified  in  the  Constitution. 
The  reason  is  simple:  they  collide  with 
the  only  actual  guaranteed  rights  in  this 
society,  the  property  rights  of  the  capitalist 
owners  that  are  the  foundation  for  the  prof- 
its they  extract  through  the  exploitation  of 
labor.  Everything  of  value  that  workers 
have  won  has  been  gained  through  hard- 
fought,  often  bloody,  class  battles  against 
the  employers  and  their  state. 

With  Obama  now  turning  his  attention 
to  the  government’s  supposed  fiscal  crisis, 
the  name  of  the  game  for  the  labor  tops 
is  mobilizing  the  ranks  to  back  him.  Two 
days  after  the  elections,  the  union  bureau- 
cracy organized  rallies  in  more  than  100 
cities  to  demand  higher  taxes  on  the 
rich  and  no  cuts  to  programs  like  Social 
Security,  Medicaid  and  Medicare.  Service 
Employees  International  Union  president 
Mary  Kay  Henry  explained:  “We  expect 
to  have  the  president’s  back  on  the  agenda 
that  the  voters  just  declared  support  for,” 
adding  that  “the  president  has  always  said 
he  needs  a movement  behind  his  man- 
date” ( New  York  Times,  13  November). 

The  very  idea  that  the  U.S.  economy 
is  about  to  take  a nose  dive  off  a “fis- 
cal cliff’  is  an  invention.  As  even  the 
New  York  Times  (15  November)  admit- 
ted, manufactured  budget  crises  have 
been  a convenient  means,  going  back  to 
the  Reagan  administration,  of  enforcing 
“unpopular  tax  and  spending  actions.” 
Playing  the  race  card  by  decrying  mythi- 
cal black  “welfare  queens”  living  off  the 
tax  dollars  of  "hard-working”  Americans, 
the  Republican  Reagan  manufactured  a 
debt  crisis  to  shred  the  “war  on  poverty” 
programs  that  were  enacted  to  buy  social 
peace  following  the  mass  ghetto  upheav- 
als of  the  1960s.  But  it  took  Democratic 
president  Bill  Clinton  to  finally  eliminate 
"welfare  as  we  know  it.”  As  he  did  during 
the  2011  “debt  ceiling"  crisis,  Obama  has 
now  made  it  perfectly  clear  that  he  is  will- 


ing to  strike  a “grand  bargain”  with  the 
Republicans  that  would  cut  billions  from 
programs  like  Social  Security,  Medicare 
and  Medicaid  as  long  as  they  throw  him 
a bone  on  the  Bush  tax  cuts. 

In  a 7 November  editorial.  Socialist 
Worker  online,  publication  of  the  Inter- 
national Socialist  Organization  (ISO), 
declares:  “We  Don’t  Want  'Four  More-of- 
the-Same  Years’.”  The  key  for  them,  as 
always,  is  to  make  the  Democrats  fight. 
In  the  words  of  Chicago  Teachers  Union 
vice  president  and  ISO  supporter  Jesse 
Sharkey:  "Democrats  respond  when  they 
are  pushed....  If  the  wind’s  blowing  hard 
enough  they’ll  move”  (London  Guardian , 
9 November).  No  doubt  in  the  offing  is  the 
ritual  huffing  and  puffing  by  the  reformist 
left  to  demand  that  Obama  “tax  the  rich” 
to  provide  money  for  jobs,  education,  wel- 
fare and  other  programs. 

The  banks  and  corporations  are  sitting 
on  mountains  of  cash,  the  ill-gotten  gains 
of  a system  based  on  the  exploitation  of 
the  many  for  the  profits  of  the  few.  The 
problem  is  that  you’re  not  going  to  get  your 
hands  on  it  by  appealing  to  the  capitalist 
rulers  to  reorder  their  priorities  to  serve 
human  needs.  Contrary  to  the  bourgeois- 
democratic  myth  of  government  by  and  for 
the  people,  the  policies  of  U.S.  imperial- 
ism are  determined  not  by  the  electorate  or 
by  “pressure  from  below”  but  by  the  inter- 
ests of  the  capitalist  ruling  class,  as  over- 
seen by  Democrats  and  Republicans  alike. 
To  win  what’s  necessary,  the  working  class 


has  to  smash  the  rule  of  the  bourgeoisie! 
What’s  needed  is  a workers  government 
that  expropriates  the  capitalists’  produc- 
tive wealth  and  establishes  a rationally 
planned  socialist  economy. 

It  Is  Desperately  Necessary 
to  Fight! 

On  election  night,  dejected  FOX-TV 
commentator  Bill  O’Reilly  blamed  demo- 
graphics for  the  results,  lamenting:  “It's 
not  a traditional  America  anymore.  And 
there  are  50  percent  of  the  voting  public 
who  want  stuff....  The  white  establishment 
is  now  the  minority."  It  is  worth  noting 
that  white  Christian  fundamentalists,  first 
introduced  into  the  political  mainstream 
not  by  the  Republicans  but  under  Demo- 
cratic Party  president  Jimmy  Carter,  have 
lost  political  sway.  But  it  is  not  as  if  they 
ever  represented  the  views  of  the  major- 
ity of  the  population.  Rather,  they  were 
ci  convenient  ideological  battering  ram 
wielded  by  the  capitalist  rulers  to  roll 
back  the  gains  of  the  civil  rights  move- 
ment, regiment  and  "morally  rearm”  the 
population  to  ward  off  social  upheaval 
and  advance  the  Cold  War  against  "god- 
less Communism"  abroad. 

With  millions  unemployed  or  scram- 
bling to  get  by  through  miserably  paid  part- 
time  work,  with  many  thrown  out  of  their 
homes,  with  pension  and  health  care  ben- 
efits looted  and  lengthening  lines  for  what- 
ever public  assistance  is  available,  people 
do  indeed  “want  stuff,”  like  a decent  job.  a 


place  to  live,  food,  education  for  their  chil- 
dren, health  care.  The  Republicans  over- 
played their  “kill  ’em  all,  god  will  know 
his  own”  glorification  of  robber  baron 
capitalism.  At  the  same  time,  the  decades 
of  betrayals  by  the  fakers  sitting  atop  the 
unions  have  encouraged  the  U.S.  rulers  in 
the  arrogant  belief  that  they  can  get  away 
with  further  impoverishing  the  working 
class,  starving  the  ghetto  and  barrio  poor 
and  killing  the  sick  and  aged.  But  it  is  not 
possible  to  eliminate  the  class  struggle, 
which  is  born  of  the  irreconcilable  conflict 
between  labor  and  its  exploiters. 

Much  pressure  has  been  building  at 
the  base  of  this  society,  and  at  some  point 
it  can  and  will  explode.  Harnessing  and 
directing  this  anger  toward  the  eradica- 
tion of  a system  based  on  exploitation 
and  rooted  in  racial  oppression  is,  at  bot- 
tom, a question  of  leadership.  The  key  to 
unlocking  the  social  power  that  lies  in  the 
hands  of  the  multiracial  working  class  is 
to  break  the  political  chains  forged  by  the 
trade-union  misleaders  that  have  shackled 
labor  to  its  exploiters.  To  end  the  ravages 
produced  by  the  anarchic  system  of  pro- 
duction for  profit  requires  forging  a revo- 
lutionary workers  party.  Defending  the 
interests  of  workers,  blacks,  immigrants 
and  others  against  the  exploiters,  such  a 
party  would  provide  the  necessary  leader- 
ship for  sweeping  away  the  entire  system 
of  capitalist  wage  slavery  through  prole- 
tarian socialist  revolution.  ■ 
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Greece... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

The  Troika  [the  EU,  European  Central 
Bank  and  IMF)  demands  that  the  national 
labor  agreement  apply  only  to  unionized 
workers  so  that  the  bourgeoisie  can  starve 
the  most  vulnerable  workers  and  further 
divide  and  weaken  the  labor  movement. 

In  addition  to  the  desperate  condi- 
tions facing  the  working  class,  a section 
of  Greece’s  large  petty  bourgeoisie  faces 
ruin,  especially  small  store  owners  and 
family  businesses.  One  in  four  stores 
around  the  country  have  closed  in  the 
last  year  and  in  Athens  42  percent  have 
gone  out  of  business.  The  all-round  social 
crisis  is  also  reflected  in  a public  health- 
care system  nearing  collapse,  with  regular 
shortages  of  medicine  and  basic  supplies. 
Hundreds  of  thousands  of  unemployed 
people  have  been  left  with  no  health  care 
whatsoever.  As  an  Athens  cancer  doctor 
quoted  in  the  New  York  Times  (24  Octo- 
ber) put  it:  “In  Greece  right  now,  to  be 
unemployed  means  death.” 

In  response  to  the  ever  worsening  con- 
ditions of  life  for  workers  and  their  fami- 
lies, there  have  been  many  protest  strikes 
in  different  sectors  so  far  this  autumn, 
along  with  several  one  and  two-day 
general  strikes  called  by  the  GSEE  and 
ADEDY  union  federations.  Large  pro- 
tests during  German  chancellor  Angela 
Merkel’s  visit  to  Athens  last  month  made 
a mockery  of  the  government's  attempt  to 
ban  demonstrations.  Despite  these  displays 
of  working-class  anger  and  militancy,  the 
imperialists  and  their  domestic  lackeys  in 
the  Greek  bourgeoisie  are  determined  to 
use  the  financial  crisis  to  turn  back  the 
clock  and  destroy  the  few  remaining  gains 
workers  have  won  from  their  struggles 
against  unbridled  exploitation. 

Nazi  Worshippers  Feed  on 
Capitalist  Reaction 

In  opposition  to  a restive  working  class, 
the  capitalists  are  willing  to  enlist  not 
only  the  repressive  forces  of  the  capitalist 
state— the  cops  and  the  courts — but  also 
the  shock  troops  of  national  chauvinist 
reaction,  such  as  Golden  Dawn.  With 
anger  at  the  governing  parties  growing 
every  day,  the  latest  polls  show  increased 
support  for  both  the  [leftist]  Syriza  coali- 
tion and  the  fascist  Golden  Dawn,  who  are 
ominously  coming  third.  The  disintegra- 
tion of  Greek  society  is  fueling  a deep 
political  polarization.  The  atmosphere  of 
heightened  state  repression  against  immi- 
grants, leftists  and  workers  combined 
with  the  lack  of  a revolutionary  leader- 
ship to  lead  the  working  class  out  of  this 
impasse  is  the  context  for  the  growth  of 
fascist  reaction. 

The  rapid  rise  of  the  Nazi-loving  Golden 
Dawn  is  not  an  aberration — the  capitalists 
hold  the  fascists  in  reserve  because  they 
are  a useful  weapon  against  the  work- 
ers in  times  of  instability.  Indeed,  the 
Greek  bourgeoisie  has  a long  history  of 
great  savagery  against  the  working  class, 
resorting  to  right-wing  terror,  bonapartist 
dictatorships  and  military  rule  to  smash 
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the  workers  movement.  Golden  Dawn  is 
the  latest  incarnation  of  this  Greek  tradi- 
tion. In  a country  where  hundreds  of  thou- 
sands perished  under  Nazi  occupation 
during  World  War  II,  Golden  Dawn  occa- 
sionally denies  its  Nazi  inspiration  and 
makes  a show  of  handing  out  food  parcels 
to  impoverished  Greeks  and  “protecting" 
elderly  residents  from  crimes  supposedly 
committed  by  immigrants.  But  their  Hit- 
ler salutes  and  Nazi-inspired  insignia  and 
slogans  are  unmistakable.  Their  electoral 
success  in  June  and  growing  popularity 
since  have  emboldened  these  racist  ter- 
rorists, who  regularly  carry  out  bloody 


rampages  against  immigrants  and  their 
defenders. 

Contrary  to  the  hypocritical  pronounce- 
ments by  the  government  against  Golden 
Dawn,  these  fascist  marauders  are  taking 
their  cue  directly  from  the  Greek  capitalist 
state,  which  has  rounded  up  over  16,000 
immigrants  just  since  August.  The  gov- 
ernment is  completing  a fence  along  the 
Turkish  border  to  keep  out  immigrants, 
many  of  them  desperate  refugees  from 
the  hells  created  by  the  imperialists  in 
places  like  Iraq,  Afghanistan,  Pakistan 
and  Libya.  Golden  Dawn  goes  one  fur- 
ther by  proposing  to  plant  land  mines 
along  the  border.  The  capitalists  and  their 
Golden  Dawn  minions  try  to  deflect  the 
blame  onto  immigrants  for  the  crisis  that 
the  capitalists  themselves  have  brought 
upon  the  masses.  In  opposition  to  this, 
the  workers  movement  must  fight  for  full 
citizenship  rights  for  all  immigrants!  No 
deportations! 

It  is  no  surprise  that  an  estimated 
50  to  60  percent  of  police  sympathize 
politically  with  Golden  Dawn  given  that 
repressing  leftists  and  terrorizing  immi- 
grants are  an  essential  part  of  police 
work.  A vivid  example  of  this  was  the 
police  torture  of  40  anti-fascist  activists 
arrested  on  September  30  and  October 
1,  as  publicized  by  the  London  Guard- 
ian. The  first  15  of  these  activists  were 
arrested  after  courageously  defending 
immigrants  against  Golden  Dawn  scum 
in  the  streets  of  Athens,  while  the  other  25 
were  arrested  for  protesting  in  their  com- 
rades’ defense.  One  of  the  activists  inter- 
viewed by  the  Guardian  explained:  “They 
spat  on  me  and  said  we  would  die  like 
our  grandfathers  in  the  civil  war.”  We,  the 
Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece,  demand  that 
all  charges  against  the  anti-fascist  activ- 
ists be  dropped  immediately!  The  Minis- 
ter of  Public  Order  threatened  to  sue  the 
Guardian , and  two  television  reporters, 
Kostas  Arvanitis  and  Marilena  Katsimi, 
were  summarily  suspended  because  they 
had  the  courage  to  hint  that  the  minister 
could  not  pursue  his  threat  because  the 
reports  of  police  torture  were  credible. 

Among  the  defenders  of  immigrant 
rights  in  the  sights  of  Golden  Dawn  is 
lawyer  Yianna  Kourtovik,  whom  Golden 
Dawn  attacked  with  eggs  and  beat  up 
on  September  25  outside  the  Agios  Pan- 
teleimon police  station  as  the  police,  not 
surprisingly,  looked  on.  Well  known  for 
her  defense  of  leftists  and  immigrants, 
Kourtovik  has  been  taunted  on  the  street 
by  policemen  chanting  “Blood!  Honor! 
Golden  Dawn!”  It  is  hardly  a secret  that 


the  cops  and  the  courts  collude  with  the 
fascists — the  press  reports  that  residents 
complaining  to  the  police  about  immi- 
grants in  their  neighborhood  are  directed* 
to  Golden  Dawn  to  take  care  of  matters. 

KKE:  Touching  Faith  in 
the  Capitalist  State 

The  TGG  stands  against  the  deadly 
illusion,  spread  by  the  Greek  Commu- 
nist Party  (KKE)  and  other  groups  on 
the  left,  in  the  capitalist  state  and  its 
police  forces.  In  a September  7 article 
in  Rizospastis,  the  KKE  reports  as  posi- 
tive its  participation  in  a demonstration 


by  the  Pan-Hellenic  Federation  of  Police 
Employees,  quoting  the  statement  of 
KKE  leading  cadre  Spiros  Halvatzis  to 
the  cops: 

"We  believe  that  the  working  people  of 
the  security  forces  should  not  allow  them- 
selves to  be  used  as  the  long  arm  of  the 
bourgeois  state  to  smash  the  working- 
class,  trade-union  movement.  What  is 
needed  is  unity,  rallying,  common  action 
with  the  rest  of  the  workers." 

This  grotesque  appeal  for  unity  with 
the  police  is  the  polar  opposite  of  a Marx- 
ist understanding  of  the  state.  As  Bolshe- 
vik leader  V.I.  Lenin  explained  in  his  key 
work.  The  State  and  Revolution , the  capi- 
talist state  is  “the  ‘special  coercive  force’ 
for  the  suppression  of  the  proletariat  by 
the  bourgeoisie.”  Lenin  explained  that 
this  state  power  “consists  of  special  bod- 
ies of  armed  men  having  prisons,  etc.,  at 
their  command.”  In  other  words,  the  secu- 
rity forces  of  the  state  exist  for  the  very 
purpose  of  smashing  the  working  class 
and  the  unions  when  they  pose  a threat  to 
the  capitalist  class.  Appealing  to  the  cops 
to  stop  being  the  guard  dogs  of  capital  is 
nothing  more  nor  less  than  pleading  for 
the  peaceful  and  democratic  reform  of  the 
dictatorship  of  capital.  In  doing  so,  the 
KKE  tops  foster  the  lie  that  the  capitalist 
state  can  be  made  to  serve  the  interests  of 
the  working  class. 

At  the  same  demonstration,  a KKE  trade 
unionist,  Ilias  Stamelos,  said:  “PAME 
[KKE  trade-union  formation],  with  its 
presence,  wishes  to  express  its  solidarity 
with  the  just  demands  of  those  in  uni- 
form, the  majority  of  whom  live  on  pov- 
erty wages.”  Far  from  shedding  any  tears 
over  the  “poverty"  of  those  whose  job  it 
is  to  attack  workers  and  the  oppressed, 
the  TGG  calls  for:  All  cops,  prison  and 
security  guards  out  of  the  unions!  As 
Leon  Trotsky  wrote:  “The  worker  who 
becomes  a policeman  in  the  service  of 
the  capitalist  state,  is  a bourgeois  cop,  not 
a worker”  (What  Next?  Vital  Questions 
for  the  German  Proletariat , 27  January 
1932).  While  the  KKE  leadership  has 
no  problem  standing  in  solidarity  with 
the  fascist-infested  Greek  police  in  their 
demands  for  better  pay,  it  outrageously 
smears  anarchist  protesters  as  allies  of 
the  fascists:  “Let’s  not  forget  that  these 
kinds  of  fascist  forces  acted  jointly  with 
para-state,  hooded  anarcho-autonomes" 

( Rizospastis , 16  October). 

Deadly  Threat  to  Immigrants, 
Gays,  Workers 

Golden  Dawn  has  lately  joined  forces 
with  reactionaries  of  the  Greek  Orthodox 


church,  a central  pillar  of  the  capital- 
ist order  in  Greece  which  fuels  all-sided 
social  reaction  and  national  chauvinism, 
in  particular  against  Turkey  and  Muslims, 
in  order  to  tie  the  exploited  to  the  Greek 
bourgeoisie.  In  Athens  on  October  11, 
Golden  Dawn  members  and  a religious 
rabble  wielding  icons  and  crucifixes  ter- 
rorized patrons  and  performers  of  a play 
depicting  Jesus  and  the  apostles  as  gay 
men.  A journalist  was  brutally  assaulted 
by  Golden  Dawn  members  shouting  anti- 
gay and  racist  epithets  in  full  view  of  the 
police.  Lately,  there  have  been  a number 
of  attacks  on  gay  men.  It  is  in  the  interests 
of  the  working  class  to  defend  gay  people 
against  this  poisonous  reaction,  as  we 
wrote  in  “The  Founding  of  the  Trotskyist 
Group  of  Greece”  (November  2004): 

“A  Trotskyist  group  must  be  a Leninist 
‘tribune  of  the  people.'  And  for  Greece, 
where  the  ultra-reactionary  Orthodox 
church  has  enormous  influence,  the  op- 
pression of  women  is  extreme.  The  Greek 
'holy  trinity*  of  ‘homeland-religion- 
family’  which  the  capitalist  state  pro- 
motes is  strongly  connected  with  the 
national  and  the  woman  questions.  A 
central  issue  for  Trotskyists  must  be  the 
fight  for  the  liberation  of  women  through 
socialist  revolution  and  opposition  to 
women’s  oppression  We  fight  for  full 
democratic  rights  for  homosexuals,  in 
opposition  to  the  male-chauvinist,  homo- 
phobic  Greek  society  and  the  Greek  left. 
We  are  for  the  separation  of  church  and 
state.” 

Our  call  for  the  separation  of  church 
and  state  is  underscored  by  the  recent 
arrest  of  a man  from  the  island  of  Evia 
on  charges  of  blasphemy.  Due  to  a protest 
in  parliament  by  a Golden  Dawn  MP,  this 
man  faces  charges  that  can  result  in  up 
to  two  years  in  prison  for  the  “crime”  of 
satirizing  a famous  monk  as  Elder  Pas- 
titsios  [a  pun  on  a popular  pasta  dish]  on 
Facebook! 

For  Workers  United-Front 
Mobilizations  Against 
the  Fascists! 

While  Golden  Dawn  currently  aim 
their  attacks  primarily  against  immigrants, 
gays  and  leftists,  their  ultimate  purpose 
is  to  crush  the  organizations  of  the  work- 
ing class  in  order  to  save  the  capitalists, 
as  Mussolini’s  forces  did  in  Italy  in  the 
1920s  and  Hitler’s  in  Germany  in  the 
1930s.  Having  led  the  October  Revolution 
alongside  Lenin  in  1917,  Leon  Trotsky 
sought  to  bring  the  lessons  of  that  strug- 
gle to  the  German  proletariat  in  the  early 
1930s  as  they  faced  the  rise  of  the  Nazis. 
In  What  Next?  Vital  Questions  for  the 
German  Proletariat,  Trotsky  explained 
the  social  roots  of  fascism: 

“Through  the  fascist  agency,  capitalism 
sets  in  motion  the  masses  of  the  crazed 
petty  bourgeoisie,  and  bands  of  the 
declassed  and  demoralized  lumpenpro- 
letariat;  all  the  countless  human  beings 
whom  finance  capital  itself  has  brought 
to  desperation  and  frenzy.... 

“The  gist  of  fascism  and  its  task  consist 
in  a complete  suppression  of  all  workers' 
organizations  and  the  prevention  of  their 
revival.  In  a developed  capitalist  society 
this  goal  cannot  be  achieved  by  police 
methods  alone.  There  is  only  one  method 
for  it,  and  that  is  directly  opposing  the 
pressure  of  the  proletariat — the  moment 
it  weakens — by  the  pressure  of  the  des- 
perate masses  of  the  petty  bourgeoisie." 
Trotsky  consistently  warned  that  the 
reformist  misleaders  of  the  Social  Dem- 
ocratic Party  (SPD)  and  of  the  Stalinist 
Communist  Party  (KPD)  downplayed  the 
danger  represented  by  the  fascist  menace 
and  urged  the  KPD  to  initiate  mass  united- 
front  actions  jointly  with  SPD  workers  to 
defend  the  workers  and  the  oppressed 
against  the  Nazi  stormtroopers  and  to 
destroy  them  while  they  were  still  small. 

Central  to  the  fight  against  fascism  then 
and  today  is  an  understanding  of  the  cen- 
trality of  the  working  class.  As  Trotsky 
pointed  out  in  1931: 

“The  main  army  of  fascism  still  consists 
of  the  petty  bourgeoisie  and  the  new  mid- 
dle class....  On  the  scales  of  election  sta- 
tistics, a thousand  fascist  votes  weigh  as 
much  as  a thousand  Communist  votes.  But 
on  the  scales  of  the  revolutionary  struggle, 
a thousand  workers  in  one  big  factory 
represent  a force  a hundred  times  greater 
than  a thousand  petty  officials,  clerks, 
their  wives,  and  their  mothers-in-law." 

— "Germany,  the  Key  to  the 
International  Situation" 

The  recent  brutal  abuse  of  anti-fascist 


May  17:  Fascist  Golden  Dawn  deputies  and  others  during  swearing-in  ceremony 
at  Greek  parliament. 
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Ireland... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

condemned  Ireland's  abortion  laws,  saying: 
“In  an  attempt  to  save  a 4-month-old  foetus 
they  killed  my  30-year-old  daughter”  ( The 
Hindu , 15  November). 

The  question  starkly  posed  today  is  how 
come,  in  the  21st  century,  a woman  who 
was  suffering  a miscarriage  was  denied 
an  abortion  that  could  have  prevented  her 
death?  Ireland  is  “a  Catholic  country,”  the 
dying  woman  was  told.  Make  no  mistake: 
any  effective  fight  for  abortion  rights 
necessarily  means  a hard-fought  struggle 
against  the  full  force  of  clerical  reaction 
and  against  the  capitalist  state. 

The  mass  protests  in  1992  forced  the 
Supreme  Court  to  rule  that  the  young 
woman  known  as  “X”  could  go  abroad 
for  an  abortion.  At  the  time,  the  liberals 
and  leftists  who  led  the  campaign  lulled 
the  mass  movement  into  thinking  that 
legislation  for  abortion  rights  would  fol- 
low automatically.  Such  illusions  in  the 
Irish  capitalist  state  were  used  to  demo- 
bilise the  struggle.  We  warned  that: 

“The  women  of  Ireland  and  all  those  who 
favour  abortion  rights  still  face  a bitter 
struggle  for  what  is  needed:  free  abor- 
tion and  contraception  on  demand.  It  can 
rarely  have  been  clearer  that  it  will  take 
working-class  revolution  to  break  the 
power  of  the  church  in  society,  and  that 
the  reformist  parties  of  the  Irish  working 
class  are  utterly  tied  to  the  capitalist  sys- 
tem of  austerity,  oppression  and  bigotry." 

— Workers  Hammer  No.  129, 
May/June  1992 

The  struggle  for  abortion  rights,  for 
the  separation  of  church  and  state,  as 
well  as  for  decent  healthcare  and  educa- 
tion provision,  means  a fight  against  the 
whole  reactionary  edifice  of  capitalism. 
It  is  in  the  direct  interest  of  the  working 
class — men  and  women — to  take  up  the 
fight  for  free  abortion  on  demand,  as  part 
of  the  struggle  to  free  itself  from  capital- 
ist austerity,  exploitation  and  oppression. 
Irish  society  is  no  longer  in  thrall  to  the 
clergy,  as  it  was  for  many  decades.  But 
the  church  maintains  much  control  of 
education  and  healthcare — many  hospi- 
tals abide  by  Catholic  ethical  codes.  The 
right  to  an  abortion  should  not  be  subject 


to  the  moral  views  of  doctors  or  hospi- 
tal management.  For  free  abortion  on 
demand!  For  free  public  healthcare  for 
all!  For  separation  of  church  and  state! 

Under  capitalism,  democratic  rights  are 
the  product  of  social  struggle  and  must  con- 
stantly be  defended  against  attack.  In  the 
20  years  since  the  “X  case,”  anti-abortion 
forces  have  relentlessly  tried  to  reverse  any 
opening  for  abortion  rights  that  has  been 
won,  such  as  the  right  to  information  on 
abortion  services  and  to  travel  abroad  for 
an  abortion.  It  is  delusional  to  think  that 
the  capitalist  parties  Fianna  Fail  and  Fine 
Gael,  or  for  that  matter  Labour,  a bour- 
geois workers  party,  will  mount  a funda- 
mental challenge  to  reactionary  Catholic 
forces  over  abortion  rights.  Yet  these  are 
the  parties  that  reformists  are  capitulat- 
ing to,  restricting  their  demands  to  calling 
for  legislation  conforming  to  the  Supreme 
Court  ruling  in  the  “X  case.”  This  boils 
down  to  calling  for  abortion  to  be  legalised 
only  in  cases  where  the  woman’s  life  is  in 
danger.  The  call  for  “free  abortion,"  which 
the  Socialist  Workers  Party  [Irish  follow- 
ers of  the  late  Tony  Cliff]  tacked  on  to  the 
end  of  a leaflet  issued  on  14  November,  is 
merely  a fig  leaf  covering  their  prostration 
before  the  Irish  state. 

Labour  T&naiste  [Deputy  Prime  Min- 
isterj  Eamon  Gilmore  has  promised  that 
the  government  will  introduce  guidelines 
stating  when  abortion  is  permitted.  Of 
course  Marxists  defend  any  legal  right 
to  abortion,  however  limited,  that  might 
be  achieved.  Any  legalisation  of  abortion 
would  cause  a rift  within  the  government, 
with  several  Fine  Gael  TDs  [members  of 
parliament]  insisting  that  no  legislation 
be  produced.  A dividing  line  also  runs 
through  Sinn  Fdin,  as  [its  president]  Gerry 
Adams  admitted,  saying:  “I  realise  there 
are  strongly  held  opposing  views,  includ- 
ing within  Sinn  Fe'in  and  throughout  soci- 
ety, on  the  issue  of  medical  termination.” 
Adams  concludes  with  the  standard  call 
for  the  government  to  provide  legislation, 
no  doubt  assuming  that  such  legislation 
will  pander  to  the  anti-abortion  bigots, 
including  those  within  his  own  party. 

Clare  Daly  (formerly  of  the  Socialist 
Party)  and  other  TDs  elected  on  the  United 
Left  Alliance  ticket,  put  a motion  in  the 


Diiil  [Irish  parliament]  earlier  this  year, 
solely  designed  “to  provide  for  termination 
of  pregnancy  where  a real  and  substantial 
risk  to  the  life  of  the  mother  exists"  ( Irish 
Times , 22  February).  In  the  Dail  debate  fol- 
lowing the  death  of  Savita  Halappanavar, 
seven  “left"  TDs — Patrick  Nulty,  Mick 
Wallace,  Clare  Daly,  Joan  Collins,  Richard 
Boyd  Barrett,  Joe  Higgins  and  Catherine 
Murphy — all  pleaded  with  the  Fine  Gael- 
Labour  coalition  government  to  legislate 
“for  abortion  under  the  terms  permitted  by 
the  Supreme  Court  ruling  in  the  X case" 
(thejournal.ie,  15  November). 

Labour  Party  senator  Ivana  Bacik  like- 
wise demands  legislation,  to  “save  the 
lives  of  pregnant  women"  ( Irish  Times, 
16  November).  Bacik  cites  the  European 
Court  of  Human  Rights,  which  ruled  in 
2010  that  Ireland  must  clarify  the  legal 
position  on  abortion.  The  government  set 
up  an  “expert  group"  to  produce  recom- 
mendations on  how  to  comply  with  the 
European  Court  ruling,  but  would  prefer 
to  postpone  a decision  as  long  as  possible. 
Many  today  still  look  to  the  European 
Union  to  liberalise  Ireland's  laws  on  abor- 
tion, and  to  permit  gay  marriage,  etc.  Such 
hopes  are  likely  to  be  in  vain.  We  oppose 
the  European  Union,  an  imperialist  club 
that  is  dictating  savage  attacks  on  working 
people  in  Ireland,  as  well  as  in  Greece, 
Spain  and  Portugal. 

Limiting  the  demands  for  abortion 
rights  to  cases  where  the  woman’s  life  is 
in  danger  is  a betrayal  of  the  basic  needs 
of  Irish  women,  thousands  of  whom  are 
forced  to  travel  to  Britain  every  year  for 
an  abortion.  To  get  an  idea  of  what  govern- 
ment legislation  might  look  like,  women 
in  the  South  need  only  look  across  the 
border  to  Northern  Ireland,  where  abor- 
tion is  only  available  in  cases  where  there 
is  “a  risk  to  the  life  of  the  woman  or  a 
risk  of  real  and  serious  adverse  effect  to 
her  physical  and  mental  health  on  either  a 
long-term  or  permanent  basis."  Abortion 
in  the  North  is  regulated  by  criminal  law, 
and  is  “punishable  by  a maximum  sen- 
tence of  life  imprisonment"  ( Irish  Times, 
12  October). 

The  newly  opened  Marie  Stopes  private 
clinic  in  Belfast,  offering  non-surgical 
abortions  up  to  nine  weeks,  met  with  howls 


of  protest  from  both  Catholic  and  Protes- 
tant reactionaries.  An  article  in  the  Irish 
Times  (22  October)  noted:  “Last  year  only 
some  43  legal  abortions  were  performed 
in  the  North  while  the  Family  Planning 
Association  referred  40  women  a week 
from  there  to  British  clinics  for  a private 
abortion.  Like  their  Southern  counterparts, 
the  boat  to  Britain  has  been  the  only  real 
option."  For  the  overwhelming  majority  of 
working-class  and  poor  women,  the  “right” 
to  have  an  abortion  without  the  means 
to  pay  still  leaves  them  without  much 
“choice."  Women  in  Ireland,  North  and 
South,  depend  on  the  availability  of  abor- 
tion services  in  Britain,  where  abortion  was 
legalised  in  1967.  However  today  the  right 
to  abortion  in  Britain  has  faced  repeated 
threats,  including  an  attempt  to  reduce  the 
time  limit  of  24  weeks.  Birth  control  and 
abortion  remain  restricted  throughout  the 
capitalist  world  by  the  state,  by  the  institu- 
tion of  the  family,  and  by  organised  reli- 
gion, which  all  serve  to  enforce  women’s 
oppression. 

The  fight  for  abortion  rights  must  be 
linked  to  the  struggle  for  women’s  lib- 
eration through  socialist  revolution.  As 
we  noted  in  1992,  in  opposition  to  lib- 
erals and  reformists  who  trimmed  their 
demands  to  what  they  thought  was  least 
likely  to  provoke  reactionary  forces:  "This 
Gordian  knot  of  bourgeois  'constitutional' 
legal  wrangling  can  only  be  cut  in  a pro- 
gressive sense  by  a tough,  principled, 
iron-hard  fight:  not  for  this  reform  or  that 
wording  but  for  what  is  needed  by  women 
and  the  working  class”  (“For  a Working 
Class-Centred  Fight  for  Free  Abortion 
on  Demand!"  Workers  Hammer  No.  129, 
May/June  1992).  Socialist  revolution  will 
tear  down  the  clericalist  capitalist  system 
in  the  South  and  that  of  the  Loyalist  mas- 
ters in  the  North.  The  construction  of  a 
planned  economy  alone  can  provide  qual- 
ity healthcare  and  make  abortion  and  con- 
traception free  and  safe,  on  demand.  Such 
a society  would  provide  jobs  for  everyone, 
laying  the  material  basis  for  the  genuine 
liberation  of  women.  We  seek  to  build  pro- 
letarian internationalist  parties  dedicated 
to  the  revolutionary  overthrow  of  capital- 
ism on  both  sides  of  the  Irish  border  and 
both  sides  of  the  Irish  Sea.  ■ 


AFP 


Greek  cops  in  central  Athens  round  up  undocumented  immigrants  for  eviction, 
August  5. 


protesters  by  the  Athens  police  under- 
scores that  the  strategy  of  small  groups  of 
leftists  mobilizing  to  defend  immigrants 
against  fascists,  while  courageous,  is 
not  an  effective  means  of  destroying  the 
Golden  Dawn  menace. 

The  violent  racist  attacks  on  immi- 
grants and  others  by  mobs  of  Golden 
Dawn  fascists  pose  the  urgent  need  to 
mobilize  contingents  of  workers,  based 
on  the  trade  unions,  to  defend  immi- 
grants and  sweep  the  fascist  vermin  off 
the  streets.  What  is  necessary  is  to  fight  to 
remove  the  political  obstacles  to  mobiliz- 
ing the  power  of  the  trade  unions  against 
Golden  Dawn.  The  KKE  has  the  social 
weight  in  the  trade  unions  to  take  the  lead 
in  doing  this,  but  its  promotion  of  illusions 
in  bourgeois  democracy  and  its  national- 
ist populism  are  barriers.  The  reformist 
organizations  that  compose  groups  such 
as  Antarsya  also  reinforce  the  political 
obstacles,  in  particular  by  tailing  the 
pro-EU  Syriza  coalition,  which  promises 
to  provide  immigrants  more  “humane” 
conditions  of  imprisonment  and  to  put 
more  cops  on  the  streets  to  fight  “crime.” 
While  groups  in  Antarsya  may  claim  to  be 
against  the  EU  (or  for  Greece  to  get  out  of 
the  EU),  their  preference  for  a “left”  capi- 
talist government  headed  by  Syriza  and 
aspirations  to  pressure  such  a government 
show  how  hollow  their  anti-EU  posture  is. 
In  an  interview  with  International  View- 
point (June  2012),  Dimitris  Hilaris  of  the 
OKDE-Spartakos  (part  of  the  Antarsya 
coalition)  stated:  "Syriza  has  been  able 
to  provide  a credible  solution  to  the  situa- 
tion, through  the  slogan  of  a left  govern- 
ment" ("Toward  a Government  that  Will 
Break  with  the  Troika?"),  Given  that  the 
EU  is  responsible  for  driving  down  the 
conditions  of  life  in  Greece  and  fueling 
the  growth  of  the  fascists,  you  can’t  lead  a 
struggle  against  fascism  without  trenchant 
opposition  to  the  capitalist  EU. 


The  leadership  of  the  KKE  has  lately 
argued  that  a front  against  fascism  is  not 
needed  and  that  Golden  Dawn  merely 
needs  to  be  "exposed.”  In  a speech  to  the 
European  Communist  Meeting  in  Brus- 
sels on  October  1-2,  KKE  general  secre- 
tary Aleka  Papariga  acknowledged  that 
Golden  Dawn  is  developing  along  the  lines 
of  the  "hit  squads  of  the  Hitler  period" 
and  that  cells  of  the  security  forces  of  the 
capitalist  state  work  with  them.  However: 
“It  cannot  be  dealt  with  on  the  basis  of 
an  anti-fascist  front  or  a front  against 
violence  in  general  whatever  its  source, 
because  such  a stance  will  lead  to  an 
attack  on  the  movement  itself.  Golden 
Dawn  must  be  dealt  with  by  the  organ- 
ized movement  itself,  in  the  workplaces, 
the  sectors,  in  the  popular  organizations, 
by  exposing  its  role  as  a supporter  of  the 
system,  and  dealing  with  the  criminal 
offences  they  commit  with  their  murder- 
ous attacks  which  they  name  as  taking 
the  law  into  their  own  hands." 

What  the  KKE  means  by  "dealing 


with  the  criminal  offences  they  commit 
with  their  murderous  attacks”  is  to  rely 
on  the  capitalist  state  to  prosecute  them. 
An  example  was  the  demand  by  PAME 
leaders  on  the  Minister  of  Public  Order, 
Nikos  Dendias:  "We  call  on  you  to  take 
measures  for  stricter  control  for  the  safety 
and  protection  of  all  citizens,  Greek  and 
immigrant”  ( Rizospastis , 18  July).  In  fact, 
the  biggest  danger  of  “an  attack  on  the 
movement  itself’  comes  from  believing  in 
the  democratic  pretensions  of  the  capital- 
ist state,  which  is  exactly  what  the  KKE 
misleaders  do  when  they  beg  the  minister 
to  send  forces  of  repression  to  “defend” 
immigrants.  Mass  proletarian  united- 
front  mobilizations  against  the  fascists  are 
the  only  way  to  ensure  that  the  fascists 
cannot  continue  to  grow  and  attack  the 
organized  workers  movement. 

Because  it  is  capitalism  that  gives  birth 
to  the  scourge  of  fascism,  the  struggle 
against  forces  like  Golden  Dawn  must  be 


linked  to  the  fight  for  the  overthrow  of 
capitalist  rule  in  Greece  and  internation- 
ally. Indeed,  the  working  class  can  only 
win  the  ruined  petty  bourgeoisie  to  its  side 
and  away  from  the  fascists  by  fighting  for 
a socialist  solution  to  the  capitalist  crisis. 
It  must  fight  to  combat  mass  unemploy- 
ment by  demanding  the  sharing  of  avail- 
able work,  with  no  loss  of  pay,  and  a mas- 
sive program  of  public  works.  To  stop  the 
decline  in  living  conditions,  workers  must 
demand  that  wages  be  indexed  to  infla- 
tion. To  unmask  the  exploitation,  robbery 
and  fraud  of  the  industrialists  and  bank- 
ers, workers  should  demand  that  the  capi- 
talists open  their  (real)  books.  The  prole- 
tariat must  fight  for  the  expropriation  of 
the  productive  property  of  the  capitalist 
class  as  a whole  and  the  establishment  of 
a planned  economy  under  workers  rule, 
where  production  would  be  based  on  social 
need,  not  profit.  This  struggle  must  extend 
from  the  countries  most  severely  ravaged 
by  the  crisis  in  Europe  so  far  like  Greece, 
Portugal,  Ireland  and  Spain  and  from  the 
superexploited  proletarian  masses  of  neo- 
colonial countries  like  South  Africa  and 
India,  to  the  imperialist  powers  like  the 
U.S..  Germany  and  Japan,  where  workers 
are  also  under  the  gun. 

The  capitalist  European  Union  serves 
to  pit  workers  of  different  countries 
against  each  other.  In  opposition  to  the 
national  chauvinism  whipped  up  by  this 
capitalist  crisis,  we  understand  that  the 
fight  for  international  socialist  revolution 
and  a Socialist  United  States  of  Europe 
is  key  to  leading  the  Greek  working  class 
out  of  its  desperate  situation.  As  Trotsky 
noted  in  1930,  “the  slogan  of  the  prole- 
tarian unification  of  Europe  is...a  very 
important  weapon  in  the  struggle  against 
the  abomination  of  fascist  chauvinism” 
(The  Turn  in  the  Communist  Interna- 
tional and  the  Situation  in  Germany,  26 
September  1930).  ■ 
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Outrage  Over  Death  of  Woman  Denied  Abortion 


For  Free  Abortion  on  Demand ! 


Workers  Hammer 


Dublin,  November  17:  Some  20,000  rallied  in  outrage  over  death  of  Savita 
Halappanavar. 


Ireland 

Across  Ireland,  thousands  of  people, 
representing  a broad  cross  section  of 
society,  came  out  on  November  17  to  pro- 
test the  cruel  death  of  Savita  Halappana- 
var. Seventeen  weeks  pregnant,  she  was 
admitted  to  University  Hospital  in  Gal- 
way on  October  21  with  severe  back  pains 
and  was  told  she  was  having  a miscar- 
riage. Despite  her  repeated  requests  for  a 
medical  termination,  doctors  refused  to 
do  the  procedure  on  the  grounds  that  the 
fetal  heartbeat  was  still  detectable.  After 
days  of  agony,  she  died  of  septicemia,  a 
victim  of  the  anti-woman,  clericalist  poli- 
cies of  the  Irish  capitalist  state. 

The  demonstrations  are  the  largest  ral- 
lies challenging  Ireland’s  draconian  ban 
on  abortion  since  the  “X  case”  in  1992, 
when  a court  ruling  barred  a 14-year-old 
rape  victim  from  leaving  the  country  to 
obtain  an  abortion.  The  mass  protests  at 
that  time  forced  the  Supreme  Court  to  lift 
the  injunction  in  this  one  case,  and  the 


teenager  was  allowed  to  travel  to  Eng- 
land for  an  abortion.  The  court  said  that  a 
woman  could  obtain  an  abortion  if  there 
was  a “real  and  substantial  risk”  to  her 


life,  but  in  general  women  could  still  be 
legally  barred  from  leaving  the  country 
to  get  the  procedure.  Abortion  remains 
criminalized  under  the  1861  Offences 


Against  the  Person  Act,  buttressed  by  the 
anti-abortion  Eighth  Amendment  to  the 
constitution,  and  runs  directly  counter  to 
the  entrenched  Catholic  “ethos”  of  the 
hospitals,  many  of  which  are  still  con- 
trolled by  the  church. 

We  reprint  below  a November  16  Spar- 
tacist  League/Britain  leaflet  distributed 
by  International  Communist  League  com- 
rades at  protests  in  Dublin  and  outside  the 
Irish  Embassy  in  London. 

* * * 

The  agonising  death  of  Savita  Halap- 
panavar on  28  October,  after  being  repeat- 
edly denied  an  abortion,  is  the  latest  atroc- 
ity against  women  by  the  Irish  clericalist 
state.  It  shows  that,  20  years  after  Ireland 
was  swept  by  mass  protests  over  the  "X 
case,”  nothing  fundamental  has  changed:  a 
woman  can  not  get  an  abortion  to  save  her 
life.  The  barbaric  treatment  of  the  young 
Indian  woman  in  hospital  has  caused  wide- 
spread outrage  and  there  is  massive  sup- 
port for  an  end  to  Ireland’s  virtual  ban  on 
abortion.  Halappanavar’s  mother  bitterly 
continued  on  page  11 


Golden  Dawn  Fascists  Feed  on  Economic  Crisis 


(inset) 

the  next  year.  Meanwhile,  the  Greek  bour- 
geoisie has  driven  down  labor  costs  in 
Greece  nearly  12  percent  in  the  last  year 
alone  while  inflation  continues  to  rise. 

continued  on  page  10 


The  following  article  is  from  a leaflet  by 
our  comrades  in  the  Trotskyist  Group  of 
Greece.  It  was  written  as  an  introduction 
to  " Greek  Elections:  Workers  Face  More 
Austerity”  (see  WV  No.  1005,  6 July).  The 
leaflet  was  distributed  at  events  marking 
the  anniversary  of  the  17  November  1973 
suppression  of  the  Polytechnic  student 
uprising  by  the  military  dictatorship, 
which  fell  the  following  year. 

Coming  off  last  June’s  election,  the 
government  alliance  of  New  Democracy, 
PASOK  [the  bourgeois  Pan-Hellenic 
Socialist  Movement]  and  the  Democratic 
Left  have  worked  to  deliver  a further 
€13.5  billion  [$17.25  billion]  in  barbarous 
austerity  cuts  to  the  Greek  capitalists  and 
the  imperialist  overlords  of  the  European 
Union  (EU)  and  International  Monetary 
Fund  (IMF).  The  latter  demand  the 
most  savage  deprivation  of  the  workers 
and  oppressed  as  the  price  for  so-called 
“financial  aid,”  that  is,  money  to  keep  the 
bloodsucking  international  bankers  afloat 
and  rescue  the  Greek  bourgeoisie  from  a 
default.  Not  content  with  slashing  even 
more  billions  from  health  care,  education, 
pensions  and  salaries,  the  imperialist  rul- 
ers demand  that  Greece  carry  out  “labor 
reform.”  This  reform  is  so  vicious  that 


even  a toady  to  the  capitalists  like  Demo- 
cratic Left  leader  Fotis  Kouvelis  said  it 
would  “demolish  what  is  left  of  workers’ 
rights." 

Official  unemployment  has  soared  to 


25  percent  for  the  population  as  a whole, 
and  to  over  50  percent  for  young  people. 
Almost  60  percent  of  the  unemployed  are 
women.  Another  25,000  jobs  are  slated  to 
be  slashed  from  the  public  sector  within 


November  6: 
Anti-austerity 
demonstration 
in  Thessaloniki 
during 
nationwide 
general  strike. 
Inset:  German 
chancellor 
Angela  Merkel 
meets  with 
Greek  prime 
minister 
Antonis 
Samaras 
in  Athens, 
October  9,  to 
work  out  further 
attacks  on 
working  people. 


Capitalists  Bleed 
Greek  Working  Class 


Down  With  the  European  Union!  For  a Workers  Europe! 
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Billionaire  Bloomberg  Squeezes  NYC  Workers 


The  Rockaways,  Queens:  With  power  out  two  weeks  after  Superstorm  Sandy  hit,  people  gather  for  donated  food  on  November  12  (left);  sanitation  workers 
clear  debris,  November  27  (right). 

Hungry  and  Homeless  in 
the  Shadow  of  Wall  Street 


DECEMBER  4 — Five  weeks  ago,  a weak- 
ening Hurricane  Sandy,  which  had  devas- 
tated parts  of  the  Caribbean  and  the  U.S. 
East  Coast,  combined  with  a Nor'easter 
to  steamroll  much  of  the  coastal  areas  of 
New  York  City.  From  the  east  and  south 
shores  of  Staten  Island  across  the  Lower 
New  York  Bay  into  Brooklyn’s  Coney 
Island  and  Red  Hook  and  the  Rockaways 
in  Queens,  the  densely  populated  banking 
center  and  port  metropolis  was  slammed 
with  killer  winds,  a record  storm  surge 
and  massive  flooding.  Since  then,  what 
stands  in  stark  contrast  is  the  extent  of 
recovery  for  the  city’s  rich  and  poor,  for 
the  capitalist  owners  and  for  the  workers 
who  make  the  city  run. 

Wall  Street  was  back  online  within  two 
days  of  the  storm’s  landfall.  In  little  more 
than  a week,  a grueling,  24-7  deployment 
of  transit,  sanitation  and  utility  workers 
had  restored  life  in  most  of  Manhattan  to 
conditions  little  changed  from  the  holiday 
shopping  season  one  year  prior.  But  for 
the  largely  black  and  Latino  residents  of 
public  housing  projects  and  the  homeless, 
the  picture  was  very  different.  Many  were 
served  their  Thanksgiving  dinners  from 
volunteer  food  lines  in  outdoor  parking 
lots  or  inside  parish  halls.  More  than  a 
month  after  the  storm,  thousands  of  peo- 
ple still  lack  heat,  water,  power  or  work- 
ing elevators,  at  best  getting  intermittent 
service.  The  high-traffic  emergency  room 
of  Bellevue,  the  276-year-old  free  public 
hospital  evacuated  in  the  storm,  is  still 
closed  and  will  not  resume  operation  as  a 
Level  One  trauma  center  before  February. 

After  Sandy  flooded  the  Red  Hook 
Houses  in  Brooklyn,  it  took  the  New 
York  City  Housing  Authority  (NYCHA) 
two  weeks  to  dispatch  workers  to  knock 
on  tenants’  doors  to  see  if  they  were  alive. 
When  agency  workers  finally  did  arrive. 
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they  found  127  residents  requiring  medi- 
cal care,  six  of  whom  needed  ambulances. 
When  the  NYCHA  showed  up  in  the 
Rockaways,  one  member  of  a family  of  12 
living  in  a single  apartment  told  the  New 
York  Daily  News  (13  November),  “We’re 
living  like  animals  and  all  they  were  wor- 
ried about  was  the  $l,000-a-month  rent.” 
Even  in  fair  weather,  it  is  a struggle 
for  the  impoverished  families  who  live 
in  the  projects  to  get  apartments  painted, 
elevators  maintained  or  broken  boil- 
ers fixed.  But  after  the  storm,  even  as 
the  NYCHA  announced  that  it  would 
be  weeks  or  months  before  heat  was 
restored,  it  initially  threatened  to  evict 
anyone  who  didn’t  pay  rent.  No  surprise, 
then,  that  Red  Hook  residents  lining  up 
for  Red  Cross  blankets  were  furious  when 
NYCHA  chairman  John  Rhea  showed 
up  on  November  12  to  magnanimously 
announce  that  they  would  get  a partial  rent 
credit,  calling  this  “a  nice  little  Christmas 
present.”  Evidently  NYCHA  bureaucrats 
view  the  public  housing  residents  in  about 
the  same  light  as  the  Metropolitan  Transit 
Authority  (MTA)  bosses  and  city  admin- 


istrators view  their  workforces,  which  is 
to  say,  as  master  to  subject. 

The  disaster  brought  on  by  the  storm 
threw  into  sharp  relief  the  everyday  cruel- 
ties of  life  in  the  financial  center  of  U.S. 
capitalist  society,  which  is  run  for  the 
profit  of  the  tiny  group  of  families  who 
own  industry  and  the  banks.  The  number 
of  New  Yorkers  who  are  dependent  on 
food  pantries  or  soup  kitchens — a number 
that  includes  many  working  poor  as  well 
as  unemployed — has  swelled  far  beyond 
the  1.4  million  (17  percent  of  the  popu- 
lation) who  survived  in  this  way  before 
Sandy  hit.  Already  before  the  storm,  there 
were  47,000  homeless  in  shelters  across 
the  city,  many  of  them  victims  of  bank 
foreclosures,  others  too  poor  to  afford  the 
cost  of  rent.  Sandy  increased  the  number 
of  homeless  by  tens  of  thousands,  with 
most  of  those  driven  from  public  housing 
in  low-lying  areas.  The  new  homeless  have 
been  shuffled  chaotically  from  evacuation 
centers  in  public  schools  to  armory  floors 
to  hotel  rooms  without  cooking  facilities. 
One  Far  Rockaway  evacuee,  roused  from 
his  bed  for  a transfer,  declared:  “It’s  like 


Red  Hook,  Brooklyn:  Public  housing  residents  without  power  or  heat  wait  for 
supplies,  November  12. 


you  were  being  processed  to  go  to  jail.” 
The  scourge  of  homelessness,  though 
compounded  by  natural  disasters  like  Hur- 
ricane Sandy,  is  firmly  rooted  in  the  nor- 
mal functioning  of  the  capitalist  system.  A 
study  early  this  year  by  the  advocacy  group 
Picture  the  Homeless  estimated  that  the 
thousands  of  properties  in  New  York  City 
that  are  kept  vacant,  largely  for  the  purpose 
of  real  estate  speculation,  could  house  some 
200,000  people.  The  same  is  true  nation- 
ally as  banks  have  driven  millions  from 
their  homes,  leaving  the  properties  vacant 
until  real  estate  prices  rebound.  Accord- 
ing to  the  2010  census,  almost  19  million 
homes  in  this  country  sit  vacant  while 
some  3.5  million  people  remain  homeless. 

By  the  lights  of  the  capitalist  profit  sys- 
tem, it  is  entirely  just  that  the  bourgeoisie 
and  its  high-priced  executives  possess  man- 
sions and  vacation  homes  around  the  world, 
with  more  rooms  than  they  can  count,  while 
the  poor  are  consigned  to  crumbling, 
rat-  and  roach-infested  projects.  Mean- 
while, working  people  who  buy  homes  are 
prey  to  the  banking  and  insurance  vultures. 
As  long  ago  as  1872,  Friedrich  Engels,  who 
co-founded  with  Karl  Marx  the  modem 
communist  movement,  addressed  the  prob- 
lem in  his  work  The  Housing  Question: 
“One  thing  is  certain:  there  is  already  a 
sufficient  quantity  of  houses  in  the  big 
cities  to  remedy  immediately  all  real 
‘housing  shortage,'  provided  they  are 
used  judiciously.  This  can  naturally  only 
occur  through  the  expropriation  of  the 
present  owners  by  quartering  in  their 
houses  homeless  workers  or  workers 
overcrowded  in  their  present  homes.  As 
soon  as  the  proletariat  has  won  political 
power,  such  a measure  prompted  by  con- 
cern for  the  common  good  will  be  just  as 
easy  to  carry  out  as  are  other  expropria- 
tions and  billetings  by  the  present-day 
state." 

Engels  concluded: 

“As  long  as  the  capitalist  mode  of  pro- 
duction continues  to  exist  it  is  folly  to 
hope  for  an  isolated  settlement  of  the 
housing  question  or  of  any  other  social 
question  affecting  the  lot  of  the  workers. 
The  solution  lies  in  the  abolition  of  the 
capitalist  mode  of  production  and  the 
continued  on  page  8 


After  Decades-Long  Anti-Woman  Witchhunt 

Court  Finally  Exonerates 

Chamberlain 


Lindy 


Australia 


We  reprint  below  an  article  from 
Australasian  Spartacist  No.  216  (Win- 
ter 2012),  newspaper  of  the  Spartacist 
League  of  Australia,  section  of  the  Inter- 
national Communist  League. 


Australasian ^ — 

SPARTACIST 

Almost  32  years  after  the  tragic  death 
of  nine-week-old  Azaria  Chamberlain  in 
August  1980  and  the  subsequent  vicious 
witchhunt  and  wrongful  jailing  of  her 
mother  Lindy  for  her  murder,  on  12  June 
this  year  a Northern  Territory  (NT)  coro- 
ner finally  ruled  that  the  Chamberlains’ 
baby  daughter  died  as  a result  of  being 
taken  from  her  tent  by  a dingo  [wild  dog] 
or  dingoes  in  a campground  near  Uluru 
(then,  Ayers  Rock)  in  central  Australia. 
Lindy  Chamberlain-Creighton,  as  she 
is  now  known,  and  her  former  husband, 
Michael,  welcomed  the  ruling.  For  over 


three  decades  they  and  their  support- 
ers have  tenaciously  fought  to  have  the 
truth  recognised. 

The  witchhunt  of  Lindy  Chamberlain 
and  her  family  was  a lightning  rod  for  the 
mean-minded  bigotry  and  deep  misogy- 
nist prejudice  that  permeates  Australian 
capitalist  society.  From  early  on,  the  case 
captured  international  headlines.  The  basic 
facts  of  Azaria’s  disappearance  were 
quickly  submerged  in  a spiralling  police, 
court  and  media  witchhunt.  The  police  par- 
ticularly hated  Lindy  who  emerged  as  an 
articulate  and  strong-willed  fighter.  Pick- 
ing up  on  tidbits  fed  them  by  the  cops,  the 
bourgeois  media  created  a garish  circus  of 
rumour  and  malice,  including  sensational 
stories  of  devils  and  bizarre  black  rituals 
[witchcraft].  An  endless  stream  of  grue- 
some “forensic”  reports  complemented  the 
medieval  hysteria.  That  the  Chamberlains 
were  members  of  the  Seventh  Day  Advent- 
ist church,  a small  and  devout  millenar- 
ian  sect  outside  mainstream  Christianity, 
made  them  an  easy  target.  Hand-in-hand 
with  anti-woman  bigotry  went  racism, 
with  crucial  evidence  of  Aboriginal  track- 


TROTSKY 


LENIN 


Bourgeois  Philanthropy  and 
Working-Class  Misery 

As  the  capitalist  ruling  class  and  its  media 
mouthpieces  once  again  trumpet  the  virtues 
of  helping  the  needy  in  the  holiday  season, 
we  offer  Friedrich  Engels'  scathing  depiction 
of  the  19th-century  English  bourgeoisie's 
self-serving  "charity”  toward  its  victims. 

The  relation  of  the  manufacturer  to  his 
operatives  has  nothing  human  in  it;  it  is  purely 
economic.  The  manufacturer  is  Capital,  the 
operative  Labour.  And  if  the  operative  will 
not  be  forced  into  this  abstraction,  if  he  insists  that  he  is  not  Labour,  but  a man,  who 
possesses,  among  other  things,  the  attribute  of  labour-force,  if  he  takes  it  into  his  head 
that  he  need  not  allow  himself  to  be  sold  and  bought  in  the  market,  as  the  commodity 
“Labour,”  the  bourgeois  reason  comes  to  a standstill.  He  cannot  comprehend  that  he 
holds  any  other  relation  to  the  operatives  than  that  of  purchase  and  sale;  he  sees  in  them 
not  human  beings,  but  hands,  as  he  constantly  calls  them  to  their  faces;  he  insists,  as 
Carlyle  says,  that  “Cash  Payment  is  the  only  nexus  between  man  and  man.”... 

Let  no  one  believe,  however,  that  the  "cultivated"  Englishman  openly  brags  with  his 
egotism.  On  the  contrary,  he  conceals  it  under  the  vilest  hypocrisy.  What?  The  wealthy 
English  fail  to  remember  the  poor?  They  who  have  founded  philanthropic  institutions, 
such  as  no  other  country  can  boast  of!  Philanthropic  institutions  forsooth!  As  though 
you  rendered  the  proletarians  a service  in  first  sucking  out  their  very  life-blood  and 
then  practising  your  self-complacent,  Pharisaic  philanthropy  upon  them,  placing  your- 
selves before  the  world  as  mighty  benefactors  of  humanity  when  you  give  back  to  the 
plundered  victims  the  hundredth  part  of  what  belongs  to  them!  Charity  which  degrades 
him  who  gives  more  than  him  who  takes;  charity  which  treads  the  downtrodden  still 
deeper  in  the  dust,  which  demands  that  the  degraded,  the  pariah  cast  out  by  society, 
shall  first  surrender  the  last  that  remains  to  him,  his  very  claim  to  manhood,  shall  first 
beg  for  mercy  before  your  mercy  deigns  to  press,  in  the  shape  of  an  alms,  the  brand  of 
degradation  upon  his  brow. 

— Friedrich  Engels,  The  Condition  of  the  Working-Class  in  England  (1845) 


Sydney  Morning  Herald 

Lindy  Chamberlain-Creighton  dis- 
plays daughter’s  amended  death  cer- 
tificate outside  courthouse  in  Darwin, 
Australia,  on  June  12. 

ers  ignored  for  years  following  the  first 
inquest.  One  of  the  first  responses  of  the 
Alice  Springs  cops  to  Azaria’s  disappear- 
ance was  to  raid  the  Aboriginal  settlement 
near  Uluru. 

The  coroner  at  the  first  inquest,  which 
rightly  found  that  the  baby  was  killed  by 
a wild  dingo,  condemned  the  months  of 
malicious  gossip  and  sharply  criticised  the 
NT  police  force  for  non-reporting  of  crucial 
information  and  "lack  of  complete  objectiv- 
ity.” With  its  authority  challenged  (and  no 
doubt  concerned  for  the  reputation  of  Ayers 
Rock  as  a money-making  tourist  attraction), 
the  Country-Liberal  Party  NT  government 
of  the  day  swung  into  a new  “investigation.” 
By  late  1982.  Lindy  had  been  framed  up 
and  convicted  of  murdering  her  daughter 
and  sentenced  to  life  imprisonment  with 
hard  labour.  Michael  was  convicted  as  an 
accessory  after  the  fact. 

In  jail  Lindy  gave  birth  to  another 
daughter,  who  was  taken  from  her.  After 
three  gruelling  years  in  prison,  she  was 
released  in  1986.  A growing  public  cam- 
paign by  witnesses  and  supporters  defend- 
ing her  innocence,  including  John  Bryson’s 
powerful  1985  book.  Evil  Angels,  exposing 
the  prosecution’s  parade  of  “forensic  evi- 
dence,” was  beginning  to  embarrass  the 


national  and  territory  governments.  The 
finding  of  evidence  that  the  prosecution 
had  insisted  never  existed  compelled  the 
NT  government  to  release  Lindy  and  set 
up  a Royal  Commission  to  quell  the  outcry. 
The  inquiry  found  there  was  “insufficient 
evidence”  to  convict  the  Chamberlains — 
while  whitewashing  the  state  prosecution 
and  exonerating  the  cops.  In  response, 
the  NT  government  granted  the  couple  an 
insulting  "pardon"!  It  was  not  until  1988 
that  the  convictions  were  quashed.  Azaria’s 
death  certificate  wasn't  amended  until 
1995  and  even  then  the  inquest  returned 
an  “open  finding”  on  the  cause  of  death. 

Lindy  Chamberlain  was  framed  up  by 
the  courts  and  cops  of  territorial,  state 
and  federal  governments.  The  role  of  the 
sycophantic  bourgeois  media  was  to  sow 
suspicion,  ignorance  and  fear,  whipping 
up  a broad  base  of  support  for  the  witch- 
hunt within  this  brutally  sexist  capitalist 
society.  As  we  wrote  in  “Lindy  Chamber- 
lain:  Victim  of  Anti-Woman  Witchhunt” 
( Australasian  Spartacist  No.  121,  July/ 
August  1987): 

"The  rampant  sexism  in  this  remote  white 
imperialist  enclave  made  a woman  of  the 
calibre  of  Lindy  Chamberlain  a perfect 
target  for  witchhunting.  The  bourgeois 
media  focussed  on  the  fact  that  Lindy  is 
an  intelligent,  assertive  woman,  who  has 
displayed  enormous  reserves  of  strength.... 
“It  is  precisely  these  qualities,  mani- 
fested in  a woman,  which  were  used  by 
the  media  to  portray  Lindy  as  an  aber- 
ration in  Australian  society.  It  speaks 
volumes  about  the  oppression  of  women 
in  Australia  that  it  is  held  that  women 
should  be  dumb,  passive  subjects.... 
“Lindy  Chamberlain  was  witchhunted 
in  a manner  worthy  of  the  Salem  witch 
trials.  She  was  vilified  by  the  media 
because  she  would  not  cry,  and  because 
she  would  not  smile.  Her  stony  appear- 
ance in  the  courtroom  was  portrayed  as 
cold  unrepentance....  Little  matter  that 
she  had  nothing  to  repent;  that  her  'emo- 
tionless’ exterior  was  evidence  of  her 
resilience  and  self-respect  in  the  face  of 
the  massive  campaign  against  her.  .. 

“The  witchhunt  of  Lindy  Chamberlain 
played  a part  in  reinforcing  the  posi- 
tion of  women  as  the  core  of  the  nuclear 
family — in  this  role  women  are  to  be 
subservient,  not  defiant  and  outspoken. 
The  hypocrisy  of  the  official  bourgeois 
morality,  which  sanctifies  the  nuclear 
family,  was  sharply  exposed  in  the  state 
witchhunt  of  Lindy  Chamberlain,  which 
sought  to  destroy  her  family." 

In  this  bourgeois  society,  “justice"  serves 
the  ruling  class  and  the  courts  are  primarily 
vehicles  to  keep  everyone  else  in  line.  True 
justice  for  the  years  of  state  terror  inflicted 
on  the  Chamberlains,  and  for  all  those  who 
suffer  at  the  hands  of  the  state,  will  come 
with  the  sweeping  away  of  this  exploitative, 
racist  and  sexist  capitalist  society  and  its 
replacement  by  the  state  power,  collectiv- 
ised industry  and  planned  economy  of  the 
victorious  working  class,  the  only  road  to  a 
decent,  egalitarian  world.  ■ 
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Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners! 
Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal! 
Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty! 
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NEW  YORK  CITY 

Sunday,  December  9 
3 to  7 p.m. 

U.E.  Hall 

37  S.  Ashland  (at  Monroe) 

Information:  (312)  563-0442 
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6 to  9 p.m. 

CWA  Local  1180  Hall 
6 Harrison  Street.  Manhattan 

(1  train  to  Franklin,  west  on  Franklin  to 
Hudson,  1 block  south  to  Harrison) 
Information:  (212)  406-4252 


OAKLAND 


Sunday,  December  9 
1 to  5 p.m. 

Humanist  Hall 
390  27th  Street 
(near  19th  St.  BART) 
Information:  (510)  839-0852 
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Tweet  Carter 


1943-2012 


Veteran  Spartacist  cadre  Tweet  Carter  died 
on  November  20  at  the  age  of  69  from  com- 
plications of  diverticulitis  following  six  weeks 
of  hospitalization.  Taking  seriously  the  Com- 
munist Manifesto's  declaration  that  "the  Com- 
munists disdain  to  conceal  their  views  and 
aims  ,’’  Tweet  was  fearless  in  public  work  and 
often  sparked  controversy  by  saying  exactly 
what  she  thought  inside  the  party.  Her  greatest 
strength  was  her  appetite  and  skill  for  political 
combat  with  organizations  falsely  claiming  to 
uphold  revolutionary  Marxism.  Tweet  will  be 
deeply  missed  by  her  comrades,  particularly 
comrade  Dimir,  her  husband. 

Later  in  life,  Tweet  often  spoke  in  New 
York  local  meetings  about  her  experiences  as  a 
nurse  trying  to  care  for  impoverished  patients. 

So  we  note  with  bitterness  that  the  criminal 
lack  of  preparation  for  Hurricane  Sandy  by  the 
management  at  New  York  University’s  hospi- 
tal in  all  likelihood  contributed  to  her  death. 

Only  three  days  after  being  operated  on.  Tweet 
had  to  be  carried  down  14  flights  of  stairs  and 
moved  to  another  hospital  when  backup  gen- 
erators failed,  an  experience  she  described  as 
utterly  terrifying. 

In  an  appreciation  following  her  death, 

Dimir  described  how  Tweet,  growing  up  in  the 
Jim  Crow  South,  “was  seared  to  the  depths  of 
her  being  by  the  horrors  of  black  oppression." 

He  continued,  “A  scion  of  the  stone-racist 
white  elite  in  Florida’s  capital,  she  rejected 
the  legacy  of  slavery  root  and  branch.  While 
her  classmates  focused  on  upcoming  cotil- 
lions and  becoming  cheerleaders.  Tweet  read 
Voltaire  and  Spinoza  looking  for  a guide  to 
escaping  the  barbarity  of  Southern  capitalist 
society.”  In  a document  written  a decade  ago, 

Tweet  recalled  watching  TV  in  1963  as  white 
Birmingham,  Alabama,  cops  used  fire  hoses 
and  police  dogs  to  attack  black  protesters, 
including  schoolchildren.  She  told  her  father, 

"That  settles  it,  we  have  got  to  have  integration."  But, 
she  noted,  “my  father  with  equal  conviction  declared, 
‘Integration  is  a Communist  plot  and  Martin  Luther 
King  is  a Communist.’  Bells  went  off  in  my  head.  I 
set  out  looking  for  the  communists  and  didn’t  stop 
until  I found  the  Spartacist  League.” 

Tweet  was  further  radicalized  in  the  late  1960s,  a 
period  of  tumultuous  political  and  social  struggles 
and  ferment  on  the  left,  especially  over  the  Vietnam 
War.  Though  her  family’s  conceptions  of  Southern 
womanhood  did  not  include  women  getting  a college 
education.  Tweet  made  her  way  to  Florida  State  Uni- 
versity in  Tallahassee.  She  had  become  involved  in 
the  burgeoning  New  Left  and  was  active  in  Students 
for  a Democratic  Society  (SDS).  And  this  was  how 
she  found  the  Spartacist  League. 

In  a gathering  in  New  York  the  day  after  Tweet’s 
death,  one  comrade  recalled  meeting  her  in  1969. 
Aware  that  there  was  a leftist  SDS  branch  in  Tallahas- 
see, our  party  center  had  sent  two  people  to  meet  them. 
A couple  of  male  SDS  members  did  a lot  of  the  talking 
at  first,  but  it  did  not  take  our  comrades  long  to  see  that 


Tweet  speaking  at  SDS  conference  in  Mem 
phis,  1969. 


Tweet  was  the  one  who  was  really  serious  about  revo- 
lutionary politics.  In  early  September  of  that  year,  she 
joined  the  SL  at  its  National  Conference.  She  rapidly 
became  known  among  leftists  all  over  the  South  and 
within  SDS  as  a powerful  fighter  for  our  views.  The 
SL  had  belatedly  entered  this  heterogeneous  student 
radical  organization,  especially  after  a 1969  split  gave 
rise  to  a wing  led  by  the  eclectic  Stalinist  group  Pro- 
gressive Labor  that  crudely  espoused  an  orientation  to 
the  working  class.  Our  supporters  in  SDS  formed  the 
Revolutionary  Marxist  Caucus  (RMC). 

Her  correspondence  in  those  days  was  characteris- 
tically full  of  ideas  to  build  the  party.  At  the  time,  she 
was  already  married  to  Dimir,  an  erudite  professor 
of  languages  some  nine  years  her  senior,  and  she  set 
about  recruiting  him  to  Spartacist  politics,  with  some 
help  from  her  comrades.  She  noted  in  one  report  that 
it  had  been  a great  relief  to  Dimir  when  she  stopped 
reading  him  bits  from  Mao’s  “little  Red  Book.” 

In  her  early  years  in  the  party,  she  participated  in 
and  led  many  interventions  at  public  meetings  held 
by  opponent  groups  viscerally  hostile  to  our  Trotsky- 
ist program.  Tweet  was  without  peer  at  unmasking 
the  socialist  pretensions  of  a wide  spectrum  of  politi- 
cal opponents,  earning  our  internally  coveted  “Mad 
Dog  Trotskyite”  award  in  1970. 

The  early  1970s  were  crucial  years  for  the  Spar- 
tacist League.  In  the  hotbed  of  that  time,  we  were 
often  able  to  engage  members  of  ostensibly  revolu- 
tionary organizations  in  political  debate  that  would 
be  unimaginable  today.  Tweet  was  shaped  by  this 
environment,  and  she  helped  shape  the  party  that 
responded  to  it.  The  SL  grew  not  only  through 
individual  recruitment  but  also  through  important 
fusions  with  groupings  won  from  ostensibly  Trotsky- 
ist as  well  as  Stalinist  organizations.  This  accretion 
of  cadres  made  possible  a transformation  of  our 
organization,  especially  by  constructing  a stronger 
national  center  and  producing  for  the  first  time  a 
regular  press,  launching  Workers  Vanguard  in  1971, 
at  first  as  a monthly  paper. 

Tweet  was  also  involved  in  our  increased  efforts 
to  break  out  of  national  isolation  in  the  U.S.  In  early 
1971  she  went  to  Europe  to  meet  with  groups  claim- 
ing to  be  anti-revisionist  Trotskyists.  As  a speaker  at 
our  New  York  gathering  in  Tweet’s  honor  recalled, 
some  previous  forays  had  worked  out  poorly.  One 
SL  representative  was  recruited  to  the  politics  of 
the  French  workerist  group  Voix  Ouvriere,  while 
a bit  later  in  Germany  another  would-be  leader  of 
our  international  work  showed  himself  to  be  an 
unprincipled  maneuverer.  But  from  Tweet  "you  got 
the  straight  stuff.”  After  talking  with  one  group  in 
Britain,  she  stripped  away  their  pretenses,  writing  in 


her  reports  of  their  anti-woman  "humor"  and 
anti-Irish  chauvinism,  which  are  characteristic 
of  the  Labour  Party  milieu. 

In  the  early  1970s,  Tweet  was  political  chair- 
man of  the  Los  Angeles  branch.  She  worked 
to  educate,  train  and  assimilate  young  com- 
rades during  that  time  of  rapid  recruitment  and 
regroupment,  which  included  a 1971  fusion 
with  the  ex-Maoist  Communist  Working  Col- 
lective. Also  in  L.A.  in  that  period,  the  SL  suc- 
ceeded in  winning  several  important  cadres 
out  of  a milieu  of  subjectively  revolutionary 
black  militants. 

Tweet  cut  a wide  swath  in  party  work, 
serving  on  the  Central  Committee  during  the 
1970s  and  much  of  the  ‘80s  and  on  local  exec- 
utive committees  in  L.A.,  the  San  Francisco 
Bay  Area  and  Chicago.  She  served  as  deputy 
political  chairman  in  the  Bay  Area  local, 
helping  to  oversee  several  trade-union  frac- 
tions and  other  areas  of  work.  In  1979,  Tweet 
was  part  of  the  SL/U.S.  delegation  to  the  first 
International  Conference  of  our  tendency. 

After  Tweet  moved  to  New  York  in  the  early 
1990s,  periodic  bouts  of  serious  ill  health 
slowed  her  down.  But  she  continued  to  pro- 
duce valuable  reports  on  our  opponents  and 
frequently  phoned  local  organizers  with  tips 
on  what  such  groups  were  up  to.  As  recently 
as  this  summer.  Tweet  alerted  the  party  to  the 
vile  position  taken  by  the  Socialist  Equality 
Party  (SEP),  a group  of  political  counterfeits 
led  by  David  North,  on  the  killing  of  17-year- 
old  Trayvon  Martin  by  a racist  vigilante  in 
Florida.  This  prompted  the  polemical  article 
“SEP  Denies  Racism  in  Trayvon  Martin  Kill- 
ing” ( WV  No.  1005,  6 July). 

Known  for  her  passionate  opposition  to  all 
forms  of  special  oppression.  Tweet  had  nothing 
but  contempt  for  the  sanctimonious,  puritani- 
cal straitjacket  of  bourgeois  society,  with  its 
anti-sex,  anti-gay  “morality.”  Her  moral  com- 
pass was  that  of  the  liberation  of  all  humanity,  the 
fight  for  a communist  world.  Tweet  was  a signatory 
to  a 1969  document  titled  “The  Fight  for  Women’s 
Liberation”  that  was  submitted  by  the  RMC  to  SDS 
(reprinted  in  the  Young  Spartacus  pages  of  WV  No. 
910,  14  March  2008). 

In  a 2001  document  urging  that  the  party  issue 
more  propaganda  about  AIDS  as  well  as  homeless- 
ness in  America,  Tweet,  who  had  a Master  of  Science 
nursing  degree,  observed:  “After  spending  15  years 
as  a nurse  working  with  AIDS  patients  it  has  become 
clear  to  me  that  while  the  direct  cause  of  the  disease 
is  the  HIV  virus,  the  reasons  for  the  scale  of  this 
epidemic  are  largely  social  and  political.”  She  noted, 
“When  you  don't  know  where  your  next  meal  is  com- 
ing from  and  your  life  is  totally  disorganized,  it’s 
almost  impossible  to  take  multiple  pills  three  times 
a day."  Tweet  concluded  her  document  with  Lenin’s 
admonition  that  the  party  must  be  the  tribune  of  the 
people,  actively  opposing  every  kind  of  oppression 
and  injustice. 

Inside  the  party,  we  saw  another  side  of  Tweet: 
her  great  generosity.  She  regularly  provided  food  to 
get  comrades  through  long  meetings  as  well  as  for 
the  Partisan  Defense  Committee's  annual  Holiday 
Appeal  benefits  for  class-war  prisoners.  After  scour- 
ing the  thrift  stores.  Tweet  was  always  replenishing 
the  “free  box”  in  the  New  York  local  hall,  where 
comrades  can  pick  up  articles  of  clothing.  With  her 
Master  of  Fine  Arts  degree,  she  loved  to  share  her 
knowledge  of  art  with  comrades.  Tweet  and  Dimir’s 
vacations  included  visiting  major  cultural  sites  in 
Europe,  Egypt  and  TUrkey,  as  well  as  connecting 
with  ICL  comrades.  She  loved  classical  music  and 
read  omnivorously,  with  a special  appetite  for  U.S., 
Soviet  and  other  novelists  around  the  world. 

In  a letter  to  Dimir,  a comrade  who  recently  trans- 
ferred out  of  the  center  wrote:  "I  have  difficulty 
imagining  the  New  York  local  without  her.  She  liv- 
ened up  many  a meeting  with  her  interesting  and 
often  provocative  remarks  and  I don’t  think  we  will 
ever  be  able  to  replace  her  ceaseless  muck-raking  on 
the  opponents  and  witty  reports  on  information  skill- 
fully gleaned  from  her  sources  outside  the  party.... 
She  was  the  kind  of  troublemaker  who  helped  keep 
the  party  on  its  toes  and  that  alone  is  a huge  loss  for 
the  ICL." 

As  Dimir  has  recounted  to  comrades,  prior  to  her 
most  recent  illness  Tweet  said  to  him:  "I  have  led 
exactly  the  kind  of  life  I wanted  to.”  Tweet  was  a 
Bolshevik,  an  old-school,  hard-bitten  Spartacist.  We 
salute  Tweet,  and  in  her  memory  we  rededicate  our- 
selves to  the  cause  she  first  embraced  as  a young 
woman — that  of  international  proletarian  revolution. 
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CLASS-STRUGGLE  DEFENSE  NOTES 


Accused  of  Lifting  Veil  on  U.S.  War  Machine 


Manning  Pretrial 
Drop  All  Charges! 


Bradley 

Hearing: 

DECEMBER  4 — Army  private  Bradley 
Manning  spoke  publicly  last  week  for  the 
first  time  since  he  was  detained  in  May 
2010  for  allegedly  handing  over  a trove  of 
classified  documents  to  WikiLeaks  that 
exposed  U.S.  imperialism’s  schemes  and 
wartime  atrocities.  Charging  Manning  with 
22  offenses  including  espionage  and  “aid- 
ing the  enemy,”  military  prosecutors  are 
threatening  him  with  life  imprisonment, 
having  decided  not  to  pursue  the  death 
penalty.  Taking  the  stand  at  a hearing  on 
a defense  motion  to  dismiss  all  charges 
on  the  grounds  of  unlawful  pretrial  pun- 
ishment, Manning  recounted  the  torturous 
conditions  of  his  confinement,  which  one 
prison  psychologist  described  as  worse 
than  at  Guantanamo  or  on  death  row.  The 
hearing  is  continuing  as  we  go  to  press. 

The  suffering  and  deprivation  inflicted 
on  Manning  is  meant  as  a message:  the 
U.S.  imperialists  will  not  tolerate  any 
light  shed  on  their  workings.  This  vendetta 
was  also  designed  to  break  him  so  that  he 
would  implicate  WikiLeaks  and  its  founder 
Julian  Assange,  who  remains  holed  up  in 
the  Ecuadorian  Embassy  in  London  to 
avoid  extradition  to  the  U.S.,  via  Sweden 
(see  “Hands  Off  Julian  Assange!”  WVNo. 
1010,  12  October).  In  the  past  week,  pro- 
tests demanding  Manning’s  freedom  have 
taken  place  from  the  court  site,  Fort  Meade 
near  Baltimore,  to  Berlin  and  other  cities. 

Last  month.  Manning  offered  to  accept 
responsibility  for  providing,  as  an  act  of 
conscience,  at  least  some  of  the  250,000 
diplomatic  cables,  500,000  Army  reports 
from  Iraq  and  Afghanistan  and  video 
from  Baghdad  that  WikiLeaks  made 
public.  Shortly  before  Manning  testified 
last  week,  the  presiding  military  judge 
accepted  the  framework  that  would  allow 


him  to  plead  guilty  to  some  lesser  charges, 
which  carry  a maximum  sentence  of  16 
years.  Manning  has  not  yet  filed  a formal 
plea.  Even  if  the  plea  were  to  be  accepted. 
Manning  still  faces  trial  on  the  maximum 
charges  unless  the  case  is  dismissed  and 
could  receive  a life  sentence  if  found 
guilty  of  only  one  of  them.  The  court 
martial  is  now  slated  to  begin  in  March. 

If  Manning  did  make  available  the 
material  attributed  to  him  in  the  tentative 
plea,  he  provided  a major  service  to  work- 
ing people  and  the  oppressed  the  world 
over.  In  seeking  to  galvanize  proletarian 
opposition  to  the  capitalist  order,  we  wel- 
come even  a slight  lifting  of  the  veil  on 
the  imperialists’  war  machine.  The  video 
Manning  is  accused  of  leaking  shows  an 
Apache  helicopter  gunning  down  and 
killing  at  least  12  people  in  Baghdad  in 
2007,  including  a Reuters  journalist  and 
his  driver,  while  the  pilots  laugh  and 
gloat.  The  war  logs  document  120,000 
civilian  deaths  in  Iraq  and  Afghanistan 
and  a formal  military  policy  of  covering 
up  torture,  rape  and  murder.  The  cables 
address  all  manner  of  lethal  operations 
within  U.S.  client  states,  from  the  “drug 
war”  in  Mexico  to  drone  strikes  in  Yemen. 

With  over  20  supporters  attending 
the  court  hearing.  Manning  detailed  the 
depravity  of  his  enraged  military  jailers. 
His  first  two  months  in  custody  were  spent 
in  what  Manning  described  as  an  “animal 
cage”  in  Kuwait,  where  he  was  kept  iso- 
lated and  disoriented.  “I  just  thought  I was 
going  to  die  in  that  cage,”  he  told  the  court. 
Returned  to  the  U.S.,  he  was  thrown  into 
what  he  called  “a  shark-attack  environ- 
ment” at  the  Quantico  Marine  brig  in  Vir- 
ginia, where  he  was  kept  for  nine  months. 
He  spent  at  least  23  hours  a day  alone  in 


a six-by-eight-foot  cell  with  no  window 
or  natural  light,  forbidden  to  exercise,  lie 
down  or  even  lean  against  a wall  if  not 
sleeping.  Even  when  he  was  allowed  to 
sleep,  he  was  periodically  awakened  by 
guards  who  also  subjected  him  to  daily 
strip  searches  and  forced  nudity. 

Quantico  commanders  justified  their 
handling  of  Manning  by  classifying  him 
first  as  a “suicide  risk"  and  then  put- 
ting him  on  “prevention  of  injury”  sta- 
tus. While  Manning  had  been  driven 
to  despair  by  the  unrelenting  abuse  he 
suffered  in  Kuwait,  at  least  16  official 
reports  from  brig  psychiatrists  at  Quan- 
tico concluded  that  Manning  was  not  a 
threat  to  himself  or  others.  Nevertheless, 
his  status  did  not  change  until  he  was 
transferred  to  Fort  Leavenworth  in  April 
2011  amid  international  condemnation 
of  his  treatment.  By  the  admission  of  the 
colonel  in  charge  of  Quantico  at  the  time, 
a blind  eye  was  turned  to  these  reports 
because  a staff  dentist  made  assessments 
more  to  the  liking  of  the  brass! 

Court  documents  show  that  one  base 
commander  instructed  staff  to  “do  what- 
ever we  want”  to  Manning.  The  param- 
eters of  the  torture  regime  were  run  up 
the  chain  of  command  to  the  Pentagon. 
Meanwhile,  the  handprint  of  the  White 
House  is  all  over  the  case.  With  a push 
from  the  Obama  administration,  Man- 
ning was  charged  under  the  1917  Espio- 
nage Act,  with  the  Commander-in-Chief 
himself  declaring  last  year  that  Manning 
“broke  the  law.” 

The  government  is  intent  on  painting 
a portrait  of  Manning  as  a traitor  who 
aided  and  abetted  A1  Qaeda,  with  the 
judge  even  giving  the  go-ahead  to  pros- 
ecutors to  introduce  the  contents  of  Osama 
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Bradley  Manning  leaves  hearing  in 
Fort  Meade,  Maryland,  November  27. 

bin  Laden’s  hard  drives.  The  prosecution 
does  not  feel  compelled  to  present  evi- 
dence that  any  tangible  aid  was  provided 
to  an  “enemy.”  Rather,  it  argues  that  it  is 
sufficient  to  establish  that  Manning  knew 
that  U.S.  adversaries  could  access  the 
information  that  was  now  in  the  public 
domain.  Thus  Washington  equates  disclo- 
sure of  classified  information  by  “whistle- 
blowers.” journalists  or  anyone  else  with 
treason.  And  by  the  lights  of  the  “war  on 
terror,”  an  "enemy”  could  mean  virtually 
any  opponent  of  the  U.S.  government. 

It  is  the  norm  for  the  imperialists  to 
accompany  their  depredations  around  the 
world  with  official  silence  and  secret  deal- 
ings. In  2011  alone,  U.S.  officials  classified 
more  than  92  million  documents.  Revolu- 
tionary leader  Leon  Trotsky  observed  in 
November  1917:  “Imperialism,  with  its  dark 
plans  of  conquest  and  its  robber  alliances 
and  deals,  developed  the  system  of  secret 
diplomacy  to  the  highest  level.”  Opponents 
of  imperialist  occupations  and  war  must  be 
won  to  the  understanding  that  it  will  require 
a series  of  socialist  revolutions  around  the 
world  to  put  an  end  to  the  capitalist  order, 
which  maintains  itself  through  systematic 
violence  and  lies.  ■ 


Extradited  to  Spain  for  Defending  Basque  Rights 


Free  Aurore  Martin! 


We  reprint  below  a November  2 leaf- 
let by  the  Comite  de  Defense  Sociale 
(CDDS) — a class-struggle,  non-sectarian 
legal  and  social  defense  organization 
associated  with  the  Ligue  Trotskyste 
de  France,  section  of  the  International 
Communist  League.  It  was  distributed  in 
French  and  Spanish  at  a 15,000-strong 
demonstration  on  November  10  in  Ba- 
yonne, iti  the  French  Basque  country, 
protesting  the  extradition  of  Aurore  Mar- 
tin to  Spain.  Martin  was  arrested  on  the 
grounds  that  she  had  attended  several 
meetings  of  the  pro-Basque  independence 


NOTICE 

Workers  Vanguard  skips 
an  issue  in  December. 
Our  next  issue  will 
be  dated  January  11. 


organization  Batasuna,  even  though  this 
organization  is  not  illegal  in  France.  Her 
arrest  was  made  possible  by  a European 
Union  (EU)  agreement  that  introduced 
the  so-called  European  Arrest  Warrant. 
Under  this  agreement,  any  EU  member 
state  must  arrest  and  extradite  to  the 
requesting  EU  state  anybody  deemed  by 
the  latter  to  be  a criminal  suspect. 

The  CDDS  condemns  the  extradition 
by  the  French  state  of  Aurore  Martin  to 
Spain,  where  she  faces  up  to  12  years  in 
prison.  Just  days  before  Martin’s  deten- 
tion yesterday,  two  other  Basque  activists, 
Izaskun  Lesaka  and  Joseba  Iturbe,  were 
arrested  near  Lyon  in  a joint  operation  by 
the  RAID  [elite  French  cop  unit]  and  the 
Spanish  Guardia  Civil.  Both  Lesaka  and 
Iturbe  are  suspected  of  belonging  to  the 
ETA  pro-Basque  independence  group, 
and  Lesaka  is  purported  to  be  one  of  three 
activists  who  in  October  201 1 read  out 
the  ETA  statement  that  it  was  definitively 
renouncing  armed  struggle. 


The  French  and  Spanish  capitalist  states 
have  no  intention  of  dropping  their  bloody 
vendetta  against  the  Basque  nationalists, 
despite  ETA’s  renouncing  armed  struggle. 
The  Basques,  as  well  as  other  national 
minorities  such  as  the  Catalans  and  the 
Corsicans,  along  with  the  Muslim  popula- 
tion, are  used  by  the  French  and  Spanish 
bourgeoisies  as  all-purpose  scapegoats. 
As  the  worst  economic  crisis  in  decades 
rages,  this  serves  to  divide  and  weaken 
the  working  class  in  order  to  push  through 
the  bosses’  renewed  austerity  attacks  as 
well  as  to  justify  the  raft  of  new  laws 
increasing  state  repression,  which  are 
also  ultimately  aimed  at  workers  strug- 
gling against  capitalist  oppression.  This 
is  not  to  mention  the  opaque  maneuvers 
and  rivalries  at  play  around  the  European 
Union,  in  which  the  lives  of  militants  are 
cynically  traded  as  bargaining  chips  for 
imperialist  interests.  The  Aurore  Martin 
case  and  the  European  Arrest  Warrant 
vividly  show  how  the  EU,  insofar  as  it  is 


"united”  at  ajl,  is  united  over  the  oppres- 
sion of  minorities  and  the  workers  move- 
ment. Down  with  the  EU! 

Already  this  year,  the  total  number  of 
arrests  of  alleged  ETA  members  stands  at 
24.  Sixteen  of  those  took  place  in  France, 
three  in  Spain  and  five  in  other  countries. 
We  demand  that  all  charges  be  dropped 
immediately  against  Aurore  Martin, 
Izaskun  Lesaka  and  Joseba  Iturbe  and 
that  they  be  immediately  released  from 
the  clutches  of  the  French  and  Spanish 
states.  We  also  demand  that  the  hundreds 
of  other  Basque  nationalist  activists  jailed 
in  French  and  Spanish  prisons  be  freed! 

Aurore  Martin  Extradition: 

Vails  Finishes  Job  Begun  by 
Sarkozy  and  Gueant 

Back  in  October  2010,  a European 
Arrest  Warrant  was  issued  by  the  Span- 
ish government  against  the  French  Basque 
activist  Aurore  Martin,  demanding  her 
extradition  on  the  basis  of  alleged  "par- 
ticipation in  a terrorist  organization.”  The 
“evidence"  cited  is  that  she  attended  six 
public  meetings  of  Batasuna  in  2006  and 
2007 — four  in  Spain  and  two  in  France. 
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WORKERS  VANGUARD 


Veronica  Jones  Memoir 


Witness  Helped  Expose 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Frame-Up 


“As  I lay  in  a coma  for  two  months  in 
early  2007,  I could  hear  the  voices 
around  me..,.  All  1 knew  was  that  I 
wanted  to  live.  I did  not  want  to  die,  not 
like  this.  There’s  a lot  1 want  to  do  and 
say  and  have  wanted  to  say  for  years.” 
Veronica  Jones  did  live  for  another 
three  years,  and  before  she  died  in  2009 
at  the  age  of  48,  finally  got  her  say  in  an 
autobiography  as  told  to  her  sister  Val- 
erie, which  was  posthumously  published 
earlier  this  year.  Veronica  and  the  Case 
of  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  the  riveting  story 
of  a 20-year-old  mother  of  three  and 
part-time  prostitute  who  was  an  eyewit- 
ness at  the  scene  of  the  9 December  1981 
murder  of  Philadelphia  police  officer 
Daniel  Faulkner.  This  was  the  killing  for 
which  Mumia  Abu-Jamal,  a former  Black 
Panther  Party  spokesman,  a MOVE  sup- 
porter and  acclaimed  journalist,  was 
falsely  accused  and  sentenced  to  death. 

Jones’  personal  story  cuts  a large 
chunk  out  of  the  heart  of  the  racist 
frame-up  and  decades-long  conspiracy  to 
legally  lynch  Mumia,  an  innocent  man, 
or  to  keep  this  fighter  for  the  oppressed 
locked  in  prison  hell  for  the  rest  of  his 
life.  Several  days  after  Faulkner's  kill- 
ing, Jones  told  police  she  saw  two  black 
men  run  from  the  scene.  Neither  of 
these  could  have  been  Mumia,  who  was 
found  slumped  on  the  sidewalk  profusely 
bleeding  from  a shot  from  a policeman’s 
gun.  Jones’  report  of  two  men  running 
away  would  have  been  devastating  to 
the  prosecution  scenario,  which  is  that 
Mumia  “must  have”  been  the  one  who 
shot  Faulkner  because  no  one  else  but 
Mumia  and  his  brother  William  Cook 
were  on  the  street  corner  with  Faulkner. 
But  under  intense  intimidation  from  the 
Philly  cops,  at  Mumia’s  1982  trial  Jones 
recanted  her  account,  dealing  a blow 
to  his  defense.  Although  several  wit- 
nesses saw  one  or  more  black  men  flee 
the  scene,  almost  all  of  these  witnesses’ 
accounts  were  kept  from  Mumia’s  jury. 

However,  14  years  later,  Jones  came  for- 
ward at  a post-conviction  hearing  and  stood 


up  to  the  prosecutors,  cops  and  "hanging 
judge”  Albert  Sabo  to  explain  how  the 
cops  had  pressured  her  to  lie  at  the  1982 
trial.  In  retaliation,  Sabo  and  the  prosecu- 
tors had  her  arrested  on  the  witness  stand 
and  dragged  off  to  jail  on  the  basis  of  a 
New  Jersey  bench  warrant  (for  supposedly 
trying  to  pass  a bad  check!)  that  had  been 
issued  more  than  two  years  earlier.  Jones 
defiantly  told  Sabo’s  court:  "You  think 
that’s  going  to  make  me  change  my  story. 
It’s  not!"  Returning  to  the  hearing  after 
being  released  from  jail,  Jones  demonstra- 
tively sat  with  Mumia’s  supporters. 

In  her  1996  post-conviction  testimony, 
Jones  revealed  how  only  days  before 
Mumia’s  trial,  two  detectives  visited  her 
in  jail  where  she  was  held  facing  robbery 
charges.  In  her  book,  she  describes  how 
the  sadistic  cops  laughed  at  her  pleas  to  go 
to  the  bathroom,  forcing  her  to  urinate  on 
herself.  The  cops  threatened  Jones  with  a 
long  prison  sentence  on  gun  possession 
charges  if  she  didn't  play  ball,  adding  that 
her  three  daughters  would  be  taken  and 
placed  in  foster  care.  She  recalled  that  one 
“detective  stepped  over  to  me  only  inches 
from  my  face,  the  whole  while  staring  me 
directly  in  the  eyes,  never  taking  his  eyes 
away  from  mine  and  with  a straight  face 
said.  ‘We  want  you  to  tell  the  court  that 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  the  person  that  shot 
Officer  Faulkner  and  we  will  make  those 
five  to  fifteen  years  disappear’.’’ 

At  trial  Jones  refused  to  finger  Mumia 
but  denied  her  initial  report  that  she  had 
seen  two  men  flee  the  shooting.  What  she 
did  say,  though,  was  that  the  cops  had 
offered  her  the  same  deal  they  gave  pros- 
titute Cynthia  White — to  work  the  streets 
without  cop  harassment  in  exchange  for 
saying  that  Mumia  shot  Faulkner.  This 
had  the  potential  to  blow  the  frame-up 
apart,  and  for  that  reason  was  suppressed 
by  Judge  Sabo  as  “not  relevant.” 

The  pressure  put  on  Jones  to  echo 
White’s  false  account  underscores  the 
fragility  of  the  prosecution’s  case.  Cops 
and  prosecutors  disappeared  evidence 


exonerating  Mumia  and  manufactured 
such  fake  “evidence”  as  a confession  pur- 
portedly uttered  by  Mumia  as  he  lay  near 
death  shortly  after  the  shooting — a tale 
that  was  concocted  by  prosecutors  and 
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cops  two  months  after  Faulkner’s  killing. 
White,  the  prosecution’s  star  witness, 
was  the  only  one  to  testify  seeing  Mumia 
with  gun  in  hand.  No  other  witness  even 
recalled  seeing  her  in  the  area  at  the  time. 
In  the  months  leading  up  to  Mumia’s  trial. 
White  repeatedly  changed  her  account  of 
what  she  saw.  One  reason  the  cops  put 
intense  pressure  on  Jones  was  that  they 
feared  that  White  couldn’t  keep  her  fab- 
ricated story  straight  at  trial.  (For  a fuller 
account  and  documentation  of  Mumia’s 
frame-up,  see  the  2006  Partisan  Defense 
Committee  pamphlet.  The  Fight  to  Free 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal — Mumia  Is  Innocent!) 

The  most  dramatic  new  revelation  in 
Jones’  book  is  that  she  was  having  sex 
with  Faulkner  over  a period  of  time  before 
the  shooting.  In  previous  testimony.  Jones 
had  made  clear  that  she  knew  Faulkner 


and  that  he  had  helped  her.  Jones’  book 
recounts  how  Faulkner  assisted  her  one 
night  after  two  other  Philly  cops  viciously 
raped  and  robbed  her,  recalling,  "He  didn't 
seem  surprised  by  my  story  of  what  hap- 
pened that  night."  According  to  her  mem- 
oirs, they  had  sex  the  night  of  Faulkner’s 
shooting,  when  he  was  in  a strange  mood 
as  if  “something  really  confidential”  was 
"going  to  go  down  out  there.” 

Jones’  account  of  Faulkner’s  frame  of 
mind  accords  with  the  situation  detailed  in 
the  subsequent  confession  of  Arnold  Bev- 
erly that  he,  not  Mumia,  shot  and  killed 
Faulkner.  Beverly’s  1999  sworn  affidavit 
(one  of  the  documents  in  the  PDC  pam- 
phlet) tells  how  he  and  another  man  were 
hired  for  the  job  because  Faulkner  “was  a 
problem  for  the  mob  and  corrupt  police- 
men because  he  interfered  with  the  graft 
and  payoffs  made  to  allow  illegal  activity" 
such  as  prostitution,  gambling  and  drugs. 

Veronica  Jones  remained  a visible  sup- 
porter of  the  fight  to  free  Mumia  until 
her  death,  and  for  that  she  paid  a great 
price.  “She  was  determined  to  tell  the 
whole  story,”  Valerie  Jones  writes  in  the 
book’s  introduction,  "for  herself,  for  her 
family  and  above  all,  for  an  innocent  man 
on  death  row.  She  believed,  as  I do,  that 
Mumia  Abu-Jamal  is  guilty  of  nothing 
except  surviving  that  night  and  her  own 
experience  points  to  a deliberate  police 
frame-up.”  The  book  concludes,  “The 
state’s  determination  to  execute  Mumia 
impacted  the  entirety  of  Veronica’s  adult 
life.”  The  book  includes  a foreword  by 
Mumia  and  a legal  afterword  by  Rachel 
Wolkenstein,  formerly  a PDC  counsel 
who  was  part  of  Mumia’s  legal  team  in 
the  late  1990s  and  continues  to  provide 
him  legal  assistance. 

In  2011,  ten  years  after  a ruling  by  a 
federal  judge  overturning  Mumia’s  death 
sentence,  the  Philly  district  attorney’s 
office  announced  that  it  would  not  seek 
to  reinstate  the  death  penalty.  Mumia. 
who  never  should  have  spent  one  day  in 
jail,  now  faces  the  living  death  of  life  in 
prison  without  parole.  There  is  no  justice 
in  the  capitalist  courts!  Since  first  taking 
up  Mumia’s  defense  in  1987,  the  Sparta- 
cist  League  and  the  PDC  have  favored 
every  possible  legal  action  against  the 
frame-up  while  at  the  same  time  stressing 
that  fighters  for  Mumia’s  freedom  must 
place  their  reliance  on  the  power  of  mass, 
labor-centered  protest.  It  will  take  a work- 
ers revolution  to  smash  the  greater  prison 
house  that  is  racist  American  capitalism, 
opening  the  road  to  an  egalitarian  social- 
ist society.  The  future  American  workers 
state  will  honor  the  memory  of  Veronica 
Jones  for  her  brave  defiance  of  the  execu- 
tioners in  black  robes.  ■ 


Aurore  Martin 
at  Bayonne 
protest  against 
European  Arrest 
Warrant, 
December  2010. 


The  Batasuna  party,  outlawed  in  Spain,  is 
a perfectly  legal  party  in  France.  Aurore 
Martin  is  also  accused  of  writing  an  article 
for  the  (legal)  Basque  newspaper  Gara  and 
of  having  dealings  with  the  Basque  Lands 
Communist  Party  (EH  AK),  which  was  out- 
lawed in  Spain  in  2008.  There  is  not  even 
the  slightest  attempt  by  the  French  or  Span- 
ish government  to  produce  evidence  linking 
Aurore  Martin  to  any  armed  activity;  this 
French  citizen  was  extradited  by  France’s 
top  cop.  Manuel  Vails,  and  is  today  impris- 
oned in  a Spanish  jail  solely  because  of  her 
opinions  and  political  solidarity  with  the 
cause  of  Basque  independence.  Her  extra- 


dition, based  on  no  tangible  evidence,  pro- 
voked outrage  against  Vails  from  practi- 
cally all  National  Assembly  members  from 
the  Basque  country,  even  the  most  "repub- 
lican" among  them. 

When  an  arrest  warrant  was  issued 
against  Aurore  Martin  in  2010,  she  went 
into  hiding.  But  six  months  later,  in  early 
June  2011.  she  decided  to  “lead  a normal 
public  life  again"  and  attended  a public 
meeting  in  Biarritz  on  the  subject  of  the 
European  Arrest  Warrant.  Days  later,  on 
June  21,  (then-president  Nicolas)  Sar- 
kozy’s minister  of  the  police,  Claude 
Gudant,  sent  in  his  cops  to  arrest  her  in 


Bayonne.  But  they  were  literally  pushed 
back  by  the  activists  and  local  people,  and 
Aurore  Martin  eluded  arrest.  At  the  time. 
Gudant  stated  that  France  would  do  its 
“duty”  and  that  her  extradition  would  be 
carried  out.  However,  after  a 3,000-strong 
march  in  Bayonne  demanding  that  her 
arrest  warrant  be  lifted,  there  was  no  fur- 
ther attempt  by  the  French  government 
to  arrest  her.  That  is,  until  Vails  and  the 
popular-front  government  under  [Socialist 
president  Francois]  Hollande  stepped  in  to 
finish  the  job.  In  a recent  interview  in  El 
Pals , Vails  praised  the  “exemplary”  coop- 
eration between  the  French  and  Spanish 
governments  and  declared  that  the  French 
government  would  "help  Spain  100  per- 
cent" in  pursuing  the  fight  against  ETA 
“with  full  firmness.” 

The  arrest  and  extradition  of  Aurore 
Martin  are  very  much  in  line  with  the  sin- 
ister crusade  against  the  Basque  national- 
ists carried  out  by  the  Socialist  predeces- 
sors of  Vails  and  Hollande.  As  we  wrote 
in  a short  statement  denouncing  the  Euro- 
pean Arrest  Warrant  against  Aurore  Mar- 
tin back  in  March  2011:  “We  denounce 
the  police  cooperation  between  France 
and  Spain,  which,  starting  with  the  GAL 
|“Anti-Terrorist  Liberation  Groups”!  state 
terrorists  under  [French  president  Fran- 
cois) Mitterrand  and  the  Spanish  Social- 
ist Workers  Party  government  of  Felipe 
Gonzalez  in  the  1980s  and  continuing  up 


to  today,  has  cost  the  lives  of  dozens  of 
people  and  led  to  the  arrest  and  imprison- 
ment of  hundreds  of  activists.”  The  work- 
ers movement  must  protest  the  extradition 
of  Aurore  Martin!  For  the  right  of  self- 
determination  of  the  Basque  people,  south 
and  north  of  the  Pyrenees!  Down  with  the 
European  Arrest  Warrant!  Down  with  the 
capitalist  European  Union!  ■ 
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Parti  Quebecois  Government:  No  Victory  for  Workers,  Youth 


State  Vendetta  Against 
Quebec  Student  Activists 


We  reprint  the  following  article  from 
Spartacist  Canada  No.  175  (Winter  2012/ 
2013),  newspaper  of  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste,  Canadian  section  of  the 
International  Communist  League  (Fourth 
Internationalist). 

In  the  aftermath  of  the  student  strike 
that  rocked  Quebec  this  past  spring  and 
summer,  the  capitalists’  cops  and  courts 
are  pursuing  a vindictive  campaign  against 
strike  activists.  A particular  target  is  one 
of  the  student  movement’s  most  prominent 
spokesmen.  Gabriel  Nadeau-Dubois  of  the 
Coalition  Large  de  1'Association  pour  une 

spartaciit;.^ 

Solidarity  Syndicale  Etudiante  (CLASSE). 
On  November  I.  Quebec  Superior  Court 
justice  Denis  Jacques  found  Nadeau- 
Dubois  guilty  of  "contempt”  for  encour- 
aging student  protesters  to  ignore  court 
injunctions.  The  CLASSE  leader  now 
faces  up  to  a year  in  prison  and  $50,000 
in  fines. 

The  judge  railed  that  Nadeau-Dubois 
had  advocated  "anarchy"  and  that  his 
comments  could  pave  a “road  to  tyranny." 
Underlining  the  political  nature  of  this 
frame-up.  his  ruling  cited  the  precedent 
of  the  May  1972  convictions  of  the  lead- 
ers of  Quebec’s  three  trade-union  centrals 
[federations)  for  contempt  of  court.  The 
jailing  of  these  union  leaders  for  refusing 
to  order  workers  to  obey  strikebreaking 
injunctions  sparked  a spontaneous  eleven- 
day  general  strike,  the  most  deepgoing 
working-class  struggle  in  Quebec  history. 

Other  student  militants  face  even  more 
serious  charges.  Over  3,300  protesters 
were  arrested  during  the  strike,  a num- 
ber far  exceeding  even  the  mass  roundups 
of  leftists,  nationalists  and  union  leaders 
under  the  War  Measures  Act  in  the  "Octo- 
ber Crisis”  of  1970.  Among  them  is  Yalda 
Machouf-Khadir,  the  daughter  of  Que- 
bec Solidaire  MNA  [National  Assembly 
member!  Amir  Khadir.  She  faces  charges 
of  “conspiracy,"  assault  and  breaking  and 
entering  following  her  alleged  participa- 
tion in  the  trashing  of  a former  Quebec 
education  minister’s  office.  Other  activ- 
ists face  the  Orwellian  charge  of  "inciting 
fear  of  terrorism,”  which  carries  a poten- 
tial five-year  jail  sentence. 

In  order  to  hunt  down  and  frame  up 
political  activists,  the  notoriously  vicious 
Montreal  police  set  up  a special  unit  last 
year  called  GAMMA — Guet  des  Activi- 
ty des  Mouvements  Marginaux  et  Anar- 
chistes  (Surveillance  of  the  Activities  of 


Marginal  Movements  and  Anarchists). 
The  ongoing  witchhunt  of  left-wing  activ- 
ists highlights  a basic  truth:  the  capitalist 
state,  including  the  cops  and  courts,  is  not 
neutral,  but  is  the  repressive  fist  of  the  rul- 
ing class,  to  be  mobilized  against  striking 
workers,  student  radicals  and  anyone  else 
who  dares  challenge  the  oppressive  status 
quo.  We  say:  Drop  all  charges  now! 

The  sustained,  militant  struggle  by 
tens  of  thousands  of  students  won  wide 
support  among  working  people  in  Que- 
bec. In  the  end,  the  students  were  able 
to  win  their  bottom-line  demands  for 
withdrawal  of  a massive  tuition  hike  and 
repeal  of  the  draconian  Bill  78,  the  “law 
of  the  nightsticks”  enacted  by  Jean  Cha- 
rest’s  Liberal  government  in  an  attempt 
to  break  the  strike.  But  nothing  funda- 
mental has  been  resolved,  and  many  stu- 
dent militants  recognize  that  the  newly- 
elected  Parti  Qudbycois  regime  will  soon 
launch  a new  round  of  attacks  on  workers 


and  student  youth,  as  PQ  governments 
have  always  done  in  the  past. 

PQ  premier  Pauline  Marois  cancelled 
the  Liberals’  tuition  hike  to  put  a lid  on 
social  struggle.  But  the  PQ  is  already  vow- 
ing to  increase  tuition  in  line  with  infla- 
tion, and  its  promised  “summit  on  higher 
education  funding”  explicitly  excludes  the 
student  unions’  just  demand  for  free  edu- 
cation. Amid  the  sordid  corruption  scan- 
dals exposing  (some  of)  the  dirty  deeds 
of  Quebec  mayors  and  other  politicians, 
the  PQ’s  overriding  priority  has  been  to 
assure  the  “business  community”  that  it 
can  “balance  the  budget”  and  effectively 
manage  the  capitalist  order.  This  will 
mean  yet  more  austerity  measures  against 
workers  and  the  poor. 

The  election  of  the  bourgeois-nationalist 
PQ  is  not  a victory  of  any  kind  for  work- 
ers and  student  youth.  History  has  shown 
repeatedly  that  the  PQ  in  power  is  an  enemy 
of  the  working  class.  In  1982-83,  the  gov- 
ernment of  party  founder  Rend  Ldvesque 
launched  sweeping  attacks  on  public-sector 
unions.  In  1999,  Marois,  then  minister  of 
health  in  Lucien  Bouchard’s  PQ  regime, 
introduced  a bill  ordering  nearly  50.000 
striking  nurses  to  return  to  work.  These 
and  other  attacks  by  the  last  PQ  govern- 
ment paved  the  way  for  the  even  more  sav- 
age assaults  of  the  Charest  Liberals. 

Student  struggle  can  provide  a spark 
for  the  broader  social  struggle  necessary 
to  beat  back  capitalist  attacks.  However, 
as  we  emphasized  throughout  the  stu- 
dent strike,  it  is  the  organized  working 
class — in  the  factories,  mines  and  trans- 
portation systems — that  uniquely  has  the 
social  power  and  material  interest  to  bring 
the  bourgeois  profit  system  to  its  knees. 
Despite  its  history  of  militant  struggle, 
the  Quebec  working  class  is  tied  to  the 
capitalist  order  by  union  misleaders  who 
have  long  supported  the  PQ  in  the  name  of 
“national  solidarity.”  The  student  strikers 


received  both  "advice"  and  financial  sup- 
port from  the  union  tops,  who  used  their 
authority  and  influence  to  limit  the  strug- 
gle and  secure  "social  peace.”  To  unleash 
the  social  power  of  Quebec  labour,  a new 
leadership  must  be  forged  that  can  mobi- 
lize the  workers  independently  of  the  PQ 
and  all  other  capitalist  parties. 

Social  Struggle  and 
the  National  Question 

Marois’  victory  in  the  polls  unleashed 
the  usual  wave  of  chauvinist  hand- 
wringing  in  the  English  Canadian  bour- 
geois press,  though  the  fact  that  the  PQ 
was  only  able  to  garner  a minority  gov- 
ernment led  to  sighs  of  relief  that  no  new 
sovereignty  referendum  would  soon  be 
on  the  agenda.  However,  the  question  of 
Quebec  independence  still  looms  large  as 
a central  feature  of  Canadian  politics,  one 
that  will,  sooner  or  later,  erupt  anew. 

The  national  question  in  this  country — 
the  forcible  incorporation  of  the  franco- 
phone Quebecois  nation  in  an  Anglo- 
dominated  Canada — has  long  served 
to  divide  the  working  class.  In  English 
Canada,  anti-Quebec  chauvinism  is  fos- 
tered by  the  "Canadian  unity"  demagogy 
of  the  NDP  [New  Democratic  Party) 
social  democrats  and  their  allies  in  the  top 
trade-union  bureaucracy.  Within  Quebec, 
national  oppression  is  manipulated  by  the 
bourgeois  nationalists  and  their  labour 
lieutenants  to  bind  the  working  class  to 
its  own  francophone  oppressors.  As  revo- 
lutionary internationalists  who  oppose  all 
forms  of  chauvinism  and  discrimination 
and  work  to  unite  the  workers  in  anti- 
capitalist struggle,  we  advocate  Quebec 
independence.  This  is  the  best  means  to 
get  the  national  question  off  the  agenda, 
so  that  the  workers  of  both  nations  can  see 
clearly  that  their  enemies  are  their  own 
respective  capitalist  exploiters. 

As  the  student  struggle  came  to  a head, 
the  strike  leaders  increasingly  dissipated 
the  energies  of  the  student  movement  into 
the  parliamentary  shell-game:  “Anybody 
but  the  Liberals.”  Ldo  Bureau-Blouin, 
former  head  of  the  Federation  Etudiante 
Colldgiale  du  Quebec  (FECQ),  ran  for 
the  PQ  and  was  elected  to  the  National 
Assembly.  While  declining  to  endorse  any 
political  party,  the  more  radical  CLASSE 
federation  began  organizing  its  protests 
around  slogans  like  "Neoliberals  out!"  A 
CLASSE  position  paper  issued  just  before 
the  election  opined  that  “The  only  way  to 
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Subscription  Drive  Success 


I W Welcomes  Our  New  Readers 


To  widen  the  reach  of  our  press,  the 
Spartacist  League  and  the  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs  hold  an  annual  subscription  drive 
for  six  weeks  from  late  August  to  early 
October.  This  year  we  again  exceeded  our 
quota,  selling  2,389  points,  which  include 
1.092  subscriptions  to  Workers  Vanguard, 
87  to  Espartaco  (newspaper  of  the  Interna- 
tional Communist  League’s  Mexican  sec- 
tion) and  83  to  other  sectional  press.  Con- 
gratulations to  comrade  Alan  of  the  Bay 
Area  for  winning  the  national  sub  drive. 

This  campaign  is  an  opportunity  not 
only  to  motivate  our  revolutionary  Marx- 
ist politics  to  potential  readers  but  also  to 
get  a wider  sample  of  the  political  mood  of 
the  country,  especially  in  places  where  we 
do  not  have  branches.  With  the  presiden- 
tial election  campaign  in  full  swing,  many 
discussions  centered  on  our  class  oppo- 
sition to  all  capitalist  parties — whether 
Democrat,  Republican  or  small-time  out- 
fits like  the  Greens — and  our  aim  of  forg- 
ing a workers  party  to  lead  the  struggle  to 
overthrow  the  capitalist  order. 

Support  for  Obama  among  students  and 
black  workers  was  less  effusive  than  in 
2008,  as  he  has  since  carried  out  his  duties 
as  U.S.  imperialist  Commander-in-Chief, 
from  attacking  unions,  shredding  civil 
liberties  and  deporting  immigrants  to 
overseeing  drone  strikes,  military  occu- 
pations and  bombing  campaigns  abroad. 
Even  so,  many  were  still  intent  on  voting 
for  Obama  as  the  “lesser  evil."  This  notion 
is  what  often  makes  the  Democrats  more 
effective  at  dishing  it  out  to  the  exploited 
and  oppressed. 

We  found  black  workers  and  students 
in  hotly  contested  Southern  “battleground 
states."  a key  focus  of  Democratic  "get  out 
the  vote”  efforts,  to  be  particularly  com- 
mitted to  supporting  Obama.  Elsewhere 
we  encountered  black  youth  who,  while  not 
overly  excited  about  the  electoral  circus, 
were  lining  up  behind  Obama  out  of  racial 
solidarity  in  the  face  of  the  unabashed  rac- 
ism of  right-wing  Republicans. 

The  coterie  of  union  bureaucrats  at 
Labor  Day  events  in  Detroit  and  Los 
Angeles  was  smaller  than  usual,  undoubt- 


force  the  government  to  truly  respond  to 
the  popular  will  is  to  put  in  place  a suf- 
ficient balance  of  power  and  to  not  give 
it  any  respite.” 

Unable  to  conceive  of  any  other  strat- 
egy than  putting  pressure  on  the  capital- 
ists’ government,  the  CLASSE  leadership 
promotes  illusions  that  the  “popular  will” 
can  be  forced  upon  the  ruling  class.  Such 
illusions  are  spread  in  a more  crude  form 
by  various  reformist  left  groups.  For 
example,  an  article  on  the  International 
Socialists’  (I.S.)  website  (10  September) 
was  headlined  “Quebec  Election  2012:  A 
Major  Victory  for  Students  and  the  Left." 

The  I.S.  and  other  reformists  have 
worked  overtime  to  spread  illusions  in  the 
PQ’s  “left"  appendage.  Quebec  Solidaire 
(QS).  As  we  have  noted,  the  purpose  of 
QS,  a petty-bourgeois  populist  party,  is 
to  channel  the  anger  of  youth  and  work- 
ers back  into  the  safe  channels  of  bour- 
geois parliamentarism  and  Qu^bdcois 
nationalism.  At  the  height  of  the  struggle 
and  the  police  repression,  QS  joined  in 
the  violence-baiting  of  student  activ- 
ists. attacking  “vandalism"  by  “rioters." 
When  his  own  daughter  was  arrested. 
Amir  Khadir  told  a press  conference,  "If 
reprehensible  acts  were  committed  by 
my  daughter  or  whoever  else,  one  must 
take  responsibility  for  one’s  actions"  (La 
Presse,  7 June).  QS  leader  Framjoise 
David  made  clear  in  the  build-up  to  the 
election  that  QS  would  be  prepared  to 
support  a PQ  minority  government. 

Tear  gas,  stun  grenades  and  rubber 


edly  because  most  were  away  at  the  Dem- 
ocratic National  Convention  (DNC)  in 
Charlotte,  North  Carolina.  Of  like  mind 
were  the  reformists,  who  either  explicitly 
or  implicitly  backed  Obama.  At  the  Work- 
ers World  Party  (WWP)-initiated  DNC 


line  used  by  the  labor  bureaucracy  in 
politically  chaining  workers  to  the  Demo- 
crats, the  other  party  of  racist  capitalism. 
The  CPers  were  visibly  shocked  that  we 
polemicized  against  their  views,  and  in 
short  order  they  stormed  out. 
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ANC/SACP/COSATU  Tops: 
Front  Men  for  Mining  Bosses 


Striking  Miners  Defiant 
After  Massacre 
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NYC:  August  30  rally  outside  South 
African  consulate  protests  massacre 
of  Marikana  platinum  miners.  Cov- 
erage of  workers  struggles  against 
neo-apartheid  capitalism  played 
prominent  role  in  2012  sub  drive. 
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protests,  we  caused  a stir  with  a display 
on  a placard  comparing  what  WWP  wrote 
in  adulation  of  Obama  in  2008  with  what 
we  said  against  such  illusions.  And  at  our 
“Meet  the  Marxists”  event  in  Eugene, 
Oregon,  three  members  of  the  Commu- 
nist Party  (CP)  showed  up  to  stump  for 
the  Democrats,  bewailing  the  prospect 
that  the  Republicans  in  office  would 
destroy  the  unions.  This  is  the  same  tired 


bullets  rained  down  on  student  protest- 
ers during  the  strike,  providing  a crucial 
lesson  about  the  brutality  of  the  capitalist 
state  to  a generation  of  youth  engaging  in 
political  struggle  for  the  first  time.  Con- 
clusions must  be  drawn  from  these  and 
other  experiences  to  provide  a road  for- 
ward against  the  unceasing  attacks  of  the 
ruling  exploiters.  As  we  wrote  in  one  of 
our  French-language  supplements  distrib- 
uted at  the  mass  student  protests: 

"Only  the  overthrow  of  capitalism  and 
the  establishment  of  workers  rule  can  put 
an  end  to  poverty  and  all-sided  oppres- 
sion and  open  up  new  vistas  for  human- 
ity. This  is  not  just  a task  for  Quebec,  but 
for  all  of  Canada,  the  U.S.  and  the  entire 
world.  The  way  forward  for  Quebec  stu- 
dent radicals  is  to  commit  their  energy  to 
forging  a binational,  multiethnic  Marxist 
vanguard  party,  part  of  a reforged  Fourth 
International,  world  party  of  socialist 
revolution." 

— “Students:  Ally  with  the 
Working  Class!"  SC  No.  174, 

Fall  2012  [reprinted  in 
WVNo.  107,  31  August) 

* * * 

To  aid  the  legal  defense  fund  for  stu- 
dents and  other  protesters  arrested  dur- 
ing the  strike,  send  contributions  to: 
Association  pour  une  Solidarity  Syn- 
dicale  Etudiante,  2065  rue  Parthenais, 
Local  383,  Montreal  QC  H2K  3T1. 
You  can  also  contribute  directly  to  the 
defense  fund  for  Gabriel  Nadeau-Dubois: 
Comite  de  Soutien  & Gabriel  Nadeau- 
Dubois,  2065  rue  Parthenais.  Bureau  08, 
Montreal  QC  H2K  3TI.  ■ 


One  of  the  main  purposes  of  WV  is 
to  promote  consciousness  of  the  com- 
mon interests  of  the  international  work- 
ing class.  In  this  spirit,  we  have  provided 
ongoing  coverage  of  the  August  16  mas- 
sacre of  strikers  at  Lonmin’s  Marikana 
platinum  mine  in  South  Africa,  for  which 
the  African  National  Congress  (ANC)- 
led  government  was  responsible,  and  the 
strike  wave  that  followed.  The  bloody 
crime  visited  on  the  Marikana  miners 
finds  an  echo  in  the  attacks  on  the  unions 
and  the  livelihoods  of  working  people  in 
the  U.S.  and  other  countries  where  the 
capitalists  are  making  workers  pay  for 
the  ongoing  economic  downturn.  Notably, 
black  union  longshoremen  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  who  at  the  time  were 
headed  toward  a contract  showdown  with 
the  port  bosses,  saw  a parallel  in  their 
own  situation. 

The  struggles  of  the  embattled  South 
African  miners  featured  prominently  in 
our  work.  Our  New  York  local  kicked 
off  its  sub  drive  by  building  a Partisan 
Defense  Committee-initiated  united-front 
protest  demanding:  “Free  jailed  miners — 
Drop  all  charges!  Victory  to  the  striking 
miners!"  (see  “For  International  Solidar- 
ity with  South  African  Miners!”  WV  No. 
1008,  14  September).  Our  placards  and 
articles  that  denounced  the  treachery 
of  the  South  African  Communist  Party 
and  COSATU  trade-union  tops,  part  of 
the  ruling  bourgeois  Tripartite  Alliance 
along  with  the  ANC,  drew  special  inter- 
est from  students  at  Howard  University  in 
Washington.  D.C.,  and  Mills  College  in 
the  Bay  Area.  A large  proportion  of  the 
subscriptions  sold  to  other  ICL  publica- 
tions were  to  Spartacist  South  Africa. 

In  Chicago,  Democratic  mayor  Rahm 
Emanuel’s  heavy-handed  efforts  to  gut 
the  teachers  union  sparked  a strike  that 
gripped  the  city  for  nine  days.  We  sold  37 
introductory  and  two  full  WV  subscrip- 
tions on  the  picket  lines  and  at  rallies. 
Comrades  reported  that  the  teachers  felt 
a sense  of  pride  for  setting  an  example  for 


other  unions  to  follow,  although  few  were 
thrilled  by  the  concessionary  settlement. 
Our  article  “Victory  to  Chicago  Teach- 
ers Strike!"  (WV  No.  1008,  14  Septem- 
ber) also  struck  a chord  in  Bloomington, 
Indiana,  especially  now  that  Indiana  has 
officially  declared  itself  a “right  to  work” 
state. 

One  goal  of  the  sub  drive  was  to  get  back 
to  our  readership  in  the  Pacific  North- 
west. which  markedly  expanded  over  the 
past  year  as  a result  of  our  intersection 
with  the  struggles  of  the  International 
Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union  (ILWU) 
against  the  union-busting  EGT  grain  con- 
glomerate in  Longview,  Washington.  The 
ILWU  contract  with  EGT’s  rivals  was  due 
to  expire  at  the  end  of  September,  posing 
a possible  strike  or  lockout  at  the  time, 
until  the  union  tops  pulled  back  and  the 
contract  was  extended.  One  longshoreman 
told  us  that  he  disagrees  with  our  socialist 
conclusions  but  considers  it  important  for 
working  people  to  read  WV.  especialiy  the 
international  material.  An  ILWU  casual 
worker  appreciative  of  our  understanding 
that  the  labor  movement  must  take  up  the 
fight  for  full  equality  for  black  people, 
immigrants  and  women  commented: 
“We  realized  we  were  somebody  after  we 
started  getting  the  paper." 

On  some  Pacific  Northwest  campuses, 
we  sold  fewer  subscriptions  than  in  the 
recent  past,  in  no  small  part  due  to  wide- 
spread preoccupation  with  electoral  poli- 
tics and  a lower  level  of  student  activism. 
In  Portland,  we  did  make  a splash  among 
youth  familiar  with  the  reformist  Interna- 
tional Socialist  Organization  (ISO).  Sev- 
eral of  them  were  disgusted  that  the  ISO 
has  for  years  championed  woman-hating 
Islamic  reactionaries,  as  seen  not  least  in 
its  defense  of  the  call  by  the  Revolution- 
ary Socialist  group  in  Egypt  for  a vote  to 
the  Muslim  Brotherhood  candidate  who 
came  out  on  top  in  that  country’s  recent 
presidential  elections. 

The  work  of  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs 
helped  net  a higher  than  usual  number  of 
subscriptions  on  several  local  campuses. 
In  New  York,  the  SYC  held  a protest  in 
late  September  at  City  College  against  a 
visit  by  the  secretary  general  of  NATO, 
the  U.S.-dominated  military  alliance  (see 
WV  No.  1011,  26  October).  Across  the 
country,  our  placards  on  literature  tables 
demanding  "Full  Citizenship  Rights  for 
All  Immigrants!"  and  “Free  Abortion  on 
Demand!"  drew  a lot  of  attention.  The 
latter  especially  resonated  among  women 
disgusted  at  the  filth  spewed  about  “legiti- 
mate rape”  by  Republican  troglodytes.  A 
packet  of  WV  issues  containing  articles 
on  the  fight  for  women's  liberation  was 
a popular  giveaway.  Another  was,  once 
again,  our  2009  pamphlet,  Karl  Marx 
Was  Right:  Capitalist  Anarchy  and  the 
lmmiseration  of  the  Working  Class,  an 
indication  that  a layer  of  politicized  youth 
was  driven  to  check  us  out  by  their  hatred 
of  the  ravages  of  capitalism. 

Working  with  the  Trotskyist  League/ 
Ligue  Trotskyste  of  Canada,  our  com- 
rades also  made  trips  to  Montreal,  where 
students  waged  a strike  this  spring  and 
summer  against  tuition  increases.  This 
strike,  which  ballooned  into  a larger 
social  crisis,  has  lessons  relevant  to  stu- 
dents in  the  U.S.  who  are  reeling  under 
extortionate  debt  for  attending  college. 

WV  welcomes  our  new  and  returning 
readers.  The  Leninist  press  plays  a cru- 
cial role  in  applying  Marxist  program 
and  theory  to  political  events  and  class 
and  other  social  struggles,  promoting  the 
understanding  that  socialist  revolution  is 
the  only  road  to  a world  free  of  exploi- 
tation and  oppression.  Let  us  know  what 
you  think,  and  get  involved  in  the  activi- 
ties of  the  Spartacist  League  and  SYCs  ■ 
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NYC  Workers... 

(continued  from  page  / ) 

appropriation  of  all  the  means  of  subsis- 
tence and  instruments  of  labour  by  the 
working  class  itself." 

Picking  the  Pockets  of  Heroes 

The  heroes  of  the  Hurricane  Sandy 
disaster  are  those  unionized  workers  who 
were  key  to  saving  lives  and  getting  the 
city  back  up  and  running,  even  as  many 
of  their  own  homes  were  destroyed.  Tran- 
sit workers  have  been  lauded  for  rapidly 
restoring  subway  and  bus  service.  Sanita- 
tion workers,  who  worked  12-hour  shifts 
for  weeks,  have  been  hailed  by  those 
in  hard-hit  neighborhoods  for  remov- 
ing mountains  of  storm  debris  at  great 
personal  risk.  But  even  as  NYC  mayor 
Michael  Bloomberg  and  his  cronies  pat 
workers  on  the  back  with  one  hand,  they're 
picking  their  pockets  with  the  other. 

The  MTA  docked  the  pay  of  thousands 
of  transit  workers  who  could  not  get  to  work 
in  the  first  days  of  the  disaster  because 
mass  transit  was  shut  down  and  bridges 
and  tunnels  were  knocked  out  of  com- 
mission. For  workers  who  needed  emer- 
gency leave  because  their  lives  had  been 
upended,  the  MTA  bosses  came  up  with 
a cynical  scheme  to  allow  them  time  off 
from  work — by  having  other  transit  work- 
ers “donate”  their  own  vacation  days  or  sick 
leave!  Yet  even  that  plan  cannot  trump  the 
artifice  of  Mayor  Bloomberg.  A capitalist 
in  his  own  right  with  a net  worth  of  $25 
billion,  Bloomberg  e-mailed  city  workers 
to  press  them  to  contribute,  through  an 
automatic  payroll  deduction,  to  a “Mayor’s 
Fund”  that  supports  volunteer  relief  efforts. 

This  is  just  a sick  twist  to  the  lie  of 
“shared  sacrifice”  that  government  agen- 
cies and  corporations,  echoed  by  the  pro- 
capitalist trade-union  bureaucracy,  have 
foisted  on  workers  for  years.  Throughout 
the  five-year-long  economic  crisis,  both 
Democratic  and  Republican  state  and  local 
governments  have  cut  into  wages,  pensions 
and  other  benefits  as  part  of  their  war 
against  public  employees  unions,  which 
are  portrayed  as  public  enemies.  Even 
before  that,  bourgeois  politicians  invoked 
budget  crises  to  slash  the  workforce  rolls. 

During  a blizzard  that  hit  NYC  two 
years  ago,  the  same  sanitation  workers 
lauded  in  the  press  today  were  targets  of  a 
tabloid  hate  campaign  for  a supposed  work 
“slowdown."  In  fact,  the  workers  had  to 
deal  with  the  emergency  after  400  jobs 
had  been  cut  in  Bloomberg's  austerity  bud- 
get and  in  the  face  of  utter  negligence  by 
the  city  administration,  which  was  com- 
pletely unprepared  for  that  storm.  Today, 
the  unions  in  every  single  municipal  bar- 
gaining unit  in  the  city,  plus  the  subway 
and  bus  workers  in  the  Transport  Workers 
Union,  are  working  without  a contract  or 
with  their  old  contract  extended,  and  some 
have  been  doing  so  for  many  years.  In  fact, 
all  the  unionized  workers  who  are  labor- 
ing mightily  to  provide  necessary  services 
in  the  New  York-New  Jersey  region  have 
been  under  attack.  Last  summer  Con  Edi- 
son, backed  by  Democratic  NY  governor 
Andrew  Cuomo  and  rolling  in  profits, 
strong-armed  the  Utility  Workers  union 
into  making  major  concessions  to  end  a 
lockout.  This  gave  the  lie  to  the  union 
tops'  tired  refrain  that  Con  Edison  bosses 
and  workers  are  a “family.” 


The  labor  officialdom  has  played  dead 
in  the  face  of  the  anti-union  assault, 
bowing  to  New  York  State's  Taylor  Law. 
which  bans  public  employee  strikes,  and 
the  whole  gamut  of  laws  and  regulations 
aimed  at  hog-tying  union  struggle.  To 
fight  for  what's  needed,  the  labor  move- 
ment must  be  broken  from  the  program 
of  class  collaboration,  which  has  its  polit- 
ical expression  in  the  union  misleaders’ 
support  to  the  Democratic  Party. 

The  labor  movement  should  be  fight- 
ing for  a massive  program  of  public  works 
to  restore  the  damage  done  by  Sandy  and 
rebuild  the  decaying  infrastructure  that  the 
capitalist  rulers  have  allowed  to  rot.  This 
would  necessarily  be  combined  with  a fight 


to  organize  the  unorganized  and  for  jobs 
for  all  through  a shorter  workweek  at  full 
union  wages.  Struggles  for  these  necessi- 
ties point  to  the  need  to  fight  for  a work- 
ers government  that  would  seize  the  pro- 
ductive wealth  that  has  been  squandered 
by  the  capitalist  rulers  and  put  it  toward 
rebuilding  this  society.  This  calls  for  the 
forging  of  a new,  class-struggle  leadership 
of  the  union  movement  as  part  of  the  strug- 
gle to  build  a revolutionary  workers  party. 

Bourgeoisie  Appeals  to 
Volunteerism 

If  one  feature  has  clearly  stood  out  in 
the  aftermath  of  Sandy,  it  is  the  massive 
volunteer  effort  that  continues  into  the 
second  month  of  the  disaster.  Out  of  basic 
human  decency,  thousands  of  people  have 
manned  food  lines  and  free  clinics  and 
assisted  with  debris  removal,  or  have  sim- 
ply passed  out  bottles  of  water.  But  their 
efforts  can  fill  no  more  than  a tiny  part 
of  the  void  created  by  the  capitalist  rul- 
ers’ refusal  to  mobilize  the  resources — 
like  massive  amounts  of  money  and  hired 
labor — required  to  address  the  crisis. 

The  volunteer  effort  has  been  promoted 
by  bourgeois  politicians  from  Barack 
Obama  to  Bloomberg  and  New  Jersey 
governor  Chris  Christie,  who  are  seizing 
on  it  to  alibi  their  neglect  of  the  needs  of 
the  population.  Thus  it  does  not  come  as  a 
surprise  that  Bloomberg  and  the  publish- 
ers of  the  New  York  Times  and  Wall  Street 
Journal  have  hailed  the  aid  provided  by 
Occupy  Sandy,  a grouping  that  harks  back 
to  last  year’s  Occupy  Wall  Street  move- 


ment. Chiming  in  from  the  left  side  of  the 
choir,  the  reformist  International  Socialist 
Organization  gushed  that  Occupy  Sandy 
signaled  that  "a  push  for  a people's  recov- 
ery is  beginning  to  emerge"  ( Socialist 
Worker,  28  November). 

In  a brief  appearance  in  the  Rockaways 
on  November  29,  Bloomberg  told  Occupy 
Sandy  volunteers,  “You  really  are  making 
a difference."  He  then  hopped  into  his  SUV 
to  flee  the  wrath  of  residents  still  without 
heat.  Earlier,  a reporter  for  the  left-liberal 
Nation  (5  November)  observed  Occupy 
Sandy  volunteers  joining  with  FEMA  per- 
sonnel and  city  cops  who  brutally  drove 
Occupy  protesters  from  Zuccotti  Park  in 
Manhattan  last  year,  in  chanting,  "We  are 


unstoppable,  another  world  is  possible." 
The  reporter  thought  this  was  “a  truly 
bizarre  moment."  But  in  fact  the  populist 
Occupy  movement  from  the  beginning 
saw  the  cops — the  racist,  strikebreaking 
enforcers  of  capitalist  rule — as  part  of  the 
"99  percent,"  promoting  the  lie  that  the 
police  and  those  they  are  paid  to  suppress 
have  common  interests. 

As  seen  today  in  New  York,  this  coun- 
try's ruling  class  possesses  boundless  con- 
tempt for  workers,  the  poor  and  everyone 
they  have  relegated  to  the  bottom  of  society. 
At  the  same  time,  they  moved  with  alac- 
rity to  get  the  stock  market  and  other  major 
businesses  back  in  gear  after  the  storm  hit. 

On  a much  more  massive  and  deadly 
scale,  the  same  “priorities”  were  at  play 
when  Hurricane  Katrina  hit  the  Gulf  Coast 
and  especially  New  Orleans  seven  years 
ago.  For  the  capitalist  class,  what  mattered 
in  New  Orleans  was  the  port  and  the  tour- 
ist trade.  Poor  and  black  residents  of  the 
city  were  left  to  die  or  suffer  horribly  in 
the  sweltering  heat.  With  the  National 
Guard  patrolling  the  streets,  black  people 
were  criminalized  as  "looters,"  shot  at 
by  cops  and  vigilantes  and  locked  up  in 
“Camp  Greyhound.”  Those  whose  homes 
were  flooded  were  shipped  out  of  state. 


with  the  intent  that  they  never  return. 

In  the  months  and  years  that  followed, 
the  bourgeoisie  used  every  opportunity 
to  reshape  the  previously  majority-black 
city — it  was  even  blithely  argued  that  a 
city  at  or  below  sea  level  (a  requirement 
for  a port)  is  by  nature  uninhabitable.  The 
public  school  system  was  largely  privat- 
ized and  the  teachers  fired,  decimating  the 
union  and  making  the  city  the  epicenter  for 
the  charter  school  movement.  Intact  and 
scrubbed  of  damage.  Charity  Hospital,  a 
public  institution,  was  nonetheless  closed 
down.  Large-  and  small-scale  construction 
speculation  abounds  to  this  day.  The  port 
has  grown,  but  the  International  Longshore- 
men’s Association  has  lost  more  ground  to 
scab  outfits.  Although  consisting  of  solid 
low-rises  that  survived  the  storm  well, 
most  public  housing  was  simply  razed. 

While  the  devastation  wrought  by 
Katrina  was  on  a scale  far  greater  than 
that  of  Hurricane  Sandy,  both  crises,  in 
their  own  way,  laid  bare  the  social  real- 
ity of  capitalist  America.  Why  were  the 
40  nursing  homes  in  flood-prone  areas  of 
New  York  City  not  evacuated?  A report 
in  the  New  York  Times  (3  December) 
showed  that  it  was  all  about  saving  money. 
According  to  the  Times,  the  evacuation  of 
patients  last  year  in  the  face  of  Tropical 
Storm  Irene  “led  to  millions  of  dollars 
in  health  care,  transportation,  housing 
and  other  costs."  Thus  “when  Hurricane 
Sandy  loomed,  the  officials  were  acutely 
aware  that  they  could  come  under  criti- 
cism if  they  ordered  another  evacuation 
that  proved  unnecessary.”  Nor  were  the 
highly  vulnerable  Bellevue  and  New  York 
University  hospitals  evacuated  until  after 
the  storm  knocked  out  power,  forcing 
workers  to  carry  patients  down  flight  after 
flight  of  darkened  stairways.  Bloomberg's 
focus  was  on  the  NYC  marathon  money 
machine — for  which  dozens  of  generators 
had  been  reserved — until  a public  outcry 
forced  the  cancellation  of  the  race. 

There  is  a fundamental  divide  in  soci- 
ety between  the  capitalist  class  and  the 
working  class,  whose  labor  is  the  source 
of  the  capitalists'  immense  profits.  The 
working  class  is  not  just  one  more  victim 
of  austerity  within  the  “99  percent.”  It  is 
the  only  force  with  the  potential  social 
power  and  historic  interest  to  sweep 
away  the  barbarous  capitalist  system.  As 
we  wrote  in  the  aftermath  of  Hurricane 
Katrina  (“New  Orleans:  Racist  Atrocity." 
WV  No.  854,  16  September  2005): 

"Despite  differences  over  particular  poli- 
cies, the  Republicans  and  Democrats 
are  united  in  defending  capitalism — an 
anarchic,  irrational  profit-driven  system 
that  cannot  even  provide  for  the  safety 
and  welfare  of  the  population.  The  situ- 
ation cries  out  for  a socialist  planned 
economy,  in  which  natural  resources 
and  the  technological  and  productive 
forces  of  society  would  be  marshaled  on 
behalf  of  human  needs,  not  profit.  What 
is  urgently  required  is  to  build  a workers 
party  that  can  lead  a workers  revolution 
to  rip  power  from  the  hands  of  the  capi- 
talist class  and  its  political  agents,  right- 
wing  Republican  and  liberal  Democrat 
alike.”  ■ 
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April  2006:  Seven  months  after  Hurricane  Katrina  ravaged  New  Orleans,  dem- 
onstrators push  past  security  guards  to  reclaim  their  homes  at  St.  Bernard 
public  housing  project. 
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Subject  Index... 

(continued  from  page  12) 

Ciudad  Juarez — See  Mexico. 

CIVIL  LIBERTIES 

• General — And  see  Black  Question;  Canada; 
Sexuality.  See  also  New  York  City. 

Law  Enshrines  Indefinite  Military  Detention — 
Obama  Ramps  Up  "War  on  Terror"  at  Home, 
#993,  6 Jan.  (1,  10,  11) 

On  Posse  Comitatus  Law  (L),  #996,  17  Feb.  (2,  4) 
U.S.  Expands  Domestic  Spying  Machine,  #1002, 
11  May  (1,  8,  9) 

• Cases— And  see  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia;  Campus 
Repression;  Canada:  Quebec;  Longshoremen; 
NATO;  Partisan  Defense  Committee. 

Protest  Prison  Vendetta  Against  Jalil  Muntaqim, 
#996,  17  Feb.  (4) 

U.S.  Muslim  Imprisoned  for  Translating — Free 
Tarek  Mehanna!,  #1003,  25  May  (2) 

Lynne  Stewart  Appeal  Rejected,  #1005,  6 July  (2) 
FBI  Raids  Target  Northwest  Activists  (YSp), 
#1009,  28  Sept.  (12,  10) 

Defend  Jazz  Hayden!  (CSDN),  #1010,  12  Oct.  (2) 

• Manning,  Bradley — And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
General. 

Free  Bradley  Manning!,  #1010,  12  Oct.  (12) 
Bradley  Manning  Pretrial  Hearing:  Drop  All 
Charges!,  #1014,  7 Dec.  (4) 

• Montes,  Carlos 

Drop  All  Charges  Against  Carlos  Montes!, 

#1000,  13  Apr.  (2) 

Carlos  Montes  Saddled  with  Probation  (CSDN), 
#1006,  3 Aug.  (2,  3) 

Civil  Rights  Movement — See  Black  Question; 
Malcolm  X.  See  also  Socialist  Equality  Party. 

Cockburn,  Alexander — See  Obituaries. 

Communist  International — See  Black  Question; 
History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

Communist  Party  (U.S.) — See  Black  Question. 

See  also  Malcolm  X;  Transit  Workers. 

Communist  Party  of  India  (Maoist)— See  India. 
Communist  Party  of  India  (Marxist)— See  India. 
Connecticut— See  Black  Question. 

Consolidated  Edison — See  Utility  Workers.  See 
also  U.S.:  General. 

Contraception — See  Woman  Question.  See  also 
Health  Care. 

CUBA— And  see  also  Haiti. 

On  Cuba  and  AIDS  (L),  #1007,  31  Aug.  (2) 
Socialized  Medicine  and  the  Fight  Against  AIDS, 
#1010,  12  Oct.  (4,  5) 

Cyber  Intelligence  Sharing  and  Protection  Act 
(CISPA) — See  Civil  Liberties:  General. 

Darwin,  Charles — See  Religion. 

Dawkins,  Richard— See  Religion. 

DEATH  PENALTY— And  see  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia. 

Abolish  the  Racist  Death  Penalty!  Vote  Yes  on 
California  Prop  34!,  #1009,  28  Sept.  (12.  11) 

DEMOCRATIC  SOCIALISTS  OF  AMERICA 
(DSA) 

DSA  Ropes  In  Occupy  Youth  for  the  Democrats, 
#999,  30  Mar.  (9) 

Dennett,  Daniel — See  Religion. 

Detroit — See  Black  Question. 

Dock  Workers — See  Longshoremen;  New 
Zealand. 

Drugs — See  Black  Question;  Woman  Question. 
See  also  Mexico. 

East  Germany  (DDR)— See  Germany.  See  also 
Woman  Question. 

ECONOMY— And  see  France;  Greece;  Ireland; 
Quote  of  the  Week;  U.S.:  General. 

On  the  Transition  to  Socialism  (L),  #993,  6 Jan.  (2) 
World  Economic  Crisis— Workers  Must  Fight  for 
Power  ( Spartacist  Canada)  (YSp),  #997,  2 Mar. 
(4,  5,  11) 

Bush/Obama  and  the  Bank  Bailout,  #1011, 

26  Oct.  (8.  9) 

EDUCATION — And  see  Black  Question; 

Canada:  Quebec;  Teachers. 

Burying  History  of  Chicanos  and  All 
Oppressed — Tucson  School  Book  Ban,  #996, 
17  Feb.  (4) 

Supreme  Court  to  Rule  on  Remnants  of 
Affirmative  Action  (YSp),  #1013,  23  Nov.  (6.  7) 


EGYPT— And  see  also  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Near  East. 

Military  and  Islamists  Target  Women,  Copts. 

Workers,  #994,  20  Jan.  (1,  7,  8,  9) 

Military  Rulers  Give  Presidency  to  Muslim 
Brotherhood— "Revolutionary  Socialists"  in 
Bed  with  Islamic  Reaction,  #1005,  6 July 
(12.  10,  11) 

Engels,  Friedrich — See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See 
also  Religion;  Woman  Question. 

ETA  (Euskadi  Ta  Askatasuna)— See  France. 

Eugenics — See  Black  Question. 

European  Union — See  France;  Greece;  Ireland. 
See  also  Spain;  Spartacist  League. 

Executive  Office— See  Greece. 

FALKLANDS/MALVINAS  WAR 

Thirty  Years  After  Falklands/Malvinas  War — 
Britain  and  Argentina:  Between  Some  Rocks 
and  Losing  Face  (Workers  Hammer),  #1013, 

23  Nov.  (4,  5) 

Morenoite  Farce  over  Malvinas,  Again  (Espartaco), 
#1013,  23  Nov.  (5) 

Fascism — See  Germany;  Greece.  See  also  Black 
Question;  France. 

Federal  Bureau  of  Investigation  (FBI) — See  Civil 
Liberties:  Cases.  See  also  Black  Question; 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo. 

Feminism — See  Mexico. 

Florida — See  Black  Question. 

FRANCE  — And  see  also  Libya;  Syria;  Tunisia. 

French  Elections:  No  Choice  for  Workers 
(Le  Bolchevik),  #999,  30  Mar.  (6,  7,  10,  11) 

Down  With  French  Colonial  Repression!  Youth 
Revolt  on  Island  of  Reunion,  #1001,  27  Apr.  (11) 

Socialist  Party  Takes  Charge  of  Austerity 
(Le  Bolchevik),  #1004,  8 June  (1,  6,  7,  8) 

Cop  Crackdown  on  Muslim  Demonstrators, 
#1011,  26  Oct.  (3) 

Extradited  to  Spain  for  Defending  Basque 
Rights — Free  Aurore  Martin!,  #1014,  7 Dec. 

(4  5) 

FREEDOM  ROAD  SOCIALIST 

ORGANIZATION  (FRSO)  — And  see 
Revolutionary  Communist  Party. 

Democrats'  Loyal  Maoists  (YSp),  #1004,  8 June 
(4,  5,11) 

Freedom  Road  Socialist  Organization 

(Fightbackl)-See  Civil  Liberties:  Montes  Case. 

GAY  RIGHTS 

For  the  Right  of  Gay  Marriage. . and  Divorce! 

Gay  Rights  and  the  Capitalist  Electoral  Circus, 
#1003,25  May  (1,  10,  11) 

"Homosexual  Oppression  and  the  Communist 
Program" — Workers  Vanguard  No.  172, 

9 September  1977  (Excerpt),  #1004,  8 June 

(2,  10) 

Gaza — See  Near  East. 

GERMANY— And  see  Obituaries.  See  also 
France;  Greece;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Ireland. 

Honor  Lenin,  Liebknecht,  Luxemburg!  (reprinted 
from  Arbeiterpressekorrespondenz,  10  Jan. 
1990),  #994,  20  Jan.  (2,  3) 

State,  Media  Cover  Up  Murders  of  Immigrants — 
The  Fourth  Reich  and  Its  Nazis  (Spartakist), 
#995,  3 Feb.  (6,  7,  11) 

Cop  Terror,  Nazi  Provocations  Over 
Commemoration  of  African  Immigrant 
(Spartakist),  #999,  30  Mar.  (2) 

Glass,  Molders,  Pottery,  Plastics  and  Allied 
Workers  (GMP) — See  Immigration. 

Gould,  Stephen  Jay — See  Religion. 

GREECE— And  see  also  France;  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement. 

Defend  Electric  Power  Unionists!,  #996, 

17  Feb.  (3) 

Banks  Starve  Greek  Working  People  (Workers 
Hammer),  #1002,  11  May  (12,  10,  11) 

Greek  Elections:  Workers  Face  More  Austerity 
(Workers  Hammer),  #1005,  6 July  (1,  7,  8) 
Trotskyist  Group  of  Greece  Statement:  Vote  KKE! 

No  Vote  to  Syriza!,  #1005,  6 July  (7) 

For  International  Solidarity  with  Greek  Steel 
Workers!  (Workers  Hammer),  #1005,  6 July  (9) 
On  Critical  Support  to  KKE  (L).  #1009,  28  Sept.  (2) 
Golden  Dawn  Fascists  Feed  on  Economic 
Crisis — Capitalists  Bleed  Greek  Working 
Class,  #1013,  23  Nov.  (12,  10) 


Gun  Control — See  Black  Question. 

HAITI 

UN  Whitewashes  Role  in  Epidemic's  Outbreak- 
Cholera  Scourge  Continues,  #1001,  27  Apr. 

(12,  11) 

Harris,  Sam — See  Religion. 

Hayden,  Jazz— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

HEALTH  CARE— And  see  Cuba;  Woman 
Question. 

Nationalize  Religious  Hospitals!  (L),  #1000, 

13  Apr.  (3) 

Health  Care  Tussle:  Workers  and  Poor  Lose, 
#1005,  6 July  (1,2) 

Historical  Materialism  Conference — See  Black 
Question;  History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  MARXIST  MOVEMENT— 
And  see  Archives  of  the  Marxist  Movement; 
Black  Question.  See  also  Gay  Rights;  Greece. 

Toronto  Historical  Materialism  Conference: 
Revisionists  Still  Trying  to  Bury  Leninism, 
#1006,  3 Aug.  (7,  8) 

Hitchens,  Christopher— See  Religion. 

Hurricane  Sandy— See  New  York  City;  U.S.: 
General. 

IMMIGRATION— And  see  Britain;  Campus 
Workers;  Education;  Germany;  Greece;  Near 
East.  See  also  U.S.:  General. 

Berkeley:  Latino  Unionists  Fired  in  Desktop  Raid, 
#998,  16  Mar.  (3) 

Amid  Ongoing  Anti-Immigrant  Crackdown — 
Obama's  Cynical  Ploy  for  Latino  Vote,  #1006, 

3 Aug.  (1,  10) 

Imperialism — See  Syria.  See  also  Religion;  South 
Korea;  South  Sudan. 

INDIA 

West  Bengal  After  the  Elections — The  Political 
Bankruptcy  of  Indian  Stalinism  (Spartacist 
Canada),  #993,  6 Jan.  (6,  7,  8) 

Indiana— See  Labor.  See  also  Canada. 

Inland  Boatmen's  Union  (IBU) — See 

Longshoremen. 

International  Association  of  Machinists  and 
Aerospace  Workers  (1AM) — See  Labor. 

International  Brotherhood  of  Teamsters  (IBT) — See 

Teamsters. 

International  Communist  League— See  Canada: 
Quebec;  France;  Germany;  Greece;  History 
of  the  Marxist  Movement;  Mexico;  Obituaries; 
South  Africa.  See  also  Ireland;  Poland;  Tunisia. 

International  Longshore  and  Warehouse  Union 
(ILWU) — See  Longshoremen.  See  also  Civil 
Liberties:  General;  South  Korea;  Teamsters. 

International  Longshoremen’s  Association  (ILA) — 

See  Longshoremen.  See  also  Teamsters. 

International  Socialist  Organization — See  Black 
Question;  Egypt;  Socialist  Equality  Party. 

See  also  Gay  Rights;  History  of  the  Marxist 
Movement;  Labor;  Libya;  New  York  City; 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs;  Teachers;  U.S.: 
General. 

IRAN — And  see  also  Iraq;  Tunisia. 

Down  With  Starvation  Sanctions  Against  Iran!, 
#1000,  13  Apr.  (1,  10.  11) 

IRAQ 

Iraq  Hellhole  Made  in  U.S. A.,  #995,  3 Feb.  (1,  2,  3) 

IRELAND— And  see  also  Religion. 

Vote  No  on  EU  Austerity  Referendum!  Irish 
Rulers  Push  Attacks  on  Working  People, 

#1003,  25  May  (3,  11) 

Outrage  over  Death  of  Woman  Denied  Abortion, 
#1013,  23  Nov.  (12.  11) 

Islamic  Fundamentalism — See  Egypt;  Tunisia.  See 
also  France;  Religion;  Syria. 

Israel — See  Campus  Repression;  Near  East.  See 
also  Iran. 

Japan — See  China. 

JI  JAGA  (PRATT),  GERONIMO 

NYC  Holiday  Appeal:  Remembering  the  Life  and 
Struggle  of  Geronimo  ji  Jaga  (Pratt)  (CSDN), 
#994,  20  Jan.  (4,  5,  11) 

Jones,  Veronica— See  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia. 

KKE  (Greek  Communist  Party) — See  Greece. 

Ku  Klux  Klan— See  U.S.:  General.  See  also  Black 
Question. 
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LABOR— And  see  Immigration;  U.S.:  General. 
See  also  Health  Care;  Longshoremen; 

South  Korea. 

Indiana:  Battle  Against  "Right  to  Work"  Hitched 
to  Democrats.  #994.  20  Jan.  (3.  11) 

Down  With  Labor  Tops'  China  Bashing!,  #996. 

17  Feb.  (12.  11) 

Bitter  Defeat  of  Illinois  Caterpillar  Strike — Bosses 
Declare  Class  War.  Union  Tops  Fold,  #1008. 

14  Sept.  (3) 

California  Prop  32  and  Labor's  Ties  to  the 
Democrats— No  on  Prop  32!,  #1011,  26  Oct.  (7) 

Laski.  Harold — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers — See 

Black  Question. 

Lenin,  V.  I. — See  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
Canada;  Economy;  Greece;  History  of  the 
Marxist  Movement;  Religion;  U.S.:  General. 

LIBYA 

NATO  War  Crimes  in  Libya,  #1000.  13  Apr.  (12,  11) 

Liebknecht,  Karl— See  Germany. 

LONGSHOREMEN— And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
General.  See  also  New  Zealand;  South  Korea; 
Teamsters. 

ILWU  Holds  the  Line  Against  Union  Busting — 
Lessons  of  the  Battle  of  Longview,  #996, 

17  Feb.  (1,8,9,  10,  11) 

Protest  State  Vendetta  Against  Longview  ILWU 
and  Its  Allies!,  #998,  16  Mar.  (2) 

Tugboat  Unions  Stood  By  ILWU,  #998, 16  Mar.  (2) 

Lessons  of  Longview:  An  Exchange  (L),  #1003, 
25  May  (4,  5) 

Solidarity  with  Longview  ILWU  and  Its 
Supporters,  #1003,  25  May  (5) 

Grain  Export  Bosses  Gunning  for  ILWU,  #1010, 
12  Oct.  (3,  11) 

Longview,  Washington — See  Longshoremen. 

See  also  South  Korea. 

Los  Angeles — See  Civil  Liberties:  Montes  Case; 
Party  for  Socialism  and  Liberation;  Teamsters. 
See  also  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo;  Labor; 
Police. 

Luxemburg,  Rosa — See  Germany. 

MALCOLM  X — And  see  also  Black  Question. 

Manning  Marable's  Malcolm  X:  A Liberal’s 
Reinvention — A Review  by  J.  L.  Gormoff  (S)  (R) 
Part  One,  #997,  2 Mar.  (6.  7,  8,  9) 

Part  Two.  #998,  16  Mar.  (6,  7,  8.  9) 

1965  Spartacist  Malcolm  X Obituary,  #997, 

2 Mar.  (7) 

Malema,  Julius — See  South  Africa. 

Manning,  Bradley— See  Civil  Liberties:  Manning 
Case.  See  also  Civil  Liberties:  General. 

Maoism— See  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization;  India;  Revolutionary  Communist 
Party.  See  also  China. 

Marable,  Manning — See  Malcolm  X. 

Martin,  Aurore — See  France. 

Martin,  Trayvon — See  Black  Question;  Socialist 
Equality  Party. 

Marx,  Karl— See  Quote  of  the  Week;  Religion. 

See  also  Economy. 

Masters,  Mates  and  Pilots  (MMP)— See 

Longshoremen. 

May  Day — See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 
Movement. 

McDowell,  Tanya — See  Black  Question. 

Mehanna,  Tarek — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 
MEXICO 

Cops  Shoot  Down  Students  in  Guerrero  (YSp), 
#995,  3 Feb.  (5,  11) 

On  the  Murder  of  Women  in  Ciudad  Juarez. 

A Correction  (C)  [WV  No.  812,  24  Oct.  20031. 
#996,  17  Feb.  (5) 

PRI  Back  at  Helm  of  Capitalist  State.  #1012, 

9 Nov.  (8.  7) 

Cops  Attack  Students,  Teachers  in  Michoacan 
(YSp).  #1013,  23  Nov.  (7) 

Montes.  Carlos— See  Civil  Liberties: 

Montes  Case. 

Muntaqim,  Jalil— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

National  Defense  Authorization  Act  (NDAA)— See 

Civil  Liberties:  General. 


NATO  — And  see  Libya. 

Chicago:  Defend  Anti-NATO  Protesters!,  #1003, 

25  May  (12,  11) 

SYC  Protests  NATO  at  CCNY  (YSp),  #1011, 

26  Oct.  (6) 

Nazism— See  Germany.  See  also  Greece; 
Religion. 

NEAR  EAST— And  see  Campus  Repression. 
See  also  Iran;  Religion. 

On  Racist  Attacks  Against  African  Migrants  in 
Israel  (L),  #1007,  31  Aug.  (2,  5) 

Zionist  Terror  Machine  Strikes  Gaza  Ghetto, 
#1013,  23  Nov.  (1,  2) 

“New  Atheists” — See  Religion. 

The  New  Jim  Crow — See  Black  Question. 

New  Orleans — See  New  York  City. 

NEW  YORK  CITY-And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
Cases;  South  Africa;  Transit  Workers;  U.S.: 
General;  Utility  Workers.  See  also  Black 
Question;  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs. 

Gunning  Down  Blacks,  Spying  on  Muslims — 
NYPD  Racist  Rampage,  #997,  2 Mar.  (3) 

Billionaire  Bloomberg  Squeezes  NYC  Workers — 
Hungry  and  Homeless  in  the  Shadow  of  Wall 
Street,  #1014,  7 Dec.  (1,  8) 

NEW  ZEALAND 

Auckland  Port  Bosses  Wage  War  on  Union  Dock 
Workers,  #999,  30  Mar.  (12.  11) 

North  Carolina — See  Black  Question. 

Nuclear  Weapons — See  Iran. 

OAKLAND  — And  see  also  Longshoremen. 

Oakland  Cops  Attack  Occupy  Protesters,  Again, 
#995,  3 Feb.  (2) 

Spartacist  Speaker  at  Occupy  Oakland  Forum: 
No  Illusions  in  Police  "Reform" — For  Workers 
Revolution!,  #996,  17  Feb.  (9) 

OBITUARIES— And  see  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia; 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo. 

Fred  Zierenberg,  1949-2012,  #995,  3 Feb.  (3) 

Remembering  Alexander  Cockburn,  #1008, 

14  Sept.  (2) 

Judith  Szathmari-Lecuyer,  1944-2012 
{Le  Bolchevik),  #1009,  28  Sept.  (3) 

Gore  Vidal:  An  Appreciation,  #1010,  12  Oct.  (6)* 
Gore  Vidal...  (C),  #1013,  23  Nov.  (2) 

Tweet  Carter,  1943-2012,  #1014,  7 Dec.  (3) 

Occupy  Protests — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 
Democratic  Socialists  of  America;  Oakland; 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs.  See  also  Campus 
Repression;  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization;  Longshoremen;  New  York  City; 
U.S.:  General. 

Palestinians— See  Campus  Repression;  Near 
East. 

Partido  de  los  Trabajadores  Socialistas 
(Argentina) — See  Falklands/Malvinas  War. 

PARTISAN  DEFENSE  COMMITTEE-And  see 
Abu-Jamal,  Mumia;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo;  Longshoremen; 
South  Africa;  Spartacist  League.  See  also  Civil 
Liberties:  General;  NATO;  Spartacus  Youth 
Clubs. 

Greetings  to  PDC  by  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  (CSDN), 
#994,  20  Jan.  (4) 

Free  the  Class-War  Prisoners!  27th  Annual  PDC 
Holiday  Appeal  (CSDN),  #1012,  9 Nov.  (2,  6) 

PARTY  FOR  SOCIALISM  AND  LIBERATION 
(PSL) — And  see  also  Gay  Rights. 

PSL's  Electoral  Cretinism,  #1013,  23  Nov.  (9) 

Persepolis — See  Tunisia. 

Philadelphia — See  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia. 

Philippines— See  China. 

POLAND 

Polish  Elections  and  the  Bogus  Labor  Party, 
#996,  17  Feb.  (6,  7) 

POLICE— And  see  Civil  Liberties:  Cases; 

New  York  City;  Oakland.  See  also 
Abu-Jamal,  Mumia. 

Anaheim:  Outrage  Over  Cop  Killings,  #1006, 

3 Aug.  (12,  11) 

Polish  Labor  Party  (PPP-Solidarnosc) — See 

Poland. 

Pomona  College— See  Campus  Workers. 

Port  Truckers — See  Teamsters. 


Posse  Comitatus  Act— See  Civil  Liberties: 
General. 

Public  Workers— See  New  York  City. 

Pratt,  Geronimo— See  ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo. 

Prisons— See  Black  Question. 

Prometheus  Research  Library — See  Black 
Question. 

Protectionism — See  Labor.  See  also  Airline 
Workers;  Longshoremen;  South  Korea. 

Quebec— See  Canada:  Quebec.  See  also 
Canada. 

QUOTE  OF  THE  WEEK 

Marx  and  Engels  Were  Right!  (Leon  Trotsky), 
#993,  6 Jan.  (2) 

Soviet  Defensism  and  World  Revolution  (Leon 
Trotsky),  #995,  3 Feb.  (2) 

Black  Liberation:  A Key  Task  of  Proletarian 

Revolution  (Max  Shachtman),  #996, 17  Feb.  (2) 

Marxism  and  the  Emancipation  of  Women 
(Clara  Zetkin),  #997,  2 Mar.  (2) 

Bourgeois  Hypocrisy  on  Women's  Equality 
(V.l.  Lenin),  #998,  16  Mar.  (2) 

Those  Who  Labor  Must  Rule!  (James  P.  Cannon), 
#999,  30  Mar.  (2) 

The  Leninist  Press  and  Revolutionary  Continuity 
(James  P.  Cannon),  #1000,  13  Apr.  (2) 

On  Capitalist  Democracy  (Harold  Laski),  #1002, 
11  May  (2) 

Winning  the  Vast  Majority  Through  Proletarian 
State  Power  (V.  I.  Lenin),  #1003,  25  May  (2) 

On  Economic  and  Political  Struggle  (Karl  Marx). 
#1004,  8 June  (2) 

Socialist  Revolution  Is  the  Only  Way  Out  (Leon 
Trotsky),  #1005,  6 July  (2) 

Lockouts  and  the  Class  Struggle  (V.  I.  Lenin), 
#1006,  3 Aug.  (2) 

How  Marxists  Combat  Religion  (V.l.  Lenin), 
#1007,  31  Aug.  (2) 

For  Trade-Union  Independence  from  the 
Bourgeois  State  (Leon  Trotsky),  #1008, 

14  Sept.  (2) 

The  Bolshevik  Revolution  vs.  the  State  Church, 
#1009,  28  Sept.  (2) 

Human  Culture:  A Marxist  View  (Leon  Trotsky), 
#1010,  12  Oct.  (2) 

The  Class  Struggle  and  the  Fight  Against 
Reformism  (Leon  Trotsky),  #1011,  26  Oct.  (2) 

Soviet  Democracy  and  Workers  Rule  (V.  I.  Lenin), 
#1012,  9 Nov.  (2) 

Fifty  Years  of  Struggle  for  Trotskyist  Leadership 
(Revolutionary  Tendency),  #1013,  23  Nov.  (2) 
Bourgeois  Philanthropy  and  Working-Class 
Misery  (Friedrich  Engels),  #1014,  7 Dec.  (2) 

Red  Flag  Union— See  Gay  Rights. 

RELIGION— And  see  Health  Care;  Quote  of  the 
Week;  Tunisia;  Woman  Question.  See  also 
Egypt;  France;  Gay  Rights. 

A Marxist  Critique  of  the  “New  Atheists"  (S) 

Part  One,  #1007,  31  Aug.  (8.  9,  10)* 

Part  Two,  #1008,  14  Sept.  (4,  5) 

Part  Three,  #1009,  28  Sept.  (6,  7,  8) 

Darwin  and  Marx:  Correcting  the  Record  (L)  (C), 
#1009,  28  Sept.  (2) 

A Marxist  Critique...  (C),  #1009,  28  Sept.  (3) 

Reunion — See  France. 

REVOLUTIONARY  COMMUNIST  PARTY 

(RCP) — And  see  also  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization. 

On  "White  Privilege"  and  the  RCP  (L),  #1006, 

3 Aug.  (3) 

Revolutionary  Socialists— See  Egypt. 

Revolutionary  Tendency— See  Black  Question; 
Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also  Malcolm  X. 

SAFE  California  Act  (Proposition  34)— See  Death 
Penalty. 

Science — See  Religion. 

Seattle— See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

SEXUALITY— And  see  Gay  Rights;  Woman 
Question. 

Against  Sexual  Puritanism  (L),  #996,  17  Feb.  (2) 

Shachtman,  Max— See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Singletary,  William— See  Abu-Jamal,  Mumia. 

SOCIALIST  EQUALITY  PARTY  (SEP) 

SEP  Denies  Racism  in  Trayvon  Martin  Killinq, 
#1005,  6 July  (3,  10) 
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Socialist  Party  (U  S.)— See  Black  Question. 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (Britain) — See  Egypt.  See 
also  Poland;  Spain. 

Socialist  Workers  Party  (U  S.)— See  Black 
Question;  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also 
Malcolm  X. 

SOUTH  AFRICA— And  see  also  Workers 
Vanguard. 

Platinum  Miners  Fight  Mass  Firings  ( Spartacist 
South  Africa),  #997.  2 Mar.  (12.  10.  11)* 

Platinum  Miners...  (C).  #1007,  31  Aug.  (2) 

Populist  Demagogue  Malema  and  the  ANC 
{Spartacist  South  Africa),  #1006,  3 Aug. 

(4.  5.  6.  11) 

Massacre  of  Striking  Miners— Blood  on  the 
Hands  of  ANC/SACP/COSATU  Government. 
#1007,  31  Aug.  (1,  10.  11) 

Striking  Miners  Defiant  After  Massacre.  #1008, 

14  Sept.  (1,8.9) 

For  International  Solidarity  with  South  African 
Miners!,  #1008,  14  Sept.  (9) 

Marikana  Miners  Win,  Strike  Wave  Spreads, 
#1009,  28  Sept.  (1,  9) 

COSATU  Congress:  Bureaucrats  Burn  Literature 
Supporting  Striking  Mineworkers,  #1009, 

28  Sept.  (9) 

Miners  Struggle  Shakes  Neo-Apartheid  Capitalist 
Order,  #1011.  26  Oct.  (12,  10,  11) 

South  China  Sea — See  China. 

SOUTH  KOREA 

U.S.-South  Korea  Trade  Pact  Targets  China, 
Korean  Workers,  #1008,  14  Sept.  (6.  7,  11) 

SOUTH  SUDAN 

Independence  and  the  Bloody  Legacy  of 
Imperialism,  #995,  3 Feb.  (12,  8,  9,  10) 

Soviet  Union — See  Afghanistan;  Archives  of  the 
Marxist  Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week.  See 
also  China;  Woman  Question. 

SPAIN  — And  see  France. 

Spanish  Miners  Strike  Betrayed,  #1007,  31  Aug. 
(12.  6.  7) 

SPARTACIST  LEAGUE-And  see  Gay 
Rights;  Labor;  Oakland;  Obituaries;  Party 
for  Socialism  and  Liberation;  Workers 
Vanguard.  See  also  Black  Question;  Civil 
Liberties:  General,  Montes  Case;  Democratic 
Socialists  of  America;  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization;  Malcolm  X;  Socialist  Equality 
Party;  U.S.:  General. 

"Join  Us  in  the  Fight  to  Change  the  World!", 

#993,  6 Jan.  (3.  11) 

SPARTACUS  YOUTH  CLUBS-And  see  NATO. 
See  also  Oakland;  Workers  Vanguard. 

SYC  Speaker  at  NY  Holiday  Appeal:  Only 
Workers  Revolution  Can  End  Capitalist 
Immiseration  (YSp),  #995,  3 Feb.  (5,  10) 

SYC  Presentation  at  Bard  College:  Students 
Must  Ally  with  the  Working  Class  (YSp),  #1011, 
26  Oct.  (4,  5) 

Join  the  Spartacus  Youth  Clubs!  (YSp),  #1011, 

26  Oct.  (6) 

Stalinism — See  Afghanistan;  China;  Cuba;  India; 
Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also  Greece;  Woman 
Question. 

"Stand  Your  Ground"  Laws — See  Black  Question. 

Stenger,  Victor — See  Religion. 

Stewart.  Lynne — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 

Student  Nonviolent  Coordinating  Committee 
(SNCC)— See  Black  Question.  See  also 
Malcolm  X. 

Sudan— See  South  Sudan. 

Supreme  Court,  U S — See  Education;  Health 
Care. 

SYRIA— And  see  also  Iran. 

Imperialists’  Hands  Off  Syria!,  #1009,  28  Sept. 
(1,3.4) 

Syrian  Civil  War:  Legacy  of  Imperialist  Divide- 
and-Rule,  #1009,  28  Sept.  (4.  5) 

Syriza— See  Greece. 

Szathmari-Lecuyer,  Judith — See  Obituaries. 

Taiwan— See  China. 

TEACHERS 

Chicago  Teachers:  Strike  to  Win!,  #1006,  3 Aug 
(12.  11) 

Victory  to  Chicago  Teachers  Strike!,  #1008, 

14  Sept.  (12) 


Chicago  Teachers:  Solid  Strike,  But  Key  Issues 
Unresolved,  #1013,  23  Nov.  (3,  8) 

TEAMSTERS 

Los  Angeles:  Toll  Group  Port  Truckers  Win 
Union,  #1004,  8 June  (3,  11) 

Torture — See  Civil  Liberties:  Manning  Case. 

TRANSIT  WORKERS— And  see  also  New  York 
City. 

New  York  City:  Transit  Workers  Under  the  Gun, 
#1001,  27  Apr.  (3.  10) 

Transport  Workers  Union  (TWU) — See  Airline 
Workers;  Transit  Workers. 

Trotsky,  Leon — See  Archives  of  the  Marxist 

Movement;  Quote  of  the  Week.  See  also  China; 
Economy;  Egypt;  Greece;  Religion;  U.S.: 
General. 

Trotskyism — See  Falklands/Malvinas  War;  Quote 
of  the  Week.  See  also  Gay  Rights;  Germany; 
Greece;  Malcolm  X;  Obituaries;  Poland. 

Truck  Drivers — See  Teamsters. 

Tucson,  Arizona — See  Education. 

Tugboat  Workers— See  Longshoremen. 

TUNISIA 

Tunisian  Elections:  Victory  for  Islamic 
Reactionaries,  #993,  6 Jan.  (4,  5,  9) 

Islamist  Furor  Over  Persepolis,  #996,  17  Feb.  (3) 
Trade  Unions  Under  Attack  by  Government, 
Islamists  (Le  Bolchevik),  #1000,  13  Apr.  (3) 

United  Auto  Workers  (UAW)— See  Canada.  See 
also  Black  Question;  Labor;  South  Korea. 

United  Nations— See  Haiti;  Libya.  See  also  South 
Sudan. 

UNITED  STATES 

• General — And  see  Black  Question;  Civil 
Liberties:  General,  Cases;  Economy;  Gay 
Rights;  Health  Care;  Immigration;  Party 
for  Socialism  and  Liberation;  Woman 
Question.  See  also  Democratic  Socialists  of 
America;  Education;  Freedom  Road  Socialist 
Organization;  Labor;  Malcolm  X;  Obituaries; 
Spartacist  League;  Workers  Vanguard. 

Obama  and  the  Ex-Klansman,  #1000,  13  Apr.  (7) 
Who  Owns  America:  The  U S.  Capitalist  Class, 

Past  and  Present,  #1010,  12  Oct.  (1,  7,  8,  9,  10) 
Elections  2012:  Wall  Street  Democrat  vs.  Wall 
Street  Republican  (S) 

Part  One,  #1011,  26  Oct.  (1,  2,  7.  8,  9)* 

Part  Two,  #1012,  9 Nov.  (3,  4,  5)* 

Elections  2012...  (C),  #1013,  23  Nov.  (2) 

Hurricane  Sandy:  Capitalist  Greed,  Labor 
Heroism,  #1012,  9 Nov.  (1,  6) 

Obama’s  Re-Election:  The  Shell  Game  of  Lesser- 
Evilism,  #1013,  23  Nov.  (1,  8.  9) 

• International  Relations— And  see  Afghanistan; 
China;  Civil  Liberties:  Cases;  Haiti;  Iran;  Iraq; 
Labor;  Libya;  NATO;  South  Korea;  Syria.  See 
also  Civil  Liberties:  General;  Cuba;  Egypt; 

Near  East;  Obituaries;  Religion;  South  Sudan. 
Bogus  Rape  Claims  and  Imperialist  Vendetta- 

Hands  Off  Julian  Assange!  ( Workers  Hammer), 
#1010,  12  Oct.  (12,  11) 


University  of  California  at  Davis — See  Campus 
Repression. 

University  of  California  at  Irvine— See  Campus 
Repression. 

U.S. -South  Korea  Free  Trade  Agreement — See 

South  Korea. 

UTILITY  WORKERS 

Con  Ed  Locks  Out  Workers,  Screws  NYC,  #1005, 
6 July  (3) 

Cuomo,  Con  Ed  Strong-Arm  Union  into 
Concessions,  #1006,  3 Aug.  (3) 

Utility  Workers  Union  of  America  (UWUA)— See 

Utility  Workers. 

Vidal,  Gore — See  Obituaries. 

Vietnam— See  China. 

Vigilantism — See  Black  Question. 

Voting  Rights — See  Black  Question. 

“War  on  Terror" — See  Civil  Liberties:  General, 
Cases.  See  also  Campus  Repression;  Canada; 
France;  New  York  City;  Religion. 

Washington,  Booker  T. — See  Black  Question. 

West  Bengal— See  India. 

WikiLeaks — See  Civil  Liberties:  Manning  Case; 
U.S.:  International  Relations.  See  also  Civil 
Liberties:  General. 

WOMAN  QUESTION — And  see  Afghanistan; 
Australia;  Health  Care;  Ireland;  Mexico;  Quote 
of  the  Week.  See  also  Tunisia. 

White  House  Obstructs  Morning-After  Pill  for 
Teens,  #993,  6 Jan.  (2) 

Bishops,  Bigots  and  Birth  Control — Obama 
Panders  to  Religious  Reaction,  #997,  2 Mar. 
(1.2,  9) 

Presentation  by  a Veteran  Communist:  Marxism 
and  the  Fight  for  Women’s  Liberation  (YSp), 
#1003,  25  May  (6,  7,  8) 

"Fetal  Rights"  Crusade  Against  Women — States 
Criminalize  "Bad"  Mothers,  #1004,  8 June 
(12.  8) 

WORKERS  VANGUARD— And  see  Quote  of  the 
Week.  See  also  Obituaries. 

Workers  Vanguard  Subscription  Drive 
2012  Quotas,  #1007,  31  Aug.  (3) 

Week  One  Totals,  #1008,  14  Sept.  (3) 

Week  Three  Totals,  #1009,  28  Sept.  (8) 

Week  Five  Totals.  #1010,  12  Oct.  (3) 

Final  Totals,  #1011,  26  Oct.  (3) 

Subscription  Drive  Success — WV  Welcomes  Our 
New  Readers,  #1014,  7 Dec.  (7) 

Statement  of  Ownership,  Management,  and 
Circulation,  #1010,  12  Oct.  (2) 

Youth  Rights— See  Woman  Question. 

Zetkin,  Clara — See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

Zierenberg,  Fred — See  Obituaries. 

Zionism — See  Campus  Repression.  See  also 
Near  East. 


Bound  Volumes  of  ICL  Publications 


SPARTACIST 

Theoretical  and  Documentary  Repository 
of  the  International  Communist  League 
(Fourth  Internationalist) 

Spartacist  (English  edition) 

Volume  1 Issues  1 to  20,  February  1964  to  July  1971 
(out  of  stock) 

Volume  2 Issues  21  to  30,  Autumn  1972  to  Autumn  1980 
(out  of  stock) 

Volume  3:  Issues  31  to  40,  Summer  1981  to  Summer  1987 
(out  of  stock) 

Volume  4 Issues  41-42  to  47-48,  Winter  1987-88  to 
Winter  1992-93 

Volume  5:  Issues  49-50  to  54,  Winter  1993-94  to 
Spring  1998 

Volume  6 Issues  55  to  58.  Autumn  1999  to  Spring  2004 

Spartacist  (German  edition) 

Volume  1 Issues  1 to  10,  Spring  1974  to  Winter  1981-82 
Volume  2:  Issues  11  to  18,  Winter  1983-84  to  Spring  1997 

Spartacist  (French  edition) 

Volume  1 Issues  1 to  14,  May  1972  to  December  1977 
Price  per  volume  (includes  postage): 
Spartacist  (English  edition)  Volumes  5 and  6:  $75 
All  others:  $30 


Women  and  Revolution 

Journal  of  the  Women’s  Commission 
of  the  Spartacist  League/U.S. 

Volume  1:  Issues  1 to  20,  May-June  1971  to  Spring  1980 
$27  (includes  postage) 

Volume  2:  Issues  21  to  36.  Winter  1980-81  to  Spring  1989 
(out  of  stock) 


Volumes  1 to  41, 1970  through  2010,  include  one  year  of  WV 
except  Volume  1 includes  1970-73,  Volumes  4 to  9 include 
six  months  each  of  WV  weekly,  1976-78.  (Volumes  1,  7, 13. 
15.  20,  29  out  of  stock.) 

Price  per  volume  (includes  postage) 

Vol.  1-35:  $35 
Vol.  36-41:  $90 


All  volumes  are  indexed.  Some  volumes  available  on  microfilm 
upon  request. 

Discounts  available  for  larger  orders  of  any  combination  of 
WV  and  Spartacist  Please  inquire 

Order  from/pay  to:  Spartacist  Publishing  Co..  Box  1377  GPO 
New  York,  NY  10116,  USA 
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2012  SUBJECT  INDEX 


Issues  No.  993  (6  January)  through  No.  1014  (7  December) 


Abortion— See  Ireland;  Woman  Question.  See 
also  Health  Care. 

ABU-JAMAL,  MUMIA— And  see  Partisan 
Defense  Committee.  See  also  Death  Penalty. 

Drive  to  Execute  Mumia  Halted,  #993,  6 Jan. 

(12.  9) 

PDC  Statement,  #993,  6 Jan.  (12) 

Eyewitness  to  Mumia’s  Innocence — In  Honor  of 
William  Singletary  (CSDN),  #994,  20  Jan.  (5) 
Mumia  Still  in  Solitary:  Protest  Vindictive  Prison 
Conditions  (CSDN),  #994,  20  Jan.  (5) 

Mumia  Out  of  Solitary,  #995,  3 Feb.  (2) 

Free  Mumia  Abu-Jamal!  (CSDN).  #1006, 

3 Aug.  (2) 

Court  Throws  Out  Mumia's  Challenge  to  Life 
Without  Parole  (CSDN),  #1010,  12  Oct.  (2) 

Veronica  Jones  Memoir — Witness  Helped 
Expose  Mumia  Abu-Jamal  Frame-Up,  #1014, 

7 Dec.  (5) 

AFGHANISTAN 

Women  Under  Imperialist  Occupation — We  Said: 
Hail  Red  Army  in  Afghanistan!,  #998,  16  Mar. 
(1,  10,  11) 

Clarification:  Why  the  Soviet  Union  Intervened  in 
Afghanistan,  #1002,  11  May  (2) 

Africa — See  South  Sudan. 

AIDS— See  Cuba. 

AIRLINE  WORKERS 

American  Airlines:  Bankruptcy  as  Union  Busting, 
#1002,  11  May  (3,  7) 

Alabama — See  Woman  Question. 

Alexander,  Michelle — See  Black  Question. 

American  Airlines — See  Airline  Workers. 

Anaheim,  California — See  Police. 

Anarchism — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases.  See  also 
Canada:  Quebec;  Longshoremen. 

ARCHIVES  OF  THE  MARXIST  MOVEMENT— 
And  see  Black  Question;  Germany.  See  also 
History  of  the  Marxist  Movement. 

“Young  People,  Study  Politics!"— From  May  Day 
Speech  by  Leon  Trotsky,  #1001,  27  Apr.  (2) 

Leon  Trotsky  on  "The  Future  of  Man”  (YSp), 
#1009,  28  Sept.  (10) 

Argentina — See  Falklands/Malvinas  War. 

Armed  Forces — See  Civil  Liberties;  Manning  Case. 

Assange,  Julian — See  U.S.:  International 
Relations.  See  also  Civil  Liberties:  General. 

Atheism— See  Religion. 

AUSTRALIA— And  see  China. 

Labor  Government  Backs  Anti-Union  Attacks 
at  Qantas  ( Australasian  Spartacist),  #998, 

16  Mar.  (4,  5) 

After  Decades-Long  Anti-Woman  Witchhunt — 
Court  Finally  Exonerates  Lindy  Chamberlain 
(Australasian  Spartacist),  #1014,  7 Dec.  (2) 

Auto  Workers — See  Black  Question. 

Barofsky,  Neil — See  Economy. 

Basque  Question — See  France. 

Berkeley,  California — See  Immigration. 

Bernal,  J.D.— See  Religion. 

Black  Panther  Party — See  Civil  Liberties:  Cases. 
See  also  Black  Question;  ji  Jaga  (Pratt), 
Geronimo. 

BLACK  QUESTION — And  see  Civil  Liberties: 
General;  Education;  Malcolm  X;  Quote  of 
the  Week;  Revolutionary  Communist  Party; 
Socialist  Equality  Party;  U.S.:  General.  See 
also  Freedom  Road  Socialist  Organization; 
Obituaries. 

Racist  Eugenics  Exposed— Forced  Sterilization 
in  North  Carolina,  #994,  20  Jan.  (6) 

Capitalist  State  Fuels  Racist  Vigilantes — Trayvon 
Martin:  Killed  for  Being  Black  in  America. 
#999,  30  Mar.  (1,  8,  9)* 


GUIDE  TO  THE  SUBJECT  INDEX 

• This  subject  index  covers  issues  of  Workers  Vanguard 
published  during  2012,  from  issue  No  993  (6  January) 
through  the  end-of-the-year  issue  No.  1014  (7  December) 
During  this  time,  WV  was  published  biweekly,  except 
skipping  three  alternate  issues  in  June,  July  and  August, 
and  skipping  the  last  issue  in  December. 

• The  fullest  listing  is  by  SUBJECT  Subject  headings  are 
arranged  alphabetically.  Entries  are  listed  chronologically 
with  two  exceptions:  all  entries  comprising  a series  are 
listed  together  immediately  following  the  first  entry  of 
the  series;  corrections  immediately  follow  the  relevant 
entry.  An  asterisk  (*)  after  the  page  location  of  an  entry 
indicates  that  a correction  follows. 

• Entries  are  listed  under  subject  heads.  In  some  cases, 
subject  heads  are  broken  down  into  subcategories.  These 
subcategories  are  listed  immediately  after  the  initial 
subject  head  and  preceded  by  a dot  (•).  The  numbers 
following  each  entry  headline  give  the  issue  number,  date 
and  page  number(s)  for  the  article  Thus: 

Iraq  Hellhole  Made  in  U.S.A..  #995,  3 Feb.  (1.  2.  3) 
means  the  headline  of  the  article,  issue  No.  995,  dated 
3 February  2012  beginning  on  page  1 and  continuing  on 
pages  2 and  3. 

• No  entry  is  listed  twice;  refer  to  cross-references  for 
guidance  in  locating  the  subject  head  for  particular 
articles.  Cross-references  are  of  two  types:  those 
following  the  word  “see'’  deal  centrally  with  the  subject 
head,  those  following  the  words  "see  also"  are  related 
articles.  Subject  heads  in  cross-references  are  separated 
by  a semicolon,  while  subcategories  of  subject  heads  are 
separated  by  a comma.  Thus: 

Ku  Klux  Klan— See  U.S.:  General.  See  also  Black 
Question. 


means  that  articles  about  the  Ku  Klux  Klan  can  be  found 
by  going  to  the  subject  head  UNITED  STATES  and  looking 
under  the  subcategory  General  Related  articles  can  be 
found  by  going  to  the  subject  head  BLACK  QUESTION 

• Individuals  mentioned  in  articles  are  usually  not  a subject 
heading  unless  the  article  is  primarily  about  the  given 
person.  Foreign  political  organizations  are  generally  cross- 
referenced  to  their  appropriate  countries,  while  U S. 
political  organizations  are  listed  under  their  organizational 
names. 

• Articles  relating  to  foreign  countries  are  listed  under 
geographical  headings  and  not  normally  under  any  other 
subject  heading  Articles  that  deal  centrally  with  U S. 
foreign  policy-  will  be  found  under  U.S.:  International 
Relations  or  under  the  relevant  geographical  heading. 
For  example,  articles  about  the  occupation  of  Afghanistan 
will  be  found  under  AFGHANISTAN 

• Articles  under  the  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  (CSDN) 
masthead  are  by  the  Partisan  Defense  Committee,  a 
class-struggle,  non-sectarian  legal  and  social  defense 
organization  associated  with  the  Spartacist  League. 

• Abbreviations  used  in  entries  are: 

C:  Correction 

CSDN:  Class-Struggle  Defense  Notes  article 
E:  Editorial  Note 
L:  Letter 
R:  Review 
S:  Series 

YSp:  Young  Spartacus  article 

• Entries  for  articles  that  first  appeared  in  the  press  of 
another  section  of  the  International  Communist  League 
indicate  the  name  of  the  press  in  parentheses,  for 
example:  (Le  Bolchevik). 


Capitalist  State...  (C),  #1001,  27  Apr.  (2) 

“Separate  But  Equal"  Poison — The  Rehabilitation 
of  Booker  T.  Washington,  #1000. 13  Apr. 

(4,  5,  6,  7,  9) 

Trayvon  Martin  Case;  Black  Oppression  and  Gun 
Laws  in  America,  #1001,  27  Apr.  (1,  4,  5) 

On  Stand  Your  Ground  Law  (L),  #1001,  27  Apr.  (2) 

Racist  Vendetta  Against  Homeless  Mother — Free 
Tanya  McDowell  Now!,  #1001,  27  Apr.  (5) 

For  Black  Liberation  Through  Socialist 
Revolution!  (S) 

Part  One — Contradictions  of  the  Civil  Rights 
Movement:  A Marxist  Analysis,  #1001,  27  Apr 
(6.  7,  8,  9) 

Part  Two — Detroit:  The  Rise  and  Fall  of  the 
League  of  Revolutionary  Black  Workers, 
#1002,  11  May  (4,  5,  6) 

For  Black  Trotskyism — July  1963  (Excerpt), 
#1002,  11  May  (6,  9) 

Reformists  Knifed  1960  NYC  Woolworth’s 
Protests  (L),  #1004,  8 June  (3) 

Presentation  at  Toronto  Conference:  The  Black 
Freedom  Struggle  and  the  Comintern,  #1006, 
3 Aug.  (9) 

Voter  ID  Laws:  Racist  Attack  on  Voting  Rights, 
#1007,  31  Aug.  (1,  7) 

The  New  Jim  Crow  and  Liberal  Reformism — 
Mass  Incarceration  and  Black  Oppression  in 
America,  #1008,  14  Sept.  (12,  10,  11) 

BRITAIN — And  see  Falklands/Malvinas  War; 
U.S.:  International  Relations.  See  also  Libya; 
Religion;  South  Sudan. 

Down  With  Anti-Immigrant  Crackdown  on 
Campuses!  (Workers  Hammer)  (YSp),  #1011, 
26  Oct.  (5,  7) 

Byrd,  Robert — See  U.S.:  General. 

California — See  Death  Penalty;  Labor.  See  also 
ji  Jaga  (Pratt),  Geronimo. 

Campus  Protest — See  Campus  Repression; 
Canada:  Quebec.  See  also  Campus  Workers. 

CAMPUS  REPRESSION— And  see  also 
Campus  Workers. 

Victimized  for  Protesting  Israeli  War  Criminal — 
Overturn  the  Convictions  of  the  Irvine  11! 

(YSp),  #995,  3 Feb.  (4) 

Defend  the  UC  Davis  "Banker's  Dozen"!  (YSp), 
#1007,  31  Aug.  (3) 

CAMPUS  WORKERS 

Pomona  College:  Immigrants  Fired  to  Bust  Union 
Organizing  Drive  (YSp),  #999,  30  Mar.  (4,  5) 


CANADA — And  see  also  Economy;  History  of 
the  Marxist  Movement. 

Caterpillar  Bosses  Relocate  Plant  to  "Right  to 
Work"  Indiana  (Spartacist  Canada),  #998, 

16  Mar.  (12.  9) 

Harper's  Creeping  Police  State  (Spartacist 
Canada),  #999,  30  Mar.  (3,  8) 

Capitalist  War  on  Public  Sector  Jobs,  Services 
(Spartacist  Canada),  #1000,  13  Apr.  (8,  9) 

• Quebec 

Victory  to  Quebec  Student  Strike!  (Spartacist 
Canada)  (YSp),  #999,  30  Mar.  (5) 

Student  Strike  Shakes  Quebec — Mobilize  the 
Power  of  the  Working  Class!  (Spartacist 
Canada)  (YSp).  #1003,  25  May  (12,  9,  10) 

Mass  Defiance  of  Anti-Protest  Law — Broad 
Support  for  Student  Strike,  #1004,  8 June 
0,9) 

Defend  Quebec  Students!,  #1004,  8 June  (9) 
Lessons  of  the  Struggles  in  Quebec  (Spartacist 
Canada)  (YSp),  #1007,  31  Aug.  (12,  4,  5) 

State  Vendetta  Against  Quebec  Student 
Activists — Parti  Quebecois  Government:  No 
Victory  for  Workers,  Youth  (Spartacist  Canada), 
#1014,  7 Dec.  (6,  7) 

Cannon,  James  P— See  Quote  of  the  Week. 

See  also  Black  Question;  Partisan  Defense 
Committee. 

Carter,  Tweet — See  Obituaries. 

Caterpillar,  Inc.— See  Canada;  Labor. 

Catholic  Church— See  Health  Care;  Woman 
Question.  See  also  Ireland. 

Chamberlain,  Lindy— See  Australia. 

Chicago — See  NATO;  Teachers.  See  also  Black 
Question. 

Chicago  Teachers  Union  (CTU)— See  Teachers. 

CHINA — And  see  Labor.  See  also  Freedom  Road 
Socialist  Organization;  India;  Iraq;  South 
Korea;  South  Sudan. 

U.S.,  Australia  Reinforce  Alliance  Against  China 
(Australasian  Spartacist),  #994,  20  Jan. 

(12,  10,  11) 

Stirring  Up  the  South  China  Sea— U S. 

Imperialism  Tightens  Military  Vise  on  China. 
#1005,  6 July  (4,  5,  6,  11) 

Cholera — See  Haiti. 

City  College  of  New  York— See  NATO.  See  also 
Spartacus  Youth  Clubs. 

continued  on  page  9 
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